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REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

 

 
 

During the fourth quarter of 1998, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled local 
newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative average of over 80 
hours per month:  

 

Monday - Friday  5:30-7:00AM 

Monday - Friday  11:30am-12:00Noon 

Tuesday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

Monday   4:30-5:00PM 

Tuesday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

Sunday  8:00-9:30AM 

Sunday  5:00-5:30PM 

 

  

 

 

 



 

During the fourth quarter of 1998, KGO-TV also aired the following other regularly 
scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and needs of the 
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

 

SUNDAY ON 7:  Half-hour program hosted by KGO-TV Community Affairs Director, 
Rose Guilbault consisting of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to 
the local community.  The program aired on Sunday at 11:00AM from October 4th 
through and including October 25th 1998. 

 

MARKETPLACE:  Half-hour business program mainly targeted to women, and hosted 
by anchor Laura Zimmerman, and KGO Radio news anchor Rosie Allen, along with 
special reports by Pamela Krueger. The program aired on Sunday at 9:30AM from 
October 4th through and including November 1st 1998. 

   

HOUSE DOCTOR:  Half-hour program hosted by general contractor Nick Lazazzera,   
that covered a variety of subjects all having to do with home repair, enhancement and 
safety.  It aired on Sunday at 12:30PM on October 4th through and including October 
18th, and on December 27th, and at 11:30AM on December 20th & 27th 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL SPECIALS 

 



During the fourth quarter of 1998, KGO-TV aired the following locally produced special 
programs that addressed the problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland 
Market area.  Specific program descriptions appear in this report: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7:  THE LATINO SOUND:  This program was part of KGO-TV’s salute 
to Hispanic Heritage Month, and looked at Latin music’s influence on cutting edge world 
music.  This program aired on Sunday, October 4, 1998 from 11:00-11:30AM. 

 

MACY’S PASSPORT ‘98:  DIFFERENT TOGETHER:  Film-legend            
Elizabeth Taylor and basketball-great Earvin Magic Johnson guest starred in this fashion 
extravaganza that benefited local and national Aids charities.  This program aired on 
Sunday, October 11, 1998 from 6:00-7:00PM. 

 

SURVIVING BREAST CANCER:  IN THEIR OWN WORDS:  This program 
offered an intimate look inside the lives of three courageous women who were battling 
this devastating disease.  Through personal stories, this special provided a look at the 
latest treatments, prevention, and the search for a cure.  This program aired on Saturday, 
October 17, 1998 from 6:30-7:00PM, and was re-run on Sunday November 8, 1998 from 
11:00-11:30am. 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  This encore program, in a series of specials under the 
generic title of Profiles Of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five 
outstanding members of the Bay Area’s Asian/Pacific American Community.  This 
program aired on Sunday, November 22, 1998 from 11:00-11:30am. 

 

THE MACHO MYSTIQUE:  This encore program was hosted by Public Affairs 
Director Rose Guilbault, and explored the different meanings of the word “macho.”  
Viewed from the Latino perspective, “macho” takes on a more complicated meaning that 
is surprisingly different from the American definition, which usually describes a male 
chauvinist.  The show concluded that “macho” encompasses the values of the Latino 
community, values that all Americans can admire.  This program aired on Sunday, 
November 29, 1998 from 11:00-11:30AM. 

 

FOOD OF THE GODS:  This encore program explored the tradition, history and 
variety of authentic Mexican cuisine, the second oldest cuisine behind Chinese.  This 
program aired on Sunday, December 13, 1998 from 11:00-11:30AM.  

(Local Specials cont.) 

 



SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY ‘98 FOOD DRIVE- This bi-annual food drive originated 
from four Bay Area locations, and collected 2,226,180 pounds of food, and $315,352 in 
cash for local food banks. This event aired on Monday, December 14, 1998, and included 
expanded food drive coverage in the 9:00-10:00AM  time period, commercial break cut-
ins at 12:28PM, 12:58PM, 1:28PM, 1:58PM, 2:28PM, 3:26PM, and during local news 
programs at 5:30-7:00AM, 7:25-7:30AM, 7:55-8:00AM, 8:25-8:30AM, 11:30AM-
12:00PM, and 4:30-5:00PM.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 



During the 4th quarter of 1998, KGO-TV aired a total of 2,756 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, and 
involved many different topics.  For example, Self Help For The Elderly,                       
San Francisco Food Bank, Planet Earth Foundation, California Academy of Physicians 
Assist., American Women In Radio & TV, Human Rights Foundation, National Arbor 
Day Foundation, Neighborhood Crime Prevention, Goodwill, Kidcall, Partnership For A 
Drug Free America, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Salvation Army, President’s 
Initiative, and Mexican American Legal Defense & Educational Fund.       

 

* * * * 
 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report,     
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed & 
described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 
 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds to these 
surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following issues were 
important to the community:   

Bay Area Housing 

Transportation/Traffic 

Education 

Minority/Race Issues 

Violence & Gang Problems 

Youth Issues 

 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described on the 
following pages. 

 

PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS AND                  
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

 



BAY AREA HOUSING 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 21, 1998 (11:00  - 11:35 PM) 

Length: :49 

Subject: 

This report examined the effects of the state’s increase in assessed property values and 
the impact in the Bay Area.  Assessed values were up +3% statewide, but were the 
highest in Silicon Valley with +10%.  This was expected to be a windfall for prospective 
property sellers, and a tax increase for property owners not selling. First-time buyers in 
Santa Clara County were expected to encounter larger down payments, mortgages and 
tax bills.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 6, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject: 

This report examined a non-profit group’s plan for Silicon Valley by the year 2010.  The 
report indicated that despite some high tech industry moving to other parts of the state, 
Silicon Valley executives expected the area to be the country’s economic hub for years.  
High on the report’s priority list was the need to address problems in housing and 
transportation.  A critic of the report felt the authors should have addressed social 
problems in neighborhoods where liquor stores outnumbered food stores several times 
over.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Bay Area Housing cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 15, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:45 



Subject: 

ABC 7 consumer reporter Michael Finney provided a detailed primer on how to  
refinance a home mortgage.  At this time the prime interest rate started to drop after the 
Federal Reserve lowered the discount rate.  Interviews included- a man shopping and 
waiting for the lowest interest rate, and a loan broker who listed refinancing tips.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 16, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject: 

This report provided a recap on the declining prime interest rate and its aftermath in the 
Bay Area.  At the time, the South Bay’s housing market had cooled, but mortgage 
brokers were racing around trying to keep up with client demands to refinance.   

 

MARKETPLACE (Local) 

Date/Time: October 25, 1998 (9:30 - 10:00AM) 

Segment Lengths: 4:23 

Subject: 

This segment profiled a homeowner who had not yet refinanced and was debating 
whether refinancing was still affordable since interest rates had started to climb a bit.  It 
also included an interview with a mortgage broker who advised people on how to be 
prepared before discussing refinancing with a broker.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Bay Area Housing cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 1, 1998 (5:30  - 7:00 AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 



This report discussed the serious housing code violations that occurred in San 
Francisco’s Chinatown district.  Advocates for tenants turned over more than 100 letters 
of complaint to city inspectors that cited problems with leaky roofs, roaches, and rats.  
Tenants said they couldn’t get landlords to fix the housing code violations, but inspectors 
planned to make their complaints a priority in their investigation.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 7, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This follow-up report discussed the action that San Francisco city officials were taking to 
improve living conditions by correcting housing code violations in the Chinatown 
district. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 24, 1998 (11:00 - 11:30PM) 

  October 25, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report covered the San Francisco pro-tenants rally in the city’s Mission District that 
was prompted by frustration from the lack of affordable housing.  Organizers of the event 
called for a ban on evictions and a rollback of rents.  The group claimed that rents had 
soared +300% from 1995, and increased +38% over the previous year.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Bay Area Housing cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 24, 1998 (11:00  - 11:35 PM) 

  October 25, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:  



This report reiterated the San Francisco Department of Human Services announcement 
that the number of families that were waiting for emergency help had grown since the 
beginning of the year.  High rents were driving more families out on the streets.  They 
stated that the main reason was the average rent for a one bedroom apartment was $1,200 
per month, or more than double what an average family received from public assistance.  

 

SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY ‘98 FOOD DRIVE- This bi-annual food drive originated 
from four Bay Area locations, and collected 2,226,180 pounds of food, and $315,352 in 
cash for local food banks. This event aired on Monday, December 14, 1998, and included 
expanded food drive coverage in the 9:00-10:00AM  time period, commercial break cut-
ins at 12:28PM, 12:58PM, 1:28PM, 1:58PM, 2:28PM, 3:26PM, and during local news 
programs at 5:30-7:00AM, 7:25-7:30AM, 7:55-8:00AM, 8:25-8:30AM, 11:30AM-
12:00PM, and 4:30-5:00PM.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 18, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: 1:19 

Subject:  



In anticipation of transportation issues on the November ballot, this report provided 
background history on Bay Area Transportation from the horse-drawn cart era up to the 
grid-lock of the 1990’s.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 5, 1998 (5:00  - 5:30 PM) 

  November 5, 1998 (11:00  - 11:30 PM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report looked at a study that found 75% of the state’s most heavily traveled 
highways didn’t meet basic Federal standards.  It also showed that motorists spent twice 
as much to fix the damage done to their vehicles than officials spent on road repairs.  
Caltrans officials admitted that they were behind on maintenance, but pledged to add new 
employees to speed up road repairs. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 21, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed the new cyber-tran.  This electric-powered, high-speed train was 
unveiled by Cal-Start, a company that received help from the government to develop the 
train.  It was expected to be tested as a commuter system similar to Bart, and as a long-
distance train possibly between Los Angeles and San Francisco.  

 

 

 

 

(Transportation / Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 15, 1998 (11:30 AM  - 12:00 PM) 

  October 15, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 



This report covered the morning campaign gathering of politicians and activists at the 
Bay Bridge Toll Plaza.  They asked commuters to support a November ballot advisory 
measure that would make Caltrans plan for a rail system on the re-constructed             
Bay Bridge.  Caltrans said it would cost more and slow the construction process down if 
they were forced to add room for a rail system into the design.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 4, 1998 (5:00  - 5:30 PM) 

Length: 1:00 

Subject: 

This report looked at how ballot issues approved by voters would cause Caltrans and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission to re-design the replacement span for the Bay 
Bridge that was supposed to begin construction in 1999.  The measures asked that rail 
transportation be considered in the design that had already cost 200 million dollars.      
San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown felt the best way to unclog the bridge was to get 
people out of cars, and into a convenient public transit system that would have to include 
trains. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 19, 1998 (11:30 AM - 12:00 PM) 

  October 19, 1998 (4:30  - 5:00 PM) 

Length: 1:10, 1:25 

Subject: 

This report covered the first day of service for the Altamont Commuter Express, or ACE 
train service from the San Joaquin Valley to Silicon Valley.  Interviews included two 
commuters who indicated that the train was the only way to go. 

 

 

 (Transportation / Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 28, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

  October 29, 1998 (5:30  - 7:00 AM) 

Length: 1:32, :30 

Subject: 



This report reviewed the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s 88 billion dollar, 20 
year plan for transportation improvements.  With the population expected to increase 
+30% over 20 years, and traffic delays projected to triple, critics argued that mass transit 
needed a bigger slice of the pie to alleviate future congestion and gridlock on the 
freeways.  Others felt that mass transit had already taken a lion’s share of the 
funds…53% for 7% of the rider-ship.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 8, 1998 (5:00  - 5:30 PM) 

  October 8, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:35, :30 

Subject: 

This report looked at the safety record of San Francisco’s Municipal Railway System, 
and how a new report showed that it was one of the worst in the state.  The mayor said 
that there was no doubt that the system was plagued with problems, but said the buses 
remained safe.  He insisted that that the tide was turning and promised more frequent 
CHP safety inspections to prove his point. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 9, 1998 (11:30AM  - 12:00 PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This follow-up report on the San Francisco Muni System revealed that the system was 
safer than expected.  State inspectors paid a surprise visit to the Muni bus yard on the 
previous day in response to a report that called Muni’s safety record the worst in the 
state.  They tested the buses bumper-to-bumper and Muni passed.   

 

 

(Transportation / Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 6, 1998 (6:00  - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject: 

This report examined a non-profit group’s plan for Silicon Valley by the year 2010.  The 
report indicated that despite some high tech industry moving to other parts of the state, 



Silicon Valley executives expected the area to be the country’s economic hub for years.  
High on the report’s priority list was the need to address problems in housing and 
transportation.  A critic of the report felt the authors should have addressed social 
problems in neighborhoods where liquor stores outnumbered food stores several times 
over.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 9, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject: 

This report looked at the shortage of more than 100 full-time teachers in the Oakland 
School District, and how schools were forced to make creative adjustments.   



 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 6, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 4:00 

Subject: 

This report looked at a survey by the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network that 
surveyed 42 school districts around the country.  It asked whether or not schools gave 
teachers gay sensitivity training, and whether or not schools supported gay-straight 
student clubs.  A spokesperson for the survey warned that if schools don’t protect gay 
students from harassment, it could lead to lower grades, higher drop out rates, isolation, 
and even suicide. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 31, 1998 (6:00 - 6:30 PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject: 

This report covered the anniversary of a unique technology program at Fairmont 
Elementary School.  The school launched the program in order to increase access to 
computer technology for students that did not have access.  Critics of the program argued 
that schools relied too heavily on computers. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 3:25 

Subject: 

This report looked at how oil companies were alleged to have not paid the full amount 
they owed in royalties for oil production on California public lands; money that helped 
fund the public education system.  The oil companies insisted that they were paying their 
fair share, and were lobbying federal officials  to prohibit collection of any additional 
monies.  



 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 13, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report looked at a problem of airplane noise that plagued a San Jose elementary 
school.  Students could not hear their teachers because the affected classes were in 
portable rooms with little insulation, and no air conditioning that forced teachers to keep 
the windows open.  Noise abatement measures were being considered by the FAA who 
was expected to provide a ruling.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 27, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed how schools were trying to build good character traits in their 
students.  Some schools did this by having students work on community service projects, 
and others taught lessons and moral values.  Teachers said that they still needed parental 
involvement, and admitted that there were no statistics to prove if character education 
worked.   

 

 

 

 

(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 4, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report looked at how California was behind the nation in the number of internet 
connections in schools.  Even with the technology rich Silicon Valley, only 66% of 
public high schools had internet access.  Oakland Technical High School was profiled as 
one of twelve schools that had a pilot program aimed at increasing students’ exposure to 
the internet.    

 



SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: October 18, 1998 (11:00 - 11:30 AM) 

Length: 8:49 

Subject: 

This segment provided tips for parents by parents on how to choose the best school for 
their children, and for them, the best school was right in their own neighborhoods.  It also 
explored what questions parents should ask, what test scores really meant, and when to 
visit schools.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 2, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report originated live from Pleasanton where three weeks before a Walnut Creek 
student was beaten during a high school football game.  Six students were facing assault 
charges for the incident that the student body was trying to put behind them.  Despite the 
violence, school officials decided not to increase security.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 22, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

  October 23, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

Length: :30, 1:22 

Subject: 

This report covered an incident of violence in Fremont where five adults came onto a 
high school campus and got into a fight with students.  One adult was left fighting for his 
life, and extra police units became part of campus life the next morning.  Neighbors and 
school officials were shocked at the violence since the school was considered exemplary 
for high academic achievement.         



 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 13, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

  October 13, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

  October 13, 1998 (11:00 - 11:30 PM) 

  October 15, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

  October 15, 1998 (11:13 - 11:46 PM) 

  October 17, 1998 (6:00 - 6:30 PM) 

  October 18, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :20, 1:05, :30, 1:45, :30, 1:57, :30 

Subject: 

These reports provided background information, updates, and interviews surrounding a 
suspected gang related student stabbing at Oakland’s Castlemont High School on the 
previous day.  There had been eleven incidents of violence at the school during the year.  
An Oakland Unified School District representative said that “conflict resolution” was a 
way to put an end to the violence.  Students, parents and community members spent time 
talking about issues including race relations during special meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 9, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report covered the Bay Area High School Youth Summit in Millbrae.  The group 
was created by teenagers to form a voice against violence by discussing ways to solve 
violence in the society.  Research had shown that in the previous three years the number 
of teenagers willing to play a role in anti-violence had doubled. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 24, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 



  October 25, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :20, :20 

Subject: 

This report looked at the new Excelsior Youth Center that opened this day in                 
San Francisco.  The center, part of the Columbia Park Boys & Girls Club, was designed 
to be a place for kids to hang out and take part in sports and educational projects.  

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

During the 4th Quarter of  1998, there were over 100 public service announcements that 
aired in various day-parts which addressed issues related to education.  For example, 
Education Excellence Partnership, Institute For Achieving Human Potential, National 
Science Foundation, Boy Scouts Of America, Boys & Girls Club Of America, Girl 
Scouts Of The USA, and Mexican American Legal Defense & Educational Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINORITY / RACE ISSUES 

 

SUNDAY ON 7:  THE LATINO SOUND:  This program was part of KGO-TV’s salute 
to Hispanic Heritage Month, and looked at Latin music’s influence on cutting edge world 
music.  This program aired on Sunday, October 4, 1998 from 11:00-11:30AM. 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  This encore program, in a series of specials under the 
generic title of Profiles Of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five 
outstanding members of the Bay Area’s Asian/Pacific American Community.  This 
program aired on Sunday, November 22, 1998 from 11:00-11:30am. 

 

THE MACHO MYSTIQUE:  This encore program was hosted by Public Affairs 
Director Rose Guilbault, and explored the different meanings of the word “macho.”  
Viewed from the Latino perspective, “macho” takes on a more complicated meaning that 



is surprisingly different from the American definition, which usually describes a male 
chauvinist.  The show concluded that “macho” encompasses the values of the Latino 
community, values that all Americans can admire.  This program aired on Sunday, 
November 29, 1998 from 11:00-11:30AM. 

 

FOOD OF THE GODS:  This encore program explored the tradition, history and 
variety of authentic Mexican cuisine, the second oldest cuisine behind Chinese.  This 
program aired on Sunday, December 13, 1998 from 11:00-11:30AM.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 7, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 4:10 

Subject: 

In this report, the Nissei, or 1st. generation Japanese American baseball players of the 
west coast during World War II were profiled as the forgotten heroes of baseball.  This 
segment raised the questions of what if there wasn’t racial segregation, and what if these 
ball players were given equal opportunity to play professionally?  The struggles and 
contributions of these former players went largely unnoticed until 1998 when they were 
honored at the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown.     

 

 

 

(Minority/Race Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 2:15 

Subject: 

In this report Dr. Dean Edell discussed how researchers discovered a racial difference in 
the way people reacted to smoking.  A UCSF study found that African Americans who 
smoked the same number of cigarettes actually got more nicotine in their blood stream 
than Hispanics and Caucasians.  Researchers said it might explain why statistically 
African Americans had a harder time quitting, and 30% higher lung cancer rates.  Experts 
said discovering this racial inequality might help develop a treatment. 

     

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 5, 1998 (11:30 AM  - 12:00 PM) 



  November 6, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report covered the announcement by Alameda County Public Health officials that a 
state of emergency existed.  The county was facing an AIDS epidemic among its African 
American population which comprised 18% of the county, but 41% of reported AIDS 
cases.  Although nationwide AIDS cases had dropped 50%, it remained the leading cause 
of death among African American males between 25 and 44 years of age.  The county 
became eligible for federal funds by declaring the state of emergency.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 6, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report highlighted the protest from the Muslim and Arab communities over a 
theatrical film on its opening night.  The movie’s story line depicted a backlash against 
middle eastern Americans following terrorist attacks in New York.  While parts of the 
movie were sympathetic to U.S. citizens of middle eastern decent, it did little to convince 
some critics that the film was not just another example of Hollywood racism.  San Jose 
State’s Film Director, an Iranian American, said the film perpetuated a painful 
stereotype. 

 

(Minority/Race Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 20, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

  October 21, 1998 (5:30-7:00 AM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report announced that approximately one hundred professors were planning to walk 
off the job in support of affirmative action.  They also planned a noon time rally to 
coincide with similar protests at eight other U. C. campuses.  Organizers were hopeful 
that the rally would generate discussion about the importance of diversity on campus. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 21, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 



  October 21, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

These follow-up reports covered the massive rallies of students and professors for the 
return of affirmative action that were held on all nine U. C. campuses.  About five dozen 
U. C. Berkeley professors refused to teach classes, instead they talked to students about 
how minority enrollment had dramatically declined since the U. C. system abolished 
affirmative action.  Many other professors incorporated the issue into their lectures.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Minority/Race Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 2, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

  October 2, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report announced that a federal judge was expected to end 19 years of court-
supervised integration of the San Francisco Police Department.  Some white male 
officers had expressed resentment over the way promotional tests were handled.  They 
felt that white males were passed over in favor of women and minorities. 

This follow-up report confirmed that a federal judge had ended court-supervised 
integration of the S. F. P. D.  There were no objections from minority or female officers 
after the decision.  The department said it was proud of its diversity, and the percentage 



of minority officers had doubled since 1979.  Some said the department’s upper ranks 
which were 75% white still needed work.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 7, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

  October 11, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

In this report, U. C. Berkeley students were working on a ballot measure for the year 
2000 that was intended to cancel out proposition 209, the voter-approved anti-affirmative 
action initiative.  Supporters around the state of the California Associated Students 
Education Initiative wanted racial and ethnic backgrounds to once again be considered in 
college admissions.  They expected that voters would recognize how affirmative action 
had impacted campuses in the past, and how diversity had truly benefited every campus.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Minority/Race Issues) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 17, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

  October 18, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report covered the San Francisco gay & lesbian community’s silent evening vigil to 
honor victims of hate crimes.  Participants hoped that the rally would serve as a wakeup 
call about violence against minorities and gays & lesbians across the country. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIOLENCE & GANG PROBLEMS 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 13, 1998 (11:30 AM - 12:00 PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject: 

This report looked at a new study presented at a meeting of the American Psychological 
Association that said men, and not women were the reason that TV news coverage was 
often violent.  A researcher said that women tended to watch TV news more in terms to 
learn about the world, and to discuss the news with other people.  But men, more than 
other survey groups, said they watched news to learn about violent events.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 



Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report detailed the VINE Program, or “Victim Information & Notification 
Everyday,” a new automated system designed to warn crime victims that their attacker is 
about to be released from jail.  The program was first used in Santa Clara County where 
more than 3,000 people yearly were arrested for domestic violence with a 20% 
recidivism rate.  A domestic crime victim shared how the VINE Program assisted her.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 17, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

  October 18, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report covered the San Francisco gay & lesbian community’s silent evening vigil to 
honor victims of hate crimes.  Participants hoped that the rally would serve as a wakeup 
call about violence against minorities and gays & lesbians across the country. 

 

 

 

 

(Violence & Gang Problems cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 16, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

  October 16, 1998 (11:30 AM - 12:00 PM) 

  October 16, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

Length: :30, 1:00, 2:03 

Subject: 

These reports covered the sentencing of an eleven year-old Antioch boy who was 
convicted of involuntary manslaughter for the fatal shooting of his thirteen year-old 
neighbor.  The incident had bitterly divided the East Bay town in the preceding months.  
The parents of the victim asked that the boy receive the maximum penalty, but the judge 
ordered him to spend 14 years in a rehabilitation center. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 



Date/Time: October 2, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report originated live from Pleasanton where three weeks before a Walnut Creek 
student was beaten during a high school football game.  Six students were facing assault 
charges for the incident that the student body was trying to put behind them.  Despite the 
violence, school officials decided not to increase security.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 22, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

  October 23, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

Length: :30, 1:22 

Subject: 

This report covered an incident of violence in Fremont where five adults came onto a 
high school campus and got into a fight with students.  One adult was left fighting for his 
life, and extra police units became part of campus life the next morning.  Neighbors and 
school officials were shocked at the violence since the school was considered exemplary 
for high academic achievement.         

 

 

(Violence & Gang Problems cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 16, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: 1:20 

Subject: 

This report examined a comedy show sponsored by The Lovelife Foundation, created by 
the father of a teenage murder victim.  In the aftermath of the murder in the prior year, 
the victim’s father turned his pain into a crusade to find a way to end the violence.  
Young people interviewed said something must be done to stop the violence that was 
infecting their lives.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 17, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

  November 17, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: 1:00, 1:00 



Subject: 

Napa was the scene of two shootings during a one week period.  This live report 
discussed a federal report that said the number of gangs across the country had almost 
doubled, and how Napa was part of that trend.  It also recapped Napa Police efforts in 
finding two suspects sought in the shootings. 

This late news report highlighted the events of a shooting rampage near Napa High 
School on the previous day.  School officials met during an open meeting to discuss ways  
to stop teen violence before it started.  Police were looking for a shooting suspect 
described to be a male between 18 and 23 years old. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 25, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

  November 25, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: :30, :30 

Subject: 

In this report, Napa Police announced that an arrest had been made in the Napa gang 
shooting.  They said that the 17 year old they had in custody for the crime should be 
charged with attempted murder.  A .22 caliber weapon the boy was allegedly carrying 
near a school when he was arrested matched casings found at the crime scene.  

(Violence & Gang Problems cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 13, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

  October 13, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

  October 13, 1998 (11:00 - 11:30 PM) 

  October 15, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

  October 15, 1998 (11:13 - 11:46 PM) 

  October 17, 1998 (6:00 - 6:30 PM) 

  October 18, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :20, 1:05, :30, 1:45, :30, 1:57, :30 

Subject: 

These reports provided background information, updates, and interviews surrounding a 
suspected gang related student stabbing at Oakland’s Castlemont High School on the 
previous day.  There had been eleven incidents of violence at the school during the year.  
An Oakland Unified School District representative said that “conflict resolution” was a 



way to put an end to the violence.  Students, parents and community members spent time 
talking about issues including race relations during special meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 24, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

  October 25, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: :20, :20 

Subject: 

This report looked at the new Excelsior Youth Center that opened this day in                 
San Francisco.  The center, part of the Columbia Park Boys & Girls Club, was designed 
to be a place for kids to hang out and take part in sports and educational projects.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 6, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 



This report profiled “Generation Y”, or the group defined as those born after 1980.    
Gen-Y already had numbered above 77 million, and had become a favorite for advertisers 
due to their disposable income.  They were recognized as a sophisticated group since 
they had experienced so much at a tender age, and were considered very computer savvy.  
Students at the Bayside Middle School in San Mateo regularly used the internet for 
research.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 9, 1998 (5:30 - 7:00 AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report covered the Bay Area High School Youth Summit in Millbrae.  The group 
was created by teenagers to form a voice against violence by discussing ways to solve 
violence in the society.  Research had shown that in the previous three years the number 
of teenagers willing to play a role in anti-violence had doubled. 

 

 

 

 

(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 30, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

  November 1, 1998 (8:00 - 9:30 AM) 

Length: 1:30, 1:30 

Subject: 

This report profiled the ABC Movie:  David & Lisa, a film about two emotionally 
disturbed teenagers who develop a relationship that improves their mental health and 
offers them a chance at a productive life.  The stars of the film discussed their roles and 
how the film raised awareness about troubled teens and how they could get help.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 10, 1998 (5:00 - 5:30 PM) 

  December 10, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: 1:30, :30 

Subject: 



This report examined a new study from the children’s advocacy group “Children Now” 
which said the number of children living in poverty in California was increasing despite 
living in a state with a robust economy. The study said there had been improvements with 
better immunizations, prenatal care, and fewer teen pregnancies; areas that had received a 
lot of attention.  The East Oakland Youth Development Center and a struggling working 
parent were profiled. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 24, 1998 (11:00 - 11:35 PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report discussed a study by Stanford researchers that showed too much TV and too 
many music videos might lead children to use and abuse alcohol.  The study found that 
9th graders who watched one extra hour each day of TV programs like music videos were 
31% more likely to begin drinking in the succeeding 18 months.  Experts were planning 
to call the public health community to start regulating the images on TV that teens were 
watching. 

 

(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 4, 1998 (6:00 - 7:00 PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report discussed an alternative non-drug treatment for Attention Deficit Disorder, or 
ADD.  The high tech procedure involved placing sensors on the patient’s body hooked up 
to a computer with biofeedback capabilities.  The therapy was based on the contention 
that if people with ADD could see their brain waves and how they react, then they could 
be in control of them.  Experts said that the treatment would improve as the technology 
developed.  Critics said the treatment was controversial since it didn’t have enough 
research behind it. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

During the 4th Quarter of  1998, there were over 900 public service announcements that 
aired in various day-parts which addressed issues related to youth.  For example,         
Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of the USA, Boys & Girls Club Of America, 
Huckleberry House Youth Programs, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Kidcall, Partnership 
For A Drug Free America, President’s Council On Physical Fitness, Bill Wilson Center 
and Childreach. 


