
WSPK
Quarterly Issues/Programming Report

January 1 – March 31, 2020

TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p.  Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel concerns 
related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, highways and interstates.
Road construction warning and information were also communicated. These live reports run Monday 
rough Friday.

February 10, news segment, :20 -  Over the next two weeks, work zone signs and variable message 
boards will be installed to notify residents and motorists of the work zone as the I-587 roundabout 
construction begins in Kingston, Mayor Steven Noble said. The monument and flags will be removed and 
stored and tree removal will begin shortly.

March 19, news segment, 8a :20, - Ridership on Metro-North Railroad lines has declined by 90 percent 
as more people stay home following advice of medical experts and that, coupled with losses on the 
MTA’s other systems – New York City buses, subways and Long Island Rail Road, has prompted the 
agency’s chairman and CEO to ask Congress for $4 billion in federal aid.

March 19, news segment, 7a, ;15 - Ulster County Clerk Nina Postupack has closed the Department of 
Motor Vehicles and the Recording and Filing counter to the public for health and safety reasons. The 
closure is in effect until further notice.

March 30, news segment, :20  Rt 17 road construction in and around Woodbury Common Premium 
Outles.

Covid-19
March 13, interview, 9a, 15 min -  The Dutchess County Health Commissioner A.K.Vaidian spoke about 
the Corona Virus and its potential impact to our region.

March 16, interview 9a 15 min – Putnum County Assemblyman Kevin Byrne spoke on the impaction and 
what it might mean for Putnum County and the Westchester region

March 17, interview 9a, 15 min– Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro that Dutchess County will 
host a ‘Town Hall Meeting’ to inform and hold a discussion on the days ahead.

March 18, interview  8a, 15 min – Orange County Executive Steve Neuhause called to discuss the Covid 
impact to Orange County and the county plans moving forward.

March 18, interview 9a,  15 min – Dr. Faisa of Pulse MD call in the discuss the current status of Covid in 
the Hudson Valley



March 19, interview, 8:20a 10 min – Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro called in to recap the 
Dutchess County Town Hall Meeting and the covid impact on businesses and residents of Dutchess 
County.

March 24, interview, 9a 15 minutes – Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan called in to discuss Covid and its
many impacts to residents of Ulster County.

March 25, interview, 9a 15 minutes – the president of the Dutchess Chamber of Commerce called in to 
discuss what local businesses can do and how the Chamber can assist.

March 26, interview, 9a 10 minutes – Josh Summer, President of Focus Media call in the discuss the 
status of the economy in our region.

March 31, interview, 9a 10 minutes – Mary Ellen Odell, the Putnum County Executive called in the give 
the residents of Putnum County an update and share the latest information for county residents.

***the above all became weekly guests that were on air into April and offered an open invite to join the 
WSPK morning show to share the latest information for the Hudson Valley Region.

WSPK hosted a Covid-19 web banner on its station website offering contact information of all the 
counties in the region that resident can go to for questions and concerns.

March 28, Live On Air :60 5Xday, WSPK gave live Coronavirus Updates covering ‘at the moment’ 
information for listeners in our region.

March 17, news segment, 9a, :15 - Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro has issued an 
emergency order to begin the process of converting the former temporary housing units at the county 
jail in Poughkeepsie into 24-hour shelter for those in need.  Molinaro said it will allow the county to 
bring its daytime homeless operation and meals program under one roof, to serve those may suffer 
from the economic effects of COVID-19.

March 17, news segment, 8a, :15 -  Newburgh City Manager Joseph Donat has declared a state of 
emergency in regard to the coronavirus as it poses a potential threat to public health and safety.
The declaration means city offices and worksites are closed to the public with the exception of the 
police and fire departments. The Activities Center is closed to the public and all weddings at City Hall 
have been canceled until further notice.

March 31, news segment, 7a :15 - Ulster County’s second drive-through mobile COVID-19 testing site 
near Ellenville Regional Hospital opened on Monday. The new location will be open five days a week and 
will continue to increase testing capacity in the county. Last week, the county opened its first drive-
through testing site at Tech City in the Town of Ulster, which tested over 600 people in the first week of 
operation.

April 3, news segment, 8a, :15 - Governor Andrew Cuomo noted on his daily COVID-19 briefing, 
Thursday, that he cannot impose a state-version of the federal Defense Production act the president can 
order companies to manufacture an item in an emergency situation.  The governor did put out a call for 



apparel and other manufacturers in the state to make face masks and hospital gowns during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

***WSPK sole focus was delivering real time update on the Coronavirus Virus and its impact to our 
Hudson Valley region…stories that ranges from the micro local level to region and broad scoping 
national updates.

Race/Social Relation Issues/Community safety:
January 24, news segment :15 The city's administration, with funding from the common council, has 
started phasing in body-worn cameras (BWCs) for the city's police force.   Mayor Rob Rolison said the 
city is investing $510,120 in the Axom 2 BWCs over the next five years.  That expenditure includes 65 
BWCs, docking stations for charging and downloading, as well as clothing-mounting hardware.  

Education:
January 16, news segment, 9a, :15 - Some 300 people attended the first Hudson Valley cyber security 
summit at Marist College on Wednesday. The half-day conference included discussions of what to do in 
the event of a cyber-attack; cyber security insurance and compliance; building an effective cyber 
security plan; and learning effective response through a simulated cyber-attack.

January 30, news segment, 8a, :15 - SUNY Orange President Dr. Kristine Young is talking up the college’s 
strategic workforce development and entrepreneurial initiatives at the Newburgh campus with an eye 
toward offering credit and non-credit courses to support the growing workforce pipeline in the county 
and across the region.

Employment:
February 26, news segment, 7a, :15 - – On January 1st, the City of Newburgh laid off 15 firefighters 
because of budget constraints and now, it has announced a civil service exam for the position of 
firefighter. The results for the Spanish-speaking firefighter would be used in the future, said Mayor 
Torrance Harvey.

March 18, news segment, 8a :10 - Pursuant to the governor’s order that all levels of government reduce 
their in-office staffing during the COVID-19 crisis, Orange County is making reductions.  The county said 
that prior to seeking any government services, call the department before arriving at that location.

Housing:
January 16, news segment, 8a, :15 - The cities of Mount Vernon, Newburgh and White Plains will receive 
“RISE” grants from the State Attorney General’s Office. The cities will receive between $646,000 to $1 
million to implement strategic code enforcement programs with an emphasis on making code 
enforcement more effective, efficient, and equitable.”



February 20, news segment, 9a, :15 - – Following a series of reported tenant’s rights violations in the 
Village of New Paltz, community and student organizations held a forum on tenant’s rights and the 
protections under state law that have occurred in the past year.

Health and Health Care Issues:
February 11, news segment, 6a, 8a, :15 Shared a letter from the Mayor of New Paltz about a water issue 
and inform the public to not use water and to go to designated water stations.

February 14, news segment, 7a, :15 - The ‘do not drink’ advisory for the Village and Town of New Paltz 
water system users has been lifted. The announcement came early Friday morning. Lifting of the 
order is a result of the completion of system flushing and re-sampling of the water distribution system 
by the State Department of Health that showed no detectible levels of petroleum compounds

Environment:
January 13, news segment 7a, :15 – Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney’ s(D, NY-18) bill calling for PFAS 
testing, passed in the House of Representatives with bipartisan support. The bill was included in a larger 
bill package, the PFAS Action Act, which Maloney cosponsored. The Hudson Valley lawmaker’s bill 
requires testing of all PFAS substances under the Toxic Substances Control Act by any entity that 
manufactures or processes PFAS chemicals.

February 10, news segment, 8a, :15 - Technological upgrades and environmental enhancements for the 
Town of Yorktown are forthcoming.  A unanimous vote by the town board paved the way for the town's 
website to receive its first update since 2013 and a second vote moved needed pesticide treatments for 
Mohegan Lake closer to reality.

Economy/Tourism:
January 13, news segment, 6a, 8a, :15 - The planning process to begin implementing the City of 
Kingston’s Downtown Revitalization Initiative projects is underway and Mayor Steven Noble expects 
work to begin this spring. The mayor believes an upgrade to a facility at Dietz stadium will be among the 
first.

January 23, news segment, 7a, :15 - The one million square foot Amazon distribution center in the Town 
of Montgomery is right on the Newburgh town line just down the road from New York Stewart 
International Airport and that will mean growth at the airport, Orange County Executive Steven Neuhaus 
told members of the Goshen Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday. Amazon will need to ship its 
products and the county executive said air transport is the way to go.

January 24, news segment :15 7a - – As the U.S. Senate was busy this week with the impeachment trial 
of President Trump, Congressman Antonio Delgado (D, NY-19) was home in the district touting some of 
the economic victories Thursday during his first year to a packed room at the Ulster County Regional 
Chamber of Commerce's annual congressional update breakfast meeting. 

January 30, news segment :15 8a - US Senator Charles Schumer is urging Irish airline Aer Lingus to 
expand its New York market by operating flights to Ireland and Great Britain from New York Stewart 
International Airport.



February 17, news segment, :15 7a - The man who brought you Jet Blue, West Jet and Azul Brazilian 
Airline is starting yet another and New York Stewart International Airport could be on its radar.
Stewart landed Jet Blue early its schedule because founder David Neeleman was lobbied by US Senator 
Charles Schumer. Jet Blue’s flights between Stewart and Florida destinations have proven to be highly 
successful. Neeleman’s latest creation is Breeze Airline, based in Salt Lake City, Utah. He hopes to have it 
up and running by the end of the year and Schumer is already pushing to have the Newburgh airport as 
one of its first cities served.

February 20, news segment, 6a, :15 - “Small businesses like the ones my family and I interact with daily 
across Dutchess County fuel our upstate economy,” Congressman Antonio Delgado (D, NY-19) told 
members of the Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday. The freshman 
lawmaker and Rhodes Scholar spoke about his work in Congress focused on economic development and 
supporting small businesses.

February 20, news segment, 9a, :15 - Moody’s Investor Services has given the City of Newburgh’s bond 
rating a stable outlook with a Baa2, which is believed to increase over the next few years.
Moody’s assessment indicates the local economy is stabilizing after several years of declines because of 
increased redevelopment and overall economic growth. Over the last two years, the city’s tax base has 
grown from a low of $871 million in 2017 to $907 million in 2019.

February 28, news segment, 8a, :20 - Thanks to a $15,000 grant from the Henry Nias Foundation, 
Poughkeepsie Farm Project is launching its ‘Poughkeepsie Food Power at Home’ program. The new 
initiative adds to the after-school program at six Poughkeepsie schools where children are taught how to 
prepare healthy means with locally grown produce.

March 6, news segment, 7a, :15 - The City of Poughkeepsie has begun the process of updating its 
comprehensive plan, which hasn’t been done in more than two decades.  The comprehensive plan will 
provide a vision for future growth and development in the city, and the public’s input will be sought as 
the blueprint is developed.

March 18, news segment, 8a, :15 - Given the fact that a large portion of the clientele at Woodbury 
Common Outlet Center is from overseas and the world is in the throes of coronavirus epidemic, State 
Senator James Skoufis (D, Woodbury) would like to see it closed for now.

March 19, news segment, 9a, :15 - All of the Pyramid Company’s shopping malls as well Woodbury 
Common Factory Outlets are closing down temporarily because of the COVID-19 virus. The order came 
from Governor Cuomo on Wednesday. Among Pyramid’s indoor malls to close at 8 p.m. today 
(Thursday) are the Galleria at Crystal Run in the Town of Wallkill, Palisades Center in West Nyack and the 
Poughkeepsie Galleria in the Town of Poughkeepsie.

Census
February 11, news segment, :15 7a - Orange County awarded funds to support census count
State grant funds are being made available to Orange County to support ongoing efforts to ensure an 
accurate and full 2020 census count.



Public Safety
March 20, news segment, :15, 8a - – Speed bumps and digital speed-reading displays are among the 
ideas being floated as a means to curb speeding in the City of Newburgh. The city has one digital display 
device now and expects to order more, Police Chief Douglas Solomon told the city council Thursday 
evening.


