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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD OCTOBER 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 

2017 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2017 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25; 8:55AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Sunday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday   10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday     9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of news, 

weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this report range 

from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events of the 

nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  

These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and feature 

reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to 

four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 

This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented reports 

in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to twelve minutes 

long. 



 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2017 – Q4 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Healthy Lifestyles 

2. Transportation 

3. Politics 

4. Agricultural Economy 

5. Charity 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES:   

KEYC News 12 is partnering with other community members for an initiative known as Thrive: 

Eat, Move, Sleep.  Two times per week, viewers learn about nutritional benefits of certain 

foods, better ways to get exercise or avoid injury during exercise, and attaining better sleep by 

making small changes in daily habits.  The segments air on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s during 

KEYC News 12 at 5:00 and 10:00. 

KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Midday, 

5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 

As the month of October began, KEYC News 12 began discussing with local health providers and 

experts as open enrollment began for health insurance and that discussion also included health 

insurance at the national level, as discussion continued in congress on making changes to the 

Affordable Care Act, commonly known as Obamacare.   

On October 16, Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton signed a federal waiver that approves a new 

state program to lower health insurance premiums. 



Also on the 16th, The Minnesota River Agency on Aging held a town hall meeting for members 

of the “baby boom” to discuss health services they would like to see in the future, as they 

continue to age.  

The local chapter of the United Way held a Poverty Simulation on October 17th.  KEYC News 12 

was there to help raise consciousness of poverty and to help end any stigma surrounding those 

needing assistance. 

Also in the month of October, KEYC News 12 showcased a domestic violence awareness 

program that is a partnership between local law enforcement and Minnesota State University.  

The program aims to raise awareness for domestic and intimate partner violence, creates a 

place for victims to heal and works to end domestic violence. 

Another national topic that had connections on the local level was sexual harassment, as 

member in Hollywood, the media and the government faced allegations of inappropriate 

conduct.  One movement that was at the forefront was the #MeToo hashtag on social media.  

On October 19, KEYC News 12 spoke with local organizations The Youth Outreach and CADA 

House that are showing support of the #MeToo movement and it’s empowerment of victims.   

The fall also brings cold and flu season.  KEYC News 12 showcased weekly updates from the 

Minnesota Department of Health on the number of cases of influenza in the state and as the 

season wore on, the number of cases and hospitalizations continued to grow. 

As open enrollment for health insurance continued through the month of November, KEYC 

News 12 gave weekly updates on MnSure, the Minnesota Health Insurance exchange created 

with the Affordable Care Act.  KEYC News 12 also checked in the Open Door Health clinic, which 

has MnSure Navigators on staff to help community members choose and enroll in a health plan. 

On November 9, KEYC News 12 check in on Wellcome Manor, a family shelter for women 

struggling with drug and alcohol addiction.  The shelter has been open in the community of 

Garden City for 10 years and has served more than 1,300 women. 

One local non-profit was created to help those fighting cancer.  On November 11, they began a 

new program to continue their mission.  They are giving out caring boxes, which continue 

personal care items and information that a patient fighting cancer can use.  The non-profit was 

started by the local chamber of commerce and economic development president who himself is 

a cancer patient.   

Throughout the month of November, KEYC News 12 also participated in the “No Shave 

November” movement to raise awareness of prostate and testicular cancer.  KEYC News 12 

aired promotional spots with male members of the news staff as well as community members, 



offering health tips and inviting them to community events that were geared toward raising 

awareness.  

In November, the American Heart Association changed the guidelines that define hypertension.  

KEYC News 12 spoke with a local doctor about the changes and ways patients can lower their 

blood pressure. 

As Thanksgiving approached, KEYC News 12 spoke with Mankato Vegan, a local group that is 

helping local restaurants add vegan options to their menus.  The story showed viewers ways 

they can incorporate vegan options into their Thanksgiving meal for themselves and their 

guests. 

Holiday stress can get to just about anyone.  On November 27, KEYC News 12 spoke with a local 

psychologist on ways to lower your stress level in order to enjoy the season. 

November was a relatively mild month.  KEYC News 12 spoke with a local doctor about the 

prolonged fall allergy season and ways allergy sufferers can feel relief.   

One local school district eliminated nuts and nut products from their elementary and middle 

schools.  On December 1, the Owatonna school district made the change in an effort to keep all 

students safe.  The district said there are nearly 70 students with a nut allergy of some form. 

Rural hospitals and clinics are important to the many small communities in southern Minnesota 

and northern Iowa that they serve.  One local hospital installed a new piece of equipment.  On 

December 4, KEYC News 12 showed how digital mammography is a benefit to patients at the 

Madelia Community Hospital.  The new machine reduces radiation doses, has better image 

clarity and reduces unnecessary biopsies. 

Mayo Clinic Health System in Mankato launched a $65 million expansion of their surgical ward.  

On December 6, KEYC News 12 showed viewers what the new space will look like and how new 

space will modernize parts of the hospital that were built in the middle 1970s.  The project is 

geared to help to fully integrate the Mankato hospital with Mayo’s headquarters in Rochester, 

Minnesota. 

Officials with Minnesota’s Department of Health said 2017 has brought an increase in the 

number of cases of Chickenpox.  On December 14, KEYC News 12 spoke with the health 

department on the importance of vaccination and looked at the number of cases in the local 

area. 

This time of the year is popular for family and friends to gather.  On December 21, KEYC News 

12 spoke with a local doctor for tips on how one can stay healthy as they begin to interact with 

more people through the holiday season and as the number of cases of flu continues to grow.  



The end of December 2017 brought in some very unseasonal cold weather.  KEYC News 12 

spoke with a local healthcare provider to remind viewers of the signs of frostbite and easy ways 

to help to prevent the serious skin condition. 

 

TRANSPORTATION:   

Improvements continued to the robust system of roadways in southern Minnesota this 

summer.  The Department of Transportation continued work on some major roadways across 

the region as summer rainfall delayed the completion of projects. 

The city of Mankato continues to work with the business community, the department of 

transportation and the county on resolving issues with an accident-prone intersection in the 

city’s busy shopping district.   

Commuters in Blue Earth County continued to be hampered by delays on state highways 22 and 

83, which connect Mankato with surrounding smaller communities.  Because of summer rain, 

drivers will continue to face detours into November, about a month longer than both projects 

were planned to last. 

On October 31, the state department of transportation released a study showing that 

roundabouts installed throughout the state are reducing the number of crashes at 

intersections.   The study showed there was an 86% reduction in the fatal crash rate at 

intersections with roundabouts.  Many local city and county governments as well as the state 

department of transportation are turning to roundabouts to solve safety issues at dangerous 

intersections. 

One highway construction project that continues to run behind schedule was the renovation of 

the historic bridge over the Minnesota River at St. Peter.  All concrete on the bridge was 

replaced, the steel of the bridge was strengthened and other safety improvements were made.  

The bridge was also finally painted its original color.   The bridge reopened to traffic at the end 

of November, about one month later than scheduled. 

Over the years, a local bridge has become widely known for the number of semi-trucks that 

either strike or get stuck underneath.  In November, the state department of transportation 

worked with Union Pacific railroad, who owns the bridge, the raise it in an effort to keep traffic 

flowing in the city of LeSueur. 

One important corridor in the city of North Mankato is Commerce Drive.  In November, the city 

hosted a forum for residents to provide feedback on ways to improve the street in the future. 



December is not typically thought of as a month for road construction, but that didn’t stop the 

state department of transportation from beginning a major overhaul of a dangerous 

intersection in the city of New Ulm.  On December 7, KEYC News 12 showed viewers what the 

highway 14-15 project in New Ulm will involve and how the new intersection will greatly 

improve safety for drivers. 

Southern Minnesota hosts only one east-west oriented interstate, which is I-90 across the far 

southern part of the state.  For that reason, the state department of transportation has been 

upgrading some US and state highways to aid in economic growth.  One of those roadways, US 

14 runs through the heart of southern Minnesota.  A large portion of the roadway has been 

upgraded over the years from Mankato to Rochester, but one group wants the roadway to be a 

4-lane highway from the city of New Ulm all the way to Rochester.  The Highway 14 Partnership 

is the advocacy group for completing this project.  The state department of transportation 

recently changed its criteria for some highway funding and the group is fearful that those 

changes will cause even more delay for highway 14.  On December 22, KEYC News 12 told 

viewers how they can provide feedback of their own to the department of transportation on 

the importance of the project. 

 

POLITICS:   

The 2017 politics year was much quieter in comparison to 2016, but there were still some 

important local issues that developed through the fall. 

On October 6, current US representative Tim Walz announced his running mate for his 

gubernatorial bid in Minnesota.  Walz, who was first elected to the house in 2006 after serving 

as a high school teacher in Mankato, officially launched his campaign at his former high school 

the next day. 

Agriculture is important to the economy in southern Minnesota and politicians know that.  On 

October 11, US Senator Al Franken stopped by Minnesota State University Mankato to discuss 

legislation that he hopes serves as the basis for the energy section of the next US Farm Bill.  The 

Senator toured the center for renewable energy at the University and held a roundtable 

discussion. 

Political ads that air on television must pass certain requirements to be aired.  Minnesota’s 

other senator, Amy Klobuchar, introduced legislation that would stiffen the requirements for 

similar ads on social media.   



Though the election for Minnesota’s next governor is a year away, there’s already a full field of 

candidates.  On November 2, KEYC News 12 met up with the five republican candidates that are 

vying to be the state’s chief executive.   

As Election Day neared, KEYC News 12 reminded viewers of the primary issues on the ballot.  

This year in Minnesota, it was a quiet election year.  A handful of school districts had 

referendum questions on the ballot.  KEYC News 12 showed the plans proposed in the 

Mankato, Maple River, LeSueur-Henderson and Gibbon-Faifax-Winthrop districts.  On Election 

Night, KEYC News 12 shared results of the referendum votes, with the Mankato and LeSueur-

Henderson referendums passing and Maple River and GFW’s failing. 

As mentioned during the health section, allegations of sexual harassment came to light in 

Hollywood, the media and government.  On November 9, KEYC News 12 spoke with a local 

state representative that had been accused of sexual harassment at the state capitol in St. Paul.  

State Representative Tony Cornish of Vernon Center.  Cornish initially denied some of the 

allegations against him.  But as time moved on, other allegations would surface and in turn 

Cornish would eventually resign from his office on December 1.   

Another Minnesota politician also faced allegations of harassment.  US Senator Al Franken 

would face accusations from several women of misconduct.  On November 16, KEYC News 12 

told viewers of the first accusations against the senator.  As November and December wore on, 

the senator was faced with more accusations.  Initially the senator vowed to clear the way for 

an ethics investigation, but as more accusations came to light, Senator Franken announced his 

plans to resign from the senate effective January 2, 2018.   

With the resignation of state representative Cornish, a special election will be held to fill the 

seat.  On November 22, KEYC News 12 heard from Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton on when 

he would call a special election to fill the seat.  That election will be held on February 12, 2018. 

With the resignation of state representative Cornish and US Senator Franken candidates began 

to step forward to fill their seats.  On December 13, KEYC News 12 told viewers who Governor 

Dayton had picked to fill Franken’s seat until a special election could be held in November 2018.  

Current Lieutenant Governor Tina Smith will serve as the designated senator.  During the 

announcement, Smith announced that she intended to run in the special election for the seat to 

fill out the remainder of the term until 2020.  As of December 31, no formal Republican 

candidate has stepped forward for the US senate seat up for special election in November 

2018. 

Two school teachers, a county commissioner and the former district republican chair have all 

thrown their hat in the ring to succeed Representative Cornish in the February 2018 special 



election for the state house seat that covers parts of Blue Earth, LeSueur, Waseca and 

Watonwan counties in southern Minnesota. 

With the appointment of Minnesota’s Lieutenant Governor to the US Senate, the state 

constitution calls for the president of the Minnesota Senate to become lieutenant governor.  

This is causing a debate in St. Paul because the president of the Minnesota is a republican and 

the governor is a democrat.  Representative Michelle Fishbach has vowed to keep her senate 

seat which some are saying is unconstitutional.  As of December 31, it was still not determined 

if Fishbach will keep her seat in the senate and serve as Lieutenant Governor.  The current 

lieutenant governor, Tina Smith, is set to be sworn in as a US Senator on January 3, 2018. 

KEYC News 12 also provided updates on major national political stories, including the debate on 

healthcare and tax reform.  Once the tax bill was passed in the house and senate, KEYC News 12 

spoke with a local tax official on what the changes will mean to viewers.   

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY: 

Each weekday morning at 6:00, KEYC News 12 airs “Ag Day,” a program dedicated to the latest 

agriculture news related to farm policy, farm market trends, agriculturally related weather 

topics and events as well as human interest stories throughout farm country. 

On Sunday mornings at 6:00, KEYC News 12 airs “U.S. Farm Report,” a program dedicated to 

showcasing agriculture business experts and reports on the latest news and human interest 

stories that are affecting American farmers. 

Also on Sunday mornings, at 10:30, KEYC News 12 airs “Ag PhD,” a program dedicated to 

offering valuable tips to the farming community and to educate the non-farming community on 

the basics of agriculture.  

Grain and livestock prices are displayed during KEYC News 12 Midday, KEYC News 12 at 5, and 

KEYC News 12 at 6. 

Each Friday on KEYC News 12 Midday and Saturday on KEYC News 12 at 6, local agriculture 

expert Lynn Ketelsen shares the latest in farm technology and issues facing local producers. 

KEYC News 12 followed the latest crop report of the US Department of Agriculture on the 

condition of corn and soybean crops in Minnesota and Iowa and spoke with local producers on 

what they are seeing in their fields. 

Rain in late September and into early October caused delays in the harvest of corn and 

soybeans in southern Minnesota.  On October 3, 9 & 16, KEYC News 12 spoke with local 



agriculture experts and farmers about the challenges the rain brings as the crops are ready for 

harvest. 

Not traditionally thought of as a cash crop, pumpkins are commonly grown in the region and 

this year, one pumpkin producer found it challenging to find help with his harvest.  On October 

17, KEYC News 12 talked with the producer about how 2017 was one of the best years for 

growing and the need to get the crop out of the field. 

Early November brought the first deadline for farmers and landowners to have grass buffer 

strips in place to help improve water quality.  On October 30, KEYC News 12 offered viewers a 

reminder of the deadline and why the state implemented the program. 

Due to the rains of October and then some snow toward the end of the month, harvest was 

delayed even more.  On November 6, KEYC News 12 spoke with one local ag expert that said 

many farmers might not finish their harvest until after Thanksgiving, which is well behind the 

normal. 

Farming and agriculture help drive the economy of southern Minnesota.  Many hours are spent 

planting and harvesting crops, as well as caring for livestock.  But not every farm worker sits 

behind the wheel of a tractor.  On November 9, KEYC News 12 followed one local woman as she 

worked on her family farm, helping fuel the planting and harvest work with encouragement and 

nourishment.  

Work continues between farmers and their representatives to help protect crops from damage 

caused by chemical drift of herbicides.  On November 22, KEYC News 12 told viewers about the 

work the Minnesota Soybean Growers Association is doing to help prevent the spread of 

dicamba and ease the damage it causes. 

As harvest season wrapped up as November came to a close, meeting season began for farmers 

and agricultural leaders.  On December 2, KEYC News 12 brought viewers to the National 

Farmers Convention held this year in New Ulm.  Attendees discussed low commodity prices and 

the issues farmers face. 

By December 12, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture released some new restrictions 

relating to dicamba.  KEYC News 12 told viewers about the application deadline and other 

restrictions placed on the herbicide in an effort to help ease damages some farmers see. 

A mild February, a mild and rainy summer, rain continuing into harvest and finally a late harvest 

finish were all issues farmers faced.  On December 17, KEYC News 12 visited with local 

agriculture experts on the 2017 farm season and how yields turned out. 



2018 will bring a new farm bill from congress.  On December 20, KEYC News 12 told viewers 

what Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton outlined as his priorities in the next bill.  State officials 

say the agriculture sector provides more than 340,000 jobs and $90 billion in economic activity 

in the state. 

 

CHARITY/COMMUNITY WELFARE: 

A 2016 fire destroyed a historic grandstand at the high school baseball field in Waseca.  As part 

of welcoming Super Bowl 52 to Minnesota in February 2018, the host committee is giving out 

grant money across the state.  On October 3, KEYC News 12 told viewers about the $50,000 

grant that will go toward the $1.8 million restoration and renovation of the field. 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and one local business hosted a fundraiser.  On 

October 3, KEYC News 12 showed viewers how one auto repair shop in Elysian is giving back. 

Feeding Our Communities Partners is a local non-profit group that gives elementary students in 

need a hand up each weekend and school break, providing nutrition that may go missing when 

school is not in session.  That program is now expanding to middle school students.  On October 

11, KEYC News 12 gave viewers an update on how the new program is doing toward is fund and 

food raising goal. 

Several hurricanes impacted the southern United States in 2017 and Minnesotans stepped up 

to help their neighbors.  On October 25th, KEYC News 12 showed viewers how the Westbrook-

Walnut Grove School district held a fundraiser for the American Red Cross by holding a 

blackout.  They turned off all electricity for the day and all money that would have been spent 

on electricity plus other funds raised were donated to hurricane relief. 

After working for a couple years to meet a fundraising goal, the Miracle League of North 

Mankato finally did.  On October 26, a groundbreaking ceremony was held for the Fallenstein 

Playground, which is an all-inclusive, no barrier playground that will be one of a kind.  It is 

expected to open in 2018. 

As we moved into November and the weather turned colder, several shelters opened their 

doors for the season, including the Mankato Salvation Army and a new shelter that rotates 

between a handful of churches in the Mankato area. 

The middle of November was also Homeless Awareness Week.  On November 14, KEYC News 

12 spoke with two local organizations that help those less fortunate in the community and 

showed a unique campaign they did that placed mannequins around the community that 



showed various facts about those that may be homeless to raise awareness of the issue in the 

community. 

November was also the kick-off for the US Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program.  KEYC 

News 12 is heavily involved in this program and featured frequent updates on the toy drive 

during KEYC News 12 Midday, Five, Six, Nine and Ten with live interviews as well as reminders 

of the numerous drop box sites around the region.  With KEYC News 12’s help, 3,400 children in 

the local area were helped this holiday season. 

For 21 years, a group in Blue Earth has held a multi-day campout fundraiser for the local food 

shelf.  On November 30, KEYC News 12 visited with those involved on why they’ve been 

participating for so long and who is helped by their efforts. 

KEYC News 12 also showcased the Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign as it began in mid-

November.   Even as the campaign began, there was a need for bell ringers.   On December 12th, 

members of the KEYC News 12 staff helped out by ringing bells for the kettles.  KEYC News 12 

also featured frequent updates on how the campaign was progressing through the season. 

The 32nd annual Holiday Sharing Tree kicked off on November 18th.  The Sharing Tree helps 

gather gifts for those that might normally go without them during the holiday season in Blue 

Earth and Nicollet Counties.   

On November 25th, the sixth season of the Kiwanis Holiday Lights kicked off.  This annual event 

draws thousands of visitors from the day after Thanksgiving through New Year’s Eve.  The event 

gathers food and monetary donations for area non-profit organizations and food shelves.  KEYC 

News 12 provided updates through November and December as the group started putting up 

the lights, as well as weekly updates on attendance and donations gathered. 

Several local business team up each year to host shopping events for those in need.  One of 

those events, Shop with a Hero, pairs children in need with members of law enforcement and 

the military to find holiday gifts for themselves and members of their family.  Other 

organizations host similar events for senior citizens. 

The greater Mankato area is home to four colleges/universities, which draw in several thousand 

students.  As the fall semester drew to a close, one local organization was hoping those 

students that were moving out of their dorm would donate rather than toss items they no 

longer wanted or needed.  On December 8, KEYC News 12 spoke with the Habitat for Humanity 

Re-Store on the unique partnership. 

The Greater Mankato Area United Way is a major supporter of many organizations and non-

profits in the community.  Each fall they begin their fundraising campaign for the next year.  The 



funds go toward 57 different programs that serve 50,000 people in the greater area.  By 

December 20, the group had reached $1.7 million of their $2 million goal.  

For nearly 20 years, one local organization has accepted donations of used cars that they in turn 

sell at a discounted rate to those in need.  On December 29, KEYC News 12 check in with the 

group to see how the donations are going and what impact changes in the newly signed tax bill 

could have on future donations. 


