
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station (call letters): KNEP

Location (city, state):              Scottsbluff, Nebraska

For quarter beginning:

x January 1, 2021

April 1, 2021 

July 1, 2021

                                   October 1, 2021

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated.  Each program regularly provides information or addresses current issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.  



LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER

The following local issues of concern to the community were addressed in programming 
of the station during the past quarter: 

Issue/Concern Brief description of issue or concern
Crime / Public 
Safety

Includes public education and awareness in matters pertaining to 
the safety of the community

Politics Includes discussion on state, county, and local political 
issues/events

Education Includes important information and changes in the school system

Health Includes information pertaining to the Covid-19 pandemic
Economy Includes data on funds distributed and collected in the community 



STATION PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following local programs address issues and concerns in the station’s city of license 
and within its service area. 

Program Name Schedule Brief Generic Description 

NBC Nebraska
Today 

6:00am-7:00am This program provides the latest in overnight 
and breaking News and Weather to 
Scottsbluff and Panhandle viewers, as well as 
a look ahead at their day with a focus on 
families and children.

NBC Nebraska 
Midday

12pm-12:30pm
Mon-Fri

The show provides News, Weather, Sports 
and local interviews centering around 
Scottsbluff and the Nebraska Panhandle

NBC Nebraska at 6p
6:00pm – 
6:30pm
Mon-Sun

The latest News, Weather, Sports for the 
Scottsbluff area. Includes interviews with the 
community’s and state’s most important news 
makers

NBC Nebraska at 
10p

10pm-10:30pm
Mon-Sun

The latest Scottsbluff, Nebraska, National 
and International News as well as local 
Weather and Sports

Regular NBC Network News Programming
Program Name Schedule Brief Generic Description 

Early Today
5am-530am
Mon-Sun

Today Show
7a-9a
Mon-Fri

 

Today Show 6am-7:30am
Saturday

 

NBC Nightly News 5:30pm-6pm
Mon-Sun

Meet the Press
8am-9am
Sunday

Examines issues of national and international 
importance.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday

DATE: 3/19/2021
LENGTH:     :40

DESCRIPTION: Chadron Airport receives federal funding

The Chadron Airport gets federal funding through the Corona Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriations Act.

City officials said $13,000 dollars goes to the airport and they can use it as they wish. 
One plan is to use money for engineering costs for a new security fence and another for 
employee wages. The current fence is not functioning properly and a new fence would 
keep animals out.

“That’s the type of structure they will put in there and it’s a little more secure to keep the 
wildlife off the airport,” said Milo Rust Chadron Interim City Manager. “That in itself 
protects them from having a strike with a deer or coyote or anything like that. We have to 
watch that every time every flight comes in and we want to make sure those runways are 
clear and free of any obstruction.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 10 pm  

DATE: 3/19/2021
LENGTH:     :50

DESCRIPTION: Chadron Airport receives federal funding

The Chadron Airport gets federal funding through the Corona Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriations Act.

City officials said $13,000 dollars goes to the airport and they can use it as they wish. 
One plan is to use money for engineering costs for a new security fence and another for 
employee wages. The current fence is not functioning properly and a new fence would 
keep animals out.

“That’s the type of structure they will put in there and it’s a little more secure to keep the 
wildlife off the airport,” said Milo Rust Chadron Interim City Manager. “That in itself 
protects them from having a strike with a deer or coyote or anything like that. We have to 
watch that every time every flight comes in and we want to make sure those runways are 
clear and free of any obstruction.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm and 10 pm 

DATE: 2/17/2021
LENGTH:     1:05

DESCRIPTION: Western Nebraska Regional Airport receives $ 1 million dollars in 
federal funding

Western Nebraska Regional Airport receives just over a million dollars in grant money 
from the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) to help them financially with 
needed airport maintenance and projects.

“When we operate on a million dollar budget it gives us an opportunity to do some things 
we couldn’t normally do,” Raul Aguallo Airport Director Western Nebraska Regional 
Airport. “We are allowed to spend that money on anything we can right a check for it will 
be right out there for the public to see what we’re doing. The board will be talking about 
the projects as we’re doing them we’re excited.”

The NDOT received $12.5 million dollars through the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
Airport Coronavirus Response Program. The NDOT allocated the money to airports 
throughout Nebraska that have been affected by the pandemic including Chadron. Airport 
concessions will get relief as well.

“There are things that we can’t normally do like hangars and things like that some thing 
we need,” said Aguallo. “It gives us an opportunity to do things we can’t get funded for 
by any other means.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday

DATE: 2/18/2021
LENGTH:     1:05

DESCRIPTION: Western Nebraska Regional Airport receives $ 1 million dollars in 
federal funding

Western Nebraska Regional Airport receives just over a million dollars in grant money 
from the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) to help them financially with 
needed airport maintenance and projects.

“When we operate on a million dollar budget it gives us an opportunity to do some things 
we couldn’t normally do,” Raul Aguallo Airport Director Western Nebraska Regional 
Airport. “We are allowed to spend that money on anything we can right a check for it will 
be right out there for the public to see what we’re doing. The board will be talking about 
the projects as we’re doing them we’re excited.”

The NDOT received $12.5 million dollars through the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
Airport Coronavirus Response Program. The NDOT allocated the money to airports 
throughout Nebraska that have been affected by the pandemic including Chadron. Airport 
concessions will get relief as well.

“There are things that we can’t normally do like hangars and things like that some thing 
we need,” said Aguallo. “It gives us an opportunity to do things we can’t get funded for 
by any other means.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm and 10 pm  

DATE: 3/17/2021
LENGTH:     2:15

DESCRIPTION: Alliance Police Chief Philip Lukens reveals Strategic Plan for the 
community

The Alliance City Council votes unanimously Tuesday night to provide radios and police 
cars as part of the Alliance Police Department’s Strategic Plan.

“That we’re going to have a community partnership we’re going to prevent crime and 
disorder and we’re going to enhance our efficiency and euphoria,” said Philip Lukens 
Alliance Police Chief. “That means that we also want to make sure that our employees 
are happy people are what is the euphoria part of it We actually need our officers to enjoy 
their job because as they enjoy their job they do a better job in the community.”

“Well it’s going to increase our effectivity for the community,” said Lukens. “We’re not 
going to have time wasted driving back and forth to the police department. We’re going 
to have a greater visual visibility of the police officers in the community driving around. 
They’ll see more of the cars and we will be able to get to things faster should there be any 
major incident.

“What we have been able to do is purchase some upgraded consoles which will allow us 
to join the state radio system,” said Lukens. “That will gives us interoperability state wide 
we’re going to be able to work with a lot of other agencies and we’ll be able to 
communicate efficiently.”

“I think the biggest thing is how much we appreciate the citizen support the community 
support and some of the analyzing we did with the strategic plan,” said Lukens. “We sent 
out a survey the citizens responded we really got to hear their feedback and that really 
helped us to assess that what our priorities are and help set our compass to make sure we 
are meeting our community’s needs.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday  

DATE: 3/18/2021
LENGTH:     2:15

DESCRIPTION: Alliance Police Chief Philip Lukens reveals Strategic Plan for the 
community

The Alliance City Council votes unanimously Tuesday night to provide radios and police 
cars as part of the Alliance Police Department’s Strategic Plan.

“That we’re going to have a community partnership we’re going to prevent crime and 
disorder and we’re going to enhance our efficiency and euphoria,” said Philip Lukens 
Alliance Police Chief. “That means that we also want to make sure that our employees 
are happy people are what is the euphoria part of it We actually need our officers to enjoy 
their job because as they enjoy their job they do a better job in the community.”

“Well it’s going to increase our effectivity for the community,” said Lukens. “We’re not 
going to have time wasted driving back and forth to the police department. We’re going 
to have a greater visual visibility of the police officers in the community driving around. 
They’ll see more of the cars and we will be able to get to things faster should there be any 
major incident.

“What we have been able to do is purchase some upgraded consoles which will allow us 
to join the state radio system,” said Lukens. “That will gives us interoperability state wide 
we’re going to be able to work with a lot of other agencies and we’ll be able to 
communicate efficiently.”

“I think the biggest thing is how much we appreciate the citizen support the community 
support and some of the analyzing we did with the strategic plan,” said Lukens. “We sent 
out a survey the citizens responded we really got to hear their feedback and that really 
helped us to assess that what our priorities are and help set our compass to make sure we 
are meeting our community’s needs.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm and 10 pm  

DATE: 3/11/2021
LENGTH:     1:15

DESCRIPTION: Goshen County Wyoming receives approval for COVID-19 
Protocol Variance

As of last weekend residents of Goshen County are no longer required to wear masks in 
public. Dr. Ted Church, M.D. of Goshen County Public Health filed for a COVID-19 
Protocol Variance to the Wyoming Statewide Public Health Orders and received 
approval.

“I felt that this was appropriate to do because real emergency condition doesn’t exist 
anymore,” said Church.” “Public health here in Goshen County has been very efficient in 
getting their residents vaccinated. As of today we have about fifteen hundred 
vaccinations given second dose and about twenty five hundred first doses given.”

Goshen Public County said the variance means the county can have gatherings up to a 
thousand people without restrictions. Residents can still wear masks if they choose to. 
Health facilities, hospitals and schools will still require masks through the end of the 
school year.”

“Overall it’s been encouraging I haven’t gotten much negative feedback about getting the 
variance for the county,” said Church. “It’s mostly positive Some people have an 
emotional response to stop what we’ve been doing but that’s ok too. We all have our own 
opinions on things.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday  

DATE: 3/12/2021
LENGTH:     1:15

DESCRIPTION: Goshen County Wyoming receives approval for COVID-19 
Protocol Variance

As of last weekend residents of Goshen County are no longer required to wear masks in 
public. Dr. Ted Church, M.D. of Goshen County Public Health filed for a COVID-19 
Protocol Variance to the Wyoming Statewide Public Health Orders and received 
approval.

“I felt that this was appropriate to do because real emergency condition doesn’t exist 
anymore,” said Church.” “Public health here in Goshen County has been very efficient in 
getting their residents vaccinated. As of today we have about fifteen hundred 
vaccinations given second dose and about twenty five hundred first doses given.”

Goshen Public County said the variance means the county can have gatherings up to a 
thousand people without restrictions. Residents can still wear masks if they choose to. 
Health facilities, hospitals and schools will still require masks through the end of the 
school year.”

“Overall it’s been encouraging I haven’t gotten much negative feedback about getting the 
variance for the county,” said Church. “It’s mostly positive Some people have an 
emotional response to stop what we’ve been doing but that’s ok too. We all have our own 
opinions on things.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm and 10 pm  

DATE: 2/3/2021
LENGTH:     2:15

DESCRIPTION: Scottsbluff residents give their input in what they prefer for new 
school superintendent

The National Association of School Boards holds an in person meeting with Scottsbluff 
residents as they give their input on what they would like in a new school superintendent.

“I think having a superintendent that has some connection to the area is always beneficial 
when they’ve got a little skin in the game that makes it a little more real to them, said 
John Schmall Scottsbluff resident. “They have to be a little bit of a finance person with a 
fifty million dollar budget there needs to be some financial acumen there.”

“Superintendent that kind of understands the attitude of the people in this area,” said 
Keegan Harkins Scottsbluff resident. “Not that they necessarily have to be from the 
panhandle although that would be great but somebody who understands kind of a rural 
community and our value sets. I think will kind of help just smooth out the transition and 
equip the students for success.”

“Scottsbluff is in a very unique position as the largest district probably in the panhandle 
or one of the largest I would surmise,” said Schmall. “There’s a lot of things going on 
there’s a lot of opportunities that just aren’t afforded at smaller districts which draws 
students . I think that’s both a plus and a minus.”

“Community engagement and selecting a new superintendent is very important,” said 
Harkins. “Our schools system is in a community like this is very important it’s kind of 
top of all our minds to have those resources for our children and for the next generation.”

The feedback provided by residents will go to the Scottsbluff Board of Education for 
consideration.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday  

DATE: 1/26/2021
LENGTH:     :45

DESCRIPTION: Car crash kills a man in Torrington, WY

A fatal car crash claims the life of one man in Torrington, WY. Torrington Police 
Department reports the crash took place on the 1900 block of East D St. just after 7:00 
A.M.

A 68-year-old man traveling southbound on East D St. in a silver Nissan drifted into the 
northbound lane striking an unoccupied parked Ford F-150. Officers arriving on the 
scene found the victim unresponsive and immediately began CPR. EMS personnel came 
later taking over and transported the victim to an area hospital. He was pronounced dead 
at the hospital.

“We believe that the male suffered a medical event shortly before the accident that 
caused the crash and also took his life,” said Matt Johnson Chief of Police Torrington 
Police Department.” “A tough time for the male’s family right now certainly keep them 
in your thoughts and your prayers.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm  

DATE: 1/20/2021
LENGTH:     2:10

DESCRIPTION: Moderna vaccines to roll out in the Panhandle 

More Moderna vaccines doses are on their way to healthcare distributors in the 
Panhandle. The Panhandle Public Health District says over a thousand doses of the 
Moderna vaccine will be available starting next week, and they will be distributed 
according to population in the panhandle.

“We just found out that starting next week we’re going to get eleven hundred doses every 
week,” said Kim Engel Director for Panhandle Public Health District. “We can start 
making concrete plans those eleven hundred doses do have to go across the panhandle. 
Some counties will get one hundred and fifty some will get four hundred and seventy 
that’s our largest county Scotts Bluff and some will get much less thirty or forty.”
Panhandle Public Health District says the focus right now is for the age group of 75 and 
over.

“We’ve been asking them to go to our website pphd.org and sign up for the wait list and 
this is good for all twelve counties of the panhandle,” said Engel. “We cover all twelve 
counties we get those lists to the proper health care provider in each county that’s 
providing the vaccination.”

In a few weeks a new list of recipients can obtain the vaccine.
“Then we’re going to be going to the next tier of first responders, utilities, homeless 
shelter staff, corrections staff, and educators,” said Engel. “We’ll be working on 65 and 
those with medical conditions at the same time but we’re going to start that next tier, and 
we hope to be able to do that in a few weeks.”

Beginning on Feb. 1 the state of Nebraska will provide an app where residents can 
schedule a vaccination appointment.

“That tool that the state is putting out will be very handy and it will tell them it’s kind of 
like touch Nebraska,” said Engel. “You put your information in where you live and then 
when vaccine becomes available you will get an alert and you can schedule your own 
appointment. We’re several weeks away from that.”

Panhandle Public Health District says after signing up for the vaccine recipients will be 
notified to make an appointment and where to go. Those enrolled in the Veterans Health 
Services will be able to get the vaccine every week.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm and 10 pm 

DATE: 1/14/2021
LENGTH:     1:15

DESCRIPTION: Governor Ricketts addresses Western Nebraska issues during 
Zoom tour across the state

In his State of the State address Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts promoted his budget 
and legislative priorities for 2021. Property Tax Relief, broadband internet access, and 
corrections infrastructure were some of the key talking points. Ricketts highlighted the 
fact that Nebraska has the lowest unemployment rate in the United States at 3.1 percent.
Ricketts says he fully supports funding state aid for the K-12 Public Education Formula.

“Many school districts certainly in Scottsbluff in particular and Gering are going to 
benefit from the K through 12 education formula,” says Ricketts. “We get a certified 
number from the Department of Education here that it will make it official in a few 
weeks. We’re using the current legislative fiscal office number and, again, every year, as 
Governor I fully fund that education formula to be able to help support our great public 
schools.”

Ricketts says he wants to allocate $410 million in grants for businesses and farms, $80 
million in aid to non-profits and community based organizations. Also on the ticket is 
getting Space Command to come to Nebraska.

“I just want to thank everybody in the Panhandle for all your work helping us control the 
spread of the virus [and] getting a vaccine working our way through this pandemic,” says 
Ricketts. “We really want to get this behind us so we can return to a more normal life.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm and 10 pm 

DATE: 1/13/2021
LENGTH:     1:45

DESCRIPTION: Local businesses make their pitch for the Facade Grant Program

Phase one of the Facade Grant Program took place at City Hall in Scottsbluff in front of 
the Community Redevelopment Authority Committee (CRA). The Facade Grant Program 
helps Scottsbluff businesses with exterior renovations. Businesses have to come up with 
the money for these projects and if approved by City Council they match up to $10,000.

“This is an unreal thing for business owners,” says Ralph Paez Owner of 16th Empire. 
“To have the community that’s so willing to reinvest in itself and help us reinvest in our 
businesses it speaks for itself.”

Four businesses received approval including 16th Empire, West Nebraska Arts Center, 
Action Communications, and Jessie Martinez.

“This is it’s kind of a burden you know lifted off your shoulders,” says Paez. “People 
want to make improvements to their buildings and they have this Community 
Redevelopment Authority Committee giving us the opportunity to do it it’s a nice thing 
for our community.”

CRA says this program gives the city a makeover and can attract prospective residents 
and business owners.

“Scottsbluff is an older community we got a lot of older buildings some in disrepair some 
in need of repair,” says Bill Trumbull CRA Chairman. “I think anytime you can take 
something like this a building here a building there spruce that building up makes a huge 
difference on how people view and see the community as they drive through.”
CRA says businesses need to have all the proper information before the committee to be 
considered.

“The main thing is you need to have good numbers you need to have good estimates of 
what you’re trying to do,” says Trumbull. “We can’t award money with just a guess so 
we got to have on paper estimates from what you are doing. If you have drawings or 
pictures that always helps but make sure you have all your numbers intact that they are 
firm numbers and we’ll go from there.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday

DATE: 3/22/2021
LENGTH:     1:30

DESCRIPTION: Man charged with first degree arson for fire at Scottsbluff inn

A man was arrested on arson charges following a structure fire at a Scottsbluff inn 
Friday.

Scottsbluff Police arrested Juan Jose Olvera, 40, on first degree arson charges for 
allegedly lighting his room at America’s Best Value Inn on fire early Friday morning.
When officers arrived at the scene at around 2:30 a.m., they found Olvera climbing down 
a ladder from the second-story room he had occupied for an extended time.
The ladder had been placed there by other hotel guests to help Olvera out of his room 
prior to officers’ arrival, according to Scottsbluff Police.

In an investigation, the Scottsbluff Fire Marshal found Olvera started the fire in his room 
intentionally.

Olvera is now being held at the Scotts Bluff County Detention Center.

While no one was hurt in the fire, investigators also found America’s Best Value Inn was 
in violation of numerous fire safety regulations. Inspectors discovered doors padlocked 
and chained closed, and other violations that had gone unresolved since inspectors cited 
them in 2005, according to Scottsbluff Fire Marshal Anthony Murphy.

“We are very fortunate that the outcome of the fire wasn’t different,” Murphy said. “We 
are very glad that the fire alarm did its job and woke people from sleep and encouraged 
them to evacuate the building. I think if it weren’t for the fire alarm doing its job, we 
would have had a substantially different outcome.”

The Inn’s certificate of occupancy has been revoked. Murphy says no guests will be able 
to use the building until it passes all necessary inspections.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday

DATE: 3/19/2021
LENGTH:     :50

DESCRIPTION: Three administrators to climb the ranks at Scottsbluff Public 
Schools

Scottsbluff Public Schools announced staff changes Thursday, with three current 
administrators expected to assume higher posts for the 2021-2022 academic year.

Starting in the fall, Jeremy Behnke will replace retiring Lincoln Heights Elementary 
School Principal Kraig Weyrich.

Behnke currently serves as the principal of Lake Minatare Elementary. He is a former 
Lincoln Heights student and a Scottsbluff High School graduate. Behnke spent 13 of his 
17 years in education serving the district.

Taking Behnke’s place as principal of Lake Minatare Elementary will be current Lincoln 
Heights Elementary Assistant Principal Ashlen Schaneman.

Schaneman previously served as an instructional coach at Westmoor Elementary.

Finally, filling the post of assistant principal at Lincoln Heights Elementary will be 
Krystal Rodriguez.

Rodriguez is now the District Extended Campus Learning Coordinator and previously 
taught the first grade at Roosevelt Elementary.

The administrators will begin in their new positions at the start of the 2021-2022 school 
year.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 10 pm 

DATE: 3/15/2021
LENGTH:     :30

DESCRIPTION: Panhandle COVID-19 case fatality rate is twice the state average

The Panhandle COVID-19 case fatality rate is more than two times the state average, the 
Panhandle Public Health District (PPHD) reported at its coronavirus briefing Monday as 
the area moved back up on the coronavirus risk dial.

The Panhandle’s case fatality rate sits at 2.15%; the state’s is 1.04%. The report came as 
the Panhandle moved closer to “High” on the coronavirus risk dial.

While the PPHD gave no specific reason for the comparatively high local mortality rate, 
it said there are multiple contributing factors, reiterating that age is the biggest predictor 
of outcome and the importance of getting vaccinated.

“With the risk of COVID variants increasing the chances of spread coupled with the 
Panhandle’s high case fatality rate, we can’t urge Panhandle residents enough to get 
vaccinated,” PPHD Director Kim Engel said.

The area is currently vaccinating residents ages 50 and older and employees in Phase 1B. 
People in these categories can register here.

Monday’s announcement also came alongside reports of three new COVID-19 related 
deaths, which brought the Panhandle’s death toll to 189.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6pm and 10 pm 

DATE: 3/15/2021
LENGTH:     1:05

DESCRIPTION: Snow crews say moisture made moving snow more challenging 
during weekend storm

In the weekend storm that dumped about nine inches of snow onto Scottsbluff roads, 
snow crews faced a challenge unique to this weather event--moisture in the air that made 
dealing with snow a little more like dealing with ice.

According to Scottsbluff Public Works Director Mark Bohl, when snow is highly 
saturated, it’s more difficult for snow crews to move than its fluffy alternative. 
Nevertheless, Bohl says, in town, the situation was manageable. Crews’ biggest challenge 
was on the windy outskirts of Scottsbluff.

“[We saw] a little bit of tougher snow out on 42nd, on the outskirts of town where it blew 
a little harder,” Bohl said. “It’s crowded into the lane up there a little bit, but the outskirts 
are really the only issue we had where it really blew in the open. In town, we really didn’t 
have any issues at all.”

Bohl says most residents living along designated snow routes had their cars moved out of 
the way and didn’t interfere with snow crews doing their jobs.

“We just want to thank everybody for their cooperation in these storms,” Bohl said. “It 
helps our guys tremendously to get out there and be able to run trucks side by side and 
get these routes at least clean because the sooner we can get the wind rows in, the sooner 
the public can get to those streets and to their destinations.”



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6pm

DATE: 3/12/2021
LENGTH:     :40

DESCRIPTION: Snow emergencies declared across Panhandle ahead of weekend 
winter storm

Cities across the Panhandle declared snow emergencies ahead of the winter storm 
expected to hit the area over the weekend.

City officials are asking residents to park their vehicles in driveways or anywhere that 
does not interfere with designated snow routes. Local police departments say they will try 
to make contact with owners who have not moved their vehicles. Vehicles will be towed 
as a last resort.

You can contact your local public works office or police department for more 
information.

Below is a list of cities and times of the declared snow emergencies as well as designated 
snow routes.

CITIES AND TIMES
City of Alliance: March 11th, 5 p.m. - Until further notice
City of Scottsbluff: March 12th, 5 p.m. - Until further notice
City of Gering: March 12th, 5 p.m. - Until further notice
City of Terrytown: March 12th, 5 p.m. - Until further notice
City of Mitchell: March 12th, 5 p.m. - Until further notice



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6pm and 10 pm

DATE: 3/4/2021
LENGTH:     :40

DESCRIPTION: Torrington man convicted of second-degree murder

A Torrington man was convicted of second-degree murder Thursday, after a jury found 
him guilty for the January, 2020, killing of a Scottsbluff woman.

Following a five-hour deliberation, a Goshen County jury voted to convict 28-year-old 
Terry Anderson on second-degree murder charges for shooting and killing Deedra 
Strauch, 56, in Torrington on January 24th, 2020.

Anderson was originally arrested on murder charges following the shooting that killed 
Strauch in January, but was released on bond.

His trial, which had been delayed due to COVID-19, began Monday in the Eighth 
Judicial District Court of Goshen County.

Anderson is now in custody awaiting his sentence. The Goshen County Attorney says the 
standard sentence for second-degree murder in Wyoming is a minimum of 20 years.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday

DATE: 3/19/2021
LENGTH:     :36

DESCRIPTION: Jeff Hecksel turns down Alliance City Manager job

Alliance City Manager Elect Jeff Hecksel, who was offered the City’s highest post in a 4 
-1 council vote Tuesday, decided not to take the job, according to Alliance Mayor Mike 
Dafney.

Hecksel, 60, cited family reasons, explaining that he had discussed the move at length 
with his family and ultimately decided it was not the right time to leave their current 
home in Oregon and make the move to Alliance, Mayor Dafney said Monday.

The decision came less than a week after Hecksel was offered the job on February 23rd 
after beating his opponent Jim Thomas, 60, in a 4 -1 city council vote.

The city manager position remains vacant. The City has not yet specified its next steps.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday

DATE: 3/1/2021
LENGTH:     

DESCRIPTION: Gering man killed in two-vehicle crash

A Gering man was killed in a two-vehicle crash early Thursday morning.

Kevin Thompson, 45, died around 2:30 a.m. Thursday after his Ford F-150 drifted into 
on-coming traffic and collided with a semi on Interstate 80 near Chappell, according to 
the Nebraska State Patrol.

When Deuel County Sheriff’s Deputies arrived at the scene, they found Thompson 
deceased in his vehicle and the semi driver with no serious injuries.
An investigation is still ongoing.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska Today at 6 am, NBC Nebraska Midday

DATE: 3/1/2021
LENGTH:     :30

DESCRIPTION: New Scottsbluff Public Schools Superintendent Announced

Dr. Andrew Dick has been selected to succeed outgoing Scottsbluff Public Schools 
Superintendent Rick Myles, the SBPS School Board announced Friday.

The decision came after four consecutive days of interviews, where the Board heard from 
four finalists -- Dr. Andrew Dick, Todd Hilyard, Wendy Kemling-Horner, and Dr. Boyd 
Brown -- vying to succeed Superintendent Rick Myles when his 11-year-service to the 
district ends on July 1st.

Since 2019, Dr. Dick has served as the Administrator for ESU-13. Previously, he spent 
15 years as an SBPS employee, working as a Business/Math Teacher, Assistant Principal 
and Principal of Bluffs Middle School, and Assistant Principal of Teaching and Learning 
at Scottsbluff High School, according to an SBPS news release.

President of the Scottsbluff School Board Ruth Kozal says selecting the finalist wasn’t 
easy, but it ultimately came down to Dr. Dick’s unmatched familiarity with the local 
school system.

“He was not only familiar with many of the innovations that have been introduced in the 
last 10 years, but had a hand in them as well,” Kozal said. “He is very enthusiastic about 
the position and has encouraged us as a board to push him so we can do more for our 
students. And he knows he’ll have a great staff to work with him.”
Dr. Dick says he looks forward to working with the Board to pick up where Mr. Myles 
left off.

“It is an honor and privilege to have the opportunity to serve and lead Scottsbluff Public 
Schools,” Dr. Dick said. “I look forward to working alongside the Board of Education as 
well as the highly dedicated and talented staff of Scottsbluff Public Schools to continue 
moving the district forward and honoring our mission of Every Child, Every Day.”
In preparation for his superintendency, Dr. Dick will work closely with Mr. Myles 
through the remainder of his term to ensure stable, ongoing implementation of district 
programming.

Dr. Andrew Dick will assume the superintendency in July of this year.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6pm and 10 pm

DATE: 2/18/2021
LENGTH:     1:20

DESCRIPTION: City of Scottsbluff takes steps to increase its transparency

The City of Scottsbluff announced it will expand its social media presence in an effort to 
be more transparent with the public.

City Deputy Public Works Director Jordan Diedrich says, since he started working for the 
City five years ago, he’s received countless requests from residents asking local 
government to increase its communication with the public. More specifically, Diedrich 
says citizens often ask about city services, local events, programs, job openings and 
volunteer opportunities.

In response, Diedrich began working with the City to create the Internal Public Education 
and Outreach Committee, gathering a team of experts with insight into diverse areas of 
Scottsbluff community life. As part of the initiative, each committee member was 
assigned a day of the week for which to create social media content in line with their area 
of expertise.

Each day of the week has been designated a unique theme, such as “Municipal Monday” 
or “Support Scottsbluff Saturday,” that determines the type of content featured online that 
day.

“We’re really going to be putting out a post every single day of the year and have those 
different themes so people know what to expect,” Diedrich explained. “Every Sunday 
[residents are] going to get something from the City of Scottsbluff that tells [them] what’s 
going on that Sunday and the rest of the week.”

Diedrich’s hope is that, by posting content on social media --Facebook and LinkedIn-- in 
addition to the City’s website, information will reach locals where they are, rather than 
have them go searching for it.

But Diedrich says the initiative is still in its early stages and encourages residents to reach 
out with any ideas they may have.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6 pm

DATE: 1/25/2021
LENGTH:     :35

DESCRIPTION: Man arrested following a multi-state car chase Sunday

A man is arrested after taking police on a car chase across the Wyoming-Nebraska State 
Line Sunday.

The Wyoming Highway Patrol began pursuing Trevor Scott Robinson near Cheyenne 
before losing him at the Nebraska border, according to WHP Sergeant Jeremy Beck. The 
Nebraska State Patrol soon located Robinson and pursued him back into Wyoming to 
around the Hawk Springs area, where they terminated their chase.

The Goshen County Sheriff’s Office located the vehicle shortly after, following Robinson 
south on Wyoming 215.

State Troopers took over the chase and, performing a “Tactical Vehicle Intervention 
Maneuver,” they finally stopped Robinson driving in the opposite direction on Interstate-
80, according to Sergeant Beck.

Robinson was taken into custody Sunday and faces five charges, which include Fleeing to 
Elude, Reckless Driving, Driving Under Suspension, Failing to Stop at a Stop Sign, and 
Speeding at 115mph where the speed limit is 65.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 10 pm

DATE: 1/12/2021
LENGTH:     2:00

DESCRIPTION: Scottsbluff residents reflect on House vote to impeach President 
Trump

As the U.S. House of Representatives voted to impeach President Donald Trump over 
charges of inciting violence at the U.S. Capitol Wednesday, Scottsbluff residents gave 
their opinions on whether or not the president should in fact be indicted.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 6pm and 10 pm

DATE: 1/11/2021
LENGTH:     1:05

DESCRIPTION: A 15-year-old on life support after Alliance police find him shot

A 15-year-old Alliance teen is on life support after police found him shot on Saturday 
evening, according to the Alliance Police Department.

Police responded to the 1500 block of Toluca Ave. at approximately 7:03 p.m. on 
Saturday to reports of a young male with a gunshot wound. Numerous witnesses reported 
the injury appeared to be accidental and self-inflicted, according to a press release.

The teen was transported to Box Butte General Hospital in critical condition before 
getting transferred to Regional West Medical Center Saturday evening, according to 
Alliance Police Chief Philip Lukens.

“The Alliance Police Department and the community as a whole are deeply saddened at 
this tragedy,” Chief Lukens said in a statement. “Our thoughts and prayers are extended 
to the family and the children of our community as they endure the days to come. Our 
officers have coordinated with the schools, the crisis response team, and the native 
futures leader to provide support across the community.”

Police are currently conducting interviews to learn more about the incident, according to 
Chief Lukens.

“It could take a few weeks to conclude our analysis with lab results and other parts of the 
investigation,” Chief Lukens said.

The Alliance Police Department is conducting the investigation.



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

NBC Nebraska News at 10 pm

DATE: 1/8/2021
LENGTH:     :30

DESCRIPTION: Scottsbluff Public Schools changes COVID-19 emergency 
response strategy

Scottsbluff Public Schools has a new pandemic emergency response plan based on 
feedback from November’s parent and staff COVID-19 survey, SBPS announced 
Thursday.

Starting Spring semester 2021, Scottsbluff Public Schools will no longer categorize its 
COVID-19 response strategy by four distinct levels --green, yellow, orange and red, 
according to SBPS representatives. Instead, the school district will use a gradient 
approach. Scottsbluff Public Schools Superintendent Rick Myles says this will allow 
schools to adapt response strategies to more holistically reflect the COVID-19 conditions 
in the community. To date, the four tiered approach meant schools had to operate strictly 
within a specific categorized response strategy.

“Now is the perfect time for why the gradient is different,” Superintendent Myles 
explained. “We’re actually in the orange [level]. In this past week the Panhandle Public 
Health District moved us up a little closer to red, however, right now, we’re concerned 
about the potential of a post-holiday spike. We had all of our staff and students away for 
a couple of weeks and as everybody comes back together, we want to do everything we 
can to make sure there’s not an unexpected spike that, maybe if we’d been a little more 
careful, we could have avoided.”

Superintendent Myles says schools will require students to remain on campus during 
lunch hours to minimize their risk of contracting COVID-19 while getting food in public 
and bringing it back to their peers during the school day. SBPS is also keeping a cap on 
attendance at sporting events through at least the end of January. Superintendent Myles 
says the schools plan to reevaluate some current restrictions at the start of February.

“We’re really trying to balance reason and moderation with safety,” Superintendent 
Myles said. “We know that if schools stay in session, that’s going to help the entire 
region’s economy and let people continue to go to work rather than be home with their 
kids.”

In a new “At a Glance” section on the Scottsbluff Public Schools website, SBPS will 
provide an updated chronology of the school district’s response based on current COVID-
19 conditions in the area.



Non-Broadcast Employee Activities
Quarter 1

There were no tours during the pandemic


