
HEALTH/ COVID
The concerns over COVID spread were eclipsed by the stewardship of the pandemic by both 
County and State politicians. The imposition of a tier system created tension across many 
sectors, and pitted groups against each other.

 RESTAURANTS: They were forced into severe restrictions that wavered between being 
lenient and strict in enforcement. The result was a wide range of legal action, and in 
some cases, outright defiance. KUSI-TV covered the lawsuits of those directly impacted, 
and monitored the validity of statistics that supported or called the measures into 
doubt.

 HIGH SCHOOL SPORT: State orders delayed the allowance of outdoor sports to be 
played. This brought on a grassroots effort to bring about athletic resumption, including 
legal action against the state. KUSI NEWS was at the forefront of coverage of this 
nascent, if ad hoc, movement, and offered extensive coverage on all platforms, until the 
issue was resolved in favor of coaches and students.

 INEQUITIES AND UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES: The County made efforts to adjust 
vaccinations to underserved communities, and KUSI NEWS took a leadership role in 
identifying areas where equity considerations were needed. The overall distribution was 
stymied by a restrictive tier system, lack of supply, and an inability to convince some 
groups to want the vaccines.

IMMIGRATION

The Biden administration changed the rules on allowing unaccompanied minors to find refuge 
inside the United States. This created border control issues that became a crisis at all border 
crossings, including those in our region.

The San Diego Convention Center, in fact, became a holding place for 1,500 migrant girls, and 
rose to an issue of national concern. KUSI NEWS was in a good position to explore, explain, and 
review the impact of these events on our community.

Teachers came under fire for volunteering to serve the migrants in person, while refusing to 
offer the same instruction to San Diego school children. This became a national story, led by our 
coverage.

POLITICS: GOVERNOR RECALL
The above news stories served to underline a growing displeasure with Governor Gavin 
Newsom and his leadership. A recall effort of a grassroots nature evolved, and KUSI News 
followed the collection of petitions, and their subsequent review for a ballot measure. 



HOMELESS

The story continued through the COVID cycle, with both the Convention Center and a nearby 
Golden Hall facility outfitted to handle homeless and redirect them to other housing.
These costly measures did place some homeless in hotels and open apartments, all at 
government expense, but it failed to address any long-term solutions. The arrival of the migrant 
girls, in fact, necessitated the placement of those in the Convention Center to other locations, 
again at great expense. These issues were covered in all KUSI Newscasts.

PHILANTHROPY:

KUSI NEWS played a significant role in alerting viewers to the increasing needs of food banks, 
medical centers, and other philanthropies stretched by the increasing and unquenchable 
demand brought about by the Covid crisis. In fact, our regular coverage was expanded to reach 
out and target those groups most in need, and offered a platform for those services to reach a 
large audience that could offer help. 


