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Program Notes for Public File

Section I. Issues
• History and Politics
• International Issues
• Climate
• Human Rights
• Crime
• Politics
• Medicine/Health Issues

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2022 Q3 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date: 25 September 2022: Our planet and humankind are in danger. The warnings coming from 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres could not be more unambiguous. He says we are heading 
“towards an unlivable world. We are on a fast track to climate disaster. Major cities under water. 
Unprecedented heatwaves. Terrifying storms. Widespread water shortages. The extinction of a 
million species of plants and animals. This is not fiction or exaggeration,” he continues. “It is what 
science tells us will result from our current energy policies. We are on a pathway to global warming 
of more than double the 1.5-degree limit agreed in Paris. If you care about justice, and our children’s 
future, I am appealing directly to you. Climate promises and plans must be turned into reality and 
action, now. It is time to stop burning our planet, and start investing in the abundant renewable 
energy all around us.”

Air Date: 18 September 2022: Capitalism, COVID & the climate crisis are interconnected. Capitalism 
careens from one disaster to another. Its inequalities are grotesque. The pandemic is likely to take on 
new forms in the future. The climate emergency is all too obvious. The latest IPCC report, the UN 
agency on climate, makes for sobering reading. It warns that dire impacts from climate change will 
arrive sooner than many expect. The co-chair of the working group behind the report, said: Without 
immediate and deep emissions reductions across all sectors, it will be impossible.” Meanwhile, the 
UN secretary general, António Guterres, said some governments and businesses were “lying” in 
claiming to be on track for 1.5C. He warned: “Some government and business leaders are saying one 
thing – but doing another. Simply put, they are lying. And the results will be catastrophic.”

Air Date: 11 September 2022: Capitalism, COVID & the climate crisis are interconnected. Capitalism 
careens from one disaster to another. Its inequalities are grotesque. The pandemic is likely to take on 
new forms in the future. The climate emergency is all too obvious. The latest IPCC report, the UN 
agency on climate, makes for sobering reading. It warns that dire impacts from climate change will 
arrive sooner than many expect. The co-chair of the working group behind the report, said: “It’s now 
or never, if we want to limit global warming to 1.5C. Without immediate and deep emissions 
reductions across all sectors, it will be impossible.” Meanwhile, the UN secretary general, António 



Guterres, said some governments and businesses were “lying” in claiming to be on track for 1.5C. He 
warned: “Some government and business leaders are saying one thing – but doing another. Simply 
put, they are lying. And the results will be catastrophic.”

Air Date: 4 September 2022: The conventional view of U.S. wars follows a formulaic line: We are 
innocent victims of unprovoked attacks. The sleeping giant wakes and reluctantly goes to fight. All 
military action is imbued with benevolent intentions: human rights, democracy, and liberty. There 
are parades and flag-waving. Solemn ceremonies and gun salutes at funerals honor the fallen. But 
who asks for what and for whom were they killed? Who benefits? Weapons manufacturers and 
mercenary contractors make out like bandits. That’s a taboo subject. Resources? Empire expansion? 
Don’t go there. Stick to patriotism. You can mouth the typical prattle of they died for freedom. The 
Afghan war is Operation Enduring Freedom. And war crimes? That’s what they do, not us. 
Tribunals? Same deal: for them. Wars are packaged and sold just like any other commodity. 
Propaganda is skillfully used to win over the population.

Air Date: 28 August 2022: The conventional view of U.S. wars follows a formulaic line: We are 
innocent victims of unprovoked attacks. The sleeping giant wakes and reluctantly goes to fight. All 
military action is imbued with benevolent intentions: human rights, democracy, and liberty. There 
are parades and flag-waving. Solemn ceremonies and gun salutes at funerals honor the fallen. But 
who asks for what and for whom were they killed? Who benefits? Weapons manufacturers and 
mercenary contractors make out like bandits. That’s a taboo subject. Resources? Empire expansion? 
Don’t go there. Stick to patriotism. You can mouth the typical prattle of they died for freedom. The 
Afghan war is Operation Enduring Freedom. And war crimes? That’s what they do, not us. 
Tribunals? Same deal: for them. Wars are packaged and sold just like any other commodity. 
Propaganda is skillfully used to win over the population.

Air Date: 21 August 2022: This recording, recently discovered in the piles at AR, features the great 
radical historian talking with students at UNM. He is asked about getting past the culture of denial of 
the powerful. Drawing on his vast knowledge of history he says, “It always takes time and 
persistence. Every movement looks like it is hopeless in the beginning. It seems people have no 
power. But then people took risks. The most important thing we can do is not to hold back. Resist 
authority. The more people speak out it encourages others to do the same. The American system is 
controlled but it has little openings. We have to take advantage of those openings.” He tells the 
students about his friend and fellow WWII vet, Kurt Vonnegut and a letter the New York 
Times refused to print.

Air Date: 14 August 2022: “Congress shall make no law…abridging freedom of speech.” There it is. 
Plain and simple. The First Amendment to the Constitution. But since 9/11 that amendment has 
been under sustained attack. Whistleblowers John Kiriakou, Julian Assange, Chelsea Manning, 
Edward Snowden, and others are hounded, threatened and imprisoned by the U.S. government. A 
fascinating and compelling account of past and present efforts to secure and expand political and 
social rights for workers, women and African-Americans. A classic Zinn from our archives.

Air Date: 7 August 2022: “You wanna read a real history book?” Matt Damon asks Robin Williams in 
the movie Good Will Hunting. “Read Howard Zinn’s People’s History of the United States. That 
book’ll knock you on your ass.” It’ll do that and more. Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the 
United States has sold more than 2 million copies. And it keeps on selling. Zinn’s close friend Noam 
Chomsky said the book “changed the consciousness of a generation.” Zinn’s history from below 
approach was to foreground as he said, “the countless small actions of unknown people.” It was a 
sharp departure from the traditional great men framing of history: presidents, generals, leaders, etc. 
His unorthodox bottom-up approach presented the past stripped of its myths and propaganda.



Air Date: 31 July 2022: “You wanna read a real history book?” Matt Damon asks Robin Williams in 
the movie Good Will Hunting. “Read Howard Zinn’s People’s History of the United States. That 
book’ll knock you on your ass.” It’ll do that and more. Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the 
United States has sold more than 2 million copies. And it keeps on selling. Zinn’s close friend Noam 
Chomsky said the book “changed the consciousness of a generation.” Zinn’s history from below 
approach was to foreground as he said, “the countless small actions of unknown people.” It was a 
sharp departure from the traditional great men framing of history: presidents, generals, leaders, etc. 
His unorthodox bottom-up approach presented the past stripped of its myths and propaganda.

Air Date: 24 July 2022: The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change uses stark and dire 
language in its latest report. It says, “The cumulative scientific evidence is unequivocal: Climate 
change is a threat to human well-being and planetary health. Any further delay in concerted 
anticipatory global action on adaptation and mitigation will miss a brief and rapidly closing window 
of opportunity to secure a livable and sustainable future for all.” It warns of “irreversible” trends that 
will render parts of Earth “uninhabitable.” There was brief media coverage of the IPCC report and 
then it disappeared. There are workable solutions to slow down and stabilize the warming thus 
avoiding some catastrophic impacts. But as the co-chair of the report says, “It’s now or never.”

Air Date 17 July 2022: The corporate takeover of food with its toxic chemical inputs poses serious 
health and environmental problems. Corporate agriculture, The New York Times states 
unequivocally “is causing irreparable harm to the planet.” It is “ravaging the air, soil and water, 
destroying wildlife habitats and spurring climate chaos. The system, a vast web of industries and 
processes that stretches from seed to pasture, to packaging, to the supermarket, to the trash dump, 
produces at least a third of all human-caused greenhouse gases.” There are alternatives. We can learn 
much from traditional organic farming techniques as practiced by indigenous farmers. In this 
program, Vandana Shiva describes the importance of biodiversity and the interconnectedness of all 
life. She says, “What we do to the Earth, what we do to the land, what we do to biodiversity 
eventually comes back to us. There is no separation.”

Air Date: 10 July 2022: The Russian invasion of Ukraine has triggered the most dangerous 
international conflict in decades with ominous implications. It has already resulted in much death, 
destruction and displacement in Ukraine. A disruption in food supplies may lead to famine in West 
Asia, Latin America and Africa. And there is a possibility of the war escalating into something 
unthinkable. Understanding the root causes of the crisis is essential if we are to prevent it from 
getting worse and to find a way to bring it to a close. What role have the U.S. and NATO played 
historically and currently in Ukraine? What might a peace settlement look like?

Air Date: 3 July 2022: Imperialism is a term not applied by the mainstream media and traditional 
academics to anything the U.S. does. However, it is liberally applied to contemporary enemies or 
hoary empires of the past. Michael Parenti defines imperialism “as the process whereby the rulers of 
one country use economic and military power to expropriate the land, labor, markets and natural 
resources of another country in order to attain ever greater capital accumulation on behalf of wealthy 
interests at home and abroad.” Washington is always looking for euphemisms to cloak its real 
intentions thus “rules-based international order” is gaining currency. U.S. interventions are 
presented as promoting noble causes such as human rights, opposing tyranny and bringing 
democracy to others, and on and on.

.


