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 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  
 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  
responded to by KBSI-TV, Cape Girardeau, Mo., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 
 

January 1, 2015 through March 31, 2015 

 
The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

KBSI-TV 1
ST

 QUARTER 2015 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME/VIOLENCE/GANGS 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 2/9:02pm 
Length:  0:53 
Source:  Local 
Description:  As of January 1st, all Poplar Bluff, Mo., police officers have officially began 
wearing body cameras.  Sgt. Keith Hefner says that after incidents in other cities like Ferguson, 
Mo., this gives the officer the benefit of an accurate account for any disputed incident.  Each 
officer is assigned a camera, and at the end of their shift, the camera is placed in a dock where the 
footage is downloaded and stored.  
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 3/5:02am 
Length:  8:11 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Brittany Talley, coordinator of the Campus Violence Prevention 
Program at Southeast Missouri State University.  Ms. Talley discusses how the program attempts 
to address the issue of sexual violence and assault on campus.  The program works to help 
students by addressing matters such as what is and is not sexual consent, as well as finding ways 
to encourage reporting of assaults.  She also discusses how the first six weeks of the school year 
are often the most active for sexual assault and how the program works with coaches and players 
from the school’s football team to try to temper assaults during this period.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 17/9:05pm 
Length:  0:59 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A story on the growing problem of pet flipping, which is stealing someone’s family 
pet and then reselling it for profit.  Sara Hawkins, a volunteer at the DuQuoin, Il., animal shelter, 
says she hopes more people become aware of the crime and better protect themselves from losing 
their pets.  She adds that it is very traumatic for the animals by being taken from their home and 
ending up in an strange environment or being used as bait for dog-fighting training.  
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ISSUE:  CRIME/VIOLENCE/GANGS  Continued 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 3/9:01pm 
Length:  1:42 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Discussion is expected tomorrow by the Missouri state senate to require all law 
officers to wear body cameras while on duty.  While many like the idea, the cost is an issue.  
Captain Don Trout, Poplar Bluff, Mo., police department, says they were lucky by being able to 
find the necessary funds.  However, he also understands that not all police departments will be 
able to afford the price, not just for the cameras; but also for the computer storage.  Another issue 
brought up by Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster is privacy and who is allowed to see the 
video.  All are items that need to be discussed by lawmakers before a decision is made. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 21/5:23am 
Length:  4:53 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Corporal Darin Hickey of the Cape Girardeau Police Department, discusses some 
of the department’s various community outreach programs to help allow police and residents to 
interact and get to know each other better; such as the Citizen Police Experience, which allows 
residents to spend time on the job with a police officer and learn what they encounter during a 
typical day, and Coffee with Cops, which creates opportunities for residents and police to discuss 
issues in a more social setting.  Corporal Hickey also discusses the city confidential tip line 
which allows residents to give information concerning crime anonymously.  Hickey says the tip 
line has been very successful, and the department is looking into accepting texts and creating an 
app for tips.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 18/9:01pm 
Length:  1:34 
Source:  Local 
Description:  While it’s become easy to make anonymous comments on-line, a local man learned 
that if your comment crosses the line, you can pay the price.  On February 23rd, some 
Caruthersville, Mo., parents were shocked to find a threatening comment targeting the 
elementary school.  Police were able to track the comment to 55-year old William Taylor.  Police 
Chief Tony Jones, says that they will prosecute even though Mr. Taylor claims it was just a joke. 
 Jones says the police are taking these types of comments seriously and will no longer tolerate 
people making threatening posts on-line.  Jones adds that while some may claim “freedom of 
speech,” there is a difference between free speech and comments that create widespread fear. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  January 3/5:13am 
Length:  6:24 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Vanessa Lander, Communicable Disease Coordinator for the Cape 
Girardeau County Public Health Center.  Ms. Lander discusses the importance of getting 
vaccinated, especially for those who are often the most vulnerable such as the elderly or young 
children.  Also, for those who don’t get vaccinated, she discusses ways to avoid getting sick or 
spreading the flu, such as washing your hands, coughing into your sleeve, or staying home from 
work or school if you are already sick. 
 
Program:  Independently Speaking 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  January 17/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Jane Wernsman, executive director of the Cape Girardeau County 
Health Department, who discusses health issues facing the area, including the recent spread of 
the Enterovirus.  There are no longer any active cases in the area; but the virus has been known to 
cause respiratory problems primarily for infants, children and young teens.  Mr. Wernsman offers 
tips on how to avoid getting the flu and colds, including washing your hands and using 
handwipes, getting plenty of rest, eating a nutritional diet, avoiding crowds, and getting a flu 
shot.  She also discusses being prepared for the cold winter weather, such as dressing properly, 
keeping a winter emergency pack in the car, and preventing winter related injuries.  Ms. 
Wernsman also discusses that although there are no cases of ebola in the area, they are working 
with the CDC and the state health department on tracking and handling any potential cases. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  February 2/9:02pm 
Length:  1:53 
Source:  Local 
Description:  After four college campuses have reported outbreaks of measles, a look at how 
local universities are responding.  Although the state of Missouri doesn’t require a measles 
vaccine for college students, Southeast Missouri State University is highly recommending that all 
students be vaccinated.  While vaccinations are required in Illinois, which means that students at 
Southern Illinois University must be able to show proof before enrolling.  Two Southeast 
Missouri State University students discuss the importance of being vaccinated, especially for new 
students living on campus. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  February 5/9:00pm 
Length:  1:43 
Source:  Local 
Description:  With the announcement of a new smartphone app that can aid a person in learning 
if they have a sexually transmitted disease, a look at how some doctors are using new technology 
to help their patients.  Ear, nose and throat specialist, Dr. Chris Jung, says he now has patients 
send him pictures of a rash or their throat and he can call them back if it’s necessary to come in 
for a closer look or treatment.  He says using this technology is especially helpful for people who 
live in rural areas, and in the past may have chosen to pass up treatment to avoid a trip into town. 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 6/9:35pm 
Length:  1:14 
Source:  Local 
Description:  As the number of reported cases of measles grow, day care centers are having to 
take a closer look at how they may respond to potential outbreaks.  Shena Whitaker, assistant 
director of Little Hopper’s Daycare in Cape Girardeau, says all employees have been vaccinated 
and they practice proper cleaning techniques.  She adds that while they don’t require that children 
are vaccinated, their plan, if there is a local outbreak, is to notify the parents of any untreated 
children that the child is no longer allowed in the daycare until the outbreak has passed. 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  February 23/9:10pm 
Length:  0:44 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A new survey of nursing facilities was unfavorable to local nursing homes.  Using 
data compiled by Medicare.gov, concerning items such as health inspections, staffing hours and 
quality control, the report ranked more than 40% of area nursing homes as below average.  Aging 
specialist, Jan McFerron, says this reveals the reason why family members need to do their 
homework and visit the facilities before making a decision, which will help make a happier 
experience for their loved one.  
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 25/9:04pm 
Length:  1:27 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The annual Heart to Heart Luncheon took place in Cape Girardeau, to discuss the 
issue of women’s heart disease.  Heart Disease is the number one killer of women, with about 
one in three women dying from the disease.  Cardiologist, Esther Kim, says that too often women 
see themselves as caregivers; but neglect to pay attention to their own health, including signs 
such as high blood pressure and diabetes.  She adds that many women develop heart disease later 
in life, often after menopause. 



6 
 

ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 14/9:04pm 
Length:  1:31 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Many 911 call centers, across the country, are struggling financially, sometimes 
turning to consolidation as a solution.  One local example are the call centers for Scott County 
and the city of Sikeston, Mo.  After a phone tax did not pass, the two call centers are considering 
joining together under one roof, sharing personnel and facilities.  Supervisor Diane Ballard says 
that while it will take some extra work, callers shouldn’t see any change in service. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 15/9:01pm 
Length:  1:48 
Source:  Local 
Description:  You can’t smell or see it, but the EPA estimates that one in every fifteen homes 
have dangerous levels of the radioactive gas radon.  Radon is a gas that is created as uranium 
decays, and will seep up through the ground and into homes through cracks in the foundation.  
Radon expert David Parkhill demonstrates the equipment used to measure radon levels in homes 
and adds that most homes should be checked every year or two; but are usually only checked 
when the home is being sold.  If high levels of radon is found, a mitigation system can be 
installed, usually costing about $1,500. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 30/9:03pm 
Length:  1:31 
Source:  Local 
Description:  New requirements by the FCC set a deadline of five years in which wireless carriers 
must be able to pinpoint a cellphone location within fifty meters for 911 call centers.  Sam 
Herndon, operations manager for Cape County Public Ambulance, says the more precise location 
will be very helpful, especially if the caller becomes unresponsive.  It’s estimated that the new 
regulation will help save more of the approximately 10,000 lives that are lost each year due to 
slow response time.  Cell phone companies are opposed to the regulations, saying the cost will be 
too great; while civil liberty groups are concerned about privacy issues and how that date may be 
used. 
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ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 16/9:04pm 
Length:  1:46 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A reminder by the Missouri State Highway Patrol of the importance of properly 
clearing snow and ice from your vehicle before getting out on the road.  The Highway Patrol 
states that you can be held liable for any accident or damaged caused to another vehicle by snow 
flying off of your car.  Another issue is a lack of visibility.  Ernie Crump, from Cape Girardeau, 
recalls how his car was damaged by a motorist whose windshield wasn’t properly cleared. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 26/9:06pm 
Length:  1:57 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at the controversy of parents leaving children unattended in the car to run 
errands, while temperatures outside are below freezing.  Sgt. Alex Broch, from the Jackson, Mo., 
police department, says even though the car may seem warm when you stop, the temperature 
inside the car can drop rapidly after the engine is turned off, especially if the wind is blowing.  
Even if you leave the car running, you can run the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning due to gas 
building up inside the car. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 20/9:07pm 
Length:  1:18 
Source:  Local 
Description:  After the filing of a class action lawsuit which claimed there are unacceptable 
levels of arsenic in several brands of California wines, we spoke to Keller Ford, owner of Primo 
Vino in Cape Girardeau, who says that unless you are drinking large amounts of wine, you 
should be safe.  He adds that if you are concerned, there are other affordable brands that are not 
listed in the lawsuit, or the consumer could opt for a higher-end brand.  He also believes that this 
may lead to the way wine is made and could create a push toward tighter regulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

ISSUE:  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

 
Program: EPIC Prescription Drug Take Back PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 1-February 12/various 
Length:  30 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI produced and aired PSAs supporting the EPIC (Early Prevention Impacts 
Community) prescription drug take back program, which works with local police to give people a 
safe method of disposing of unused medications, keeping them out of the hands of those who 
abuse and misuse prescription drugs. 
 
Program: News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 11/9:02pm 
Length:  1:38 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Due to cuts by the Drug Enforcement Agency, the Jackson, Mo., police department 
has discontinued its prescription drug take-back program.  Last year the department incinerated 
398 pounds of pills that otherwise may have ended up in the wrong hands or in the water system. 
 While pharmacies cannot take back unused medications, Stephanie Rogers, director of 
Broadway Prescription Shop, says one trick is to mix the unused medications with kitty litter or 
coffee grounds to deter anyone from trying to use them.  Also, the Cape Girardeau police 
department says they plan to keep their program continuing through a partnership with another 
organization. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 12/9:31pm 
Length:  1:56 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Paducah is among a handful of Kentucky cities testing a potentially new method of 
catching drivers under the influence of drugs.  The Kentucky Office of Highway Safety is 
sponsoring a pilot program to try out kits which will test the saliva of drivers suspected of being 
under the influence.  The kits will test for numerous chemicals including marijuana, heroin and 
amphetamines.  While only blood tests are still only admissible in court, the results of the saliva 
kits will be compared to the blood tests to determine their accuracy.  Trooper Kenda Williams 
sees the kits as a potential new tool in helping to keep impared drivers off the road.  
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  January 10/5:02am 
Length:  7:04 
Source:  Length 
Description:  Interview with Joey Keys, regional director for the Better Business Bureau, 
discussing the opening of a new branch office in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  Mr. Keys explains how 
the area had already been served by an office in St. Louis; but this new office will be better able 
to target the southeast Missouri and southern Illinois area.  He also discusses how the BBB works 
with businesses and consumers in issuing information and reviews of local businesses, allows 
consumers to log complaints, as well as how businesses can obtain, and lose, accreditation by the 
BBB.  Mr. Keys also talks about how the BBB issues information on current scams and charity 
organizations.  Finally, Mr. Keys gives information on how the public can contact the BBB 
through their website or by phone. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  January 16/9:02pm 
Length:  1:19 
Source:  Length 
Description:  It’s tax time again, and scammers are coming out, trying to take advantage of 
people’s tax anxieties.  Tips are given to beware of scammers claiming to be with the IRS.  Joey 
Keys, from the Better Business Bureau, says that IRS personnel will never contact you by phone 
or e-mail demanding payment or asking for personal information.  Keys adds to also be wary of 
people claiming to be tax preparers, who make too-good-too-be-true promises. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 19/9:01pm 
Length:  1:33 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A Missouri state legislator is proposing a bill which would create a no-call list to 
prohibit solicitors from calling or e-mailing anyone under the age of 18 with the purpose to sell a 
product or service.  Some teens say it’s becoming more frequent to get messages from solicitors, 
including attempts to sell them adult items, such as alcohol, drugs and pornography.  Parents Ann 
Wilson and Bailey Macklin say they would welcome such a list, because it’s difficult to monitor 
their children and know who is calling them, especially while they are outside of the home. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  January 25/9:05pm 
Length:  1:23 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Beginning February 1st, Amazon.com will begin collecting sales taxes for purchases 
made from Illinois. The tax is a result of several years attempts by state legislators to collect 
taxes from the on-line retailer and could result in tens of millions of dollars in revenue for the 
state.  Shippers who were interviewed say they don’t think the new tax will affect what they buy 
on-line, and one person says that prices on Amazon are low enough that, even with the added tax, 
the price will still be less than buying elsewhere. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  February 4/9:07pm 
Length:  0:45 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Accounting students at Southern Illinois University are preparing income tax filings 
for free, as part of a voluntary income tax assistance program.  The program is for those filing 
simple tax forms or who typically make less than $35,000 a year.  Raymond Walker, Professor of 
Accounting at SIU, says the program not only helps those who need it; but also provides real-
world experience for the students.  Assistance from the students is available every Saturday until 
April 15th. 
 
Program:  River Tales 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  February 7/5:24am 
Length:  4:21 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at Sensory Saturdays, a program which makes it possible to help autistic 
children and their parents to go to the movies.  Kevin Dillon, general manager of Cape West 14 
Cine in Cape Girardeau, explains how he was contacted by Leanne Hopper, a behavior analyst at 
the Southeast Missouri State University Autism Center.  Together they developed a way to create 
a movie going experience that is geared towards autistic children, such as adjusting lighting and 
sound levels to more moderate levels.  Mike Sciortino, founder of Ethan and Friends, and other 
parents express their appreciation for the ability to take their special needs children to family-
friendly movies, that otherwise would not be possible.  
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS Continued 

 
Program:  Independently Speaking 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  February 14/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Diane Mouser, transportation coordinator for SEMO Alliance for 
Disability Independence.  Ms. Mouser discusses the group’s shuttle service which services 
disabled residents in Cape Girardeau and Scott counties, as well as the costs and hours when the 
shuttle is available, which people are qualified to use the shuttle and how they can get registered. 
 Another service is the Shopping Shuttle, which offers disabled residents travel to various stores 
at a discounted price on predetermined days.  Also discussed is safety, emergency training for the 
drivers and shuttle operations during periods of inclement weather.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  February 17/9:02pm 
Length:  1:40 
Source:  Local 
Description:  With extremely cold winter temperatures expected during the next few days, a look 
at the importance of protecting your home’s water pipes.  Chris Janet, from Dutch Enterprises, 
says most homes in Southeast Missouri aren’t designed to protect pipes from the expected sub-
zero temperatures, and pipes running along an outside wall or in an unheated basement can be 
vulnerable.  Some simple tips are given to help avoid frozen pipes, such as leaving your water 
running at a slow trickle, leaving cabinet doors open, and be sure to know where your shutoff 
valve is located in case of an emergency. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  February 22/9:00pm 
Length:  1:59 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A buildup of snow and ice has caused damage to the roof of the Marion, Il., city 
hall, and is a sign of what winter weather can do to your home.  Roofing expert, Daniel Toudini, 
says one of the easiest preventions is to clean your gutters in the fall.  This will help melting 
snow to drain away, instead of building a shelf of ice on your roof.  This simple practice can help 
prevent thousands of dollars in repair costs. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  February 24/9:02pm 
Length:  1:36 
Source:  Local 
Description:  While the salt solution put down by road crews helps make driving safer, it can be 
damaging to your car.  Adam Wilson, manager of Plaza Tire Center in Cape Girardeau, says the 
salt solution is corrosive, and over the long-term can cause damage to a car’s frame, suspension 
and wheels.   AAA reports that car owners spend about 6.5-million dollars every year for repairs 
caused by salt and grime.  The solution is cheap and easy, just wash away the solution when 
weather allows.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  February 25/9:00pm 
Length:  2:19 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Local reaction to a class action lawsuit against Purina, claiming that dogs have 
become sick and died after consuming the Beneful brand food.  The lawsuit claims some of the 
ingredients, such as mycotoxins and propylene glycol, can damage the animal’s organs.  Word of 
the lawsuit has caused several dog owners, such as John Wekenborn, to switch brands.  Stacy 
Busch Heisserer, owner of Busch Pet Products, says they’ve had many dog owners coming in to 
the store looking for more organic alternatives.  Ms. Heisserer adds that if dog owners are 
worried, they should monitor their pets to watch for any changes in their coat or behavior, which 
could signal a health problem. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  March 7/5:22am 
Length:  5:06 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Nancy Jernigan, executive director for United Way of Southeast Missouri, 
discusses a new survey being distributed by the United Way and the Community Counseling 
Center to better determine the needs of the area.  The survey will consist of questions concerning 
topics such as income, health care access, housing and education.  A similar survey was 
conducted ten years ago, and the United Way would like to see how the community needs have 
changed during that time.  The survey will be issued by e-mail to about 2,500 people, as well as 
traditional mail, and is expected to take about ten minutes to complete. 
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ISSUE:  YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Program:  Girl Scout Cookie Program PSAs 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  January 2-March 15/various 
Length:  30 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI aired PSAs supporting the local Girl Scouts’ annual cookie sales fundraising 
drive. 
 
Program:  Business Today – Boys and Girls Club of Cape Girardeau 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  March 26/7:27am & 10:52am 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Jeff Jernigan from 
the Boys and Girls Club of Cape Girardeau, in which he discusses the role of the club for local 
youth by providing educational assistance and after school activities.  
 
Program:  Business Today – Gus Macker Basketball Tournament 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  March 30/7:27am & 10:52am 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Scott McNeal, 
founder of the Gus Macker 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament.  This year the tournament will be held 
in Cape Girardeau on August 8-9, 2015, featuring players of all ages, with proceeds from the 
tournament going to the Boys and Girls Club of Cape Girardeau. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  March 30/9:14pm 
Length:  1:10 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The parents of a Kelly High School student who was killed in a shooting, have 
found a way to pay tribute to his memory.  Today, the Kelly Hawks held their first “Green-Up 
Game” to raise funds for the Kaden Robert Memorial Scholarship, which the parents created to 
be given each year to a student athlete or sports program.  Kaden’s mother, Rhonda Robert, says 
it’s a way to combine his love of baseball with a way to give back to the community which 
supported them after Kaden’s death.  She adds that she hopes the idea will spread to other 
communities. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 
Program:  Ag PhD 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  Saturdays, January 3-March 28/8:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Syndicated 
Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 
and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 
information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 
and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  January 3/9:07pm 
Length:  0:56 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A Sikeston, Mo., man is developing a film festival to help spur tourism business. 
Organizer Colby Williams’ idea is to let local filmmakers to use the town’s businesses and 
locations for their films.  The venture will culminate with the Tributary Film Festival, scheduled 
for July 10th and 11th, when the films will be screened.  Williams hopes that not only will the 
venture help local businesses; but will give local wanna-be directors the ability to showcase their 
abilities in front of an audience. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  January 12/9:07pm 
Length:  0:46 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The city of Cairo, Il., is busy clearing 200 acres of land on the west side of town 
with hopes of drawing commercial and industrial businesses.  Mayor Tyrone Coleman says while 
retail businesses have helped the city stay afloat; but more industrial based companies are needed 
to create jobs for local residents.  Mayor Coleman adds that several businesses have already 
expressed interest. 

 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 19/9:07pm 
Length:  1:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at how DuQuion’s “shop steady” program is working which allows business 
owners to purchase unused buildings for $100.  In return, the new owners have to bring the 
building up to code.  The bakery, Owned By Jean, is the first to take advantage of the program by 
buying the building next to their current location, with plans to combine the two properties into 
one, which would allow an area for sit-down dining.  One of the owners, Scott Latte, explains 
how they are getting aid through government programs and tax breaks to help offset the cost of 
expanding. 
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ISSUE:  RELIGION 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  March 1/9:04pm 
Length:  1:31 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Religious leaders, students and legislators plan to rally at the Kentucky state capitol 
to achieve equal rights for the LBGT community.  Paducah-area Reverend Robert Courtney, who 
is openly gay, plans to be a part of a group that will urge state legislators to amend Kentucky’s 
civil rights act to protect sexual and gender identity.  According to Rev. Courtney, as the law 
stands now, a person can be denied service in a restaurant because they are gay, and he wants to 
help bring about a society that doesn’t force people to hide who they are. 
 

 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION  
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 6/9:07pm 
Length:  1:05 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The Pinckneyville High School has introduced the “Stop-It” app, which allows 
students to report on-line bullying.  The app allows students to send screenshots of any incidents 
of bullying through social media.  Students who were interviewed says they appreciate the app 
because it helps insure that school administrators and parents know when bullying occurs, 
without the risk of having to confront the person themselves.  
 

Program:  Color Me Cape 5K Fun Run PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 27-March 15/various 
Length:  20 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI produced and aired PSAs in support of the Color Me Cape 5K Fun Run, 
which will be held May 2, 2015, in support of the Quest Scholarship Program which was 
established to provide financial assistance to area high school seniors who have chosen to 
continue their education.  
 

Program:  Business Today – Power of Women Luncheon 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 2/7:27am & 10:52am 
                                     March 9/7:27am & 10:52am 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured interviews with Cheryl Mathis and 
Lydia Ness to promote the Power of Women Luncheon, held March 11, 2015, with the goal of 
connecting female students of Southeast Missouri State University with other professional 
women in the community, as well as awarding scholarships to female students who have 
demonstrated an interest in serving their community.  
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION Continued 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 7/5:02am 
Length:  7:52 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Neil Glass, assistant superintendent for Cape Girardeau Public Schools, discusses a 
proposed $20-million school bond issue that will be up for vote on April 7th.  The funds from the 
bond will help finance renovations to the Junior High building, including dismantling the old 
gymnasium to make room for new administration offices and a new practice gym.  The funding 
will also help pay for additions to the Career and Technology Center, which will allow an 
increase in the number of available classes, and renovating the heating and air conditioning 
systems in the school buildings.   
 
Program:  Focus on Southeast 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 28/5:02am 
Length:  7:07 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Suzanne Omran, assistant director of International Educational 
Services for Southeast Missouri State University, discussing the purpose of her department to 
assist international students who come to the university to further their higher education.  Ms. 
Omran’s group assists international students from registration to graduation, starting with helping 
with visas and immigration issues, to helping them with orientation issues when they arrive on 
campus, whether it’s adjusting to American food or living arrangements, or learning to adapt to a 
different style of studying and education methods.  Mr. Omran’s group also works with domestic 
students who want to further their education by studying abroad, where also they will assist with 
obtaining the proper visas and papers, while advising them on any cultural issues that may arise 
in the country they will be visiting. 

 

 

ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 1/9:01pm 
Length:  1:56 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at new Illinois state laws that took effect today, including parents may now 
be fined for knowingly allowing underage drinking in their home or car, potential employers may 
no longer ask about criminal history on the application, and home owners are no longer allowed 
to “booby trap” their homes. 
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ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 5/9:04pm 
Length:  1:41 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Currently the interstate speed limit in Missouri is 70 mph; but one state lawmaker 
wants to raise the limit to 75.  Some people we interviewed liked the idea of a higher limit; but 
others are concerned.  They say that many motorists are already breaking the speed limit by 
travelling at 75 mph, and raising the limit may only encourage them to increase their speed to 80 
or more. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 24/5:02am 
Length:  7:17 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Cape Girardeau City Manager Scott Meyer discusses the extension of the city’s fire 
tax, which will fund the purchase of new equipment, as well as help fund the construction of a 
new Kurry Lane fire station and a new police station.  Mr. Meyer also discusses plans for a new 
indoor sports complex, funded by the city’s restaurant tax.  The complex will be large enough to 
host large-sized tournaments and help boost tourism, especially during the winter months. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 24/5:19am 
Length:  7:06 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Jamie Ludwig, a social worker for the Community Caring Council.  
She discusses the growing problem of homeless children in southeast Missouri and southern 
Illinois, and how the CCC offers a housing program to help families find a shelter, as well as 
helping families sign up for aid programs such as food stamps and Medicare, and keeping 
children in school.  Ms. Ludwig also discusses the difficulties of getting government officials to 
understand how homelessness in rural areas differs from being homeless in an urban setting. 
 
Program:  This Week in Missouri Politics 
Broadcast Date/Time:  Sundays, February 8-March29/10:30am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  This weekly half-hour series is produced by “The Missouri Times,” featuring a 
panel of state political and journalism leaders discussing the political issues facing Missouri.  
Topics during this quarter have included:  state economics, racial tensions in Ferguson, medical 
marijuana, and state spending on a football stadium in St. Louis. 
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ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 9/9:00pm 
Length:  1:26 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A new Illinois state law is being proposed which would allow the use of silencers 
on firearms.  If the bill passes, silencers which meet regulations set by the National Firearms 
Safety Act, could be sold in Illinois.  Proponents of the bill say the silencers are useful in 
protecting the hearing of gun enthusiasts, while opponents say the silencers would be an aid to 
criminals.  Brian Murrah, deputy for the Williamson County Sheriff’s Department, says he 
doesn’t think the availability of silencers is an issue.  According to Murrah, several states, 
including Missouri and Kentucky, have already legalized them, and there hasn’t been any rise in 
the use of silencers for criminal acts in these states. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 10/9:00pm 
Length:  2:18 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Security in courthouses has become a growing need, and one example is the Scott 
County courthouse.  Christy Haney, County Circuit Clerk, says that it’s not unusual to have 
someone come into the office, who has an outstanding warrant.  Jamie Burger, County Presiding 
Commissioner, says the biggest challenge is money, and the cost of building a new courthouse 
was beyond the county’s ability.  So they went with more manageable options, such as more 
secure door locks and shatter-proof Plexiglas barriers.  These measures have helped continue the 
sense of an open-door policy for visitors, while keeping employees safe; but also helps maintain 
the historical legacy of the building. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  February 21/5:14am 
Length:  8:14 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Cape Girardeau Assistant City Manager Molly Hood to discuss the 
city’s Transportation Trust Fund, a half-cent sales tax to fund infrastructure and transportation 
needs.  The next round of the T.T.F. will come up for a vote soon, and Ms. Hood invites 
residents to a series of public meetings to observe what the T.T.F. has financed during the past 
couple of decades, and the plans for what the next round of the fund will target.  While the T.T.F. 
has in the past been used to finance large city street projects, this next round is expected to differ 
in that it will largely go towards maintenance of already existing roads and streets. 
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ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT Continued 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 7/5:10am 
Length:  10:27 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Cape Girardeau County Commissioner Charlie Herbst discusses a project to help 
rehabilitate and consolidate some of the county’s facilities following the input of a citizen’s 
committee, which used information provided by an architectural firm which surveyed current 
buildings owned by the county, as well as projections of county needs during the next twenty-five 
years.  Recommendations by the committee include the construction of a new courthouse to 
replace the existing administration building, construction of a parking garage, and renovations to 
the courthouse in Jackson.  Not only would the project create more working space; but would 
also alleviate safety concerns and access for handicapped persons.  Mr. Herbst adds that the 
committee also suggested financing the project with a one-percent use tax, which will be on the 
April 7th ballot. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 11/9:06pm 
Length:  1:27 
Source:  Local 
Description:  New federal regulations mandate that street signs must have a reflective surface by 
2018, which can be a costly expense to a town like Perryville, Mo.  Public works employee, 
David Clements, says the regulations will force them to change over 1,500 signs, which he 
estimates will cost $9,000 to $10,000 in materials alone, plus the expense of making and 
installing the new signs.  To help spread out the costs, the city will gradually change the signs 
over the next couple of years.  Another way the city will help offset the expense is by selling the 
old signs to residents. 
 
Program:  Independently Speaking 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 14/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Matthew Ridgon, Director of Operations and Public Policy for SEMO Alliance for 
Disability Independence, discusses his role of interacting with Missouri state legislators by 
informing them about issues facing people with disabilities.  Mr. Rigdon discusses a proposed 
bill which will allow more people to be eligible for disability benefits by raising the income level 
for eligibility.  He also speaks about how the Republican dominated legislature can affect any 
potential changes or expansion to the Medicaid system, as well as how handicapped people or 
family can reach out and try to influence their congressperson regarding issues facing the 
disabled.  Mr. Rigdon also gives information about the rights of the handicapped through the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, concerning items such as service animals and handicap access 
in buildings, as well as how they can file complaints with the Department of Justice if the person 
believes they are victims of discrimination.  
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ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 27/9:03pm 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Controversy has erupted in the Carbondale, Il., mayoral race concerning the 
documents that candidates file with the election board.  The document in question is a “Loyalty 
Oath” dating back to the 1940’s, which states that the candidate is not a communist and is not a 
member of an organization with plans to overthrow the U.S. government.  Because signing the 
document is optional, one candidate, Jane Adams, did not sign; and says she was shocked with 
opposing candidate, John Henry, questioned whether or not she had signed.  Adams says she did 
not sign because she considered the document archaic and unconstitutional; plus she believes 
there are more important issues for the city to discuss.  Henry claims he never brought up the 
topic, and doesn’t know why Adams is making such an accusation.  
 
 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
The following miscellaneous items aired on KBSI during the quarter.  While not fitting into one 
of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to the 
viewers. 
 
Program:  SEMO Arts Council PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 1-12/various 
Length:  20 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI produced and aired PSAs to promote the SEMO Arts Council’s annual 
Dingeldein Gala on January 16, 2015.  The event is held each year to celebrate the achievements 
of local artists and supporters. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 10/5:19am 
Length:  7:02 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Chris Hrabik, owner of Apple Creek Metal Works in 
Sedgewickville, Mo.  Mr. Hrabik discusses how he began doing metal work in spite of an 
accident that has left him confined to a wheelchair and limited use of one arm.  Examples are 
shown of metal sculptures and custom work that he has created for local businesses and friends.  
He also discusses how he has also become involved in racing rally cars, and how he tries to use 
his experiences to try to inspire other accident victims, as well as speaking at high schools about 
road safety. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 
 
Program:  Southeast Missouri State University MLK Celebration Dinner PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 13-20/various 
Length:  30 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI produced and aired promotional announcements supporting the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Celebration Dinner, held January 21, 2015, on the Southeast Missouri State 
University campus.  The dinner featured Soledad O’Brien, journalist for CNN and NBC, as well 
as founder of the Starfish Media Group, a production and distribution company dedicated to 
producing stories that examine divisive issues such as race, class, wealth, poverty and 
opportunity. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  January 31/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Dr. Clarence B. Jones, former speechwriter and personal advisor to 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Dr. Jones gives his personal memories of Dr. King, as well as his 
thoughts on the challenges of the African-American community through the years since the death 
of Dr. King. 
 
Program:  River Tales 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 21/5:02am 
Length:  7:44 
Source:  Local 
Description:  As Kent Library celebrates its 75th anniversary Roxanne Dunn, special collections 
and archives librarian, and Bill Holland, Vice President of University Advancement and Director 
of University Foundation, discuss the impact of the library on the campus of Southeast Missouri 
State University.  Ms. Dunn discusses Sadie Kent, the founder of the library.  Alumni comment 
on how the library impacted their time at the university, including Mary Meyer, who comments 
on being present to witness the painting of the Thomas Hart Benton mural in the library’s front 
lobby.  One of the event’s surrounding the anniversary celebration was the unveiling of the 
refurbished stained glass panels which portray the history of Missouri and Cape Girardeau. 
 
Program:  Business Today – Sikeston Regional Women’s Show 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 23/7:27am & 10:52 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Kyla Evans to 
discuss the Sikeston Regional Women’s Show, to be held March 28, 2015.  A portion of the 
proceeds from the event will benefit the Sikeston House of Refuge, a local women’s shelter. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  Continued 
 
Program:  Business Today – United Way of Southeast Missouri 
Broadcast Date/Time:  March 25/7:27am & 10:52 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Nicole Hinkle to 
discuss the United Way of Southeast Missouri’s Dueling Pianos fundraising event, to be held 
May 9, 2015, in Cape Girardeau. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


