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June 30, 2016
QUARTERLY REPORT

2nd Quarter

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ISSUES REPORT

APRIL 1, 2016 - JUNE 30, 2016

Glades Media has addressed important public affairs issues in the past quarter by focusing on Education, 
Health, Local Festivals, Financial Goals, Auto Safety and more. WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.5 has guests 
on our weekday morning show from 8 AM to 8:30 AM on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The guests are county 
officials and others professionals and volunteers who are knowledgeable on the subject covered during the 
quarter.

• Finance
-Cybersecurity

• Health
- April is Autism Awareness Month
-April is Alcohol Awareness Month

• Local Festivals
- Black Gold Jubilee 

• Summer Safety
- water, sports, sun, boating

• Hurricane Preparation
- July is Hurricane Preparedness month

• Agriculture
   - Sugar Harvest

• Legal
   - April is Sexual Assault Month

April 5, 2016



530 East Alverdez Avenue
Clewiston, Florida 33440

T. 863-983-5900
F. 888-858-0995

www.gladesmedia.com

             

Issue: Autism Awareness Month
Topic: Autism Awareness
Guest: Fabiola Torrez, President, Autism Society of Broward

Fabiola is the mother of a 16 year old Autistic son, Miguel. She admitted that in the beginning she found herself 
in denial about her sons condition until she found an advocate from the Autism Society. “That support is very 
important,” she says. “Celebrating instead of hiding makes you feel stronger.” Fabiola discovered recently that 
she, also, is on the spectrum for Autism. It was a surprise to her as an adult to accept the change. But she says 
that is the first step to understanding: Acceptance. As the president of ASB, she coordinates many fundraising 
efforts. As a parent of the child with Autism, and an adult with Autism herself, she lives with it everyday. 

April 7, 2016
Issue: Autism Awareness Month
Topic: Autism Awareness
Guest: Ed Walsh, VP, Autism Society of Broward

Ed is the father of a 14 year old girl, Johanna, with Autism. “If you've met one person with Autism, you've met 
one person with Autism,” he says. “In other words, every case is different”. He says that his daughter is 
considered by many as “lower functioning”. “I like to call it differently functioning.” Johanna stopped talking 
around 18 months. That is when Ed and Johanna’s life changed forever.

April 12, 2016
Issue: The meaning of Black Gold
Topic: Black Gold Jubilee
Guest: Cheryl Stein, Chairperson, Black Gold Jubilee

Her Soil is Her Fortune! This is how locals describe the historic city of Belle Glade, with its dark, rich and 
incredibly fertile ground. To celebrate the annual end of the harvest season, the entire Glades Region – Belle
Glade, Pahokee and South Bay – come together with friends and family at the Black Gold Jubilee for fabulous 
food, good ole’ country music, parade and fireworks show. “I’ve been involved with the festival for 32 years,” 
said Cheryl Stein, Chairperson, Black Gold Jubilee. She says it hasn't evolved that much but the difference is 
noticeable. Helicopter rides, volleyball tournaments, fishing challenges, live music and food, food, food. 

April 14, 2016
Issue: April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Topic: Sexual Assault Awareness
Guest: Annie Clark, Authoress, We Believe You
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Annie Clark is an author and activist who, although she embraces Sexual Assault Awareness Month, believes in 
the concept of everyday activism. Annie is one of the founders of the survivor advocacy organization End Rape 
on Campus and a lead complainant in the Title IX and Clery complaints against the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. “President Obama is one of the first figures to have our back.” Annie, along with 
Andrea L. Pino and others filed a federal complaint against the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill for 
mishandling sexual assault report, and the government took their case. Annie is speaking today to encourage 
victims to speak up because “We Believe You”— the title of their book. 

April 19, 2016 
Issue: April is Autism Awareness Month
Topic: Living with Autism
Guest: Stephanie Busin, Advocate

Stephanie Busin is a prominent figure in and around Hendry County. Involved in many causes, Autism is one 
that holds special priority in her life. “My oldest son is on the autism spectrum.” Stephanie has spent countless 
hours attending forums, fundraisers and other events that support autism research and awareness. “This is not 
just an April fight for me. It goes beyond one month per year.” Stephanie says the most rewarding thing for her 
has been speaking with other parents that are going through a similar situation. We stress the term similar 
because she believes that EVERY situation is different.

April 21, 2016 
Issue: 3 Things Grandparents Need to Know
Topic: Grandparents Rights
Guest: Julie Ketterman, Family Law Attorney

Julie Ketterman says Child Protective Services is failing to legally get children placed with grandparents 
because grandparents don't realize that they have rights. She maintains that CPS should ask parents to fill out a 
child placement form that gives placement direction but they (CPS) are not doing that. Julie shared 3 important 
principles that grandparents need to know: 1) If grandparents can go into court and show that the parents can’t 
care for the kid (s), grandparents can request temporary custody. 2) Parent has the right to designate placement 
given that the child is in a safe place. 3) If Child Protective Services does not issue an approval for placement, 
the grandparents can still intervene. 

April 26, 2016 
Issue: April is Autism Awareness Month
Topic: Autism Awareness
Guest: Fabiola Torres, President - Autism Society of Broward
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Fabiola is the mother of a 16 year old Autistic son, Miguel. She admitted that in the beginning she found herself 
in denial about her sons condition until she found an advocate from the Autism Society. “That support is very 
important,” she says. “Celebrating instead of hiding makes you feel stronger.” Fabiola discovered recently that 
she, also, is on the spectrum for Autism. It was a surprise to her as an adult to accept the change. But she says 
that is the first step to understanding: Acceptance. As the president of ASB, she coordinates many fundraising 
efforts. As a parent of the child with Autism, and an adult with Autism herself, she lives with it everyday. 

April 28, 2016 
Issue: Child Safety
Topic: Child Protective Services
Guest: Natalie Harrell, Child Protective Services

Natalie Harrell is the director for the Suncoast Region of the Department of Children and Families.
“Let me first clarify that the first and most important duty of child protective services is to ensure that the child 
is in a safe environment. CPS would never leave a child or place a child in an environment in which his or her 
safety is at risk. It's specially during a time such as this where we face issues such as overcrowding and a lack of 
foster parents who are willing to take in families. CPS has no benefit in removing a child from their home and 
placing them in foster care. We as an agency try to exhaust all possibilities before entering the home to remove 
a child. Only in the most severe and threatening cases are children extracted from their home and away from 
their parents. Even after that, there are options before foster care becomes a reality.”

May 3, 2016
Issue: Appreciating our Teachers
Topic: Teachers Appreciation Week
Guest: Paul Pulleti (Superintendent) and Monique Johnson Greaves (Teacher)

May 1-7 is National Teacher Appreciation Week and May 3 is National Teacher Appreciation Day. In honor of 
the two, “We are giving the teachers breakfast, gifts, flowers and other treats throughout the day and week,” 
said Paul Pulleti, Superintendent Hendry County Schools. Monique is an owner, operator and educator at a 
teaching facility here in Clewiston. “Teachers don't realize how important they are. We are doing various 
special activities for our teachers all day,” she says. Mr. Pulleti says that if he had to send a message out to 
teachers as well as the public it would be to realize that, “Teachers are planning our future. That’s a big deal and 
we want them to understand that.”

May 5, 2016
Issue: Education
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Topic: Education and College Preparation
Guest: Jessica Burgos

Jessica is here to give insight into what parents don't but need to know for H.S students. “The first thing is that 
successful seniors start in 9th grade, not 12th.”  As early as freshmen year, there are entrance surveys and career 
surveys that may help put and keep students on the right track. Also, keep an eye out early for dates as “some 
applications should be submitted in the Fall semester before graduation, not the Spring.” Jessica wants parents 
to spend more time at the students school or at least on the phone talking with the counselors about their child’s 
individual needs. Don't depend on your student to tell you everything. Stay informed and ask questions.

May 10, 2016
Issue: Summer Programs
Topic: Summer Recreation 
Guest: Lance Ramer and Johanna Gutierrez 

The first day of Summer is June 20 but we've been gearing up for our programs for months now. “Arts and 
crafts, library time, pool every day, snacks, get speakers, and even more outside activities.” That is what your 
child has to look forward to this year for Camp Crayon, ages 5 to 7, and Camp Fun-a-Rama, ages 8 to 11. There 
will even be a field trip to Dreyer Park! Lance and Johanna gave us all the information we needed to know 
about summer camp for the next few months including pricing information, volunteer information, and why 
summer camp is important for school aged children. “Our goal is to improve social dexterity and give the 
children a sense of independence and confidence.”

May 12, 2016
Issue: Finance
Topic: Retirement
Guest: Clay Timpner, Wealth Management, First Bank 

Clay Timpner is a representative for wealth management for First Bank of Clewiston. With a stellar background 
in finance, Clay was able to give insight into all varieties of IRA’s, CD’s and other financial services offered at 
the bank. Clay shared with us the importance to setting financial goals, particularly for retirement. Many people 
make the mistake of not educating themselves on their options, thereby taking matters (and their money) into 
their own hands. First Bank offers many options for a variety of clients, young and old.
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May 17, 2016
Issue: The Aftermath of Tragedy or Loss
Topic: Grief Counseling
Guest: Marie Hartwell Walker, Licensed Psychologist and Therapist

Grief affects people in many ways. The most noticeable and the most common way, is it creates a sad 
environment. “Know that it is normal to be sad. This will make it easier to accept what has happened.” Marie 
says although it's OK to be sad, it is also important to know when it is time to seek help. “When my brother 
died, we set a place for him at the dinner table. I know that sounds creepy for a lot of people, but it has helped 
us cope for years.” You have to do what works for you.

May 19, 2016
Issue: Alcohol Dependency
Topic: Alcohol Awareness
Guest: Horace Coleman, Crisis Intervention Specialist, Jerome Golden Center

It’s been said before: The biggest step is admitting there is a problem. But, without that admission, there are 
ways to recognize when there is a problem. Of course there are obvious signs like DUIs and drunken rages. 
Many times though, signs may be subtle. For example, removal from daily activities and interpersonal conflicts
with family or spouse. Alcohol Awareness month can be used to raise awareness about alcohol abuse and take 
action to prevent it, both at home and in the community.

May 24, 2016
Issue: The perception of homelessness
Topic: Homelessness 
Guest: Angela Hogan

HUD defines homeless as people who are living in a place not meant for human habitation, in emergency 
shelter, in transitional housing, or are exiting an institution where they temporarily resided. The good news is, 
the homeless rate is down in our area. That doesn't mean it’s not still a huge problem in our communities. One 
main issue is perception. Homelessness does not always look like the dirty old guy on the corner with a trench 
coat and dog. Homeless can be defined as simply a woman who is working but her income is not sufficient to 
cover every day costs and expenses. Homelessness can be caused by generational poverty. It can be caused by 
increased and rising cost in services such as childcare and housing.
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May 26, 2016
Issue: Mentorship 
Topic: Harlem Headliners Mentoring Program for Young Men
Guest: Devon Scott, Barber, Mathematics Teacher 

When Devon “Mr. Peete” Scott left Clewiston in 1988, he didn't know he’d be returning in such a powerful 
capacity in 2015. “I opened a barbershop here last year. Being back in my hometown inspired me to begin a 
mentoring program.” He says the boys that visited the barbershop were very respectful, unlike the boys in 
Miami where he currently resides. “I just didn't like how they were wearing sagging clothing coming in the 
shop.” Scott says it was easy to communicate with the boys. If you give the kids respect, you'll get it back from 
them.

May 31, 2016
Issue: June 1 is Hurricane Season/June is National Safety Month 
Topic: Hurricane Preparation
Guest: Sean Scheffler

In preparation for hurricane season, next month is tree trimming amnesty month. You can call the city to get 
information about getting your trees trimmed and the city will dispose of the waste for free. For those that have 
begun preparations for hurricane season which begins on June 1, be sure to make arrangements with families 
outside of the hurricanes path, go ahead and anchor your boats, put your important papers in Ziploc bag or totes, 
and make any other travel plans. Go ahead and run your generator but consult an electrician before engaging 
your generator in the house. After the storm, remember to stay away from downed power lines, wires, debris 
and sharp edges.

June 2, 2016
Issue: Community Events
Topic: Chamber Newsletter and 4th of July
Guest: Hilary Hyslope, Clewiston Chamber of Commerce

This year the Chamber celebrates the inaugural 4th of July events in conjunction with the City fireworks 
display. The events will start at 4 pm and will include co-ed softball, watermelon eating, corn hole and 
horseshoe. “We are working on bounce houses and water slides but those have not been confirmed as of yet.” 
Also going on this summer is the city pool is open, vacation bible school is starting and fishing tournaments are 
in order! “No room for boredom this summer with all of these exciting opportunities available.”

June 7, 2016
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Issue: School Supplies Drive and Fair
Topic: Back to School
Guest: DeWayne Brown, Local Pastor

I had a meeting with some local friends of mine about how we can help out in our communities this summer. As 
a committee, we came up with the idea of a school supplies drive. However, we didn't want to do just an 
ordinary school supplies drive. So, at our drive going on on July 30, there will be giveaways, prizes, 
information, teachers, healthcare providers, as well as a wide array of professionals from the community that 
are just as invested in our children's future as you are. There will be opportunities to ask questions, gain insight, 
get information, and even to volunteer for those that are willing to lend a hand and help out in the name of our 
children.

June 9, 2016
Issue: Community Events
Topic: Fourth of July
Guest: Hilary Hyslope, Clewiston Chamber of Commerce

This year the Chamber celebrates the inaugural 4th of July events in conjunction with the City fireworks 
display. The events will start at 4 pm and will include co-ed softball, watermelon eating, corn hole and 
horseshoe. “We are working on bounce houses and water slides but those have not been confirmed as of yet.” 
Also going on this summer is the city pool is open, vacation bible school is starting and fishing tournaments are 
in order! “No room for boredom this summer with all of these exciting opportunities available.”
June 14, 2016
Issue: June is National Safety Month
Topic: Summer Safety
Guest: Amy Artuso

A nationally recognized safety expert on child heat stroke, Amy is calling into our studio in honor of National 
Safety Month to talk summer safety. “We’ve lost 11 children this year to vehicular heatstroke. Last year this 
year, there were only 5.” Amy says the National Safety Council is always creating awareness and ways of 
preventing these situations. Another important thing to remember this summer is that the highways will be even 
busier so paying attention to the road is paramount. That means “hands-free does not necessarily mean risk free. 
“Put the cell phone away when traveling and be sure to buckle up.” Another important lesson to remember is 
there is no substitute for supervision. Never leave the kids unattended in water. Kids ages 1 to 4 are leading in 
drowning deaths. It is also important to remember to stay away from drains in pools.

June 16, 2016
Issue: June is National Safety Month 
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Topic: Drowning Safety
Guest: Anna Stewart, Drowning Prevention Coalition of Palm Beach County

Anna has a passionate commitment to the cause of a safer environment for water safety in our communities. 
Anna has a number one rule in drowning safety: never leave a child alone in the bathroom, swimming pool, or 
any other atmosphere in which they are exposed to more than 2 inches of water. “Never, ever leave them alone 
not even for a minute.” She also has a pet peeve: We do not use floaty's. We use life vests! She urges families to 
lock doors and gates that have access to standing water. She says to, “move patio chairs or any other climbing 
structure that may allow a child to gain access into a pool area.”

June 21, 2016
Issue: Summer Programs
Topic: Clewiston Summer Camp
Guest: Bubba and Johanna

The first day of Summer is June 20 but we've been gearing up for our programs for months now. “Arts and 
crafts, library time, pool every day, snacks, get speakers, and even more outside activities.” That is what your 
child has to look forward to this year for Camp Crayon, ages 5 to 7, and Camp Fun-a-Rama, ages 8 to 11. There 
will even be a field trip to Dreyer Park! Lance and Johanna gave us all the information we needed to know 
about summer camp for the next few months including pricing information, volunteer information, and why 
summer camp is important for school aged children. “Our goal is to improve social dexterity and give the 
children a sense of independence and confidence.”

June 23, 2016
Issue: Mentorship Programs
Topic: Empowering Champions
Guest: Derek Payne

This organization was in birthed 2015 as a mentoring program for young men out of Pahokee, Florida. “Since 
last year, the program has grown to include schools and even other communities such as Belle Glade and West 
Palm Beach.” The purpose, says Payne, is to speak and perpetuate positivity in the lives of these young people. 
“Our kids are bombarded with so much fear and negativity. We want Empowering Champions to be a place 
where kids can come to grow, learn and then teach.” He says he has 5 other mentors right not who have been 
with him from the grassroots level of planning. And they, he says, have just as much passion as he does. “Our 
program is not just a summer camp. Although it runs through the Summer, it continues year round. There’s no 
breaks in mentorship.” Please, if anyone cares to get involved, please reach out to me. 

June 28, 2016
Issue: June is National Safety Month
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Topic: Gun Safety
Guest: Roshonda Ozuna

Roshonda Ozuna is a firearms instructor for the Florida Department of law enforcement. She says the most 
important rule in gun safety is to always keep the gun pointing in a safe direction. “It is important to treat all 
firearms as if they are loaded. This can reduce incidents in many cases considerably.” Another mistake many 
people make is placing their finger at rest on the trigger. “Your finger should never be on the trigger unless you 
are ready to intentionally fire the weapon. Otherwise, you may run your trigger finger down the top portion or 
barrel of the weapon, well in the case of a handgun.” She says it is also important to know how to safely store 
your weapon in your home, especially if little kids are present. “Personally, I have a safe for my weapons. 
Although my children are thoroughly versed and very comfortable in firearm safety, it is still important to store 
them in a safe place.”

June 30, 2016
Issue: Mentorship
Topic: Empowering Champions
Guest: Derek Payne

This organization was in birthed 2015 as a mentoring program for young men out of Pahokee, Florida. “Since 
last year, the program has grown to include schools and even other communities such as Belle Glade and West 
Palm Beach.” The purpose, says Payne, is to speak and perpetuate positivity in the lives of these young people. 
“Our kids are bombarded with so much fear and negativity. We want Empowering Champions to be a place 
where kids can come to grow, learn and then teach.” He says he has 5 other mentors right not who have been 
with him from the grassroots level of planning. And they, he says, have just as much passion as he does. “Our 
program is not just a summer camp. Although it runs through the Summer, it continues year round. There’s no 
breaks in mentorship.” Please, if anyone cares to get involved, please reach out to me.

IN-HOUSE CAMPAIGNS

WAFC AM, Classic Hits pre-promoted and participated in the local festival: Black Gold Jubilee on 
April 16, 2016 at Torrey Island in Belle Glade, Florida. We provided a game center at the 

festival in which children ages 12 and under played games and won prizes all free of charge.  

Public Affairs - PSA Campaigns

-New Life Church on Aztec Avenue in Clewiston provides free food for the local community 
including hot food and non perishables.
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-Free Summer Camp! The kids in the Glades going to the second grade has an opportunity for a 
free summer camp sponsored by the school district.  This camp is to help improve reading skills 
for those students going into the second grade.  We need to use this camp this summer to insure 
that it's offered next summer. Please encourage parents of students going into the second grade to 
take advantage of this opportunity to improve the success of our students.

-Hendry Regional Medical Center is inviting the community to attend the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Physical Therapy Center and Medical Office building.  The event will take 
place on Tuesday, June 21st at 11 a.m. in the field behind the hospital foundation office off of US 
27 behind CVS Pharmacy.  We hope you can make it.  That’s Tuesday, June 21st at 11 a.m.

-The Clewiston Adult School is offering a security guard class June 18th, 19th, 25th, and 26th. 
At the end of the 4 day course, you will be a certified security guard ready for employment. Call 
Pam Kelley at 863-983-1511

Notes
After numerous attempts to schedule a professional on the following topics, we were unable to 
book a guest:  Finance:  Cybersecurity

           Agriculture:  Sugar Harvest  

We will attempt to cover these topics in future on WAFC AM.”


