
Following is list of some of the significant issues responded to by the station along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the quarter.
The listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in which issues appear does not reflect a priority or significance.
ME= Morning Edition 5 to 9am EST   ATC: All Things Considered 4 to 6pm EST

Issue Story Summary Date When Aired Duration
Election

No knockouts, no gaffes: Beasley and Budd debate for first and 
last time in Senate race

In North Carolina's U.S. Senate race, Democrat Cheri Beasley and Republican 
Ted Budd debated issues like abortion, inflation, the filibuster and marijuana.

10/8/2022 WESAT 3:31:00

Election
Ridenhour, Meier face off in intense (and sometimes bitter) 
Mecklenburg County Commission race

Laura Meier, a Democrat, is running for her second term. Standing in her way is 
Republican Matthew Ridenhour, who previously held the seat.

11/1/2022 ME/ATC 6:59:00

Election
As early voting winds down in N.C., Democrats, Black voters 
are lagging compared to 2018

During the "Blue Wave" of 2018, 22% of people who voted early in North 
Carolina were Black. This year, only 18% who have voted early are African 
American.

11/3/2022 ATC 4:00:00

Election
Democrats sweep Mecklenburg County commission races 
again

Democrats kept all nine seats on the Mecklenburg County Board of 
Commissioners Tuesday, holding off Republicans who hoped to gain a seat for 
the first time since 2018.

11/8/2022 ME 1:00:00

Election
Brunswick County changes help explain why NC Democrats 
keep losing races for Senate and president

North Carolina's 10 fastest-growing counties in the past year all voted for 
Republican Ted Budd. That growth is one reason the GOP has won the last 
three presidential races and the last five U.S. Senate races.

12/19/2022 ME/ATC 7:43:00

Election

Anson County’s flip to red highlights a shift in rural NC counties

There's a stretch of rural counties along U.S. 74 that’s mostly majority-minority 
and used to be reliably Democratic. After Obama’s election in 2012 they started 
flipping in federal races. Anson County was the hold out, until last month’s 
election.

12/20/2022 ME/ATC 7:50:00

Election
For U.S. Senate race, Mecklenburg turnout was one of state's 
lowest. Who is to blame?

Mecklenburg County's turnout in the November election was 45% — below the 
state rate of 51%. Voting at UNC Charlotte and some African American 
precincts fell the most.

12/21/2022 ME/ATC 6:54:00

Race & Equity

A one-year update on the Mayor’s Racial Equity Initiative

This month marks a year since the Mayor’s Racial Equity Initiative was 
announced. It’s a $250 million effort that Mayor Vi Lyles said would combine 
bold ideas, philanthropy and collaborative problem-solving to remove barriers to 
opportunity. So far, the initiative has raised nearly all of its goal.

11/10/2022 ME/ATC 10:04:00

Race & Equity
New tool helps Charlotte measure progress on economic 
mobility

The Opportunity Compass attempts to measure whether the community is 
making progress on its pledge to improve the odds that children born in poverty 
will make it out.

12/9/2022 ATC/ME 2:00:00

Race & Equity

To better serve the Latino population, one clinic surveys the 
local community

North Carolina’s Latino population has grown significantly in the past 15 years, 
doubling in that time to about 1.1 million people. Community workers, however, 
say research into this growing demographic is lacking. Researchers at a 
northeast Charlotte clinic are working to address that problem.

10/10/2022 ATC/ME 4:07:00

Race & Equity
STEM jobs are growing — and Latinos could be key to filling 
them

Thousands of Latino science, tech, engineering and math professionals will 
take over uptown next week, for the nation’s largest gathering of Latinos in 
STEM.

10/28/2022 ME/ATC 3:40:00

Race & Equity
Organizations collaborate to address digital divide in affordable 
housing communities

More than 150 residents of a west Charlotte affordable housing community 
received free laptops on Thursday. It's part of a three-year initiative to distribute 
1,600 laptops and reduce the digital divide.

10/28/2022 ME/ATC 2:09:00

Race & Equity

The Black Child Book Fair returns to Charlotte
The Black Child Book Fair stops in Charlotte Saturday during its tour across the 
nation to expose readers to African American-themed content.

12/2/2022 ATC/ME 3:30:00

Education Analysis: Voters want change from the CMS board, but what 
will that look like?

Defeat of Charlotte-Mecklenburg school board members signals a push for 
change, but it's not yet clear what that will look like.

11/9/2022 ME 4:54:00

Education

CMS interim superintendent stepping down at the end of next 
month

Interim Superintendent Hugh Hattabaugh announced Tuesday night he will 
leave Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools after eight months on the job, rather than 
finishing his one-year contract. He cited the health challenges of his 98-year-old 
father.

11/9/2022 ME 1:34:00

Education
Latest reading scores leave room for debate on NC’s 
investment in science of reading

After eye-catching gains in 2019, Mississippi's latest reading scores leave room 
for debate over the program that inspired North Carolina to invest $50 million.

11/17/2022 ME/ATC 5:20:00

Education
New school board chairs in Charlotte-area districts could signal 
the tone of change

School boards in Cabarrus, Iredell, Catawba and Gaston counties chose chairs 
Monday, after an election that brought new members to the boards.

12/6/2022 ME/ATC 1:47:00

Education As focus groups conclude, a new CMS board will hear ideas for 
the next superintendent

In Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, a new school board will search for a new 
superintendent with lots of advice from the public.

12/9/2022 ATC/ME 3:38:00

Environment

Duke Energy and its critics battle over its 'clean energy 
transition'

Federal and state officials are pushing electricity producers to shift away from 
fossil fuels to fight climate change. Here in North Carolina, state regulators are 
drafting a plan this fall to do that. Duke Energy is promoting its vision for a 
gradual "clean energy transition." At the same time, business and environmental 
groups are calling for a faster and cheaper shift.

10/12/2022 ME/ATC 6:42:00

Environment

As the planet warms, fall colors come later and may be duller

The fall foliage is hitting peak colors this week in the North Carolina mountains. 
The rest of the state will follow over the next couple of weeks. Experts say it 
appears to be a good year, with intense colors coming at what used to be a 
normal time — mid-October. But that's been slipping later because of global 
warming.

10/14/2022 ATC/ME 1:10:00

Environment

Gaston mine would supply needed lithium, but neighbors fight it

There's a race on to mine lithium in the U.S. for electric vehicle batteries. It's 
part of the fight to slow global warming — and to some people a matter of 
national security. But to neighbors, a proposed mine in Gaston County is an 
impending environmental disaster.

11/7/2022 ME/ATC 4:38:00

Environment

These climate scientists feel 'a higher calling' — civil 
disobedience

On Thursday, four people, including two climate scientists, were charged with 
trespassing after they chained themselves to entryways at Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport's private jet terminal.

11/11/2022 ATC/ME 4:26:00
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Issue Story Summary Date When Aired Duration
Environment

Environmental justice board hears concerns about wood pellet 
plants

The state's growing wood pellet industry came under fire at a meeting in 
Raleigh last night from scientists, activists and residents who live near wood 
pellet plants.

11/18/2022 ATC 4:05:00

Environment

NC experts don't see much progress at U.N. climate talks

The United Nations climate summit in Egypt closed last weekend with an 
agreement to create a fund for developing nations dealing with the effects of 
climate change caused mainly by carbon emissions in rich nations. But there 
was no movement on efforts to cut heat-trapping pollution that causes global 
warming — and North Carolina climate experts said this week there's lots more 
to be done.

11/24/2022 ATC/ME 1:18:00

Environment

Charlotte's solar challenges follow similar projects' rising costs

A solar farm project that was supposed to help the city of Charlotte meet its 
climate goals is now uncertain after developers said they need a 25% price 
increase to keep it financially viable. It's one of many nationwide stalled by 
economic and social headwinds.

11/29/2022 ME/ATC 4:05:00

Health care
South Carolina Supreme Court hears arguments over 6-week 
abortion ban

The South Carolina Supreme Court on Wednesday heard oral arguments on 
whether a roughly six-week abortion ban violates the state’s constitution.

10/19/2022 ATC/ME 1:03:00

Health care

North Carolina abortion doulas offer support through an often 
lonely procedure

In North Carolina, there are about 100 trained abortion doulas who can offer 
physical and emotional support to people having abortions. Local doula training 
programs have seen a surge in demand since Roe v. Wade was overturned.

10/25/2022 ME/ATC 4:32:00

Health care

South Carolina health officials report first pediatric flu death

A minor from Midlands, South Carolina, died from flu complications, state 
health officials said Monday, marking the state’s first pediatric flu-related death 
of the flu season.

10/31/2022 ATC/ME 0:52:00

Health care

RSV expected to peak in Charlotte in ‘next several weeks,’ 
experts say

Even as many parents have relaxed about COVID-19, Charlotte-area doctors are 
seeing a surge in cases of respiratory syncytial virus, or RSV. The virus, which 
affects the lungs and breathing passages and often sickens children, is 
expected to peak in the next several weeks, local physicians said Tuesday.

11/1/2022 ATC/ME 1:21:00

Health care
Mecklenburg commissioners weigh how to spend millions in 
opioid settlement funds

Mecklenburg County officials heard a range of suggestions about how to spend 
millions of dollars the county will receive as part of the National Opioid 
Settlement at a hearing Tuesday.

11/16/2022 ME 1:20:00


