
PUBLIC INSPECTION FILE      3Q  2019   

SECTION ONE:        KIFI    

ISSUES PROGRAM LIST       October 1, 2019 

The following represent some of the key issues facing the broadcast area of KIFI during 

the current filing period.  They are referenced on the accompanying programming 

summaries. 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs aired as part of Local News 8 at 5:00 p.m., 6:00 

p.m., and/or 10 p.m. 

 

A) EDUCATION:   Issues relating to public school and university education in our 

community. 

Title:  WHITE PINE CHARTER H.S. 

Broadcast Date:  7-22 

Duration:  2:26 

Description:  White Pine Charter school will open its new STEM Academy high 

school beginning August 22.  School officials said research indicates 70% of jobs 

in seven years have not yet been developed, but they will be in the area of 

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. Officials found past 

graduates were getting bored with their education at the public high school level.  

The charter will use a log building and four modular classrooms for two years.  

They will begin with a 9th grade class and add a new grade every year before the 

first graduating class in 2023. 

Title:  BLACKFOOT CHARTER SCHOOLS 

Broadcast Date:   7-25 

Duration:  3:40 

Description:  The city of Blackfoot recently informed Bingham Academy their 

occupation of space at the Riverside Plaza is “non-conforming” because the 

school never applied for a conditional use permit.   The only reason they were 

allowed to continue is because of confusion over who oversaw the school.  Now, 

school administrators claim they were never asked to apply and now they don’t 

need to. Blackfoot said that doesn’t matter, they must submit an application.  

Title:  D25 POLICY CHANGES 

Broadcast Date:  8-20 

Duration:  3:31 

Description:  The Pocatello school district will focus its efforts on attendance and 

communication as it works with parents to implement student safety policies. 

They  will ask parents to encourage student attendance and reduce absences. 

According to the district, one in six students are missing too much school. That is 

reflected in chronic absenteeism that results in student drop-out rates from 6th 

grade-on.  Also, this year, the district will require doors stay locked during class 



time.  Visitors will be asked to check in at the front desk with a photo ID, every 

visit.  

Title:  SUGAR SALEM BOND ISSUE 

Broadcast Date:  8-21 

Duration:  2:37 

Description:  The Sugar Salem School district will seek voter approval of a $17 

million building bond issue. At present, all of the district’s schools are using 

modular buildings to meet student populations that have been steadily growing 

for 15 years. A bond committee was formed two years ago to find a solution. 

Since losing a bond election in 2017, the district received a 45-acre property 

donation on which it plans to build a new junior high school.   

 

Title:  ISU BODIES  

Broadcast Date:  8-27  

Duration:  2:20 

Description:  Idaho State University is soliciting people to consider donating their 

dead bodies to science. ISU said its health professions students need cadavers 

to properly prepare them for their medical futures. While much can now be done 

with virtual technology, professors say whole-body dissection is an important part 

of medical education.   There are currently about 500 students using the anatomy 

and physiology lab each semester and growing need at the Meridian campus.  

 

 

B) HEALTH / ENVIRONMENT:  Issues related to our environment and health of our 

community. 

Title: KIDNEY TRANSPLANT   

Broadcast Date:  7-16 

Duration:  2:54 

Description:  Latest statistics indicate kidney disease affects 37 million 

Americans or about 15% of the population.  A new federal effort hopes to reduce 

end-stage kidney disease by 25% by the year 2030.  A Chubbuck woman had a 

kidney transplant, which failed, and now she’s back on the waiting list for 

another. In the meantime, she described the ordeal of going through dialysis on a 

weekly basis. She hopes the new federal policy will lead to more matching 

donors. 

Title:  MAMMOGRAM BUS 

Broadcast Date:  7-23 

Duration:  2:17 

Description:  According to national statistics, one in eight women will be 

diagnosed with breast cancer in their lifetime. But, officials said Idaho ranks near 

the bottom in the U.S. for breast cancer screenings.  Portneuf Regional Medical 

Center is working to make it easier for women to get tested.  They have 



contracted a Mammogram Coach that can travel throughout southeast Idaho with 

the necessary testing equipment. If the screenings can be made more 

convenient in rural areas, the hospital is betting it can increase testing numbers. 

Title:  SHEEP FIRE 

Broadcast Date:  7-25 

Duration:  2:11 

Description:  A lightning strike Monday night turned into the largest fire the Idaho 

National Laboratory has ever seen by Wednesday. On Thursday, over 113,000 

acres had been burned and the fire was expected to be 100% contained by 

Friday. Site facilities returned to normal activities Thursday.  No one was injured 

in the fires and no facilities were burned. Crews have begun to work with private 

utilities to restore damaged power lines.  

Title:  WHITE BYRONY 

Broadcast Date: 8-14  

Duration:  2:24  

Description:  Pocatello homeowners are complaining about a crawling vine that 

turns out to be a noxious weed.  White Bryony is a vine that is becoming 

common.  It looks like a Virginia Creeper, but the difference is its leaf structure 

and berries that turn black.  The entire plant is poisonous to children and pets 

and very difficult to control.  Experts advise the use of “Roundabout” as the best 

way to kill the plant at its root.   

Title:  IFCH NEARING COMPLETION 

Broadcast Date:  8-22 

Duration:  1:52    

Description:  Idaho Falls Community Hospital is on track to open its doors around 

the first of November.  The hospital’s chief operating officer said contractors are 

working with physicians to ensure efficiency.  The hospital, said its goal is to 

make the building match its people’s needs. In the meantime, IFCH is working to 

fill positions. They are feeling the impact of a nationwide nursing shortage. 

 

 

C) GOVERNMENT/POLITICS:  Issues facing local government including taxation 

and politics. 

Title:  SOUTH BOULEVARD CONTROVERSY 

Broadcast Date:  7-19 

Duration:  3:04 

Description:  The city of Idaho Falls is proposing a new traffic layout along South 

Boulevard and residents along the street are not pleased. The city is attempting 

to realign parking and allow room for a bike path.  Residents have passed a 

petition with 5,000 signatures calling for an alternative. That change would 

eliminate a center turn lane, allow on-street parking to return, and widen the bike 



routes.  The city has planned a public meeting in August before making a final 

determination. 

Title:  NORTH BANNOCK FIRE DISTRICT 

Broadcast Date:  7-29 

Duration:  2:09 

Description:  Thousands of people in northern Bannock County could be without 

fire protection if they can’t approve an emergency property tax levy August 6.  As 

Chubbuck grows, its fire department has determined it can no longer take on 

contract responsibilities in the norther section.  The district does not own any 

equipment or a building, so it will need financial support to start its own fire 

department.   If approved, it would cost district property owners about $240 per 

$100,000 valuation. 

Title:  MEDICAL MARIJUANA  

Broadcast Date:  8-13 

Duration:  3:49 

Description:  Efforts to collect signatures for a medical marijuana initiative got 

underway in Idaho.  The drive requires 55,000 signatures before Aril 30th to make 

the 2020 ballot.  In Pocatello, a woman who already sells CBD Oil is hosting a 

petition at her store.  She said the results she has already seen have convinced 

her it can be a viable treatment for certain types of pain. But, the Bannock 

County Sheriff is not convinced.  He believes that marijuana, medical or not, may 

instead be a first step towards other crime. 

Title:  URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT RETIRED 

Broadcast Date:  9-19 

Duration:  2:25 

Description:  The Pocatello Development Authority is retiring the North 

Yellowstone Urban Renewal District.  The project’s 25-year development plan 

was achieved about 10 years ahead of schedule.  The district used tax increment 

financing to help recover a blighted area and convert it into viable new 

development, resulting in about 900 new jobs.  The district turned back over $1.4 

million to Bannock County and the property returned to the county’s tax role.  

 

D) ECONOMY:  Tracking trends affecting our community’s business base as well as 

the rise and fall of industry in the community. 

Title:  IDAHO FALLS EVENT CENTER 

Broadcast Date:   7-16 

Duration:  1:45 

Description:  The Idaho Falls Auditorium District announced that Mountain 

America Credit Union will have naming rights at a new Event Center facility. The 

building is being constructed at Snake River Landing.  The credit union signed a 

long-term partnership agreement.  As planned, the center will eventually house a 

minor league hockey team.  The district hopes to break ground in October, if it 



meets a million-dollar fundraising goal. 

 

Title:  HOKU SALE 

Broadcast Date:  7-29 

Duration:  2:31 

Description:    For many years, the Hoku site has sat vacant in Pocatello, but a 

new deal to purchase the property may soon be complete.  Hoku went bankrupt 

in 2012, five years after it started construction on the plant.  Now, Solargise 

America has responded to an offer from Pocatello Development to sell the 

property.  Solargise offered $1.5 million.  At this time, officials hope it will create 

50 to 60 high-paying, fulltime jobs. 

(On August 22, the PDA withdrew its agreement after Solargise asked for 

extensions and did not meet a payment deadline. Another company was 

considered for sale of facilities.) 

Title:  INNOVATION CENTER 

Broadcast Date:  8-14 

Duration:  2:47 

Description:  The Idaho National Laboratory celebrated its 70th anniversary with 

word that the US Department of Energy had named the site as host of the 

National Reactor Innovation Center. The initiative will assist with the 

development of advanced nuclear energy technologies. It was authorized by the 

Nuclear Energy Innovation Capabilities Act in 2018.  It will provide private sector 

industry access to INL infrastructure for testing nuclear energy systems. 

 

Title:   BASIC AMERICAN FOOD CLOSURE 

Broadcast Date:  8-27 

Duration:  2:55 

Description:  Basic American Foods announced plans to close its Shelley 

processing plant and a support facility in Blackfoot.  The move will eliminate 200 

jobs in Shelley and 100 in Blackfoot.  The company said it hoped some of those 

workers would find jobs at the company’s expanded Rexburg plant. The Mayor of 

Shelley said he city was not shocked, but was hoping it wouldn’t happen. He 

hopes affected employees can find work in the Shelley vicinity. 

Title:  BioLogiQ   

Broadcast Date: 9-17 

Duration:  2:12 

Description:  An Idaho Falls company is breaking ground in environmental 

manufacturing.  They have developed a method of using potato starch to create 

a bio-degradable plastic-like product.   The process can use other plant types as 

well.  Idaho generates a hundred million pounds of excess starch from potatoes.   

The company believes its product could drastically change the world.  In addition 

to a local expansion, it is building new facilities around the world.  



 

 

E) LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Tracking trends in neighborhood crime and the legal 

progress of criminal cases. 

Title:  TAPP EXONERATED 

Broadcast Date:  7-17 

Duration:  5:30 

Description:  After serving more that 20 years in prison for the murder of Angie 

Dodge, Christopher Tapp appeared in court.  In a first step, the Bonneville 

County Prosecutor filed to formally exonerate Tapp.  A suspect, who admitted to 

the crime and whose DNA matched that found at the crime scene, is in custody. 

The victim’s mother was among those who helped Tapp win exoneration.  She 

hopes the effort will lead to freedom for other falsely accused people. Law 

enforcement was not celebrating.  They are now concentrating on getting a 

conviction on the new suspect.  

Title:  QUAGGA DOGS 

Broadcast Date:  7-23 

Duration:  2:57 

Description:  National Park Service Rangers are training dogs to sniff out aquatic 

invasive species on watercraft visiting park facilities. Specifically, they’re looking 

for quagga or zebra mussels. The microscopic organisms float until they latch 

onto a hard surface, form a shell as they become adults and “filter” feed, which 

affects the entire ecosystem.  The dogs are trained to sniff them out at watercraft 

inspection stations. Boaters should eliminate all water from their equipment 

before moving anywhere, remove all visible mud, plants, fish or other tiny 

animals, and drain your boat hull in a safe location. 

Title:  POCATELLO SHOOTING  

Broadcast Date:  7-31 

Duration:  2:32 

Description:  A Pocatello couple is recovering from gunshot wounds after they 

were found in their car.  Police said the pair were injured by one bullet, fired at 

close range. Neighbors heard the noise and rushed to help them. They said a 

man walked up to them, asked for a lighter, then shot at them. Police found the 

suspect nearby and charged him with two counts of aggravated battery.  He 

could face up to 15 years in prison for each count. 

Title:  POLICE STATION  

Broadcast Date:  8-26 

Duration:  2:20 

Description:  The city of Idaho Falls will move ahead with proposals to build a 

new city police station. A study committee determined the department does not 

have enough space to properly operate at the present time. There is no space for 

victims or witnesses waiting to give a statement.  And, hundred-year-old 

interview rooms don’t allow for modern interrogation tactics. The department also 



wants to be more accessible to the public. The city council is still studying options 

to pay for it.  The committee is now looking at where to pay for it. 

Title:  CAT BURGLAR IN POCATELLO 

Broadcast Date:  9-19 

Duration:  2:21 

Description:  Pocatello Police are on the watch for a man wearing a mask and 

dark clothing as he walks from house to house trying doors. Home surveillance 

cameras have caught numerous images of the man, including his theft of a 

package from one doorstep. Some of the images were shared on line and police 

hope it will eventually lead to the man’s arrest. In the meantime, police suggest 

good lighting and locked doors to keep their homes safe.  


