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*Enclosed is a listing of some of the significant issues to which Kansas Public Radio 
(KANU-Lawrence 91.5 FM, KANH-Emporia 89.7 FM, KANV-Olsburg/Junction City 
91.3 FM, and KANQ-Chanute 90.3 FM) responded, along with some of the most 
significant programming treatments of those issues for the period of time specified.  This 
listing is by no means exhaustive, and a more complete, detailed listing can be found in 
the official KANU news archives.  The order in which the issues appear has no 
significance, and does not reflect any particular priority for these stories.  



TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story



FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2022

1. Blaise Mesa reported on difficulties faced by transgender inmates in Kansas 
prisons. Inmates say the Kansas Department of Corrections has put them in 
danger by failing to account for their gender, and that treatment inside the prisons 
has made them especially vulnerable to violence and anxiety. 
(BM-TRANSINMATES.wav) – aired 01-05-22 – ME/R – length: 3:48 – airtimes: 
6:45am. 7:45am
___________________________________________________HE/HS/CR/POL

2. LuAnn Stephens visited a business near Great Bend, Kansas, that re-creates the 
days of Prohibition-era speakeasies. It’s an intriguing way to utilize the old 
tunnels in Ellinwood and showcases the town’s unusual history. 
(KNS-UNDERGRND-4.wav) – aired 01-07-22 – ME/R – length: 2:39 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________________ECO/HI

3. Jim McLean provided a preview of what’s expected to be on the agenda in the 
upcoming Kansas Legislature session. Governor Laura Kelly is keen on several 
tax-cutting measures, but the Republican-controlled legislature may not be willing 
to give her a big win in the press and with voters. 
(JM-SESPREFEAT.wav) – aired 01-10-22 – ATC/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________POL/ECO 

4. Kansas Public Radio provided live coverage of Governor Laura Kelly’s 2022 
State-of-the-State Address to all public media in the state. Kelly covered her plans 
for the coming year, including another push for Medicaid expansion, eliminating 
the state’s tax on groceries, and the state’s public health policies as the COVID-19 
pandemic has dragged into yet another year. 
(SOS2022-FINAL.wav) – aired 01-11-22 – stand-alone special – length: 59:00 – 
airtimes: 6:30pm 
__________________________________________________POL/ED/HE/ECO

5. David Condos reported on how coyotes are continuing to thrive in Kansas despite 
how unwelcome they are in ranchland and farmland. Their numbers have nearly 
tripled since the 1980s. Hunting coyotes has gained in popularity, but the resilient 
species continues to succeed and survive. 
(KNS-COYOTES.wav) – aired 01-18-22 – ATC/R – length: 4:16 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________ENV/ECO

6. Celia Llopis-Jepsen and Stephen Koranda discussed why health care costs have 
been eating into worker’s paychecks so significantly, even as other cost-of-living 
prices remain comparatively low in the Midwest. Health care spending has been 



far outpacing inflation. Researchers have been examining the price of care and 
what are called “inelastic markets” to learn exactly why this has occurred. 
(KNS-COSTCARE.wav) – aired 01-25-22 – ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO

7. Commentator Rex Buchanan talked about the life and career of Walter “Big 
Train” Johnson, a famous baseball player from a small town in southeast Kansas, 
who was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1936 as one of its 
inaugural members. 
(RB-BIGTRAIN2.wav) – aired 01-28-22 – ME/C – length: 3:38 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________________SP/HI

8. KPR Presents examined the surprisingly large role played by the state of Kansas 
in the American side of the Cold War. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Dr. Landry 
Brewer, the author of Cold War Kansas, and Dr. Erik Scott, the author of the KU 
Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies’ online resource called 
“Cold War in the Heartland.” 
(2021-LANDRY-BREWER.wav) – aired 01-02-22 – KPR Presents – length: 
59:00 – airtimes: 6pm
______________________________________________________HI/ECO/POL
  

9. KPR Presents featured excerpts from the first episode of a new podcast from 
Humanities Kansas, celebrating the organization’s 50th anniversary. The podcast 
took a look back at the state 50 years ago, in an episode titled “Kansas 1972.” It 
detailed the history of state humanities councils, the foundation of the Kansas 
Committee for the Humanities, and the cultural climate of Kansas in the early 
1970s. 
(2022-KANSAS-1972.wav) – aired 01-16-22 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 – 
airtimes: 6pm
___________________________________________________________AR/HI

10. KPR Presents hosted its monthly book club feature with a guest appearance from 
Timothy Schaffert, author of The Perfume Thief. The novel is a story of Belle 
Epoque and wartime Paris, perfume, international intrigue and the Nazi threat in 
the run-up to World War II. 
(2022-01-30-22-PERFUME-THIEF.wav) – aired 01-30-22 – KPR Presents – 
length: 59:00 – airtimes: 6pm
____________________________________________________________AR/HI



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 2022

1. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on the so-called 
“megaincentive” considered by the Kansas Legislature to entice a company to 
move to Kansas. A proposal to dramatically increase the allowable tax breaks and 
subsidies used to recruit big companies to the state was presented to the 
lawmakers, but many were skeptical at the prospect of changing the rules for what 
is, at the moment, a mystery company. Principals in the negotiations for bringing 
the company to Kansas aren’t allowed to talk about the company, what it makes, 
how well-funded it is, or to divulge any information about what the company 
makes, due to non-disclosure and company confidentiality agreements. 
(JM-MEGAINCENT.wav) –aired 02-01-22 – ME/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________________ECO

2. Blaise Mesa reported on the people in Kansas who take in foster children because 
they’re relatives or friends of the families involved. The state of Kansas has 
promised to improve support and training for these kinds of foster care providers, 
but families remain skeptical that the situation will improve. 
(KNS-KINFOSTER.wav) – aired 02-08-22 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________ED/HE/POL

3. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Dr. Anthony Lewis, the superintendent of the 
Lawrence Unified School District. The Lawrence school board has been 
considering closure and consolidation of several elementary and middle schools to 
help bridge a multi-million dollar budget deficit. School officials say decreasing 
enrollment has led to an estimated $7 million deficit, and it will be difficult to 
balance the budget without shuttering some facilities. 
(SCHOOLS-PART1.wav) – aired 02-10-22 – ME/R – length: 6:26 – airtimes: 
6:35am, 7:35am
__________________________________________________________ED/ECO

4. Part two of J. Schafer’s report on concerns about possible school closures in the 
Lawrence School District focused on the parents and concerned community 
members who have mobilized to argue against closing community schools as part 
of balancing the district’s budget. Woodlawn, Hillcrest, Broken Arrow, New 
York, Pinckney and Liberty Memorial Central Middle Schools are all on the list 
for closure. Alicia Erickson, a parent and organizer of the group, argues that the 
closures would permanently damage the community at large. 
(SCHOOLS-PART2.wav) – aired 02-11-22 – ME/R – length: 6:51 – airtimes: 
6:35am, 7:35am
__________________________________________________________ED/ECO



5. Suzanne Perez of the Kansas News Service explored a new initiative that has been 
gaining supporters as state lawmakers and conservative activists have been 
working to limit discussions of race in public schools. Curriculum transparency is 
an outgrowth of the fight over so-called Critical Race Theory. It has to do with the 
ways in which schools teach about topics like racism. However, the discussion 
over this issue has been complicated by copyrighted teaching materials that 
cannot readily be shared without cost. 
(SP-CURRTRAN.wav) – aired 02-15-22 – ATC/R – length: 3:42 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________ED/RE/RR/HI   

6. David Condos reported on farmers in southwestern Kansas who have begun to 
explore the economic benefits of growing cotton in an area that has traditionally 
been used for grain production. Climate change, dwindling water resources and 
new infrastructure has made the prospect of cotton farming more attractive to 
agricultural producers in the region. 
(DC-COTTON.wav) – aired 02-23-22 – ME/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
_____________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO

7. Sports reporter Greg Echlin profiled Rocky Lamar, the longtime men’s basketball 
coach at Mid-America Nazarene University. Lamar, who was inducted to the 
NAIA Hall of Fame in 2014 and coached the Pioneers to a national championship 
in 2007, announced his retirement after a 36-year tenure at Mid-America 
Nazarene.   
(GE-ROCKY.wav) – aired 02-25-22 – ME/R – length: 3:42 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
___________________________________________________________SP/RE_

8. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Brittany Keegan about the events of 1972, when a sit-
in at the University of Kansas by the “February Sisters” led to the establishment 
of a Women’s Studies department and inclusion of gender-aware theory into 
various departmental curricula. We heard excerpts from a new Humanities Kansas 
podcast examining the events of 50 years ago, and hear a review of a new exhibit 
on LGBTQ rights in the 1970 at the Watkins Museum of History.  
(2022-REBCAST-BRITTANY-KEEGAN_.wav) – aired 02-17-22 – KPR 
Presents – length: 59 minutes – airtimes: 6 pm
_______________________________________________________HI/ED/POL 



9. Kaye McIntyre spoke with Audrey Coleman, the new director of the Dole 
Institute of Politics at the University of Kansas, about the programs coming up at 
the Institute. Kaye also hosted Dole Fellow Bob Blaemire, who is leading the 
Dole Institute's Spring Discussion Series, "Giants of the Senate," for a preview. 
(2022-DOLE-INSTITUTE-AUDREY-COLEMAN.wav) – aired 02-24-22 – KPR 
Presents – length: 59 minutes – airtimes: 6 pm
_______________________________________________________POL/ED/HI



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR MARCH 2022

1. Opioid and other drug overdoses have been on the rise in Kansas. Kansas health 
officials are now working on several new initiatives to try to reverse the trend. 
Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on the steps Kansas and neighboring states are 
taking to prevent overdose deaths.
(CLJ-OVERDOSE.wav) – aired 03-01-22 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________CR/POL/HE

2. Some Kansas prisons are now allowing medical treatment for people trying to 
beat opioid addiction. In many prisons without such programs, people who are in 
the midst of addiction treatment are forced to stop when they’re incarcerated 
because of the lack of such programs in the penal system. Celia Llopis-Jepsen 
spoke with editor Stephen Koranda of the Kansas News Service about the change. 
(KNS-OPIJAIL.wav) – aired 03-08-22 – ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________CR/HE/ECO

3. Blaise Mesa reported on efforts by the Kansas Department for Children and 
Families to recruit more non-white foster parents. Black children are currently 
more likely than other kids in the Kansas foster care system to end up in homes 
with parents of a different race. 
(BM-MINFOSTER.wav) – aired 03-15-22 – ME/R – length: 3:42 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am 
______________________________________________________RR/ED/HE

4. David Condos reported on the problems some small Kansas towns are having 
with maintaining a safe water supply. Agricultural runoff has contaminated many 
drinking water supplies, and the towns must then pay to install expensive 
filtration equipment and upgrade their water facilities. That kind of expense could 
bankrupt many small towns. 
(KNS-TAPWATER.wav) – aired 03-28-22 – ATC/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________HE/ENV/ECO

5. Beccy Tanner reported on a small town in Rice County, Kansas, that hopes to 
become the “UFO Capital of Kansas” with a large collection that was maintained 
for many years by an area resident. 
(KNS-UFO.wav) – aired 03-30-22 – ATC/R – length: 3:10 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
__________________________________________________________AR/ECO

6. Greg Echlin reported on upcoming Final Four round of the NCAA Division I 
Men’s Basketball Tournament, in which the University of Kansas Jayhawks will 
play the Villanova Wildcats. It’s not the first time the two teams have met in 



tournament play…and there’s a measure of revenge involved in the Jayhawks’ 
hopes as the take the court in this round. 
(GE-KUFINAL4PRE.wav) – aired 03-31-22 – ATC/R – length: 4:12 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
____________________________________________________________KU/SP

7. Commentator Rex Buchanan talked about the ongoing recovery effort for portions 
of the state that experienced wildfires in December 2021. The largest of these 
burned more than 100,000 acres in Osborne and Russell counties and destroyed 
homes, killed livestock, and claimed two lives. 
(RB-PASTUREFIRE.wav) – aired 03-02-22 – ATC/C – length: 3:09 – airtimes: 
3:44pm. 5:44pm, 6:44 pm 
_____________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO

8. Commentator Scott Carlberg provided an overview of some of the controversial 
issues surrounding the growth of wind energy generation in Kansas. 
(SC-WINDPKG.wav) – aired 03-18-22 – ME/C – length: 4:18 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________ECO/POL/ENV  

9. Kaye McIntyre hosted an hour of KPR Presents focused on Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine, featuring University of Kansas faculty from history, political science, 
and Slavic literature and languages. The panel discussion was sponsored by The 
Commons and KU's Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies. 
Participants included Ani Kokobobo (Slavic languages and literature); Valery 
Dzutsati (political science), Oleksandra Wallo (Slavic languages and literature), 
Vitaly Chernetsky (Slavic languages and literature), Robert Rohrschneider 
(political science), and Erik Scott (history). This event was recorded March 2, 
2022, at Spooner Hall at the University of Kansas.
(KPRPREZ-UKRA.wav) – aired 03-06-22 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 – 
airtimes: 6pm
________________________________________________________HI/KU/MI


