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Mississippi Liquor 
Stores Home Delivery 

Morning Report 1-3-22  1:15 With the new year comes new laws. 
Governor Tate Reeves signed more than 
five new bills in 2021, but they officially 
went into effect on January 1, 2022. One 
of those bills gives Mississippi liquor 
stores the opportunity to deliver package 
products to homes. Senate bill 1135 
allows Mississippi liquor stores to supply 
home delivery for beer, wine, and spirits, 
but several liquor stores here in Meridian 
say that they have no plans on 
participating. Manager Thomas Deweese 
of Freddie’s Fine Spirits, a locally owned 
liquor store in Meridian, believes that in 
this case, the bad outweighs the good.  
 
SOT 
 
Along with that, stores will have to bring 
in a third party to handle deliveries. 
Deweese says it’s possible that the 
delivery service could add on 20% to 
25% extra to cover the service. 
 
SOT 
 
Mississippi is now the 31st state to offer 
the alcohol home delivery service. 



LCSD Convocation 
and Covid Protocol 

Morning Report 1-5-22  1:15 The day before Lauderdale County 
schools return, teachers, counselors, and 
administrators came together to discuss 
what they can do to develop the growth 
and advancement of their schools this 
semester. Northeast elementary teacher 
Linda Taylor expressed what she learned 
in the meeting and what she plans on 
implementing it into her classroom. 
 
SOT 
 
Administrators and teachers read the 
book “Live Your Excellence”. The book 
showed them how building relationships 
with students turns into a positive 
investment. LCSD has decided to bring 
back several of the protocols used to 
monitor the spread of COVID. 
 
SOT 
 
Lauderdale county schools return 
tomorrow on A-B schedule with half of 
the students returning Thursday and the 
other half returning Friday. 

Small Town 
Restaurant Surviving 
the Covid Pandemic 

Morning Report 1-10-22  1:15 It’s a new year but COVID is still a factor 
and many businesses have been impacted 
in many different ways. The result of the 
pandemic has created a variety of 
economic challenges for small businesses 
in communities across the country but 
local restaurant The Bridge Street Grill 
are pushing through and even has plans 
on expanding their business. 
 
SOT 
 
Those were the words from bridge street 
grill co-owner who knows first hands of 
the struggle of keeping their business 
open during covid and also suffered from 
a fire in their establishment.  
Simmons says they get visitors from all 
over she says mostly they say they find 
them online. One customer tells us what 



brought him to the restaurant. 
 
SOT 
 
With expansion plans soon underway 
covid hasn't made it easy for them from 
causing many delays. Co-Owner Shane 
Simmons had this to say about current 
delays, 
 
SOT 

Meridian's Economic 
Growth 

Morning Report 1-10-22  1:15 From new businesses to developing 
parkways, Meridian’s growth has been a 
focal point. Community Development 
Director, Craig Hitt believes that 2022 
looks promising for Meridian. 
 
SOT 

 
Last week with Meridian’s 
groundbreaking of the Sela Ward 
parkway and grand opening of the Three-
foot Hotel, Governor Tate Reeves says 
convincing people to visit Mississippi 
once is all it takes to keep them here. 
 
SOT 
 
One of the newest developments, is the 
strip mall located on Frontage Rd. Hitt 
says that it will include many stores, one 
of which is a Starbucks, a first for 
Meridian. 
 
SOT 
 
Meridian’s developing projects are all set 
to be complete by 2023.  



The Meridian Housing 
Authority seeks Grant 
to support the youth 

Morning Report 1-12-22  1:15 Today the Meridian Housing Authority 
held a press conference with The Board 
of Commissioners to update the 
Community on the Agency’s efforts to 
receive funds to support local high-risk 
youth. Ronald Turner the Executive 
Director of the Meridian Housing 
Authority stated,  
 
SOT 
 
The Meridian Housing Authority is 
seeking funding support for their efforts 
in providing a youth build program, the 
Executive Director tells us their plans. 
 
SOT 
 
They have received a lot of community 
support and currently have over 92 
community partners involved in their 
effort. 
 
SOT 
 
The Meridian Housing Authority will 
complete and submit its funding request 
on January 12th to The U.S Department 
of Labor.  

Meridian High School 
Students presents 
L.O.V.E.s Kitchen 
with a check 
 

 

Morning Report 1-13-22  1:15 The National Arts Honor Society at 
Meridian High School presented a check 
this morning to L.O.V.E.S Kitchen from 
their Empty Bowls Fundraiser. This was 
an Annual Fundraiser that the Society 
hosts and they say this was the most they 
have raised in the past few years.  
 
SOT 
 
The Executive Director of L.O.V.E.S 
Kitchen, Fannie Johnson tells us how 
much of an impact receiving donations 
from the community has on L.O.V.E.S 
Kitchen. 
 
SOT 



 
Previously being impacted by COVID 
L.O.V.E.S Kitchen. has found ways to 
continue serving the community while 
also keeping everyone safe. 
 
SOT 

Robbery Spree in 
Meridian has 
Businesss on Alert 

Morning Report 1-13-22  1:15 In this week alone, two robberies have 
been reported, both committed with a 
gun. Employee Tessa Scarbrough of 
Queen City Cigars says the robberies has 
them on alert. 
 
SOT 
 
The most recent robbery was committed 
here behind me at King City, a 
convenience store on HWY39. Police say 
last night around 7:30 P.M. A man 
entered the store wearing all black with a 
gun demanding money from the clerk. 
 
SOT 
 
stated Lt. Rita Jack. The spree of 
robberies is something that the Business 
Alert Network, also known as B.A.N. 
was created for. The program is designed 
for businesses in the community to work 
with the police and each other to help aid 
in instances like the recent robberies. 
 
SOT 
 
For businesses looking to be a part of the 
B.A.N. program, you can contact Lt. Rita 
Jack at the Meridian Police Department. 



The Salvation Army 
Gets a New Building 

Morning Report 1-14-22  1:15 We have previously spoken with the 
Captain of The Salvation Army who gave 
us an insight on getting a new building 
for The Salvation Army’s New Center. 
They have now secured a new building 
for their center. They even have some 
extra help to provide a smooth transition 
to the new location. 
 
 
SOT 
 
 
They have been working hard to secure 
the new location for the center, Robb tells 
us how it feels to finally secure their new 
building. 
 
 
SOT 
 
 
The Salvation Army will resume its 
drive-thru food distribution at their new 
location on the last Monday of this 
month.  

Meridian High School 
Student nominated to 
play in the 
McDonald's All Star 
Games 

Morning Report 1-18-22  1:15 One MeridianHigh School Basketball 
Player has been nominated for a chance 
to play in the McDonald's All-Star Game 
where hype becomes a legacy. We learn 
what this could possibly mean for her 
future career in Basketball. 
 
SOT 
 
More than 760 girls and boys high school 
basketball players across the country 
have been nominated to play in the 45th 
anniversary of the All-Star Games and 
five of the players are from Mississippi. 
We hear from the coach of Debreaha. 
 
SOT 
 
Legendary players like LeBron James, 
Michael Jordan, and Maya Moore 



McDonald's are some who previously 
played in the Mcdonald's All-Star Game 
Powe tells us the impact this game could 
have on her future. 
 
SOT 
 
The top 24 girls and 24 boys selected to 
play in the McDonald's All American 
Games will be revealed on Tuesday, 
January the 25th 

Family Pleas for Help 
in Triple Homicide 
Case 

Morning Report 1-18-22  1:15 Police are still trying to solve the case of 
three people – shot to death in Meridian - 
in October of last year. Today, the police 
department - and the families of the 
victims -held a news conference asking 
for the public’s help: 
 
SOT 
 
Detective Chanetta Stevens of the 
Meridian Police Department lead the 
press conference: 
 
SOT 
 
At today’s news conference, the mothers 
of murder victims Kodi Davidson Jr. and 
Hunter Card both spoke out: 
 
SOT 
 
Both families said today that they have 
gone through every emotion imaginable. 
Now they are just hoping for justice. If 
you have any information about the 
unsolved murders, you are asked to 
contact the Meridian Police Department 
(601)485-1893 or Crimestoppers 
(855)485-8477 



Meridian Shooting 
leaves 17 year old 
Hospitalized 

Morning Report 2-3-22  1:15 There are still several questions about 
what led up to the shooting of a 17-year-
old boy in Meridian. 
 
We do know that a few hours after 
Tuesday’s shooting police took a suspect, 
19-year-old Lilrodrick Smith, into 
custody. 
 
SOT 
 
Police tell us that witnesses saw both the 
suspect and the victim walking together 
before the shooting coming from a 
convenience store and going towards 
Meridian high school. 
 
SOT 
 
Because the victim is a juvenile, police 
are not releasing his name, but they did 
tell us that one of the shots fired possibly 
grazed the victim’s head.  
 
A warrant for the arrest of the shooting 
suspect was issued just a few hours after 
the shooting. Lilrodrick Smith is now 
charged with aggravated assault and his 
bond is set at $250,000. 

Mississippi Blood 
Services helps with 
the National blood 
shortage 

Morning Report 2-4-22  1:15 Ever since the summer when COVID 
cases were rapidly rising blood donors 
have shied away from blood drives. 
Currently, there is a Nationwide blood 
shortage taking place. And Mississippi 
Blood Services couldn’t have come at a 
better time here at total pain care to host a 
blood drive today. 
 
Leah Reed the Marketing Director at 
Total Pain Care said 
 
SOT 
 
The Red Cross reported a 10% decline 
nationwide in the number of people 
donating blood. So blood drives are 



needed more now than ever. 
 
SOT 
 
We hear from one of the donors today on 
what brought them out today and the 
importance of donating. 

 
SOT 
 
The Mississippi Blood Services says they 
want to do their part to help with the 
blood shortage and encourages those who 
can donate to do so. 
 
Willie Reynolds the Mobile Supervisor 
stated, 
 
SOT 

Lauderdale County 
School District 
Students prepare for 
the future 

 

Morning Report 2-8-22  1:15 Today students from the Lauderdale 
County School District will be part of a 
two-day training to learn tips and skills to 
prepare them for the workforce. The 
session is with the Workforce Alliance 
sponsored by Mississippi Power. 
 
SOT 
 
The two-day training session will be 
teaching students skills like writing a 
resume correctly, how to dress properly 
for a job interview, and many soft skills 
that they wouldn't normally learn in a 
high school setting. 
 
SOT 
 
Jake Williams a senior who is attending 
the training told us what knowledge he 
hopes to gain today. 
 
SOT 



Meridian Job Fair 
brings Economic 
Growth 

Morning Report 2-9-22  1:15 I spoke with the director of the job fair 
Adam Rodd who told us more about it: 
 
SOT 
 
Registration is required for the job fair. 
You can register on-site tomorrow but 
Director Todd recommends that you 
come into the job fair prepared and with a 
strategy. 
 
SOT 
 
Todd says this is a great opportunity for 
people in the community to come out and 
see what job fields need new hires 
 
SOT 
 
If you pre-register for the event, you must 
bring in the registration paper printed off 
with you. To find out more about the job 
fair you can visit www.jobfairms.gov. 

Meridian Man hoping 
to Inspire Living Proof 

Morning Report 2-11-22  1:15 Robert McGlothin born in 1940 in 
Meridian; MS opened a picture museum 
called Living Proof. Inside the museum, 
the walls are filled with pictures of 
himself, his family members, and black 
history. I asked Mr. Robert what sparked 
his decision to start capturing every 
moment through a photo.  
 
SOT 
 
McGlothin told Twin States a story of 
him being at a basketball game and 
randomly picking a child to put a t-shirt 
on that says, “Readers are Leaders”. He 
believes that he earlier you start to instill 
principles into children, the better. 
 
SOT 
 
Mr. Robert is hoping that people will 
come out to the museum to learn and gain 
more knowledge on history. 



 
SOT 
 
The Living Proof Museum is located on 
8th street across from the Hope Village 
thrift store. 

Anderson Regional 
Volunteers spread love 

Morning Report 2-14-22  1:15 Here at Anderson Regional Health 
System volunteers spread love and joy to 
some employees and patients. Some of 
the volunteers have been at Anderson 
Regional for more than 10 years.  
 
SOT 
  
Sarah Crenshaw became a volunteer after 
seeing how nice and supportive the 
Anderson staff was to her own mother 
while she was in the hospital. 
 
SOT 
 
Along with the poems and flowers the 
volunteers gave out, the hospital received 
a box with more than 600 hand painted 
rocks from George Washington Middle 
School in Jamestown, New York. 
 
The hospital says the box of hand-painted 
rocks randomly showed up to the hospital 
with a note attached for the Anderson 
employees.  

Meridian Local 
Author spreads 
knowledge 

Morning Report 2-15-22  1:15 A local Author is spreading awareness 
and providing knowledge through her 
books.  Standup: Ruth Sanders is an 
author of two books who believes 
everyone can benefit from the 
information she provides in her books. 
From being a Caregiver to a family 
member or keeping your integrity in the 
workplace. 
 
SOT 
 
Sanders says her third book will resonate 
with things that are going on currently 
due to COVID and how many people 



have become caregivers to a loved one. 
 
SOT 
 
Knowing firsthand the stress that comes 
with becoming a caregiver for a family 
member Sander says she hopes her book 
will help guide others. 
 
SOT 
 
Sanders's books are available anywhere 
books are sold 

New Businesses 
Pouring into the 
Queen City 

Morning Report 2-18-22  1:15 Magnolia Soap and Bath Company held 
its grand opening this morning. Co-owner 
of the business Courtney Golden shared 
her excitement about the opening.  
 
SOT 
 
Soaps in the store are made daily. Many 
of them can help with skin sensitivities 
and allergies. Shopper, Joy Towner is 
hoping that the soap can help her.  
 
SOT 
 
The store is not just a place to shop. The 
company will be providing a new activity 
for Meridian. You will be able to go 
inside the store and pour your own soaps 
and candles. Magnolia Soap and Bath 
Company is located in the Meridian 
Crossroad shopping plaza. 



The Meridian Council 
of the Arts announces 
the Community Arts 
Grant recipients 

Morning Report 2-23-22  1:15 The Meridian Council of the Arts has 
named the recipients for the 2022 
Community Arts Grant. The Community 
Arts Program offers financial assistance 
to organizations and artists in Meridian 
and the Lauderdale County area. 
 
SOT 
 
Grants are awarded to nonprofit art 
organizations, such as neighborhood 
associations, schools, Colleges, 
Universities, and Public and Social 
Service Agencies. 
 
SOT 
 
The Grant Application took place from 
December 1st until January 14th and 
today they are awarding the recipients the 
checks we hear from the recipient from 
the Jimmie Rogers Foundation 
 
Grant recipients from The Meridian 
Public School District tell us what the 
grant will help them accomplish. 
We are hosting a district arts showcase 
and that through any given child in 
meridian so in this district art show we 
wanted to have an art gallery that we can 
showcase student’s artwork throughout 
the school year," said Tracy Scott. 
 
Other recipients included The Max, 
Meridian Industrial Heritage Museum, 
Meridian Restoration Foundation, and 
The Meridian Symphony Orchestra.  



The Freedom Project's 
3rd Annual African 
American Read-In 

Morning Report 2-24-22  1:15 The Meridian Freedom Project is hosting 
its 3rd Annual African American Read-
In. Showing the youth the importance of 
literacy is a great part of The Freedom 
Project. Terrance Roberts the Director of 
Literacy gives us more information on 
the event 
 
SOT 
 
The Literacy Director believes this is an 
important event for the youth to be a part 
of and says literacy is one of their main 
foundations. 
 
SOT 
 
The purpose of the African American 
read-in is to promote diversity in 
Children's Literacy and encourage young 
people to read while shining a spotlight 
on African American Authors. 
 
SOT 
 
The event is open to the public and will 
be at the l.e.a.d center Saturday from 10 
am to 12 pm.  

After 40 years 
Southeast 
Lauderdale High 
School’s Boy’s 
Basketball team 
competes in the 
semifinals 

 

Morning Report 3-2-22  1:15 Southeast Lauderdale High School Boys 
Basketball team are making history as 
today they will be competing in the 
Semifinals in Jackson at the Mississippi 
Coliseum or what they call the “Big 
House” since 1982. We hear from the 
team about what this opportunity means 
for them. 
 
SOT 
 
This is the first time in 40 years since 
Southeast has had the opportunity to 
compete in the Big House some of the 
players tell us what it took to be where 
they are now. 
 
SOT 



Coach Truman says they have received 
so much support from the fans and the 
community that even away games feel 
like home games. 
 
SOT 

MCC Celebrates 
Women's History 
Month 
 

Morning Report 3-2-22  1:15 The month of March is recognized as 
Women’s History Month. Meridian 
Community College (MCC) celebrated 
by having a “Women's History Month” 
luncheon. Keynote speaker Nora Roberts 
Miller, President of Mississippi 
University for Women, gave a speech 
entitled “A Mile in Her Shoes”. 
 
SOT 
 
With a room full of young women 
President Miller says it is important to 
know the different roles of a woman. 
 
SOT 
 
Environmental studies student, Piper 
Gonzalez, told us why she felt it was 
important for her to be at the luncheon: 
 
SOT 
 
MCC is looking to continue this 
celebration next year.  

Northeast Middle 
School paves the 
way for energy 
efficiency 

 

Morning Report 3-3-22  1:15 Northeast Middle School hosted their 
Flip the Switch ceremony this morning 
after the completion of their energy 
efficiency project of having solar panels 
installed. Northeast is the first K-12 
large-scale solar panel project in 
Mississippi. 
 
SOT 
 
The Superintendents said installing the 
solar panels was a way for them to be 
more efficient and a way to introduce 
new technology to the area as well as 
help save taxpayers money. 



SOT 
 
Perez says Entegrity has done other 
energy-saving contracts on other schools 
in the District of Mississippi but 
Lauderdale was the biggest project. 
 
SOT 

Northeast 
Elementary 
School's First 
Graders buries a 
time capsule 
 

Morning Report 3-4-22  1:15 The First-Grade Students of Northeast 
Elementary School are doing something 

special this year. The class will be 
burying a time capsule today. The class 
will be set to uncover the capsule on the 

date of 3/3/33 when the students are 
Seniors. Some students tell us what they 

put into the capsule.  Linda Weir the 
Schools Family and Community 
Engagement Coordinator said,  

 
SOT 
 
The students created an all about me 
booklet and put things like their favorite 
foods, favorite tv shows, and things they 
like to do. 
 
SOT 
 
Some of the first-grade students tell us 
what they are most excited about and 
what they will be putting into the 
capsule. 
 
SOT 
 
Weir says even if students move off and 
away to another school the capsule is a 
great way for them to come back and 
remember the friendships that they built 
over the years. 



No more Mask 
Mandate for 
Meridian Public 
School District 
 

Morning Report 3-7-22  1:15 Things may be slowly going back to 
normal as Meridian Public School district 
has announced that starting today they 
will no longer require masks to be worn 
indoors. Matt Davis the Director of 
Public Relations tells us what led to this 
decision. 
 
SOT 
 
Previously the mask mandate stated that 
Faculty, Staff, and Students must wear a 
mask indoors and now that is an option. 
 
SOT 
 
Davis says students and staff members 
now have the option to wear a mask but 
their sanitation regime will continue as 
the same. 
 
SOT 
 
Davis says if they begin to see an 
increase in the number of cases the mask 
mandate could be reimplemented. 

MSU-Meridian 
Inaugural White 
Coat Ceremony 
 

Morning Report 3-8-22  1:15 After countless hours and long nights of 
studying and preparing, 19 students 
shared an emotional moment together 
when they were finally white coated.  
One of the students, Pamela Vayda, is 
excited to now be a part of the solution in 
the health care world:  
 
SOT 
 
The class was the first for MSU-
Meridian’s physician assistant (PA) 
program, Cody Guidry says he believes 
his class has made an imprint on the 
program for years to come. 
 
SOT 
 
The Interim Program Director James R. 
Kilgore says that the ceremony was not 



only important for the student's careers 
but also for the health care community.  
 
SOT 
 
The newly white-coated students begin 
clinical on March 14th.  

Meridian 
Community 
College has its 
Annual Hall of 
Fame Ceremony 
 

Morning Report 3-8-22  1:15 Four College Alumni and Employees 
who have excelled in their profession and 
life mission were inducted into the Hall 
of Fame. The Annual Ceremony took 
place this afternoon. We learn more about 
today from the Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement. 
 
SOT 
 
Today the College honored individuals 
who’ve reached the 30-year mark and 
have been employed at the college for 
over 30 years as well as honoring any 
fallen eagles. 
 
SOT 

 
The individuals who were inducted today 
were Willeman Damon who was a long-
time instructor, Ann Dowdle who was the 
first MCC Executive Director, Ray 
Denton who was the Dean of Learning 
Resources for the College and T.J 
Soyyoye. We hear from one of the 
inductees. 

 
SOT 



Skywest Airlines 
Terminates their 
services 
 

Morning Report 3-10-22  1:15 Changes are coming to the air service 
here at Meridian Regional Airport. Due 
to the Nationwide pilot shortage, 
SkyWest Airlines has announced its 
termination of services. We learn from 
the Reginal Airport President just how 
that will affect Meridian Regional Airport 
 
SOT 
 
Although the change is intact Williams 
says that there will be no interruptions in 
the new flight schedule or with their 
current employees. 
 
SOT 
 
East Mississippi Business Development 
Cooperation gave us their opinion on 
SkyWest Airline ending its services. 
 
SOT 
 
Williams says as of now they have no 
idea how long the change is going to take 
and that the process starts about 60 days 
from now and it could possibly take 
months before finding a replacement. 
 
SOT 

Send Relief, Serve 
Tour Meridian 
 

Morning Report 3-18-22  1:15 Forty southern Baptist churches have 
gathered in Meridian to complete mission 
projects that will benefit people in the 
Queen city.  Over the next two days 
through the organization, Send Relief, 
dozens of mission projects will be 
completed.  
 
SOT 
 
One of the special projects was an idea 
from Terrence Roberts, pastor of Parables 
church. A group from the Serve Tour 
worked together to build a prototype 
Conestoga hut, a tiny house, that will 
provide emergency shelter for the 



homeless. Roberts says the huts will not 
be used as of now but hopes that in the 
future the city will sign off on the project.  
 
SOT 
 
The serve tour will continue on Saturday 
to complete the mission projects. 

Meridian 
Community 
College partners 
with William Carey 
University 
 

Morning Report 3-21-22  1:15 Today Meridian Community College 
completed a signing with William Carey 
University to unify the campuses to 
provide better opportunities to their 
students who are looking to work in the 
Medical Field. 
 
SOT 
 
This change will allow students the 
opportunity for a smooth transition to get 
into professional programs. 
 
SOT 
 
This is the first signing William Carey 
University has done but plans on signing 
with other colleges. 
 
SOT 
 
As part of the agreement, the University 
will be sending advisors to MCC once a 
week to talk with any students that are 
interested to make sure they are on the 
right path. 



59th Annual 
Kentucky Ham 
Meal 
 

Morning Report 3-22-22  1:15 It’s been 59 years since First Christian 
Church has been providing the 
community with homemade biscuits and 
fried ham. Today they began their Annual 
Kentucky Ham Meal fundraiser. We hear 
more from pastor Benson. 
 
SOT 
 
A church member who has been involved 
since she join the church back in 1983 
tells us her favorite part about the 
Kentucky Ham Meal. 
 
SOT 
 
The proceeds from the Kentucky Ham go 
to 9 different charities 8 of them are local 
and the other is in Jackson. 
 
SOT 
 
The meal will continue today and 
tomorrow from 6:30 am until 1:30 pm. 
Carry-outs are also available with a 
drive-thru on 13th street. 

The Mississippi 
Children's Museum 
Traveling Exhibit 
 

Morning Report 3-24-22  1:15 The Meridian Children’s Museum has a 
new program designed for toddlers called 
ABC Come Play along with a temporary 
traveling exhibit known as Rocky’s 
House. Liz Wilson, the Executive 
Director tells us more about their 
initiative. 
 
SOT 
Wilson says Rocky’s House is designed 
around reading, talking, and playing and 
how all of those activities help to build a 
literacy base. 
 
SOT 
Toddlers enjoyed the traveling exhibit 
while they can from the interactive 
activities, meeting rocky, and the puppets 
and books. 
 



      

      

      



      

      

      



      

      

      

 


