
WSPK
Quarterly Issues/Programming Report

April 1, 2019 – June 30, 2018

TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p.  Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel concerns 
related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, highways and interstates.
Road construction warning and information were also communicated. These live reports run Monday 
rough Friday.

PSA Campaign & Health:
April 26, news segment, 6a, 7a, :20 - Area fire departments participate on RecruitNY weekend.
Volunteerism continues to be way down in the emergency services community and in an effort to boost 
the ranks, the state Firemen’s Association will be holding its annual RecruitNY Weekend this Saturday 
and Sunday

May…PSA’s will be airing 5/14-8/3 for Hudson Valley Ride for Kids--- Brain Cancer fund raiser on all 
stations.   A total of 30 pre-recorded spots ran to support this fundraiser

May 14, news segment, 6a, :15 - United Way of the Dutchess-Orange Region will hold “the ultimate tug 
of war” when teams of 20 will actually pull a giant FedEx airplane. It’s all about fundraising and it will 
take place on Saturday, June 29 at New York Stewart International Airport.

May 30, In Studio Guest. 9:15a 5 min, A representative from the event ‘Pull The Plane’ at Stewart Airport 
was in to discuss their event to support The United Way on June 29.

June 3 – June 9 a recorded :60 PSA from the Orang County Dept. of Health ran to support the ‘Be 
Prepared’ campaign.  A total of 18 spots ran.

Education:
April 26, news segment, 7a, 8:30a, :15 - Medical school to open in the area. Putnam Hospital President 
Peter Kelly brought some exciting news to his third annual breakfast get-together at the Putnam County 
Golf Course.  The Marist-Health Quest School of Medicine is under construction on the Marist College 
campus in Poughkeepsie which plans to enroll 240 students in its first class in 2022.

Local Business/Economy:
April 24, news segment, 6a,8a :20 - New jobs rose by 1.2 percent. In March, Rockland and Dutchess 
counties had the lowest rate of joblessness in the region at 3.5 percent. That was followed by 3.6 
percent in Columbia, Putnam and Westchester counties. Orange County had a rate of 3.7 percent while 
Ulster County came in at 3.8 percent joblessness.

May 14, news segment, 6a, 7a, 8a, :20  Annual Orange County Job Fair returns to Galleria at Crystal Run



annual job fair Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Galleria at Crystal Run in the Town of Wallkill.

Housing:
April 10, news segment 7:30 :20 Home sales dip in first quarter – The number of single-family homes 
sold in the Hudson-Gateway Association of Realtors’ area declined in the first quarter of the year.  
Rockland County was the only one to see an increase; the others, Orange, Sullivan, Westchester and 
Putnam, all fell short of first-quarter 2018 levels 

April 22, 2019 news segment 6a, 8a, :20 - Ulster home sales dip in first quarter – The number of single-
family homes sold in Ulster County during the first quarter of 2019 fell by nine percent from 2018, 
according to the Ulster County Board of Realtors.  In the first three months of 2019, sales totaled 304 
compared with 334 one year earlier.  The average selling price of a home in Ulster fell four percent in 
the January to March period of this year compared with the same period last year.

Health Care:
April 2, 2019, news segment 6a, 7a, :20, Air Force and Air National Guard officials to address Newburgh’s 
water contamination – Top officials from the Air Force and Air National Guard will be in Newburgh on 
April 18 to meet with the public for an update into what the Department of Defense is doing regarding 
the Stewart National Guard Base contamination of the City of Newburgh.

April 30, news segment, 8a :15 - Cornerstone Family Healthcare secures over $6 million federal grant
Cornerstone Family Healthcare, headquartered in Newburgh, will receive a $6.6 million federal grant to 
continue health coverage for underserved populations.

Environment:
April 23, new segment 6a, 7a, 8a, :20 Cuomo signs plastic bag law in Kingston ceremony - Governor 
Andrew Cuomo visited the Maritime Museum in Downtown Kingston on Monday – homeport of the 
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater – to sign the new law banning single-use plastic bags. The prohibition 
takes effect in March 2020. “It’s a plastic bag, looks harmless enough; you can roll it up into a little ball, 
almost make it disappear, but it is a major threat to the environment, only getting worse, the numbers 
are staggering,” Cuomo said.

April 16, news segment, 7a :20 Environmental, community groups oppose proposed ash dump.
– A number of organizations, both environmental and community-based, have declared their opposition 
to a proposed incinerator ash dump in a former quarry in the Town of Catskill near the shore of the 
Hudson River.  The ash would come from the cities of Poughkeepsie and Peekskill and Hudson Falls.

April 24, news segment 6a, 8a, :20 - Hudson Valley air quality fails in Lung Association analysis
 Orange was the only county of those monitored in the Hudson Valley for high ozone (smog) levels to 
have a relatively decent air quality, according to the American Lung Association’s annual report. The 
analysis, released on Wednesday, gave Orange County a letter grade of “C” for the period of 2015-2017, 
the same grade as last year’s report

April 30, news segment, 7a, 8:30 :20 – Solar farm opens in Town of Poughkeepsie. Clearway Community 
Solar unveiled a 17-acre solar farm in the Town of Poughkeepsie on Monday.  Considered one of the 



largest solar farms in New York, the panel-filled field formerly served as a pasture for Black Angus cattle 
and now holds over 8,000 solar panels capable of generating three megawatts of electricity and has a 
life expectancy of 35 years.

Indian Point:
April 10, 2019, news segment 6a, 8a, :20 - The Indian Point Unit 3 nuclear power plant returned to 
service on Tuesday following its final refueling and maintenance outage, sending electricity to the grid 
following a scheduled shutdown that began on March 11.

Economy/Tourism:
April 3, 2019 8:30a 5min, in studio guest.  The marketing director for Lego Land was a guest of the 
morning show to discuss how construction was going and to talk about the season pass specials that 
were now becoming available.

April 22, news segment, 7a, 8a, :20 -Annual UFO fair month away.To many around the world, the hamlet 
is considered the UFO capital with sightings reported over the hamlet for years. Every spring a UFO fair 
is held and this year’s will be on Saturday, May 18. Hamlet Director of Community Services Domanie 
Ragni said the event attracts from people from all over the globe.

April 15, news segment, 8a, :20 - HBO to film TV series in Poughkeepsie - City of Poughkeepsie 
Councilman Christopher Petsas held a neighborhood meeting on Sunday to provide residents with 
information about an HBO production filming this week in the Mt. Carmel area of the city. "I Know 
This Much Is True" starring Mark Ruffalo will be filming in the neighborhood beginning on Tuesday.  

April 24, news segment, 7:30, 8:30a :20 - Monticello racino closes as owners concentrate on growing 
Casino World Catskills.  The electronic gaming racino at Monticello Raceway is closed as parent company 
Empire Resorts plans to concentrate on growing its business as the year-old Casino World Catskills 
gaming and resort facility in nearby Kiamesha Lake. The company had said it would offer jobs at the new 
casino to any of the 160 employees at the racino who want to transition.

June 6, news segment, 7a,8a, ;20 - Legoland pours foundation for first building.  Construction of the 
Legoland amusement park in the Town of Goshen took its first concrete step forward on Wednesday as 
the foundation for the first building was poured.  The project is targeted for a spring 2020 opening.

June 12, news segment, 6a, 8a, :20 -Sports betting will boost revenue at casino, says Sullivan Partnership 
president – The state-approved sports betting at Resorts World Catskills in the Town of Thompson as 
well as the other three upstate casinos will spur more interest in the facility, Sullivan County Partnership 
President Marc Baez said.  The wagering, which is expected to begin later this summer will be another 
tool and create more interest in Resorts World Catskills, which has been operating in its first year with 
large deficits

June 21, news segment, 7a, 8a, :20 -  Woodbury VLT deal set– Legislation to establish a video lottery 
terminal facility in Orange County has received a three-way agreement between the Senate, Assembly 
and governor. It was set to pass in the legislature Thursday night.  The VLT license, owned by Resorts 
World, will be transferred from the now-closed Monticello Raceway operation to a new site in 
Woodbury/Harriman.  Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther (D, Forestburg) said she wanted a deal that was 
beneficial to the racetrack, horsemen, Empire Resorts, and Orange and Sullivan counties. 



June 24, news segment, 6a,7a ;20 - Empire Resorts President Ryan Eller, Friday, said the new video 
lottery terminal gaming facility approved for Woodbury “will have a sustainable gaming footprint that 
will create new jobs in Orange County, while simultaneously preserving existing jobs and resort 
destination investment in Sullivan County. The site will be at the former Nepera chemical company site, 
which is contaminated and must be remediated first. Local approvals must also be granted.

J
.
Drugs/Drinking/Opioid Abuse;
June 21, live PSA, :30, 1:50p  PSA to support a 5K Run for Zayne.  This event in the City of Newburgh 
raised funds and promoted awareness of the Opioid issues in the Mid Hudson Valley.

Public Safety:
May 14, news segment, 6a, 8a, :15 - New York headed toward requiring backseat seatbelts
Requiring the use of seatbelts on backset passengers in New York appears to be just around the corner.
The Assembly is expected to vote on it within days and the Senate Transportation Committee approved 
it Monday.

June 13, news segment, 7a, 8, :20  Poughkeepsie joins in statewide pedestrian safety campaign.  The 
Poughkeepsie City Police Department is once again taking part in the Governor's Traffic Safety 
Committee's "Operation See!  Be Seen!" campaign, designed to raise awareness about keeping 
pedestrians safe across the state. In Poughkeepsie from June 14 through June 27, police will be 
patrolling busy pedestrian corridors and issuing warning notices, tickets, and informative tip cards to 
both motorists and pedestrians found violating the law.  

June 27, news segment, 8a, :20 - Newburgh gun buyback program takes 38 firearms off the streets
The latest gun buyback program conducted in the City of Newburgh last Saturday resulted in 28 
handguns and 10 long-guns being turned in to police. Three of the long-guns were illegally modified 
sawed-off shotguns.   program was designed to allow people to safely surrender guns and receive a 
Walmart gift card of up to $150, depending on the type of gun turned in.

 




