
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KBIA, 
Columbia, Missouri along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period October 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020.  The listing is by no 
means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.

1.  “The Check-In: Information and Media Literacy
Local News Talk Show
October 23, 2020
Aired at 12:00pm
59:00
How we’re all getting our information—our media consumption habits—has 
become a critical factor in our democracy. Understanding the sources we get our 
news from and being able to analyze and judge the media we consume is so 
important in this time we’re living in. So how do we get our information now, 
and how do we know who to trust? Our guest: Julie Smith, professor of 
communications and journalism at Webster University, who researches and 
teaches about media literacy—or, how and where we get our information.

2. “Vaccine Supply Concerns and Double Shifts: the View from One Rural Hospital” 
Local In-Depth Health coverage

 December 23, 2020
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered 
3:59
As vaccine distribution gets going, some rural hospitals are facing uncertainty 
when it comes to immunizing their staff. Dr. Randy Tobler, the CEO of Scotland 
County Hospital in rural northeastern Missouri, initially didn't expect to receive 
the shipment of the Moderna vaccine he ordered for his staff. While it ultimately 
showed up this week, he fears other rural providers won't be as lucky. 

3. “’Show Me The State: The Fulton Flash”
Local In-Depth Documentary 
December 27, 2020
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
29:30
Helen Stephens starts high school in Fulton in 1931. She’s a gangly, gravelly-
voiced farm girl dressed in homemade clothes. Her classmates tease her with the 
unfortunate moniker “Popeye.” Helen takes it in stride with humor, attempting to 
own her identity - a feat for any teenager. One opportune day, the high school 
boys athletic coach asks her to run a 50-yard dash. He clocks her at a world 
record time. So begins the rise of one of Missouri’s most accomplished 
athletes.  Helen’s racing career begins in St. Louis against rival Stella Walsh and 
eventually lands her in a lane for the largest athletic event in the world: the 
Olympics. Her ascension to stardom and subsequent departure from the spotlight 
is rife with challenges, setbacks and cruelty under the public eye.  Remember: 



It’s the 1930s. And for Helen, a world record or a gold medal can’t get some 
people to look past her private life or even the fact that she is just a teenage girl.

4. “The Check-In: Who is America Now?”
Local News Talk Show
November 13, 2020
Aired at 12:00pm
29:30
Today in our country, you may be feeling a cautious optimism about a way 
forward following four years that will be known as The Trump Era. So now is a 
good time to look at what we are—and who we are—as a country, and as 
Americans. Was the last four years one big aberration? With 71 million voters 
supporting President Trump, the force behind the President is real, it’s part of us, 
and it’s not going away. What does that say about who we are as a country and 
what it’s like to live here? Today three international scholars are joining us to 
examine America and who we are. What does the idea of America mean for you? 
How does it feel to be an American in the US today? 

5. “Drop in Demand for Testing Worries Health Officials”
In-depth Health coverage
October 28, 2020
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
3:59
When MU Health Care closed one of its two drive-thru coronavirus testing sites 
in mid-September, it pointed to a drop in the number of people getting tested. At 
that point, drive thru testing appointments had fallen by more than 1,000 from 
the peak of nearly 3,200 at the end of August. Since then, appointments have 
fallen further, dropping to just 1,500 the week of October 19. Dr. Jonathan Heidt 
is the vice chair of operations for emergency medicine at MU Health Care and 
oversees the system's coronavirus testing. He says demand has fluctuated, 
increasing in the summer, and spiked at the end of August, as university students 
returned for classes. Since then demand has tailed off, and Heidt says that's 
worrying, especially with the positivity rate increasing. "We really should be 
doing more testing to find those cases and intervene on them," Heidt said. 


