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Quarterly Issues/Programming Report

January 1, 2018 – March 31, 2018

TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p.  Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel concerns 
related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, highways and interstates.
Road construction warning and information were also communicated. These live reports run Monday 
rough Friday.

March 7 news segment 9:15a :45  Gov. Cuomo has issued a state of emergency and will be closing I84 to 
tractor trailors starting at 1p.

March 8  news segment 7a,8a :15  Third lane on Rt. 17 included in $1 trillion Senate Dem. Infrastructure 
package  Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer, Wednesday, announced his caucus’s proposed $1 
trillion, 10-year infrastructure plan that would address New York’s outdated water and sewer systems, 
roads, bridges, energy

Feb. 12, news segment 6a, 7a, :20,  Metro-North and Senator John Bonacic have committed to spending 
$4 million to build a new station for the last stop on the Port Jervis Line and Decker said it will be well 
used.  “This station is actually the closest station to both the big venues of Sullivan County, within 
Orange County, and also what we are doing here between our brewery, our hiking and biking trails, the 
potential for the water park to be created in the next year or so as well as our D&H Canal and our 
railroad, we are on the move,” he said.

News Segment on January 2nd at 5:55 am- 15 sec..- Story about Governor Cuomo calling on
the Port Authority to invest 34 million dollars to revamp Stewart International Airport in Orange
County.

News Segment on January 17th at 5:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55 am- :15- Story about New York
State Thruway Authorities so called “Amnesty Program” that will allow drivers to pay any
outstanding violations, minus fees, they received since cashless tolling started on the Tappan
Zee Bridge and has continued on the new bridge.

News Segment on February 12th at 5:55 am-:15- Story about U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer
urging the Department of Transportation to test railroad engineers for sleep apnea.

News Segment on February 14th at 5:55 am & 7:55 am-:15- Story about 30 billion dollar plan
to expand Stewart International Airport, increasing the terminal size and renaming the airport to
New York International at Stewart Field.

News Segment on February 21st at 5:55 am & 7:55 am- :15- Story about Metro-North
officials saying they are on target regarding a train-safety deadline and the implementation of
“Positive Train Control.”



Race/Social Relations
March 18, news segment 6a, 8a Last minute call for GOP senators to support child sex abuse lawsuit 
window– Members of New Yorkers Against Hidden Predators and victims of childhood sexual abuse 
rallied at the little league fields in the Town of Wallkill on Thursday calling out Senator John Bonacic (R, 
Mt. Hope) and other Republican lawmakers for their lack of support for the Child Victims Act.

PSA Campaign/ Health/Winter WX
Jan 1 to Jan 7,  recorded PSA,  C.A.P.E. of Dutchess County  ran sixty :60 commercial  with a post 
holiday prevention msg.

March 18, news segment 7a, 8a, The fourth nor’easter in a matter of a couple of weeks could hit our 
region later today with the storm to intensify and continue through the day on Wednesday.
As a result, Orange and Rockland Utilities has declared a Storm Watch with all available company 
personnel being mobilized to work in their respective storm functions.  Weather forecasters expect the 
storm to begin tonight (Tuesday) with winds of five to 15 mph and light snow. That snow is expected to 
turn heavy and wet, possibly mixing with sleet through the day Wednesday. Winds on Wednesday are 
expected to be sustained at 15 to 25 mph, gusting to 35-45 mph.  Snowfall could range from four to 10 
inches with some areas receiving more.  Company and contractor overhead line crews and tree removal 
crews are ramping up for a high-volume outage response Wednesday morning and beyond as necessary as 
are damage assessment, site safety and other O&R teams that support those functions.

Education
Feb 12, news segment, 8a :30,  Mercy College will be offering a bachelor’s degree program in corporate 
and homeland security management through the Putnam County Bureau of Emergency Services.
The course is a four-year degree program offered through the Mercy College School of Business. It is the 
first undergraduate degree of its kind, designed to provide a comprehensive background for students 
interested in a career in professional management in the private and public sectors where business and 
security skills coexist.

Jan. 18, news segment, 7:30a, 8:30a, SUNY New Paltz contributes over $350 million to local economy 
SUNY New Paltz is ranked the top employer in Ulster County and a major driver of economic activity 
through direct spending, student and visitor spending, employment and voluntary contributions.
According to the school’s 2017 economic impact statement, it generated $59.2 million in overall 
economic activity and 3,439 jobs annually to the regional economy and that translated to $415.9 million 
and 4,100 jobs to the state economy.

News segment on March 26th at 5:55 am & 6:55 am- :15- Story about Hudson Valley students
joining local “March for our Lives” demonstrations over the weekend.

Local Business/Economy:
March 13, news segment 7a, 8:30, the production of the film A Quiet Place brought in an estimated 21 
million dollars to the Hudson Valley economy.

Housing:
News segment- Feb. 15, 6a,  Ulster IDA approves incentives for Gov. Clinton and Yosman Towers 
improvements – The remodeling and improvements to the Section-8 apartments at The Governor Clinton 
apartments at 1 Albany Avenue and Yosman Towers at 295 Broadway in Kingston will proceed now that 
the Ulster County Industrial Development Agency, Wednesday, approved financial incentives.

Health Care:



News Segment-January 4th at 5:55 am- 15 sec.- Story about fire officials urging people to
avoid using items like propane tanks to keep warm in frigid weather following an apartment fire
in Poughkeepsie.

News Segment-January 9th at 6:55 am- 15 sec.- Story about concerns in Rockland County
after recent coyote sightings

News Segment-February 2nd at 5:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55 am- 15 sec.- Story about New
York Governor Andrew Cuomo urging all residents to get flu shots as the number of flu cases
reaches epidemic levels.

News Segment-February 6th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, & 11:55 am- 10 sec.- Story about water
supply in Newburgh as a new water filtration system is near completion.

April 2, news segment 6a, 7:30a :30,  POUGHKEEPSIE – The new $500 million Vassar Brothers 
Medical Center main building to replace all adult medical, surgical, ICU, operating room, emergency 
department and support services, is expected to be materially completed by late fall of next year with 
approvals to be occupied in early 2020. Hospital officials are currently reviewing what to do with the 
existing facility.
Hospital President Robert Friedberg said they are considering their alternatives. “The current facilities 
will either be taken down or be repurposed into either very low acuity functions or more likely into office 
functions,” he said.  Friedberg said with new programs expected to be added to the hospital in the future, 
it is likely that the building with be used for some of those functions

Mach 21, news segment 7a, 8:30 :30,  – The Rockland County Legislature Tuesday evening voted to raise 
the legal age to purchase tobacco products to 21. Introduced by Legislator Aney Paul, the proposed 
Tobacco 21 Act received widespread support from both residents and public health officials, who spoke 
out urging approval of what one advocate called a “common sense regulation.”

Denise Hogan, the program manager of POW’R Against Tobacco, a coalition of private citizens, 
non-profit organizations, and business all dedicated to reducing smoking rates and creating tobacco free 
environments, presenting the legislature with several letters of support from organizations including The 
Rockland Council on Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependence and People to People.  “Ninety percent of 
smokers have their first cigarette before age 21,” said Hogan, who reasoned that raising the legal age of 
purchase could prevent many smokers from forming the habit in the first place.  

News segment, Feb. 15  7a, 8a, CRMC secures over $3 million in new federal funding – Catskill 
Regional Medical Center in Harris has been awarded $3.3 million in federal funding from the Low-
Volume Hospital program.  Catskill Regional is the only area hospital to receive funding from this 
program.

Economy/Tourism:
April 2 news segment, 7a, 8a :30… Beacon considers regulating Airbnb’s – Concerned with the advent 
of short-term rentals like Airbnb’s, the Beacon City Council is going to consider imposing regulations on 
them. Mayor Randy Casale said the intent is to place them on equal footing for other rentals in the city. 
“We get complaints that Airbnb’s are going up all over the place, nobody is regulating them so they 
should be regulated,” he said. “What we want to do is have a way to regulate them, where they are going 



and make sure people are not just buying houses or buildings and doing Airbnb out of them and taking 
houses off the market, which would drive up cost of rentals and purchases of houses if that happens.”  A 
public hearing on the proposal will be held tonight before the Beacon City Council.

Drugs/Drinking/Opioid Abuse:
News Segment-February 7th at 5:55 am, 7:55 am- 20 sec.- Story about Westchester County
suing opioid producers and distributors to compensate the county for money spent battling the
opioid epidemic. Rockland and Putnam Counties have filed similar lawsuits.

News Segment-February 15th at 6:55 am-:10- Story about New York U.S. Senator Kristen
Gillibrand co-sponsoring a bill to end the federal prohibition of marijuana.

Sexual Harassment/”Me Too”
News Segment- January 8th at 7:55 am-:15 sec.- Story about women and men of Hollywood
fighting back against sexual harassment and their response to the “Me Too” movement.

News Segment-January 16th at 5:55 am- :15- Story about town of Harrison officials
investigating sexual harassment allegations against the town’s police chief.

Tourism:
March 8  news segment 8a :15  New York State and Parks and Trails New York have announced grants 
totaling $123,000 to four Hudson Valley awardees. The Basha Kill Area Association will receive $7,792 
for professional reformatting and printing 500 copies of the third edition of their book – “A Birding Guide 
to Sullivan County New York.”

January 31 news segment 6:30a, 7.30a, The number of passengers flying at Stewart International Airport 
at Newburgh in 2017 broke the 400,000 mark for the first time since the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey took over the facility 10 ½ years ago. The 61 percent increase over 2016 levels is attributed to 
the European service aboard Norwegian Airways, which last summer began operating nonstop flights to 
five cities.  Allegiant Air, which flies to Florida and Myrtle Beach, has also expanded its service.

January 31, news segment 6a, 7a, The 38th annual Empire State Winter Games kicks off tomorrow, 
Thursday, and will run through Sunday in Lake Placid, but the games touched the Hudson Valley on 
Tuesday as the torch was carried through the region.   Runners including Johnny Vacca carried it. He and 
fellow runners ran across the Walkway Over the Hudson as it made its way through Dutchess and Ulster 
counties.

 

Power Outages/Response to March Storms by Utilities
News segment on March 5th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55 am-:15- Story about
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo declaring a state of emergency in four Hudson Valley
Counties, as tens of thousands of residents remain without electric power following Nor’easter
on Friday, March 2nd.

News segment on March 6th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55 am-:20- Story about
Westchester County Executive George Lattimer calling for an investigation into both Con Edison
and NYSEG (New York State Electric & Gas) response to previous week’s Nor’easter that



resulting in thousands losing electric power.

News segment on March 9th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55 am-:20- Story about tens
of thousands of Lower Hudson Valley residents still without electric power and call by
Westchester County Executive George Lattimer for an investigation into both Con Edison and
NYSEG (New York State Electric & Gas) response to previous week’s Nor’easter.

News segment on March 13th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am-:15- Story about plans by Con
Edison to handle the third Nor’easter to hit the area in three weeks after the utility (along with
NSEG) coming under fire for the poor response during two previous storms.

Gun Control/Shootings/Student Protests
News Segment on January 3rd at 5:55 am & 7:55 am- :20 sec.- Story about Westchester
County Executive George Latimer signing an Executive Order shortly after being sworn in to
office banning gun shows at the Westchester County Center. Former County Executive
Astorino had vetoed legislation banning gun shows at the County owned facility.
News segment on February 6th at 5:55 am- :10- Story about the Westchester legislature passing a ban on 
Gun Shows on Westchester County property.

News segment on February 13th at 5:55 am & 6:55 am- :10- Story about Westchester County
Executive signing the recently passed bill banning gun shows on property owned by the county
including the Westchester County Center.

News segment on February 19th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am & 11:55 am- :15- Story about protest in
front of Westchester Republican Committee headquarters in White Plains demanding an end ot
gun violence and saying Republicans blocking legislation to keep guns out of the hands of
people deemed mentally ill.

News segment on February 22nd at 5:55 am & 7:55 am- :15- Story about Greenburgh Town
Supervisor Paul Feiner calling on a tax on guns and ammunition and using the money raised to
improve school safety

News segment on February 22nd at 11:55 am and February 23rd at 5:55 am & 7:55 am-:15
Story about New York Governor Cuomo joining the governors of New Jersey, Connecticut and
Rhode Island forming a coalition to battle gun violence.

News segment on March 14th at 5:55 am, 6:55 am, 7:55 am & 11:55 am- :15- Story about
student protests in the area demanding stronger gun laws, joining students around the country
after the mass shooting last month at Marjory Douglas Stoneman High School in Parkland,
Florida.

News segment on March 26th at 5:55 am & 6:55 am- :15- Story about Hudson Valley students
joining local “March for our Lives” demonstrations over the weekend.

 




