
PUBLIC INSPECTION FILE      2Q  2019   

SECTION ONE:        KIFI 

ISSUES PROGRAM LIST       July 1, 2019 

 

The following represent some of the key issues facing the broadcast area of KIFI during 

the current filing period.  They are referenced on the accompanying programming 

summaries. 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs aired as part of Local News 8 at 5:00 p.m., 6:00 

p.m., and/or 10 p.m. 

 

A) EDUCATION:   Issues relating to public school and university education in our 

community. 

Title:  ISU PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 

Broadcast Date:  4-26 

Duration:  2:20 

Description:    Although he’s been in the position for almost a year, ISU President 

Kevin Satterlee was formally inaugurated as the university’s 13th president.  

Satterlee said the university’s new strategic plan would begin this fall and include 

a master plan for campus facilities. The school will enter the year with a 6.1% 

increase in tuition and fees. Satterlee claimed ISU is still one of the lowest priced 

universities in the state and the only school with a tuition lock program.  

Title:  CEI / SKYLINE DUAL GRADUATION 

Broadcast Date:  5-7  

Duration:  1:51 

Description:  As College of Eastern Idaho holds its commencement exercises, 

the graduates include a Skyline High School student who attains both a high 

school and associate degree in the same month.  She is the Idaho Falls school 

district’s first dual enrollment graduate.  The student said she missed out on 

some high school activities, like prom, but will be able to attend BYU-Idaho 

classes next fall. 

Title:    PATRON SUES SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Broadcast Date:  5-10 

Duration:  2:17 

Description:  An Idaho Falls School District patron filed suit against the district.  

The suit alleges the district illegally approved a land exchange agreement.  The 

property involved went to a developer who planned a subdivision.  The plaintiff is 

among landowners living near the proposed development.  They complain the 

development will have adverse impact on schools and traffic in the 

neighborhood.  

 



Title:  TETON HIGH SCHOOL MASCOT 

Broadcast Date:  6-4 

Duration:  2:00 

Description:  Patrons of the Teton School District have renewed a debate into the 

future of the “Redskin” mascot at Teton High School. One group of students, 

parents, and community members are voicing objection to any change and are 

rallying public opinion to oppose it.  One native-American group has voiced 

support for the mascot.   

Title:  TETON HIGH SCHOOL MASCOT 

Broadcast Date:  6-26 

Duration:  2:16 

Description:  As the Teton School board prepares for public hearings on the 

issue, a group of Shoshone Bannock tribe members are voicing their moral 

objections to the high schools’ “Redskin” mascot.  While some Indians don’t 

object, locals say they believe the mascot is an insult. The group has identified 

eight Idaho schools which sport derogatory mascots, but Teton’s is considered 

among the worst.  

Title:  CHARTER SCHOOL CONTROVERSY 

Broadcast Date:  7-1  &  7-2 

Duration:   2:19  

Description:  Some Blackfoot charter school supporters are angry about the 

release of an audio recording of a charter school commission executive session.  

Blackfoot charter schools believe the commission made disparaging remarks 

about the school, their communities, and students.  

In follow-up interviews, the Chairman of the Commission explained the 

comments were not supposed to have been recorded, but said it was not meant 

in an antagonistic way.    

Title:  BONNEVILLE BOND ISSUE 

Broadcast Date:  6-27 

Duration:  2:08 

Description:  The Bonneville School Board unanimously to send a $42.7 million 

bond issue to voters in August. The funding would cover the cost of a new 

elementary school building to ease overcrowding.  The new school would host 

about 500 students.  The bond would also cover the cost of improvements to the 

existing Bonneville and Hillcrest High School buildings. Opponents argued the 

bond would cost taxpayers about $90 per year per $100,000 valuation. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B) HEALTH / ENVIRONMENT:  Issues related to our environment and health of our 

community. 

Title:  CONTROLLED BURNS 

Broadcast Date:  4-2 

Duration:  1:51 

Description:  Landowners have launched an early assault on grass and weeds 

with controlled-burn fires.  But, the Idaho Falls Fire Department indicates there 

have already been well over a dozen that grew out of control and some have 

threatened structures.  The Idaho Falls Fire Department encourages owners to 

be careful and understand that vegetation is much more flammable than it may 

appear. They also tell homeowners that any damages caused by an out-of-

control fire are the fire-starter’s responsibility. 

Title:  CLEAN ENERGY CONVERSION 

Broadcast Date:  4-3 

Duration:  1:56 

Description:  Idaho Power Company announced plans to be among the country’s 

first 100% clean energy utilities by 2035.  The company will do that by partnering 

with a massive solar energy project being constructed near Twin Falls.  It has 

also dropped two Wyoming coal fired electricity plants and will soon leave a third 

and final plant. In addition to solar, Idaho Power will also use hydro-electric, wind, 

and geo-thermal resources. 

Title:  BEHAVIORAL CRISIS CENTER 

Broadcast Date:  5-8 

Duration:  2:50 

Description:  Hundreds of people gathered in Pocatello to officially open the 

county’s Behavioral Crisis Center. The center took on over 50 patients since its 

actual opening April 15.  Mental health officials said it would change the 



foundation of the community by meeting a variety of needs, including addictions 

of all kinds. Almost 90% of center patients are bringing themselves in for 

treatment. On hand for the event, the Governor said he would like to get ahead of 

those emotional problems and launch programs to reach people at a younger 

age. 

Title:  SURGERY CENTER 

Broadcast Date:  5-28  

Duration:  2:09 

Description:  An outpatient surgery center and two hospitals have come together 

in an effort to lower costs and provide higher quality care. The hospitals said they 

were interested in expanding their patient services in a cost effective way.  They 

said the move should provide greater access to service at a lower cost.  The 

challenge to each entity was to find a way to join forces, while protecting their 

own competitive services. 

Title:  POCATELLO GLASS RECYCLING 

Broadcast Date:  6-4 

Duration:  2:05 

Description:  Pocatello’s Sanitation Department is marking the one-year 

anniversary of its glass recycling program. In the past year, the program 

collected 150 tons of glass.  The program reduces the amount of glass material 

that makes it into the county landfill.  That material takes about a million years to 

fully decompose. Instead, the glass is moved to Utah where a private company 

recycles the material for reuse in new glass products.   

 

Title:  HENRY’S FORK WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 

Broadcast Date:  6-19 

Duration:  1:59 

Description:  A group of citizens, who came together to promote highway wildlife 

crossings in Fremont County, has reformed as the Henry’s Fork Wildlife 

Foundation. Members said the human impact on the area is growing and the 

foundation will work to preserve that natural habitat. The group said it recognized 

the close relationship of that wildlife habitat to the economic prosperity of the 

region.   

 

 

 

C) GOVERNMENT/POLITICS:  Issues facing local government including taxation 

and politics. 

Title:  LIBRARY BOND 

Broadcast Date:  4-1 

Duration:  2:09 



Description:  The Portneuf District Library announced hopes to build a facility 

near the new Chubbuck City building. The library wants a 32,000 square foot 

facility that will cost about $11.6 million.  It will go to voters in May.  Supporters 

believe the library is critical to the community’s youth and that it cannot meet 

those needs in its current location.  

Title:  TRPTA BUS SERVICE DISOLVED 

Broadcast Date:  4-24 

Duration:  3:08 

Description:  The Board of Directors for Targhee Regional Transportation 

Authority agreed to dissolve its regional service for financial reasons.  TRPTA 

asked the city to provide some interim financing as the bus service sought an 

orderly closure.  Those counting on the service will be left without options. The 

board said it would close all regional service within 90 days and city fixed-routes 

within 30 days.  

Title:  PORTNEUF LIBRARY BOND 

Broadcast Date:  5-13 

Duration:  1:59 

Description:  Voters in the Portneuf Library District will vote Tuesday on an $11.6 

million bond issue.   If approved, the district would build a new library near the 

Chubbuck City Hall complex. Library board members said they were encouraged 

by support from the community, although there have been critics of the move.  It 

would cost taxpayers about $85 per year per $100,000 valuation.  

Title:  VP AT YELLOWSTONE 

Broadcast Date:  6-13 

Duration:  2:53 

Description:  Vice President Pence traveled to Yellowstone National Park to 

outline a new administration plan to deal with infrastructure repair back logs.  

Yellowstone alone has $600 million in deferred maintenance.   Nationwide, the 

figure is closer to $12 billion.   The administration’s plan is to use fee increase 

revenue from a year-ago to meet the growing expense. Western governors are 

said to be developing details of a plan, but those details are not known yet. 

Title:   CITY COUNCIL SALARIES 

Broadcast Date:  6-24 

Duration:  2:40 

Description:  Controversy is rising in Pocatello over a proposal to increase 

salaries for the next Mayor and City Council terms.  Opposition is growing, 

especially among supporters of law enforcement and firemen, who are falling 

behind national salary median wages.   Supporters argued that councilmen and 

the Mayor spent their own money on things like child care and gasoline to pay for 

their participation in municipal business meetings.   The proposals move on to 

the budget hearing stage. 

 



 

 

D) ECONOMY:  Tracking trends affecting our community’s business base as well as 

the rise and fall of industry in the community. 

Title:  CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

Broadcast Date:  4-18 

Duration:  2:15 

Description:  The new Census of Agriculture confirms that dairy production has 

easily become Idaho’s top agricultural producer.  And, the University of Idaho is 

quick to point out that another Idaho crop, alfalfa hay,is the second most 

important crop because of its relationship in support of the dairy industry.  

Title:  DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 

Broadcast Date:  5-14 

Duration:  2:03 

Description:  Idaho Falls Downtown Development will begin work on a Broadway 

improvement project between Memorial Drive and Yellowstone Avenue.  20-30 

thousand cars per day travel down the road and the project will install new curb, 

gutter and sidewalks.  The work will also include new planters and street lighting. 

Some are displeased that old trees will be removed, but project officials said 

most are dead or dying. They will be replaced. The project should be complete 

by Independence Day. 

 

Title:  PUPPY SCAM 

Broadcast Date:  6-10  

Duration:  2:12 

Description:  The Better Business Bureau reports that one of the fastest growing 

scams in the region is that for online puppies.  In 2018, puppies were the number 

one online purchase that ended up being a scam.  Experts say that’s because 

they quickly become an emotional purchase. Large deposits generally open the 

scam and those can lead to fees and other miscellaneous costs. The best way to 

avoid a scam, they said, was to shop locally or visit an animal shelter.  

Title:  A NEW ALTERNATIVE; QUIONOA 

Broadcast Date:  6-18 

Duration:  1:46 

Description:  Idaho Falls broke ground for a new industrial park and one of its 

new tenants will be a 5,000 square foot facility to process quinoa for market. 

American Mills has operated a smaller plant, but believes the popularity of the 

crop is growing demand. In addition, it serves as a productive rotation crop for 

potatoes.  The company has four employees now, but that will grow to ten when 

the new plant opens. 



Title:  BLACKROCK LAND EXCHANGE 

Broadcast Date:  6-19 

Duration:  3:08 

Description:  The Bureau of Land Management is continuing to take public 

comment on a proposed land exchange between Simplot and BLM.  The Simplot 

property is undeveloped ground near Shoshone-Bannock tribal land.   The 

property it wants is located near the Don Plant…the site of a former EPA 

Superfund Cleanup project.   The tribe has opposed the exchange for decades 

and is still opposed under the current proposal. 

 

 

E) LAW ENFORCEMENT:  Tracking trends in neighborhood crime and the legal 

progress of criminal cases. 

 

Title:  CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION  

Broadcast Date:  4-1 

Duration:  2:33 

Description:  April is officially dedicated to Child Abuse Prevention.  Child 

Development Specialists said that begins with some basic education; that child 

abuse happens and it happens in our community. Research indicates 1 in 4 

children has some sort of maltreatment during their life. 27% of those are under 

the age of 1.  The second step is to minimize the opportunity for abuse. 

 

Title:  MURDER INVESTIGATION CONTINUES 

Broadcast Date:  5-15 

Duration:  2:42 

Description:  Two men were accused in March of the murder of 87-year-old 

Arlyne Koehler in her Pocatello home.  An adult and a juvenile, both from 

California have been charged.  Police said the murder appears to have been 

totally random.  Both suspects are now in Pocatello as prosecutors determine 

how best to charge the crime.   In another case, a man was found dead on City 

Creek Trail in Pocatello.  Police have determined that was probably due to a 

hypothermic accident, although toxicological studies are not complete. 

Title:  ANGIE DODGE MURDER CASE 

Broadcast Date:  5-17 

Duration:  5:00 

Description:  After 23 years, Idaho Falls Police announced they had made a DNA 

match to the murder of Angie Dodge.  A team of detectives traveled to Canyon 

County and tracked down a matching DNA sample from Brian Dipps.  He was 

arrested a short time later and charged with rape and murder.  Police outlined 

their investigation, which included the help of a genealogical geneticist.  



Title:  MISDEMEANOR ARREST ORDER 

Broadcast Date:  6-13 

Duration:  2:10 

Description:  The Idaho Supreme Court has handed down a decision that may 

undercut police efforts to control certain situations, especially domestic violence.  

The decision said officers cannot arrest someone for a misdemeanor unless they 

have a warrant or witnessed the crime being committed.  It means they won’t be 

able to arrest a suspected abuser to calm down a domestic incident.  Law 

enforcement and domestic violence shelters are working out what practices they 

have left to ensure the safety of victims. 

Title:  WOMAN BURIED IN HER BACK YARD 

Broadcast Date:  7-17 

Duration:  1:42 

Description:   A Shelley man was arrested on charges of elder abuse and failure 

to report a death, after his grandmother was found buried in her back yard.  Court 

documents indicated she died five years ago after her grandson kicked her.  He 

kept the woman’s body in a closet for months before moving it to a shed and then 

to a duck pen.   Prosecutors indicate they are comfortable with the charges they 

brought. 

Title:   BLUE STABBING 

Broadcast Date:  6-24 

Duration:  1:00 

Description:  Police arrested a suspect for the weekend stabbing death of an 

Idaho Falls woman at her home. Police responded to the home and arrested the 

woman’s boyfriend. Investigation determined the woman had been stabbed while 

she slept, then partially buried in a garden.  Police assured the community they 

were safe, as investigation led to first-degree murder charges.  

Title:  DeORR KUNZ SEARCH 

Broadcast Date:  6-27 

Duration:  1:00 

Description:  A private investigator from North Carolina said he used his 

“cadaver” search dogs to comb a campground where DeOrr Kunz went missing 

four years ago.  He claimed his dogs “hit” on a dead body.  The Lemhi County 

Sheriff’s Office has now closed off a section of the area to conduct what the 

sheriff calls a routine search of the area.  The sheriff said there are no new 

verifiable breaks in the case and urged the public not to believe anything that 

didn’t come directly from his office. 
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