
 
 
 
WCCU 
Local Issues/Programs List 
4th Quarter 2014 
 
WCCU’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 4th Quarter of 2014: 
 

 Adoption 

 Child Passenger Safety 

 Crime/Court 

 Economy 

 Education 

 Government 

 Shelter Pet Adoption 

 Unplanned Pregnancy Prevention 

 
Programs that provided coverage of these community issues:  
 
 
Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week. 

 
NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m. 
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week. 
 

Fox Scene—airs Monday-Sunday at various dates and times 
The FOX Scene is a 60-second vignette that highlights local events in our market.  
 

Public Service Announcements  
WRSP airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  



Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 4th quarter of 2014 are listed in 
this report.  
 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY  
 

 
FOX Scene Champaign 
Aired various dates and times 
 
The Springfield Urban League ‗Head Start‘ program is looking for coats for ages 6 
months to 6 years.  Over 800 children in the Springfield-Jacksonville area are in need of 
a winter coat.  Viewers can drop off new or gently used coats at any of the Green 
Family Stores dealerships. 
 
The Benld Adopt-A-Pet has a lot of animals that are looking for homes.  Interested 
viewers can fill out a simple application and take home a new pet.  Viewers can visit 
www.benldadoptapet.org for more information. 
 
   

Crime and Court 
 
October 10, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 1 second 
 Liz Foster reported that parents were concerned after a gun was reported at 
Grant Middle School.  The school was on a soft lockdown earlier yesterday afternoon 
after a student told the principal he saw another student with a gun.  Police did not find 
a gun, but stayed until school let out and all students left the building.   
 
October 23, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 26 seconds 
 Brett Baldeck reported that the death of a woman in Christian County last 
summer has just now been ruled a homicide.  Taylorville Police and the Christian 
County State‘s Attorney refused to comment today saying there was more evidence 
being collected in this case.  Sources said that just before midnight on June 25, 2013, 
police received a 9-1-1 call from a man claiming to be her husband, saying she was 
unresponsive in the bathtub.  Mary Agnew‘s death was ruled an accidental drowning.  
Agnew and her husband lived on the 500 block of South Washington Street.  Neighbors 
declined to go on camera, but said Agnew and her husband usually kept to themselves.  
Tonight, Illinois State Police are investigating.  They would not comment on whether or 
not the investigation is on-going of if they‘ve found a person of interest in the case. 
 

http://www.benldadoptapet.org/


October 24, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 21 seconds 
 Natalie Sparaccio reported that the plea from a Springfield man charged with 
attempted murder is not guilty.  Springfield Police say earlier this month, 24-year old 
Robert Hunt tried to stab his sleeping step-father, 33-year old Shane Reid.  
Investigators say Reid‘s injuries were not life-threatening.  Hunt remains in Sangamon 
County jail this morning on a 500-thousand dollar bond. 
 
October 24, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 59 seconds 
 Brett Baldeck reported that Jacksonville Police are searching for the person who 
shot and killed a 24-year old man early this morning.  The Morgan County Coroner 
confirms Marcus Jackson died at Passavant Hospital from multiple gun shots.  
Jacksonville Police say the shooting took place near the intersection of North Fayette 
Street and West Douglas Avenue shortly after two o‘clock this morning.  Neighbors in 
the area tell us they saw more than a dozen people arguing in the street.  Police say 
they have a person of interest but haven‘t made any arrests and are not releasing 
details on the suspect. 
 
November 25, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 53 seconds 
 Maggie Poteau reported that the Macon County Sheriff‘s office is investigating a 
weekend attack along the bike trail near Fairview Park.  The Sheriff‘s office said a 20-
year old Millikin student was walking along the path around 11 a.m. on Saturday when a 
white male grabbed her and took her into the woods.  She was able to escape the 
attack when another person came along the path.  The Sheriff‘s office posted 
information about the attack on facebook, which has been beneficial to their 
investigation.  Witnesses say the suspect is between the ages of 30 and 40 years old 
weighing 140 to 170 pounds, dark hair, with a slim cut of a goatee.  He was wearing a 
black jacket and jeans. 
 
November 26, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 30 seconds 
 Liz Foster reported that Springfield Police are asking for Public‘s help finding the 
man who held up a financial institution on the north end of town.  Investigators say the 
man, about six feet tall and in his 50‘s, entered the ―Check ‗N Go‖ near 17th and 
Sangamon around 10:45 yesterday morning.  He then showed a gun and demanded 



money.  The robber also took jewelry from the employees there.  No shots were fired, 
and no one was hurt. 
 
December 9, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes and 20 seconds 
 Liz Foster reported that a local woman was pepper sprayed in the face during a 
violent home break-in. Christian County investigators say that it‘s not a coincidence that 
there‘s police officers dedicated to the town of Kincaid, either.   Hayden Brown said ―As 
she opened the door, they sprayed her in the face with mace and shoved her down into 
the house.‖  The woman was trying to do a good deed after a man knocked on the door 
saying his car broke down and he needed to borrow her phone.  The two men forced 
their way in and stole two safes from the bedroom closet, full of collectible coins.  The 
total value of the coins was almost $10,000.  ―It just upsets me that someone would 
come into my home, take my personal property and what makes me the most upset is 
assault my girlfriend and spray her in the face with Mace.‖  Investigators and Brown 
both believe one of Brown‘s friends was involved.  Fingerprints were left behind on the 
door, and if they have been arrested before, their fingerprints will be on file.  The 
Christian County Sheriff‘s office has stepped up patrols in the Village of Kincaid. 
 
December 22, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 1 minutes and 20 seconds 
 Maggie Poteau reported that a murder investigation is underway in Champaign 
and a second victim continues to fight for his life after an early morning shooting in the 
400 block of Brookwood drive.  The Champaign County Coroner says 40 year old 
Rashidi Overstreet was pronounced dead at the scene around 2:15 this morning.  
Investigators say Overstreet died from a gunshot wound when shots were fired inside 
the residence.  The second man is a 35 year old from Urbana who was sent to Carle 
Hospital with life threatening injuries.  Overstreet‘s Aunt says today‘s incident wasn‘t out 
of the norm.  ―It‘s a lot of unsolved crimes that‘s been happening over in this area of 
people losing their lives and a lot of people have not been caught that‘s doing it.   
And right now, I‘m kind of confused because I see a lot of good people being killed for 
no reason.‖  Crime Scene technicians are also processing evidence related to this 
shooting.  Earlier today, police say the Urbana man was in surgery for his injuries, but 
were unable to give his name or any other details.  Detectives and investigators are 
interviewing several people who were there when the shooting occurred, but as of right 
now, no arrests have been made. 
 

Economy 
 
October 4, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 



Segment was 1 minute and 44 seconds 
 Alicia Lewis reported that the Illinois Department of Agriculture challenges 
citizens to ―Shop Illinois‖ and purchase ten dollars of local products every week in an 
effort to boost the economy.  If consumers would spend just ten dollars a week on 
Illinois made products, the state would generate 2.4 billion dollars of increased revenue.  
It would also help create local jobs. 
 
October 20, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 18 seconds 
 Lindsey Hess reported that unemployment in Illinois has dropped for the seventh 
straight month in September.  The Department of Employment Security says the rate 
dropped a tick from 6.7%, to 6.6%.  Unemployment is down 2.5% from last year but it‘s 
still higher than the national average. 
 
October 23, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 56 seconds 
 Liz Foster reported that one restaurant after another has fallen victim to a 
sluggish economic recovery.  Bleachers Grill, Quaker Steak and Lube, Ross Isaac, 
Centrum Café‘, and most recently Cheddars, are all restaurants in Springfield that have 
closed within the last year.  One factor is rising costs.  From food prices to health care 
costs and taxes, the burden on restaurant‘s bottom line has gotten heavier.  According 
to the National Restaurant Association, average wholesale food prices jumped nearly 
the same pace, putting additional pressure on restaurants‘ bottom lines.   
 
November 20, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 50 seconds 
 Adam Rife reported that spending cuts are coming, and Illinois Military bases will 
be affected.  This from Lieutenant Governor Sheila Simon today, who says the State 
needs to be prepared.  Simon speaking from the Capitol today about the huge impact 
military installations has on the Illinois economy.  A partnership between the State and 
the Illinois Chamber of Commerce found the bases are directly responsible for 150,000 
jobs and 13.3 billion dollars. 
 
December 24, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 28 seconds 
 Jenn Sullivan reported that for the 5th time in the past six months, Illinois‘ 
unemployment rate dropped in each of the 12 metro areas.  The Illinois Department of 
Employment Security‘s monthly report showed the biggest unemployment 



improvements in November were some of the state‘s hardest-hit areas.  Decatur‘s 
jobless rate fell from 12.2 percent in November 2013 to 7.9 percent.  The Danville area 
unemployment fell from 12.2 percent to 8.1 percent, and Springfield fell from 7.7 percent 
to 5.9 percent. 
 
 

Education 
 
October 1, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 2 minutes and 10 seconds 
 Garrett Brnger reported that Principal Gary Gullone tendered his resignation at 
Clinton Elementary School amidst an on-going DCFS investigation.  Superintendent Jeff 
Holmes confirmed an on-going investigation into a lone incident on September 23, 
2014, in which the safety of a student was ―jeopardized.‖  Holmes emphasized the 
incident was not of sexual nature and that it is the only one he has heard of relating to 
Gullone. 
  
October 8, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 55 seconds 
 Brett Baldeck reported that the citizens of Morgan County could soon be paying 
more to help fund local schools.  A 1% sales tax increase will be on the ballot for next 
month‘s election.  The Jacksonville school board approved a plan over the summer to 
remodel Turner Junior High School and expand it into a middle school.  The renovations 
on that school alone would cost $21 million dollars.  A county-wide sales tax increase 
would pay for the construction.   
 
October 9, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 47 seconds 
 Jordan Abudayyeh reported that fewer students are now attending college.  Over 
the last two years, enrollment numbers have dropped almost 500,000 students per year.  
Community Colleges are taking the brunt of the dropping enrollment numbers. The U.S. 
Census reported that the pool of college students is shrinking.  Most colleges say that 
their levels are stabilizing back to the pre-recession levels because when the economy 
is doing better fewer people go back to school. 
 
October 22, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 14 seconds 



 Liz Foster reported that Illinois public school students may soon be required to 
perform community service as part of their high school graduation requirements.  It‘s 
one of several recommendations by a state task force, to help kids become responsible 
adults.  Illinois is 1 of 10 states that does not require civic education.  The ―Illinois Task 
Force on Civic Education‖—commissioned by lawmakers—has outlined the following 
recommendations:  

 Requiring a civics course for discussing current events and how laws are 
created  

 Updating social studies standards 

 Emphasizing training for teachers 

 Requiring community service for middle and high school students 
 
November 3, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 50 seconds 
 Jordan Abudeyyeh reported that a local grandparent is taking bullying education 
into her own hands.  She says her granddaughter was bullied at Springfield High 
School.  Sandra Logan joined a handful of supporters outside the school today, to 
protest bullying.  Logan says they talked with the principal of the school and she claims 
little is being done to address the bullying claims.  Logan says that‘s when she decided 
to send her own message.  Sandra Logan, grandparent of bullied student: ―She‘s not 
alone; she‘s not in it alone.  We‘re here for her, and as well as anyone else that needs 
the help.  We‘re here for her.  When we get together we stick together and we can make 
it happen.‖ Springfield Public School district 186 leaders say they‘re unaware of any 
concerns at Springfield High School.  A spokesperson for the school said the district is 
committed to addressing bullying issues and has a zero tolerance policy. 
 
November 24, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute  
 Michelle London reported that Lincoln Land Community College recently started 
the Value Added local food program.  The purpose is to help culinary students learn the 
importance of producing their own foods.  According to workforce specialists at Lincoln 
Land, Illinois consumers spend about 48 billion dollars on food annually.  They say 
they‘re hoping students who graduate from the program will go on to develop new food 
businesses locally and statewide. 
 
December 16, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 41 seconds 
 Jordan Abudayyeh reported that more security may be coming to public schools.  
This after 2 high school students allegedly smuggled handguns into 2 different city high 
schools.  The committee charged with finding solutions laid them out at last night‘s 



school board meeting.  The committee wants new policies to be proactive instead of 
reactive.  The security suggestions were broken down into what the district can do right 
now, what they can work on for the near future, and things they‘re still studying.  Right 
now the district wants to buy 20 handheld scanning wands to continue their random 
scans instead of borrowing the wands from the Springfield Police.  They also want to 
outfit security personnel with a uniform so they can easily be identified.  The district has 
also been in talks with Springfield Police about bringing full-time officers back to the 
school.  In the near future, the district also wants to get more security cameras in 
schools that have them, and adding them to other middle schools that don‘t.  They also 
want to provide more training to teachers, staff and security.  The immediate steps will 
cost the district about two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.  Most of that money will 
come from the total budget.  Administrators say they can afford to make those changes 
right now. 

  
Government 
  
October 14, 2014 
NewsChannel at Nine  
9 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Segment was 50 seconds 
 Adam Rife reported that Republican candidate Paul Schimpf announced that if 
elected, he would better empower Illinois residents to fight corruption.  In part of his 
campaign stops called ―Reasons to trust a retired Marine‖, Schimpf says he‘s not happy 
with how things have been run under incumbent Lisa Madigan, saying corruption has 
cost Illinois taxpayers a lot.  Schimpf says he faces a tough test in the election, and 
says he‘ll be steering away from negative campaigning. 
 
October 16, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 27 seconds 
 Jordan Abudayyeh reported that citizens in Springfield say there isn‘t enough 
transparency at city hall—that‘s why the city is considering hiring a ―watchdog‖ or 
Inspector General.  After spending thousands on a firm to study the position, the city 
council is poised to move forward with one of the law firm‘s recommendations.  The goal 
for Aldermen at city hall is to find someone who can hold city officials accountable if 
something doesn‘t seem right.  Aldermen heard three recommendations for the 
Inspector General position on Tuesday night.  Representatives from the Hillard Heintze 
firm say hiring an outsider works best because of ―distrust‖ among city officials.  There 
are concerns about giving too much power to someone who‘s part a part of city 
government.  Alderman Cory Jobe wanted to hire the firm to study the options and he 
agrees outsourcing would be the best option.  The city council still needs to vote on the 
ordinance to outsource the job. 
 
November 5, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 



7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 48 seconds 
 Adam Rife reported that the race for Governor this year was the most expensive 
in Illinois history.  The Associated Press gave Bruce Rauner the victory.  Incumbent Pat 
Quinn and the Democrats, however, say there are still a lot of counties to do.  Rauner‘s 
lead at the end of election night approached 150,000 votes, but a Quinn spokesperson 
says there are provisional and mail-in ballots left uncounted in Cook County, specifically 
the city of Chicago.  Both Quinn and Rauner addressed their supporters after the AP 
made the call.  The difference in tone was stark.  Quinn stated ―There‘s still a lot of 
votes to be counted.  I don‘t believe in throwing in the towel when there‘s that many 
votes to be counted.‖ Rauner stated ―This is a victory for every family in Illinois.  Are you 
ready for a new direction?!‖  Most of the polls in the final few weeks gave Quinn a slight 
edge, making Rauner‘s ultimate 5% victory that much more surprising.  In his victory 
speech, Rauner told supporters he called house speaker Mike Madigan and Senate 
President John Cullerton and told them this is an opportunity to build together.  He also 
reiterated his economic-growth plans.  The challenge now will be forging relationships 
with many of the Democrats he rallied against on the campaign trail. 
 
December 6, 2014 
Good Day Illinois 
7 a.m. – 9 a.m. 
Segment was 1 minute and 2 seconds  
 Jordan Abudayyeh reported that preparations are already underway for municipal 
elections, even though they do not take place until next year.  Challenges to some of 
the candidates‘ positions have been filed.  Longtime Alderman Frank Edwards‘ petition 
has been challenged by his opponent in the race for Treasurer, Craig Burns.  Burns 
says it would be a conflict of interest for Edwards to be Treasurer since they write the 
checks for the fire pension fund and Edwards receives one. Edwards says there are 
checks and balances in place and that the Treasurer doesn‘t have direct control of 
those accounts. 

 
 

Adoption 
 Various dates and times 

 PSA aired 24 times 

 PSA sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for 
Children and Families and  AdoptUSKids  

There are approximately 102,000 kids in foster care that are still waiting for an adoptive 
family.  This campaign issues a call to action for prospective families to consider foster 
care adoption. 

 
Child Passenger Safety 

 Various dates and times 

 PSA aired 84 times 

 PSA sponsored by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  



Motor vehicle accidents are a leading cause of death for children that are 1-12 years 
old.  Based on crash data from 2012, averages of 2 children per day were killed and 
332 injured.  The fatality rate could be drastically reduced if the proper car seats were 
used. This campaign encourages parents and caregivers of children ages 0-12 to visit 
www.safecar.gov/therightseat to help find the right car seat for their child. 
 

Shelter Pet Adoption 
 Various dates and times 

 PSA aired 26 times 

 PSA sponsored by The Humane Society of the United States and Maddie‘s Fund 
There are 2.7 million healthy pets that are up for adoption each year.  This campaign 
encourages viewers to adopt from shelters.  Viewers are encouraged to visit 
www.theshelterproject.org for more information. 
 

Unplanned Pregnancy Prevention 
 Various dates and times 

 PSA aired 9 times 

 PSA sponsored by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned 
Pregnancy 

Young unmarried women in the United States between the ages of 18 to 29 report that 
more than 7 in every 10 pregnancies are unplanned.  High levels are found across all 
groups of women; however, the highest rates include minority women, lower income 
women and women with limited education.  This campaign encourages women to ―take 
the awkward out‖, by exploring birth control options online at www.Bedsider.org.   
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