
QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY ISSUES
AND RELATED PROGRAMMING

WLS-TV
Chicago, Illinois

From January 1 – March 31, 2020, WLS-TV aired 18 regularly scheduled local programs 
dealing with community issues this year, 1101 public service announcements this quarter, and a 
number of special programs.  In addition, we aired a variety of health and lifestyle programming 
on our Live Well Network on 7.2 – a single 24/7 over-the-air digital multicast platform.  
Programs included We Owe What? offering guidance on personal and family finances and Live 
Big with Ali V, providing fitness tips and advice about healthy living and eating.  The Live Well 
Channel also aired over 2743 public service announcements.  On February 17,2020 the 
Localish Network replaced the Live Well Network on 7.2. The Localish Network features 
programs that tell stories about people engaging in and changing their communities for the better 
showcasing the good in society and connecting people across the country. These programs focus 
on a variety of topics which includes, good people, good food, good places to visit and more as 
well an hour of E/I programming which is not shown on (your D1 channel).

 Windy City Live a one-hour daily program showcasing anything and everything Chicago and 
also offering local news and weather reports, airs Monday-Friday on 7.1, and is rebroadcast daily 
on 7.2.  

WLS-TV also broadcasts over 41 hours of local news programs per week. In addition, WLS 
produces 5 hours per week of local news program for WCIU-TV.

The ABC Television Network also supplies the station with news, public interest and educational 
programming, as described in the quarterly report entitled ABC TELEVISION NETWORK 
NEWS and PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING which is filed separately in the public 
inspection file.

Our regularly scheduled newscasts air on the following days and times:

Monday through Friday: 4:30-5:00am; 5:00-6:00am; 6:00-7:00am;
11:00am-12:00pm; 4:00-4:30pm;
4:30-5:00pm; 5:00-5:30pm; 
6:00-6:30pm; 10:00-10:35pm
7:00-8:00pm on WCIU-TV

Late news re-run Mon-Fri 1:05am-1:38am

Saturday: 5:00-7:00am; 8:00-10:00am  
5:00-5:30pm 
10:00–11:00pm 

Late news re-run Saturday 1:00-2:00am 



Sunday: 5:00-7:00am; 8:00-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm; 10:00-11:00pm

Following is a list of our regularly scheduled public affairs programs:

SANCTUARY (Sundays 1/5 at 12:00pm-12:30pm; 1/12 at 12:00pm-12:30pm; 1/19 at 12:00pm-
12:30pm, 1/26 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 2/2 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 2/9 at 12:00pm-12:30pm,2/16 at 
12:00pm-12:30pm, 2/23 at 12:00pm-12:30pm,3/1 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 3/8 at 12:00pm-
12:30pm, 3/15 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 3/22 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 3/29 at 12:00pm-12:30pm) 
Community issues are looked at from a spiritual angle. The rotating hosts are Protestant, 
Catholic, and other faith-based communities.

NEWS VIEWS (Sundays within 8am news - approximately 9:15am - 11 min) Alan Krashesky 
covers political/current affairs issues.

The following is a listing of the public affairs specials we aired in the First Quarter, 2020

ABC7 EYEWITNESS NEWS PRESENTS: RETURN TO AUSCHWITZ: A SURVIVOR’S 
STORY, Sunday 1/19 at 4:30pm-5pm 
A Chicago area Jewish survivor of the Holocaust shared her personal story as she returns to Auschwitz 
and reflects on what happened there

WINDY CITY LIVE PRESENTS WORD ON THE STREET, Sunday 2/2 at 11:30pm-
12am
Word on the Street takes a look at the graffiti phenomenon in Chicago. Some say Chicago is in the midst 
of a graffiti renaissance host Val Warner and Author / poet / street art expert Kevin Coval dive into the 
sometimes-controversial art form.

LOCALISH BITE SIZE CHICAGO, Sunday 2/2 at 4:30pm-5pm
A food tour of Chicago. Keto Italian Beef, Churro Sandwiches and a Burrito as big as a baby. Ryan 
Chiaverini hosts. This program was produced in whole by WLS.

THE 2020 CHICAGO AUTO SHOW, Saturday 2/8 at 6pm-7pm, Rebroadcast Sunday 2/9 
at 12am-1am, Rebroadcast Saturday 2/15 at 4pm-5pm
ABC 7’s  exciting, live hour- long special, previewing some of the hottest and most technically advanced 
new vehicles featured at the 2020 auto show.

 LOCALISH BITE SIZE CHICAGO, Saturday 2/22 at 4:30pm-5pm
Includes $49 hot dog at the Omni Hotel ,Taco in a Bag, Bombobar’s Bomboloni ,Stuffed Sopapillas from 
Flo Café and Bar, The Rolling Stonebaker’s pizza, a double decker pizza from Bill’s Pizza, late night 
Thai at Fireside Restaurant, salt crusted steak at Travelle, and the sweet desserts at XO Marshmallow.This 
program was produced in whole by WLS.

HEART & SOUL, Saturday 2/22 at 6pm-6:30pm, Rebroadcast Sunday,2/23 at 12:30pm-
1pm
HEART & SOUL is hosted by ABC 7’s Hosea Sanders and Cheryl Burton, with contributions from 
Karen Jordan, Jim Rose and Will Jones. This special edition of HEART & SOUL celebrates mentorship, 
featuring Chicagoans whose mentoring efforts have changed lives and shaped future leaders



WINDY CITY LIVE, Monday 2/24 at 1pm - 2pm on 7.1,rebroadcast Tuesday 2/25 at 
12:05am on 7.1, rebroadcast Tuesday 2/25 at 12pm on 7.2,rebroadcast on Tuesday 3/24 at 
1pm-2pm on 7.1,rebroadcast on Wednesday 3/25 at 12pm on 7.2
Moms Roundtable a discussion on motherhood and best practices for parenting

THE RACE FOR COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY: THE REPUBLICANS 
DEBATE, Thursday 2/27 at 7pm-8pm on 7.2 channel, Rebroadcasted Sunday 3/1 at 1pm-
2pm on 7.1 channel
ABC7 Anchor/Reporter Cheryl Burton will moderate the one hour debate between the 
Republican candidates Christopher Pfannkuche and Patrick O’Brien.

THE RACE FOR COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY: THE DEMOCRATS 
DEBATE, Friday 2/28 at 7pm-8pm on 7.2 channel, Rebroadcasted Sunday 3/1 at 12pm-
1pm on 7.1 channel
ABC7 Anchor/Reporter Judy Hsu will moderate the one hour debate between the Democratic 
candidates incumbent Kim Foxx, Bill Conway, Donna More and Bob Fioretti.

WINDY CITY LIVE, Monday 3/2 at 1pm - 2pm on 7.1, rebroadcast Tuesday 3/3 at 12am 
on 7.1,rebroadcast Tuesday 3/3 at 12pm on 7.2, rebroadcast on Friday 3/20 at 1pm-2pm on 
7.1,rebroadcast Saturday3/21 at 12am on 7.1, rebroadcast Monday 3/23 at 12pm on 7.2
Moms Roundtable a discussion on motherhood and best practices for parenting

2020 VISIONARIES: CELEBRATING CHICAGO WOMEN, Saturday 3/21 at 6:30pm-
7pm
This half hour special celebrates the accomplishments of Chicago women and the positive differences 
they are making in the lives of others. This special is hosted by Cheryl Burton, Judy Hsu, Tanja Babich, 
Karen Jordan, and Stacey Baca.

HOLY NAME CATHEDRAL MASS, Sunday 3/22 at 9:30am-10am
 Holy Name Cathedral provides its weekly Sunday Mass services for its parish and others seeking the 
teachings of the Catholic faith.

HOLY NAME CATHEDRAL MASS, Sunday 3/29 at 9:30am-10am
Holy Name Cathedral provides its weekly Sunday Mass services for its parish and others seeking the 
teachings of the Catholic faith.

WLS-TV also broadcasted 1101 Public Service Announcements (“PSAs”) from the following 
organizations: 

AARP AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN FINANCIAL PLANNING
AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 2020
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2020
CATHOLIC CHARITIES/ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
CCSA DEBATES/VOTE 2020
CENSUS AWARENESS/AD COUNCIL
MLK SINFONIETTA CHICAGO



CORONAVIRUS CONCERNS
DISNEY KIND DISNEY CSR
DISNEY 20 MOS/DISNEY CSR
DRUG FREE AMERICA
DISNEY FOSTER CAMPAIGN/FOSTER MORE
FATHER INVOLVEMENT/ AD COUNCIL
FEEDING AMERICA/ AD COUNCIL
FOOD WASTE/AD COUNCIL
GO RED 
JIMMY KIMMEL LIVE
MERCY HOME MARCH FOR KIDS
NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY
PROJECT ROADBLOCK/AD COUNCIL
RECYCLING/AD COUNCIL
STAY HOME/AD COUNCIL
SUICIDE PREVENTION/AD COUNCIL
DISNEY TEAM OF HEROES
WLS WOMEN 2020/WOMEN’S MONTH

In addition to our on-air programming, our station serves its local community off air through a 
wide variety of community outreach efforts and programs, often undertaken in cooperation with 
local leaders and not-for-profit organizations. These include, but are not limited to: participation 
in walks/ runs as well as fundraising and/or awareness efforts for local non-profit organizations; 
production assistance with public service announcements; on- and off-site meetings and events 
with community groups; the organization, participation and/or hosting of, community events; 
facilitation of talent appearances at community and charitable events; station participation in 
local parades (in addition to the broadcasting commitment); and station tours for local groups 
and schools.  

From community residents we've determined that the following issues are of particular 
importance to our local community:

 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
 COMMUNITY /VOLUNTEERISM
 DIVERSITY/DISCRIMINATION
 ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS
 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS
 ENVIRONMENT
 GUN CONTROL/VIOLENCE
 HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH (includes some of WLS’s coverage of Covid-19)
 I-TEAM INVESTIGATIONS
 POLICE 
 POLITICS
 TRANSPORTATION/SAFETY
 TROOPS/WAR/TERRORISM
 VIOLENCE/CRIME/HATE CRIMES
 MISCELLANEOUS



Some of the station's most significant treatment of those issues is described in the pages that 
follow.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
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CATEGORY: CHILDREN & FAMILIES
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

1/2020-3/2020 Various :15,:30 PSA DISNEY 20 MOS/DISNEY 
CSR. The Magic of 
Storytelling and First Book 
encouraging reading.

1/2020 and 
2/2020

Various :15; :30 PSA DISNEY FOSTER 
CAMPAIGN/FOSTER MORE
Seeks to encourage and 
promote foster parenting.

1/2020 Various :30;1:00 PSA FATHER INVOLVEMENT/ 
AD COUNCIL which 
encourages fathers to 
understand the vital roles they 
play in their children’s lives.

1/2020-3/2020 Various :15;:30;1:00 PSA FEEDING AMERICA/ AD 
COUNCIL Encourages 
donations to local food banks 
to end hunger in America.

1/2020 Various :30 PSA FOOD WASTE/AD 
COUNCIL raise awareness 
about food waste and how to 
reduce it.

1/2020 and 
3/2020

Various :30;1:00 PSA
 

DISNEY TEAM OF HEROES 
is an outreach program aimed 
to comfort and inspire children 
and families dealing with 
serious illnesses.

3/2020- Various :15 PSA MERCY HOME MARCH 
FOR KIDS raises funds to 
support children who’ve 
suffered abuse and neglect by 
providing safe housing and 
other resources to youth.

3/15/2020 and 
3/31/2020

Various :15;:30 PSA AARP AFRICAN 
AMERICAN WOMEN 
FINANCIAL PLANNING 



which encourages Black 
women to be their own Shero 
and plan for their retirement.

1/1/20 5pm 2:38 Newscast We’re getting a look at some 
of the first babies of the decade 
here in the Chicagoland area.  
Some of the parents discussed 
their kids’ arrivals that came 
just after midnight.

1/2/20 430pm 2:25 Newscast 3 family members including a 
mother and a daughter are 
killed after a late night crash.  
4 people were hurt in the 
second vehicle.  Police say the 
family members’ car is the one 
that caused it.

1/2/20 6pm 2:01 Newscast A tragedy for one family as 
their mother killed the toddlers 
before trying to kill herself.  
The woman survived the jump 
out the window.  The only 
witness was the woman’s 
grandfather.

1/3/20 4pm 2:20 Newscast More than 100 kids died last 
year while under the watch of 
DCFS.  Those shocking 
numbers were just released in a 
new report by the state’s 
inspector general.

1/3/20 6pm 1:58 Newscast New allegations tonight that an 
opportunity might have been 
missed to save the lives of 2 
young kids.  Police say the 
kids’ mother sought out help 
from an area shelter that turned 
them away.

1/5/20 10pm 1:31 Newscast A man is dead and his 
girlfriend in the hospital 
following a morning house fire 
in Maywood. We are talking 
with the man’s family about 
him.

1/7/20 5pm 2:35 Newscast We hear from a local man who 
was shot as he and his family 
were targeted by thieves in a 



roadside ambush in northern 
Mexico.  The family is out of 
Mexico and recovering back 
stateside.

1/14/20 5pm 2:32 Newscast A wife is in shock tonight after 
her husband dies in an early 
morning house fire.  She was 
at work and was alerted by the 
home security system to the 
fire.

1/14/20 10pm 1:58 Newscast We might get more answers 
tomorrow surrounding the 
mystery of a missing woman 
whose body was found in 
Chicago.  We are talking with 
the Schaumburg woman’s 
family about the days leading 
up to her disappearance.

1/15/20 430pm 1:36 Newscast A missing girl’s home was 
broken into and it comes the 
same day that she vanished.  
Her family believes it’s foul 
play and worried for her safety 
but police have new details on 
the case.

1/15/20 5pm 1:35 Newscast 12 years after her 
disappearance the family of 
Yasmin Acree is still searching 
for answers and tonight we 
hear from some siblings who 
hold out hope that she’ll be 
found.

1/16/20 6pm 1:52 Newscast A Chicago teenager is helping 
pave the way for women in a 
relatively new sport.  Maya 
Chan is a member of the U-S 
Youth Olympic Team.  Right 
now, she is in Switzerland to 
compete in the Winter Youth 
Olympic Games.

1/28/20 430pm 1:57 Newscast A family is rejoicing after their 
dog was rescued from Egypt 
and returned home safe after 9 
days on the run.  The 
community helped the family 
get the dog back.



1/28/20 10pm 2:07 Newscast A baseball coach was one of 
the 9 killed in the helicopter 
crash with Kobe Bryant and he 
grew up here locally and still 
has family here who spoke 
about the loss and what type of 
man he was.

1/30/20 5pm 1:58 Newscast A man who was shot during an 
ambush in Mexico just before 
Christmas visiting family is 
back in our area tonight 
recuperating with other family 
members.  We talked with him 
about his experience and how 
his family is reacting.

2/4/20 430pm 2:03 Newscast A family tragedy caused by 
flames as a 5yo boy and his 
grandfather were killed in a 
fire in Cicero.  Their family 
members are remembering 
them today.

2/5/20 5pm 2:28 Newscast A vigil is being held for a 5yo 
boy and his grandfather who 
were both killed in a fire at 
their home.  The investigation 
resumes but emotions poured 
out at today’s vigil.

2/11/20 6pm 1:55 Newscast A couple of creative 1st graders 
came up with an invention that 
earned them some national 
spotlight and one of them will be 
honored on the GMA show later 
this week for their work.  We talk 
with one of the girls and her 
mom.

2/13/20 5pm 2:30 Newscast More than 3 decades ago Ben 
Wilson was shot and killed and 
2 16yo boys were charged in 
the crime.  Today Wilson’s 
brothers sat down with one of 
those that was convicted and 
served time for their brothers 
murder and said they forgive 
him.

2/15/20 10pm 1:16 Newscast Building strong futures is the 
goal of a resource fair for 
teens.  We spoke to some at 



the fair about the goals they 
hoped to accomplish today.

2/17/20 5pm 2:40 Newscast A special surprise for a group 
of patients at Advocate 
Children’s Hospital as the kids 
learned that they and their 
families are about to take a trip 
of a lifetime to Cubs spring 
training.

2/17/20 10pm 2:15 Newscast Family and friends are saying 
goodbye to 25yo Lindsey 
Lagastee who was popular 
among the country music 
lovers but died in a crash on 
Valentine’s Day.  Her family is 
talking with us just after they 
buried their daughter.

2/24/20 430pm 1:48 Newscast 3 brothers have made high 
school wrestling history as 
their coach has led all of them 
to state titles and making more 
of their family legacy.

2/29/20 10pm 2:02 Newscast We’re hearing from the family 
of a nursing student who was 
shot and killed at a food mart.  
The family is asking for the 
community to help them catch 
the killer.

3/1/20 10pm 2:13 Newscast Mothers standing in solidarity 
tonight supporting a woman 
who was arrested just after her 
daughter was shot and killed.  
This comes as the pleas grow 
for Jaya Beemon’s killer to 
turn themselves in.

3/1/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast Hundreds of people gathered 
and remembers the victims 
from the Milwaukee shooting.  
A community vigil was held 
by the victim’s families as 
hundreds of people turned out 
to show that they support 
them.

3/2/20 10pm 2:02 Newscast The widow of a man who died 
trying to save her sister is 
being remembered as a hero.  



We are talking with the family 
who is remembering the man 
tonight.

3/4/20 430pm 2:33 Newscast The worst outcome imaginable 
for a family as a 1yo girl was 
killed in a house fire on the 
southwest side of the city.  The 
family and relatives are left 
heartbroken.

3/10/20 5pm 1:55 Newscast An immigration judge will 
soon make a ruling on an 8yo 
boy and his mother who are 
seeking asylum here in 
Chicago.  The family was told 
that the judge will mail out his 
decision in the next 30 days.

3/14/20 10pm 1:45 Newscast The Chicago park district 
crews are getting ready to host 
kids who otherwise might not 
have a place to go with schools 
out of session.  Those park 
district crews are prepping to 
host children and their families 
for this.  

3/24/20 430pm 2:01 Newscast A family in Hinsdale has a 
way with words as the dad 
years ago made it to the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee 
3 times and won on his 3rd try.  
Now his son has made it 3 
times and hope that he too has 
luck to win it on the 3rd try.

3/27/20 4pm 1:49 Newscast So far 34 people in Illinois 
have died from COVID19.  
There are many others battling 
the virus as we take a look at 
the faces of some of the people 
battling through it and talk 
with them on how it’s affecting 
them and their families.

3/27/20 10pm 1:53 Newscast A family in Elgin is coping 
with the loss of their loved 
from one COVID19.  We have 
more on their struggle through 
tragedy and now to get tested 
themselves.



3/30/20 10pm 2:01 Newscast A grandfather is among the 
latest local victims as his 
family tonight shocked at just 
how quickly his condition 
went downhill.  It’s the same 
for those that who a Naperville 
pastor who passed away just 
days after the diagnosis.

3/31/20 4pm 2:21 newscast Social distancing has many 
children missing out on a lot, 
like birthday parties.  But 
there’s a new trend parents are 
trying out. 

3/10/20 5pm 1:55 Newscast An immigration judge will 
soon make a ruling on an 8yo 
boy and his mother who are 
seeking asylum here in 
Chicago.  The family was told 
that the judge will mail out his 
decision in the next 30 days.

3/14/20 10pm 1:45 Newscast The Chicago park district 
crews are getting ready to host 
kids who otherwise might not 
have a place to go with schools 
out of session.  Those park 
district crews are prepping to 
host children and their families 
for this.  

3/24/20 430pm 2:01 Newscast A family in Hinsdale has a 
way with words as the dad 
years ago made it to the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee 
3 times and won on his 3rd try.  
Now his son has made it 3 
times and hope that he too has 
luck to win it on the 3rd try.

3/27/20 4pm 1:49 Newscast So far 34 people in Illinois 
have died from COVID19.  
There are many others battling 
the virus as we take a look at 
the faces of some of the people 
battling through it and talk 
with them on how it’s affecting 
them and their families.

3/27/20 10pm 1:53 Newscast A family in Elgin is coping 
with the loss of their loved 



from one COVID19.  We have 
more on their struggle through 
tragedy and now to get tested 
themselves.

3/30/20 10pm 2:01 Newscast A grandfather is among the 
latest local victims as his 
family tonight shocked at just 
how quickly his condition 
went downhill.  It’s the same 
for those that who a Naperville 
pastor who passed away just 
days after the diagnosis.

3/31/20 4pm 2:21 newscast Social distancing has many 
children missing out on a lot, 
like birthday parties.  But 
there’s a new trend parents are 
trying out. 

COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV
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CATEGORY: COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

3/2020 Various :30 PSA CATHOLIC CHARITIES/ 
ARCHDIOCESE OF 
CHICAGO 
raising funds for the COVI19 
Community response fund to 
aide during the COVID 19 
pandemic

1/26/20 9:45 am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was Karen Freeman-
Wilson the new President & 
CEO of the Chicago Urban 
League.  We spoke with her 
about her new role, her 
mission, etc.

1/1/20 430pm 2:08 Newscast When a Chicago woman was 
shot over the summer to death, 
it left her 3 kids struggling to 
survive.  Today one man and 
some businesses worked to 
give those kids a new rent free 
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CATEGORY: COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

home and a car. 
1/2/20 6pm 2:24 Newscast Working New Year’s Day 

turned out to be pretty 
profitable for a waitress as 
actor and celebrity Donnie 
Wahlberg visited her and gave 
her a $2,020 tip which will 
allow her to purchase 
furnishings for her home.

1/5/20 10pm 1:43 Newscast Hundreds of people received 
VIP treatment today thanks to 
Catholic Charities.  They’re 
mostly seniors, veterans, and 
homeless that needed the help 
and treatment.

1/12/20 5am 3:22 Newscast An organization is bringing the 
healing power of music to 
patients across Chicago.  It’s 
called Musicians on Call and 
its volunteers have been 
serving hospitals, senior 
homes, and rehab facilities in 
the area since 2018.

1/20/20 430pm 2:10 Newscast While many students had the 
day off from school for the 
holiday some put themselves 
to work as they went out in the 
community and took part in a 
series of volunteer efforts.

2/2/20 5am 2:28 Newscast An 11yo girl is putting  
together smile bags that she 
says police officers can use to 
give to kids they come across 
as part of their job following 
incidents that include tough 
times. 

2/14/20 5pm 2:05 Newscast NBA stars and legends 
gathered to give back to those 
less fortunate here in the 
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CATEGORY: COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

Chicago area as they took part 
in a day of service.

2/16/20 10pm 1:25 Newscast Some students are making us 
proud by spending their 
Sunday committing to random 
acts of kindness doing nice 
things for someone else just to 
make them smile.

2/17/20 430pm 2:20 Newscast Players here for the NBA All-
Star game represented charities 
that really meant something to 
them and as a result kids 
across the area are the 
beneficiaries of their kindness.

2/21/20 5pm 1:53 Newscast We spotlight the mentors 
honoring Chicagoans whose 
efforts are changing lives and 
shaping future leaders and 
helping students break into TV 
and film.

2/21/20 10pm 1:50 Newscast Some local dancer who are not 
doubt resting their feet tonight 
after dancing for 8 hours 
straight all to help kids with 
disabilities and some battling 
disease as we spotlight the 
dance marathon.

2/27/20 5pm 2:03 Newscast A celebration in Chicago’s 
Englewood neighborhood 
today as a new initiative was 
launched as part of a 
community program helping 
those in the area.

3/2/20 4pm 2:26 Newscast Parents are a lot of the backing 
behind the sales of Girl Scouts 
and for one special man who is 
an area troop he’s given back 
much of his time to help the 
girls and others and is being 
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CATEGORY: COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

honored for that work.
3/6/20 4pm 2:29 Newscast The love of literature is on full 

display at a school as ABC 
reps were there handing out 
donated books to the kids and 
then reading to them sharing 
the joy of reading and 
storytelling.

3/8/20 10pm 1:45 Newscast A charitable movement called 
a “Pint for Kim” that was 
started by a woman who just 
lost her battle with cancer.  
Her family continued with the 
blood drive today hoping it 
helps others in need.

3/17/20 4pm 1:36 Newscast A group in Englewood is 
stepping up to help those in 
need as many in the 
community need fresh food 
and donations amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

3/18/20 5pm 1:58 Newscast The community of Mt 
Prospect is coming together as 
their mini library mission has 
switched gears to a mini pantry 
mission all to make sure 
families of those less fortunate 
have what they need.

3/19/20 5pm 1:45 Newscast The high demand for hand 
sanitizer has one local 
company taking matters into 
their own hands. Koval is 
stopping production of alcohol 
and instead turning their liquor 
into sanitizer to get that into 
the hands of those that need it 
most during this time.

3/19/20 4pm 1:55 Newscast There’s a real need for blood 
drive donations and one 
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CATEGORY: COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

woman who is a leukemia 
survivor can’t participate in 
the drive she herself helped 
organized but that’s not 
stopping it from still taking 
place tomorrow.

3/19/20 430pm 1:47 Newscast People are being encouraged 
to check on older loved ones 
during this time of crisis but 
several young people are 
taking it upon themselves to 
give back to the older 
generation and making sure 
they get the help and items that 
they need.

3/21/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast With so many people losing 
income due to the pandemic 
the mayor says today that 
many organizations are 
pitching in to help others 
especially with food preps and 
getting them into the hands of 
those that need it.

3/22/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast Area Ronald McDonald 
Houses are asking for help and 
donations because they say the 
pandemic is creating funding 
challenges and there are 
several people early on 
looking to step up and help the 
agency.

3/22/20 8am 1:59 Newscast As COVID19 spreads 
communities are facing 
unprecedented challenges and 
one of those is the need for 
food as the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository is working 
around the clock packing and 
distributing meals to families 
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in need.
3/24/20 5pm 2:10 Newscast A restaurant is serving free 

meals to service workers and 
the elderly.  Others are doing 
something similar even 
donating leftover food to help 
the cause all as a show that we 
are in this together.

3/25/20 430pm 2:05 Newscast The homeless are some of the 
most vulnerable during this 
pandemic but yet one man is 
on a mission to help them as 
he fired up his grill today and 
cooked them food that he 
hopes lasts them several days 
giving back to the community.

3/25/20 430pm 2:17 Newscast Unsung heroes are emerging 
during the midst of this health 
crisis including organizations 
that help the disabled.  Several 
men and women are putting 
their personal lives on hold to 
take care of some of those who 
need them and their skills the 
most. 

3/26/20 4pm 2:38 Newscast As we all try to navigate 
COVID19 crisis the Illinois 
Broadcasters Association are 
coming together today to try 
and ease the burdens and 
challenges people face trying 
to put food on the table by 
hosting a virtual food drive 
that ABC participated in today.

3/27/20 430pm 1:23 Newscast She’s one of the biggest names 
in fashion here in Chicago and 
famed designed Barbara Bates 
used her skills to help people 
fighting the coronavirus as she 
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made a special delivery of 
some handmade PPE that can 
be used for hospital patients.

3/29/20 10pm 2:23 Newscast A new effort is underway to 
make sure health care 
professionals have supplies 
and protection that they need.  
The Bulls and Blackhawks 
teamed up for Project CURE 
for a donation drive today 
helping others on the front 
lines.

3/30/20 430pm 1:42 Newscast Chicago’s homeless 
population is among the 
highest risk group in the city 
during this pandemic and for 
the 130 people who sell 
Streetwise magazines, many 
have lost their sole source of 
income as the paper which 
helps the homeless is asking 
for cash donations to allow the 
paper to continue to give back 
to these people.

3/30/20 5pm 2:04 Newscast The organization SkyArt is 
trying to make sure that even 
though kids are stuck inside 
there are still opportunities to 
have a creative space as the 
nonprofit is shipping out artist 
materials to the kids to keep 
them exploring their creative 
abilities.

3/30/20 5pm 2:04 Newscast There’s an initiative underway 
to feed Chicago’s struggling 
restaurant workers during this 
pandemic.  It’s the brainchild 
of a celebrity chef and his 
industry partners as he runs 
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this feeding service out of his 
former restaurant helping those 
in the industry who need it.

3/31/20 5pm 2:13 Newscast A non-profit group in Berwyn 
serves hundreds of adults with 
disabilities. One resident of a 
group home has tested positive 
for COVID-19..so a staff 
member volunteered to move 
in with him to help care for 
him while he recovers.

DIVERSITY / DISCRIMINATION
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1/2020 Various :15 PSA MLK SINFONIETTA 
CHICAGO
A tribute concert in honor of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

1/2020 Various :15,:30 PSA DISNEY KIND DISNEY 
CSR choose kindness 
campaign which promotes 
acts of kindness to others 
different from you. 

2/2020 Various :20 PSA BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 2020
ABC Chicago proudly 
celebrates Black History 
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Month by highlighting 
Black/African American 
people, communities, and 
cultures.

3/2020 Various :20 PSA WLS WOMEN 
2020/WOMEN’S MONTH
WLS celebrates Women’s 
History Month.

1/5/20 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 minutes Newsviews Our guest was Felicia Davis, 
the President & CEO of the 
Chicago Foundation for 
Women.  We talked with her 
about several issues 
including why women need 
to vote and what it means to 
have a woman leading the 
city of Chicago.

1/6/20 5pm 2:26 Newscast From a free shopping spree 
for kids to a parade and gift 
giving families in 3 Chicago 
wards wrap up the holiday 
season by celebrating 
something called 3 Kings 
Day.  We explain more 
about what this is.

1/19/20 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 minutes Newsviews Our guests were Geoff 
Smith, the executive director 
of the Institute of Housing 
Studies at Depaul, Paul 
Roldan the President & CEO 
of the Hispanic Housing 
Development Corporation 
and Ald. Harry Osterman 
from the 48th Ward.  We 
discussed the issue of 
Affordable Housing:  the 
shortage, possible solutions, 
the impact, etc.

1/24/20 5pm 2:00 Newscast A racist flyer is posted on a 
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utility box on a busy 
Chicago street.  There’s now 
reaction from people who 
say racism will not be 
tolerated in their 
community.

1/27/20 430pm 1:50 Newscast Today some young people 
are learning about the 
significance of the 75th 
anniversary of the closing of 
Auschwitz and it’s 
connections to the Holocaust 
and way Jews and others 
were treated by the Nazis.  

2/2/20 8am 2:04 Newscast A theatre in Northbrook is 
finding ways to make 
children’s theater more 
accessible and inclusive as a 
new production that’s live 
on stage includes a sensory 
friendly performance 
everyone can enjoy.

2/3/20 430pm 2:05 Newscast 25 years of the National A 
Phillip Randolph Pullman 
Porter Museum as we are 
remembering the past and 
empowering the next 
generation as we look at the 
museum’s black history ties.

2/4/20 430pm 2:16 Newscast 7yo Jeremiah Morris has a 
form of autism that makes it 
difficult for him to speak.  
But he’s making some big 
strides and will be honored 
nationally for his work this 
week.

2/9/20 5am 2:26 Newscast Happy Apple Pie Shop has 
been a neighborhood staple 
for years and they are 
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serving up food in an 
inclusive environment for 
those of all abilities.

2/10/20 430pm 2:00 Newscast Now to allegations of 
discrimination at a Pilsen 
post office as customers 
allegedly turned away for 
not speaking English and it’s 
brought out a strong 
response.

2/10/20 5pm 2:06 Newscast Hope tonight that an Oscar 
win for the film “Hair Love” 
will give momentum to 
legislation called the 
“Crown Act” which is an 
effort to protect against 
discrimination in the 
workplace, housing, and 
education based on a 
person’s hairstyle.

2/10/20 6pm 2:12 Newscast For Black History month we 
spotlight the annual Black 
Restaurant Week and it’s an 
all-star lineup of restaurants 
and chefs showing off their 
diversity.

2/15/20 10pm 1:38 Newscast As part of All-Star weekend, 
the wives of some current 
and former players gathered 
for a female empowerment 
conference and hand out 
awards to those that showed 
exemplary accomplishment.

2/16/20 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 minutes Newsviews Our guests were Candace 
Moore Chicago’s Chief 
Equity Officer and Dan 
Lurie, Mayor Lightfoot’s 
Chief of Policy. They talked 
about an upcoming summit 
the city was holding to 
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discuss ways to end poverty 
in the city.

2/17/20 5pm 2:05 Newscast Immigrant families in 
Chicago are being reminded 
to know their rights now that 
the Trump administration is 
redirecting agents from a US 
Border patrol unit to 
sanctuary cities including 
Chicago.

2/19/20 6pm 2:02 Newscast The next step in revitalizing 
an important piece of 
Chicago’s past unveiled 
today as we look at the 
history of the south side’s 
Pullman Train car factory 
and how it came to be a 
national monument and 
piece of African American 
history.

2/20/20 4pm 2:58 Newscast A Chicago physicist is being 
honored for his contributions 
to science and we talk with 
him about how he’s the first 
African American scientist 
to have an equation named 
after him.

2/21/20 4pm 2:37 Newscast Matthew Cherry grew up 
here in Chicago and less 
than 2 weeks ago he won an 
Oscar and today he’s back in 
Chicago and talking with us 
about that film which 
highlights black hair.

2/21/20 430pm 2:11 Newscast We’ve celebrating Black 
History month as 2 
childhood friends are 
reunited to mark a special 
50th anniversary as they 
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were part of the Black ABC 
flashcards.

2/22/20 8am 2:10 Newscast The Chicago Children’s 
museum is making its 
exhibits more enjoyable for 
people of all abilities thanks 
to its Play for All events 
where kid with disabilities 
can experience the magic of 
the museum on their own.

2/23/20 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 minutes Newsviews Our guests were Andrea 
Zopp from World Business 
Chicago. She’s also the Co-
chair of Chicago’s Complete 
Count Committee. Also 
joining us, Linda Tortolero 
from Mujeres Latinos En 
Accion. We talked with 
them about the 2020 Census, 
why an accurate count is so 
important and the outreach 
being done to ensure that 
hard to count people are 
counted.

2/24/20 4pm 2:14 Newscast A new exhibit is on display 
at the Field Museum and 
highlights the work of the 
museum’s 1st African 
American taxidermist.

2/25/20 4pm 2:40 Newscast People are talking about a 
controversial play currently 
onstage and it has to do with 
the recent rash of officer-
involved shootings and it’s 
sparked an intense dialogue 
during Black History month.

2/27/20 4pm 2:55 Newscast A celebration of African and 
African American cultural as 
the Oak Park community is 
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coming together for a special 
performance as part of Black 
History month.

3/1/20 8am 2:41 Newscast A local organization is 
giving blind and visually 
impaired children and adults 
a chance to learn how to ski.

3/8/20 8am 2:19 Newscast Red Kite Brown Box is a 
multi-sensory adventure that 
caters to the needs of kids on 
the autism spectrum.  We 
take a look at the show that 
lets kids put their 
imagination to the test.

3/10/20 4pm 1:57 Newscast A history exhibit in 
Lombard is open and honors 
the first woman ever to vote 
here in the state of Illinois.  
She found a loophole in the 
charter for the town and 
voted before the 19th 
Amendment came to be.

3/15/20 8am 3:44 Newscast He’s a 97yo german-jewish 
immigrant scientist who escape 
Nazi Germany and did vital 
work for the Manhattan project 
and is still working today.

ECONOMY / LOCAL BUSINESS
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1/1/20 10pm 2:38 Newscast Long lines across the state on 
New Year’s Day as people 
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took advantage of the new law 
that brought recreational 
marijuana here to Illinois.  
Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of product were 
purchased today at 
dispensaries across 
Chicagoland.

1/2/20 5pm 2:18 Newscast More long lines today at 
dispensaries today as it was 
also the deadline for those 
wishing to be granted one of 
the next 75 dispensary licenses 
in the state.  We also learned 
that dispensaries brought in 
well over $3 million in one 
day.

1/3/20 430pm 2:12 Newscast Video rental stores are almost 
totally extinct. But at Odd 
Obsession Movies in Wicker 
Park, you’ll find a lot of your 
streaming services don’t offer. 

1/5/20 10pm 2:31 Newscast After more than 3 years on 
stage at the CIBC Theatre, 
Hamilton made its final curtain 
call tonight.  More than 2.6 
million people saw the 
Chicago show.

1/5/20 10pm 2:07 Newscast Recreational marijuana is in 
short supply tonight in Illinois 
as the high demand across the 
state continues.  Some shops 
are only serving medical 
patients while they wait for 
more recreational supply.

1/7/20 430pm 2:05 Newscast It’s a place where many people 
go to stop or fill their 
prescriptions as a CVS store in 
Auburn Gresham is closing.  
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It’s just another business that 
is closing in that neighborhood 
leaving people wondering 
what their options are.

1/7/20 5pm 2:13 Newscast Joliet needs a new water 
supplier and tonight the city 
council voted on a plan that 
would build a pipeline from 
Indiana to Joliet but end up 
costing residents triple what 
they currently pay in water.

1/8/20 5pm 1:59 Newscast Concern tonight that residents 
living near Chicago’s popular 
606 trail will be displaced by 
surging home prices.  The city 
is trying to stop skyrocketing 
prices of real estate there along 
the trail.

1/8/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast A week ago recreational 
marijuana went on sale legally 
in Illinois.  Business has been 
good according to several 
dispensaries saying they need 
more supply and employees.

1/14/20 4pm 2:08 Newscast American Airlines is facing a 
lawsuit from a passenger as 
that person says they received 
creepy texts from one of the 
airlines’ employees during a 
flight.

1/16/20 430pm 1:57 Newscast Love it or hate it. Malort might 
mean you're a real Chicagoan! 
This iconic drink is brutally 
bitter but also a rite of passage 
in the Windy City.

1/19/20 5am 2:11 Newscast Mom-and-Pop owned stores 
are hard to come by these days 
and Cas Hardware is one of 
them but it won’t be around for 
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much longer as they are 
closing its doors.

1/19/20 10pm 5:13 Newscast We’re focusing on the 
challenges families face while 
trying to find affordable 
housing visiting some 
neighborhoods that are 
challenged by rapid growth 
and talk with the people 
committed to finding a 
solution to get others stable 
housing.

1/20/20 5pm 4:23 Newscast Residents of the Lawndale 
neighborhood share their 
modern day struggles of 
getting a mortgage and staying 
in their homes or finding 
homes.

1/20/20 10pm 3:12 Newscast We’re looking at the 
challenges of finding 
affordable housing in the city 
and suburbs and like many 
areas facing gentrification, 
rents and home prices in 
Humboldt Park are rising 
forcing some people out.

1/21/20 6pm 1:58 Newscast A controversial medical 
sterilization company is 
shutting down its factory in 
Lake County but it’s only 
temporary until they can fix 
the emissions coming from the 
plant.

1/21/20 10pm 3:58 Newscast We’re taking another look at 
affordable housing issues in 
Chicago and how despite an 
ordinance that’s supposed to 
help create more homes for 
people that they can afford, the 
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struggle is still there.
1/22/20 6pm 2:39 Newscast As a way to handle some of 

the challenges of affordable 
housing, some solutions are 
presenting themselves 
including the option of micro-
living where small homes are 
creating big opportunities.

1/22/20 10pm 3:52 Newscast Pilsen has been called one of 
the coolest neighborhoods in 
the world but what does that 
mean for families who have 
lived there for decades as more 
and more of them can’t afford 
what it costs to stay there.

1/23/20 430pm 2:40 Newscast Imaging living in a home with 
more than a dozen other 
people.  That’s what working 
for several renters as we look 
at co-ops and how it’s helping 
some find stable housing.

1/23/20 5pm 3:20 Newscast A look at affordable housing 
solutions for seniors as Sugar 
Grove has a solution in the 
form of subsidized senior 
housing for mixed incomes.

1/23/20 6pm 2:08 Newscast The fight over the future of an 
abandoned facility in the 
suburbs as the massive 
property has been sitting 
empty for nearly a decade but 
the state won’t sell it.

1/24/20 430pm 1:57 Newscast Fat Rice is known for its 
unique plates with Asian flair 
and it’s bakery is doing just 
that making a feast for the eyes 
and taste buds.

1/24/20 6pm 2:52 Newscast We take a closer look at just a 
few of the solutions we’ve 
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given this past week that 
should give citizens hope for 
more affordable housing on the 
way.

1/28/20 5pm 2:12 Newscast Concerns tonight about 
keeping affordable housing in 
Chicago’s Woodlawn 
neighborhood as a forum 
takers place to address issues 
that residents and housing 
advocates have with the prices.

1/30/20 430pm 1:39 Newscast Golden Gloves Cuisine is the 
self-proclaimed Home of the 
Knockout Flavors and fans are 
flocking to the soul food 
restaurant.

1/30/20 430pm 1:56 Newscast A program in North Chicago is 
tearing down vacant properties 
in an effort to boost home 
values and promote safety and 
reviving communities.

1/31/20 430pm 2:19 Newscast The US government is giving 
$115 million to programs in 
Illinois that help the homeless 
and it’ll give several people 
new leases on life and get them 
started with jobs.

1/31/20 430pm 2:16 Newscast We’re heading into the biggest 
sports betting weekend of the 
year and Illinois casino 
operators are still waiting and 
watching as the state has yet to 
approve sports betting here.

2/1/20 10pm 1:51 Newscast Today marks one month since 
recreational marijuana became 
legal in Illinois and now the 
city is working to connect 
people with resources to 
benefit and get into the 
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business of selling marijuana.
2/3/20 4pm 2:05 Newscast A number of people called off 

sick from their jobs today 
being the day after the Super 
Bowl.  Whether you came in to 
work or not can have a big 
impact in the company’s 
bottom line.

2/3/20 430pm 2:34 Newscast A suburban plant being sued 
over a poisonous gas is now 
accused of giving a big payout 
to investors to dodge 
payments.

2/3/20 6pm 1:59 Newscast It was a big start to 
recreational marijuana in 
Illinois as the state is seeing 
nearly $40 million worth of 
cannabis products sold in the 
1st month of legalization.

2/7/20 430pm 1:56 Newscast Zap Props is the Midwest’s 
largest prop supplies for films, 
TV shows, and theater.  The 
warehouse is stocked with 
vintage items and we go inside 
and visit the place.

2/7/20 5pm 2:53 Newscast Dinner is being served right 
now at a popular restaurant 
that was destroyed by a fire 
more than a year ago but now 
the owners reopened keeping 
all the employees from when 
they were first forced to close.

2/10/20 5pm 2:20 Newscast Some engaged couples in the 
Chicago area are scrambling to 
find a new wedding venue as 
Noah’s Event Venue abruptly 
announced today that they 
were closing their 2 locations

2/11/20 430pm 2:11 Newscast An Illinois lawmaker wants to 
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ban drivers from pumping their 
own gas.  She says that it 
would allow for people have 
jobs that could help more 
people make some cash.

2/13/20 5pm 2:04 Newscast Some businesses in Chicago’s 
Chinatown neighborhood are 
reporting a significant drop in 
revenue because of the novel 
coronavirus concerns and they 
are reminding people to come 
out to the area and patronize 
the businesses.

2/.14/20 4pm 2:15 Newscast Plenty of people are running 
around with Valentine’s Day 
errands shopping at local 
businesses trying to get those 
last minute flowers, 
chocolates, and other surprises.

2/14/20 430pm 1:35 Newscast It’s a special Valentine’s Day 
treat for customers of one 
business as the local pizza 
shop returns their heart shaped 
pies for the day.

2/17/20 430pm 1:25 Newscast Kizin Creole serves authentic 
dishes straight from the island 
of the nation of Haiti and the 
restaurant prides itself on 
being part of that island 
nation’s community here.

2/19/20 430pm 1:38 Newscast Mickey Mouse and some of 
the Disney characters came to 
Union Station today to hype up 
Aulani which is the Hawaiian 
Disney resort and drum up 
business and tourism to the 
place.

2/19/20 5pm 2:10 Newscast A business that cares for 
seniors in their homes is the 
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subject of local and state 
complaints by former 
employees who say they were 
promised back pay but are still 
waiting to get it.

2/21/20 430pm 3:08 Newscast Made in China is now a slogan 
that’s becoming bad for 
business as products built and 
made over in that country are 
not making it out as that 
country continues to deal with 
the effects of the Novel 
Coronavirus.

2/24/20 430pm 2:21 Newscast Puerto Rico has been hit with a 
series of earthquakes that left 
thousands of people homeless 
and in the dark and a team 
from Chicago just returned 
back from the damage and 
demanding more money for 
those affected there.

2/24/20 10pm 2:34 Newscast New concerns over the Novel 
Coronavirus have investors on 
edge as it was the worst day on 
Wall St in 2 years.  It’s also 
causing sluggish business and 
xenophobia among certain 
populations here in Chicago.

2/25/20 5pm 1:59 Newscast Chicago releases a plan to 
preserve affordable housing 
for people living near the 
Obama center that’s been 
proposed for Woodlawn 
neighborhood and allow for 
people to afford to stay in their 
homes.

2/25/20 5pm 2:09 Newscast Nurses at a south side hospital 
say their safety at work is 
being jeopardized by the 
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hospital and voiced their 
concerns against their 
employers today.

2/26/20 430pm 2:03 Newscast The mayor announced a $6 
million investment program 
into the city’s west side 
encouraging development and 
commerce to that underserved 
area.

2/27/20 430pm 2:02 Newscast Bonci Pizzeria is the first 
roman style pizza place in 
Chicago and you can pick the 
size of your slice and pay 
based on how much it weighs.

2/27/20 430pm 3:16 Newscast Several local companies are 
changing the way they conduct 
business as a result of the 
Novel Coronavirus because of 
concerns over the outbreak and 
traveling people both overseas 
and here.

2/27/20 10pm 2:21 Newscast Concerns over the Novel 
Coronavirus spreading hit 
Wall Street again today with 
the dow closing down almost 
1,200 points.  It’s the biggest 
point drop ever.

2/28/20 5pm 2:11 Newscast Concerns about the virus 
continue to drive down the 
stock market as stocks made 
some late gains but the dow 
still closed down more than 
350 points today.

3/5/20 10pm 1:43 Newscast The stock market isn’t the only 
economic concern as 
conventions cancel or re-
evaluate their plans.  We 
talked with one business owner 
directly impacted by the recent 
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cancellation of a convention 
here in Chicago.

3/9/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast The coronavirus is having a 
real impact on Chicago’s 
economy with another 
convention scheduled for 
McCormick Place being 
cancelled.  It’s the latest of 
events to be scrapped and 
people in the hospitality and 
restaurant industries are 
feeling it.

3/9/20 5pm 2:28 Newscast The first bet took place today 
launching the official start of 
legal Sports Book gaming here 
in Illinois.  And it comes just 
in time for March Madness 
sports betting with the state 
hoping it brings in millions

3/9/20 430pm 2:48 Newscast Covid-19 is rocking Wall St 
today as stocks plummeted to 
record lows as fear over the 
virus were enough to shake 
investors.

3/10/20 430pm 1:47 Newscast The COVID-19 virus is getting 
in the way of people’s 
wedding plans.  It’s been really 
bad for bridal businesses as a 
huge convention where 
designers show off some of the 
bridal dresses was cancelled.

3/10/20 430pm 2:13 Newscast A fight for affordable housing 
on the city’s west side is a 
team effort as a coalition of 
residents and community 
groups are meeting to present 
their goals and strategies to 
prevent displacement.

3/13/20 430pm 2:00 Newscast Restaurants across Chicago are 
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hit hard by the pandemic as 
owners of some of the city’s 
most popular restaurants say 
they have not had a dip in sales 
like this since 9/11. 

3/14/20 10pm 2:10 Newscast If you’ve been to a grocery 
store you’ve probably seen 
something like emptied 
shelves of water, dry goods, 
and toilet paper and if you are 
quarantined there are some 
things you need and few things 
you need to do.

3/15/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast For more on the impact of 
thousands of restaurants 
closing tomorrow night and 
what you can do instead as 
well as how are the employees 
of these restaurants coping and 
surviving.

3/16/20 10pm 2:05 Newscast A lot of dark storefronts that 
normally would be filled with 
people as bars and restaurants 
in Illinois enter a forced 
shutdown.  The goal is to limit 
the potential for a person to 
unknowingly transmit the 
virus.

3/17/20 5pm 2:27 Newscast President Trump says his 
administration will introduce a 
stimulus package to give 
immediate funding for workers 
who are out of jobs as well as 
businesses during the 
pandemic.

3/18/20 4pm 2:00 Newscast Starting today, several stores 
are turning away younger 
customers when they first open 
to give seniors a chance to go 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020  Chicago

CATEGORY: ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

through their stores by 
themselves giving them early 
access to the get the materials 
and items they need from the 
grocery stores.

3/18/20 430pm 2:10 Newscast Restaurants that were forced to 
close their struggling to 
survive and businesses that 
were banking on the money 
spent while people watch 
March Madness aren’t even 
getting that. 

3/18/20 430pm 1:34 Newscast Financial help might be on the 
way for millions of Americans 
who are taking a big financial 
hit during the pandemic as 
stocks continue to drop and 
retirement plans are going out 
the window.

3/18/20 5pm 1:50 Newscast Among the thousands of 
American workers who are out 
of jobs because of the 
coronavirus are musicians and 
here in Chicago that means 
everyone from the Symphony 
Orchestra members to solo 
artists who are living from gig 
to gig.

3/19/20 430pm 2:03 Newscast This time can be especially 
challenging for people who are 
trying to say goodbye to loved 
ones that have died.  We talked 
with some funeral home 
owners who are taking certain 
steps to protect families as 
well as their own employees 
and businesses.

3/19/20 430pm 2:04 Newscast Large venues including Navy 
Pier are shut down across the 
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city and that’s putting 
thousands of union employees 
out of work.  We talked with 
some who say they are worried 
about where and when they’ll 
get their next paycheck.

3/20/20 430pm 1:46 Newscast Because of the COVID19 
outbreak, you’re getting an 
extra 3 months to file your 
taxes.  The government is 
moving tax day from April 15th 
to July 15th and we break down 
those financial benefits.

3/20/20 10pm 2:16 Newscast Grocery stores and stores like 
Costco are able to remain 
operating as we continue to see 
long lines from consumers 
looking to make purchases.  
And despite the governor 
saying that there’s a shelter in 
place this weekend, it doesn’t 
mean people need to rush out 
to the store to stock up on 
supplies.

3/23/20 430pm 1:44 Newscast While some are working from 
home others don’t have that 
choice but to show up for 
work.  That includes some 
street vendors who are still 
trying to make a profit.

3/23/20 430pm 2:06 Newscast Essential workers are on the 
front lines not only there in 
hospitals or acting as first 
responders but driving buses 
and trains, delivering your 
mail, and restocking your 
grocery shelves as we 
highlight just some of these 
workers.
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3/25/20 10pm 1:45 Newscast There’s work being done on 
Capitol Hill tonight to help the 
economy recover from this 
pandemic.  The senate is 
voting on a $2 trillion stimulus 
plan that would put money in 
some families’ pockets.  

3/25/20 5pm 2:14 Newscast Keeping healthcare workers 
and first responders safe on the 
front lines has many Illinois 
manufacturers rethinking their 
operations as now a plastics 
company was on the verge of 
laying off people last week but 
instead they are shipping out 
most of their urgent protection 
supplies to police.

3/25/20 430pm 1:58 Newscast Many people are trying to file 
for unemployment during 
these tough times and some are 
experiencing problems online.  
We have a few tips that could 
help people get those 
unemployment claims in.

3/26/20 430pm 1:28 newscast A bakery in Little Village is 
spreading positivity with their 
twist on a Mexican sweet 
bread and it’s been getting a 
lot of attention as customers 
are asking for the desserts by 
the dozen.

3/26/20 430pm 2:00 Newscast Social distancing inside stores 
can seem impossible to do 
with narrow grocery aisles and 
crush of shopping carts so how 
are some businesses putting 
measures in place to protect 
shoppers and employees inside 
many grocery stores.
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3/26/20 5pm 2:14 Newscast A pet health company is 
changing its focus during the 
pandemic as we visit the 
mobile ultra violet sanitizing 
unit being used to keep 
ambulances clean and in 
service in the fight against 
COVID19.

3/26/20 5pm 1:40 Newscast Hair salon owners and workers 
are among the millions who 
are now unemployed but there 
are still some trying to earn 
money during the pandemic 
finding ways any way possible 
to keep earning a paycheck 
and keeping businesses afloat.

3/26/20 6pm 1:51 Newscast New signs today that the 
pandemic is slowing the US 
economy as unemployment in 
America hit a record high 
today with more than 3.2 
million people filing for 
unemployment benefits.

3/27/20 10pm 2:03 Newscast The president is signing the 
stimulus relief bill and its 
welcome news to millions of 
Americans dealing with the 
economic fallout from 
COVID19. We look into how 
it’ll benefit financially families 
as well as businesses.

3/27/20 5pm 1:59 Newscast A well-known company that 
makes mens apparel says they 
have the ability to produce 
hundreds of thousands of 
masks for first responders.  But 
Hart Schaffner and Marx says 
they are running into 
roadblocks getting state 
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approval to start production.
3/27/20 5pm 1:57 Newscast Tomorrow will mark 1 week 

since the governor’s stay at 
home order went into effect 
but there’s still some confusion 
over which businesses are 
considered essential and which 
ones aren’t.

3/28/20 10pm 2:55 Newscast The outbreak has given several 
of us new terms like social 
distancing and zoom meetings 
but a lot of restaurants have 
turned their businesses upside 
side trying to be allowed to 
stay open during this time and 
converting their restaurants 
into carryout or delivery only 
to adhere with the state orders.

3/31/20 4pm 2:16 Newscast 2 industries are getting hit 
especially hard during the 
pandemic, the hospitality and 
entertainment industry.
Workers in these industries are 
struggling to make ends meet.

3/31/20 6pm 2:18 Newscast There's a wave of anxiety for 
many people today with rent 
and mortgage payments due 
tomorrow. 
Governor Pritzker has issued 
an Executive Order pausing all 
evictions from homes and 
rental units. 
We takes a look at the help 
that's available.

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS
ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV
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1/3/20 5pm 2:07 Newscast Gary’s new mayor unveiled an 
aggressive plan today to get rid 
of 10 abandoned school 
buildings in the city.  The 
shuttered schools have become 
a haven for crime.

1/6/20 6pm 2:15 Newscast A schoolteacher who’s helped 
put some talented musicians in 
the spotlight is now taking 
center stage herself and being 
honored as one of the best 
music educators in the country.

1/7/20 5pm 2:28 Newscast A call by some Illinois 
lawmakers to end the practice 
of solitary confinement in area 
schools.  A hearing was held 
today to discuss the effects it 
has on students.

1/9/20 430pm 2:08 Newscast A high school senior is taking 
campus safety to the next level 
as she’s created a database for 
170 Illinois colleges and 
universities that explores their 
college campus sex assault 
statistics.

1/10/20 430pm 1:50 Newscast A school district is going solar 
as the eco-friendly endeavor 
will help Huntley School 
District 158 save millions of 
dollars.

1/14/20 430pm 2:00 Newscast They’re using innovative ideas 
to fight the vaping epidemic as 
a group of students from 
Willowbrook HS beat out 
thousands of entries to win a 
prestigious prize.

1/14/20 5pm 2:53 Newscast Disappointment and sadness 
tonight after the Archdiocese 
of Chicago announced 5 more 
schools will close at the end of 
the school year.



1/21/20 5pm 2:32 Newscast We’re hearing from a teacher 
whose case about maternity 
leave will go before the Illinois 
Supreme Court tomorrow with 
her claiming discrimination by 
the school district she works 
for.

1/22/20 430pm 1:56 Newscast They showed off their skills in 
ballroom dancing, Latin, and 
swing dancing as we look into 
a program offered by Chicago 
Public Schools and it’s got a 
lot of students excited.

1/29/20 430pm 1:57 Newscast A new partnership between the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and 
Big Shoulders Fund will 
funnel tens of millions of 
dollars into Catholic schools 
giving them and the students 
more resources.

1/30/20 4pm 2:10 Newscast Good news for students who 
don’t do well on standardized 
tests but still want a shot at 
attending NIU as the school 
will soon no longer consider 
standardized tests for 
admission.

2/2/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast Students at Lincoln Park high 
school plan to walk out of their 
classrooms tomorrow.  This 
after CPS fired the top 
administrators and suspended 
the boys’ basketball team.

2/3/20 10pm 2:16 Newscast Students and parents packed a 
meeting tonight at a Chicago 
high school demanding 
answers into why the principal 
and assistant principal were let 
go by administrators.

2/3/20 5pm 2:20 Newscast Allegations of abuse and 
neglect against a suburban 
school district involving an 
8yo boy who has autism.  The 
parents are suing the district 
demanding answers about a 
series of alleged incidents 



involving the 2nd grader.
2/4/20 430pm 1:56 Newscast A Chicago school will be back 

open tomorrow after more than 
130 students were sent home 
sick.  Some staff at the school 
were also out sick with the 
same illnesses.

2/4/20 5pm 2:01 Newscast Questions about the future of a 
historic high school in Gary 
that has been shut down since 
last year’s polar vortex.  
School officials say so much 
work needs to be done to the 
school that they are urging 
money not be spent on the 
repairs.

2/6/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast Growing anger among parents 
tonight at Lincoln Park HS 
which is embroiled in one 
controversy after another with 
students walking out of class 
after staging a sit-in earlier in 
the day.

2/11/20 5pm 1:56 Newscast Are active shooter drills a 
good idea at schools?  Some 
educators say they want them 
to be re-evaluated saying they 
could traumatize students.

2/12/20 430pm 2:11 Newscast Students are taken away by 
ambulances after overdosing at 
school today.  There’s now an 
investigation by the school 
leaders to find out what they 
were overdosing on and how it 
got into the school.

2/13/20 430pm 2:45 Newscast NBA legend Dwyane Wade 
surprised his alma mater of 
Richards HS by coming back 
today and meeting with 
students while also showing 
off a documentary made about 
his life.

2/13/20 10pm 1:58 Newscast A suburban high school teen is 
out of ICE custody tonight 
released on bond after a long 
battle but the celebration for 



the student isn’t over just yet 
as she tries to finish high 
school.

2/20/20 4pm 1:30 Newscast A social media threat cancels 
classes at a suburban school 
and the threats were made on 
snapchat.  The school officials 
are talking with  us about the 
inciden.t

2/26/20 430pm 1:41 Newscast A new shakeup at Lincoln 
Park HS as another educator 
has been dismissed for 
allegedly having inappropriate 
contact with a student.  Parents 
of the school brought their 
complaints to the school board 
meeting today.

3/4/20 5pm 2:13 Newscast A formal complaint filed today 
calls the Chicago Board of 
Education’s vote to replace 
Columbus Day with 
Indigenous Peoples Day 
illegal.

3/4/20 6pm 2:21 Newscast City officials looking to calm 
fears over the COVID 19 virus 
as Chicago public school 
officials are reaching out to 
parents and setting up 
guidelines for what they 
should do with their kids and 
how they will respond to sick 
kids in schools.

3/10/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast Lombard District 44 is closing 
all 8 of its schools tomorrow 
for a deep cleaning over 
exposure concerns at one of 
the schools.  In Chicago, 
several other schools remain 
closed from COVID-19 
concerns and universities are 
making preparations as well in 
case they need to close.

3/12/20 6pm 2:07 Newscast While there are no plans to 
close schools statewide, 
thousands of students are being 
kept home in the Chicago area 



but at some schools teachers 
are struggling to get cleaning 
supplies.

3/13/20 6pm 1:35 Newscast As many school districts 
around the area move to 
extended school closures most 
say they’ll be using e-learning 
to teach students.  We look at 
what that means and will it 
work.

3/13/20 10pm 2:19 Newscast Word of school closures came 
as dozens of districts across 
the area had already decided to 
close their buildings for weeks 
but tonight many parents are 
scrambling to figure out child 
care as CPS is now closing its 
doors.

3/16/20 10pm 2:03 Newscast Chicago schools kids leaving 
class this afternoon won’t 
return until at least March 30th 
as a statewide closure of all 
schools takes effect tomorrow.  

3/17/20 5pm 1:55 Newscast College students throughout 
the country are finishing out 
the semester by taking classes 
online.  We talked with some 
students and families dealing 
with e-learning and the 
changes with higher education.

3/17/20 4pm 1:50 Newscast Today is the first day of school 
for students across the country 
who are doing their lessons 
online.  The state closed all the 
schools so thousands of 
students are learning from 
home and spend time with one 
elementary school family on 
how they are coping.

3/20/20 430pm 1:46 Newscast It’s Match Day and for many 
medical students the day is 
usually filled with celebrations 
but this time students are 
getting the news of where they 
will be doing their residency’s 
in a new high tech way and 



getting some early experience 
as well. 

3/23/20 5pm 1:45 Newscast State health officials are 
looking at options if a large 
scale outbreak in the area 
causes a shortage of hospital 
beds.  Elgin school district 
U46 says they have some open 
space that they can offer up to 
the hospital system in empty 
classrooms and other school 
buildings.

3/24/20 430pm 2:32 Newscast If you’re a parent you might be 
worried about the possible 
impact on your child’s 
education during the lockdown 
with schools being closed.  But 
the internet is wide open with 
e-learning options for your 
family.

3/25/20 4pm 1:31 Newscast Since their students can’t come 
to them, teachers and staff in 
Lockport organized a drive-by 
parade and went to their 
students.  There were a lot of 
smiles on the students’ faces.

3/27/20 4pm 2:23 Newscast The University of Chicago like 
many schools has had to make 
some major changes in the 
wake of COVID19 and its 
hitting the student body hard.  
But some students there are 
now coming to the aid or their 
peers and helping them out in 
ways that they can.

3/30/20 10pm 2:05 Newscast The Chicago public school 
district says that it will 
distribute 100,000 electronic 
devices to students for e-
learning.  The move comes as 
the district approaches its 
spring break with schools still 
closed because of the 
pandemic.
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1/2020-3/2020 Various :15;:30;1:00 PSA RECYCLING/AD COUNCIL
Encourages people to recycle 
materials so these materials can 
be reused.

1/5/20 10pm 1:37 Newscast Firefighters in Australia are 
taking advantage of the easing 
weather conditions this 
weekend as they battle 
devastating wildfires.

1/7/20 10pm 2:04 Newscast Thousands of people still don’t 
have power tonight after a 
second strong earthquake hit 
part of the island.  We talk with 
more people leaving and 
coming back to Chicago about 
what it was like.

1/8/20 10pm 2:01 Newscast A young boy walking in the 
park was bitten by a coyote.  
The attack comes on the heels 
of several recent coyote 
sightings on the north side.

1/9/20 5pm 2:00 Newscast Power is expected to be 
restored in the coming days to 
an estimated 1 million people 
after a powerful earthquake 
killed 1 person and injured 9 
others in Puerto Rico.

1/9/20 10pm 2:27 Newscast There’s been another coyote 
sighting and video we have 
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obtained show where Animal 
Care and Control were trying 
to capture the coyote.

1/10/20 430pm 2:09 Newscast A little more than 24 hours 
after 2 reported coyote attacks 
in Chicago, city officials 
believe they have captured that 
same coyote.  But what’s 
leading to this abnormal 
behavior from them.

1/10/20 10pm 6:36 Newscast A winter storm moves into the 
Chicago area and for some it’ll 
be the 1st significant weather 
event of what’s been a 
relatively mild season.

1/12/20 10pm 3:32 Newscast The weather tonight and winter 
weather advisory for all of the 
Chicagoland area could make 
things tricky for the morning 
commute. The new round of 
winter weather comes as 
families are cleaning up from 
yesterday’s storms with the 
lakefront the hardest hit.

1/11/20 10pm 4:32 Newscast Big waves are causing some 
dangerous conditions on Lake 
Michigan and along the 
lakefront.  Snow is moving out 
but not before dropping a few 
inches.

1/13/20 5pm 2:05 Newscast 10 years ago a catastrophic 
earthquake hit Haiti.  The 
powerful quake killed 200,000 
people and tonight we hear 
from a family who was there 
when it struck.

1/13/20 6pm 2:18 Newscast Today was a day of cleaning 
up all the damage along 
Chicago’s lakefront caused by 
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the weekend storms.  High 
winds created big waves on a 
lake that’s already much higher 
than usual.

1/16/20 4pm 2:15 Newscast Chicago is using a new method 
to replace sewage pipes that 
doesn't require crews to cut 
down trees. It's a pilot program 
that's happening right now in 
the city's Andersonville 
neighborhood.

1/16/20 5pm 2:18 Newscast 2 beaches on Chicago's far 
north side are gone wiped out 
by high lake levels and a series 
of storms including last 
weekend's strong winds and 
high waves. City officials say 
Rogers Beach and Howard 
Beach are no longer 
salvageable and will be 
replaced with rock.

1/17/20 10pm 5:33 Newscast A winter storm makes a mess 
of the Chicago area as 
conditions have only worsen 
for drivers on the roadways but 
that snowfall today will turn to 
ice tomorrow causing 
shoveling even more of a 
problem.

1/26/20 5am 3:57 Newscast An organic farm in Michigan is 
giving new meaning to farm to 
table dinners as we check out 
how this is operating during 
the winter.

1/31/20 430pm 2:18 Newscast The stretch of sunless days 
may have given some people 
the winter blues as we share 
some tips on how people can 
deal with gloomy moods amid 
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the poor dreary weather.
2/5/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast The water levels of Lake 

Michigan are at a new monthly 
record high topping levels set 
in January 30 years ago and 
creating more erosion on the 
shoreline.

2/5/20 6pm 1:59 Newscast The city of Chicago is looking to 
take a big step toward reducing its 
carbon footprint.  The mayor is 
vowing to keep the commitment 
to reduce greenhouse gases by 
28% since 2005 and they’re more 
than halfway there.

2/5/20 10pm 2:18 Newscast The snow is coming down 
across the area tonight making 
for dangerous conditions in 
some spots.  The snowfall will 
get to be 3-6 inches in some 
areas for people to dig 
themselves out.

2/7/20 430pm 2:13 Newscast A declaration of emergency, 
Illinois leaders are sounding 
the alarm about the damage to 
the Lake Michigan shoreline 
and what’s needed to help it.

2/10/20 6pm 1:59 Newscast New action to protect the city’s 
shoreline from the rising Lake 
Michigan.  Just last week the 
city and state issues a 
declaration of emergency but 
now authorities are taking that 
message further to protect the 
lakefront.

2/12/20 10pm 1:52 Newscast Snow is coming down in 
buckets tonight as we expect 3-
6 inches in some parts and 
we’re tracking how people are 
dealing with it.

2/25/20 6pm 2:00 Newscast Along the lake once again high 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020  Chicago

CATEGORY: ENVIRONMENT
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

winds are creating waves and 
pounding areas that previous 
storms forced part of the bike 
path and beaches to close and 
we’re monitoring how its 
taking place today.

2/25/20 10pm 1:53 Newscast The snow is falling and hitting 
parts of the area right now and 
we are checking on conditions 
out on the road and how people 
are battling against the 
weather.

3/3/20 5pm 1:56 Newscast This is severe weather 
preparedness week in Illinois 
and with tornadoes happening 
this early in the year in area we 
provide some info people need 
to know.

3/3/20 10pm 2:12 Newscast Nearly 24 hours after 
devastating tornado outbreak in 
Tennessee there are still people 
who are unaccounted for with 
the death toll around 24 people.  

3/6/20 10pm 2:10 Newscast A closer look at the extent of 
erosion along a particular part 
of the lakefront as high waves 
all day battered that area and 
pummeled Chicago’s lakefront 
yet again.

3/26/20 6pm 2:26 Newscast The city is calling out people 
not practicing social distancing 
so they have decided to shut 
down parks, the lakefront, and 
walking trails to keep from 
people using these open spaces 
of land.
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1/28/20 430pm 2:32 Newscast A group meeting took place 
today among community groups 
and activists and police setting 
goals to reducing gun violence 
in Chicago by 20% and getting 
more guns off the streets.
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ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020 Chicago

CATEGORY: HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

1/17/2020 Various 1:00 PSA SUICIDE PREVENTION /AD 
COUNCIL

Bringing awareness to suicide 
prevention

1/2020-3/2020 Various :30 PSA AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
PEDIATRICS is dedicated to the 
health of children and promotes 

healthy beverage options and 
suicide outreach and prevention.

1/2020 Various :10,:15,:20 PSA AMERICAN RED CROSS/ 
BLOOD DRIVE 2020

Encourages blood donation and 
supporting the efforts of the Red 

Cross
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1/2020-3/2020 Various :15,:30 PSA DRUG FREE AMERICA
which encourages families to 

discuss with their youth 
substance use, addiction, 
prevention, and recovery 

practices. It seeks to empower 
families with the most current 
science based information to 
guide them in having these 

conversations.

2/2020 Various :10;:15 PSA GO RED
AMERICAN HEART 

ASSOCIATION-GO RED FOR 
WOMEN promoting heart health 

and the fight against heart 
disease in women

3/2020 Various :30 PSA AMERICAN HEART 
ASSOCIATION brings 

awareness to heart disease, 
stroke, high blood pressure, 
diabetes, and mental health 

associated with these conditions.
3/2020 Various :15;:30 PSA CORONAVIRUS CONCERNS

Encourages COVID -19 
prevention and awareness like 

staying at home and staying safe.
3/2020 Various :10;:15;:20 PSA NATIONAL MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS SOCIETY/WALK 
MS a walk to bring awareness 
about MS, raise funds, foster 

community bonds, and to teach 
about services and support 
offered by the National MS 

Society.
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3/2020 Various :20;:30 PSA STAY HOME/AD COUNCIL
Promoting staying at home to 

protect and prevent exposure to 
COVID 19

1/12/20 9:45 am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Celena Roldan 
the CEO of the American Red 
Cross of Chicago & Northern 
Illinois and Dr. A. Kyle Mack 

with Lurie Children’s Hospital.  
We spoke with them ahead of the 

Great Chicago Blood Drive 
about the need for blood, how to 

donate, etc.
1/1/20 4pm 3:10 Newscast An organization in Evanston 

helps people overcome their 
health challenges and decrease 
anxiety.  They do this by using 

creative arts.
1/6/20 4pm 2:45 Newscast You can help save a life by 

rolling up your sleeve and 
donating blood at this year’s 

Great Chicago Blood Drive.  We 
are a week away from it and 
spotlight the health story of a 

little girl helped by transfusions.
1/8/20 4pm 2:22 Newscast Flu activity is currently high in 

the Chicago area and across the 
nation.  The flu season is on 

track to be one of the worst in 
decades.

1/8/20 4pm 2:59 Newscast We’re just 1 week away from the 
Great Chicago Blood Drive and 
blood supplies usually drop over 

the holidays and one woman 
know that critical need all too 

well saying donations saved her 
life.

1/9/20 430pm 2:26 Newscast Emergency rooms across the 
Chicago area are seeing a spike 
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in visits relating to legalized 
marijuana.  We talk with some 

ERs about what they are 
responding to exactly.

1/9/20 5pm 2:36 Newscast The Red Cross Bloodmobile is 
traveling the area to give you a 
chance to roll up your sleeves 

and donate blood.
1/9/20 10pm 2:26 Newscast A health alert tonight as the 

city’s health department reports 
that a child has died from the flu.  

That news comes as the CDC 
reports an uptick in cases.

1/10/20 4pm 2:07 Newscast A mother talked with us about 
what she needed to save her life 
and it was mostly through blood 

donations and getting certain 
platelets found in blood.

1/13/20 4pm 1:17 Newscast Overcoming the odds as one man 
is fulfilling his dreams while 

battling a debilitating disease but 
yet breaking down certain 
barriers in front of him.

1/14/20 4pm 2:18 Newscast Tomorrow is the Great 
ABC7Chicago Blood Drive and 

that gift of life is one of the 
reasons a local woman is alive to 

tell her story today.
1/15/20 10pm 1:39 Newscast A huge turnout today across the 

area for the ABC7 Great Chicago 
Blood Drive.  It’s the largest 1-

day Red Cross blood drive in the 
country.

1/20/20 5pm 2:13 Newscast Not everything has been running 
smoothly since recreational 
marijuana became legal and 

some medical marijuana patients 
are citing trouble getting the 
items they need to treat their 
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medical conditions.
1/21/20 10pm 2:54 Newscast Growing concerns about the 

spread of the Corona virus as 
airports are starting to screen 

passengers closer with the help 
of federal health authorities.

1/22/20 430pm 1:47 Newscast It’s been 3 weeks since 
recreational pot became legal in 

Illinois but since then there’s 
been a jump in people filling out 
medical marijuana applications 

and we look into why.
1/22/20 10pm 2:08 Newscast Workers are Ohare spotted 

wearing medical masks as 
screening of passengers arriving 

from China is underway and 
trying to stop the virus from 

spreading further.
1/23/20 430pm 1:47 Newscast 4 hospitals in Chicago are 

combining to form a new 
hospital system that they say will 

expand access to preventative 
care while providing jobs and 

training.
1/23/20 6pm 2:16 Newscast New concerns over the 

coronavirus in the US tonight 
over another potential case of 

sometimes deadly virus.
1/24/20 10pm 2:55 Newscast More on the Chicago woman 

diagnosed with coronavirus as 
her case is only the 2nd confirmed 

in the US.
1/28/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast Late word tonight of a new 

possible case of Coronavirus in 
Northwest Indiana.  Health 

officials say that potential case in 
Porter County and we’re learned 
that health officials in DuPage 

County are in contact with 
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people who might have been 
exposed.

1/29/20 4pm 1:40 Newscast The CEO of a suburban company 
is buying a Super Bowl ad to 

support canine cancer research 
saying doctors at one hospital 

were able to save the life of his 
dog.

1/29/20 10pm 2:30 Newscast Concerns over the coronavirus as 
health officials here talk about 

monitoring people who have had 
contact with a Chicago woman 

who has the virus.
1/30/20 10pm 3:23 Newscast Breaking news as the first human 

to human transmission of 
Coronavirus in the US is right 
here in the Chicago area.  The 

husband of the woman first 
reported to have it is now being 

treated himself.
1/31/20 10pm 3:57 Newscast The US is declaring a public 

health emergency in response to 
the growing threat of the 
coronavirus and today an 

alarming revelation from doctors 
that the virus can be spread 

quickly.
2/2/20 9:45 am 10-12 

minutes
Newsviews Our guests were Lynne Braun, 

professor emerita at Rush 
University and Victoria Hastings 

a heart disease survivor and 
volunteer with the American 

Heart Association. We spoke to 
them at the start of American 

Heart Month about the particular 
risks to women. And Victoria 

shared her story
2/3/20 430pm 2:17 Newscast Experts are now warning that the 

health emergency of the 
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coronavirus is likely to become a 
pandemic as there are 11 cases in 

the US.
2/5/20 4pm 2:43 Newscast The latest confirmed case of 

coronavirus in the US is now in 
Wisconsin and the 12th case.  

We’re also learning more about 
the containment procedures that 

one local hospital here has.
2/5/20 430pm 2:09 Newscast An investigation underway at an 

assisted living facility as health 
officials in the suburbs say there 

are 3 cases of Legionnaires 
disease there and one of those 

people died.
2/7/20 5pm 2:33 Newscast A husband and wife from 

Chicago are treated for the 
coronavirus and have now been 
released from the hospital.  The 
husband became the first person 
in the US to become infected by 

human to human contact.
2/9/20 10pm 2:12 Newscast Tonight people around the world 

are remembering the doctor who 
first put out warnings about the 

coronavirus.  One of those 
memorials is happening here at 
the Chicago Chinese consulate.

2/10/20 430pm 2:29 Newscast A new warning in the fight 
against the flu as health officials 
now reporting that cases are up 

in Illinois.
2/11/20 430pm 2:17 Newscast Illinois is now leading the nation 

in testing for the Novel 
Coronavirus that’s spreading 

around the world.  It’s the only 
state that can test for the deadly 

disease on its own.
2/13/20 430pm 2:05 Newscast The flu has been hitting many 
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people hard this year including 
some of our own co-workers.  

Trying to fight through it though 
isn’t always the best idea.

2/17/20 10pm 1:41 Newscast A man from Evanston is stuck in 
China because he’s in an area 

that has become part of the 
epicenter of the Wuhan novel 

coronavirus and he has no idea 
when he’ll be able to get back 

home.
2/24/20 5pm 1:58 Newscast A woman is battling a rare blood 

cancer and her friends and family 
are trying to put together a blood 

drive in her honor.
2/25/20 4pm 2:23 Newscast A new warning from the CDC 

about the novel coronavirus as 
health authorities now say 

they’re expecting a wider spread 
of the coronavirus in the US and 
they are preparing for a potential 

pandemic.
2/26/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast President Trump announced that 

he is putting his vice president in 
charge of the federal response to 
the novel coronavirus outbreak 

and hopes to contain it.
2/28/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast There are new details in the 

efforts to contain COVID 19 as a 
new case is reported in California 

and they didn’t get it through 
travel or exposure from someone 

who has it.
2/29/20 10pm 3:39 Newscast Another case of COVID19 in 

Cook County as the state and 
county health departments 
confirmed the positive test 

tonight but haven’t released any 
details about the patient.
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3/2/20 10pm 6:00 Newscast There are now 4 cases and a 
possible 5th of COVID 19 as 
more and more cases spread 

across the US.  Pharmaceutical 
companies are working to come 

up with a vaccine.
3/3/20 430pm 2:27 Newscast The government says 1 million 

people could be tested for the 
COVID 19 by the end of the 

week.  One local hospital now 
has a high tech way for 

physicians to speak to patients 
and go through a set of questions 
to find out if the person might be 

a suspected case without even 
setting foot in the hospital.

3/3/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast Scientists at Argonne are 
mapping out coronavirus proteins 
hoping that by tracking research 

from it can help speed up the 
process for a COVID 19 

treatment.
3/3/20 10pm 2:30 Newscast The test results on the 5th 

possible COVID 19 case for the 
patient at UChicago came back 

negative.  There have been 9 
deaths confirmed in the US.

3/4/20 10pm 2:46 Newscast Chicago officials are working to 
calm fears here as 2 more 

residents from the Illinois are 
being tested for COVID 19 virus 
and more and more local events 

are being cancelled as police 
worried about catching it.

3/5/20 10pm 4:10 Newscast A new case of COVID 19 virus 
and it’s a young man in his 20s 

in isolation at Rush hospital.  His 
case comes as we heard from a 
man who was one of the first 
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Illinois cases of the coronavirus.
3/5/20 5pm 2:08 Newscast The elderly are at an increased 

risk if exposed to coronavirus as 
nursing homes and assisted 

living facilities in our area are 
taking steps to keep residents and 
staff members safe and healthy.

3/6/20 10pm 3:42 Newscast A Chicago Public School 
employee is presumptively the 
6th case of COVID 19 here in 

Illinois.  Health officials say that 
she recently took a cruise on the 

same ship that is now 
quarantined.

3/7/20 10pm 3:30 Newscast COVID 19 has claimed 19 lives 
in the US and many of the deaths 
coming from a nursing home in 
Washington State.  We talk with 
parents of kids whose school will 
now be shut down as a result of a 

teacher at Vaughn having the 
virus.

3/8/20 10pm 4:54 Newscast There are now 7 cases of COVID 
19 here in Illinois, all locally 

here in Cook County.  There are 
also now 2 cases in Indiana right 
over our border and tonight we 

have just learned of a 
presumptive positive test 

involving a person who traveled 
on an Amtrak train through 
Chicago and Union Station.

3/9/20 10pm 3:43 Newscast Illinois has 4 new cases of 
COVID 19 as the governor of the 

state issued a disaster 
proclamation which is the 

equivalent to a state of 
emergency.

3/9/20 5pm 2:32 Newscast 9 patients of a now dead doctor 
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have learned that they were never 
vaccinated.  It comes one month 
after the sheriff revealed that the 

doctor left a suicide note 
suggesting he was opposed to 

vaccinating children.
3/9/20 4pm 1:53 Newscast Investors aren’t the only ones 

concerned about COVID 19 as 
the fear of the unknown is 

putting many people on edge.  
We look into how they are 
dealing with the anxiety.

3/10/20 10pm 2:24 Newscast New developments in the 
COVID-19 virus here in Illinois 
as the state says there are 8 new 
cases in the Chicagoland area 
including the firsts outside of 

Cook County.
3/10/20 4pm 2:15 Newscast From Ireland to Boston the 

coronavirus is shutting down St 
Patrick’s Day parades but so far 
Chicago’s 2 big parades are still 

scheduled to take place this 
weekend.

3/11/20 5pm 2:31 Newscast Concerns about the virus are also 
impacting preparations for 
Tuesday’s primary here in 
Illinois. More than 2 dozen 
voting locations have to be 

moved and there’s a big push to 
get people to vote by mail.

3/11/20 430pm 2:16 Newscast If there were questions before, 
there’s a deluge now that COVID 
19 has been declared a pandemic 
and we hosted a Facebook forum 

to get your questions and took 
some of the most frequent ones 
to an infectious disease expert.

3/11/20 430pm 2:13 Newscast The health department reveals 6 
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new cases in Illinois of COVID 
19 bringing the total to 25 and 
one nursing home is restricting 

access of outsiders to keep 
seniors safe and healthy.

3/11/20 6pm 1:58 Newscast One of today’s big headlines was 
the popular tradition of St 

Patrick’s Day parade and the 
south side Irish parades being 

cancelled over worries about the 
coronavirus and keeping it from 

spreading.
3/11/20 10pm 2:23 Newscast The NBA announced that its 

suspending the season after a 
Utah Jazz player tested positive 
for COVID 19.  The decision is 
being discussed with Bulls fans 

tonight.
3/11/20 10pm 4:18 Newscast President Trump addressed the 

nation 2 hours ago announcing a 
travel ban on all flights coming 

from Europe except the UK.  The 
WHO also announced the 

outbreak a global pandemic.
3/12/20 10pm 2:56 Newscast 7 new cases of COVID 19 in the 

Chicago area and one of them is 
the first child diagnosed with the 
statewide total now at 32.  Health 

officials laid out strict new 
guidelines when it comes to 

events and crowds.
3/12/20 10pm 2:14 Newscast The new guidelines from the 

state have venues like theaters 
cancelling events, the zoo has 
closed, and other events are 

cancelling because of crowd size 
limitations.

3/12/20 5pm 2:05 Newscast Cleaning companies are helping 
businesses and schools clean and 
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disinfect because of the COVID 
19 pandemic.  We spend time 

with one company who shows us 
how they conduct their job.

3/12/20 430pm 2:04 Newscast Today marks the first day of the 
2020 census and state officials 

are urging people to complete it 
online as the COVID 19 outbreak 
continues to limit workers from 

having to come to your door.
3/12/20 4pm 2:00 Newscast As more people across the 

country test positive for COVID 
19, those experiencing 

homelessness may be among the 
most vulnerable to contract the 

virus.
3/13/20 10pm 2:38 Newscast The governor has ordered the 

closure of all public and private 
schools statewide as a way to 

deal with the COVID 19 
pandemic.  Health officials also 

announced today 14 new cases in 
the state.

3/14/20 10pm 2:50 Newscast Right now in Illinois there are 66 
cases of COVID 19 including 2 

new cases tonight as the 
governor is urging people to stay 
indoors and away from crowds 
and people as a way to try and 

slow the curve.
3/14/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast As lawmakers and health 

officials urge people to stay 
indoors during this pandemic 
people are not listening to the 

doctors and still going to 
restaurants and bars and 

celebrating St Patrick’s Day with 
health officials worried that they 

are too close to each other.



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020 Chicago

CATEGORY: HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

3/15/20 5pm 2:05 Newscast There are some Americans stuck 
in Europe unable to leave the 

country because they are 
quarantined and that includes one 
woman from Chicago riding out 

the pandemic in Venice.
3/15/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast America’s hospitals are bracing 

for potentially overwhelming 
surge of patients as health care 

workers are worried about a 
shortage of supplies especially 

face masks.
3/15/20 10pm 4:13 Newscast The governor and health officials 

today ordered the closure of all 
restaurants and bars in the state 

of Illinois to close starting 
tomorrow to reduce the spread of 
COVID 19 and only drive-thru 
and delivery services will be 

allowed.
3/16/20 10pm 2:55 Newscast The number of cases in Illinois 

rises by 12 bringing the total 
number to 105.  No deaths in 

Illinois are yet linked to the virus 
but that’s not the case right over 

the border in Indiana.
3/17/20 10pm 5:15 Newscast The first COVID-19 death was 

announced today for the state of 
Illinois.  This news come as state 
officials announced a total of 160 
cases statewide.  The death came 
from a nursing home in DuPage 

County.
3/17/20 6pm 1:37 Newscast Your help is needed now more 

than ever to help a critical blood 
drive shortage nationwide as 
many large scale drives have 

been cancelled but community 
ones are still up and running.
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3/18/20 10pm 3:40 Newscast The number of COVID-19 cases 
in Illinois now nears 300 with 

128 new cases announced today.  
Meanwhile, the Village of Oak 

Park is issuing their own 
“shelter-in-place” order that will 
start on Friday for residents there 
in that town. Also the number of 
cases at a Willowbrook nursing 

home have increased by 2 dozen.
3/18/20 10pm 1:54 Newscast One of the Indiana cases is the 

wife of a Hobart pastor and she’s 
in critical condition.  The pastor 
is under quarantine himself as 
she talks about being unable to 

visit his very sick wife.
3/18/20 5pm 2:19 Newscast We already knew about some 

sick patients diagnosed with 
COVID-19 at the Willowbrook 

senior home but now we are 
getting word of another facility 
this time in Evanston that has 

one confirmed case.
3/18/20 430pm 1:55 Newscast Doctors and nurses are under the 

ultimate stress test.  They’re 
working both inside and outside 
of hospitals to treat an increasing 
number of patients but how are 

they trying to stay calm and deal 
with their own stress?

3/19/20 5pm 1:55 Newscast Cases of COVID19 are being 
seen in more nursing homes in 
the Chicagoland area.  We look 
at one facility and how certain 
steps they took to be proactive 
still brought them a confirmed 

case involving a resident.
3/19/20 10pm 5:34 Newscast Mayor Lightfoot addressed the 

City of Chicago just hours after 
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the state and governor joined 
health officials saying that 

there’s 3 more deaths with the 
number of statewide cases over 

400.  The mayor is announcing a 
public health order telling 

anyone who is sick to stay home 
and can’t leave their house.  

Today also was the first full day 
that the Village of Oak Park had 
their shelter in place order take 
effect as residents need to be 

explained what this truly means 
for them.

3/20/20 10pm 5:10 Newscast A stay at home order was issued 
by Governor Pritzker today with 
it taking effect tomorrow at 5pm 

covering the entire state of 
Illinois.  That order coming just 
minutes before health officials 
announced yet another death 

from COVID19 and now 
statewide cases almost 600.  

We’re also hearing from people 
who are fighting and living with 
the virus and what it’s like for 

them.
3/20/20 6pm 1:57 Newscast Life in the US for now and for 

the next several weeks is 
something like most Americans 
have never seen or experienced 
so how are people dealing with 
the lifestyle changes and how is 

it impacting now only their 
physical health but mental health.

3/21/20 10pm 6:30 Newscast The cases of COVID19 
continues to increase at an 

incredible rate with around 200 
new cases just today and several 
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more deaths being announced by 
health officials.  It comes the 

same day of the first 
quarantine/stay at home order 

issued by the governor with only 
essential businesses and services 

still running.
3/22/20 8am 3:29 Newscast Fitness centers around the 

country are shut down because of 
COVID19 and it has many 

people turning to social media 
and virtual classes to try and get 

their workouts in during the 
shelter in stay orders.

3/22/20 8:45am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was Dr. Irfan Hafiz an 
infectious disease specialist from 

Northwestern Medicine. He 
answered questions about Covid-
19 such as the symptoms, efforts 

to flatten the curve, etc.
3/22/20 10pm 6:32 Newscast There are now at least over 1,000 

cases in Illinois of COVID19 and 
among the new cases is an infant.  
There’s also an urgent call from 
health officials asking for more 
medical supplies saying there’s 
not enough for first responders 
and more is needed from the 

federal government.
3/23/20 10pm 4:48 Newscast Another urgent call from the 

state and health officials for more 
supplies to protect the first 
responders.  It comes as the 

number of cases jumps and now 
standing at 12 deaths.  We talk 

with more people who are 
experiencing the virus and also 

focus on the state of Indiana 
which had their governor enact a 
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shelter in place order for that 
neighboring state and trying to 
limit people from spreading the 

virus from border to border.
3/24/20 4pm 2:12 Newscast A Chicago area man has a 

warning for everyone about 
COVID19 as he describes his 
symptoms to his stay in the 

hospital and how he’s trying to 
recover.

3/24/20 430pm 2:19 Newscast A nurse who used to work at 
Northwestern hospital is suing 
her former employer claiming 

that she was fired after warning 
coworkers that masks that the 

hospital provided did not 
adequately protect staff against 

COVID19.
3/24/20 5pm 2:04 Newscast The stay at home order is causing 

concerns for people dealing with 
addiction.  Isolation makes it 

hard if not impossible to undergo 
treatment and counseling which 
is something that people in these 

programs need.
3/24/20 10pm Newscast There’s a rush by local and state 

leaders to prepare for a worst 
case scenario.  The governor 

announce new action to increase 
hospital and testing capacity and 

it all comes as the number of 
cases with deaths rises to 16 with 

another one of those deaths 
coming from a suburban nursing 

home.
3/25/20 4pm 1:47 Newscast Despite the weather being nice 

today and people wanting to 
come out of their quarantines, 
Mayor Lightfoot says people 
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can’t come out to the parks as 
they need to continue to keep the 
social distancing going and slow 

down the curve of the virus in 
order to keep people healthy.

3/25/20 10pm 6:40 Newscast A warning by the mayor that 
officers are enforcing the stay at 

home order by clearing out 
people congregating tonight 
particularly on the lakefront.  

This comes as more CPD officers 
have contracted COVID19 as 
well as a resident of a nursing 

facility in Evanston being one of 
the latest casualties of this virus.

3/26/20 6pm 1:59 Newscast Rush Medical center is preparing 
for more potential patients as 
they undergo a transformation 

and within days the main lobby 
of the hospital will becoming 

serviceable as a low grade 
emergency room.

3/26/20 10pm 2:05 Newscast The high number of COVID 19 
positives is why local hospitals 

are preparing for the worst as the 
city says the city alone could see 

40,000 hospitalizations and 
there’s a desperate search to see 
what other buildings around the 

city could be turned into 
hospitals with extra beds.

3/26/20 10pm 2:56 Newscast The mayor and the governor 
shared their frustrations today as 
people continue to ignore their 

orders statewide and citywide to 
stay at home and shelter in place 
as they try and slow the number 

of new COVID 19 patients.  
Today it was announced that we 
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have another 12 deaths and 
almost 700 new cases.

3/27/20 10pm 1:48 Newscast A neighborhood has found a safe 
way to work out together while 
still following the stay at home 
order.  Their new routine allows 
them to stay active and stay apart 
while doing exercises outside on 

their driveways.
3/27/20 10pm 3:05 Newscast Illinois sees its biggest jump in 

deaths since the crisis began and 
the state officials says we should 
prepare for the worst as more and 
more people are getting sick by 

the day and testing positive.
3/27/20 430pm 2:07 Newscast As people are being urged to stay 

home and stop the spread of 
COVID19, there are concerns for 
domestic violence victims who 
could be quarantined with their 

abusers.
3/27/20 430pm 1:43 Newscast A cluster of COVID 19 cases has 

emerged from a suburban church 
as more than a dozen people are 

now sick after a service in 
Glenview and there are concerns 
others may have been infected as 

well.
3/28/20 10pm 1:45 Newscast The state is working with federal 

resources on a $75 million 
project to treat COVID 19 

patients at McCormick Place as 
we go over the plans and talk 

with the Army Corp of Engineers 
on how those plans will come 

about.
3/28/20 10pm 1:45 Newscast The mayor and police chief in 

Aurora have both tested positive 
for COVID19.  Neither has 
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needed to be hospitalized but 
they are quarantining themselves 

and trying to run the city from 
home and stop it from spreading.

3/28/20 10pm 3:45 Newscast Illinois just reported the first 
death globally in an infant who 
tested positive for COVID19.  

The infant was from Chicago and 
there are now more than 35,000 

cases in Illinois alone.
3/29/20 8:45 am 10-12 

minutes
Newsviews Our guest was Dr. Dino Rumoro 

the head of emergency medicine 
at Rush University Medical 

Center. He talked about how his 
hospital is preparing for a 

possible surge in patients and 
how they are separating Covid-
19 patients from people coming 
to the hospital for routine care.

3/29/20 10pm 1:15 Newscast The governor is making it a top 
priority to make sure more 

people with serious symptoms 
get tested for COVID19 and we 
look at one testing site that just 

expanded this weekend and how 
the operations are going for not 

only the workers but the patients.
3/29/20 10pm 2:50 Newscast The grandparents of a Chicago 

Bulls star is among those sick 
passengers stuck on a cruise ship 
right now.  The Holland America 
left Argentina earlier this month 

and now not being allowed to 
dock anywhere out of fear of the 

virus moving.
3/29/20 10pm 4:10 Newscast President Trump says we must 

social distance for at least 
another month.  This comes as 

the deaths in the US from 
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COVID 19 are expected to peak 
in 2 weeks with one expert 

saying that it could top 100,000 
people.

3/30/20 10PM 2:42 Newscast The state is ramping up for what 
it calls the apex of COVID19 

cases still to come turning places 
into makeshift hospitals and it 
comes as the number of state 

cases passed the 5,000 mark with 
73 people now dead.

3/30/20 6pm 1:55 Newscast There’s growing concern about 
an outbreak of cases at the 

Westchester health and rehab 
center as at least 11 people have 
tested positive and talk with a 
nurse who’s among those who 

have COVID19.
3/30/20 5pm 2:29 Newscast As the number of cases rises 

there’s an urgent call by health 
officials asking for retired 

healthcare workers to volunteer 
in the fight against COVID 19 
and come out of retirement to 
help those on the frontlines.

3/30/20 430pm 2:15 Newscast Suicide prevention groups are 
seeing an uptick in calls during 
this pandemic and those experts 
want to remind you that help is 
available while we all deal with 

these tough times.
3/31/20 10pm 4:44 Newscast The statewide "stay at home" 

order across Illinois will now last 
through at least April 30th. 

Governor Pritzker expected to 
sign that declaration tomorrow.  
And it comes as we got a stark 

warning late today from 
President Trump - that the next 
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two weeks across the country 
could be especially deadly.

3/31/20 6pm 1:48 Newscast While the number of people 
dying tends to dominate the 

headlines... there are also many 
stories of people who have 
survived serious cases of 

COVID-19.
One of them... is Michael Bane, a 
father and attorney from Berwyn.

3/31/20 5pm 1:43 Newscast 2 people affiliated with churches 
here in Chicago and in northwest 
Indiana have died from COVID-

19.
One is a Chicago pastor.  The 
other victim is a pastor's wife.

3/31/20 5pm 2:34 Newscast Should we all be wearing masks 
to help fight the pandemic? 

That's the question many people 
are asking these days.  The 

country's top infectious disease 
doctor says the White House 

Task Force on Corona-virus is 
talking about whether people 
should be wearing them when 

out in public during the COVID-
19 crisis.
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1/6/20 5pm 2:50 Newscast The state brings collecting money 
for red light camera tickets to a 
half as the state comptroller says 
she will no longer collect 
payments tied to red  light 
camera revenue.

1/6/20 6pm 2:44 Newscast As the heat is turned up on Iran, 
concerns that terror attacks could 
occur against American facilities 
aircraft and computer systems.  
Hackers for hire in Iran have 
already fired the first shots in 
Illinois and Indiana.

1/9/20 6pm 2:38 Newscast The Iteam has been looking into 
that downed jetliner as just a few 
hours after Iran unleashed a 
missile attack on Americans at 2 
military bases there’s growing 
evidence that Iran shot the plane 
down.

1/10/20 5pm 2:48 Newscast What to do with those unwanted 
holiday gift cards?  Don’t let 
them go to waste as we find that 
you can sell or trade them for 
better gift cards.

1/10/20 6pm 2:47 Newscast There’s word that gangster John 
Dillinger’s body will not be dug 
up as his family members have 
given up their Indiana legal fight 
to exhume the body.

1/14/20 6pm 3:03 Newscast We’ve learned new details about 
the shooter in that Gary case and 
there are new questions about 
why he wasn’t previously locked 
up.

1/17/20 5pm 2:09 Newscast Could you be fooled into giving 
up your Icloud account 
information?  We’re finding out 
why it is becoming harder for 
consumer top spot the scam.



1/19/20 5am 4:00 Newscast Dogs in grocery stores.  Some 
people say they don’t mind it 
while others call it a sanitary 
issue.  A local woman called the 
Iteam and asked us to look into 
the matter.

1/20/20 6pm 2:40 Newscast Nearly 9 months after we 
uncovered pregnant foreign 
women coming to Chicago to 
have American born children, the 
Trump administration is about to 
crack down on that birth tourism.

1/23/20 10pm 4:02 Newscast We expose how your car can be 
repossessed after buying it 
without a title.  We found out 
how this can happen when 
buying a car.

1/27/20 10pm 2:53 Newscast We’re responding to driver 
concerns over another Red Light 
camera trap.  This time the length 
of a yellow light at one suburban 
intersection is in question.

1/28/20 5pm 2:49 Newscast New developments tonight in our 
investigation into DNA delays 
for the state as ISP leaders were 
questioned during a hearing 
downstate today and gave 
updates on what progress they’ve 
made.

1/30/20 6pm 2:46 Newscast Almost 3 years after an 
investigation exposed the prime 
suspect in a murder, tonight that 
suspect has been arrested.

1/30/20 10pm 3:57 Newscast Why are so many women in 
Illinois dying giving birth or 
related to pregnancy?  Data 
shows the dangerous 
complications related to 
pregnancy remain stubbornly 
high.

1/31/20 5pm 2:27 Newscast A popular local ticket scalper is 
back in jail picked up on a 
warrant for allegedly selling fake 
Super Bowl tickets.



2/3/20 10pm 4:12 Newscast A woman says she thought she 
was emailing the CEO of her 
company but ended up losing 
more than $5000.  We look into 
the vicious email scam.

2/4/20 6pm 2:45 Newscast The IRS office in Chicago now 
has its first woman in charge who 
sits down with us for an 
interview about the job and 
position and the major casework 
that is now on the front burner.

2/4/20 10pm 4:14 Newscast Dismaying new data that 
positions Illinois as the most 
corrupt state in America.  We 
look further into the details. 

2/6/20 6pm 2:25 Newscast New information about an 
Illinois militia group described 
by federal authorities as a 
domestic terror organization that 
we’ve been looking into for the 
past 2 years.

2/6/20 10pm 4:33 Newscast We’re looking into criticism of a 
suburban red light camera raking 
in millions.  Some drivers say 
they’re being tricked into 
thinking they can turn right on 
red without stopping.  

2/7/20 6pm 2:44 Newscast A day that will live in infamy for 
the Chicago mob and it was on 
this day 35 years ago that a 
Chicago bookmaker was 
murdered and a crime that began 
a legal free fall for the Outfit.

2/9/20 10pm 4:22 Newscast The Chicago story behind an 
Oscar contender for Best Picture 
as one focus of the movie The 
Irishman was that Chicago mob 
bosses rigged the 1969 
presidential election and we 
truthsquad that.

2/10/20 10pm 4:28 Newscast We are finding the challenges to 
mail delivery are worse than bad 
weather and getting dozens of 
calls and emails about delayed 
and missing mail.



2/12/20 5pm 2:47 Newscast We look at PIN privacy as 
criminal may be able to figure 
out your PIN if your debit card is 
lost or stolen.

2/12/20 6pm 2:45 Newscast A dethroned Chicago banker with 
ties to Donald Trump tonight has 
lost a round of his court fight in a 
federal bribery trial.

2/13/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast If you’re looking to purchase 
some All-Star game merchandise 
you may want to make sure you 
aren’t buying cheap counterfeit 
ad we have a warning about some 
of the fraudulent merchandise.

2/13/20 6pm 2:46 Newscast Nearly 1 year after a mass 
shooting inside an Aurora factory 
where 5 people were killed, we 
look at the fight to find thousands 
of Illinois gun owners who 
shouldn’t have a gun at all.

2/13/20 10pm 4:19 Newscast We investigate the high stakes 
involved in securing marijuana 
dispensaries which are cash only 
businesses.

2/14/20 6pm 2:27 Newscast The final chapter in the unusual 
tale of the drug llama. That was 
the business name of a drug 
dealer gave herself while 
operating a fentanyl business on 
the internet and a case we’ve 
been looking at for nearly 
18months.

2/17/20 6pm 2:40 Newscast The Illinois primary election is 1 
month from today’s date and it 
was just 4 years ago that Russian 
hackers stole voter data from 
state election computers so we 
look at what’s been done since 
then.

2/17/20 10pm 3:39 Newscast A warning tonight form our 
Iteam about an influence 
campaign underway as we head 
into the 2020 election and 
cybercriminals increasingly 
targeting not just voting networks 
and equipment but actual voters.



2/20/20 6pm 2:36 Newscast We’ve learned that former 
governor Rod Blagojevich may 
be out of prison but the way his 
commutation order is worded 
Blagojevich still has to jump 
through a number of legal hoops.

2/20/20 10pm 4:09 Newscast Strange sounds coming from the 
walls and echoing in a home.  
We’re finding out how this could 
be possible and looking into the 
bizarre complaint over noises. 

2/21/20 6pm 2:48 Newscast The son of Chicago’s public 
enemy #1 has now been brought 
to the US to face justice and we 
have the late minute details.

2/22/20 10pm 4:25 Newscast We expose the hidden patterns of 
abuse by employers and new 
efforts to stop them as employees 
deal with terror and trafficking in 
the workplace.

2/24/20 6pm 3:05 Newscast We look at repeated smoke 
detector violations at publicly 
funded housing complexes in the 
area and the promised fix from 
Washington.

2/24/20 10pm 4:25 Newscast We break down the new City of 
Chicago rideshare tax and find 
out how you may be able to avoid 
it and save some money with 
many times just by using a taxi.

2/25/20 6pm 2:21 Newscast We’re looking into trying to fix 
the gun card system in Illinois 
that continues to frustrate 
applicants who want either new 
or renewal of a FOID card.

2/25/20 10pm 4:18 Newscast Could hotel-style living be 
coming to your apartment 
complex?  Some unhappy renters 
are voicing their concerns about 
the case to us.

2/27/20 6pm 3:02 Newscast Former Hollywood movie mogul 
Harvey Weinstein is still in the 
hospital after his conviction but 
tonight we get an up close 
interview with one of his 
attorneys who is from Chicago.



2/28/20 5pm 2:21 Newscast Criminals are on the hunt for 
your personal info this tax season 
so they can take your tax refund.  
We’re hearing to tell people what 
to look for and how to protect 
yourself.

2/28/20 6pm 2:50 Newscast We’ve learned that the daughter 
of a drug cartel boss considered 
Chicago’s Public Enemy #1 is in 
federal custody and her arrest 
comes just a week after her 
brother was arrested.

3/2/20 6pm 2:44 Newscast A letter from an accused cop 
killer as the trial starts tomorrow 
for the man accused of killing a 
CPD commander.  In the letter 
the man lays out his expected 
claim of self-defense.

3/3/20 6pm 2:44 Newscast Ex-con and former Illinois 
governor Rod Blagojevich should 
be disbarred according to a new 
recommendation tonight from the 
state law licensing board.  

3/3/20 10pm 3:47 Newscast Rapid DNA technology is now 
being used to reduce the forensic 
backlog at the state crime lab.  
The changes were made after an 
Iteam investigation exposed the 
backlog.

3/4/20 6pm 2:48 Newscast The first Trump campaign 
worker sentenced to prison in the 
Mueller investigation finished 
close to last in his attempt to 
claim a seat in the US House but 
Chicagoan George Papadopoulos 
is telling us he’s vowing to make 
a comeback.

3/5/20 6pm 2:38 Newscast We’re digging into R Kelly’s 
complicated legal issues as the 
music mega-star pled not guilty 
to the latest sexual misconduct 
charges against him.



3/6/20 5pm 2:42 Newscast We look online for fun, 
friendship, and even love but 
tonight the FBI is telling our 
team that online cyber stalking is 
also on the rise.

3/6/20 6pm 2:37 Newscast Prosecutors in NY have just 
leveled explosive new allegations 
against convicted rapist and ex-
movie mogul Harvey Weinstein 
as we report how the court filings 
say Weinstein bragged about his 
ability to get people killed.

3/9/20 10pmo 3:32 Newscast We have more on what you need 
to know if you have to cancel 
your travel plans in light of the 
coronavirus reports and worries 
of traveling overseas.

3/9/20 6pm 2:57 Newscast We learned that the Illinois State 
Board of Elections is without an 
IT director one week before the 
primary.  That is the person in 
charge of overseeing cyber 
security.

3/10/20 10pm 4:06 Newscast When the COVID-19 virus 
outbreak started 2 months ago, a 
Chicago doctor was there in that 
city of Wuhan China.  Now what 
he saw and learned and the 
optimistic message he brought 
home with him.

3/10/20 6pm 2:54 Newscast We take a look at the 
misconceptions that are out there 
regarding COVID-19.  We try 
and dispel some of the myths that 
our experts are pointing out.

3/11/20 6pm 2:57 Newscast A strike at the heart of the drug 
cartel operated by Chicago’s 
public enemy number one.  
Hundreds of arrests across the 
country and dozens in Chicago.



3/12/20 10pm 3:38 Newscast We uncover a new concern 
related to COVID 19 and it 
involves hackers using the illness 
to prey on people’s fears and 
sending emails that could look 
like they are coming from the 
CDC.

3/12/20 6pm 2:34 Newscast Fresh questions tonight about 
testing people who may have the 
virus and a reality check of where 
coronavirus testing is for those 
who need to know and those who 
want to get tested.

3/13/20 10pm 3:12 Newscast Today the Trump administration 
announced there would be action 
taken to speed up testing for 
COVID-19 and tonight we hear 
from a woman who is venting her 
frustration over the limited 
testing.

3/16/20 10pm 1:37 Newscast As doctors and nurses find 
themselves on the frontlines of 
the pandemic, some tell us that 
their hospitals are not doing the 
right things.

3/18/20 10pm 2:28 Newscast We are looking into the rush to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 
here.  But it comes as hospitals 
face a critical shortage of 
ventilators to help virus victims 
breathe and protective gear to 
keep doctors, nurses, and others 
safe.

3/18/20 6pm 2:25 Newscast We are looking into how a 
suburban metal company is about 
to go on a wartime footing as 
Smith and Richardson out of 
Geneva is trying to help flatten 
the curve.

3/19/20 10pm 3:47 Newscast Cancer survivors are turning to us 
amid the COVID19 pandemic 
saying their nonprofit group was 
on the hook for $56,000 for a 
symposium.  We’re helping the 
groups get a refund.



3/19/20 6pm 2:35 Newscast We’re looking into whether 
Illinois enough hospital beds for 
all of the people who may end up 
needing that level of treatment.  

3/20/20 10pm 2:14 Newscast We are looking into how the 
order issued by the governor 
today of a shelter in place can be 
enforced and what went into the 
protocols of defining the order.

3/21/20 10pm 3:35 Newscast He’s a popular ticket scalper now 
facing criminal charges and the 
Iteam is now hearing his side of 
the story as we caught up with 
him after court.

3/23/20 10pm 2:50 Newscast US Attorneys around the country 
including here in Illinois are 
prioritizing the prosecution of 
people who are scamming others 
involving COVID19 and we are 
finding that fraudsters are using 
the virus as an opportunity to 
prey on others’ fears.

3/23/20 10pm 4:04 Newscast We look into the severe shortage 
of the most popular drug for 
people with Lupus.  The shortage 
follows the President’s repeated 
mentions of the medication as a 
possible coronavirus treatment 
despite that not being approved 
by the FDA as use for that.

3/23/20 6pm 2:30 Newscast Some positive COVID19 tests 
are coming back tonight at the 
Cook County jail and that comes 
as the state’s attorney wants more 
than a 1,000 prisoners freed from 
county jail because of COVID19 
concerns.

3/23/20 4pm 2:08 Newscast The fight to keep first responders 
safe as a new facility to test them 
for COVID19 just opened on the 
city’s northwest side.  We 
learned of the National Guard 
operated facility this morning.



3/23/20 5pm 2:50 Newscast COVID19 has affected the stock 
market and people’s investments 
and now fraudsters are using that 
with a new robocall that is 
scamming people.

3/24/30 10pm 3:26 Newscast Grieving from a distance.  We 
take a look at its effect on 
mourning lost loved ones as 
gathering have been severely 
limited and what experts are 
telling us about how funerals 
should deal with these 
limitations.

3/24/20 6pm 2:36 Newscast What happens when the testing 
and the ventilators aren’t 
enough?  We touch on how 
specialists at the county morgues 
are doing and handling the dead 
bodies from the COVID19 crisis 
and what warnings they have for 
others that come into contact with 
the bodies.

3/25/20 10pm 2:44 Newscast There’s complaints tonight about 
price gouging at stores across 
Illinois.  Many consumers say 
they’ve seen prices soar on 
certain products and we explain 
why the state is trying to crack 
down.

3/25/20 6pm 3:06 Newscast We’re looking into concerns 
about whether there will be 
enough ventilators during a surge 
of seriously sick COVID19 
patients that are struggling to 
breathe.

3/26/20 5pm 2:20 Newscast There are dozens of potential 
scams and rip offs right now 
using COVID 19 fears to trick 
people to give up their money 
and we are monitoring more of 
them tonight.



3/26/20 10pm 3:51 Newscast Hackers are zeroing in on new 
vulnerabilities created as millions 
of Americans are forced to work 
from home.  we have details on 
the heightened risk and what can 
be done to prevent these work 
from home hacks.

3/26/20 10pm 1:48 Newscast As the number of infected people 
climbs tonight we look into a 
desperate scramble for ventilators 
that can help critically ill patients 
breathe and how quickly they are 
being turned out.

3/27/20 10pm 2:11 Newscast We’ve been looking into the 
urgent need for more COVID19 
testing.  We’ve learned tonight 
that Illinois lags behind most of 
the nation in testing.

3/30/20 6pm 2:36 Newscast We’ve learned that there are 
additional serious COVID19 
problems at Stateville prison well 
beyond the one inmate who died 
today.  The hospital there on the 
prison grounds is reportedly 
overwhelmed by infected with 
the virus.

3/30/20 10pm 3:40 Newscast Price gouging, hoarding, and 
finding deals during the 
pandemic.  We help navigate 
those new challenges at the 
grocery store with some valuable 
advice.

3/31/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast We’ve been looking into urgent 
action being taken to control the 
coronavirus pandemic in prisons 
and jails.  There are efforts 
underway to keep criminals, 
officials and jail staff from 
getting and spreading the virus.
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1/2/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast New developments we’re 
learning in a case where police 
allegedly shot a man during a 
traffic stop.  Officers say the 
man had a gun and shot 
himself and it wasn’t the 
police.  But his brother is 
questioning that story.

1/4/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast Cellphone video taken at the 
scene of a police involved 
shooting is being scrutinized 
tonight as authorities are 
working with witnesses who 
agree that a man attacked a 
police officer with a large 
knife and forced them to open 
fire on the man.

1/9/20 4pm 2:05 Newscast A blood drive is being held in 
honor of a fallen McHenry 
County sheriff’s deputy that 
was killed in the line of duty 
last year.  

1/13/20 4pm 1:57 Newscast Interim CPD Supt Charlie 
Beck will give way to his 
successor March 1st.  But he 
told a group of people today 
that reforms put in place will 
shape the city going forward.

1/13/20 10pm 2:12 Newscast 2 veteran police officers are 
injured in a shooting out in 
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Gary tonight.  It came after a 
tense standoff with a suspect in 
a shooting in Merrillville.

1/15/20 10pm 2:23 Newscast We’re getting our first look at 
a violent encounter between a 
66yo woman and a police 
officer.  That officer is now 
charged with aggravated 
battery and official 
misconduct.

1/16/20 6pm 2:00 Newscast A new report by the Chicago 
Inspector General accuses a 
former police misconduct 
investigator of engaging in 
misconduct himself.  The 
report accuses the investigator 
of misusing confidential 
information to profit from a 
police-involved shooting.

1/19/20 10pm 1:48 Newscast The Berwyn police department 
is mourning Officer Charles 
Schauer today.  He was killed 
in a crash while off-duty and 
there’s more on the woman 
that has charges filed against 
her.

1/20/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast A crash has a suburban police 
department mourning one of 
their own while another police 
department is mourning over 
the fact that one of their 
officers caused that fatal crash 
that took the life of Charles 
Schauer.

1/22/20 5pm 2:33 Newscast 2 families filed a lawsuit over 
police raids involving a pair of 
convicted officers.  The 
lawsuit claim the officers used 
bogus search warrants to 
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illegally enter their homes.
1/26/20 10pm 1:31 Newscast 2 officers are making us proud 

by jumping in to save a man’s 
life and they’re talking about 
how they were able to do it.

1/29/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast Chicago police officer is 
recovering in the hospital 
tonight after he was shot in the 
wrist trying to arrest a murder 
suspect.  The suspect is in 
custody.

1/30/20 430pm 2:06 Newscast Sweeping changes in the CPD 
as the city’s interim top cop 
unveiled a massive restricting 
plan that moves hundreds of 
cops.

1/31/20 6pm 1:48 Newscast One of the guests going to next 
week’s State of the Union 
address with Rep Foster is 
Aurora police chief Kristen 
Ziman.  She talks with us 
today about the anniversary of 
the police shooting at Henry 
Pratt and her own leadership in 
the department.

2/6/20 5pm 2:33 Newscast A new community outreach 
program is giving Chicago 
police officers an additional 
way to help people in 
neighborhoods they protect.

2/10/20 5pm 1:55 Newscast A former Chicago police 
officer is sentenced for killing 
his neighbor during an 
argument.  Lowell Houser was 
convicted in the 2017 murder 
of Jose Nieves.

2/11/20 5pm 2:17 Newscast A judge vacates the 
convictions of 21 people 
whom authorities say were 
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framed by a former CPD Sgt.
2/12/20 5pm 2:21 Newscast We’re hearing first hand from 

2 Aurora police officers who 
are recovering from their 
injuries a year after the deadly 
workplace place shooting at 
Henry Pratt Co.

2/13/20 430pm 2:25 Newscast It’s been 2 years since CPD 
Commander Paul Bauer died 
on the job and today there was 
an emotional tribute in his 
honor.

2/19/20 430pm 2:24 Newscast It was a split second that saved 
a life as 2 CPD SWAT officers 
recall the moment for us that 
they pulled a man from icy 
Lake Michigan.

2/22/20 10pm 1:55 Newscast An effort to make sure 
Chicago police officers have 
the bulletproof vests they need 
as there was a fundraising 
breakfast today to raise money 
for that cause.

2/26/20 10pm 2:11 Newscast A couple is upset tonight with 
the police after authorities 
mistook the elderly couple as a 
some bank robbers and 
surrounded their car and 
forced them into a squad.

2/27/20 6pm 1:59 Newscast A Chicago woman wants 
answers from police after 
officers with a search warrant 
busted into her apartment with 
her 30yo autistic son and 4yo 
granddaughter.

2/28/20 10pm 2:51 Newscast Video posted to social media 
show a struggle between 
police and a man who was 
eventually shot by them.  



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020  Chicago

CATEGORY: POLICE
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

Police are discussing the 
investigation and what led to 
the shooting trying to defend 
the officers’ actions.

3/4/20 10pm 2:21 Newscast Several dozen protesters sat in 
the Red Line subway at the 
height of the rush hour 
protesting against the actions 
of 2 cops who shot a man there 
in the station last week.  We’re 
also learning that the cops 
have been relieved of their 
police powers.

3/8/20 10PM 1:35 Newscast A shooting tonight involving 
Chicago police as we’re told 2 
people are in custody and no 
officers were injured.  We’re 
live on the scene with the 
latest on the police shooting.

3/11/20 430pm 2:20 Newscast It’s a video that went viral as 
Chicago police shot a man at 
the CTA red line station.  That 
man is now suing the 
department over the use of 
force.

3/23/20 6pm 2:00 Newscast Out of the jails and on the 
streets of Chicago, there’s a 
new push to make sure that 
police officers are protected 
with PPE if people who could 
potentially be released from 
jail have it and how should 
police handle the cases.

3/24/20 10pm 2:09 Newscast Relief tonight for Chicago 
police after concerns over a 
possible shortage of protective 
gear.  Thousands of first 
responders working during the 
crisis will have equipment to 
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keep them safe on the city’s 
streets.
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2/2020-3/2020 Various :04;:05; 
:10;:15

PSA CCSA DEBATES/VOTE 
2020 the Race for Cook 
County State’s Attorney. 
Democrats Bill Conway, Bob 
Fioretti, Kim Foxx, and Donna 
More debate. Republicans 
Christopher Pfannkuche and 
Pat O’Brien debate.

1/5/20 10pm 2:30 Newscast President Trump is back in DC 
tonight as tensions continue to 
rise in the Middle East.  It 
comes amid growing threats of 
retaliation after the US 
airstrike that killed a top 
Iranian general.

1/6/20 5pm 2:45 Newscast Protesters take over the 
suburban office of 
Congressman Dan Lipinski 
calling him out over his stand 
against abortion.

1/8/20 430pm 2:21 Newscast Lawmakers are calling for an 
investigation after a long time 
ally of House Speaker Mike 
Madigan reveals a state 
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worker may have covered up a 
rape.

1/9/20 430pm 2:50 Newscast We’re 2 months away from 
the democratic primary 
election and one of the 
candidates is calling on Kim 
Foxx to give back some of the 
campaign donations she’s 
received from people that are 
under federal investigation.

1/9/20 5pm 2:34 Newscast House Speaker Mike Madigan 
will not convene a legislative 
committee to investigate the 
alleged cover-up of a rape. 

1/10/20 5pm 1:51 Newscast Concerned about an increase in 
hate crimes, Senator Durbin is 
pushing new legislation to 
require federal law enforcement 
agencies to do a better job 
keeping track of them.

1/11/20 10pm 1:38 Newscast Protesters in Iran today as the 
country admits to mistakenly 
shooting a Ukrainian jet.  Iran 
says it was a human error that 
caused the mistake.

1/13/20 5pm 2:32 Newscast More fallout from the 
investigation into the alleged 
cover-up of a rape.  The state’s 
Director of Agriculture has 
resigned because of his 
connection to the case.

1/13/20 6pm 2:55 Newscast House democrats are winding 
up for the impeachment punch 
that would send the case 
against President Trump to the 
senate for trial.

1/14/20 10pm 1:36 Newscast Calls for an investigation into 
the mayor of a small south 
suburban community.  
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Trustees claims the Dixmoor 
mayor has been taking a much 
larger salary from the village 
than she’s supposed to get.

1/14/20 10pm 3:10 Newscast Ahead of a major day in our 
nation’s capital tomorrow, 
President Trump was here in 
the Midwest taking part in a 
campaign rally in Milwaukee 
and we are live there with 
reaction.

1/15/20 430pm 2:49 Newscast Fireworks in the Chicago city 
council today over a proposed 
study that could lead to 
contracts for LGBTQ 
companies in Chicago.  Mayor 
Lightfoot publicly rebuking 
several aldermen for the way 
they raised concerns about the 
issue.

1/15/20 10pm 1:51 Newscast History made in our nation’s 
capital as the impeachment of 
President Trump advances to 
the Senate with the trial itself 
expected to open next week.

1/16/20 430pm 1:59 Newscast They're getting a crash course 
in presidential politics. 
The Iowa Caucuses next 
month will be the first major 
test for candidates and we 
talked to some local students 
who are getting valuable 
experience on the campaign 
trail this weekend.

1/16/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast The impeachment trial of 
President Trump officially 
opening in the Senate today.  
Chief Justice John Roberts 
was sworn in -- before all of 
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the Senators stood and took an 
oath of "impartial justice."

1/17/20 6pm 2:15 Newscast This afternoon Democratic 
Presidential candidate and 
former South Bend mayor Pete 
Buttigieg campaigned on the 
south side with 
Congresswoman Robin Kelly.

1/18/20 10pm 2:09 Newscast The winter weather didn’t stop 
thousands of women from 
marching in Chicago making 
their voices heard about how 
they intend to show up at the 
polls this March and 
November and register their 
voices in politics.

1/19/20 10pm 1:58 Newscast The Illinois State Senate has a 
new leader tonight and it’s 
Senator Don Harmon. He was 
seated in the new post after 
John Cullerton previously 
announced his retirement.

1/20/20 4pm 2:06 Newscast The mayor joined other 
politicians and some civic 
leaders for the annual Dr MLK 
breakfast.  It comes as the 
mayor gets ready to launch a 
new anti-poverty initiative.

1/21/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast The first day of the 
impeachment trial of President 
Trump went late into the night 
with both sides debating 
whether witnesses should be 
called.

1/22/20 430pm 2:27 Newscast A voter registration glitch is 
putting the heat on the 
Secretary of State’s office with 
calls for investigations from 
the Governor and Republican 
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lawmakers.
1/22/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast Canvassing begins in Chicago 

for the 2020 Census as a 
kickoff was held today as 
census outreach leaders tried 
to start reaching people about 
the importance of being 
counted so we don’t lose any 
representatives in DC.

1/22/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast President Trump is weighing 
in on his impeachment trial 
which kicked off today as the 
Democrats started to lay out 
their case.

1/23/20 6pm 2:46 Newscast Late developments we’re 
following out of Washington 
DC on the latest with 
President Trump’s 
impeachment trial and the 
arguments the Democrats are 
laying out.

1/23/20 10pm 2:07 Newscast A heated meeting in Dixmoor 
as the mayor and police chief 
are under fire from their own 
trustees over various issues.

1/24/20 5pm 2:10 Newscast Democratic House managers 
are using their final days of 
opening statements to make 
their case in the impeachment 
trial.

1/24/20 6pm 1:59 Newscast Mayor Lori Lightfoot was in 
Washington for the US 
Conference of Mayors 
meeting but is skipping a 
chance to meet the President 
and will instead watch the 
President’s impeachment trial.

1/27/20 430pm 2:03 Newscast Former Illinois states senator 
Martin Sandoval has been 
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federally indicted on fraud and 
bribery charges.  Other 
politicians are reacting today.

1/27/20 5pm 2:58 Newscast Cook County State’s attorney 
Kim Foxx is in the hot seat 
over the Jussie Smollett case 
again with less than 2 months 
before the primary election as 
she sat with other candidates 
during a forum.

1/27/20 10pm 2:11 Newscast The day in DC for President 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
started with prayer and then 
the president’s defense team 
spent hours saying he did not 
commit an impeachable 
offense.

1/28/20 430pm 2:19 Newscast Lawmakers are back to work 
in Springfield for the Spring 
Legislative session and 
tackling a number of issues 
including ethics reform.  

1/28/20 6pm 2:23 Newscast Former State Senator Martin 
Sandoval facing the cameras 
today after pleading guilty to 
bribery and tax fraud charges.  
The US Attorney says today’s 
plea is just the start and that 
Sandoval has promised to 
testify against other 
politicians.

1/28/20 10pm 2:21 Newscast The impeachment trial of 
President Trump enters a new 
stage tomorrow as senators 
will get to ask questions now 
that the President’s team 
wrapped up its arguments.

1/29/20 6pm 2:03 Newscast Governor Pritzker delivered 
his 2nd State of the State 
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address in Springfield today 
telling us that ethics reform is 
the number one task being 
pushed on both sides of the 
aisle.

1/29/20 10pm 1:47 Newscast The impeachment trial of 
President Trump entered a 
new phase allowing for 
senator to ask questions of 
both the house managers and 
the president’s defense team.

1/30/20 6pm 2:34 Newscast New fallout tonight from a 
former state senator’s guilty 
plea as politicians are 
distancing themselves from 
Martin Sandoval and a red 
light company that allegedly 
paid him bribes.

1/30/20 10pm 2:05 Newscast The questioning phase of the 
president’s impeachment trial 
ended about 20 minutes ago.  
A crucial vote is coming up on 
whether the trial will hear 
from any witnesses.

1/31/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast The senate voted today to 
block the calls for new 
witnesses and documents that 
will all but ensure that the 
president gets acquitted.

2/1/20 10pm 2:42 Newscast All eyes are turning to Iowa 
this weekend with less than 48 
hours before the first in the 
nation votes that place at 
caucuses around the state on 
Monday night.

2/2/20 10pm 1:59 Newscast In just about 24 hours we 
should know the results of the 
first in the nation vote in the 
race for President and we are 
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live in Iowa with the latest on 
the build up.

2/3/20 10pm 2:07 Newscast 3 of the democratic candidates 
had to rush to Iowa tonight 
because of the impeachment 
trial. Both House managers 
and the President’s defense 
team made its closing 
arguments today on the Senate 
floor.

2/3/20 10pm 2:46 Newscast The first votes cast in the 
Presidential race for 2020 
were submitted as people in 
Iowa held their caucuses but 
we still don’t know who won 
as the democratic leaders 
haven’t released the results.

2/4/20 5pm 1:49 Newscast A not guilty plea today for 
former Illinois State Rep Luis 
Arroyo who prosecutors say 
offered a bribe to a fellow 
lawmaker.

2/4/20 10pm 4:44 Newscast President Trump delivered the 
State of the Union address 
tonight saying the country is 
improving under his 
leadership and right after his 
speech House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi ripped up the speech.

2/4/20 10pm 2:28 Newscast More than 24 hours after the 
Iowa Caucuses we finally have 
some of the results but not all 
of them have still been 
released.

2/5/20 430pm 2:04 Newscast After this week’s Iowa Caucus 
debacle, there’s a push here to 
make Illinois the first 
Presidential test with 
Governor Pritzker saying the 
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early voting should kick off 
the presidential race.

2/5/20 10pm 2:15 Newscast President Trump was acquitted 
today in his impeachment trial.  
The votes came mostly along 
party lines.

2/6/20 5pm 2:39 Newscast Pressure is mounting tonight 
on lawmakers to stop 
handcuffing the watchdog that 
is supposed to investigate 
legislative wrongdoing.  It 
comes on the heels of 
allegations that the Ethics 
Commission covered up a 
probe that found serious 
wrongdoing.

2/6/20 10pm 2:08 Newscast President Trump is celebrating 
his acquittal in his 
impeachment trial.  He held a 
press conference today 
thanking his supporters and 
lashing out at his opponents.

2/7/20 10pm 2:41 Newscast Democrats running for 
president faced off tonight in a 
primary debate out in New 
Hampshire ahead of that 
state’s election next Tuesday.

2/8/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast A busy weekend in New 
Hampshire for the primary 
candidates as they moved 
around the state trying to 
garner up and secure votes to 
take that state.

2/11/20 10pm 2:23 Newscast The race for New Hampshire 
has given us our 1st clear 
winner as Bernie Sanders won 
the state and its corresponding 
delegates.

2/12/20 6pm 2:21 Newscast Cook County State’s Attorney 
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Kim Foxx is backing away 
from her criticism of the 
special prosecutor in the Jussie 
Smollett case and saying it 
won’t hurt her re-election 
efforts.

2/14/20 430pm 1:55 Newscast The mayor announced a new 
focus of her administration 
ending poverty in the city as 
she laid out details today 
during a political luncheon.

2/17/20 6pm 2:20 Newscast We’re hearing from Cook 
County State’s Attorney Kim 
Foxx in her 1st 1-on-1 
interview since a special 
prosecutor refiled the charges 
that Foxx dropped against 
actor Jussie Smollett.

2/18/20 10pm 9:53 Newscast President Trump commuted 
the prison sentence today for 
former Illinois Governor Rod 
Blagojevich who was released 
from his Colorado federal 
prison.  We tracked the release 
and got reaction from him, his 
family, politicians, and others.

2/19/20 430pm 2:08 Newscast Governor Pritzker laid out his 
budget plan today calling for 
more than $40 billion in 
spending providing more 
money for education and 
social services.

2/19/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast The democratic candidates for 
President faced off again 
tonight with a new face on 
stage as former NYC mayor 
qualified just this week for the 
debate.

2/19/20 10pm 4:35 Newscast Rod Blagojevich is speaking 
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out on his first full day of 
freedom talking outside his 
home to the public and media 
but also sitting down 1-on-1 
and talking with us about his 
life in jail and now what the 
future holds.

2/20/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast The man who brokered the 
early prison release of Rod 
Blagojevich is making quite a 
name for himself in the 
political world.  We sit down 
and talk with Mark Vargas and 
find out more on who he is.

2/20/20 5pm 2:41 Newscast There’s name calling and 
finger pointing only 1 day 
after the governor issued his 
budget proposal and address 
with republicans say the 
governor could be holding 
back money in education 
spending.

2/21/20 10pm 1:55 Newscast On the eve of the Nevada 
caucuses, there is new concert 
about election interference 
from Russia as Bernie Sanders 
is confirming today that he’s 
been told Russian is working 
to try and help his campaign 
so that he wins the 
nomination.

2/22/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast Jussie Smollett was the main 
topic of a debate among 
candidates for the Cook 
County State’s Attorney’s 
office as follow the candidates 
and talk with them right after 
the latest forum.

2/22/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast Voters in Nevada picked 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020  Chicago

CATEGORY: POLITICS
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

Bernie Sanders as the winner 
of the Democratic caucuses 
there allowing for his 
campaign to continue to pick 
up steam.

2/24/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast The Democratic Presidential 
campaign takes an ugly turn in 
Illinois as campaign offices for 
Mike Bloomberg and Amy 
Klobuchar were recently 
vandalized.

2/25/20 4pm 1:54 Newscast One week ago Rod 
Blagojevich won his freedom 
but today there was a battle in 
a court room over his law 
license and how the state 
wants to take it away from him 
amid his convictions.

2/25/20 10pm 1:56 Newscast Several of the Democratic 
candidates for President lined 
up again tonight on stage 
debating in South Carolina 
about why they feel that they 
are most qualified to go 
against President Trump in 
November.

2/26/20 6pm 2:18 Newscast One race on the ballot in 
March is for a seat on the 
Illinois Supreme Court and for 
some the importance is about 
keeping diversity on the court 
as we spotlight the candidates.

2/27/20 10pm 1:48 Newscast The March primary is 
approaching and tonight 
ABC7 hosted the 2 republican 
candidates for Cook County 
State’s Attorney office race.

2/28/20 10pm 1:43 Newscast The battle to be the next Cook 
County State’s Attorney 
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brought all the democratic 
candidates to the station today 
as ABC7 hosted a debate.

2/29/20 10pm 2:21 Newscast A big win tonight for former 
Vice President Joe Biden in 
South Carolina who took their 
primary election tonight and 
he hopes it gives his campaign 
a boost.

3/1/20 9:45am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Marisel 
Hernandez Chair of the 
Chicago Board of Election 
Commissioners and Matt 
Dietrich of the Illinois State 
Board of Elections. They 
talked with us about the steps 
their agencies have taken to 
secure the election system 
after a breach in 2016.

3/1/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast Former South Bend mayor 
Pete Buttigieg is ending his 
presidential campaign tonight 
saying he made the decision 
after finishing a distant 4th in 
the South Carolina primary.

3/2/20 430pm 2:34 Newscast Early voting is now under way 
at 52 locations across Chicago 
and with new touch screen 
machines being used for the 
primary election officials are 
addressing concerns about 
COVID 19 virus impacting 
voter participation.

3/2/20 5pm 2:17 Newscast One race we’re watching it the 
republican primary in the 
Illinois 6th Congressional 
district as it features Jeanne 
Ives and Jay Kinzler.

3/2/20 10pm 2:36 Newscast The latest shakeup in the 
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democratic field on the eve of 
Super Tuesday as Sen Amy 
Klobuchar, who dropped out 
of the race earlier today is 
tonight appearing at a 
campaign rally supporting Joe 
Biden for his campaign for 
president.

3/3/20 10pm 3:06 Newscast Super Tuesday results are still 
coming in tonight but it’s been 
a big night for the 2 
Democratic frontrunners as 
Bernie Sanders took California 
and Joe Biden took a handful 
of southern states.

3/4/20 5pm 2:26 Newscast The Illinois primary is now 
less than 2 weeks away and 
the ramifications of Super 
Tuesday are already elevating 
the importance of the vote 
here as both Joe Biden and 
Bernie Sanders plan trips here 
to Illinois.

3/5/20 4pm 2:23 Newscast The Democratic race for 
President is now a 2 candidate 
race and both Biden and 
Sanders have been featuring 
ads from former President 
Obama praising them.

3/5/20 5pm 2:27 Newscast The Illinois Republican party 
came out against a 
controversial candidate in the 
party’s primary race for the 3rd 
Congressional district.

3/5/20 10pm 2:03 Newscast Another shakeup today in the 
race for President as Elizabeth 
Warren officially dropped out 
but she did not endorse fellow 
progressive Bernie Sanders.
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3/6/20 6pm 2:15 Newscast It’s a crowded field of 
Republicans vying for the shot 
to challenge US Congressional 
Rep Lauren Underwood in 
November.  We look at the 
campaigns of the 7 
Republicans running in the 
March primary.

3/6/20 5pm 2:31 Newscast Mayor Lori Lightfoot throws 
her support behind Joe Biden 
endorsing him in the race for 
President.  Several other top 
Chicago area dems were also 
on hand for the endorsement.

3/7/20 5pm 1:35 Newscast For the first time ever, some 
Cook County jail detainees are 
voting while in jail.  It’s a new 
law now in effect and our 
cameras were there to capture 
it.

3/7/20 10pm 2:45 Newscast Democratic hopeful Bernie 
Sanders was in Chicago today 
and held a massive rally in 
Grant Park this afternoon.  We 
were there listening to the 
speech and rally and talking 
with supporters.

3/8/20 9:45am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Professor 
Nick Kachiroubas from 
Depaul University and Stevie 
Valles the Executive Director 
of Chicago Votes. We talked 
with Professor Kachiroubas 
about our primary system, 
how it works, why certain 
states go first, etc. Then for the 
second half we spoke with Mr. 
Valles about his organization’s 
efforts to get polling places 
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inside the Cook County Jail 
for the first time ever. Some 
people who are in custody are 
legally able to vote.

3/8/20 10pm 1:50 Newscast Democrats Bernie Sanders and 
Joe Biden are looking to pick 
up big delegates Tuesday as 
there are a number of more 
primaries that day and maybe 
the most important one being 
in Michigan.

3/9/20 5pm 2:27 Newscast Concerns about the Covid 19 
virus could be having an 
impact on early voting.  One 
week ago Chicago election 
officials encouraged people to 
use vote by mail if they had 
health concerns and vote by 
mail has now hit near record 
numbers.

3/10/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders 
went head to head tonight for 
6 states and it was the former 
Vice President that had the big 
night winning several of the 
states’ primaries.

3/13/20 430pm 1:52 Newscast The Illinois primary is on 
Tuesday and one Cook County 
race is getting a lot of attention 
as we take a closer look at the 
race for Cook County Circuit 
Court Clerk.

3/13/20 5pm 2:29 Newscast Concerns about the COVID 19 
virus are causing major 
challenges for election 
officials in Chicago and Cook 
County and hundreds of 
election judges have quit and 
polling places are opting out.
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3/15/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast State leaders say our election 
will go on as planned Tuesday 
and early voting will continue 
tomorrow despite concerns 
over how polling places are 
being affected by the 
pandemic. 

3/17/20 10pm 9:45 Newscast COVID-19 concerns continue 
tonight and many of the 
candidates all had election day 
plans and parties but the virus 
outbreak changed many of 
those plans.  One of the big 
winners was Cook County 
state’s attorney Kim Foxx who 
won re-election.  Joe Biden 
also won the state of Illinois in 
the presidential primary.  

3/18/20 10pm 1:50 Newscast The shockwave of the 
pandemic is being felt across 
all parts of the economy and 
the federal government and 
President Trump says they are 
working with lawmakers in 
trying to pass some bills that 
will help deliver money to 
people.

3/18/20 430pm 2:01 Newscast One of the surprises last night 
in the election was the loss of 
longtime incumbent Dan 
Lipinski.  He lost his 
congressional district race 
against Marie Newman who 
he beat 4 years ago.

3/18/20 6pm 2:27 Newscast News out of City Hall today 
that a worker there was 
diagnosed with COVID-19 
and there’s new urgency by 
Mayor Lightfoot to slow the 
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spread of the virus throughout 
the city and in her own office.

2/2020-3/2020 Various :04;:05; 
:10;:15

PSA CCSA DEBATES/VOTE 
2020 the Race for Cook 
County State’s Attorney. 
Democrats Bill Conway, Bob 
Fioretti, Kim Foxx, and Donna 
More debate. Republicans 
Christopher Pfannkuche and 
Pat O’Brien debate.

1/5/20 10pm 2:30 Newscast President Trump is back in DC 
tonight as tensions continue to 
rise in the Middle East.  It 
comes amid growing threats of 
retaliation after the US 
airstrike that killed a top 
Iranian general.

1/6/20 5pm 2:45 Newscast Protesters take over the 
suburban office of 
Congressman Dan Lipinski 
calling him out over his stand 
against abortion.

1/8/20 430pm 2:21 Newscast Lawmakers are calling for an 
investigation after a long time 
ally of House Speaker Mike 
Madigan reveals a state 
worker may have covered up a 
rape.

1/9/20 430pm 2:50 Newscast We’re 2 months away from 
the democratic primary 
election and one of the 
candidates is calling on Kim 
Foxx to give back some of the 
campaign donations she’s 
received from people that are 
under federal investigation.

1/9/20 5pm 2:34 Newscast House Speaker Mike Madigan 
will not convene a legislative 
committee to investigate the 
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alleged cover-up of a rape. 
1/10/20 5pm 1:51 Newscast Concerned about an increase in 

hate crimes, Senator Durbin is 
pushing new legislation to 
require federal law enforcement 
agencies to do a better job 
keeping track of them.

1/11/20 10pm 1:38 Newscast Protesters in Iran today as the 
country admits to mistakenly 
shooting a Ukrainian jet.  Iran 
says it was a human error that 
caused the mistake.

1/13/20 5pm 2:32 Newscast More fallout from the 
investigation into the alleged 
cover-up of a rape.  The state’s 
Director of Agriculture has 
resigned because of his 
connection to the case.

1/13/20 6pm 2:55 Newscast House democrats are winding 
up for the impeachment punch 
that would send the case 
against President Trump to the 
senate for trial.

1/14/20 10pm 1:36 Newscast Calls for an investigation into 
the mayor of a small south 
suburban community.  
Trustees claims the Dixmoor 
mayor has been taking a much 
larger salary from the village 
than she’s supposed to get.

1/14/20 10pm 3:10 Newscast Ahead of a major day in our 
nation’s capital tomorrow, 
President Trump was here in 
the Midwest taking part in a 
campaign rally in Milwaukee 
and we are live there with 
reaction.

1/15/20 430pm 2:49 Newscast Fireworks in the Chicago city 
council today over a proposed 
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study that could lead to 
contracts for LGBTQ 
companies in Chicago.  Mayor 
Lightfoot publicly rebuking 
several aldermen for the way 
they raised concerns about the 
issue.

1/15/20 10pm 1:51 Newscast History made in our nation’s 
capital as the impeachment of 
President Trump advances to 
the Senate with the trial itself 
expected to open next week.

1/16/20 430pm 1:59 Newscast They're getting a crash course 
in presidential politics. 
The Iowa Caucuses next 
month will be the first major 
test for candidates and we 
talked to some local students 
who are getting valuable 
experience on the campaign 
trail this weekend.

1/16/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast The impeachment trial of 
President Trump officially 
opening in the Senate today.  
Chief Justice John Roberts 
was sworn in -- before all of 
the Senators stood and took an 
oath of "impartial justice."

1/17/20 6pm 2:15 Newscast This afternoon Democratic 
Presidential candidate and 
former South Bend mayor Pete 
Buttigieg campaigned on the 
south side with 
Congresswoman Robin Kelly.

1/18/20 10pm 2:09 Newscast The winter weather didn’t stop 
thousands of women from 
marching in Chicago making 
their voices heard about how 
they intend to show up at the 
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polls this March and 
November and register their 
voices in politics.

1/19/20 10pm 1:58 Newscast The Illinois State Senate has a 
new leader tonight and it’s 
Senator Don Harmon. He was 
seated in the new post after 
John Cullerton previously 
announced his retirement.

1/20/20 4pm 2:06 Newscast The mayor joined other 
politicians and some civic 
leaders for the annual Dr MLK 
breakfast.  It comes as the 
mayor gets ready to launch a 
new anti-poverty initiative.

1/21/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast The first day of the 
impeachment trial of President 
Trump went late into the night 
with both sides debating 
whether witnesses should be 
called.

1/22/20 430pm 2:27 Newscast A voter registration glitch is 
putting the heat on the 
Secretary of State’s office with 
calls for investigations from 
the Governor and Republican 
lawmakers.

1/22/20 5pm 2:15 Newscast Canvassing begins in Chicago 
for the 2020 Census as a 
kickoff was held today as 
census outreach leaders tried 
to start reaching people about 
the importance of being 
counted so we don’t lose any 
representatives in DC.

1/22/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast President Trump is weighing 
in on his impeachment trial 
which kicked off today as the 
Democrats started to lay out 
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their case.
1/23/20 6pm 2:46 Newscast Late developments we’re 

following out of Washington 
DC on the latest with 
President Trump’s 
impeachment trial and the 
arguments the Democrats are 
laying out.

1/23/20 10pm 2:07 Newscast A heated meeting in Dixmoor 
as the mayor and police chief 
are under fire from their own 
trustees over various issues.

1/24/20 5pm 2:10 Newscast Democratic House managers 
are using their final days of 
opening statements to make 
their case in the impeachment 
trial.

1/24/20 6pm 1:59 Newscast Mayor Lori Lightfoot was in 
Washington for the US 
Conference of Mayors 
meeting but is skipping a 
chance to meet the President 
and will instead watch the 
President’s impeachment trial.

1/27/20 430pm 2:03 Newscast Former Illinois states senator 
Martin Sandoval has been 
federally indicted on fraud and 
bribery charges.  Other 
politicians are reacting today.

1/27/20 5pm 2:58 Newscast Cook County State’s attorney 
Kim Foxx is in the hot seat 
over the Jussie Smollett case 
again with less than 2 months 
before the primary election as 
she sat with other candidates 
during a forum.

1/27/20 10pm 2:11 Newscast The day in DC for President 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
started with prayer and then 
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the president’s defense team 
spent hours saying he did not 
commit an impeachable 
offense.

1/28/20 430pm 2:19 Newscast Lawmakers are back to work 
in Springfield for the Spring 
Legislative session and 
tackling a number of issues 
including ethics reform.  

1/28/20 6pm 2:23 Newscast Former State Senator Martin 
Sandoval facing the cameras 
today after pleading guilty to 
bribery and tax fraud charges.  
The US Attorney says today’s 
plea is just the start and that 
Sandoval has promised to 
testify against other 
politicians.

1/28/20 10pm 2:21 Newscast The impeachment trial of 
President Trump enters a new 
stage tomorrow as senators 
will get to ask questions now 
that the President’s team 
wrapped up its arguments.

1/29/20 6pm 2:03 Newscast Governor Pritzker delivered 
his 2nd State of the State 
address in Springfield today 
telling us that ethics reform is 
the number one task being 
pushed on both sides of the 
aisle.

1/29/20 10pm 1:47 Newscast The impeachment trial of 
President Trump entered a 
new phase allowing for 
senator to ask questions of 
both the house managers and 
the president’s defense team.

1/30/20 6pm 2:34 Newscast New fallout tonight from a 
former state senator’s guilty 
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plea as politicians are 
distancing themselves from 
Martin Sandoval and a red 
light company that allegedly 
paid him bribes.

1/30/20 10pm 2:05 Newscast The questioning phase of the 
president’s impeachment trial 
ended about 20 minutes ago.  
A crucial vote is coming up on 
whether the trial will hear 
from any witnesses.

1/31/20 10pm 2:17 Newscast The senate voted today to 
block the calls for new 
witnesses and documents that 
will all but ensure that the 
president gets acquitted.
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1/2020- Various :15;:30 PSA PROJECT ROADBLOCK/AD 
COUNCIL

Seeks to prevent driving while 
“buzzed”. It strives to promote safe 

alcohol free driving.
1/1/20 10pm 2:05 Newscast We’re learning more about the tow 

truck driver that was struck and 
killed while on the side of the 

roadway helping clear the scene of 
an accident.  The driver of the 

offending vehicle is in custody.
1/6/20 430pm 2:15 Newscast It might cost you more to take an 
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Uber or Lyft as Chicago is 
enforcing a new tax today designed 

on cutting down on congestion 
around the downtown area of the 

city.
1/8/20 10pm 2:08 Newscast We’re hearing from a man recently 

attacked on the CTA Red Line.  Its 
yet another attack on that train line 

and authorities are trying to 
determine how better to deter these 

attacks on the train.
1/10/20 4pm 2:12 Newscast The First Look for Charity is the big 

kickoff event for the annual 
Chicago Auto Show and today we 

got a preview of what the show will 
look like this year.

1/16/20 10pm 2:48 Newscast Multiple people hurt after a pickup 
truck slammed right into this 

Starbucks.  Witnesses say the driver 
was speeding just before the crash 
the building badly damaged and 

some victims trapped in the 
wreckage.

1/17/20 430pm 2:06 Newscast Pay up or get off, that’s the message 
Metra is sending to its riders who 

try to cheat the system by breaking 
the rules when it comes to fares.

1/17/20 6pm 2:01 Newscast A pickup truck crashed into a 
Starbucks and we’re learning more 

about the truck’s driver, the possible 
cause, and more information on the 

4 people injured.
1/18/20 10pm 1:31 Newscast Dozens of CDC workers are at 

airports screening passengers from 
China for a potentially deadly virus 

and worry that it might spread 
through the airline system.

1/21/20 5pm 2:10 Newscast A head on crash is blamed on a 
driver who police say was high on 
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marijuana at the time. The crash 
highlights the concerns about the 

legalization of recreational 
marijuana and driving under the 

influence.
1/27/20 430pm 2:37 Newscast A new warning from the US 

government about traveling during 
the coronavirus outbreak.  The state 

department is now urging 
Americans to reconsider traveling 

there to China.
1/29/20 5pm 2:05 Newscast Electric scooters will return to 

Chicago streets later this year.  The 
mayor’s office released a study of 

last year’s pilot program and found 
more study is needed on whether e-

scooters are good.
2/1/20 10pm 1:59 Newscast Growing concerns about the 

coronavirus tonight as starting 
tomorrow all flights from China to 
the US will arrive at only 7 airports 

including Chicago’s Ohare.
2/2/20 10pm 2:10 Newscast The coronavirus is showing no signs 

of slowing down with an 11th 
confirmed case here and we are live 
at Ohare airport with special health 

restrictions in place for people 
arriving from China.

2/5/20 430pm 2:03 Newscast We’re getting our first look at some 
of the new vehicles that will be 
featured this year at the Chicago 

Auto Show.  We were at the show’s 
Concept and Technology Garage 

testing driving some vehicles.
2/6/20 430pm 2:03 Newscast There’s so much to check out at this 

year’s Chicago Auto Show with 
new vehicles, new tracks to put 

them to the test, and tomorrow is the 
single biggest fundraiser with the 
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show’s First Look.
2/7/20 10pm 2:10 Newscast The biggest auto show in North 

American opens to the public 
tomorrow morning and tonight was 
the annual First Look for Charity 

where car enthusiasts and others got 
a chance to get a special sneak peak 

of the cars.
2/8/20 10pm 1:41 Newscast The 2020 Chicago Auto Show is 

officially open to the public as they 
welcomed people inside searching 
for their new car that they could 

potentially buy this year.
2/10/20 430pm 2:22 Newscast It’s sports day at the Chicago Auto 

Show and there’s a sweet deal if 
you wear your favorite teams jersey 
to the show today as more people 
lined up to take a look at the cars.

2/12/20 10pm 1:34 Newscast A Metra train slams into a car 
towards the end of the rush hour.  
Investigators say after the car got 
hit, it then careened into a person 

that was walking.
2/13/20 6pm 2:19 Newscast There are questions tonight about 

the safety of a south side railroad 
crossing as surveillance video 

shows a car getting stuck on the 
wrong side of the crossing gates 

before driving onto the path of the 
Metra train.

2/17/20 4pm 2:05 Newscast Today’s your last chance to attend 
the 2020 Auto Show and you should 
take your whole family because it’s 

family day there.
2/17/20 10pm 1:30 Newscast A horrific crash to end one of 

Nascars most famous races as the 
driver involved is local and from 

South Bend Indiana.  He’s expected 
to survive.
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2/21/20 430pm 2:00 Newscast Starting in October many people 
will need a Real ID to fly in the US 
but its already causing confusion for 

those applying for one.
2/21/20 10pm 2:09 Newscast 3 pedestrians are run down hit by an 

SUV near a busy restaurant row and 
police say the driver is also hurt as 
the Friday rush was ramping up.

2/26/20 4pm 2:15 Newscast Tragedy on the Chicago area roads 
as a person is killed while trying to 

help another motorist stranded along 
I57 as another car went out of 

control hitting them.
2/26/20 5pm 2:09 Newscast A lawsuit targets the city’s practice 

of towing and then selling cars that 
are impounded because of unpaid 
parking tickets.  It’s a class action 

lawsuit that attempts to end the 
practice.

2/28/20 430pm 1:32 Newscast One person killed when their car 
plunges off I57 and landed onto the 
train tracks below.  The driver died 

and police are asking those in 
another car nearby more what 

happened.
2/28/20 5pm 2:27 Newscast The CTA and CPD tolled out a new 

plan tonight to keep passengers on 
the rail system safer.  The plan 
includes an increase in police 
presence along certain lines.

3/12/20 430pm 2:25 Newscast Last night President Trump 
announced a 30 day ban on all 

flights from Europe to the US.  This 
does not include the UK and US 
citizens can still come home but 

they face screenings.
3/20/20 6pm 1:48 Newscast Southwest airlines is reducing 

operations at Midway Airport and 
cancelling flights and leaving 
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passengers to scramble to get on 
other flights amid the tower going 

down because of coronavirus.
3/20/20 5pm 1:45 Newscast The trucking industry is now an 

essential part of the supply chain to 
make sure shelves get restocked 

with the items that they are 
carrying.  We look at how truckers 
are busier than ever and have much 

of the roads to themselves.
3/26/20 430pm 1:49 Newscast As COVID spreads around the 

globe Americans are trying 
desperately to get back into the 
United States but it’s proving 

challenging moving around either 
through air or ground as several 

countries have lockdowns and not 
allowing travel to take place as we 
talk with one Chicagoan stuck in 

Italy.
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1/1/20 10pm 1:43 Newscast There’s been a second day of 
violent clashes with protesters 
at the US Embassy in 
Baghdad.  More troops are 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020  Chicago

CATEGORY: TROOPS/WAR/TERRORISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

being deployed there in 
response.

1/2/20 10pm 2:09 Newscast Breaking news overseas as the 
US launched an airstrike 
killing one of the highest 
ranking Iranian military 
commanders.  The attack 
comes as friction continues 
following the storming of the 
embassy.

1/3/20 10pm 2:14 Newscast A new airstrike this time north 
of Iraq’s capital city.  5 people 
are reportedly dead and there’s 
no claim of responsibility of it 
yet. 

1/6/20 6pm 2:24 Newscast Heartbreaking tributes to a 
soldier from the south suburbs 
killed in an attack half a world 
away.  Army Specialist Henry 
Mayfield Jr first entered the 
army to help pay for his 
education.

1/6/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast Hundreds of thousands of 
people packed the streets of 
Iran’s capital for a funeral for 
the military commander killed 
by the US.  This comes as US 
military is making new moves 
tonight in that region.

1/7/20 10pm 4:58 Newscast Missiles were fired at two US 
bases that had American 
troops at them by Iranian 
forces.  The attack comes less 
than a week after we killed a 
top Iranian commander.

1/8/20 10pm 2:21 Newscast The crisis in Iran sparking 
protests here in Chicago as 
dozens of people rally outside 
of Trump tower and marched 
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through the loop saying they 
do not want to go to war with 
Iran.

1/12/20 10pm 1:56 Newscast For the 2nd time in less than a 
week, a local soldier dies 
while defending our country.  
Private 1st Class Miguel 
Villalon was killed when a 
roadside bomb exploded in 
Afghanistan.

1/13/20 430pm 1:40 Newscast Aurora is remembering the 
sacrifice of Private 1st Class 
Miguel Villalon.  We are 
talking with friends and loved 
ones about the man he was and 
how he’s a hometown hero.

1/14/20 5pm 2:02 Newscast Yellow ribbons and signs are 
placed throughout Hazel Crest 
honoring the memory of a US 
Army Specialists killed in a 
terror attack in Kenya.

1/15/20 6pm 2:06 Newscast The body of Army Specialist 
Henry Mayfield arrives back 
into Chicago on a military 
transport plane.  The soldier 
was remembered and honored 
with a dignified transfer and 
motorcade throughout his 
hometown.

1/16/210 430pm 2:30 Newscast A selfless lifetime of service 
from a suburban soldier killed 
in a training exercise.  The 
solider who grew up in south 
suburban Lansing was killed 
Tuesday in an Army training 
exercise in Arizona.

1/16/20 5pm 2:24 Newscast With little more than the 
clothes on his back, a Vietnam 
War veteran called a hotline 
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for help after moving to 
suburban Berwyn last week. 
James Nicoletti hadn't eaten 
for days. Police officers in 
Berwyn responded to his call 
for help.

1/17/20 5pm 2:30 Newscast Mourners are paying their 
respects to a suburban soldier 
who was killed overseas.  A 
visitation was held today in for 
the Hazel Crest soldier that 
was attended by hundreds of 
people.

1/18/20 10pm 1:57 Newscast A special military burial was 
held today for Henry Mayfield 
who died in a terrorist attack in 
Kenya.  Those who knew him 
say he’s a good kid who’s 
gone too soon.

1//29/20 5pm 2:08 Newscast A community turns out to mourn 
the life of a Vietnam War veteran 
after officials could not find any 
member of his family.  Through 
word of mouth and social media, 
hundreds paid their respects to 
the dead veteran.

2/16/20 8am 2:24 Newscast The Blackhawks Warriors are 
a team of military veterans in 
the area that show their 
abilities on the field as well as 
their brotherhood off it.

2/25/20 430pm 2:00 Newscast 100 female veterans are 
making us proud by making 
history as they will be among 
others taking part in the 1st all-
women Honor Flight that will 
head to DC to visit the war 
memorials.

2/26/20 5pm 2:14 Newscast A first today as 35 students in 
Chicago area took part in an 
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enlistment ceremony with the 
US Army as they and other 
kids around the country were 
led in a live oath by a NASA 
astronaut.
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1/1/20 6pm 1:56 Newscast Chicago police are touting 
newly released crime numbers 
for 2019 and they are the 
lowest in years.  But less than 
15 minutes into the new year, a 
woman was the first shooting 
victim after being hit by a stray 
bullet.

1/2/20 5pm 2:07 Newscast A northwest Indiana man is 
sentenced to 65 years in prison 
for the murder of a 23yo co-
worker.  She was stabbed to 
death in her car back in 2017.

1/2/20 10pm 1:33 Newscast A teen girl was shot and 
wounded as she drove down a 
street tonight.  Police say that 
gunfire hit the girl in the face.

1/3/20 5pm 2:07 Newscast A call for help from the family 
of a man who was struck by a 
car and that driver took off and 
fled from the scene.  The 
family is putting info out there 
in hopes that it leads to that 
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person’s arrest.
1/3/20 10pm 1:47 Newscast Another violent home invasion 

in Hammond and we’re hearing 
tonight from a woman who 
woke up to a person pointing a 
gun in her face.

1/3/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast A dramatic end to a long 
hostage standoff following a 
bank robbery that last more 
than 6 hours.  Luckily it came 
to an end peacefully as no 
hostages were injured and the 
offender was arrested.

1/4/20 10pm 2:02 Newscast We’re learning more about what 
happened inside a Rockford credit 
union where a man held a female 
employee hostage.  That man 
faces several charges including 
sexually assault and armed 
robbery.

1/5/20 10pm 1:46 Newscast A memorial stands outside an 
apartment building where 
police say a 9mo baby was 
beaten to death this weekend.  
Police saying very little outside 
of that they are investigating 
the crime.

1/6/20 430pm 2:24 Newscast Customers left hanging after a 
break-in at a marijuana 
dispensary.  It comes just less 
than a week after marijuana 
became legal in Illinois the 
break-in happened this 
morning.

1/6/20 430pm 1:45 Newscast A man went missing last month 
and was found dead last Friday 
and now the family of Joseph 
Clopton is looking for answers 
from police as they investigate 
his homicide.
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1/6/20 5pm 2:05 Newscast A man convicted for his part in 
the shooting death of 14yo 
Endia Martin is getting a new 
trial.  Martin was killed back in 
2014 by another teen girl but 
the man accused of supplying 
the gun used to kill Martin had 
his conviction reversed on 
appeal.

1/6/20 10pm 2:11 Newscast It’s unclear if a robbery is 
connected to thieves caught on 
camera breaking into a well-
known downtown store.  And 
this isn’t the first time the store 
has been robbed.

1/7/20 4pm 2:26 Newscast A robbery in Chicago’s Gold 
Coast neighborhood as a 
woman was struck in the face 
and robbed.  She was with 2 
other people when it happened.

1/9/20 10pm 2:04 Newscast A woman is attacked on the 
near north side last night 
speaking out showing us her 
injuries and telling us how she 
fought off her attackers.

1/10/20 430pm 2:01 Newscast A Chicago pastor is embroiled 
in a spending scandal as the 
state contacted with the pastor 
for 3 years to feed the needy 
but now he’s charged with 
stealing that money.

1/13/20 6pm 2:18 Newscast Authorities in DuPage say they 
have solved a cold case murder 
that happened 44 years ago 
today.  Prosecutors believe it 
was a serial killer who 
committed the murder.

1/13/20 10pm 1:16 Newscast A person is dead after a hit and 
run crash.  It happened in the 
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just the last few hours forcing 
police to shut down the street 
as they investigate and look for 
the offending driver.

1/15/20 11am 1:41 Newscast A driver turned himself in and 
police say he confessed to 
hitting and seriously injuring a 
73yo man who was walking in 
the crosswalk.  That man 
appeared in court today for a 
bond hearing.

1/15/20 5pm 1:44 Newscast Testimony begins today in the 
trial of a man charged with 
murdering a Hinsdale woman 
in her home back in 2017.  
Andrea Urban was beaten to 
death and her home was 
burglarized.

1/16/20 5pm 2:09 Newscast The mother of 7-year old 
Heaven Sutton recounts her 
child's final moments as the 
young man convicted of firing 
the bullet that killed her is 
sentenced to prison today.

1/16/20 6pm 2:12 Newscast A reward now being offered in 
the murder of a young man 
who was trying to turn his life 
around.  It happened last night, 
hours after a peace march in 
memory of Dr. king near St 
Sabina church.

1/16/210 10pm 2:15 Newscast 3 children are among five 
people shot inside a west side 
barber shop.  Multiple gunmen 
walked in just after six o'clock 
then walked out before firing 
into the business.

1/17/20 6pm 2:15 Newscast A brazen crime at a west side 
barbershop as Chicago police 
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are searching for 2 men who 
walked in and opened fire and 
we’re hearing from some of the 
victims today.

1/17/20 10pm 1:55 Newscast A 16yo girl has been shot and 
killed.  This marks the 3rd time 
in 24 hours that a child has 
been hit by gunfire in the city.

1/18/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast A mother is upset tonight after 
one of the men convicted of her 
son’s murder walked out of 
prison after his charges were 
reduced.  10yo Arthur Jones 
was shot and killed back in 
2007 and the mom is just 
finding out now that the man 
behind bars was just released.

1/20/20 430pm 2:10 Newscast A warning from Chicago police 
after a series of carjackings 
where women are being 
targeted on the south side.

1/20/20 10pm 1:40 Newscast Aurora police are looking for a 
car that they released 
surveillance images of tonight 
that they say was involved in a 
fatal hit and run accident. 

1/21/20 430pm 1:27 Newscast A brazen burglary in the 
middle of the night with 
cameras capturing every move.  
The manager of a Dunkin store 
shared surveillance images 
with us of what happened.

1/21/20 10pm 1:21 Newscast A 17yo is shot and wounded 
near a Chicago high school.  
Police say it happened during 
an attempted robbery.

1/22/20 4pm 2:10 Newscast Attorneys for a woman serving 
a life sentence for the murder 
of the girlfriend of former 
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Bears player Shaun Gayle are 
efforting a new trial for her and 
want to question Gayle’s alibi.

1/23/20 4pm 2:20 Newscast Robberies on the Red Line as 
this time young people are 
being targeted by adults with 
the most recent incidents 
happening in the afternoon.

1/23/20 430pm 1:53 Newscast It’s been more than 2 months 
since Frank Aguilar was shot 
and killed and the latest court 
developments today brought 
Aguilars family back to the 
courthouse to see what the 
suspects would do and how the 
case would proceed.

1/23/20 5pm 2:54 Newscast She says she survived an attack 
by suspected serial killer Bruce 
Lindahl and it happened in 
1979 in Aurora.  Authorities 
believe Lindahl is responsible 
for as many as 12 murders.

1/23/20 10pm 2:02 Newscast A daylight attack caught on 
camera as a man 
robbing a woman as she 
was busy cleaning off 
the snow from her car.

1/24/20 430pm 2:02 Newscast A jury came back with a guilty 
verdict in the killing of a 
Hinsdale woman. Andrea 
Urban was murdered during a 
break in of her home several 
years ago.

1/25/20 10pm 2:42 Newscast 2 people are dead and 2 others 
hurt after an apparently 
murder-suicide inside a cigar 
lounge in Lisle.  The shooter 
turned the gun on herself.

1//27/20 430pm 2:23 Newscast New developments in a deadly 
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shooting inside a cigar lounge 
in Lisle.  Police found new 
evidence at the suspects home 
that leads them to believe she 
targeted the victims.

1/27/20 10pm 1:23 Newscast Breaking news on the city’s 
Uptown neighborhood as a 
man walks into a hospital with 
a 1yo boy who was hit in the 
head by a bullet.  The man says 
he was standing on the street 
with the boy when someone 
opened fire.

1/28/20 4pm 1:54 Newscast A toddler remains hospitalized 
after he was shot.  CPD say 
today there was a struggle over 
a gun inside the family home 
when the shot was shot in the 
head.  Both parents face 
charges.

1/29/20 430pm 2:46 Newscast Police reacting to a deadly 
shooting during a cellphone 
sale.  A 19yo man was killed 
after allegedly trying to steal 
the device from the seller who 
is also the suspect in the 
shooting.

1/29/20 5pm 1:37 Newscast A man walks out of prison 
today 19 years after he was 
wrongfully convicted of 
murder.  The judge vacated the 
conviction of James Fletcher 
after a request by the state’s 
attorney’s office.

1/30/20 430pm 1:45 Newscast A deadly crash in the suburbs 
left a woman dead and police 
are looking for the driver 
involved in the hit and run.

1/31/20 5pm 2:25 Newscast A warning tonight after men 
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have been targeted in robberies 
involving a stun gun.

2/1/20 10pm 2:32 Newscast An emotional family plea from 
the family of a woman killed in 
a hit and run accident.  Her 
family wants the driver to turn 
themselves in to police.

2/2/20 10pm 1:30 Newscast A firefighter is in the hospital 
tonight after getting shot while 
on the job.  The shooting 
happened this morning as fire 
crews were battling a fire.

2/3/20 5pm 1:58 Newscast An arrest warrant is issued for 
a former teacher in Aurora as 
Luis Mora did not show up in 
court after being accused of 
sexually abusing 2 students 
while working as a teacher in 
the district.

2/4/20 430pm 1:36 Newscast Police in Joliet say a man and 
another caused thousands of 
dollars in damage inside 
Walmart.  Police are looking 
for help to find the culprits.

2/4/20 10pm 1:18 Newscast A suspect is in custody after 
police say a woman was 
attacked and stabbed by a man 
who was performing at a 
downtown subway.

2/5/20 6pm 2:01 Newscast The search is on tonight for a 
man who shot a rider on the 
CTA’s Blue Line.  Police 
releasing surveillance photos of 
a man wanted for opening fire 
on the near west side this 
morning.

2/6/20 430pm 1:57 Newscast Police hope a reward will entice 
someone to turn in the person who 
shot and killed an 18yo to death.  
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It happened last month in 
Merrillville and police are 
offering up $10,000.

2/6/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast We’re hearing from a street 
musician that was attacked and 
stabbed last week on the Red 
Line subway.  There are 
charges in that attack and 
another on the Blue Line as 
CPD say they will work with 
CTA to step up patrols.

2/7/20 430pm 1:41 Newscast A crime spree in the north 
suburbs as police in Deerfield 
say at least 4 thieves are 
breaking into vehicles there.

2/7/20 5pm 2:28 Newscast We’re learning more about a 
man shot and killed last night 
as police are investigating 
whether Clifton Maurice 
Williamson was killed during a 
robbery.

2/7/20 10pm 2:07 Newscast A store clerk was gunned down 
during a shootout with people 
who tried to rob his store.  That 
clerk died from his injuries and 
charges pending against the 
suspects.

2/8/20 10pm 2:15 Newscast 2 teens are now facing first 
degree murder charges accused 
of shooting and killing a store 
owner on the south side.  Police 
say the man was trying to 
defend himself and his store.

2/8/20 10pm 2:18 Newscast We’re learning more about the 
man accused of shooting a 
Chicago firefighter who was 
responding to a car fire.  The 
convicted felon is now facing a 
long list of charges.
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2/9/20 9:45am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was interim Chicago 
Police Superintendent Charlie 
Beck. We talked about violence 
on the CTA, changes Supt. 
Beck has made to the 
department, the search for a 
permanent supt. and more.

2/10/20 10pm 2:04 Newscast A series of home invasions and 
the burglar behind them may be 
the same person responsible for 
similar crimes earlier this year.  
One of the victims of the 
break-ins spoke with us.

2/10/20 10pm 2:09 Newscast A suburban family is pleading 
for the driver involved in a 
tragic hit and run to turn 
himself in. The 12yo boy who 
has autism remains in the 
hospital in critical condition.

2/11/20 4pm 2:11 Newscast Murders in the shooting deaths 
of 2 men in Chicago’s 
Chinatown as the victims were 
killed during a robbery attempt 
early Sunday morning.

2/11/20 10pm 2:34 Newscast Jussie Smollett has been 
indicted again charged this 
time by a special prosecutor 
again accused of lying to police 
about an attack that police say 
Smollett staged on himself.

2/12/20 5pm 1:46 Newscast Police in Deerfield believe they 
have recovered the SUV that 
struck and seriously injured a 
12yo boy during a hit and run.

2/12/20 6pm 2:02 Newscast An emotional tribute to 2 men 
killed in an attempted robbery 
in Chinatown over the 
weekend.  We’re learning more 
about the troubled past of the 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020  Chicago

CATEGORY: VIOLENCE/CRIME/HATE CRIMES
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

man charged in the double 
murder.

2/12/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast A woman shot and hit in the 
face as she drove down the 
street in the car.  She’s talking 
to us about the shooting and the 
subsequent police 
investigation.

2/14/20 430pm 2:01 Newscast We’re learning more details 
about new charges that were 
filed today by the feds against 
singer R Kelly.

2/14/20 5pm 2:17 Newscast A neighborhood is rallying 
around a security guard who 
was shot and badly injured last 
weekend.  Chicago police later 
shot and killed the alleged 
offender.

2/14/20 5pm 1:54 Newscast A judge today reinstated the 
murder convictions of Gerald 
Reed and his life sentence 
despite Reed maintaining his 
innocence.

2/14/20 10pm 2:06 Newscast New details on a story broke 
this afternoon as charges are 
filed against a woman involved 
in a hit and run accident that 
seriously injured a little boy in 
Deerfield.

2/14/20 10pm 1:16 Newscast An 11yo boy is shot and 
wounded and police say the 
shooter is his 7yo sister.  The 
shooting happened on the west 
side and police are 
investigating how the kid got 
the gun.

2/16/20 10pm 2:29 Newscast An alderman is upset saying 
the owner of some horses were 
kept outside of a shack and one 
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of them is dead with the 
alderman getting police 
involved to investigate.

2/17/20 6pm 2:25 Newscast A triple shooting in the CTA 
tunnel leaves 1 man dead and 
it’s the latest in a string of 
violence that has riders worried 
about their safety.

2/18/20 5pm 1:23 Newscast For the 2nd time in just days, a 
puppy has been stolen from a 
local pet store.  The animals are 
said to be worth thousands of 
dollars.

2/20/20 430pm 2:14 Newscast Chicago police are searching 
for at least 2 people behind a 
series of hold-ups that they say 
are all connected.  The 
robberies happened in 3 
separate neighborhoods.

2/20/20 5pm 2:26 Newscast A man charged with sexually 
assaulting a 3yo girl in 
McDonald’s bathroom is 
staying behind bars tonight.  
The man was being 
investigated for trespassing 
when police recognized him as 
the man wanted for the attack 
on the child.

2/20/20 6pm 1:49 Newscast A dog rescued from certain 
death as someone spotted a dog 
stuffed in a double bagged 
trash bag on the side of the 
road. Now the forest preserve 
police are investigating who 
did this to the animal.

2/20/20 6pm 2:09 Newscast A wild day on the mag mile as 
thieves struck 2 stores with 
some suspects in one of the 
crimes stopped on a set of El 
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tracks while the others got 
away from police.

2/20/20 10pm 2:12 Newscast Tonight Casey Urlacher didn’t 
answer the door as we tried to 
question him about the federal 
charges he faces along with 9 
others in an illegal gambling 
business.

2/20/20 10pm 2:07 Newscast Chicago’s top interim cop 
talking tonight about the arrest 
of a man wanted for a shooting 
in the CTA subway and 
revealing new details about that 
crime.

2/21/20 5pm 2:39 Newscast The man known as the Starved 
Rock Killer is expected to 
report to a halfway house here 
in Chicago tonight after being 
released from prison on parole 
nearly 60 years after the 
conviction.

2/21/20 10pm 2:01 Newscast Chicago leaders are 
announcing plans to address a 
rash of crimes on 2 fronts as 
there’s been an uptick in 
violence on the CTA and a rise 
in the number of carjackings.

2/22/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast There are questions tonight 
surrounding the shooting of a 
woman yesterday in the South 
Shore neighborhoods as police 
say she might have been 
targeted.

2/24/20 4pm 2:15 Newscast Harvey Weinstein is now 
convicted of rape and sexual 
assault but he was found not 
guilty on 3 other counts with 
the jury returning the verdict 
today.
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2/24/20 430pm 2:20 Newscast The driver behind the wheel of 
a stolen vehicle slammed into 
the median spinning out.  
Police say the owner was 
carjacked in Calumet Park and 
led police on a chase that ended 
on the Dan Ryan here in 
Chicago.

2/24/20 6pm 2:00 Newscast Actor Jussie Smollett arrived in 
court today and pled not guilty 
to the charges against him 
accusing him of lying to police.

2/24/20 6pm 2:08 Newscast A Chicago police program to 
keep people addicted to drugs 
out of jail is being expanded 
because it’s working so well.

2/25/20 430pm 2:11 Newscast A deadly hit and run happened 
this morning out in Schiller 
Park.  A vehicle collided into a 
pedestrian crossing the street 
killing that person and then 
taking off as police are 
investigating.

2/25/20 5pm 2:40 Newscast Charges tonight in the 2016 
murders of a Sycamore woman 
and her adult son who were 
killed inside their rural home.  
A former Chicago resident is 
now charged in the murders.

2/25/20 6pm 2:26 Newscast A mother of 3 is shot and killed 
after a struggle at a north side 
apartment building and we’re 
learning more about her and a 
possible link to a previous 
shooting.

2/25/20 10pm 1:47 Newscast 5 people have been shot with 
one of them killed after shots 
were fired into a store.  Police 
say an 18yo young woman just 
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shopping by herself was the 
victim who died.

2/26/20 4pm 2:15 Newscast Chicago police are searching 
for 3 shooters who walked into 
a food mart and opened fire.  A 
young nursing student was 
killed and her family is talking 
about the incident and pleading 
for more info into the suspects.

2/26/20 10pm 2:20 Newscast New details about a deadly 
shooting rampage at the 
Molson Coors facility in 
Milwaukee today as we are live 
on the scene from the shooting 
that left 5 people dead before 
the gunman was killed as well.

2/27/20 430pm 1:59 Newscast Marni Yang is fighting for a 
new trial serving a life sentence 
in a 2007 murder.  We talked to 
her lawyers who say they won 
a victory today in court that 
could clear her name.

2/27/20 10pm 2:40 Newscast More investigation continues 
today where 5 people were 
killed at a facility in 
Milwaukee and police are 
releasing the IDs of all the 
victims.

3/1/20 10pm 1:46 Newscast A police chase ends with a 
driver crashing into 2 southside 
homes.  Police arrested the 
driver and we are talking with 
the homeowners.

3/2/20 430pm 1:56 Newscast A woman claims she was 
sexually assaulted by an Uber 
driver during a trip Sunday 
night.  Police are currently 
investigating and talking with 
the woman.



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

January 1, 2020 –March 31, 2020  Chicago

CATEGORY: VIOLENCE/CRIME/HATE CRIMES
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

3/3/20 5pm 1:40 Newscast A deadly shooting inside a 
fieldhouse at a park in Chicago 
which also houses an early 
voting polling place. Police 
cleared that out as they 
investigated the shooting.

3/3/20 6pm 1:57 Newscast An emotional afternoon in a 
courtroom as prosecutors lay 
out their murder case against 
Shomari Leggette who is 
accused of shooting and killing 
former CPD commander Paul 
Bauer.

3/4/20 430pm 2:18 Newscast This is day 2 of the murder trial 
for the man accused of killing 
CPD Commander Paul Bauer 
and prosecutors played videos 
and presented photos today that 
could help convict Shomari 
Legghette.

3/5/20 430pm 2:16 Newscast Charges into a deadly bar 
stabbing as a marine veteran 
was re-arrested in the case 
almost 2 weeks after a young 
man was killed.  He appeared 
in court today on the murder 
charges.

3/6/20 430pm 2:21 Newscast More testimony today at the 
trial of a man accused of killing 
Chicago police commander 
Paul Bauer as we hear from a 
key witness that was on the 
stand today.

3/7/20 10pm 1:15 Newscast A murder at an AirBnB rental 
home in Barrington.  Police are 
still at the scene and we are live 
with the latest on the police 
investigation.

3/10/20 430pm 1:22 Newscast A death investigation on the 
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city’s south side as a woman 
was found stabbed inside her 
home.  Police are trying to 
determine if it’s a homicide and 
develop any clues to the case.

3/11/20 5pm 2:30 Newscast The prosecution rests in the 
trial of a man accused of killing 
a CPD commander.  Shomari 
Legghette is expected to take 
the stand in his own defense 
tomorrow.

3/12/20 5pm 1:45 Newscast Closing arguments are 
scheduled to begin tomorrow at 
the trial of Shomari Legghette 
who did not take the stand 
today in his own defense.

3/12/20 430pm 2:08 Newscast There have been 39 carjackings 
in the last 20 days in Chicago.  
That’s down from 126 in the 1st 
7 weeks this year and police 
formed a task force to cut down 
on the number of carjackings.

3/13/20 5pm 2:25 Newscast A guilty verdict tonight in the 
trial of a man accused of 
murdering Commander Paul 
Bauer.  We are live there in the 
courtroom with the latest. 
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1/2020-3/2020 Various :04;:05 PSA JIMMY KIMMEL LIVE
Promoting Jimmy Kimmel Live

3/2020 Various :15;:30 PSA CENSUS AWARENESS/AD 
COUNCIL states the effects of 
the Census and encourages the 
completion of the 2020 Census.

1/2/20/ 430pm 2:15 Newscast It’s a class in the water and you 
don’t need to know how to swim.  
We visit a place in Willow 
Springs that’s teaching a class 
which is popular in Europe.

1/7/20 10pm 1:44 Newscast It’s the night fans of Jeopardy 
have been waiting for as the 
show’s 3 greatest champions 
finally squared off against each 
other.  One of the contestant has 
local ties and there was a watch 
party for him.

1/8/20 6pm 1:50 Newscast The boyd of a grain elevator 
worker was recovered from 
inside a grain bin.  He fell in 
while working this afternoon just 
outside of Manteno.

1/13/20 5pm 2:33 Newscast An electrified manhole cover is 
blamed for injuring some dogs in 
the city.  Witnesses say at least 4 
dogs were shocked when they 
stepped on the cover.

1/17/20 4pm 1:42 Newscast A cheating scandal involving the 
winners of the World Series is the 
main topic at the Cubs 
Convention as fans get their 
voices in as to how MLB should 
handle the situation.

1/17/20 430pm 1:52 Newscast A teen is helping pave the way 
for women in a relatively new 
sport.  Maya Chan is a member of 
the youth Olympic team 
competing in bobsledding and is 
from Chicago.

1/20/20 4pm 2:25 Newscast How affordable housing is 
defined is crucial to the fight to 



find solutions for those who need 
it.  We look at how it’s looked at 
a sense of the numbers going 
forward.

1/20/20 5pm 2:20 Newscast A fire sweeps through a south 
side church destroying the 
building and the food pantry it 
housed.  We’re live on the scene 
of the fire.

1/21/20 430pm 2:17 Newscast Chicagoland will be represented 
on the field in the Super Bowl as 
several players on both teams are 
from the area and we spotlight 
some of them.

1/22/20 4pm 2:37 Newscast The Grammys are presented this 
weekend and Donald Lawrence is 
up for Best Gospel Award and he 
produces and performs right here 
in Chicago.

1/22/20 10pm 1:55 Newscast A man in his 90s and a toddler 
both in the hospital critically hurt 
after they were rescued from a 
fire.

1/24/20 4pm 1:35 Newscast McCormick Place will be filled 
with White Sox fans all weekend 
as the annual Soxfest is taking 
place hyping the team and the 
moves made this off-season.

1/26/20 10pm 11:15 Newscast The sports world stunned tonight 
over the death of Kobe Bryant 
who died along with his 13yo 
daughter and several others in a 
helicopter crash.

1/27/20 10pm 2:01 Newscast Several landmarks in Chicago lit 
up in purple and gold which are 
the colors of the Lakers to honor 
Kobe Bryant.  Inside the United 
Center, the Bulls and fans there 
held a moment of silence for him.

1/28/20 430pm 1:48 Newscast The Adler Planetarium is 
upgrading their telescope at its 
observatory and we watched as 
the new instrument was put into 
place today.

1/28/20 6pm 1:56 Newscast News tonight that a popular 
summer tradition is over as Old 



St Pat’s church is no longer going 
to put on their “World’s Largest 
Block Party” event.

1/29/20 430pm 2:43 Newscast It’s been just 1 year since Jussie 
Smollett claimed he was attacked 
here in Chicago and that original 
incident has still continued with 
fallout in various directions 
including new filing in a lawsuit 
on the case.

2/5/20 430pm 2:01 Newscast Several Chicago firefighters are 
fed up saying after months of 
preparing for an exam to get a 
promotion, it was cancelled 
because the company running it 
had technology issues.

2/6/20 4pm 2:20 Newscast It’s Oscar time and this weekend 
someone will take home the 
trophy for best song and we talk 
with some of the contenders for 
it.

2/10/20 4pm 2:41 Newscast An animated short tells the story 
of an African American dad 
trying to style his little girl’s hair.  
The creator of that film which 
won an Oscar last night is from 
Chicago and talked with us.

2/11/20 6pm 1:51 Newscast We’re learning more about the 
plans to honor the 5 people who 
were killed in a workplace 
shooting.  The city announced the 
details of what they have planned 
for Saturday’s anniversary.

2/11/20 10pm 4:09 Newscast Chance the Rapper sat down with 
us and talked about his plans for 
ways to represent the city of 
Chicago during the NBA All-Star 
weekend long festivities.

2/12/20 4pm 2:49 Newscast Celebrity journalist Candace 
Jordan is a familiar face to many 
Chicagoans always shining a 
spotlight on nonprofit 
organizations.

2/12/20 430pm 1:59 Newscast After more than 4 months in an 
ICE detention center a high 
school senior is being released.  



We spoke with supporters who 
are trying to help her seek 
asylum.

2/13/20 10pm 2:23 Newscast Chicago is the center of the 
basketball world this weekend as 
the NBA All-Star game is 
Sunday and there’s a host of local 
events and celebrity sightings 
around Chicago building up 
excitement for the big game.

2/14/20 10pm 2:35 Newscast NBA All-Star weekend is in full 
effect across Chicago and the 
stars are out tonight at several big 
events including tonight’s 
celebrity game in the south loop. 

2/15/20 10pm 3:32 Newscast Tonight it’s the Skills Challenge 
and 3 point contest along with the 
dunk contest as part of the All-
Star weekend and fans are lining 
up to see the winners.

2/16/20 10pm 1:55 Newscast 7 people are in the hospital 
tonight after a fire gutted an 
apartment building.  A 5yo boy 
and 3 police officers are among 
those injured.

2/16/20 10pm 2:25 Newscast The NBA All-Star game is 
tonight and thousands of fans 
packed the United Center to see 
their favorite basketball players 
and then hung around trying to 
get autographs.

2/19/20 5pm 2:10 Newscast We’re hearing from one of the 
whistleblowers in the case that 
led to Rod Blagojevich’s 
conviction.  He was accused of 
trying to extort money from 
former hospital CEO Pam Davis.

2/20/20 430pm 2:29 Newscast Rod Blagojevich has made his 
case for prison reform but is he 
really the person who should be 
making that message.  We talk 
with a man who wrongfully 
served decades in prison for a 
crime he didn’t commit and is 
talking about ways to change the 
prison system.



2/21/20 10pm 2:15 Newscast A service dog that was stolen 
from its owner is back in the 
owners hands tonight as the 
thieves saw our report about the 
dog and had a change of heart 
and returned it.

2/22/20 10pm 2:00 Newscast A dramatic water rescue today in 
the Jackson Park lagoon as a 
woman went into the ice after her 
dog fell through and both were 
pulled out.

2/22/20 10pm 2:11 Newscast A vision for land around the 
proposed Obama Library as its’ 
an ambitious take on building up 
the Woodlawn community as the 
focus is community driven and 
was unveiled today.

2/24/20 10pm 1:44 Newscast The Staples Center out in LA was 
packed with fans and celebrities 
and current and former NBA 
players who paid tribute to Kobe 
Bryant during an emotional 
service.

2/26/20 5pm 2:23 Newscast Residents on Chicago’s south 
side are preparing to go door-to-
door in an effort to get people to 
complete the census next month 
and there is special concern in 
underserved neighborhoods like 
Englewood.

2/27/20 5pm 1:58 Newscast A Cook County Circuit court 
judge is reassigned to 
administrative duty after security 
video shows a judge putting a girl 
into a holding cell and leaving 
her alone.

3/3/20 4pm 1:55 Newscast The professional squash tour is in 
Chicago right now with the 
world’s best players competing 
for $500,000 in prize money.

3/6/20 430pm 1:20 Newscast President Trump traveled to 
Tennessee today for the first time 
visiting areas hit by the 
tornadoes.  Many of the pets 
there are left homeless and were 
brought back here to Chicago 



where we caught up to them.
3/9/20 430pm 1:37 Newscast There’s a new push to try and 

regulate the amount of 
information that your home’s 
digital devices collect on you as 
they could be lawfully obtained 
and collected currently.

3/10/20 6pm 2:18 Newscast A Chicago Jewish Catholic 
delegation is calling off its trip 
this week to the Holy Land as 
Cardinal Cupich is instead 
focusing on matters here 
monitoring health reports of his 
staff and reflects with us on the 1 
year anniversary of their sex 
abuse summit.

3/13/20 430pm 2:01 Newscast Also impacted by the pandemic is 
Chicago’s theater community as 
most shows and concerts are 
either cancelled or postponed.

3/20/20 4pm 1:38 Newscast We’ve been asking our viewers 
to share some of the ways that 
they are spending their time 
during these unusual 
circumstances and using the 
hashtag “In this Together” we 
highlight some of them.

3/29/20 8am 2:48 Newscast From the dance floor to your 
living room.  The Fred Astaire 
Dance Studio is offering free 
lessons through its brand new 
online studio.  The goal is to keep 
people moving their feet.


