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January 1 –March 31, 2019

TRAFFIC/TRANSIT AND TRANSPORTION AND PORT AUTHORITY
WSPK runs local traffic reports at 6a, 6:30a 7a, 7:30a, 8a, 8:30a, 
4:30p, 4:50p, 5:20p, 5:50p and 6:20p.  Here, WSPK delivers information impacting the travel concerns 
related to Metro North, MTA Bridges, Airports as well as local road, parkways, highways and interstates.
Road construction warning and information were also communicated. These live reports run Monday 
rough Friday.

Jan. 28, :20 news segment 7a, 8a, news story discussed the dangerous potholes in the Mid Hudson 
Valley and asking residents to report to town officials so they can be addressed as quickly as possible. 

March 19, :20 news segment, 6a, Counties granted roadway repaving funds 

ALBANY – Approximately $19.8 million in projects is forthcoming from the state to renew 91 lane miles 
of the roads in Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster and Sullivan counties.

Race/Social Relation Issues
February 5, :20 news segment. 7a  DA presents “Speak up to stand up against hate” seminar at Minisink 
Valley High School. In the wake of a number of hate crimes in Orange County in recent years, most 
recently a racist comment on a circulated photo of a student at Minisink Valley High School, students, 
Monday, participated in a “Speak Up to Stand Up Against Hate” seminar.

February 11, :20 news segment, 7a, 8a, Hate had no place at Chester anti-hate conference.
A large turnout of Orange County residents to Sunday’s “Hate has no place in America” conference in 
the Town of Chester proved the point that hate does not belong in the community. A panel discussion 
included students who were the brunt of hateful communication, a clergywoman, civil rights attorney 
and a state lawmaker.

PSA Campaign & Health
March 21, in studio guest, 9am 3:00min.  Local Union DC 1013 Foundation came in to speak about their 
fundraising event at the Mid Hudson Civic Center occurring on 3/23.

Jan 15 – Feb 3 :30 recorded PSA.  WSPK ran 60 prerecord PSA’s about the Alert Cab/Stop DWI campaign.

January 31, :20 news segment 7a, 8a Orange County District Attorney David Hoovler and Dana 
Distributors in Goshen announced that the company’s Alert Cab program will be available on Super Bowl 
Sunday on February 3. From 4 p.m. and midnight, Dana Distributors will pay the cab fare for customers 
of area restaurants and bars who feel that they have had too much to drink to be able to drive home 
safely.



Feb 15 – March 5 :30 PSA.  WSPK ran 36 recorded PSA’s for The Children’s Miracle Network Hospital to 
support their National Pancake Campaign with IHOP.

Education:
January 22, :20 news segment 6a, 7a, Remember and educating on the life of MLK.  Members of the 
Newburgh and surrounding communities celebrated the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Monday, holding a day-long series of events focused on Dr. King’s principles and using those principles 
to better their own communities.

January 29, :20 news segment, 8a – Dutchess Community College, with its main campus in the Town of 
Poughkeepsie, is looking to move is southern education center from its current location in Wappinger to 
the Town of Fishkill.

February 5, :20 news segment. 7a  DA presents “Speak up to stand up against hate” seminar at Minisink 
Valley High School. In the wake of a number of hate crimes in Orange County in recent years, most 
recently a racist comment on a circulated photo of a student at Minisink Valley High School, students, 
Monday, participated in a “Speak Up to Stand Up Against Hate” seminar.

Employment:
January 24, :20 news segment 7a, 8a, Unemployment in the Hudson Valley/Catskills declined again in 
the 12 months ending in December, according to the state labor department. The largest decline was in 
Sullivan County where joblessness fell 1.7 percent from 5.4 percent in December 2017 to 3.7 percent in 
December 2018.  Unemployment fell 1.5 percent in Greene County, going from 5.6 percent in December 
2017 to 4.1 percent last December.

January 29, :20 news segment , 7a, 8a, The Junior League of Poughkeepsie is hosting a Girl's 
Empowerment Day on February 23rd at the Marist College Boat House.  The event is from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and has space for 60 high school age girls (9-12 grades) to attend.  

Housing:
January 10, :20 news segment , 7a, 8a, – Sales of single-family homes in Sullivan County increased by 
almost five percent in 2018 compared with 2017, according to the Hudson Gateway Association of 
Realtors. Sales rose by 4.8 percent, increasing from 954 to 1,000.  The activity may be attributed to the 
economic growth in the county

February 13 :20 news segment, 8a $1.3 million in federal grants for homeless in Westchester and 
Rockland. The US Department of Housing and Urban Development has announced grants of more than 
$1.3 million in total to Westchester and Rockland counties and the not-for-profit Rockland Hospital 
Guild to strengthen homelessness services in their communities.



Health and Health Care Issues:
January 24, :15 news segment 6a, 7:30a The number of measles cases in Rockland County continues to 
rise with 118 cases now reported by the county health department. That number is the total since the 
outbreak began in October and is not one that reflects all active cases. 

January 31, :20 news segment, 6a, 7a, 8a, Below freezing temperatures combined with strong winds are 
posing a serious health threat to individuals who will be outdoors night and day.  Several municipalities 
throughout the Hudson Valley are opening warming centers tomorrow to provide shelter for those that 
need it.

February 5 :20 news segment, 6a, 8a, Medical marijuana dispensary opens in Town of Wallkill.
A second medical marijuana dispensary has opened in Orange County, this one on Dunning Road in the 
Town of Wallkill. The Botanist chose the location because of the 4,000 registered medical marijuana 
patients in the county and anticipated additional patients from Sullivan County.

February 5, :15 news segment 7a, The Dutchess County Office for the Aging has relocated to a new 
senior center at 114 Delafield Street in Poughkeepsie that will provide county residents with improved 
programming space, a new kitchen and other enhancements.

February 11, :20 news segment 8a Newburgh explores banning smoking at city parks
NEWBURGH – The Newburgh City Council is going to consider banning smoking at city parks.
The proposal, which will go before a public hearing on February 25, wo0uld also include a ban on 
smoking within 25 feet of a municipal building in use.

March 15, :20 news story, 6a Two measles cases confirmed in Sullivan County. Two confirmed cases of 
measles have been reported in Sullivan County residents, the county Public Health Department 
reported. The individuals are considered to have been contagious from March 4 to March 12.  The lived 
during that time primarily in Sullivan County, but did spend time in and traveled to Brooklyn where 
there’s an ongoing measles outbreak.

March 21, :20 news story, 7a, 8a, SUNY Sullivan secures grant to create smoke-free campus policy
SUNY Sullivan is one of 48 colleges and universities around the nation to be awarded a grant from Truth 
Initiative® to adopt a smoke-free campus policy.

March 18, :20 news segment, 6a. Newburgh to ban smoking in outdoor public spaces
Effective this summer, smoking in outdoor places owned by the City of Newburgh will be prohibited.
The ban is not meant as punishment or to prevent people who want to smoke to stop, but rather it is an 
issue of public health, said City Councilman Anthony Grice, who led the effort.

Environment:
January 23, :20 news segment 6a, 8a, Contamination of the City of Newburgh’s water supply by PFOS 
and PFOA from the Stewart Air National Guard Base remains a front burner issue for US Senator Charles 
Schumer. He has met with Acting Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan calling on the Defense 
Department to keep its promise to implement interim, remediation measures to stop the flow of the 
carcinogenic chemicals from Recreation Pont into Newburgh’s water supply.



March 11, :20 news segment 6a, 8a, Sullivan officials may seek new study on pipeline health issues
Concerns continue to be raised in part of Sullivan County about the safety of the Millennium Pipeline, 
The pipe runs through the towns of Highland and Lumberland, represented by County Legislator Nadia 
Rajsz, who says residents in her district are still asking questions.

March 29, :20 news segment , 7a, 8a, Lawmakers, environmentalists push for plastic bag ban.
ALBANY- A number of state legislators and environmental advocates, Wednesday, called for a 
comprehensive single-use bag policy including a ban on plastic with a fee on all other carryout bags.
They are calling for the ban to be included in the final state budget, which is technically due on Sunday, 
March 31.

Economy/Tourism:
January 23 :20 news segment 6a, 8a,  Empire Resorts, the parent company of Monticello Casino and 
Raceway ant Casino World Catskills is going to cease its video gaming machine operations and food and 
beverage service at the racetrack in Monticello. Empire Resorts anticipates terminating the electronic 
gaming on April 23.

January 23, :15 news segment. 6:30  As the partial federal government shutdown continues with the 
furlough of hundreds of thousands of workers and the mandatory working of others, all without pay, 
impacted families are being financially squeezed. Some local residents, who are furloughed, have begun 
to look for interim work in the private sector.

January 24, :15 news segment, 6a, 8a, – Catholic Charities of Orange, Sullivan and Ulster is offering 
assistance to furloughed federal employees through its Case Management program that includes 
emergency food and shelter assistance and other social safety net support.

January 29, :15 news segment 7a, – Dutchess Community College, with its main campus in the Town of 
Poughkeepsie, is looking to move is southern education center from its current location in Wappinger to 
the Town of Fishkill.

February 11, :20 news segment 8a, Royal Air Force Red Arrows added to New York Air Show
The Royal Air Force Red Arrows will be performing in the skies above the Mid-Hudson Valley this year as 
the United Kingdom’s aerobatic team will be at the New York Air Show at New York Stewart 
International Airport on August 24 and 25.

March 21, :20 news segment 6a, 7a Historic preservation grants awarded for area historic sites
The Park and Trail Partnership Program has announced five grants for Hudson Valley historic 
preservation. Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance will receive $28,000 to retain an historic preservation 
firm to outline next steps for restoration and sustainable adaptive reuse of The Point located at Mills 
Norrie State Park in Staatsburg.

March 7, :20 news segment 7a, Orange County drops consideration of funding Legoland marketing
GOSHEN – Days after Legoland officials asked Orange County to fund a $1 million international 
marketing campaign for its theme park that is being built in Goshen, the county has shelved the idea.



March 28, :20 news segment 6:30a, 7:30a Preliminary work begins on $21 million Stewart terminal 
expansion  – Prep work has begun to build a 20,000 square foot federal inspection station on the 
passenger terminal at New York Stewart International Airport. The addition will for a federal inspection 
services facility to separate international and domestic passengers.  Airport business development 
director Michael Torelli said the initial part of the $21 million project has begun.


