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Program Notes for Public File

Section I. Issues
 History and Politics
 International Issues
 Climate
 Human Rights
 Crime
 Politics
 Medicine/Health Issues

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2019 Q4 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Part 1: Air Date: 22 March 2020, Part 2: Airdate: 29 March 2020: After 40 years the 
economic doctrine of neoliberalism has reached a dead end. But not for everyone. The 500 richest 
people in the world, all of whom are billionaires, gained a combined $1.2 trillion in wealth in 2019. 
Advocates of neoliberalism preach a kind of economic fundamentalism, i.e., markets rule, tax cuts for 
the rich, deregulation, privatization and austerity. As Ganesh Sitaraman in The Nation magazine 
reports, “Neoliberal policies created gaping inequality, unleashing the economically powerful to 
reshape politics, markets, and society to serve their own interests. Neoliberalism’s radical 
individualism sapped society of community and solidarity, leaving people lonely and isolated, 
ultimately pushing us to retreat into tribal identities. We can now see,” Sitaraman concludes, “that its 
results were disastrous.” What needs to happen? It’s time for a new social contract.

Airdate: 15 March 2020: The coronavirus pandemic has sent waves of fear across the globe. It is a 
dangerous moment. We are benumbed by the dizzying statistics of new cases and the number of 
deaths popping up all over the world. What is it? It is a novel virus named for the crownlike spikes 
that protrude from its surface. It can infect both animals and people and can cause various illnesses 
and can be fatal. How contagious is it? Very. The top government infectious disease expert says 
“We’re at a critical point now. The worst is yet ahead for us.” It’s no time for happy talk. The deeper 
systemic societal health and economic problems are ignored. When the crisis subsides, we must 
examine those issues.



Airdate: 8 March 2020: The Declaration of Independence declared equality as an American ideal, 
but it took a century to even partially realize that goal. One of the key periods of U.S. history is 
Reconstruction. They were the years following the Civil War. The era began with promises of 
egalitarianism. The 13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the Constitution were revolutionary. They 
abolished slavery, guaranteed all persons due process and equal protection of the law, and gave black 
men the right to vote. In a few short years, those juridical gains were rolled back with Jim Crow and 
KKK terror. Today, the 14th Amendment which clearly states, “All persons born or naturalized in the 
United States are citizens of the United States,” is being contested. The Reconstruction amendments 
have been undermined and weakened. Voter suppression, mass incarceration, and prison slave labor 
are all features of the world’s oldest democracy.

Airdate: 1 March 2020: In 2018, the birth rate in the United States reached its lowest level in 
decades. This alarmed the patriarchal class that wants to control women’s bodies. Reproductive 
rights and access to abortion are under sustained political attack. Roe v. Wade is under threat. What 
role does misogyny play in gender relations? Feminist activists assert that declining birth rates 
represent a work slowdown, or strike, in the face of the poor conditions for those who do the work of 
bearing and raising children and the accompanying financial stress. The U.S. economy relies on the 
unpaid labor of millions of often overworked and exhausted women. What happens when they 
organize and say, “No More”? Unpaid work, particularly bearing and rearing children must be paid 
for. Jenny Brown says, “When it comes to compensating for the labor of having kids, the U.S. is truly 
at the bottom.”

Airdate: 23 February 2020: From hanging chads in Florida, to purged voter rolls in Ohio to the 
Iowa caucus debacle, democracy is in trouble.  The venerable system is in the ICU. There is still a 
pulse but the long term prognosis is not good. There are serious structural problems. Can anyone say 
electoral college or why elections are held on a workday? And then of course there is money. And the 
media. The experts sit around tables opining on who is surging and who is fading. It’s more like 
horseracing trying to handicap the steeds. Citizens. This is no time for apathy or complacency. Get 
off of your phone. Find kindred spirits. Get engaged in what is probably the most important election 
in U.S. history. Jim Hightower says, It’s a struggle between the powers that be and the powers that 
ought to be.

Part 1: Airdate: 8 February 2020, Part 2: Airdate: 16 February 2020: Rabbi Michael 
Lerner says many on the left are too quick to dismiss people who are religious. To reach people you 
disagree with, you can’t be condescending and arrogant. Is it possible to reach out to those who 
espouse views that are diametrically opposed to ours? How to do that? How can we navigate the 
treacherous currents that are running through our politics and by extension into our personal lives? 
What is the intersection of faith, politics and the left?

Airdate: 1 February 2020: The U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 is one of the great crimes in modern 
history. No one has been held to account. Hundreds of thousands of Iraqis have died, many more 
wounded and millions became refugees. Washington’s insane action unleashed a cascade of disasters 
across the Middle East from Syria to Libya and sparked the rise of jihadi groups. But Western 
intervention in the region has a long history. One can mention the 1916 Sykes-Picot agreement or the 



Balfour Declaration the following year and right down to the inheritor of European imperialism: the 
United States. Any country that says no to Washington’s diktats is threatened with “obliteration” as 
the current occupant of the White House warned Iran. The Empire’s subjects at home, the American 
people, are largely kept in the dark about what their country is doing abroad.

Airdate: 26 January 2020: One of the techniques of ruling class control is to isolate people from 
one another. “Look out for yourself,” is the constant drumbeat. We are reduced to self-centered 
consumers not engaged citizens. Saul Alinsky suggests a different path. In his Rules for Radicals he 
said, “Change comes from power, and power comes from organization. In order to act, people must 
get together.” And that is happening. Popular movements such as Black Lives Matter, #MeToo, 
Extinction Rebellion and Sunrise are shaking up the establishment. Finding kindred spirits and 
working collectively with allies not only has broader positive political consequences but helps to 
overcome negativity and feelings of loneliness and despair. You look in the mirror and you feel good 
about yourself. History has shown social movements can have a huge societal impact.

Airdate: 19 January 2020: What’s the matter with Iowa is what’s the matter with large portions 
of the U.S. economy: extreme poverty in the presence of extreme wealth. In 1962, Michael 
Harrington wrote about it in his book The Other America. That America has not gone away. 
President Johnson’s war on poverty was not won. It was abandoned in the battlefields of Indochina. 
Today, the United Way estimates almost one in four Iowans live in poverty. And depending on how it 
is defined, the number of poor people nationwide range from 50 to 140 million. Persistent poverty 
from coast to coast and growing homelessness are systemic problems. What must be done? Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr, in his historic Riverside Church speech said, “True compassion is more than 
flinging a coin to a beggar; it comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs 
restructuring.”

Airdate: 12 January 2020: Rape. From Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein to Wall Street 
financier Jeffrey Epstein to NFL star Antonio Brown, this ancient crime is in the news. The #MeToo 
movement has enabled many women to tell their stories for the first time. Who can forget Christine 
Blasey Ford’s testimony under oath at the Brett Kavanaugh hearings? Forever, women who have 
been raped have not been believed. That seems to be changing. In one case, which did attract some 
media attention, a California judge sentenced a Stanford University student found guilty of rape, for 
which the maximum sentence was 14 years, to six months. The student only served 3 months. An 
uproar ensued and the judge was recalled. The governor of the state signed a bill imposing 
mandatory minimum sentences in sexual assault cases. Much is to be done but the silence is broken. 
The conversations are happening.

Airdate: 5 January 2020: The current period could be dubbed The Age of Anger. To drive ratings 
up and along with them, ad revenue there’s nothing like rage. People go to their favorite media outlet 
as if it were comfort food. Where their views are validated and reinforced. And their anger finds a 
home. Argu-tainment is the order of the day and boy does it pay off. Corporate profits soar. Witness 
the comments of Leslie Moonves, former head of CBS, who cynically said, Donald Trump and his 
campaign “may not be good for America but it’s damn good for CBS. Man, who would have expected 



the ride we’re all having now? The money’s rolling in. I’ve never seen anything like this. Bring it on, 
Donald.”

Local Community Events: Local community announcements regarding events sponsored by regional 
entities are aired and are encouraged by management and discussed by on-air personalities. These 
include, but are not limited to:

 LECOM Events;
 Miscellaneous community events in the greater Sarasota, Florida area.1-4


