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Program Notes for Public File

Section I. Issues
 History and Politics
 International Issues
 Climate
 Human Rights
 Crime
 Politics
 Medicine/Health Issues

Section II. Responsive Programs

Alternative Radio 2020 Q4 Program Notes
All programs below have aired 0600 on the dates listed below and are 60 minutes in duration.

Air Date 27 December 2020: The ruling class, and there is such a thing, assiduously attends to 
its needs. That is to say, to maintain and expand its power and wealth. How does it do that? By 
manipulation, propaganda and political influence. It deploys divide and rule tactics to not only 
distract most people but goads them to turn on one another. The idea is to get people to look down 
and not up at those who are in control. So your class enemy is not gazillionaires such as Jeff Bezos or 
Mark Zuckerberg but it’s the poor guy down the street, out of work, who is behind in his rent, and his 
family doesn’t have enough food to eat. The boot is on his neck. How to get it off? Organize and 
resist.

Air Date: 20 December 2020: The decades-long one-sided Washington policy in favor of Israel 
reached new heights during the Trump regime. The peace process is a joke. The ever-expanding 
Jewish-only colonies, known euphemistically as settlements, have grown ever larger. The possibility 
of a sovereign, viable Palestinian state has dramatically receded. Yet, despite the occupation, the 
Palestinians practice, what is called in Arabic, al-sumud, steadfastness. They stay on the land and 
resist. What’s next?

Air Date: 13 December 2020: The ruling class, and there is such a thing, assiduously attends to 
its needs. That is to say, to maintain and expand its power and wealth. How does it do that? By 
manipulation, propaganda and political influence. It deploys divide and rule tactics to not only 
distract most people but goads them to turn on one another. The idea is to get people to look down 
and not up at those who are in control. So your class enemy is not gazillionaires such as Jeff Bezos or 



Mark Zuckerberg but it’s the poor guy down the street, out of work, who is behind in his rent, and his 
family doesn’t have enough food to eat. The boot is on his neck. How to get it off? Organize and 
resist.

Air Date: 6 December 2020: The history of the U.S. is one of settler colonialism. The state was 
established on the basis of white male supremacy, slavery, land theft and genocide. “From sea to 
shining sea” the Native nations were decimated and dispossessed. The survivors herded into 
concentration camps. The genocidal policy reached its peak under President Andrew Jackson. Its 
ruthlessness was best articulated by Army general Thomas Jesup, who, in 1836, wrote: “The country 
can be rid of them only by exterminating them.” Native people are still here. Today, there is growing 
support for their movements such as the campaign to abolish Columbus Day and replace it with 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The Dakota Access Pipeline resistance led by the Standing Rock Sioux was 
joined by many non-Native allies. The action, though unsuccessful, captured the imagination of 
people everywhere. The struggle for indigenous rights continues.

Air Date: 29 November 2020: Each September, as part of the So, You’re a Poet reading series, 
AR Director David Barsamian delivers a State of the World Address at one of his favorite haunts in 
Boulder – The Laughing Goat Coffee House. In this free ranging 55-minute talk, David time travels 
around the world and brings it all back home to the planetary cataclysm we face.

Air Date: 22 November 2020: Barsamian’s Annual State of the World Address has been a regular 
event hosted by Thom Peters and the So, You’re a Poet Reading Series.

Air Date: 15 November 2020: David Barsamian’s Annual State of the World Address has been a 
regular event hosted by Thom Peters and the So, You’re a Poet Reading Series since September 11, 
2001.

Air Date: 8 November 2020: The U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 is one of the great crimes in 
modern history. No one has been held to account. Hundreds of thousands of Iraqis have died, many 
more wounded and millions became refugees. Washington’s insane action unleashed a cascade of 
disasters across the Middle East from Syria to Libya and sparked the rise of jihadi groups. But 
Western intervention in the region has a long history. One can mention the 1916 Sykes-Picot 
agreement or the Balfour Declaration the following year and right down to the inheritor of European 
imperialism: the United States. Any country that says no to Washington’s diktats is threatened with 
“obliteration” as the current occupant of the White House warned Iran. The Empire’s subjects at 
home, the American people, are largely kept in the dark about what their country is doing abroad.

Air Date: 1 November 2020: This recording, recently discovered in the piles at AR, features the 
great radical historian talking with students at UNM. He is asked about getting past the culture of 
denial of the powerful. Drawing on his vast knowledge of history he says, “It always takes time and 
persistence. Every movement looks like it is hopeless in the beginning. It seems people have no 
power. But then people took risks. The most important thing we can do is not to hold back. Resist 
authority. The more people speak out it encourages others to do the same. The American system is 
controlled but it has little openings. We have to take advantage of those openings.” He tells the 



students about his friend and fellow WWII vet, Kurt Vonnegut and a letter the New York 
Times refused to print.

Air Date: 25 October 2020: As a political ideology, fascism developed in Mussolini’s Italy, a century 
ago. At its core, fascism conjures up a mythic past. There is nostalgia for a so-called purer time. Its 
advocates deploy a raw appeal to nationalism. Opponents are demonized. Politicians spew racist dog 
whistles. Minorities are scapegoated. Fascists use fear, one of the most powerful human emotions, to 
manipulate people. And there is always the implied threat and actual use of violence. The great radical 
historian Howard Zinn said, “You can’t be neutral on a moving train? Is this a moment where you want to 
be neutral? The train is moving. You have a choice.

Air Date: 18 October 2020: We are in “unchartered territory,” as the media incessantly remind us. We 
are on the eve of an election amidst a pandemic. The president has declared in advance that the election is 
a “hoax,” it is “rigged.” He would not even commit to saying he would honor the outcome. “We’ll see 
what happens,” he says. He knew early on how deadly the coronavirus was, telling Bob Woodward it’s a 
“killer“ and a “plague.” And yet in public continued with happy talk: “It’ll just go away…It’s 
fading…And we have it totally under control.” In addition to a colossal Covid-19 failure he has whipped 
some of his supporters into a frenzy. Vigilante groups, men with guns threaten to kidnap governors. 
Things are not just getting “curiouser and curiouser” as Alice would say but more and more dangerous.

Air Date: 11 October 2020: It’s axiomatic that political discourse in the U.S. is becoming more and 
more extreme. There’s even talk of a coup. In textbook coups, martial law is declared. The internet and 
phones go dead. The opposition is jailed or killed. This is how we think of authoritarian regimes 
beginning. Yet Steven Levitsky says, “Democracies may die at the hands not of generals but of elected 
leaders.” He lays out a four-part test for identifying authoritarian leaders: rejecting democratic 
institutions, denying the legitimacy of political opponents, tolerating or encouraging violence and 
curtailing civil liberties. He notes, “With the exception of Richard Nixon, no major-party presidential 
candidate met even one of these four criteria over the last century. Donald Trump met all of them.” If we 
are not careful polarization can kill democracy.

Air Date: 5 October 2020: India is often called the world’s largest democracy. Narendra Modi is 
the prime minister. He was elected in 2014 and again in 2019. Prior to becoming prime minister, he 
was chief minister of the state of Gujarat, where in 2002, a massacre of Muslims took place. Modi 
denied any involvement. But the State Department was not convinced and banned him from 
traveling to the U.S. He is a longtime member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh or the RSS. “Its 
founding ideologues,” Arundhati Roy, says, “were greatly influenced by European fascism-they 
openly praised Hitler and Mussolini.” The RSS expounds the doctrine of Hindutwa, Hindu 
nationalism and is the parent organization of India’s ruling party, the Bharatiya Janata Party, the 
BJP. The BJP, under Modi, has openly embraced Hindutwa and has demonized Muslims and 
immigrants. His army continues the decades-long occupation of Kashmir.



Health Matters

A series of interviews with medical professionals on miscellaneous healthcare topics.  The programs are 
in approx. 20 minutes segments and air from 7AM to 9AM Sunday.

Air Date - 10-11-20 -

1. Dr. Pat Leary - Sports Medicine
2. Dr. Lori Dulabon - Urology
3. Dr. Joshua Tuck - Orthopedic Medicine
4. Jackie Carlson - Diabetes and Nutrition
5. Dr. Christopher Rial - Sports Medicine
6. Dr. Ryan Viviano - Gastroenterology/colon health

Air Date - 10-18-20 -

1. Jackie Carlson - Diabetes and Nutrition
2. Dr. Ryan Viviano - Gastroenterology/colon health
3. Dr. Christopher Rial - Sports Medicine
4. Dr. Pat Leary - Sports Medicine
5. Dr. Joshua Tuck - Orthopedic Medicine
6. Dr. Lori Dulabon – Urology

Air Date: 11-01-2020

 Dr. James Lin - Geriatrics/Successful Aging Center
 Dr. Gianpiero Martone - Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
 Dr. Brian Viviano - Gastroenterology/Colon Health
 Dr. Marcus Babiak - LECOM Pharmacy Director
 Dr. Danielle Hansen - Geriatrics/Internal Medicine
 Dr. Pat Leary - Sports Medicine

Air Date: 1-08-2020

 Dr. Danielle Hansen - Geriatrics/Internal Medicine
 Dr. Marcus Babiak - LECOM Pharmacy Director
 Dr. Pat Leary - Sports Medicine
 Dr. Meghan McCarthy - Psychiatry
 Jackie Carlson - Diabetes and Nutrition
 Gianpiero Martone - Child and Adolescent Psychiatry



Air Date: 1-15-2020

 Jackie Carlson - Diabetes and Nutrition
 Dr. James Lin - Successful Aging
 Gianpiero Martone - Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
 Dr. Monica Murillo - Infectious Disease
 Dr. Lori Dulabon - Urology
 Dr. Meghan McCarthy - Psychiatry

Local Community Events: Local community announcements regarding events sponsored by regional 
entities are aired and are encouraged by management and discussed by on-air personalities. These 
include, but are not limited to:

 LECOM Events;
 Miscellaneous community events in the greater Sarasota, Florida area.1-4


