
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KBIA, 
Columbia, Missouri along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period July, 2020 through September, 2020.  The listing is by no means 
exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.

1.  “The Check-In: Democracy and the Informed Citizen
Local News Talk Show
September 25, 2020
Aired at 12:00pm
59:00
Where and how we get our information is one of the most important aspects of 
our democracy. That’s why the Missouri Humanities Council this week hosted a 
Zoom forum on the topic of democracy and the informed citizen. How do you 
get to be an informed citizen? How healthy is our democracy right now? And do 
you feel like you're getting reliable information? We spoke with three journalists 
and will hear parts of that conversation on this special edition of The Check-In.

2. “’Case Investigation, Quarantine Protocols Raise Concerns About MU Coronavirus 
Outbreak” 

Local In-Depth Health coverage
 September 15, 2020

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered 
3:59
In less than a month, more than 1,300 students at the university of Missouri have 
tested positive for the coronavirus. Case investigation and contact tracing are key 
components of controlling the outbreak, but students say the university is falling 
behind.

3. “’How Do We Cope With the Ugly?’ – Combatting Racism in a Modern Society”
Local News Coverage
September 23, 2020
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
3:59
Clenora Hudson-Weems is the author of 12 books and a professor at the 
University of Missouri. She’s dedicated her work to understanding Africana 
womanism; a term she herself coined. KBIA’s Olivia Love spoke with Hudson-
Weems about her 5-step solution for racism, and other comments about her 
findings.

4. “The Check-In: What Will School Look Like This Year?”
Local News Talk Show
August 27, 2020
Aired at 12:00pm
29:30



In Columbia, Missouri and across the nation, campus is open - classes have 
started, school is reopening. But what is this semester going to look 
like? University and college leaders have been forced into a landscape where no 
decision is a good decision. Closing colleges puts already-struggling colleges 
that have weathered years of defunding into even more risk. But opening your 
college doors opens up an entire community to higher case numbers. It’s bleak 
out here in college town - but today we’re going to explore how this is playing 
out in mid-Missouri, what we can learn from colleges across America, and as 
always we’ll search for inspiration and solutions that will get us through.

5. “In Growing Latinx Communities, COVID-19 Outreach is Complicated”
In-depth Health coverage
July 14, 2020
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
3:59
The Butterball plant is just a half-mile walk down main street in from the town 
square in Carthage, MO. Spanish-language shop fronts along that stretch 
advertise everything from money transfer services to self-help books and 
regional ingredients from Guatemala and El Salvador. The CDC team 
investigating the outbreak in Carthage believes the virus made its way into the 
Butterball plant, infecting workers and spreading through their families. Locals 
say there’s pressure on those who test positive to keep going to work, for fear of 
being laid off or not being able to provide for their families. And, there’s still 
some ignorance about the disease, but the city is working on outreach.


