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WTEL-AM PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES  

  

Philadelphia Focus  

A 30 minute Public Affairs program, hosted by Lora Lewis, produced by Beasley Media 

Group Philadelphia.  

  

Public Service Announcements  

WTEL-AM programs recorded Public Service Announcements of general concern 

throughout the day.  

 

Syndicated and Brokered Programming  

WTEL-AM airs brokered and syndicated ESPN Radio programming through all 

dayparts, Monday through Sunday.  Brokered programming includes sports shows 

covering local professional and college teams, Clean and Sober Radio, addressing 

issues of addiction, Inside Medicine  discussing health issues, and Matinatta Musicale, 

a weekly program of Italian music and popular culture.   

  

A chronological list of the topics and airdates of syndicated and locally produced 

programs, a list of station organized or supported public service events receiving air 

attention and broadcast Public Service Announcements follows each identified 

community concern.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

 

 

 

  

ISSUES OF CONCERN TO STATION WTEL-AM  

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 2nd QUARTER, 2020 

  

Government/City Development  

Politics  

Business  

History 

  

Economy  

Personal Finance  

Economic Opportunity  

 

Family Issues  

Education  

Activities & Volunteerism 

Well-being  

  

Health & Public Safety  

  

Minority/Women’s Issues  

Immigration Issues  

Cultural Topics  

Women’s Issues  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Issue: City Development / Local, State and Federal Government   

  

Public Service Announcement – US Navy  

April 1 – TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information about the educational benefits of enlistment in the Navy. 

 

Public Service Announcement – US Marines 

April 1 – TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information about the work of the U.S. Marines protecting the shores of the United 

States. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

April 19, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Product Safety Investigator Maryanne McGerty Sieber discussed the agency’s work 

during the COVID 19 quarantine, they are still working at full capacity.  She offered an 

overview of the agency and its continuing role in maintaining US standards for 

consumer safety. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

April 26, 7:30 AM 

5 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Len Schroeder, owner of Bloomers Garden Center and host of Bloomers In The Garden 

radio show, discussed the services offered through local county extension offices, with 

direct links to local agricultural schools with great advice and resources. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

May 10, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Trooper Sanders, CEO of Benefits Data Trust, discussed how the Philadelphia based 

non-profit works with social and government agencies on contract to help distribute 

entitlements for food, housing, and healthcare.   

 

Philadelphia Focus 

May 17, 7:30 AM 

15 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Deborah Brown, American Lung Association Chief Mission Officer brought the results of 

the just released State of the Air report, an annual 'report card' on air quality.  We 

discussed the impact on not just health and the ecology, but also the impact of pollution 

on the economy and quality of living. She described the types of particles that are 

included in the study, not all man-made or industrial, but also pollen and soot.  She 

spoke on the American Lung Association’s lobbying and research work to inform the 

local, state and federal governments. 



 

Philadelphia Focus 

May 24, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Caitlin Chase, Communications Director of Mural Arts Philadelphia discussed their work 

within the city during the COVID 19 shut-down.  Working with the Mayor’s Office they 

identified properties shuttered for the long term to add portraits and temporary murals to 

celebrate healthcare and other vital workers.  She also spoke on the city’s budgeting for 

the agency and its programming, including Restorative Justice, employing the recently 

incarcerated within the arts world.      

 

Philadelphia Focus 

June 7, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Sherri Hope Culver, Associate Professor at the Klein College of Media and 

Communication in the Department of Media Studies and Production at Temple 

University discussed the role media plays in everything from choosing a restaurant to 

electing our leaders, and how the message is shaped and altered by the format of the 

platform used. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

June 14, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Communications Manager Mark Nardone discussed Winterthur, and its land and 

gardens and their importance in the region’s environmental health.  We talked about the 

900 acres that includes meadows, woodlands, the ponds and creeks that are part of the 

Delaware Estuary, and how they provide a natural habitat for many varieties of birds, 

including the native Kestrel, and the return of the natural living filters, the mussel. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

June 28, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes 

Najja Orr, President and CEO of the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging, discussed the 

federally mandated agency, one of 54 in the state of Pennsylvania, and one of hundreds 

of Corporation for Aging agencies,  coordinating services that help older residents live 

as independently as possible.  There is a Corporation for Aging for every county, you 

can find it through PCAcares. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Issue: Economy 
 
Public Service Announcement – U S ARMY  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 
A message about the many students today who are not graduating from high school 
because they are faced with mounting financial responsibilities for their families. 
 
Public Service Announcement – Works America and Ad Council 
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 
Information about foreclosure rescue available through agencies approved by HUD. 
 
Public Service Announcement  - Consumer Banker Foundation 
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times    
How to guard your credit score with responsible spending habits and timely bill paying. 
 
Public Service Announcement – Job Corps  
April 1 – TFN  
3 :60s, Various times  
Three messages that provide information on how to acquire marketable skills for the 
purpose of getting a job. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 10, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Trooper Sanders, CEO of Benefits Data Trust, discussed the Philadelphia based non-
profit, helping thousands of people access entitlements for food, housing, and 
healthcare.  We began with the fact that there is over 400 billion dollars in unclaimed 
funds that are lost each year – lost to the farmers, grocers, transportation system.  He 
discussed their mission to connect and educate the public on assistance they are 
entitled to receive but don’t know it or are deterred by the complicated enrollment 
process. We discussed the barriers, pride and stigma one of the largest. Mr. Sanders 
described how BDT works with both sides, the social service funders and the applicant, 
to help create more accessible, user-friendly systems to help alleviate poverty and get 
families back on track and to get more of these dollars back into the economy. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 31, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Jen Yuengling, 6th generation Yuengling brewer and VP of Operations, discussed her 
family’s business, America’s oldest continuing brewery, from its founding in 1829 by 
German immigrant David, through the wars, the Depressions and Prohibition when the 
third generation produced 3% beer and ice cream.  She described its expansion over 
the years, from its origins in Pottsville, to regional favorite and now national recognition 



with fan merchandise and facilities in Florida and she described the beer business to us, 
from the brewery, through bottling and distribution, the consumers through stores and 
their favorite bars, taverns and restaurants.  We talked about the iconic Lager, and new 
brands, including Flight, just being introduced.  We then talked about their Pandemic 
recovery efforts, keeping the brewery rolling through bottles instead of kegs, pledging 
$150,000 in support to HARP – the Hospitality Assistance Response Program, and 
now, the creation of CheersPA with Brand Ambassador Aaron Nola.  Make a donation 
to the cause by June 19th – 100% going to HARP, and you can win items signed by the 
Phillies All-Star pitcher, a chance to meet him, dinner with Larry Bowa, Carson Wence 
autographed items, and much more.   
 
 
 
Issue: Family Interests 
 
Public Service Announcement – United Way  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 
Information about reading to children who need help. 
 
Public Service Announcement – Mentoring  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times  
Information about how mentoring can help a child become a successful adult. 
 
Public Service Announcement – Take me Fishing  

March 5– TFN  

:60, Various times  

An appeal to spend time with kids to teach them to fish. 

 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 12, 7:30 AM 
30 minutes 
Dr. Yolanda Graham, SVP, Chief Clinical, Chief Medical Officer at Devereux Advanced 
Behavioral Health returned to discuss kids and their reaction to Kids social distancing. 
She explained that all children, not just children with intellectual or developmental 
disabilities or behavioral issues, will experience some level of trauma, they will act out, 
misbehave, become clingy or regress emotionally.  She advises parents to care for 
themselves, take time to relax, understand their own fears and concerns, and pause 
before reacting to a chlid’s outbursts or bad behavior.  She discussed the need for 
routines to add a form of security. She directed us to go to the Devereux website for tips 
and information on how to nurture a resilient child, tips that apply to any change or 
upheaval in a child’s life.    
 
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
April 26, 7:30 AM 
25 minutes of a 30 minute programs 
Len Schroeder, owner of Bloomers Garden Center and host of Bloomers In The Garden 
radio show, discussed the benefits of gardening – the exercise and the increased 
opportunity and desire to eat vegetables you grew yourself.  He reviewed the steps to 
creating a modern Victory Garden.  He told us that we begin with sun, we need a spot 
that has at least six hours of direct sunlight.  Whether it’s a garden plot or containers on 
the porch, the next step is soil, making sure that it is loose and porous.   He 
recommended checking the PH level, a test that can be done by your local garden 
center or county extension office.  We discussed augmenting the soil with compost and 
mulching, too.  Len suggested easy to grow vegetables, from seeds, sprouting 
vegetables or shared cuttings.  We talked about landscaping, too, and not over 
mulching trees.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 24, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Caitlin Chase, Communications Director of Mural Arts Philadelphia discussed their work 
within the city during the COVID 19 shut-down.  She told us about their ongoing 
programming to keep artists within the program employed creating ‘space pads,’ floor 
decals for area businesses to help with safe distancing, and their continuing online 
programs, Mural Lab, Murals on the Fly and Homeschool art education classes.       
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 7, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Sherri Hope Culver, Associate Professor at the Klein College of Media and 
Communication in the Department of Media Studies and Production at Temple 
University discussed the need for media literacy as part of the curriculum, with the same 
emphasis as learning to read.  She spoke about knowing what to trust; how to research 
and investigate sources to find the ones that you can rely on, and she warned of the 
dangers of not doing due diligence in verifying stories and images before passing them 
on.  She also discussed children and social media, especially in the COVID age, is it a  
companion or a distraction, how much time should anyone spend with a device?    
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 14, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Communications Manager Mark Nardone discussed Winterthur, the one of the country’s 
best loved and respected house museum and gardens, and its vital programming in 
American artisan work, decorative art and restoration.   He told us about the collections 
and the  thoughts behind their famous exhibitions, including costumes and floral 
decorations, and the many events throughout the year.   
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
June 21, 7:30 AM 
30 minutes 
Author and pyschologist Todd Pressman, PhD, discussed his new book, Deconstructing 
Anxiety and how to vanquish the five core fears holding you back.  He described the 
process of his work, combining modern therapy and the Zen practices of his travels, and 
how he developed the theory that a few universal fears prevent us from moving forward, 
in personal relationships and our professions.   He suggested mental exercises to 
discover what fear holds an individual back and ways to overcome it.     
 
 
Issue: Health & Public Safety 
 
Public Service Announcement – RAADD and Dept of Transportation    
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times  
Information about the dangers of texting and driving. 
 
Public Service Announcement  - FEMA 
:60, Various times    
A reminder to prepare supplies and evacuation plans for different emergencies and a 
number to call for info and tips. 
 
Public Service Announcement – Dept of Health and Human Services 
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 
For fathers, the importance of maintaining good health through healthy lifestyle choices. 
         
Public Service Announcement – Environmental Protection Agency  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 
A message about contaminants that can cause asthma, particularly in children and what 
to do for a child if they experience an asthma attack. 
        
Public Service Announcement – Dept of Health and Welfare  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 
A reminder about the importance of good nutrition, for children to stay healthy and 
energized, to remain active.  A website, letsmove.com, that provides recipes, ideas and 
other info. 
 
Public Service Announcement – The Gift of Life 
April 1 – TFN  
:30, Various times  
Information about the need for organ donors. 
 



Public Service Announcement – CDC  

March 5– TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information on prevention of COVID 19. 

Inside Medicine (Paid Content)  
Saturdays, 10:00 am   
60 minutes  
Dr. Joe Fallon and co-host Kal Rudman discuss a medical issue or emergency in depth, 
with guest experts adding information.   
 
Clean and Sober Radio (Paid Content)  
Sundays, 9:00 am   
60 minutes  
Gary Hendler discusses sobriety, difficulties maintaining it and solutions to everyday 
challenges. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 19, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Product Safety Investigator Maryanne McGerty Sieber returned with tips on staying safe 
while staying home.  We discussed dusting off old toys, games, sporting goods and 
hauling out exercise equipment that may be broken, missing pieces or lacking  an 
instruction manual. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 3, 7:30 AM 
30 minutes 
Dr. Arnold Baskies, Oncology Surgeon, Clinical Professor of Surgery at Rowan School 
of Medicine, Chairman of the American Cancer Society Global Cancer Control Advisory 
Council, and former Chairman of the National Board of Directors of the American 
Cancer Society, discussed how their mission and work continues despite the Covid 19 
lockdown.  He explained that treatment is a flexible thing, even in the best of times; an 
infection, a schedule change, all can affect treatment and it is assumed that there will be 
some interruption.  We discussed known cancer risks and discussed the part that 
genetics plays into it.  A surgical oncologist, he shared his enthusiasm and his early 
work in immunology, and described how it affects cancer treatment and its place in viral 
research, such as Covid 19 and other Corona virus vaccines.   We discussed the 
mission of the ACS and its commitment to funding innovative, breakthrough research, 
providing the funds to develop new studies into full programs.  Finally, we talked about 
how we can help in the fight against cancer, through education, lifestyle change and 
through volunteering, through driving, donating and participating in their many 
fundraisers, still going on virtually. 
 
 
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
May 17, 7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Deborah Brown, American Lung Association Chief Mission Officer discussed the health 
ramifications of the just released State of the Air report, an annual 'report card' on air 
quality.  She discussed chronic lung diseases and how air particles can cause and 
exacerbate many conditions.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 28, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program  
Najja Orr, President and CEO of the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging, discussed the 
issues facing the elderly, housing, lack of social interaction and access to care and how 
COVID 19 has added to their concerns.  He described the pathways to care they offer at 
PCA, safe and secure housing, including heat, safety features and repairs; health and 
well-being such as nutrition, access to medical care; and social care including legal aid 
and protection from elder abuse.  We talked about the increased burdens of the COVID 
crisis, interrupting social services and community interaction obtained through senior 
centers, loss of food services and isolation.  Director Orr told us about new meal 
services they are offering, direct delivery and Grab & Go meals they can collect 
themselves.   He also discussed the eventual reopening of centers and the return of the 
Senior Farmers Market Voucher program.   
 
 
Issue: Minority/Women’s Issues 
 
Public Service Announcement – Susan G Komen  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times  
Information about inviting listeners to get information on breast cancer treatment and 
support. 
 
Public Service Announcement – Women’s Heart Attack Symptoms. 
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times  
Information about recognizing heart attack symptoms for women. 
 
Public Service Announcement  - Hispanic Scholarship Fund  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 
A message about how a parent’s words to their child can help construct a better future 
for them and info regarding tools available to ensure a college education for them. 
 
Public Service Announcement – American Council on Education 
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times 



Information about classes available to help you learn English , to study for a GED, and 
to prepare for the GED test.   
 
Mattinata-Musicale  (Paid Content)  
Sundays, 7:00am  
60 minutes  
Music and entertainment news in Italian.  
 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 5, 7:30 AM 
30 minute program 
Beth Sturman, Executive Director, and Stacy Daugherty, Director of Community 
Outreach, at Laurel House discussed how women are dealing with domestic abuse and 
family violence during the COVID 19 quarantine.  Although assuring us that services, 
including emergency restraining orders, police assistance, emergency shelter and their 
24 hour  hot line and emergency response programs are still operating, they wanted 
everyone to be aware of the added dangers of this crisis.  Enforced isolation, job and 
money worries, children in the house and access to alcohol can increase domestic 
violence, it exacerbates bad behaviors already present.  They recommended having a 
plan for eventual escape, keeping important papers cash and clothing ready for 
themselves and their children, staying away from the abusive partner as much as 
possible and always, confiding and asking for help.  They provided resources for victims 
of domestic abuse and for family and friends, with help for the latter in reaching out In a 
supportive way.      
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 31, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Jen Yuengling, 6th generation Yuengling brewer and VP of Operations, discussed her 
family’s business and their commitment to the craft over the generations, and spoke of 
her three sisters are also working at the company.  She also discussed Pink Boots, a 
program they support to encourage women to enter the field.    
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 14, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Communications Manager Mark Nardone discussed Winterthur’s arts conservation 
programming with the University of Delaware, dedicated to recruiting more Black and 
people of color to the field, noting that diversity is vital in preserving history and only 1.5 
percent are African American.  He described the museum’s rare diaoramas saved from 
the 1940 American Negro Exposition in Chicago, a celebration of the 75th anniversary 
of the Emancipation Proclamation, and their hopes that it will spark an interest in art 
conservation and their internship program.   The dioramas have included depictions of 
Crispus Attuck’s death at the Boston Massacre, Matthew Hensen at the North Pole and 
currently, the WWI Harlem Hellfighters. 
 


