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Arts/Culture:

Agriculture:

People who live near hog farms in eastern North Carolina are 
more likely to get sick with gastrointestinal illnesses compared 
to those who don't. 
That's according to a study released earlier this year from 
researchers at U-N-C Chapel Hill. 
Researchers looked at emergency department visits for 
gastrointestinal illnesses based on zip codes. These illnesses 
include diarrhea, vomiting and nausea. 
Lead researcher Arbor Quist says several health and equity 
issues are associated with hog farms. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/28/2022

Crime/Law Enforcement:

Five people are dead after a mass shooting in northeast Raleigh. 
An individual described by police only as a white male juvenile 
reportedly shot and killed several people on or near the Neuse 
River Greenway Trail... before police contained him in a 
building several miles away and arrested him around 9 o’clock 
last night. Dave DeWitt reports.
FEATURE, ME, 10/14/2022

The alleged shooter who killed five people and wounded two 
others in Raleigh last week has been identified by sources as 
Austin Thompson. He is a 15-year-old whose victims included his 
older brother. Despite Thompson's status as a juvenile, Wake 
County District Attorney Lorrin Freeman plans to move the teen's 
case to superior court. Rusty Jacobs reports.
FEATURE, ME, 10/17/2022

Advocates against the death penalty are calling on Governor Roy 
Cooper to commute the sentences of inmates on death row in North 
Carolina. Sharryse Piggott has more on a march planned for 
Saturday.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/08/2022
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Drag artists who were performing in Moore County when two 
electric substations were attacked say they have no doubt their 
show was targeted.  Organizers of Drag Story Hour were hosting a 
performance in Southern Pines last weekend when someone shot up 
the substations, leaving the theater and most of the county 
without power.
In a press conference Thursday, drag artist Naomi Dix says she 
was threatened by right-wing extremists in the days before the 
show, and sees the power outage as part of a pattern of violence 
against L-G-B-T-Q people.
FEATURE, ME, 12/09/2022

A professor at U-N-C-Wilmington was awarded an about 380-
thousand dollar national grant to study binge drinking in local 
youth. 
Doctor Kate Nooner, who chairs the university's psychology 
department, has studied binge drinking before. The National 
Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism awarded her the grant 
to expand on that research. 
She says that research on binge drinking is important to prevent 
fallout like sexual assault, blackouts and more.
FEATURE, ME, 12/09/2022

Lax oversight is creating dangerous conditions in county jails. 
That's according to a new report from Disability Rights N-C. 
Bradley George has details. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/09/2022

Many universities are holding winter graduation ceremonies this 
weekend.
North Carolina Central University graduate Tyler Fisher says it 
was surreal to go to his commencement rehearsal this morning 
[Friday] and prepare for the ceremony tomorrow [Saturday].
FEATURE, ME, 12/09/2022

State Attorney General Josh Stein has announced a nationwide 
settlement of nearly 11-billion dollars with C-V-S and Walgreens 
over their alleged roles in the opioid crisis.  Stein is one of 
18 state attorneys general who helped negotiate the terms.  He 
claims C-V-S and Walgreens failed to properly oversee their 
prescriptions and inundated patients with addictive painkillers.
FEATURE, ME, 12/12/2022
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Local leaders are beginning to see the arrival of money from the 
national settlement reached with several companies over the 
opioid epidemic, and are looking into ways to use the funds. Sam 
Bermas-Dawes has more.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/20/2022

The Columbus County Sheriff’s office is still paying the price 
for racist comments made by its sheriff.
Leoneda Inge reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/22/2022

Economy:

The city of Rocky Mount is developing its downtown district to 
become a walkable community by adding restaurants and 
businesses. Kevin Harris, the city’s downtown development 
manager, says they also want to add new housing units. He adds 
historically, there's no public knowledge of people living in 
the downtown area but they are focused on getting people there 
now.  
FEATURE, ATC, 12/07/2022

VinFast has filed to become a publicly-traded company in the 
United States. Bradley George reports that the Vietnamese 
electric vehicle company is looking to finance its factory in 
Chatham County. 
FEATURE, ATC, 12/07/2022

Advocates against the death penalty are calling on Governor Roy 
Cooper to commute the sentences of inmates on death row in North 
Carolina. Sharryse Piggott has more on a march planned for 
Saturday.
The North Carolina Coalition for Alternatives to the Death 
Penalty organized the march.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/08/2022
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Tourism officials say businesses in Moore County may have lost 
between 3 and 5-million dollars after they were without power 
for several days this week due to the substation attacks.
The outage, which began Saturday night, left nearly all of Moore 
County without electricity.
The county sheriff’s investigation into the attacks - assisted 
by state officials and the F-B-I - is ongoing.
Phil Werz [WURSE] is the President of the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau for the Pinehurst, Southern Pines, Aberdeen 
Area. He says the outage came at a crucial time for local small 
businesses.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/09/2022

With inflation on the minds of many this holiday season, 
charitable organizations like the Salvation Army are feeling the 
pinch. WFDD’s David Ford reports. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/13/2022

Durham Technical Community College has opened a Research 
Triangle Park campus that will focus on customized industry 
training. It’s called the Center for Workforce Engagement. 
Durham Tech’s Jerry Jones says the new center will serve the 
College's industry partners in R-T-P. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/19/2022

Durham Technical Community College has launched a new campus 
location through a partnership with the Research Triangle 
Foundation.  The Center for Workforce Engagement will focus on 
customized industry training in Research Triangle Park.  Durham 
Tech's Jerry Jones says the campus will allow the school to work 
with industry partners more closely. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/19/2022

Tito's vodka continues to be the most popular liquor brand in 
North Carolina. Jason deBruyn reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/28/2022

Education:

TEACHING ABORTION IN MED SCHOOL
The recent change to abortion laws means providers will have far 
fewer opportunities to learn the procedure. It's created a 
crisis for the training of OB-GYNs.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/06/2022



WUNC News 4th Quarter 2022
Features and Interviews October -December 2022

On Monday, the U-S Supreme Court will hear a case challenging 
affirmative action at U-N-C Chapel Hill. The group suing the 
university argues its consideration of race in admissions 
disadvantages white and Asian American applicants.
The outcome could have far-reaching consequences for college 
admissions across the country.
At UNC-Chapel Hill, a new student group has formed to show 
support -for- affirmative action. And, as Liz Schlemmer reports, 
it's led by Asian American students.
FEATURE, ME, 10/28/2022

The latest information from the C-D-C shows the mental health of 
North Carolina's K-through-12 students continues to get worse.  
The C-D-C recently released its student risk survey for 20-21, 
which marks the first time these responses were collected during 
the pandemic.  Less than 50 percent of students reported feeling 
good about themselves, which is down from about 60 percent in 
20-19. 
Kella Hatcher is the executive director of the North Carolina 
Child Fatality Task Force.  She says the numbers show the 
immediate need for more nurses and counselors in schools.
FEATURE, ME, 12/14/2022

Fayetteville State University is launching a program that will 
certify nurses to help sexual assault victims. Sharryse Piggott 
reports. 
F-S-U is the first H-B-C-U in the country to offer the Sexual 
Assault Nurse Examiner program through its nursing school. 
The University’s Chancellor Darrell Allison says nurses who do 
this kind of work will receive special training in medical care 
and legal aspects.
FEATURE, ME, 12/15/2022

Many North Carolina schools are still dealing with an acute bus 
driver shortage, months into the school year. Liz Schlemmer has 
more on the ways families and schools have been dealing with it.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/15/2022

Guilford County Schools is taking steps to reduce school lunch 
debt. After federal waivers expired this summer, students have 
amassed more than 100-thousand dollars in unpaid charges. W-F-D-
D’s Amy Diaz reports. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/19/2022
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Environment:

CALIFORNIA WATER CUTS
California is going to take 9% less water from the Colorado 
River at the request of the federal government, to keep Lake 
Mead from falling below the level necessary to generate 
hydropower.]
FEATURE, ATC, 10/06/2022

Volunteers throughout North Carolina are participating in one of 
the largest conservation efforts for birds. Sharryse Piggott has 
more on the 123rd Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/27/2022

Greensboro/Triad:

Quilla is a Greensboro based electronic music producer and 
songwriter. She’s also the composer of the theme song for WUNC’s 
podcast CREEP. For the show, she recently shared more about her 
creative process and what goes into composing a song about 
invasive species.
FEATURE, ME, 10/18/2022

Health:

The pandemic has hurt our mental health. The C-D-C reports a 
significant rise in the number of people reporting symptoms of 
anxiety and depression nationwide, but COVID-19's effects on 
mental health are perhaps most profound in young people. 
Psychiatrists in North Carolina agree the youth mental health 
crisis is the latest wave of the pandemic. Will Michaels 
reports.
If you, your child, or anyone you know is experiencing a mental 
health crisis, dial 9-8-8 for the national Suicide and Crisis 
Lifeline. 
FEATURE. ME. 10/27/2022

Virtual doctor visits became mainstream during the pandemic. 
Seeing a doctor from the comfort of home can help many 
patients…. But for North Carolinians without reliable internet 
service, barriers remain. Jason deBruyn tells us how that’s 
particularly challenging for rural residents.
FEATURE, ME, 11/14/2022
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A new report from the C-D-C shows North Carolina's K-through-12 
students continued to experience worse mental health issues 
during the pandemic.  The state Department of Public Instruction 
presented the latest data from the nationwide student risk 
survey to the North Carolina Child Fatality Task Force this 
week.  It shows that in 20-21, less than 50 percent of students 
reported feeling good about themselves.  That's down from about 
60 percent in 20-19.
Ellen Essick leads the N-C Healthy Schools Section at the state 
Department of Public Instruction.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/13/2022

North Carolina enacted a law early in the coronavirus pandemic 
that gave medical providers near-absolute immunity from civil 
liability. Now, the nation's largest for-profit health care 
system could use that law to quash a medical malpractice claim 
that has nothing to do with COVID. Some legislators say they 
want to revisit the law. Smoky Mountain News Politics Editor 
Cory Vaillancourt [VAL-uhn-cort] reports for WUNC. 
FEATURE, ME, 11/16/2022

Triangle area hospitals are facing yet another challenge this 
winter with three respiratory viruses making the rounds - the 
flu, RSV and COVID 
One of the biggest concerns is keeping healthcare workers safe 
enough to care for patients. 
Tom Ivester [ee-vester] is the chief medical officer at the U-N-
C Medical Center in Chapel Hill. He says staff are required to 
wear masks, wash their hands often and stay home from work if 
they feel any symptoms. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/13/2022

Wake County has opened White Flag warming shelters this week to 
help keep people safe during the freezing temperatures.
And,the shelters in Raleigh are in need of volunteers and 
donations. Vance Haywood is the director for the White Flag 
shelters. He says non-shelter staff can volunteer in many ways. 
FEATURE, ATC, 12/20/2022

Cases of the respiratory virus R-S-V have surged around the 
world. Drugmaker Pfizer is developing a vaccine and producing an 
antiviral drug from a Durham-based company. Bradley George 
reports. 
FEATURE, ATC, 12/27/2022
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Military:

The Army Corps of Engineers is probably best known for its work 
on waterways. Think locks, dams, and levees. But those projects 
also unearth many historical artifacts the Corps must document 
and maintain.
In some cities, the Corps is pairing that archeological work 
with job training for veterans.  
From St. Louis, Eric Schmid reports for WUNC's American 
Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/07/2022

The Defense Department is moving forward with plans to eliminate 
Confederate names from bases and other things in the military. A 
commission created by Congress identified nine bases and more 
than 11-hundred items like streets, buildings, and monuments 
that will be renamed or removed.
But it's not clear whether that will include an unusual display 
at West Point military academy - a bronze depiction of a hooded 
member of the Ku Klux Klan.
Desiree D'iorio [Dee OREO] reports for WUNC's American Homefront 
Project.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/19/2022

The Air Force is revamping the way it trains pilots so they can 
better respond to unexpected situations. The change comes at a 
time when the U.S. faces challenges to its air superiority from 
countries like China and Russia. 
Carson Frame reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project. 
FEATURE, ATC, 10/26/2022

Voting for members of the military is much more complicated than 
for civilians, especially if they're stationed overseas or in a 
combat zone. 
This year’s midterm elections come ten years after Congress 
passed new laws and some states adopted more technology to make 
the process easier. 
But as Jonathan Ahl reports for WUNC's American Homefront 
Project, the rules are not consistent from state to state.
FEATURE, ME, 11/03/2022
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The USO - that iconic support organization for service members 
and their families - has quietly been closing dozens of airport 
lounges and on-base hospitality centers. But it's also opening 
others, including some in the military’s most remote locations.
Jay Price reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ME, 11/15/2022

The U-S Department of Education is asking local school systems 
to better meet the needs of military children with disabilities. 
When service members move from base to base, they sometimes find 
it takes too long for their child's new school to begin 
providing special education.
From San Antonio, Carson Frame reports for WUNC's American 
Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ATC, 11/29/2022

The Pentagon is finishing a review of its policies regarding 
suicide. Though the number of military suicides declined 
slightly last year, it remains a major problem, and the armed 
services are trying to address it in new ways.
From San Diego, Steve Walsh reports for WUNC's American 
Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ME, 12/09/2022

Fort Bragg has nearly a billion and a half dollars in deferred 
maintenance, and the Congressional Budget Office says it would 
take billions more to modernize its buildings for its current 
needs.
Jay Price reports.
FEATURE, ME, 12/21/2022

The National Guard came up about nine-thousand troops short of 
its recruiting goal this year. That's led Guard leaders - both 
at the state and federal level - to try new ways to persuade 
people to join. 
From Long Island, Desiree D'Iorio [Dee OREO] reports for WUNC's 
American Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/21/2022

Politics/Government:

Vice President Harris has held meeting after meeting on abortion 
rights since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. NPR sat 
in a recent session to find out more about her role on this 
issue. Deepa Shivaram reports. 
FEATURE, ATC, 10/07/2022
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NPR's Juana Summers speaks to Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., about 
President Biden's executive action to pardon people convicted of 
simple marijuana possession under federal law.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/07/2022

Major party candidates for North Carolina’s open seat squared 
off Friday night in  a Raleigh cable television studio in what 
could be their only debate.
WUNC’s Jay Price reports.
FEATURE, ME, 10/10/2022

Wake County voters will consider a few bonds in the upcoming 
election, including one for Wake Technical Community College. 
Jason deBruyn reports.
FEATURE, ME, 10/11/2022

Raleigh voters will consider three bonds in the upcoming 
election, including one for parks and greenways across the city. 
Jason deBruyn reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/12/2022 

The Biden administration is changing how it processes visa 
applications for people from Afghanistan. Tens of thousands of 
Afghans are trying to get permanent residence in the U.S. Many 
assisted American troops during the war. Some have been waiting 
years for the State Department to approve their applications. 
Desiree Diorio reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/14/2022

Wake County voters will consider bonds in the upcoming election, 
including one for public schools. Jason deBruyn reports.
FEATURE, ME, 10/18/2022

This year's midterm elections in North Carolina feature a high-
profile race for U-S senate. But that's not the only statewide 
contest on the ballot. Voters also will determine the outcome of 
six judicial races with major implications for everything from 
future elections to reproductive rights in the state. Rusty 
Jacobs reports.
FEATURE, ME, 10/19/2022
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North Carolina voters are casting ballots in person at one-stop 
sites across the state. As Rusty Jacobs reports, while 
registered Republicans and Democrats differ sharply on what the 
most important issues are this midterm election season, 
unaffiliated voters might hold the key to victory in this 
battleground state.
FEATURE,ME, 10/26/2022

Election day is 4 days away... This week, on the WUNC Politics 
Podcast, host Jeff Tiberii spoke with a number of close 
observers of state politics about what they’re watching most 
closely, and expectations once the polls close... Here's what 
they had to say.... 
FEATURE,ME, 11/04/2022

Today is Election Day. By 7-30 tonight, more than 3 million 
people will have cast a ballot across North Carolina. Many will 
do so today, while others will have voted early in-person or by 
mail. 
Along with the variety of ways votes are collected in North 
Carolina, there are specific, painstaking administrative steps 
for counting and reporting those votes. And it's a lack of 
understanding about this process that can often lead to 
misinformation and skepticism about election results. 
WUNC's Rusty Jacobs sat down with Chris Cooper, a Professor of 
Political Science and Director of the Public Policy Institute at 
Western Carolina University. They discussed North Carolina's 
election process, starting with changes in how most of the 
state's registered voters choose to cast their ballots.
FEATURE, ME, 11/08/2022

A week from today [NOVEMBER 29TH] the State Board of Elections 
will meet to certify the results of this year's midterms. WUNC's 
Rusty Jacobs filed this report on the painstaking process that 
precedes certification.
FEATURE, ME, 11/22/2022

Duke Energy says it hopes to restore power to most of Moore 
County by tonight. 
Governor Roy Cooper has said the intentional gunfire that badly 
damaged the substations should lead to a review of how to better 
protect electrical infrastructure.
N-C State electrical engineering professor Leonard White told W-
U-N-C that might focus on physical security like video cameras, 
as there are usually robust cyber-security measures. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/07/2022
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Zacques [ZACK] Gray won a runoff election this week for a Nash 
County public school district. The former social studies teacher 
had filled the District 8 seat since May when his predecessor 
resigned after moving. Gray prevailed in the runoff over Kathy 
Hawk, the runner-up in November's non-partisan contest, when 
neither candidate won more than 50 percent of the votes. Gray 
says he wants to make sure raising test scores, hiring qualified 
staff and taking steps to improve the overall atmosphere are top 
priorities for what is considered to be a low-performing 
district.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/08/2022

A Nash County public school district filled its final seat on 
the local Board of Education this week. Former social studies 
teacher Zacques [ZACK] Gray won the District 8 seat by a wide 
margin--61 percent--over Kathy Hawk in Tuesday's runoff 
election. Hawk was the runner up in November's non-partisan 
contest when neither she nor Gray garnered more than 50 percent 
of the votes. Gray, a graduate of Rocky Mount Senior High 
School, is a product of the Nash County public school system and 
taught for 12 years at a middle school in the area. He [said] 
says he wants to provide safe working environments for students 
and staff and prioritize improving test scores.
FEATURE, ME, 12/09/2022

North Carolina Congressman Patrick McHenry says the Biden 
Administration needs to step up regulation of cryptocurrency 
trading. McHenry took part in a hearing yesterday [Tuesday] on 
the collapse of crypto exchange F-T-X. Bradley George reports. 
McHenry, a Republican from Catawba County, will become chairman 
of the House Financial Services Committee next month when the G-
O-P takes control of the House.
FEATURE, ME, 12/14/2022

North Carolina Congressman Patrick McHenry says the Biden 
Administration needs to step up regulation of cryptocurrency 
trading. McHenry took part in a hearing yesterday [Tuesday] on 
the collapse of crypto exchange F-T-X. Bradley George reports. 
FEATURE, ATC, 12/14/2022
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The R-D-U Airport Authority board has agreed to lease 150 acres 
to Wake County for hiking and biking trails.  The agreement - 
worth about 900-thousand dollars a year - allows the county to 
lease the land adjacent to Umstead State Park for 10 years, with 
options to renew it up to 40 years.  
It's next to a separate plot of land the airport has leased to 
Wake Stone Corporation, which is battling environmental 
advocates over plans to build a quarry there.  
But R-D-U authority board member Dickie Thompson said Wake Stone 
has agreed to pay about a third of the county's annual lease for 
the recreational land. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/15/2022

The state Supreme Court has issued rulings in cases on voter I-D 
and partisan gerrymandering.  Will Michaels reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/16/2022

Two Surry County Republicans with disparaging views about state 
elections administration could get removed from their local 
elections board following a complaint by voting rights groups. 
Rusty Jacobs reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/20/2022

U-S Senator Thom Tillis says he will continue to work to get the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina federally recognized.
While it's a bipartisan effort, legislation to grant the tribe 
federal recognition has failed for years.
Tillis recently spoke about it on the Senate floor, before 
another attempt failed in that chamber.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/21/2022

The city of Fayetteville has announced its new police chief. 
Kem Braden will start his new responsibilities in mid-January. 
Braden started as a police officer in Fayetteville in 1996,and 
became assistant chief in May of this year.
At a press conference this morning, Braden said he's grateful 
for the opportunity, and looks forward to working with leaders 
across the city and police department. 
FEATURE, ATC, 12/28/2022

The North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles is increasing 
hiring to cut down on wait times at local offices. W-F-D-D’s 
April Laissle [LEZ-lee] reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/28/2022
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The Pentagon is constructing a 1.75 billion dollar building in 
St. Louis for the National Geo-spatial Intelligence Agency. 
That's a little-known part of the government that deals with an 
increasingly important aspect of modern warfare - analyzing maps 
and satellite images. 
Eric Schmid of WUNC's American Homefront Project visited the 
building site.
FEATURE, ME, 12/28/2022

Race/Diversity:

U-N-C Chapel Hill dedicated a memorial yesterday [Monday] to a 
young Black man killed on campus in 1970. Liz Schlemmer reports.
FEATURE, ME, 11/22/2022

Fayetteville State University’s School of Nursing has launched a 
program that provides training for nurses to treat patients 
affected by sexual assault. 
Nurses who complete the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner - or SANE 
- program will earn a certificate. Currently, there are around 
100 SANE certified nurses in the state, serving young adults and 
children. 
Sheila Cannon is an Associate Dean at Fayetteville State 
University's School of Nursing.
FEATURE, ME, 12/12/2022

The Durham Public School board has unanimously passed a policy 
designed to support L-G-B-T-Q students.  The measures include 
more training for teachers and staff about how to prevent 
harassment and bullying, and gender identity affirming practices 
like addressing students by their preferred pronouns.
Dozens of people spoke at the board's most recent meeting, 
including Dylan Evans, a student at the School for Creative 
Studies.
FEATURE, ME, 12/14/2022

A non-profit is working to preserve about an acre of land near 
Hillsborough that's believed to hold the remains of dozens of 
enslaved Black people.  Beverly Scarlett of the organization 
Indigenous Memories says she first toured the cemetery earlier 
this year, but it was donated to her non-profit last week.
Scarlett says Indigenous Memories is also working to protect at 
least two other burial grounds nearby that are are believed to 
have the remains of Native Americans, Black people and people of 
mixed race.
FEATURE, ME, 12/20/2022
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Science/Technology:

Lithium is vital to the production of electric vehicle 
batteries. A proposed mine in North Carolina has political 
support, but neighbors are fighting back. WFAE reporter David 
Boraks has more. 
FEATURE, ATC, 11/07/2022

Boom Supersonic, the aviation startup that intends to 
manufacture planes at Piedmont Triad International Airport, has 
lined up a group of design contractors for its supersonic jet. 
The move comes following the pull out of its originally intended 
manufacturer Rolls Royce. WFDD’s David Ford was at PTI for the 
announcement and has this report. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/14/2022 

Sports:

It costs about 25 bucks to buy a major league baseball...
THE TAXMAN COMETH BASEBALL EDITION -- NPR's Juana Summers talks 
with Bloomberg correspondent Michael Bologna about the 
increasing number of fans catching record-breaking baseballs and 
the taxes that come with catching a piece of history.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/10/2022

Transportation: 

REALLY INTO CYCLING -- Cycling helps one NPR reporter make sense 
of the world, and also keeps his legs in good working order, 
particularly after a knee surgery he had as a child. 
FEATURE, ATC, 10/10/2022

Triangle area schools are continuing to deal with an acute bus 
driver shortage.
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools has had to cancel some bus 
routes due to a lack of drivers eight days this semester, 
including several times this week. 
Andy Jenks is spokesman for the district.
FEATURE, ME, 12/15/2022
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Raleigh officials hope a new tool on the city website will lead 
to construction of more affordable housing. 
11 pre-approved plans for accessory dwelling units are available 
for purchase.
A-D-Us are sometimes called granny flats or garage apartments. 
They're usually small free-standing structures built alongside 
existing homes.
Pat Young is Raleigh's director of planning and development. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/15/2022

Weather:

The state Office of Recovery and Resiliency says it's improving 
its response time to help victims of hurricane damage.  Governor 
Roy Cooper created the office after Hurricane Florence in 20-18.  
Its leader, Laura Hogshead, gave an update to a joint committee 
of the legislature today [Weds].  Republican state lawmakers 
heatedly criticized her for not getting storm victims back into 
their homes quickly enough, citing fewer than 900 cases that 
have been completed out of more than 4-thousand.  Hogshead told 
the committee there was often a bottleneck in the process when 
trying to hire general contractors, especially during the 
pandemic.
FEATURE, ATC,12/14/2022

An arctic cold front is expected to sweep through central North 
Carolina tomorrow [Friday], with temperatures in some areas 
reaching the single digits.
Jonathan Blaes [Blaze] is a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service in Raleigh. He says there will also be wind 
chills as low as minus-10 degrees, at times.
FEATURE, ME, 12/22/2022

Other:

This was supposed to be story about Kenya GMO, but instead The 
World sent us this...
FEATURE, ATC, 10/07/2022

State treasurer Dale Folwell is joining his Republican 
colleagues in other states who are taking aim at Black Rock. The 
Wall Street firm manages about 14 billion dollars for North 
Carolina's pension funds. Bradley George reports. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/13/2022



WUNC News 4th Quarter 2022
Features and Interviews October -December 2022

After months of delays, Durham's ShotSpotter system will go live 
tomorrow [Thursday]. 
The technology uses microphones to detect possible gunfire in 
east and southeast Durham. 
In a YouTube video, Lieutenant Q [kew] Tait [tate] explains how 
officers will respond to ShotSpotter alerts. 
FEATURE, ATC, 12/14/2022

The state will partner with U-N-C Health to increase high-level 
mental health services for young people in crisis.
An alcohol and drug abuse treatment center in Butner will be 
converted into a psychiatric hospital for children and 
teenagers.
North Carolina health secretary Cody Kinsley says these hospital 
level services are badly needed. It takes three months on 
average for a patient to see a provider in an outpatient 
setting. Without getting proper care, it leads to more people 
experiencing a crisis, says Kinsley.
"On any given day, there are over 250 people waiting for 
behavioral health services in emergency departments across the 
state. Tragically on average, 50 of these individuals are 
children."
FEATURE, ME, 12/14/2022

Two Republicans in Surry County could get removed from the local 
elections board for disparaging the results of the 2022 
midterms. Rusty Jacobs reports.
FEATURE, ME, 12/19/2022

The maker of the popular video game Fortnite will increase 
safety tools to protect kids and teens from online harassment. 
Jason deBruyn has more.
FEATURE, ME, 12/20/2022

The community of Burlington is celebrating the grand-reopening 
of the city’s historic Dentzel [rhymes with pencil] Carousel 
today [Thursday]. The Dentzel [rhymes with pencil] Carousel’s 
three-year restoration project was completed and signed off on 
by the state earlier this month. It's been around for more than 
70 years. Morgan Lasater [Lass-uh-ter] with the city of 
Burlington says the Dentzel [rhymes with pencil] Carousel is 
special and there's a nostalgia about it for residents. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/22/2022
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Make-A-Wish Eastern North Carolina is planning to increase the 
number of critically ill children it grants wishes to next year.
Before the pandemic, the organization was able to grant 200 
wishes a year, from bedroom makeovers to trips to Disney World. 
But the pandemic has created a backlog, with some 500 kids 
waiting for their wishes to be granted.
Max Vilardo [vee-lar-doe] of Youngsville is nine-years-old. He 
was able to get his wish, travelling to Disney World in January 
2020.
FEATURE, ATC, 12/27/2022

Cats are euthanized at high rates in North Carolina animal 
shelters, according to a report released by the state department 
of agriculture. At some facilities, that rate is over 90-
percent. 
But,Heather Overton with the state Department of Agriculture 
says the statistics don’t tell the whole story. 
FEATURE, ME, 12/28/2022


