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Smartphone App For 
Access To City Of 
Dothan Resources

News Program         07/11/2022 7:32p  3:00 mins Dothan City App 
July 11, 2022 

Deborah SFX: The city of Dothan recently 
launched a new app for smartphone devices. 
The purpose of the app is to give community 
members access to several resources in one 
location. Vincent Vincent with the city of 
Dothan gives more details about the city of 
Dothan app. 

Vincent SFX: So we've been working on the 
app for several years now. And we wanted to 
produce a product that was useful to people we 
didn't want to have just weather and those kinds 
of things. We wanted to have an app that you 
could actually do things with. So with our app, 
you can compare your facility bills, get concert 
tickets, you can sign your children up for sports 
activities through Leisure Services. You can 
sign up for alerts, and media notifications. 
There's all kinds of things that you can do with 
it. We also have a power outage map. So it 
powers out within the city of Dothan and you 
can see the the areas of town that are are 
affected. So anyway, we're really proud of the 
progress we've made on it. And we're really 
excited. 



Deborah SFX: I looked at it and it was just 
amazing. And I think it's free. And everybody 
can jus go to their app store and download it. 

Vincent SFX: That's right. It's available in both 
Apple and Android and all you have to do is 
search for the city of Dothan and you'll be able 
to find it in either of the app stores. And it like 
you said it's free. So it's a it's a really good 
product. And we've had a lot of feedback so far, 
so we're hoping that people will take advantage 
of it. Another feature that I wanted to mention 
about the app is that you can report a concern 
so you can report a pothole or if there's an issue 
that you'd like the city to know about. There's a 
there's a tile on the app where you can report a 
concern and let us know what we need to know 
and we can get it taken care of. So we hope that 
everyone finds it to be a good tool and useful 
and we hope everyone downloads it and uses it. 

Deborah SFX: Can you determine how many 
people have downloaded thus far? 

Vincent SFX: Yes, there is a way to do that. 
We were going to kind of wait to run the 
analytics to see how many people have signed 
up to date so I don't know As of right this 
minute and also has 

Deborah SFX: 
And also it has like the city agenda like for City 
Commission meetings? 



Health Services For 
Foster Parenting In Our 
Community.

 

News Program 07/18/2022 7:32p       3:00 mins

Vincent SFX: That's correct. Most people live 
on their cell phones these days and we wanted 
to we wanted to have a product that was 
available that would be useful people don't 
necessarily have to be in town and and a lot of 
the things are linked right back to our website. 
So this is kind of a web based program. And so 
we're really pleased with the way that it turned 
out. It took us a couple of years to do it. Like I 
said we would rather give you something good 
and useful than the not. So anyway, we hope 
everyone enjoys it and we'd love to hear for 
everybody and find out what everyone thinks. 

Deborah SFX I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 
for WOOF News

Health Connect America Foster Parenting 
July 18, 2022 Community Information 

Deborah SFX: Health Connect America 
provides mental and behavioral health services 
to children, families, and adults across multiple 
states. If you are have an interest in Fostering 
children Candace Crenshaw Douglass has more 
information 

Candice SFX: When you're a foster parent, 
you're pretty much doing the service to help 
other families kind of sort of get themselves 



together. So there's two things there's 
preservation, there's reunification with THR. So 
we're gonna patient means that you know, 
maybe there's some circumstances in your 
home that you might have to have your children 
be taken care of by another parent for a little 
while. I'm asking you kind of get yourself 
together, they'll reunite into your home. So 
foster parents would be the interim parents that 
kind of take care of your kids and meantime, 
what preservation the parents would keep their 
children home while the they get services but 
so foster care, just they're pretty much interim 
parents. 

Deborah SFX: So what is the process to 
become a foster parent? 

Candice SFX: you get trained, you get certified 
so you can do it on your over zoom, but we 
prefer in person and you take your classes, um, 
you read the books that we have, but you take 
your test, we pretty much come in your home, 
make sure that it's safe and then you're 
certified. 

Deborah SFX Both parents would have to take 
a certification if so, if you're if they're married 
both parents they can but it can be under one 
one parent, so you don't have to be married to 
be a foster parent. 



                                               

Deborah SFX: Is there a cost involved with 
foster parenting? 

Candice SFX: So generally, if you're already a 
parent, it'd be the same as if you had a child in 
your home so the same costs will  be applied? 

Deborah SFX:  Is their state funding? 

Candice SFX: Yes. So we will pay the foster 
parents monthly to help offset the costs if 
there's additional costs, but yes, you do get paid 
to be a foster parent. 

Deborah SFX:  Let me ask you this to become a 
foster parent. Will they go through some sort of 
system as it through DHR? Do they go online 
and say I want to be a foster parent? How does 
that work? 

Candice SFX: So the children come to us 
they're referred by thr but Health Connect 
America is a TFC agency. So in order to get 
referred, you can drop by the office and talk to 
us or you can go to Health Connect 
america.com There's a referral link. There's also 
a foster parent link and you just plug that 
information in and you'll get a call from one of 
us. 

Deborah SFX:  Okay, how long does it take to 
actually get a child placed into the home? 

Candice SFX:  So it just really depends. So 



once you are certified, we will send you 
information about the child and you can say yes 
or no so if there'll be a good fit in your home, 
so you do get the other side if they can come 
into your home. So what we do, we put them in 
for a couple of days. So it's called a pre 
placement and you can tell us whether or not 
they're a good fit for your home. 

Deborah SFX: Can you request an age? 

Candice SFX: Yes, you can. But we'll send you 
know a bunch of referrals to see if you might, 
you know, take somebody outside of that age. 
range where we're going to try to place the 
child of your preference in the room 

Deborah SFX: and just tell our audience who 
they need to contact you know about foster 
parenting. 

Candice SFX: Okay, you will go to help 
connect america.com You can go to the 
therapeutic foster care tab and you can look 
about the information on there and you can fill 
out the referral form. 

Deborah SFX: I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 
for WOOF News



Vendor Opportunities To 
Work With Dothan 
Housing Authority

News Program 07/25/2022 7:32p 3:00 mins Dothan Housing Authority Vendor Fair 
July 25, 2022 

Deborah SFX: Dothan Housing Authority is 
hosting it's first Vendor Fair on Thursday, July 
28th. Leah Gunn the Community Relations 
Manager at Dothan Housing Authority has 
more information. 

Gunn SFX: We'll be having our first annual 
Vendor Fair 2022 designed to solicit local 
business owners as well as business owners in 
the surrounding Wiregrass area to come and 
work with Dothan Housing Authority. You'll be 
able to partner and possibly procure a 
government entity contract. So at this particular 
vendor fair, we'll have a keynote speaker which 
is going to be Miss Jean Somerville, and she's 
going to explain to businesses how to 
adequately go about the process of possibly 
getting on the Dothan Housing vendor list and 
what to do after you've gotten on that list. So 
how to how to bid on RFPs and how to bid on 
potential government contracts so that you can 
take your business to a new high and a new 
new level. 

There's plenty of availability on our vendor list. 
We're looking for HVAC  technicians, 
electricians, we're looking for plumbers 
detailers because we do have an auto mobile 
fleet as well. We have vans and cars that need 
servicing. We're also looking for a caterers 
because we have events and strategic plan 



oriented events that will be taking place with 
those in housing as well. We're looking for 
literally every type of small business that you 
can think of for you to come and get involved 
with both in housing and because we have 
several business opportunities available to all 
that we would really like to see our small 
businesses taking advantage of. 

Deborah SFX: So this is going to take place on 
the 28th this Thursday. And so how can people 
sign up or businesses sign up to be a part of the 
vendor. 

Gunn SFX: the vendor fair is actually free to 
the public. So what we just want you to do is 
registration is mandatory you can visit Dothan 
housing.org forward slash vendor fair in order 
to register your business for the vendor fair 
even if you just are a licensed entity and you 
don't necessarily have the insurance you don't 
have to have the insurance to attend the vendor 
fair. We can show you how to get those items. 
Um, but we just want to see these businesses 
get into the door and get the vital information 
pertaining to of course RFPs procurement and 
also section three activity for your business 
who will be able to attend this event is open to 
the public in the surrounding areas even if 
you're just over the Alabama line. In Georgia or 
Florida, please come and attend. We want to 
see you want to see your representatives. 
Again, this is a free event. It starts 
approximately 9am breakfast and lunch is 
going to be included with this and so it'll be 



 Honoring And 
Remembering Fight To 
End Polio

 

News Program

 

08/08/2022

 

7:32p 3:00 mins

taking place at the DoubleTree by Hilton and 
Dothan Alabama. 

 So if you're within the area and you just want 
to understand exactly what we do at Dothan 
Housing or if you're a homeowner or landlord, 
any property owner developer construction 
work, you can come by and just see what 
avenues are available for you to potentially 
partner with Dothan Housing Authority and 
also to potentially meet some other local 
business owners in the area. 

So if you want to have more information on our 
Vendor Fair or to understand how you partner 
with Dothan Housing, you can call 334-796-
2323 and ask to speak to the Community 
Relations Manager which is me Leah Gunn. 

Deborah SFX: I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 
for WOOF news

Polio Statue Unveiled at Tuskgee University 
August 8, 2022 

Deborah SFX: A new statue was unveiled last 
week at Tuskegee University honoring and 
remembering the fight to end polio. Bruce 
McNeil helped to head up that project along 
with Rotary District 6880 representing the two 
Dothan Rotary clubs. 



McNeil SFX: Rotary has been in the forefront 
of eradicating polio worldwide and been 
working at it real hard since 1985. We're down 
to 400,000 cases a year down to about 20 cases 
this past year in Afghanistan and Pakistan, but 
we knew there was something special at 
Tuskegee. We wanted to do something to 
recognize the things that happened at Tuskegee 
Institute. There was actually two things going 
on one, they developed a poliomyelitis 
treatment center for the black kids, you know, 
black kids,  didn't have anywhere to go for 
treatment. So they build a facility there and 
began treating kids with rehabilitation braces. 
So there was a lot of special work that was 
done at the Poliomyelitis Center in the 40s and 
early 50s to take care of that population. 

Also on campus, there was a lot of research. I 
know a lot of people may not know about the 
HeLa Cell, but there was an African American 
lady that had I think it was ovarian cancer and 
her cells were very special. To do the research 
we had to have cells that this lady's cells was so 
special, they actually reproduced them on 
regular basis. 

So there's a lot of HeLa Cell research, which 
was very important in the final cure or vaccine 
that that so came up with, and so they're they 
what they did on campus was very important. 
So but what we did statue was we put together 
or had constructed a statue with a famous 
physician or nurse and one of the young 
patients and we had a statue of obviously we 



had raised a lot of funds to make this happen. 

Actually our local Dothan Rotary Club and 
Tuesday Dothan Rotary Club wrote grants to 
help with that. There was a lot of supporters 
that even the state legislator got involved in 
giving money toward the project, federal judge 
Maron Thompson judge Thompson was born 
interesting. Judge Thompson had polio and was 
treated there at the institute. We were accepted 
that we could move recognition to the Tuskegee 
University, and and all the people that work so 
far. Good work the years past to eradicate 
polio. 

Deborah SFX:So how does that make you feel 
to to head up something like that? I mean, that's 
that statue is going to be there forever for 
people to see and how does that make you feel 
knowing that you are part of that? 

McNeil SFX: Well, obviously, is extremely 
rewarding. But I can assure you that took a lot 
of a lot of people working magic to make it 
happen. It was a Rotary project, our district 
6880 was the lead in this project and I'm proud 
to that our two Dothan clubs were involved in 
the project. And you know, like you say, it'll be 
there forever and ever, hopefully, just decided 
to do something that will bring recognition to 
that community. 

Deborah SFX: I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 
for WOOF news



Health Of The Men In 
Our Community

News Program 08/15/2022 7:32p 3:00 mins Men's Health Fair 
August 15, 2022 

Deborah SFX: After being absent for two years 
Southeast Health's Men's Health Fair is 
returning to the Dothan Civic Center. Southeast 
Health Public Relations spokesperson Gloria 
Biddings tells us more. 

Gloria Bidding SFX: by physical exam we'll be 
doing a stroke assessments, Vision testing, 
blood pressure, COPD and asthma and also the 
height, weight and the dreaded body fat. Now 
that's by physical exam, but by a single blood 
draw, we will be checking the PSA for demand 
their testosterone levels of cholesterol and 
thyroid and their glucose and tell us why you 
all focus on men in particular, you know, for 
years, I mean, just do not have not and just do 
not like to go to the doctor. And we picked up 
on that over 30 years ago, as long as I've been 
doing it and we decided to kind of bring the 
doctor to them and by offering it in a 
community let them come on take advantage of 
these free testing we finally get now the 
numbers are growing. We hope that number is 
still gonna continue to grow because we've 
been gone for two years due to COVID. 

And the last time we had it, which was back in 
2019. We had about 500 participants so we're 
hoping to get at least two to 300 if that 500 
This year, so we just want these guys to come 
on back or back stronger and hopefully better 



  

 

than ever. And just tell us to that it doesn't just 
stop there with a test. 

Deborah SFX: You take it a little bit further? 

Gloria SFX: Yes we do. We will make sure 
they get their results. Within 14 days after they 
had it. And then we advise them there's 
something wrong if the tests come back a little 
bit elevated. Hey, this is what you need to do. 
You can find yourself a doctor or call the 
hospital and we can help you try to locate one 
that you have a doctor just follow up with your 
own doctor just letting them know just give 
them a baseline of what's going on. With them. 
But if the numbers are really elevated we have I 
didn't come on and try ER or go to any er that 
particular day so we can kind of get a jump on 
what's going on here that you will start this 
event okay and what was the mission of it then 
and is it still the same dimension is still the 
same the mission was to get these gentlemen to 
come on and take advantage of free health 
screenings, but we were mainly targeting 
prostate cancer because by the time the 
especially African Americans were diagnosed 
with it, it was at like at stage four. So now we 
do this to let people know early detection is the 
key. So therefore we're saving gentleman, we're 
getting all the results earlier. They're following 
up early and we're saving lives lately to dare 
the guy in your life that's near and dear to you. 
Whether that's your husband, your dad, your 
son, your neighbor or friend, please encourage 
them to come out and take advantage of this 



Fine Arts In Our 
Community

News Program 08/22/2022 7:32p 3:00 mins

free community health care. 

Deborah SFX: give us the date of this again and 
the time. 

Gloria SFX: It is Saturday August the 20th at 
the Dothan Civic Center from 8am until 11am. 
And also we're encouraging like we've done in 
the past participants are ask to bring non 
perishable food items and those items will be 
donated to the Wiregrass Food Bank. 

Deborah SFX: I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 
for WOOF News

SEACT 
August 22, 2022 

Deborah SFX: The Southeast Alabama 
Community Theatre has announced its 
upcoming stage plays for the 2022-23 season. 
The first play that takes to the stage this week is 
"The Play That Goes Wrong" . Jennifer  Love 
Doherty Executive Director at SEACT talks 
about the upcoming season's live performaces. 

Jennifer SFX:We actually have 8 full 
productions. It's one of the biggest seasons 
we've ever had before for those are the 
traditional productions that people are used to. 
And four of those are youth productions 
featuring our Wiregrass Drama Club that's the 
18 and under age group, so we open with the 



play that goes wrong in August in September 
we have frozen JR by Wiregrass Drama Club 
that will be at the Cultural Arts Center in 
October we're bringing SpongeBob the musical 
to the Dothan Opera House. 

That is going to be a larger than live colorful. 
You might need sunglasses, just a big family 
time to enjoy live theater. We will have a 
Christmas production this year. With Wiregrass 
Drama Club called the best Christmas Pageant 
Ever. And then we move into 2023 Where 
again, we have additional comedies we have 
Beauty and the Beast Jr. Which will be our 
Wiregrass Drama Club competition team on the 
Opera House stage. We have a comedy a 
smaller comedy called Exit laughing which is a 
really funny show. about someone who dies. I 
know that sounds odd, but it is and then we 
have the great American Trailer Park musical 
which I will say is exactly what it sounds. 

And we close the season with word restaurant 
mclubbe Presenting Disney's Descendants 
which is a musical that features the descendants 
of Disney characters that people have grown up 
with and know with love. It's a big season. So 
this week see act opens its 2022 2023 season 
with a comedy called the play that goes wrong 
and it delivers exactly what the title is. Telling 
features a community theater group which 
sounds familiar and they are actually presenting 
a murder mystery to the audience and they are 
trying their hardest but the play goes wrong in a 
lot of different humorous comedy ways. And 
this theater troupe is just trying as hard as they 



 

College To Train 
Caregivers In Our 
Community

News Program 09/05/2022 7:32p 3:00 mins

can to the show must go on right so they're just 
trying as hard as they can to make sure that 
they don't have to stop the curtain and find the 
things that are last pick up the things that are 
falling, fix the set that's the things are going 
wrong with so I think it's going to be one of the 
favorites as the Act has ever done before. If 
you've ever come to see as the ACT show 
sometimes you might see something on stage 
and you're not so sure you might ask your 
neighbor Hey, was that supposed to happen? 
And that's sort of the beauty of live theatre. It's 
really a different show every night because you 
just deal with things as they happen. But in this 
particular show, you really aren't going to know 
what was supposed to happen and maybe what 
was not supposed to happen and that's part of 
where the comedy comes from. Tickets for this 
show are available 24 hours a day at the 
acc.com they're $20 apiece. We also have 
office hours inside the Cultural Arts Center on 
weekdays between nine to noon. Or you can 
give us a call at 334-794-0400 

Deborah SFX: I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 
for WOOF news

SARCOA Caregiver College 
September 5, 2022 

Deborah SFX: SARCOA is inviting the public 
to Caregiver College presented by the Alabama 
Cares Program. This no cost event will be held 



on September 15. from 930 until 230 at 
SARCO that's located at 1075 Brannon Stand 
Roade Deb Hodges has more information about 
upcoming event. 

Hodgett SFX: Caregiver College is an event for 
caregivers to be under one roof and learn more 
about how they can be better caregivers and 
take better care of themselves and just learn 
about more resources within the community 
that they can take advantage of and you know, 
help with wrested and maybe learn a little more 
about how to prevent scams and frauds how to 
do maybe more self care, learn a little bit more 
about the insurance structure as well. 

Deborah SFX: Who's going to be there? 

Hodgett SFX:  We're going to have the police 
and fire department come and speak on Home 
Safety and how to prevent certain situations 
within the home to provide more safety for the 
one you're caring for. The Alabama Security 
Commission is going to be here to talk about 
fraud scams and how to prevent that. We're also 
going to have some staff from SARCOA to talk 
more on what we can provide to the caregiver. 
We also have people from the bank system 
Synovus coming and talking about maybe some 
of the powers of attorney and things of that 
nature, you know, things to protect people's 
finances. 

Deborah SFX: And so this is open to any 



 
 

caregiver or do they need to register in 
advance? 

Hodgett SFX:  Yes, that is very important 
because space is limited. So if anybody would 
like to register for the event, they can go to 
www dot sar coa.org And it's so nice because 
our website the event pops right up when you 
go on the website homepage, or you can call 
334-793-6843. 

Deborah SFX: And how important is this event 
for a caregiver? 

Hodgett SFX: I mean, this really can give them 
so many tools to help right so a lot of people go 
on the internet or they look for other resources 
to help them navigate their role. As a caregiver, 
because not many of us prepare to be a 
caregiver in our lives, but we find ourselves in 
those situations. So this is a nice event because 
it brings a lot of resources under one roof, and 
if they have any questions for the person enters 
there is time for questions and answers. And 
they can talk to him on an individual basis. The 
nice thing about this event is it is a no cost 
event and because it's 930 to 230 we will 
provide lunch for the attendees go online to 
sign up or can they call to register they can call 
and we can sign them up over the phone 
because we do understand that not everybody 
has a computer and technology available to 
them at home. So we're happy to take a phone 
call and then register for that. 

Deborah SFX: I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 



Raise Awareness About 
Sickle Cell Disease In 
Our Community

News Program 09/19/2022 7:32p 3:00 mins

for WOOF News

11th Annual Sickle Cell Walk 
September 19, 2022 

Deborah SFX: September is Sickle Cell 
Awareness Month.. Join the Community 
Advancement Foundation and other 
organizations to help raise awareness about 
sickle cell disease and ways of finding a cure at 
the 11th Annual Sickle Cell Walk. Dr. Robin 
Bynum of the foundation has more details. 

Bynum SFX: Sickle Cell Disease is whe the red 
blood cells have an abnormal  shape a normal 
vandalising is red, but a person that has sickle 
cell disease. When they have a crisis, their sales 
actually sickle and when they sickle is hard for 
those sales to go through their veins and it 
causes inflammation and that inflammation can 
cause pain, but it also can lead to organs not 
functioning properly. 

Deborah SFX: You all are trying to raise funds 
for the local chapter for research? 

Bynum SFX:  actually it is to assist clients with 
needs that they have, for example, our clients, 
they are serviced by the sickle cell clinics in 
Mobile and in Birmingham and these funds 
help provide transportation for those clients. 



 

Also that he can help with medication that may 
be needed as well as other services that might 
need to be provided. 

Deborah SFX: How can the public help break 
the cycle? 

Bynum SFX:  the National Sickle Cell 
Association as well as the Alabama chapters we 
are part of the research studies and the research 
that is being done to try to break this cycle to 
provide research to eliminate sickle cell 
disease. 

Deborah SFX: So the cycle can also be broken 
by awareness? 

Bynum SFX: Absolutely because sickle cell 
anemia is an inherited disease. So one of the 
functions that the southeast Alabama sickle cell 
Association provides is testing for all newborns 
in the state of Alabama and our newborn 
screening and that testing identifies whether the 
child has the trait or if the child has sickle cell 
disease. So yes, that awareness is a big part of 
what the sickle cell Association does. 

Deborah SFX: Tell us about the time of the 
walk, what time people need to come and arrive 
and where the walk will take place. 

Bynum SFX:  The walk is going to take place 
and Wednesday and it is Saturday September 
the 24th. registration starts at 7:15 and the 



actual walk will take place between 8:30 to 
1030. They are asking teams so organized with 
at least five people and each team is asked to 
raise a minimum of $150 registration per team 
member over 18 is $30 and under 18 and 
abroad, individuals with sickle cell disease are 
free. 

Deborah SFX: I'm Deborah Pearson reporting 
for WOOF News








