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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wisconsin 

Rapids and surrounding communities are: Economy including jobs and unemployment; 

Government including national, state and local; Environment including wildlife and 

management; Education including opportunities and costs; Health including safety, insurance 

coverage and sickness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economy:  Date Aired: July 12, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Wisconsin's 

maker of military vehicles is one step closer to doing business with England. The State 

Department has given the Oshkosh Corporation the okay to pursue a one-billion dollar contract 

with the United Kingdom to make up to 28-hundred Joint Light Tactical Vehicles for that 

nation's military. 

 

Date Aired: July 28, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Great Lakes Cheese is 

expanding their business and is opening a new, larger facility in Wausau's Business Campus. 

Dan Zagzebski, President and CEO of Great Lakes Cheese says they employ about 200 

employees currently and have plans to add about 125 over the next three or four years. Great 

Lakes is a family owned business and has nine plants nationwide.  

 

Date Aired: August 2, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Wisconsin bankruptcy 

filings are at their lowest in ten years. More than 89-hundred bankruptcy petitions were 

submitted from January through June -- the lowest since 2007, when 76-hundred people went 

bankrupt shortly before the Great Recession began. Most Wisconsin bankruptcy filings are the 

Chapter Seven type that wipes out things like credit card balances and medical bills. 

 

Date Aired: August 8, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16    O'so Brewing Company 

will be expanding in Stevens Point with a $2 million project within the next two years. Stevens 

Point City Council unanimously approving the plan Monday evening. The new location would 

be on County Highway HH just past Brilowski Road in Stevens Point. 

 

Date Aired: August 9, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :12  Wisconsin credit unions 

are generally doing well. State officials say the 135 chartered credit unions grew their net 

incomes by an average of eleven-point-three percent in the first half of this year compared to the 

same time last year. 

 

Date Aired: August 29, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Wisconsin could feel 

long term effects of hurricane Harvey. Economists believe gasoline prices could increase as 

much as 25 cents a gallon. Key oil and gas facilities along the Texas Gulf Coast have temporarily 

shut down, and flooding in the Houston and Beaumont areas could seriously affect gasoline 

supplies. 



 

Date Aired: August 30, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  The South Wood County 

YMCA and Wisconsin Rapids area Boys and Girls Club are now in the process of buying the 

Rapids Mall. The sale was announced at a meeting Monday night. Once the sale is complete in 

late November all businesses inside the mall must be gone by December 31st. Mayor Zack 

Vruwink said the City will work with business owners to discuss relocation options.  

 

Date Aired: September 7, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  The State's Joint 

Finance Committee approved $4 million in upgrades and repairs for Alexander Field in 

Wisconsin Rapids. Mayor Zach Vruwink says the Sand Valley Golf Resort has brought about a 

lot of jet traffic. The Alexander Field Airport hasn't seen a major upgrade in over a decade. 

 

Date Aired: September 7, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  Wisconsin cheese 

factories made slightly more in July than the same time last year. The U-S-D-A says the Badger 

State produced almost 274 million pounds of cheese this past July, Wisconsin remains the 

nation's top cheese producer, making 26-percent of the nation's total production for July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Government:  Date Aired: July 18, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  The head 

of a nonprofit that encourages people to challenge the political establishment has filed paperwork 

to set up gubernatorial campaign. Mike McCabe filed paperwork with state election officials 

yesterday to establish a campaign committee. It's believed McCabe will run as a Democrat. 

Milwaukee businessman Andy Gronik announced earlier this month he will run for governor as a 

Democrat. 

 

Date Aired: July 19, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  The Wausau City Council 

passed an ordinance last night allowing backyard chickens in the City of Wausau. The vote was 

6-5. While there's no timeline on when it will be implemented, it's likely to take effect by the end 

of the week. The ordinance has a limit of 4 chickens, hens only no roosters are allowed- Owners 

will need a permit and property inspection. 

 

Date Aired: July 25, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :27  Authorities say a alert 

triggered by the ankle monitor of a convicted sexually violent person was due to a malfunction. 

The Portage County Sheriff's Department received a teletype message late Saturday night from 

the monitoring system of 42 year-old PeterYogerst. Deputies responded to Yogerst's home near 

Rosholt and neighbors were alerted. Yogerst is on extended supervision after serving time for a 

1995 conviction of second degree sexual assault. 

 

Date Aired: August 3, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  The federal government 

will continue to protect Wisconsin's nearly one-thousand gray wolves.  A federal appeals court 

ruled the U-S Fish and Wildlife Service acted prematurely in removing wolves from Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, and Michigan from the endangered species' list. House Republican Sean Duffy asked 

the Trump White House to appeal Tuesday's decision. 

 

Date Aired: August 8, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  A motion to make the 

drinking ban on Wausau's 400 Block permanent, was approved Monday and will now head to the 

Health and Public Safety Committee next week. The ban prohibits open containers of alcohol on 

the 400 Block before 4:00 p.m., unless it's during a city-permitted event. Local business owners 

say the ban has been successful and there have been less problems since it was implemented last 

summer. 



 

Date Aired: August 9, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  It would take 27 years for 

Wisconsin taxpayers to get back all of their proposed investment in the Foxconn L-C-D screen 

factory. That's according to the non partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau which analyzed the 

proposed three-billion dollar package. The Fiscal Bureau also says that for the first 15 years, 

taxpayers would give Foxconn one-billion dollars more than the new taxes generated by the 

plant.  Despite the big early payouts, Governor Walker's office remains confident that Foxconn is 

an excellent investment. 

 

Date Aired: August 17, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  The state Assembly will 

vote today on giving three-billion dollars in state incentives to get Foxconn's new L-C-D screen 

plant. But first, the house will act on a resolution condemning white supremacist ideology after 

last Saturday's violence in Virginia. Leaders of five faiths will offer prayers of unity and 

reflection before the Assembly session begins at 11:30. 

 

Date Aired: August 18, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  The Wisconsin 

Assembly has voted to condemn what it calls "the racist, intolerable views" that caused the 

violence last weekend in Charlottesville, Virginia. Members of both parties supported the 

resolution which condemned neo Nazis, the K-K-K, and those whom lawmakers said, rely on 

violence and hatred to advance their cause. 

 

Date Aired: August 23, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  The Wisconsin 

Department of Veterans Affairs says its programs for homeless veterans will remain open at state 

homes in King and Union Grove and are accepting new participants. State and Federal officials 

signed an agreement yesterday to extend funding for the transitional housing programs. 

 

Date Aired: August 30, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :25  All the officers involved 

in the March 22 shooting, where police say Nengmy Vang killed four people, have been cleared 

of any wrongdoing. A 10-page report from the Attorney General's Office states officers acted 

justly and calmly in the Weston area shootings. Assistant Attorney General Roy Korte said both 

Deputy Matthew Bell and Detective Sergeant Dan Goff acted lawfully when they used deadly 

force and shot Vang. 

 



Date Aired: September 5, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  A public hearing will 

be held today on a Wisconsin bill to make repeat drunk drivers lose their licenses for ten years. 

The bill which failed in the last session would revoke licenses for at least a decade for those 

convicted of four O-W-I's. Those people could not receive occupational licenses while their 

regular license is revoked. 

 

Date Aired: September 8, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :29  Wisconsin 

Republicans are one step closer to having a primary next August for Democrat Tammy 

Baldwin's U-S Senate seat. State Senator Leah Vukmir of Wauwatosa announced her bid 

Thursday morning.  Delafield businessman Kevin Nicholson announced his candidacy earlier. 

Meanwhile Wisconsin Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca says he is resigning his 

leadership post which he has held for the last six and a half years. Barca confirmed he would 

leave the position September 30th but would stay in the Assembly and represent Kenosha.  

 

Date Aired: September 15, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  The State Attorney 

General says 25 men were arrested as part of a state-wide sting targeting sex traffickers, "johns" 

and child abusers. Of those 25 men, 13 of them were arrested in Vilas County. The State 

Department of Justice says some of the men arrested were knowingly seeking 14 and 15-year-old 

children for sexual purposes. 

 

Date Aired: September 18, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Governor Walker 

will sign the three-billion dollar Foxconn incentive package into law this afternoon. The plant 

could create up to 13-thousand jobs, and some reports call the taxpayers' investment in Foxconn 

the largest of its kind for a foreign company in U-S history. Foxconn will get tax breaks plus 

special legal considerations and exemptions from environmental laws. 

 

Date Aired: September 20, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  The Wisconsin 

Senate could act as early as October on a bill to let people carry concealed weapons without 

permits or training. The Republican measure was endorsed Tuesday by the Senate's judiciary 

panel on a 3-2 party line vote. Republicans say the bill would make the general public safer, but 

Democrats disagreed. 

 

Date Aired: September 20, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 19  A state appeals court 



says Wisconsin's right to work law is constitutional. The Third District appellate court in Wausau 

yesterday overturned a Dane County circuit judge's ruling that threw out the 2015 law, which 

prohibits companies from making union membership a condition of employment. In July, a 

federal court also upheld the state's right to work law. 

 

Date Aired: September 22, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :28  A Wisconsin 

Assembly panel heard testimony yesterday on three bills from Marshfield Republican John 

Spiros which would make it a felony to carry weapons during a riot and participate in violence -- 

and it would be a misdemeanor to block streets during a riot. Spiros, a former police officer, said 

he did not want to ban peaceful demonstrations, and he only wanted to make sure everybody 

stays safe. Opponents say the bills are too vague, and their language could allow peaceful 

protesters to get arrested. 

 

Date Aired: September 26,2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22 Wisconsin elections 

officials are hoping to get more information about an attempted hack of the state's voter 

registration system by Russia. The Department of Homeland Security that Wisconsin was one of 

21 states that Russian hackers attempted unsuccessfully to infiltrate. Elections Commission 

spokesman Reid Magney says the board will discuss security improvements at its meeting later 

today.  

 

Date Aired: September 26,2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :13 State Senate Democrat 

Kathleen Vinehout of Alma will try again to win the governor's office next year. She announced 

her candidacy Monday. Vinehout ran and lost in the 2012 recall election  and she was going to 

run in 2014 before being seriously injured in a traffic crash. 

 

Date Aired: September 27, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :30  The U-S Department 

of Homeland Security now says Russia did not try to hack the state's voter registration system 

last year. However, an official told the state Elections Commission Tuesday that Russian 

government agencies scanned a system used by the state's workforce development agency. 

Elections Commission chairman Mark Thomsen says the commission will now focus on making 

sure the state's election computers are secure going into the 2020 elections. 

 

Date Aired: September 29, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Wausau Police now 



have eyes on the 400 Block 24-hours a day following the installation new surveillance cameras. 

The cameras were installed Wednesday near 3rd and Scott streets also 4th and Jefferson and on 

top the Grand Theater. Mayor Robert Mielke said the installment of cameras was proposed last 

year after concerns rose about the number day-drinkers on the 400 Block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment:  Date Aired: July 3, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  The 

Department of Natural Resources stepped up its presence on area lakes and rivers over the 

holiday weekend and that effort continues. A DNR warden said because of all the rain, 

Wisconsin waters are high so it is crucial to wear a life vests while boating.   

 

Date Aired: July 10, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  State Highway 13 in Adams 

County was closed early Saturday morning because of water flowing over the road due to 

releases from the privately-owned Friendship Lake Dam. The highway reopened at 4:00 

Saturday afternoon. County road N remains closed no injuries or property damage had been 

reported because of the flooding.  

 

Date Aired: July 25, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  A Clark County horse was 

euthanized after becoming infected with West Nile Virus. The yearling is the first horse in the 



state to become infected with the virus this year. State veterinarian Julie McGwin says the wet 

summer has contributed to growing problems with the mosquitoes that carry West Nile. She says 

90-percent of horses die from the virus, but horses cannot carry it to other horses or humans.  

 

Date Aired: July 25, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  Heavy rains and floods last 

week caused a lot of damage to Wisconsin's crops. The southwest part of the state got the most 

crop damage. Officials say it was the sixth straight week that Wisconsin farm fields had 

excessive rains somewhere in the state. 

 

Date Aired: August 1, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  Conservationists are 

opposing plans to eliminate key environmental regulations as part of the incentives package that 

lured Foxconn to build an electronics plant to southeastern Wisconsin. Governor Walker's 

incentives bill would exempt the company from environmental impact statements and state 

permits for filling wetlands. Midwest Environmental Advocates, said the bill would leave people 

in the dark about how the plant would affect the environment.   

 

Date Aired: August 10, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Wisconsin has just had 

its wettest January through July on record. The National Weather Service says the state's average 

precipitation was 25 and one quarter inches in the first seven months of this year. That's seven-

point-one inches more than the normal, and it's the most since the weather agency started 

keeping records 123 years ago. 

  

Date Aired: August 10, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  The head of the state D-

N-R vows that air and water standards will not be compromised for Foxconn. Cathy Stepp told 

the Natural Resources Board that she hired a former D-N-R attorney to oversee environmental 

safeguards for the ten-billion dollar L-C-D screen plant that Foxconn plans to build in Racine or 

Kenosha counties.  

 

Date Aired: September 8, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Wisconsin's fall colors 

may start and end earlier this year. Experts say Wisconsin's record rainfall from January through 

July has put more stress on trees, causing the earlier peaks of colors. Travel Wisconsin Dot Com 

says trees in Superior and Hayward area's are already at 15-percent of their peak color.  

 



Date Aired: September 11, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Scientists say white-

nose syndrome is to blame for a noticeable drop in the Wisconsin bat population. The disease 

arrived in this state three years ago.  Some Wisconsin counties report the loss of an estimated 90 

percent of the bat population. White-nose syndrome was first detected 11 years ago and it has 

spread to more than 30 states and five Canadian provinces.   

 

Date Aired: September 26,2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :31  The City of Wausau 

says its moving forward with phase two of the Thomas Street reconstruction, after testing 

showed no excess contaminants in the soil beneath the street. Nearby residents have raised 

concerns about the possibility of environmental hazards in the soil. Wausau Mayor Robert 

Mielke said Crestline Windows used to operate near Thomas Street and released chemicals into 

the soil during the 1980s. The city says the results show they can excavate the area without 

causing any environmental hazards.  

 

Date Aired: September 28, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  The DNR says a trail 

camera south of Neillsville captured an image of a cougar last month. They believed the same 

animal was also spotted in Marathon City. A third, but unconfirmed sighting was also reported in 

Waupaca County. The last confirmed cougar sighting in Wisconsin was in July 2015. 

 

Date Aired: September 29, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  A decades-old, deer-

hunting tradition is no longer the law in Wisconsin. Effective immediately, the new state budget 

removes the requirement that hunters place a carcass tag on the deer they harvest. Hunters will 

now only be required to show proof of their license. Hunters must still register their deer, online 

or over the phone, by 5 p.m. the day after the harvest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Education: Date Aired: July 19, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Governor 

Walker signed a bill Monday that will create the state's first public recovery high school for 

teenagers who are battling addictions.  The new Recovery High School would be a public charter 

school solely for teens battling addiction.  The four-year pilot program will offer both classes and 

therapy and be led by the U-W System. 

 

Date Aired: August 15, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  On the anniversary of his 

death, the State Assembly will honor of the life a local farmer that died as result of a farming 

accident. 29 year-old Mike Biadasz of Amherst died August 15 of last year after he was poisoned 

by methane gas after stirring up a manure pit. According to the declaration, Mike Biadasz Day 

will recognize his lifelong passion of farming and encourage farmers to attend safety training 

seminars.  

 

Date Aired: September 1, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :25  Wisconsin Rapids 

Police are investigating a threat reportedly made by the Assumption High School principal by 

phone to an Arizona software company. According to a news release, the Pearson Education 

Company in Arizona reported the caller, identified as Paul Klinkhammer, became flustered and 

made a bomb threat. Police are recommending Klinkhammer be charged with making a bomb 

scare. He is not in custody and a future court date has not yet been set. 

 

Date Aired: September 14, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  The Elcho School 

District said they will be taking a closer look at the dress code after they received complaints 

about a student wearing a Confederate flag sweatshirt to school. The principal of Elcho High 

School says the school will not tolerate harassment or intimidation of any students. Right now, 

the school district says they do a balancing act between a student's right to express themselves 

and what is considered distracting in the learning environment. 



 

Date Aired: September 25, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Administrators from 

Wisconsin school districts say they have mixed emotions about the state budget finally approved 

by lawmakers and signed by the governor. They will welcome the additional 200 dollars-a-

student in funding, but question one of Governor Walker's vetoes.  It stopped a bill which would 

have allowed low-spending districts to raise taxes without a referendum. 

 

Date Aired: September 28, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :28  Wisconsin Public 

Service is warning residents about scam phone calls asking for money. WPS says scammers have 

disguised the number used to look authentic and in some cases played a recording of the WPS 

company greeting. The scammers are telling customers they have to pay a bill or their power will 

be shut off. WPS is reminding residents that it would never ask for a payment using prepaid 

cards and would never threaten its customers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health: Date Aired: July 12, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  The four-year-old 

girl killed in a fireworks explosion in Clintonville late Monday night has been identified as 

Alyssa Chmielewski. Officials say her 42-year-old father placed a number of sparkler type 

fireworks into a metal tube -- and it exploded when it was lit. Police say the youngster was about 

ten feet away when she was hit with shrapnel in her neck and upper body. Police continue to 



investigate the incident. 

 

Date Aired: July 18, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Governor Walker and other 

state officials traveled Wisconsin yesterday, signing bills regarding the opioid epidemic, into 

law. Three of those bills, signed in Weston, are aimed at creating education programs to train 

more professionals on using opioid antidotes. To date - 28 bills relating to the epidemic will have 

been signed into law in Wisconsin.  

 

Date Aired: July 31, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  The U-S Geological Survey 

is reporting cases of chronic wasting disease are on the rise nationwide. A federal study says the 

growth in the number of cases is so great localized herds could become extinct. So far this year, 

the Wisconsin DNR has confirmed eight cases of chronic wasting disease, all in the southern part 

of the state.  

 

Date Aired: August 11, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  President Trump has 

pulled back on a proposal that would have required truck drivers and train operators to be tested 

for sleeping disorders. The president said the proposed regulation limits the economic growth for 

America. But Jodi Debroux the nurse practitioner at Overland Transportation in Schofield said 

sleep apnea is a disorder that many Americans aren't aware they have, and the reason all drivers 

should be tested.  

 

Date Aired: August 18, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  A former Plover doctor 

will spend almost seven years in prison for sexually assaulting a number of female patients. 

Forty-seven-year-old Wilton Calderon, who's now lives in Connecticut plead guilty in February 

to two counts of third degree sexual assault. Calderon was accused of groping at least seven 

women during exams while working at a Plover clinic.  

 

Date Aired: August 22, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  Bond has been set for 

three people charged Monday following the heroin overdose death of a 28-year-old man. 

Authorities responded to a home on County Highway W near Wausau late Friday night for an 

unresponsive man who later died. His name has not been released, 28 year-old Riley Weinkauf, 

37 year-old Tonya Muzynoski and 51year-old Shabaka Nubian-el, were arrested. All three are 

charged with first degree reckless homicide.  



 

Date Aired: August 22, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  Wisconsin has recorded 

its first two human cases of the West Nile virus for this year. The state Health Services 

department said the cases were reported in Fond du Lac and Oconto counties. Wisconsin had 13 

West Nile cases last year. 

 

Date Aired: August 31, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  A 41-year-old Hatley 

woman convicted of using another nurse's credentials to obtain a job at North Central Health 

Care in Wausau is scheduled to be sentenced in December. Jennifer Browne was found guilty to 

a charge of misappropriating an ID to obtain money. Browne is also charged in Sauk County 

with identity theft and falsifying health care credentials. That case is scheduled to head to trial in 

October. 

 

Date Aired: September 13, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  Wisconsin's bow 

season begins this Saturday and state officials urge all successful hunters to have their deer tested 

for chronic wasting disease. Most hunters don't take advantage of the free tests, but David 

Poulsen of the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Lab says it might be a good idea this year. 

Studies in Canada found that C-W-D can be transmitted to primates. There have been no 

reported human cases of the fatal deer disease. 

 

Date Aired: September 27, 2017 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  The numbers of drug 

dealers arrested in Wisconsin have gone down in the past decade, despite growing problems like 

overdose deaths. State Justice Department figures show that statewide arrests for drug sales have 

gone from around four-thousand in 2006 to less than three-thousand in 2016. Some officials 

blame staff shortages in their own departments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


