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Stations, KBSH-TV – Hays and KBSL-TV – Goodland are CBS Network Affiliates in their 

service areas.  In carrying out their responsibilities as public trustees, the stations deal with and 

are responsive to the principal issues arising in their communities on a continuing basis.  Our 

most significant programming, which has dealt with current community activities and issues 

during the proceeding three-month period, is set forth below. 
 

 

Regularly Scheduled Local Programming 

 

6 PM News – Monday through Friday – 6:09PM – 6:12PM 
 

 

10PM News – Monday through Friday – 10:10PM – 10:13PM 
All the above are locally produced news-oriented programs. 

This issue responsive segments are normally 45 seconds in duration unless otherwise noted. 
 

 

Noon NewsTalk – Monday through Friday – 12:20p – 12:30p 
This issue responsive program segments during the above programming air on KBSH and are 

2:55 minutes in duration. 

 

Noon Hi-Plains Happenings – Monday through Friday – 12:20p – 

12:30p 
This issue responsive program segments during the above programming air on KBSL and are 

2:55 minutes in duration. 



 

 

DESCRIPTION of LOCAL PROGRAMS PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT 

TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES. 
 

PROGRAM    DAY   TIME 
 

KBSH/KBSL Eyewitness News  Weekdays  6PM & 10PM 

Coverage of breaking news stories affecting communities in Northwest Kansas.  Each local 

News segment lasts 2:25. 
 

KBSH Community Calendar  Weekdays  12:16PM 

Locally sponsored announcements of Community Events held throughout Northwest Kansas for 

the duration of 1:00. 
 

KBSL High Plains Calendar  Weekdays  12:16PM 

Announcement of Community Events held throughout Northwest Kansas, Eastern Colorado, and 

Southern Nebraska, for the duration of 1:00. 
 

Public Service Announcements  All Days  Any Times 
KBSH & KBSL broadcast local and national public service announcements of varying lengths 

throughout their broadcast schedules. 
 

Hi-Plains Happenings Monday-Friday 5:24a, 6:23a, 7:41a, 8:26a & 8:55a 

KBSL broadcasts a program dealing with upcoming community events and service projects held 

throughout Northwestern Kansas, Eastern Colorado and Southern Nebraska.  This segment airs 

for the duration of 2 minutes 55 seconds. 

 

KBSH Newstalk Monday-Friday 5:24a, 6:23a, 7:41a, 8:26a & 8:55a 

KBSH broadcasts a program dealing with upcoming community events and service projects held 

throughout Northwestern & Central Kansas.  This segment airs for the duration of 2 minutes 55 

seconds. 
 

Ellis County Extension   Tuesdays  12:22PM 

Ellis County Extension agents for Home, Horticulture, Agriculture, and 4-H take turns speaking 

about events and issues within their departments and community service – Segment airs for the 

duration of 2 minutes and 55 seconds. 
 

Humane Society of the High Plains  Every other Monday 12:22PM 

The local humane society brings animals placed up for adoption and discussed issues facing our 

animal/pet population. This segment airs for the duration of 2 minutes and 55 seconds. 

 

AgWatch with Larry Steckline  Thursdays  12:19PM 

A locally sponsored program/commentary presented by Larry Steckline, founder of the Mid-

America Ag Network, reporting agribusiness news for the Kansas agriculture community.  This 

segment airs for the duration of 2 minutes 55 seconds.



 

 

Community Issues 

 

 

 

1. Community – Area residents need to be informed about events, benefits and 

resources available to them within their communities that may affect their lives. 

2. Crime – With the area and populations within communities growing, crime and 

the ways communities deal with the crime change. 

3. Agriculture & Economy – In our area agriculture has direct effects on the 

economy.  When agriculture is doing well the rest of the economy holds its own 

and grows. 

4. Education – Education is an integral part of every community.  It must be 

fostered and promoted whenever possible.  

5. Health & Safety – Many measures are needed to create safer and healthier 

places in which the general population can live. 

6. Government – The governmental process affects all people within its 

population. 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-1 

 

04/03/06 

6pm  

He calls it nature's art. A western Kansas craftsman molds trees into furniture. What started out as a hobby is now a 

full-time job for a Wilson man. His small town operation is attracting big names. In Kansas, it's known as the Czech 

capital. But the town of Wilson, population 800, is getting noticed worldwide for a different reason. Mike Just owns 

Treetables.com. I just see things in wood and like to make that. Chet Cale likes helping design it. He's a sculptor out 

of Great Bend. We love the work. There's a certain amount of people out there that love it almost as much as we do 

and they want to have it in their home and they're willing to pay for it - clients like Disney, several high-end resorts, 

actress Glenn Close. And a lot of people who had me sign disclosure agreements whose name I can't mention. You'd 

know them. Even 1 fit for a king, who he can talk about. One day I just happened to look at his signature. I hadn't 

paid much attention to it and it said Director of Public Affairs for the King of Jordan. Just is making a 13-foot 

conference table for the king's new palace. The table's base is his signature 'tangle' style. Once a month, Just travels 

to Kansas Creek Bottoms to collect white burr oak that loggers leave behind. Just does have part-time help with his 

projects. The table he's making for the King of Jordan is estimated at $12,000. 

 

04/04/06 

6pm  

A small Kansas town gets a big spiritual center. Followers of the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, known for transcendental 

meditation, are building a complex near Smith Center, near the exact geographical center of the U.S. The group 

bought 480 acres of land. It already broke ground on the 14-million dollar World Capital of Peace center designed to 

be a haven for transcendental meditation and organic farming. Smith Center's mayor says the place will bring an 

economic boost to the area. The group also plans to build in Lawrence and the Kansas City area.  

 

04/05/06 

6pm  

There are Germans, Russians and then there are Germans from Russia. About 200,000 settled in the United States 

more than a century ago. Every year descendants converge on 1 city to celebrate. Next year that city will be Hays.  

Some conventions are better than others. Leona Pfeifer should know. She's attended more than 20 German from 

Russia conventions since they started back in the 1970's. It's kind of a family gathering you see these people over 

and over again. Every year they come back. Pfeifer is a proud German from Russia who lives in Hays. Hays, Kansas 

is quite well known for the number of Germans from Russia that reside here. Next year, Hays hosts the convention 

for the first time. The convention itself will be held at a Hays hotel. Organizers are planning bus tours to other places 

in Ellis County. The week-long event is expected to attract a thousand people. It's very exciting to bring them back 

home to say this is where it began. In the Midwest, that is, where the majority of Germans from Russia settled. 

Leonard Schoenberger attended a few conventions and is helping to organize 1 in Hays. Most include genealogy 

workshops, international speakers and entertainment. We got a lot of surprises, but we're not giving them up yet.  

Why are there Germans from Russia? In the mid-18th century, Catherine the Great invited Germans to settle in 

Russia. After she died Russian leaders forced them out and many fled to the Americas. 

 

04/24/06 

6pm  

Construction workers begin laying out signs tomorrow to re-route traffic around that damaged interstate overpass. In 

February, a truck hauling an excavator misjudged how much room he had, struck the bridge and got stuck. A 

Hesston construction firm is contracted to repair it. Before it starts on the bridge, workers have to lay asphalt cross-

overs to reroute eastbound traffic. Both directions will use westbound lanes for a 2 mile stretch. The repair cost is 

estimated right under a half-million dollars. KDOT Area Engineer Kevin Zimmer says it will submit the bill to the 

Garden City construction company that hauled the excavator. The project will take 3 to 5 months to complete. 

 

04/24/06 

6pm  

It's an old fashioned cattle drive for a good cause. This fall would-be cowboys will shell out big money to re-enact a 

cattle drive through central Kansas. The 3 day drive ends in Ellsworth. The money raised will help renovate the 

city's historic insurance building and establish the National Drover's Hall of Fame. A drover is the name given to 

cattle-driving cowboys. The project is expected to cost 6.5 million dollars. The city estimates about 80 people will 

spend a thousand bucks each to participate in the drive. Drovers will lead 60 head of cattle into Ellsworth in late 

September. Thirty-five people have already signed up. 

 



 

 

04/25/06 

6pm  

Anyone who owns a pet knows caring for them isn't cheap. It's even more costly for shelters and rescues who care 

for dozens of animals at once. One western Kansas veterinarian is making things a little easier. An unwanted animal 

-the vet who wants to care for it. Finding a vet that donates their services is hard to do I guess. But that's what Dr. 

Jessica Braun does. Offering her services free to pet rescues in Kansas and out-of-state. Everything that happens to 

animals happens because of people. They've got to have someone to help them. That's what we do. Braun and her 

staff help get the animals ready for adoption. They do everything - spay, neuter, vaccinate and even treat more 

serious conditions, such as cancer. These 2 puppies had to have blood transfusions because of hook worm. About 

300 dollars total in donated services. They're expected to make a full recovery. Needless to say to adopt a dog from 

a rescue you're going to pay more than you pay from a shelter, but they take care of their medical problems. But not 

all get adopted in Kansas. We're right here on I-70 in the middle of the state so you know we're perfect for people to 

stop, you know use our parking lot to exchange dogs. We're meeting people here from Arkansas and Oklahoma. The 

majority head to Denver where there's a demand for dogs. Linda Fox with a Colorado dog rescue drove in from 

Denver Tuesday. She makes the trip at least once a month. They're going to Denver because they have a better 

opportunity to be placed there. It feels good. It feels good because you know they're going somewhere good.  Braun 

only accepts reimbursement for supplies. She donates her time and the animals' food. Since opening in October, she 

says she's treated a couple hundred dogs at an average cost of $250 each.  

 

04/28/06 

6pm  

Here's a quick look at what's happening this weekend. Tonight, the Hays Arts Council hosts the annual Spring 

Gallery Walk from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Fort Hays State holds a groundbreaking ceremony Saturday at 1:30 for its new 

Endowment Center. And Downs hosts the Kansas Storytelling Festival. If you're train lover, you should get to Ellis 

Saturday morning. At 11 a.m. the famous 8444 Steam Engine rolls into town.  

 

04/28/06 

6pm  

People in Hays take a stand for children half way around the world. Saturday people in 130 cities worldwide will 

gather to make a statement on the war in northern Uganda. It's a war that includes child abduction in the middle of 

the night and kills an average of 130 people a day. Invisible Children is the organization heading up the effort. Here 

in Hays people will walk to Felten Middle School Saturday at 8 p.m. and sleep outside. They will write letters to the 

US government asking for its help in putting a stop to the war. 

 

05/01/06 

6pm  

He left Kansas to serve his country in Operation Iraqi Freedom and never returned. Exactly 1 year ago Monday a car 

bomb killed Sergeant Derrick Lutters. He was stationed in Baghdad with The Army National Guard. I visited with 

the family as they marked the first anniversary of his death. In a lot of ways it seems like a long time, but it’s hard to 

realize a year. A year since Chuck Lutters lost his 24-year-old son. Every once in a while you have a memory or 

something and it buckles you at the knees a little, so, but life goes on. May 1st, 2005, Sergeant Derrick Lutters was 

inspecting a bridge in Baghdad when a car bomb exploded and killed him. The soldiers that have come back from 

the battalion that he was in all feel that they've done a lot of good in Iraq. Lutters says it makes him proud knowing 

his son was part of that effort. He keeps in contact with Derrick's comrades. They all had a story to tell. Every one of 

them reflected on his smile and his good nature. Yep. He's a good kid. Lutters says Derrick talked about the 

possibility of dying before leaving for Iraq. He says his son's wish was to be buried here in Ransom near family and 

near his favorite place to visit. It’s a stretch of land north of Ransom in Trego County. The Lutters family gathered 

there days after Derrick died. His dad gets back at least once a month. Go down to Derrick's place, watch the 

wildlife, the streams and the fish. That's the place he liked. Derrick's death, and the more than 800 American soldiers 

killed in Iraq since -haven't changed this father's opinion on the war. I think we need to fight them. If not, they'd be 

in America. It has changed his outlook on life. Take a little more gentle attitude and see what's going on around you 

and enjoying it more. In the last year, the Goodland community has honored Sergeant Lutters by starting several 

scholarships in his name. A memorial service is set for this Saturday at the armory in Goodland to mark the 

anniversary. It is open to the public. 



 

 

 

05/02/06 

6pm  

A western Kansas animal lover leaves her life-savings to a local shelter. The Humane Society of the High Plains 

near Hays received 2.4 million dollars from a Kansas woman's estate. Who was she? I talked with friends to find 

out. Man's best friend. He was all she ever had. That's what this dog was to Donna Limes. After he died Limes 

turned to the Humane Society of the High Plains to help cope with her loss. She visited the shelter often and always 

brought a donation or gift. She always told me she was going to give everything she had to the humane 

society. Benita Conrad worked alongside Limes at Southwestern Bell. Even on a secretary's salary, Limes managed 

to save 2.4 million dollars. She did not spend any money on herself. She did not wear make-up, she didn't cut her 

hair and she didn't eat a lot either. Limes didn't store her savings under the mattress, she invested it wisely. Now the 

human society promises to do the same. I think in honor of her we owe her the same and be really good stewards of 

the money. Limes' gift means the shelter doesn't have to worry about its future. The board of directors decided to 

invest the money and will still rely on community support. It's already used a portion of the investment earnings to 

make needed repairs. We were almost to the point we were going to have to close. When we got this gift it was 

unbelievable. And we were so pleased - pleased to know the shelter will always exist thanks to 1 

woman. The Humane Society of the High Plains serves northwest Kansas counties.  

 

05/05/06 

6pm 

If you're drinking Saturday night police will be watching if you're on the road. Hays Police will set up a DUI 

checkpoint, in the 1000 Block of Vine Street, between 11 and 3 in the morning. Officers will give on-site field 

sobriety tests to drivers suspected of drinking. Drivers should be ready with their driver's license and insurance. If 

you don't want to risk it call Safe Ride. The free van service runs from 10 until 3:30 in the morning. This year it's 

logged more than 7 thousand rides. You can call safe ride at (785) 621-2580. 

 

05/05/06 

6pm 

A western Kansas town remembers a fallen soldier. This weekend people in Goodland honor Sergeant Derrick 

Lutters. A year ago this week a car bomb killed Lutters in Baghdad. He was stationed there with the Army National 

Guard's 891st Engineer Battalion. Saturday's events start at 9 a.m. at the National Guard Armory in Goodland with a 

recruiting drive -followed by a luncheon at noon honoring all soldiers deployed in the war against terror. Members 

of Lutters' battalion will be in town. A Memorial service is set for 1 o'clock where a local military group is 

dedicating a bench to Lutters'. The entire day is open to the public.  

 

05/22/06 

6pm 

There will be no outside watering in Ellis for the next few days. The city is asking residents to limit water use while 

the city repairs the water distribution system. Public Works says the system needs a chance to recover its storage 

capacity. The water restrictions go in effect today and last through Wednesday.  

 

05/25/06 

6pm 

It allows cancer survivors to celebrate life with others. The 19th Annual National Cancer Survivors Day is the 

first Sunday in June. Hays is 1 of 700 communities nationwide participating in the event. Survivors, and their 

families, friends, caregivers and health professionals are welcome to come out to Hays Medical Center Sunday, June 

4th. Organizers will have several booths set up in the conference room. The event runs from 2 to 4 p.m. 

 

06/06/06 

6pm 

The city of Phillipsburg gets a boost for its downtown revitalization project. Brooks Corporation donated close to 

120-thousand-dollars to the Phillips County Development and Community Foundation. Eighty-three-thousand-

dollars of it will pay to revitalize the south side of the Phillipsburg business square. The other 35-thousand goes 

towards repair the Masonic Lodge roof. The donation comes from Brook Farms -a division of Brooke Corporation- 

that promotes community development in Phillips and Smith counties. 



 

 

 

06/08/06 

6pm 

National Geographic makes its way to western Kansas. You may have seen a fleet of campers traveling this week 

through towns like Dodge City, Russell, Wakeeney or Oakley. That's because an 85-person crew is busy filming a 

documentary on paleontology titled "Sea Monsters." The group cast extras for the film in Russell last weekend. 

Filming started Monday and wraps production in the next week couple weeks in Lawrence and Kansas City. The 

production crew spent a month filming in The Bahamas before heading to western Kansas. "Sea Monsters' airs in the 

fall of 2007. 

 

06/14/06 

6pm 

Long-time Kansas Sportscaster Fred White sets his sights on a western Kansas radio station. White is in the process 

of buying KRSL/KCAY Russell Radio. He says he doesn't plan to make any programming or personnel changes to 

the station. It's simply an investment. White is familiar with the station. His wife is from Russell. He says he has no 

intentions to move to the northwest Kansas town. White has worked with the Kansas City Royals for more than 30 

years. He also calls basketball games for the Big Twelve Conference and has worked several football games for all 

the major networks. The FCC is reviewing the station sale. It will be final in 90 days. 

 

06/14/06 

6pm 

Every year Relay for Life raises money for cancer research. This year the Ellis County chapter met its goal. Chair 

Mary Rolfe says the numbers are in. Ellis County raised 90-thousand-dollars. That includes advanced registration 

for this Friday's Relay for Life Golf Tournament. Basket auctions and team pledges make up the rest. This year it 

had 36 teams. That's about 10 more than last year. Last Friday, the weather cut events short at Felten Middle School. 

For a few hours, volunteers were able to display more than four-thousand luminaries honoring cancer victims and 

survivors.  

 

06/27/06 

6pm 

Some good news for those heading out to the Wild West Fest in Hays this weekend. The K-State Ag Research 

Center says it's suspended cleaning the pins this week in an attempt to avoid stirring up smells. It also plans to have 

all stockpiled manure off the property by Wednesday. The state health department recently renewed the center's 

wastewater permit for 3 years as opposed to the normal 5-year period. KDHE says that way it can review the 

measures taken to control the odor sooner. The Center now has 60 days to submit a plan for best management 

practices. Those include cleaning the pins at a minimum of every 60 days; limit the stockpile time; and continue to 

study the manure's chemical make-up and its impact on smell. The City of Hays originally opposed renewing the 

permit because of complaints about the smell. City Commissioners are slated to review the Center's operations 

during their July 6th work session. 

 

06/27/06 

6pm 

Workers repairing this damaged I-70 overpass are right on schedule. That's according to the Kansas Department of 

Transportation. It says contractors are set to pour the top deck tomorrow. That leaves 2 concrete pours left, for the 

curb and handrail. Once that's complete, KDOT says workers will be done with the box section. That's on track with 

the August 1st completion date. The cost for the repair is also in line with early estimates at just under a half-a-

million dollars. In February, an excavator tore through the bridge deck. It cost KDOT another 135-thousand-dollars 

to remove it.  

 

06/29/06 

6pm 

After years of planning and hard work, the Rolling Plains Motor Speedway becomes a reality July 4th. The 

grandstands, lighting, sound system, pit and most importantly the track are ready to go. It's a 3/8 mile oval dirt track 

with a another track for go-cart racing in the center. Workers spent Wednesday pouring concrete for the concession 

building. RPM kicks things off July 4th with bombers, IMCA modified cars, stock cars and hobby stocks. The 

speedway holds three-thousand people. If you have your Wild West Fest armband you get in half price. In addition 

to races, the fairgrounds will use the track for demolition derbies and concerts. 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-1 

 

04/04/06 

6pm  

An Ellis woman faces a child endangerment charge for exposing her 6-year-old to cocaine. Hays Medical Center 

reported the boy's case to police early last week. He tested positive for cocaine. Ellis County Sheriff Ed Harbin says 

the boy is doing well. Harbin says investigators got a search warrant Friday and took the mother into custody. She's 

being held on suspicion of 3 possession charges for having cocaine, marijuana and drug paraphernalia in the home 

and 1 count of child endangerment. 

 

04/04/06 

6pm  

Those neglected horses found near Goodland hit the sale block. The Colby Livestock Auction says the horses 

attracted interest from around the state. The 10 surviving horses went up for auction Monday night. People at the 

sale barn say buyers were surprised that the horses looked better than they thought they would. Last night's auction 

brought in nearly 4 thousand dollars, which will be used to pay for the horses' care the last month. Three of the 

horses were sold to people in western Kansas, 3 others were bought by someone in Hutch and the rest went to 

Colorado. You'll remember Sherman County deputies found the horses, along with 4 others who died in this corral 

north of Goodland in February. Criminal charges are pending against the horses' owners. 

 

04/11/06 

6pm  

A Norton man could face up to 11 years in prison, if he's convicted, for sexually exploiting a child. Authorities 

arrested William Wilhite after receiving a cyber tip on the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children's 

website. Norton County Attorney Doug Sebelius says the search engine, Yahoo, reported him after finding 

inappropriate material. Sebelius says he's looking at referring the case to federal authorities. Wilhite remains in 

Norton County Jail on a quarter-million-dollar-bond. Several agencies assisted in the case, including officers from 

the KBI, Ellis County High Tech Crimes Unit and Wichita Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force. 

 

04/11/06 

6pm  

There will be no talking about those horses found neglected near Goodland. The court issued a gag order in the 

owners' criminal case. Timothy and Shaunna Armknecht are charged with 14 counts each of animal cruelty and 4 

counts of unlawful disposal of a carcass. The Armknecht's attorney issued the gag order to limit what the sheriff and 

prosecution can say about the case. It's a way to prevent bias in the community. Sherman County deputies found the 

horses, along with 4 others who died in this corral north of Goodland in February. The court auctioned the horses off 

earlier this month. A pre-trial conference is set for May 8th. 

 

04/11/06 

6pm  

A student teacher charged with having more than 35 pounds of marijuana on a high school campus pleads not guilty. 

Patrick Chavez had his arraignment this week in Ellis County District Court. The Fort Hays State University student 

pleaded not guilty to 1 count each of marijuana possession with intent to distribute on school property, intent to 

distribute within a thousand feet of a school and felony possession of drug paraphernalia. Authorities found the 

drugs in Chavez' car during a routine drug sweep at Thomas Moore Prep-Marian in February. Chavez is free on a 

30-thousand-dollar bond. 

 

04/28/06 

6pm  

Authorities solve 1 case of tractor theft. Now they need your help with another. Wichita County is now investigating 

a trencher, tractor and seed hopper reported stolen last week. It comes after several reports of stolen equipment in 

January in Wichita, Rush, Barton and Lane Counties. Authorities arrested 2 men late last month for the January 

thefts. Sammy Duane Jahay and Dana Jay face several counts of felony theft and burglary in those counties. These 

pictures show the types of equipment stolen. Sheriffs I spoke with call these thefts unusual. Insurance agents say 

they can be devastating. Authorities have recovered some of the equipment. If you have any information, contact 

local law enforcement. 



 

 

 

05/22/06 

6pm 

Authorities say they lured a Sharon Springs teen from his parents. Now a Utah couple could face federal 

charges. Earlier this month, the teen disappeared from his parents at the Wal-Mart in Colby. A few hours later he 

called home from Limon, Colorado. That's where authorities picked up the boy and the man and woman with 

him. He had met the couple days earlier in an online chat room. They are Shannon Macki and Daniel Jones. So far, 

the 2 are charged with 1 count each of causing a child to be a child in need of care. Thomas County Attorney Andrea 

Wyrick says federal authorities might step in to look at possible internet crimes involved. 

 

06/27/06 

6pm 

An Oberlin teen, missing nearly a month, is back at home tonight. Authorities still search for the man she ran away 

with. Chantelle Beneda ran away from her home in Oberlin May 26th. After weeks of hanging posters, and tracing 

her cell phone authorities in Tennessee got a tip she was in a town near Knoxville. Her parents picked her up this 

weekend. Beneda ran away with 21-year-old Sean Fife. Fife is originally from Tennessee. Chantelle's mom, Terese 

Vontz tells me the 2 met in February, but she forbid them to date. She says they ran away so they could be together. 

Fife is wanted in Decatur County for violating probation on forgery charges. He also could face 1 count of 

contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

 

06/29/06 

6pm 

A person hits a Hays Police car in the middle of the night and flees. Now officers want your help in finding them. 

They believe the person was driving either a 1994 or 1995 model year Nissan Altima four-door sedan, black or dark 

in color. The car is missing the grille, has extensive damage to the right front and may show white paint from the 

police car. Police say they followed a trail of fluid from the southwest to the northeast part of Hays. So they believe 

the car may have damage to the cooling system, the engine or the transmission. The car was parked and unoccupied 

when the accident happened. If you have any information call Hays Police at (785) 625-1011. 

 

06/30/06 

6pm 

Hays Police find the person who hit a patrol car thanks to a tip. We first brought you this story last night. Officers 

found the car Thursday night a '97 black Nissan Altima. The driver was an 18-year-old Hays man. He told 

authorities he had dropped his cigarette and hit the car. He got scared so he left the scene. Officers say he walked in 

today with his parents and took full responsibility. He faces a handful of charges including leaving the scene of a 

non-injury accident. Police say damage to the patrol car and the equipment inside is extensive. 



 

 

AGRICULTURE & ECONOMY Q-1 

 

04/18/06 

6pm  

Kansas farming depends on the weather. Over the last week, it's let farmers and ranchers down, bringing 

unseasonably hot temperatures and strong winds. I followed 1 farmer to check out the weather's impact in the field. 

There's no such thing as normal Kansas weather. I wish there was. It would make your life a lot simpler on the farm. 

The hot and windy weather Mother Nature's been dishing out lately is stirring up problems for Bill Legleiter. He 

raises cattle and crops at Rockin L Ranch in Rush County. If we don't get any rain, the wheat's going to be basically 

worthless to cut. It'll be expensive to cut. Legleiter says his crops don't show signs of wind damage right now. That's 

the case across most of the state. But if we continue to have windy days like this, it could ultimately hurt yields and 

farmers and ranchers bottom line. Without rain, Legleiter has to provide feed for his cattle. This time of year you 

should not be feeding. The cattle should be out on the grass. Extending the feeding period costs Legleiter money. 

Roughly 40-dollars for every bale rolled out. It takes away from profit. Across Kansas, Producers have held off 

moving cattle to pastures until they green up. The USDA Crop Weather Report rates only 28% of Kansas pasture 

land as good for grazing. There's not really anything farmers and ranchers can do about it. This area is very tough to 

even think about irrigating, much less have enough for the cattle. We just live by mother nature.  Last year, Kansas 

farmers got more than 195-million-dollars from a state crop disaster program. Many are also covered under Federal 

Crop Insurance. 

 

04/24/06 

6pm  

A western Kansas ethanol plant changes owners, but management stays the same. A Texas company is buying US 

Energy Partners in Russell. White Energy is a renewable fuel company based in Dallas. The Russell plant employs 

77 people. General Manager John Neufeld says the sale won't affect employees or the plant's support for community 

programs. US Energy Partners, built in 2001, produces nearly 50 million gallons of ethanol each year. White Energy 

closes on the sale at the end of May. 

 

04/26/06 

6pm  

They've battled drought, wind and extreme heat. Now western Kansas wheat farmers add below freezing 

temperatures to the list. It's brown from the drought, more mature thanks to the warmth. You can see these heads 

here are just popping out of the boot right now. That makes the Kansas wheat crop more vulnerable to damage from 

Wednesday's freeze. At least, in this area, it was a real damp freeze. We had a lot of dew with it, so that moisture 

helps insulate that head. Taylor Bemis farms 400 acres of wheat in western Ellis County. As these heads open you 

can find damage to the heads. Freezing may trap the heads inside the boots. Even if they do emerge the heads may 

be white and sterile. That translates to a field of low yields. Some farmers in northwest Kansas woke up to find 

icicles in wheat stems. Extension agents I spoke with say it's not a good sign for the crop, but say farmers won't 

know the full extent of the damage, if any, from Wednesday's freeze for at least a week. Freeze is a crazy problem 

because it's hard to detect. It's hard to determine what your loss may be until you actually get the combine in there. 

That's just 1 of his worries. Without significant rainfall there's not going to be much of a crop anyway. It's Bemis' 

last wheat crop before he hands it over to his son. It's not a very good way to end my wheat planting days, but that's 

the way farming goes. Frost damage is covered under Federal Crop Insurance. 

 

04/28/06 

6pm  

A break from the drought. It's a site farmers and ranchers have been waiting for. Steady rain fell for a good part of 

the day across the state. Is it too late for the wheat crop? It's already battled drought, wind and extreme temperatures. 

A western Kansas wheat breeder says the lack of moisture already killed plants in some fields. Despite that, Joe 

Martin says farmers always welcome rain. Newly planted corn will benefit from the moisture. 

 

05/03/06 

6pm 

The verdict is in. Extension agents assess wheat samples and determine last week's freeze did damage the crop, at 

least in part of the region. Today about 3 dozen farmers from Ellis, Rush and Trego counties showed up in Hays 

with wheat samples to be evaluated. The findings -about half had freeze damage -that damage varied from light to 

severe. K-State Area Agronomist Brian Olson says samples from Ellis County faired the best. Crop insurance 

adjusters were also on hand to get an idea of the damage. Olson says it's early enough that if an adjuster determines 

the wheat's not profitable -the farmer can let the cows eat it. Last Tuesday temperatures dipped as low as 22 degrees 



 

 

in parts of northwest Kansas. K-State Extension is holding similar damage assessment meetings in Oakley 

and Quinter Monday.  

 

06/06/06 

6pm 

It was set to resume U.S. beef imports later this week. Now South Korea warns it will push back the deadline until 

next month. It says American meat processors have failed to meet its standards. Wednesday the ministry will 

announce a list of U.S. beef processors it will monitor to see if they meet standards. In January, South Korea agreed 

to resume imports of U.S. meat from calves under 30 months old. Officials say the new agreement excludes the 

import of beef ribs. Before the ban, South Korea was the third-largest foreign market for American beef. South 

Korea banned the imports more than 2 years ago because of fears of mad cow disease. 

 

06/08/06 

6pm 

This year's wheat harvest gets underway in Ellis County - about a month ahead of schedule. Since yesterday, Golden 

Belt Co-op in Ellis has taken in about 5 loads. Bob Redger with Golden Belt tells me it's too early to tell how the 

crop looks. So far, test weights average between 57 to 59 pounds per bushel. Moisture content is between 6 and 

11%. Greg Huck started cutting yesterday and is already dumping his last load. The Hays area is test cutting today. 

Test weights are coming in between 52 and 60 pounds per bushel. Wakeeney, Natoma and Zurich are also sample 

cutting. The Russell area took in 1 load yesterday and farmers planned to cut more today. 

 

06/12/06 

6pm 

Parts of western Kansas pick up some rain overnight. What does it mean for the wheat? Lower test weights 

according to one K-State wheat breeder. When the kernel reabsorbs moisture it creates thousands of tiny cracks. 

That lets more air in so it weighs less. K-State's Joe Martin says wheat that still retained a lot of moisture before the 

rain may be okay. Martin says he doubts many farmers in the rainy areas were able to cut wheat today. The moisture 

did benefit other crops, such as grain sorghum, dry land corn and soybean. 

 

06/13/06 

6pm 

The USDA releases conservation land for emergency grazing. But not all Kansas counties in need made the cut. 

Tuesday the USDA said 31 of the 45 proposed counties fit the bill for emergency grazing. Ranchers who participate 

can release cattle on CRP, or land under the Conservation Reserve Program, until September 11th. Simply put - the 

government pays farmers and ranchers not to use the land. Under emergency grazing ranchers will take a 25% pay 

cut. They say it will offer some relief. Counties not chosen in this first round plan to submit additional data to show 

they need emergency grazing. 

 

06/14/06 

6pm 

It's dry and windy. That means it's cutting time for wheat farmers. The Hays area has taken in 10-thousand bushels. 

Moisture content is between 11 and 14%. Test weights range in the fifties. Farmers I talked to say they're not seeing 

the lines at the elevators like normal -because yields aren't up to par. Harvest in the Russell area is in full swing. It's 

taken in 70 loads. Elsewhere around the region, the Hill City area took in 2 samples and cut more today. Farmers in 

Stockton also cut samples. Wakeeney, Phillipsburg and Norton areas have all taken in small loads.  

 

06/20/06 

6pm 

For some farmers, wheat harvest is a wrap. For others it's just getting started. The Hays and Russell areas estimate 

they're 90% cut. Wakeeney is about half done. Test weights in the Oberlin area range between 57 and 60 pounds per 

bushel. Further west near Colby the Kansas Wheat Harvest Bulletin reports wheat is ripening to ready. Oakley, 

Brewster and Mingo areas took in their first loads Monday evening. Even farmers as far west as Saint Francis have 

started cutting. 

 

06/20/06 

6pm 

Ranchers in Wallace County get some relief from the drought. Last week, the USDA released conservation land in 

31 western Kansas counties. Wallace wasn't one of them. The Kansas Farm Service Agency asked counties not 

approved initially to send more data for further consideration. Since then, only Wallace County has been approved. 



 

 

Ranchers who participate can release cattle on CRP, or land under the Conservation Reserve Program, until 

September 11th.    

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-1 

 

04/19/06 

6pm  

Some call it the smell of money. Others say it just stinks. Roughly 36-thousand Kansans produce cattle. But it's what 

the cows produce that has 2 Fort Hays State students interested. It's a job not many people would want to do. We 

have here the manure sample. But 1 of these Fort Hays State chemistry students volunteered for. We have some 

manure. We place the fiber in here for a certain amount of time to pick up all the smelly compounds and then we 

analyze it. Analyze what causes cow manure to smell and eliminate it, either through diet or other conditions. 

Whatever it takes to do research you've got to do it. The students aren't afraid to get their hands dirty. They had to 

come out here to the K-State Ag Research Center's feedlot in Hays to collect samples. A feedlot the city of Hays has 

made a stink about in recent months for not doing enough about the odor. K-State Ag Research Center is now under 

new management and working on the issue. It's looking forward to the students' findings. This isn't your typical 

drive by the highway smell. He thinks they're maybe 1 or 2 things that are causing the feedlots near Hays to smell 

worse. This is the essence of the problem. The pair varies the temperature and sampling time in its testing. When 

you warm something up things vaporize at different temperatures. Sometimes those compounds that easily evaporate 

smell. That why when it's hot those are usually the days that Hays will complain the most.  The students started the 

research last month and graduate in May. It's doubtful we'll have solid conclusions by the end of the semester, but 

say that doesn't mean it's a waste of time. The Fort Hays State chemistry professor overseeing the research plans to 

pass it along to the next class. 

 

05/05/06 

6pm 

It provides affordable homes while preparing Kansas prisoners for the work force.  The Vocational Homebuilding 

Program at Ellsworth Correctional Facility teaches inmates basic job skills. As the program prepares to auction off 

its second home, I found out the program's real product is the men themselves.  It's your average construction job. 

Workers clock-in, but when it's time to clock out, these men don't get to go home. They're inmates at Ellsworth 

Correctional Facility. It keeps you busy. Especially if you're doing a lot of time, it helps you. Todd Byers has been 

in and out of prison for more than a decade. He used to work in construction. Freshen up my skills that I had from 

the street. I've been locked up for so long you get rusty on things. A lot of these young men have never learned to 

get up everyday at the same time or to be there everyday, listen as you ask them to do something. Really sort of just 

the basic employability skills. The dozen inmates in the program either never held a job or had trouble keeping 1. I 

ain't never had a job, like I said, I'd been in prison since I was 16, not used to this type of environment. Now 26, 

Danny Amos says he knows what it's like to hold a job. He graduates from the program in May. I feel good about it. 

I feel like I've learned a lot. So, yeah, I'm proud of it. The men get a certificate showing they completed the program. 

I can show that I did do something while I was in here and most employers will look at it that I'm trying to better 

myself. The inmates in the program make between 60-cents and a dollar-five a day. Once they're released from 

prison, that can translate up to 15-dollars an hour on a construction site. The program believes it's the men that are 

the real product. It's just a real big buzz to see the change in some of these young people.  Ellsworth Correctional 

Facility hosts an open house for the second completed home this Saturday. The following weekend it goes up for 

auction. The inmates do not see any money from the sale, it goes back into the program.  

 

05/09/06 

6pm 

Gone are the days of kids hiding report card grades from parents. New software programs allow parents access to 

student's information online. It's already in place in several Kansas school districts. I visited 1 to see how it's 

working.  It's German class at Great Bend High. While these students are busy translating, many parents are at home 

interpreting how their child is doing in school. You can just go to grades or anything you want to go on with your 

students. 'Parent Connect' is a software program the district brought online this semester. It's real easy to get onto so 

it's very handy. Once logged in, Joan Clarke views, her daughter Jessica's, grades, attendance, discipline record and 

upcoming assignments. She can even sign-up for e-mail alerts to keep tabs on a specific area. No one really wants 

their parents to know everything that's going on. This mother and daughter say the lines of communication have 

always been open. That's just how our family is. We just talk about everything. It definitely makes us talk about it 

more. Some of the students who maybe don't do as well on a regular basis we're upset. Each night the district 

uploads the latest information to the website and with a click of a mouse parents have an up-to-date account of 

what's happening at school. She's definitely like have you turned this in or you don't have this. Teachers like it. The 

program offers an e-mail option so parents can communicate directly. If a student is missing something or didn't 

perform well on something they can e-mail me that day. Just last week we did that, they responded back in a day - 

helping parents and students speak the same language.  About a third of Great Bend Middle and High School parents 

have signed on to 'Parent Connect.' Neither parents nor students can make changes to the information posted.  



 

 

 



 

 

05/10/06 

6pm 

Right now college students across Kansas are busy wrapping up finals and preparing for graduation. This 

year Fort Hays State University is handing out a record number of degrees. But that doesn't mean there are more 

students on campus. I found out more and more students are going online to get an education.  It's quiet now, but 

come Saturday proud friends and family will fill these stands to cheer on graduates. Fort Hays State University is 

handing out a record number of degrees, over 800 more than last year. We have students in just about every state of 

the union. Those students attend the university through its Virtual College. It's become popular because it's so 

accessible. It's so popular it's the main reason enrollment more than doubled in the last 5 years. The Virtual College 

has also established several partnerships overseas. They say this is a university with bricks and mortar and students 

on campus so they feel like they're part of an actual university experience. Tamara Lynn got the full university 

experience at Fort Hays State - where she completed her bachelor's. When kids came along it wasn't practical to get 

her master's on campus. I'm a single parent and there was no way I could afford to leave my job in order to continue 

my education. So she went online. I feel that I would have limited myself had I not been able to finish. Getting the 

degree helped Lynn secure her current job. Only a few virtual college students will actually travel to Hays Saturday 

to walk in graduation. That's pretty much the case each year. For those that do make the trip, it's usually their first 

time on Fort Hays State campus. It's a pretty big deal when you complete a college degree and so the ones that are 

able to like to come here and walk across the stage. After 4 long years, Lynn intends to walk. I chose to go ahead 

and do that just so my children could see the pay off of hard work.  After Saturday's ceremony in Hays, 

Fort Hays State University President Ed Hammond will attend 3 other graduations. One at Pratt Community College 

- where Fort Hays State offers courses. Later in the month, Hammond travels to China to hand out degrees at 

partnering universities there. Fort Hays State isn't the only school with record graduation numbers. Cowley College 

has a record 718 candidates for graduation. That's about 100 more than average. Cowley has on-line courses, but 

says most of its students are traditional.  

 

06/13/06 

6pm 

Fort Hays State University names one of its own as the new Dean of the College of Education and Technology. 

Tuesday the university announced Doctor Debbie Mercer's appointment to a packed house. Mercer's been with Fort 

Hays State 8 years. She says she realizes the impact the education college has on the community with its 36 

programs. Mercer's acted as interim dean of the College of Education and Technology since 2005. 

 

06/20/06 

6pm 

It's summer, and while school may be out, state officials want parents thinking about issues affecting their child's 

education. The state association of school board's will hold a public forum in Hays Wednesday night. It's a chance to 

hear from the candidates running for the statehouse and State Board of Education. Another forum will be held at the 

same time in Colby. Each candidate or their representative will start it out introducing themselves, followed by a 

presentation then a question and answer session. 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-1 

 

04/04/06 

6pm  

Hays police got the word out. That's why they say a weekend DUI saturation patrol was successful in deterring 

drunk driving. Police had 12 officers out Saturday night. In 4 hours they made 40 stops, tested 3 drivers and arrested 

1 for driving under the influence. Assistant Chief Phil Hartsfield says 3 DUIs per saturation patrol is normal. 

 

04/04/06 

6pm  

It's a model designed to improve patient care. The American Academy of Family Physicians chose Hays Family 

Practice as 1 of 36 test sites. The model, known as TransforMed, is patient-centered care. It includes improving the 

office system with electronic records and online appointments. The 2-year project kicks off this summer. The 

Academy chose Hays Family Practice from more than 300 across the U.S. 

 

04/24/06 

6pm  

It's a side of Mother Nature not to be fooled with. Parts of the Midwest have already witnessed the danger of 

tornadoes. Now the city of Hays prepares in the event 1 heads in its direction. Tuesday it's staging a tornado drill for 

city workers. The exercise is to see how well city agencies can organize their efforts when a tornado strikes, that 

includes radio communication. There will be 2 search and rescue task forces and a unit at Hays Medical Center. 

People may see police cars and fire trucks combing neighborhoods simulating damage assessment. About 50 city 

workers in all will participate. The exercise runs from 2 to 4 Tuesday afternoon. 

 

04/28/06 

6pm  

Mumps spreads at Fort Hays State University. Four students are now confirmed to have the virus. Student Affairs 

says 1 student is still contagious and was sent home. The same goes for a student suspected to have the virus. The 

university notified all students and faculty on and off-campus about the mumps cases. The university's encouraging 

students who show the first sign of symptoms to see a doctor. 

 

05/03/06 

6pm 

A traffic crash sends a car through a homeowner's garage. No one is seriously hurt. It happened around 7:30 this 

morning in southeast Hays. A Hays High student was on his way to school -south on Felten Drive- when his brakes 

gave out. An officer says the teen tried to make a right turn to avoid crossing 13th Street. That's when a man rear-

ended him. That man then swerved left and ran through this home's fence and into the garage. No one was home at 

the time. Emergency workers treated the man for a minor head injury.  

 

05/03/06 

6pm 

Right now 8 out of every 10 child safety seats are installed incorrectly. The results can be deadly. This week, law 

enforcement and other emergency officials are gathered in Hays to learn how to do it the right way. These officials 

represent 12 Kansas counties. They're here to get certified as child safety seat technicians. The course runs 4 days. It 

includes classroom work and hands on training. Dana Stanton is a mother of 2 young children. The training wraps 

up Friday with a free car seat check-up. Don't worry, technicians aren't issuing tickets. They just want to show you 

the correct way to install a child safety seat. Again, that's this Friday in the parking lot at Hays Medical Center's 

Center for Health Improvement from 3 to 6 p.m. 

 

05/03/06 

6pm 

Are you prepared in case of a disaster? Do you know what it takes to be prepared? This weekend more than 20 state 

and regional agencies will answer those questions in Hays. The Emergency Disaster Preparedness Fair hits it all 

from fire and electrical safety, to protecting documents, caring for pets in a disaster and financial planning. Those 

that are deaf and hard of hearing will also learn how they need to prepare for a catastrophe. Even the boy scouts will 

be on hand to show you how to cook without power. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Hays hosts 

the fair. It's this Saturday, May 6th, from 1 to 4 p.m. out at the church. Anyone is welcome to attend.  



 

 

 

05/05/06 

6pm 

Hitting the road this weekend? If you're coming through Hays on I-70, you'll have to slow down. Right now, both 

the inner lanes east and westbound are closed for a 2-mile stretch in preparation for a bridge repair. The speed limit 

is 60 miles per hour in the work zone. KDOT says traffic is running smoothly. Contractors expect to start actual 

bridge work once the lane cross-over is complete in the next week. In February a truck hauling an excavator, 

misjudged how much room he had, struck the bridge and got stuck.  

 

05/05/06 

6pm 

Everyday 13 children die from a gun-related injury. There are ways to ensure kids' safety around firearms. Project 

Child Safe says top on the list have a gun lock. Today the federally funded program rolled into the Hays Wal-

Mart. Project Child Safe tours the nation handing out free gun locks. There's no strings attached. You don't have to 

give your name or any other information to receive a free lock. The booth also offers brochures and other material 

on gun safety. In the first hour and a half today, Project Child Safe handed out 40 gun locks. It will be at the Hays 

Wal-Mart again tomorrow from noon until 6. If you can't get out there, stop by the Ellis County Law Enforcement 

Center for a free gun lock.  

 

05/25/06 

6pm 

No rain could mean no fireworks for 1 western Kansas county. The Ellis County Rural Fire Chief warns if they don't 

get some moisture soon he'll ban fireworks for the summer. Dick Klaus says it all hinges on the weather. If the ban 

goes into effect, individuals caught shooting fireworks will be cited. The ban would not affect scheduled events such 

as Wild West Fest in Hays July 4th weekend.  

 

05/25/06 

6pm 

We've all done it, felt sleepy at the wheel. The U.S. Department of Transportation estimates drowsy drivers cause at 

least 200-thousand traffic accidents each year. One Garden City man contributed to that statistic Wednesday night 

when he drifted off I-70. Juan Manual Palomar-Anguas was eastbound on I-70 near Quinter when troopers say he 

fell asleep -sending his Pontiac Sunfire into a sideways slide. The KHP report shows the car overturned once and 

came to rest on its wheels in the south ditch. It all happened around 6:15 Wednesday night. Emergency officials took 

Palomar-Anguas to an area hospital for injuries. He was wearing a seat belt. 

 

06/06/06 

6pm 

It's dry and no rain means no fireworks in one western Kansas county. A couple weeks ago we told you Ellis County 

Rural Fire had warned commissioners of a possible ban if it didn't get some moisture. Monday commissioners made 

it official. With little to no rain, the county decided to ban fireworks for the summer or until conditions improve. The 

ban affects the unincorporated areas of the county. People caught shooting fireworks will be ticketed and could pay 

up to a $500 fine. Ellis County Sheriff Ed Harbin tells me officers won't be issuing any warnings only tickets 

because of how dry it is. 

 

06/08/06 

6pm 

A car crash near Larned sends one man to the hospital and causes a wheat field to catch fire. It happened Wednesday 

on highway 56 two miles west of Larned. Herschel Hutcherson was westbound when troopers say he crossed the 

center line. KHP says Hutcherson overcorrected and ended up in the north ditch - hitting 2 K-DOT posts, a 

telephone power box and finally a utility pole that caught a wheat field on fire. The 71-year-old's car then rolled 3 

times coming to rest on its wheels. Hutcherson was taken to an area hospital and later transported to Via Christi in 

Wichita where he's listed in serious condition. No one else was injured. KHP is looking into whether a medical 

condition played a role in the accident. 



 

 

 

06/12/06 

6pm 

Two Kansas women die in unrelated car crashes. The first happened at Sunday morning in Rooks County north of 

Plainville. Clifford Ehrlich was southbound on US 183 when troopers say he crossed the center line and hit Jessica 

Jones head-on. Jones died at the scene. The 43-year-old Phillipsburg woman was not wearing her seat belt. Ehrlich 

was belted in. He's in fair condition in a Wichita hospital.  Hours later in Thomas County 2 Nebraska women were 

southbound on US 83 east of Colby. That's when troopers say the driver ran a stop sign and hit Constance Lillich 

who was westbound on Highway 24. Lillich died at an area hospital. The Atwood woman was belted in...the other 2 

women were not and were thrown from the car. Selena Martinez and Alanis Josefa were transferred from Citizens 

Medical Center. We know Martinez is in serious condition. The state transportation department reports 69% of 

Kansans wear seat belts. That's below the national average of 82%. 

 

06/12/06 

6pm 

Alzheimer's destroys a person's memory and the ability to learn, speak and even carry out daily tasks. The 

Alzheimer's Association offers support for those who suffer from the disease. Now the local chapter wants your 

help. Tomorrow the Alzheimer's Association of the Great Plains is holding a fundraiser. Registration starts at 7 am 

at Quinter Auto Parts in Quinter.  The cost ranges from $3 up to $10 depending on the activity. Events include a 

poker run and memory walk. You can also catch a glimpse of Scott Riggs Number-10 Nascar Nextel Cup Race Car.  

 

06/27/06 

6pm 

An Oklahoma woman wrecks her car on a Kansas road. Troopers say she fell asleep at the wheel. It happened 

Monday afternoon around 1:30 west of Goodland. Catherine Hoover was westbound on I-70 when the highway 

patrol says she fell asleep, swerved into the passing lane and hit a guardrail. Troopers say Hoover then over-

corrected and drove her Honda into the north ditch.   She was taken to an area hospital for non-life-threatening 

injuries. Hoover was belted in. 

 

06/28/06 

6pm 

A Colorado Springs woman dies on a Kansas road when her car collides with a tractor. It happened east of 

Ellinwood Tuesday on Highway 56. William Ahrens was westbound turning his tractor into a private drive. That's 

when troopers say Ana Navarro-Perez struck the tractor heading eastbound in her Kia Optima. Eighteen-year-old 

Perez died in the accident. She was wearing a seatbelt.  Ahrens was taken to an area hospital for injuries. 

 

06/28/06 

6pm 

Firefighters battle a blaze at the Hays School District bus barn. Investigators believe a cigarette started the fire. It 

happened around midnight Wednesday. The most severe damage is in the north part of the building. That's where 

firefighters say it started -in a plastic bucket with a cigarette butt. Three Driver's Ed cars and a pick-up were smoke 

damaged. Insurance adjusters were out Wednesday. Workers hope the building can be salvaged. Driver's Ed is 

expected to resume Thursday morning. For now the Transportation Department is housed in the Rockwell 

Administration Center on West 12th. 

 

06/29/06 

6pm 

The mumps outbreak continues to spread in Kansas. Eight-hundred Kansans are now reported to have the mumps in 

69 counties. That number includes probable and confirmed cases. The Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment says the majority are concentrated in Douglas County with 278 cases. Ellis County has seen its share 

of the mumps, but Health Director Butch Schlyer says he hasn't had a case reported in a couple months. Health 

officials are urging anyone who hasn't received 2 mumps vaccinations to get them. 



 

 

 

06/30/06 

6pm 

Fireworks start a blaze in the bluffs of northeast Ellis County. Firefighters spend the night extinguishing it. The 

Rural Fire Department has a station in that section of the county, but in the next couple weeks that will all change. 

Station Three is on Beach Ranch. One of the volunteer firefighters no longer works out there, another is moving to 

Plainville and Ken Rohleder is retiring. Rohleder has run the truck 33 years and says it's time to quit. If no one takes 

it over, rural fire will move the truck to another station. That means roughly a third of northern Ellis County won't 

have coverage. Rohleder doubts anyone will. He worries there's not enough people in that region to take it over, and 

if someone does they need to know the training and time involved. The next closest station is Catharine which could 

be up to a 20-minute response time to northeast Ellis County. Rohleder will stay on through the beginning of July. 

 



 

 

GOVERNMENT Q-1 

 

04/04/06 

6pm  

It's election day for many western Kansas counties. A future swimming pool and water treatment options top the 

issues. Several candidates vie for city leadership seats. In Ellis, voters are deciding a 1-cent sales tax hike to improve 

the city's water supply and distribution. The increase would expire in 10 years. Further west in Wakeeney, voters 

decided in a mail-in election a 1.8-million-dollar bond to pay for a new swimming pool. We got the results late this 

afternoon. 150 people voted against it, 670 people approved the bond. In all other elections, polls close at 7. 

 

04/11/06 

6pm  

Will the Smith County Sheriff keep his badge? Tomorrow a panel decides. A hearing is scheduled in Salina to look 

at Ellsworth Murhpy's officer certification. Murphy took office in August after Andy Holmes resigned. Murphy's 

faced opposition from the governor's office and now the Kansas Commission on Peace Officer's Standard and 

Training. It's questioning his moral character as an officer for 2 misdemeanor convictions he got in 1990 for 

eavesdropping and official misconduct. The commission wants his certification revoked. The hearing gets underway 

at 10 am Wednesday at the Kansas Highway Patrol Training Academy. Both sides will call witnesses including 

some of the same people who testified during Murphy's trial in 1992. The hearing is open to the public. 

 

04/11/06 

6pm  

The city of Hays wants another public hearing on the K-State feedlot permit. The K-State Ag Research Center is in 

the process of renewing its wastewater permit.  The Kansas Department of Health and Environment held a hearing 

on the topic in February. Sharon Watson with KDHE says it received a letter from Hays City Attorney John Bird 

asking for another meeting. In it, Watson says he says people weren't properly notified about the first meeting. She 

says KDHE's legal team is reviewing the request. Count on Eyewitness News to let you know what happens. 

 

05/05/06 

6pm 

A bill moves forward in the Kansas Senate that would create a public registry of convicted felons who used a deadly 

weapon.  It's part of Miki's Bill -named for Miki Martinez. Two convicted felons killed the Great Bend woman and 

her boyfriend, Darren Wornkey, in 2004. In March, the house approved Miki's Bill. When it moved to the senate, a 

judicial committee defined the term 'deadly weapon' -saying a court must find it was used committing a person 

felony. Now the senate's grouped that part of Miki's Bill in with other registry bills. That's in conference with the 

house. A senate clerk tells me there's concern that if the bill passes the state offender registry will grow too large and 

costly to manage.  

 

05/22/06 

6pm 

After a court hearing a judge rules an election to recall the Smith County Sheriff should move forward as 

scheduled. Ellsworth Murphy's attorney filed a suit alleging Smith County election officials didn't follow proper 

procedure. Judge John Weckel says he found no reason to stay the election. Polls open tomorrow morning at 

7. Murphy took office in August after Andy Holmes resigned as Smith County Sheriff. Since then, Murphy's faced 

opposition from law enforcement, the Governor and Attorney General's office for prior misdemeanor 

convictions. Tuesday the people of Smith County get a say in a recall election. Murphy needs a simple majority to 

stay in office until his term ends at the end of this year. If he's voted out, his last day in office would be Saturday - 

the day after the election results are made official. 

 

05/22/06 

6pm 

State Representative Eber Phelps files for re-election. Phelps represents the 111th House District which includes 

Hays, Schoenchen, Munjor, Antonino and several rural townships. The people first elected the Hays Democrat back 

in 1996. He's currently serving his fifth term in the House. Phelps sits on various committees including Education, 

Health and Human Services and Legislative Budget -to name a few.  

 

06/05/06 

6pm 

Long-time Hays City Commissioner Henry Schwaller wants to try his hand on the county side. Schwaller officially 

filed for the Ellis County Commissioner District One race Monday morning. District One includes the city of Ellis, 



 

 

Ellis township and parts of Hays. Chris Channell currently holds the position. He has not yet filed for the district one 

race, but told me he intends to file later this week. The deadline is Monday. 

 

06/05/06 

6pm 

Ellsworth Murphy is out. Now the Smith County Republican Party gears up to choose a new sheriff. People in Smith 

County voted Murphy out of office in a recall election last month -just 8 months after he was sworn in.  Murphy's 

Undersheriff, Bob Dekle is acting sheriff until the Republican Party appoints a new one. That happens this Thursday 

evening when the committee meets in the Smith County Courthouse in Smith Center. Count on Eyewitness News to 

let you know what happens. 

 

06/05/06 

6pm 

This week the city of Hays will close some streets for repairs. It's part of the Street Improvement Project-Chip Seal. 

The city distributed door-to-door handouts to residents in the affected areas. At times, traffic will have to be 

redirected as roads may be closed for up to 6 hours. The city of Hays has posted a map of the affected areas online. 

You can find a link to it on our web page, kbsh7.com. 

 

06/06/06 

6pm 

Ellis County District Court wants to make jury duty more worth your while. This week the court asked the county 

for more money in 2007 so it can pay jurors more. Right now, jurors in Ellis County District Court get $10 a day. 

The court wants to keep it $10 just to show up, then raise it to $40 if you're actually selected to serve. If court 

recesses half day, then the district is looking at paying the juror $20. If approved, the increase would take affect in 

2007. The Governor signed a bill in April allowing county commissioners to set jury pay as high as $50 a day. For 

now, jurors in any Kansas district court trial are paid $10 a day. 

 

06/06/06 

6pm 

Hays Police draw their weapons on a busy city street responding to a bank hold up alarm. It turned out to be false, 

but officers say they react just the same. If you crossed through 8
th

 and Main around 11 Tuesday morning you may 

have seen officers posted outside Commerce Bank. Assistant Chief Phil Hartsfield says Hays Police receives several 

bank alarm calls and the majority turn out to be false. In addition to the one Tuesday, officers responded to another 

alarm at First National Bank overnight. Someone left a door open and when the wind blew it, the alarm went off. 

Hartsfield said it took officers an hour to clear the building. 

 

06/08/06 

6pm 

In about an hour, a meeting to select the new Smith County Sheriff gets underway. The Smith County Republican 

Party meets tonight at 7:30 upstairs in the courthouse in Smith Center. Interested candidates will give a speech 

asking for support. Last month people in Smith County voted Ellsworth Murphy out of office. Murphy faced 

opposition from many groups, including the governor's office, for 2 prior misdemeanor convictions. Murphy's 

Undersheriff, Bob Dekle, is currently acting as sheriff.  

 

06/08/06 

6pm 

It's a push to increase the nation's reliance on renewable energy. Tuesday a group of bipartisan lawmakers 

introduced the 25 by 25 resolution. The goal is to get 25% of the nation's energy supply from renewable sources 

such as wind, solar, biomass and biogas by the year 2025. Congressman Jerry Moran is among the Washington 

lawmakers who proposed the resolution. Moran also introduced a bill that would give gas station owners incentives 

to have alternative fuel tanks. The idea is to give drivers greater access to ethanol, bio-diesel, compressed natural gas 

or hydrogen-based fuels. 

 

06/12/06 

6pm 

Three candidates vie for a seat on the Ellis County Commission. Monday incumbent, Chris Channell filed for the 

District One race. Channell is up against Henry Schwaller - who currently sits on the Hays City Commission. Perry 

Henman, a republican from Ellis, also filed last week. Schwaller and Channell, both democrats, will face off in the 

August primary. 



 

 

 

06/12/06 

6pm 

Will Smith County's latest sheriff's nominee get the Governor's approval? She refused to approve Nominee 

Ellsworth Murphy in August. Right now Governor Sebelius' office is reviewing the paperwork on Smith County 

Sheriff Nominee Bruce Lehman. County Republicans chose Lehman Thursday out of 7 candidates. He's currently a 

deputy in Lincoln County. Lehman replaces ousted Sheriff Murphy. Murphy was the first sheriff's nominee to take 

office without the Governor's approval. The Governor has 7 days to sign Lehman's appointment. 

 

06/14/06 

6pm 

The latest Smith County Sheriff's nominee gets the governor's seal of approval. Governor Sebelius signed Bruce 

Lehman's appointment this morning. Smith County Republicans chose Lehman Thursday out of 7 candidates. He's a 

deputy in Lincoln County. Lehman will be sworn in tomorrow at noon in Smith Center. He replaces ousted Sheriff 

Ellsworth Murphy. Murphy was the first sheriff's nominee to take office without the governor's approval. 

 

06/20/06 

6pm 

We all know water is a precious commodity in western Kansas. People in Ellis will get some relief from its shortage 

for the summer. Wednesday morning, the city is installing a temporary water treatment plant at one of its wells - a 

well that if online would put out contaminated water. The new plant will give residents an extra 200-gallons per 

minute. Engineers say the temporary plant will be ready to go around the 4th of July. In April, Ellis voters approved 

a one-cent sales tax hike to pay for a water treatment and distribution plant. This equipment will be moved to that 

permanent facility during its construction over the next year.  

 

06/20/06 

6pm 

US Congressman Jerry Moran wants to talk beef with Japan's Prime Minister. Moran and other members of the 

House Agriculture Committee requested a meeting with Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi when he visits the states 

later this month. In January, Japan partially lifted a 2-year ban on US beef, but it didn't last long. The ban went back 

into effect because of a veal shipment Japan's Prime Minister says may have been at risk for mad cow. Before the 

ban, Japan was the biggest buyer of US beef, spending upwards of 1.5-billion dollars. 

 

06/21/06 

6pm 

This year's wheat harvest is one many farmers would like to forget. But for one Rush County man, it's not just about 

the crop. For Danny Petz harvest means a second chance at life. I'm a lot better than I was a year ago. A year ago, 

Danny Petz didn't know what the day would bring. We first introduced you to Petz last June, shortly after he had 

been diagnosed with a rare cancerous tumor wrapped around his heart. There's really nothing they can do. It's really 

too attached to the heart to take it off without doing more damage to the heart. For close to 2 months, Petz 

underwent radiation and chemotherapy in Hays and Wichita to try and shrink the tumor. The treatments made him 

too weak to work in the field. When neighbors heard Petz was ill, they all pitched in to help harvest his wheat. This 

is the first time I had someone come help me and I really appreciate all the neighbors that came with combines and 

trucks. The treatments seemed to work. This year Petz got back into the field in time for harvest. I did take several 

breaks, but it made me feel a lot better that I was able to go out and get the job done. This year's harvest took Petz 

about half the normal time, not because he overdid, but because the crop wasn't all that great. If there was a choice 

in this whole matter. I would have rather got sick this year and the neighbors cut the poorer wheat. With his wife, 

Pat, by his side, Petz says he believes he got sick for a reason. I look back at it now, this may have been God's way 

of slowing me down a little bit. I was just going like a wild man in a race. Now I look back and enjoy the day. Petz 

says the treatments did shrink the tumor some. He says right now it's not causing any problems and believes he will 

have to live with it on his heart for the rest of his life. 

 

06/29/06 

6pm 

Despite months of backlash from the rural community, the Ellis County Planning Commission approves a 

countywide zoning proposal. It places regulations on land use in unincorporated areas of the county and in the town 

of Schoenchen. The Planning Commission voted 5-2 Wednesday evening to make a formal recommendation to 

county commissioners. They have the final say. Farmers complain the proposed regulations are ambiguous, limiting, 

and require a lot of red tape. Dick Klaus voted to pass the proposal. He says the county commission set up the 

planning board and should have the opportunity to make the final decision. Ellis County Public Works Director 



 

 

Mike Graf will talk with county commissioners next Wednesday to see when the regulations will be formally 

presented.  



 

 

06/30/06 

6pm 

The state hands out more than two-million-dollars in grants for crime prevention and public safety. Three of the 

recipients are agencies right here in northwest Kansas. Northwest Kansas Community Corrections got close to 94-

thousand-dollars to be put towards a meth treatment program. The city of Brewster in Thomas County will use its 

36-thousand-dollars for a drug task force. The money granted to the Plainville Police Department benefits three law 

enforcement agencies. Nine-thousand-dollars will buy 15 tasers - 5 each for the Rooks County Sheriff's Department, 

Stockton Police and Plainville Police. The departments will start training on the tasers in August. This year Kansas 

received more than a million dollars less in Justice Assistance Grants than last year because of federal budget cuts.  

 



 

 

LOCAL SPECIAL PROGRAMMING 

NewsTalk Monday through Friday 12:19 – 12:28pm 
 

April 3 Sexual Assault Awareness Month  

April 4 Big Brothers/Big Sisters 

April 10 Big Brothers/Bit Sisters 

April 12 Kawanis Easter Bunny 

April 13 Big Brothers/Big Sisters ‘Bowl for Kids’ 

April 18 Hays Public Library ‘Forever Free’ 

April 26 Hays Arts Council Spring Gallery Walk 

April 26 Community Theater ‘The Most Happy Fella’ & ‘Rats’ 

May 1 National Day of Prayer 

May 2 Emergency Disaster Preparedness Fair 

May 4 Hays High School Chamber Singers Annual Dinner Show 

May 8 TMP Musical  ‘Cinderella’ 

May 9 Hays Mail Carriers Food Collection 

May 15 Hays Recreation Commission ‘Business Putt-Putt Challenge’ 

May 17 SER Corp Senior Community Service Empowerment Program 

May 19 Marine Corp League Benefit Breakfast 

May 24 Relay for Life  

May 24 KS Veterans Cemetery – WaKeeney ‘Memorial Day Service’ 

June 12 Heartland Community Theater ‘Rats’ & ‘The Most Happy Fella’ 

June 12 Sternberg Museum ‘Buggin You’ & ‘Elephants!  Mammoths!’ 

June 14 Wild West 3V3 Soccer Tournament 

June 16 CASA Golf Tournament 

June 22 Sternberg Museum Events/Deadlines 

June 23 State Insurance Commission Senior Insurance Needs 



 

 

Public Service Announcements 
 

25 Second 
Alzheimers "Think Ahead" 

 

30 Second 
Ad Council Booster Seat "perfect fit" 

American Hospital Assoc. "Put it in Writing" 

Choose To Save "Gonna Hit Ya" 

Episcopal Services "Hunger" 

Episcopal Services "Jobs" 

Episcopal Services "Teens" 

Fnd for a Better Life "Everyday Heroes" 

Homeownership Preservation Fnd "Annoying" 

Homeownership Preservation Fnd "Loud Mouth" 

KAB "Talk To Kids" 

PI Awareness Kids Health 

Writing w/ Bob Costas 

 

45 Second 
JC/Latter Day Saints "Patience" 

 

50 Second 
Am History Resource "Car" 

 

60 Second  
Ad Council "Environmental Giving" 

Ad Council "Online Predators" 

Ad Council "Tsunami Help" 

Air Force Reserve "7000 Miles Away 

Am. Vet Med Assoc. "cat health" 

American Cancer Society "Obesity" 

American Red Cross "There's a Place 

CARE "Natural Resource" 

Catholic Campaign for HD "Poverty" 

Communities In Schools "Emergency Room" 

Ducks Unlimited "Wetlands" 

EPA Nat'l Radon Test 

Fed Citizen Info Center "FirstGov.gov" 

Fnd for a Better Life "Cafeteria" 

Fnd. For A Better Life "Truck Stop" 

Girls & Boys Town Nat'l Hotline "Did ya know" 

Habitat For Humanity "I Helped" 

JC/Latter Day Saints "Going to the dogs" 

JC/Latter Day Saints "Love/The Fence" 

March of Dimes "Premies" 

Nat'l Crime Prevention "McGruff/ID theft" 

Nat'l Institute on Drug Abuse "AIDS text" 

Nat'l Kidney Foundation "One Half" 

Prostate Cancer "Arnold Palmer" 

PSA World Wildlife Fund "People & Places" 

Reading Is Fundamental "here kitty" 

Save Energy "Static" 

Society/Women's Health Research "Migraines" 

Wounded Warriors 

 



 

 

90 Second 
Foundation for a Better Life "Not Stop Us" 

JC/Latter Day Saints "Splash" 

 

120 Second 
Church World Service "Share the Joy" 

 



 

 

 

 


