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PUBLIC AFFAIRS RELATED PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

 
 

News Updates – Weekdays (Monday-Friday) at 6:50 a.m.; 7:50 a.m.; 8:50 a.m.; 9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 1:50 p.m.; and 3:50 p.m. 
 
Community Weekly Interviews – Mondays at 9:00 a.m. 
 
[The following summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most 
significant treatment of community issues during the past quarter.  Programming frequently 
deals with more than one issue.] 

 
 

Coverage Addressing the Following Issues: 
 
 

1) Weather 
 
2) Court/Crime/Accidents/Fires 
 
3) City/County government 
 
4) Education 
 
5) Local Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Issue Date(s) Aired Time(s) Duration Description of the Segment 
Weather - Winter Storm 4-9-19 

4-10-19 
4-11-19 
4-12-19 
 
 
 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

4 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (4-8 
minutes total) 

A late winter/spring snow and 
ice storm hit the Lake County 
area in April.  The storm forced 
the closure of many businesses, 
schools, state offices and 
interstate highways. 

Weather - Flooding 4-13-19 
4-15-19 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

2 news 
stories-each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (2-4 
minutes total) 

Along with the snow and ice 
came flooding throughout the 
eastern part of the state. 
Flooding caused the closure of 
many roads in the area.  The 
combination of flooding and 
falling ice also damaged KJAM’s 
AM transmitter site, causing the 
station to be off-the-air for a few 
days until the building could be 
accessed and repairs could be 
made.  

Weather - Power outages 4-12-19 
4-15-19 
4-17-19 
4-29-19 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

4 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (4-8 
minutes total) 

The April blizzard and ice storm 
damaged thousands of power 
poles and left thousands of 
residents without power for up 
to a week after the storm.  Sioux 
Valley Energy provided updates 
on their work to restore power 
and the total damage estimates.  

Court/Crime 5-31-19 
6-7-19 
 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

2 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (2-4 
minutes total) 

Joseph Schmitz, who entered a 
guilty plea to manslaughter as 
part of a plea agreement for 
killing his fiancee in 2016, was 
sentenced in June.  Schmitz, 
who was scheduled to go on trial 
for murder in January, was free 
on bond when he was arrested in 
Brown County for sending a 
threatening e-mail to a news 
reporter in Sioux Falls.  In May, 
Schmitz made a motion to try to 
have his guilty plea withdrawn 
because he argued that he was 
groggy and did not know what 
he was doing when he made the 
agreement in January.  Circuit 
Judge Pat Pardy denied that 
request and in June, sentenced 
Schmitz to serve 15 years in the 
state penitentiary.  



Court/Crime 4-19-19 
4-27-19 
5-2-19 
5-14-19 
6-26-19 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 
 

5 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (5-10 
minutes total) 

A jury trial was set for the 
woman charged with driving 
drunk and killing a Madison man. 
Also, Madison Police made an 
arrest on a man and a juvenile 
wanted out of Omaha.  Police 
also investigated a few reports 
of stolen vehicles.  A couple of 
area men were sentenced in 
Lake County on drug charges, 
and one man on a rape charge 
during this quarter.  
 
 

Court/Crime-Accidents & 
Fires 

4-16-19 
4-17-19 
4-23-19 
4-30-19 
5-2-19 
5-6-19 
6-6-19 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 
 

7 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (7-14 
minutes total) 

KJAM reports on fire calls 
involving the Madison Fire 
Department.  Also, there were a 
couple of fatal accidents in our 
coverage area.  One was in 
Kingsbury County and involved 
a Lake County teenager who was 
to be charged for causing the 
accident.  Another fatal accident 
occurred in Moody County. A 
former Madison resident also 
died in a carbon monoxide 
accident at his home in April.  

City government 4-2-19 
4-16-19 
4-17-19 
4-19-19 
4-23-19 
4-30-19 
5-1-19 
5-7-19 
5-9-19 
5-22-19 
5-29-19 
6-10-19 
6-12-19 
6-25-19 
 
 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

14 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (14-28 
minutes total) 

KJAM News attends and reports 
on weekly Madison City 
Commission meetings.  Some of 
the topics during this quarter 
included the city’s water main 
project, zoning ordinance 
amendments, and the findings 
on the demolition of two 
historical properties on Egan 
Avenue.  The city also found 
itself in a sanitary sewer 
emergency, and also passed a 
subsequent sump pump 
ordinance.  Commissioners 
agreed to have an architect 
study done on new police & city 
offices, and heard several items 
in relation to the potential 
truShrimp facility locating in the 
Lakeview Industrial Park.  The 
city also will be updating its land 
use plan within the next year, 
and approved a permit for East 
River Electric to bore along 
Center Street to run fiber optic 
cable to its newest building. 



 
City government-Election 4-2-19 

4-3-19 
4-9-19 
4-10-19 
4-16-19 
4-17-19 
4-18-19 
4-19-19 
5-7-19 
 
 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

9 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (9-18 
minutes total) 

Madison’s Mayor’s seat was up 
for election this year. Candidate 
forums were held for the two 
candidates - incumbent Mayor 
Roy Lindsay and challenger 
Marshall Dennert.  During the 
city election, Dennert won by a 
small margin.  Lindsay asked for 
a recount, but it didn’t change 
the election results.  Dennert 
was sworn in as Madison’s 
Mayor in May. 

County government 4-3-19 
4-17-19 
5-8-19 
5-22-19 
5-23-19 
6-5-19 
6-10-19 
6-19-19 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

8 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes in 
length (8-16 
minutes total) 

KJAM News also attends and 
reports on the twice monthly 
Lake County Commission 
meetings.  During this quarter, 
commissioners approved a 
repeal of the county’s drainage 
ordinance and approved a wage 
analysis for the county.  The 
commission denied requests for 
the expansion of a gravel pit and 
to take over a road near the city 
of Brant Lake.  Commissioners 
also heard an update on the 
proposed truShrimp facility from 
LAIC Executive Director Eric 
Fosheim, and started hearing 
budget requests for the county’s 
2020 budget.  A CAFO permit 
was approved for a cattle 
operation in the county, and 
several personnel items were 
acted upon.  

Education - Madison Central 
School District 

4-15-19 
4-16-19 
4-30-19 
5-11-19 
5-14-19 
5-20-19 
5-24-19 
5-29-19 
6-11-19 
6-19-19 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

10 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes 
(10-20 
minutes total)  
 
 

The Madison Central School 
Board discussed adding on 
more school days to the school 
calendar because of the large 
amount missed because of the 
bad winter/spring weather. 
Certified staff negotiated 
agreements were approved by 
the board, as well as a couple of 
grants to help with the purchase 
of school buses.  The month of 
May brought graduations - both 
high school and EMPOWER - as 
well as the announcement of 
several scholarship winners. 
The board also announced the 
district would provide free 
lunches for kids for the second 



year during the summer, and 
voted to keep breakfast and 
lunch prices the same for the 
next school year.  The Howard 
School Board also held a school 
board election during this 
quarter.  

Education - Dakota State 
University 

4-4-19 
4-5-19 
4-22-19 
4-29-19 
5-21-19 
5-23-19 
6-7-19 
6-22-19 
6-27-19 
 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

9 news 
stories – each 
1-2 minutes 
(9-18 minutes 
total) 
 

Dakota State University in 
Madison received approval for a 
new residence hall to be built on 
campus.  The Board of Regents 
also approved a tuition increase 
and a new Doctoral Degree for 
DSU. Spring commencement 
was held the first weekend in 
May, and a new provost and Vice 
President was also announced in 
May.  U.S. Congressman Dusty 
Johnson spoke at HOBY on the 
DSU campus in June, and 
Governor Kristi Noem spoke to 
girls attending the CybHER 
camp for cyber security, also in 
June.  

Local Madison Chamber 
report 

Mondays  
 
 

9:00 a.m. 5 minutes each 
time (just more 
than an hour 
total) 

Greater Madison Area Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director 
Eric Hortness is on-air each 
Monday with a report on the 
week’s happenings for the 
Chamber and Chamber 
members.  
 



Local Business News 4-1-19 
4-5-19 
4-24-19 
4-26-19 
5-30-19 
6-3-19 
6-4-19 
6-13-19 
6-14-19 

News updates  
6:50 a.m.; 
7:50 a.m.; 
8:50 a.m.; 
9:50 a.m.; 
11:50 a.m.; 
1:50 p.m.; 
3:50 p.m. 

9 news stories 
– each 1-2 
minutes (9-18 
minutes total) 
 

East River Federal Credit Union 
announced a new president and 
CEO in April, and the Interlakes 
Area United Way released its 
funding amounts for area 
agencies.  The expansion of Life 
Floor in Madison was announced 
in April, and U.S. Senator John 
Thune visited Madison and A.H 
Meyer & Sons honey processing 
facility in Winfred.  The Lake 
Area Improvement Corporation 
held its annual meeting, and 
local Pastor Constanze 
Hagmaier was elected Bishop of 
the ELCA.  Prairie Village also 
held its pageant in June, the 
Library kicked off its Summer 
Reading program, and the United 
Way announced its Win Big 
raffle kickoff and Delta Dental 
bus returning.  KJAM staff also 
helped out with the annual Relay 
for Life for Lake County, with 
KJAM’s Matt Groce winning the 
Shining Star Award.  

 
 


