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United Airlines 
Now Providing Its 
Services At The 
Meridian Regional 
Airport

 NEWS 7-1-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

  Today in Meridian, a new airline is now 
providing its services at the Meridian 
Regional Airport, and this morning the 
inaugural flight of United Airlines was 
welcomed on the tarmac. 

In early March, SkyWest notified the 
Meridian Airport Authority saying that 
American Airlines had reached a maximum 
with its pilot contract, requiring it to reduce or 
eliminate service to nearly a dozen 
communities in the united states, including 
Meridian. Sky West immediately approached 
United Airlines, and both agreed to partner 
with Meridian.

The United Airlines service will consist of two 
round-trip flights a day between Meridian and 
Houston and will be operated by SkyWest.

The ground service crew at the airport 
underwent a month-long training to develop 
expertise for the new airlines system, to 
provide passengers with the same level of 
service they have experienced prior to its 
arrival. 

SOT

Tom Williams, President of the Meridian 
Airport Authority, shared that although the 
pandemic presented new challenges, he was 
not concerned it would delay united airlines’ 
services from beginning today.

SOT

Through SkyWest, United will operate the 
same type of fifty-passenger plane American 
was operating. 



MPSD Annouced 
Its Return To 
School Plan For 
August

NEWS 7-2-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Meridian, the Meridian Public-School 
District has announced its official plan for 
students and staff to return to school in the 
fall. 

On Tuesday, June 30th, the Meridian Public-
School District’s administration team 
presented the “Returning, Re-Imagining, and 
Revamping” plan to the school board. 

The plan is to utilize a Hybrid model once 
students return to the classroom on Monday, 
August 10.

The hybrid schedule for elementary students 
indicates Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday as the days they will have in-person 
learning, and for students in 6th through 12th 
grade, they will attend school 2 days a week 
for face-to-face instruction and participate in 
virtual learning 3 days a week. students at 
each middle school and high school will be 
grouped into an “A” or “B” group.

“Group A” will attend school on Monday and 
Thursday “Group B” will attend school on 
Tuesday and Friday. 

Wednesday is the designated day that virtual 
learning will take place for elementary, 
middle, and high school students. Teachers 
will be on campus at that time instructing via 
Zoom and Google Classroom.

SOT

However, this plan is subject to change.

SOT

The Meridian Public-School District is also 
offering a virtual-only learning option for 
parents who are not comfortable with the 
Hybrid model planned for the 2020 to 2021 
school year.

Shelters in 
Meridian help the 
Homeless during 
the Pandemic

NEWS 7-2-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Homelessness is a struggle for those 
affected and with COVID-19 cases rising 
daily, the homeless face the struggle of trying 
to stay safe from the virus as well.

Sammie Parker says he has been on the 
street since the pandemic started. 

SOT



Parker says he knows about shelters, but is 
afraid of the virus. He chooses to walk 
around to different areas of the community to 
get shelter. 

SOT

Homeless shelters in Meridian are following 
all CDC guidelines to make sure their 
residents do not contract COVID-19. 

Shelter of Hope Salvation Army of Meridian 
explains residents must be at the shelter 
before opening and get their temperature 
taken before entering. All residents have 
their own room and must wear a mask at all 
times. 

Similar guidelines are in place at the Frances 
W. Davidson Memorial Homeless Shelter, 
including their three meals a day. 

Local Group 
Presents 
Resolution To 
Lauderdale Co. 
Board of 
Supervisors About 
Confederate 
Monument

NEWS 7-6-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Today in Lauderdale County, the president of 
the Dream Team of The South, presented 
the Lauderdale County Board of Supervisors 
with a request for the Confederate 
monument to be relocated from the county 
courthouse to the Confederate Cemetery.

The city of Meridian wrote the resolution with 
the request for the removal of the monument 
for the Dream Team of The South. It was 
stated at today’s meeting, that it will be costly 
for the monument to be relocated, and that 
the Confederate Cemetery may be private 
property and not county owned. The board 
also shared that they plan to look at the plan 
in detail at another date. 

SOT

The Dream Team of The South’s request for 
the removal and relocation of the 
Confederate monument in front of the 
Lauderdale County Courthouse will be 
discussed in further detail at the Lauderdale 
County Board of Supervisors work session 
on Thursday, July 16. 



Meridian Police 
Department 
announces new 
Community 
Outreach Initiative 
to reduce crime

NEWS 7-7-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Meridian Police Department announced 
their new community outreach initiative at the 
City Council meeting today.

Chief Charles Coleman introduced the 
initiative as a multi-faceted effort that is 
designed to meet the needs of the 
community.

According to a press release, the first phase 
of the project is to strengthen community 
policing. The second phase is establishment 
of the Meridian Police Department of the 
MPD Communications Team.

The unit is made up of three officers from the 
MPD: Lieutenant Patrick Gale, POFC Rachel 
McCord and POFC Kayla Gould.

McCord says as a unit, they are coming 
together as a community and as a police 
department to help reduce crime in the city. 
The officers will be stepping out to speak 
with individuals of the community to see what 
changes they would like to happen.

MPD Chief Charles Coleman states, “Make 
no mistake about it, we are committed to our 
community. The MPD Communications 
Team is just one of many ways that we are 
working to help better meet the needs of our 
city.”

Johnny Hawthorne says this is a good start 
for the department to reduce crime, but it’s 
really not stopping anything.

SOT

The group’s goal is to improve the 
communication between the department, 
media and the community.

Teachers 
Participate In 
Second Annual 
"Arts Integration 
Day" At The MAX

NEWS 7-13-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Today in Meridian, the MAX and Any Given 
Child-Meridian hosted the second annual 
“Arts Integration Day” at the Mississippi Arts 
+ Entertainment Experience, where teachers 
from different school districts in the state 
were able to learn new ways to incorporate 
the arts into their lesson plans. 

As a part of the Any Given Child Initiative, 
teachers were able to learn about drama, 
dance, visual arts and music, and how they 
can utilize the arts in their classrooms. The 
hands-on experience provided teachers with 



the opportunity to experience the arts, before 
applying them to their lesson plans for ELA, 
Math, Science, And Social Studies.

SOT

Teachers that attended "Arts Integration 
Day" at the MAX will also be able to utilize 
lesson plans provided on the Any Given 
Child-Meridian’s website, to further assist 
them with applying the arts in their 
classrooms once school begins. 

9th Annual "Love 
Out Loud" To Take 
Place In Meridian

NEWS 7-15-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Despite the pandemic, Northcrest Baptist 
Church will still be holding its 9th annual 
“Love Out Loud-Meridian” community service 
project next week, taking major precautions 
as COVID-19 still presents a threat. 

This year’s love out loud Meridian week-long 
mission event will run from July 20th through 
July 24th.

The large worship services that usually take 
place in the morning and evening for “Love 
Out Loud” will not be held and instead the 
focus this year will be on serving the 
community through several outdoor projects, 
allowing for social distancing. 

Wade Phillips, Executive Pastor at 
Northcrest Baptist Church shares what 
service events will be held this year for “Love 
Out Loud” Meridian.

SOT

He also shared that he believes this year’s 
event is much needed.

SOT

Those who are interested in volunteering for 
the “Love Out Loud” events are able to 
register on loud meridians website and sign 
up. 



Stuff the Bus event 
takes place in 
Meridian

NEWS 7-16-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The United Way of East Mississippi hosted 
their Stuff the Bus event today at Bonita 
Lakes Mall and Raising Canes to collect 
school supplies for students in need.

Thanks to many volunteers and donors, 
students at the Meridian Public School 
District and Lauderdale County Schools have 
the supplies they need to began a great 
school year. 

SOT

Because of the pandemic, supplies donated 
will be sanitized thoroughly before handout. 
In order to keep limited interaction, 
volunteers alternated shifts for collecting 
items.

SOT

After all items have been collected and 
stuffed on the bus, the bus will be driven to 
the United Way Office and sent to the school 
districts.

The next Stuff the Bus event will be July 21st 
in Philadelphia located at the Community 
Development Partnership.

Real Estate Market 
sales spike during 
the pandemic

NEWS 7-20-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Broker, Terry Winstead for Winstead Realty 
Incorporated has experienced a tremendous 
jump in sales since May, right in the middle 
of the ongoing pandemic. He tells Twin 
States their sales from June have increased 
38% from last year in the country and up 
12% in the city in the Meridian area.

SOT

With the spike in sales during the pandemic, 
people are advised to take extra precautions 
when viewing a residency. Realtors ask 
buyers to continue to sanitize their hands 
thoroughly and also wear a mask when 
viewing a potential home.

SOT

If buyers are not comfortable physically 
viewing a residency, they have the choice to 
look at pictures and videos online.

SOT

Winstead Realty, Inc. saw a decline in sales 



in January through April, but they started to 
rise again in May.

Meridian Public 
Works Department 
resumes full 
operations, 
discusses heat 
advisory 
precautions

NEWS 7-21-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The City of Meridian Public Works 
Department has fully resumed operations 
after a COVID-19 scare of one of its 
employees announced in a press release last 
week. While getting back to work, employees 
must take caution of the heat temperatures 
continuing to rise daily.

Dizziness, extreme heavy sweats and 
muscle cramps are only a few symptoms of 
heat-related illnesses. Summers in the south 
never fail to bring heat temperatures that are 
completely dreadful. With this heat 
development in the midst of the pandemic, 
extra safety measures have to be taken.

SOT

If workers become too hot, the department 
will of course provide medical attention if 
needed.

SOT

Stephens encourages individuals to monitor 
themselves and other during these extreme 
temperatures.

Retail Stores make 
safety adjustments 
for Tax Free 
Weekend

NEWS 7-23-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Each year in the state of Mississippi the last 
weekend in July, shoppers see a decrease at 
checkout on select items. This year, stores 
have made a few adjustments to ensure 
safety during tax free weekend.

If workers notice an increase of customers, 
they will try to limit the excessive traffic both 
inside and outside the store.

SOT

There will be limitations on fitting rooms.

SOT

Even though an uncertain school year is just 
weeks away, some stores encourage parents 
to buy back to school clothing as they 



normally would.

SOT

Parents For Public 
Schools Receives 
A Grant To 
Implement A 
Program In 
Neshoba County

NEWS 7-28-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Neshoba County, the non-profit 
organization “Parents for Public Schools” has 
put program instruction for a new program it 
was planning to implement in Philadelphia on 
pause, due to challenges presented due to 
the threat of COVID-19.

This month, “Parents for Public Schools” was 
awarded a grant of $3,500 from the Neshoba 
Education Endowment by the Community 
Foundation of East Mississippi to work with 
public school parents in Philadelphia, to 
implement their Parent Engagement 
Program – Early Childhood Development. 

The goal of the program is to teach parents 
and caregivers to use activities and 
strategies to support a healthy physical, 
mental, and emotional development during 
early childhood to ensure that children as 
young as infants up to four years old are 
ready to succeed in school. The pandemic 
has impacted when the organization when 
hold the program, preventing parents and 
guardians from having access to it before the 
2020-2021 school year. 

SOT

“Parents for Public Schools” is continuing to 
utilize recommendations from the Mississippi 
State Department of Health and the Centers 
for Disease Control as guidance to determine 
how to safely hold their program instructions. 

Lauderdale County 
School Board to 
vote on school 
return guidelines, 
hires new nurses

NEWS 7-28-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Lauderdale County School Board held a 
meeting tonight to vote on specific return to 
school guidelines. This meeting will 
determine on measures the LCSD nursing 
staff have in place to prevent COVID-19.

SOT

With this concern in mind, the district has 
added 3 nurses to their faculty.



Jordan Mchenry, Stephanie Felton, and 
Tiffany Wooldridge will report to schools in 
the district this fall. With the new hires, one 
nurse will be stationed on each Lauderdale 
County School campus.

SOT

Additionally, the nurses are preparing 
resources to handle potential COVID-19 in 
the district.

SOT

Shelby assures parents that all nurses in the 
district will keep their children as safe as 
possible. 

New Pharmacy in 
Newton located at 
the old Fred's 
location

NEWS 8-4-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

A new pharmacy named Smith's Pharmacy 
is in business in Newton. After the closing of 
Fred’s in Newton last year, many residents 
were left with small options filling their 
prescriptions. The pharmacy is in the location 
of the old Fred’s.

SOT

The owner, Richard Smith saw a need for an 
additional pharmacy in the area.

SOT

With COVID-19 in effect, the pharmacy offers 
either walk in or drive through services for 
less contact.

SOT

The small business plans to serve a variety 
of Newton and surrounding areas.

North Lauderdale 
Water Association 
receives grant for 
broadband project

NEWS 8-5-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The North Lauderdale Water Association has 
received a $175,000 grant from the State of 
Mississippi Public Utilities Staff for a 
broadband project to serve North Lauderdale 
households and businesses.

SOT

The plan will provide increased broadband 
services to areas that are considered 
unserved or underserved in rural North 
Lauderdale.

SOT



With most jobs and schools being operated 
from home, this service will be beneficial to 
customers.

SOT

The project plans to cover approximately 120 
square miles which will be targeting to deliver 
25 megabits per second. These services are 
expected to be in place by December 30th.

The Meridian 
Public-School 
District Delays 
Return To On-
Campus Learning

NEWS 8-5-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Meridian Public-School District has 
announced its plan to return to on-campus 
learning has been delayed, as COVID-19 
cases continue to rise across to state.

Rather than returning to the classroom, 
students will begin the 2020 to 2021 school 
year through the online learning method on 
Monday, August 10. 

The Meridian Public-School District now 
plans to resume on campus learning on 
Tuesday, September 8. Until their return to 
in-person learning, students will learn 
virtually through the programs “Google 
Classroom” and “Canvas”, on Chromebooks 
provided by the district. 

SOT

The district also plans to provide parents with 
assistance, to prepare them to help their 
students when learning from home. 

SOT

The Meridian Public-School District will 
continue to use its automated messaging 
system, social media, and website to release 
additional information regarding the district’s 
plan for the 2020 to 2021 school year. 

Lauderdale County 
and Meridian 
Schools begin 
classes, parents 
inform students on 
safety precautions

NEWS 8-11-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Today began a new school year for 
Lauderdale County Schools and Meridian 
Public Schools. Lauderdale County students 
began their day entering physical classrooms 
while Meridian students entered virtually.

As temperatures were taken this morning at 
Northeast Elementary School, parents made 
sure their kids were aware of things they 
needed to keep in mind while at school.

SOT



As of now, Meridian Public School District 
plans to resume face-to-face learning in 
September while Lauderdale County Schools 
will do both traditional and virtual throughout 
the week.

SOT

Overall, Ainsworth is satisfied with the 
decision the district made.

SOT

Two Meridian Men 
Successfully Climb 
2 Mountains To 
Raise Awareness 
Of Parkinson's 
Disease

NEWS 8-11-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

A local man is willing to go to great heights to 
raise awareness and funds for finding a cure 
for Parkinson’s Disease. 

The “Ascent For A Cure” foundation was 
founded in 2019 by Adam Hodges, general 
manager of Anderson Health and Fitness 
Center, who had a goal to climb Mt. Everest 
for the cause in March of this year, but was 
unable to when the mountain was shut down 
due to the pandemic.

SOT

Not to be defeated, on the week of July 31, 
Adam along with another Meridian local, 
Davin Mancini, traveled to Washington state 
and were able to climb Mt. Baker and Mt. 
Shuksan. 

SOT

He also shared his hopes for the future of the 
“Ascent For A Cure” foundation.

SOT

“Ascent For A Cure” founder, Adam Hodges, 
plans to climb Mt. Everest in March of 2021, 
to continue to raise awareness of 
Parkinson’s Disease. 

Teachers to 
receive pay raise 
after Governor 
Reeves veto is 
overrode

NEWS 8-12-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Earlier this year, teachers were denied 
additional pay due to budget concerns. On 
Monday, the Mississippi Legislature overrode 
Governor Tate Reeves veto. This ensures 
teachers additional pay will no longer be cut 
for this year.

With this override in place, teachers are 
excited to see the pay they deserve.

https://www.ascentforacure.com/


SOT

With this raise, teachers are able to purchase 
supplies they need for their students.

SOT

With the impact of COVID-19, they are 
pleased with the way schools have turned 
around to reopen for students.

SOT

Community 
Foundation of East 
Mississippi grants 
COVID-19 relief to 
nonprofit 
organizations

NEWS 8-17-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Community Foundation of East 
Mississippi has awarded COVID-19 relief 
funds to many nonprofit organizations to help 
ease the financial burden of the ongoing 
economic crisis.

Each year, the organization awards grants 
for scholarships, teachers mini grant and 
other educational programs. This year, over 
$60,000 has been awarded to these 
organizations to help those fighting against 
COVID-19.

SOT

With these funds, nonprofits are able to use 
them to their advantage. Afternoon 
Adventure Learning Center in Newton was a 
recipient of the grant and plans to use it for 
the students at their afterschool program.

SOT

The Community Foundation of East 
Mississippi plans to continue to help the 
community as much as possible.

SOT

The company plans to distribute more grants 
to organizations late next week.

The Choctaw Area 
Council of The Boy 
Scouts of America 
Kicks Off Their 
Calendar Year

NEWS 8-17-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Officially kicking off their calendar year, the 
Choctaw Area Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America has implemented new changes due 
to the pandemic.

In March of this year, troops within the 
Choctaw Area Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America stopped gathering as schools began 
to close due to the threat presented by the 
coronavirus.

http://www.afternoonadventure.org/
http://www.afternoonadventure.org/


To prevent the spread of COVID-19 amongst 
troops, each unit has been broken down into 
smaller groups. Troops are beginning to 
meet again as their new calendar year 
begins, some in person and some virtually.

SOT

Also sharing that August is their biggest 
month for scout recruitment, which has also 
been impacted due to not being able to visit 
schools. 

SOT. 

The Choctaw Area Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America is continuing to follow guidance 
from their national level and the CDC, hoping 
to hold their annual events for the new 
calendar year. 

Ross Collins 
Career and 
Technical adapt to 
remote learning

NEWS 8-18-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In connection with the Meridian Public 
Schools, Ross Collins Career and Technical 
Center allows students the opportunity to 
explore various career options that interest 
them.

Due to the pandemic, Zoom Conference is 
becoming their best friend.

SOT

The programs conduct different 
demonstrations in order for students to 
process the lessons given to them.

Teachers are determined to get their 
students where they need to be.

SOT

As for students, teachers say they are 
adapting to the new system relatively well.

The Ross Collins Career and Technical 
Center has twelve different programs 
students can choose from.

https://www.mpsdk12.net/Page/1588
https://www.mpsdk12.net/Page/1588


Meridian Public 
School District 
receives GearUp 
MS grant for 
students

NEWS 8-26-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Students at the Meridian Public School 
District can now receive $3,500 in 
scholarship funds to any college they choose 
after graduation thanks to the GearUp 
Mississippi grant the district recently applied 
for.

GearUp is the acronym for gaining early 
awareness and readiness for undergraduate 
programs. The district will have access to 
this grant for the next seven years.

SOT

The grant allows students to choose from 
various institutions.

SOT

GearUp Mississippi is in partnership with 
Get2College and offers several services to 
students and staff to push beyond high 
school graduation.

SOT

To learn more about the grant, visit here.

Parents Help Their 
Children Acclimate 
To Distance 
Learning

NEWS 8-26-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

A local Meridian mother shares her 
experience with helping her two elementary 
school daughters adapt to virtual learning. 

Due to the pandemic, Andrea Mcintosh’s two 
daughters had to begin their school year 
from home via distance learning, instead of a 
classroom at Poplar Springs Elementary. 
Despite this unique circumstance, Andrea 
designed a "learning corner" for her 
daughters, 5th grader Brooklyn, and 2nd 
grader Carter, hoping to provide them with a 
structured learning environment. 

SOT

The mother of two shared that there were 
pros to her daughters learning from home.

SOT

As of now, students with the Meridian Public-
School District will continue their education 
via distance learning until September 8, 
when the district plans to have students 
return to campus for in-person learning. 

https://youtu.be/1hw39x0Lh3M


Local Group Plans 
To Hold A Month-
Long Voter 
Registration Event 
In Meridian

NEWS 9-2-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Meridian, a local organization will be 
visiting numerous public housing apartments 
throughout the city every Saturday this 
month, helping residents register to vote.

The Dream Team of the South plans to begin 
their month-long voter registration event on 
Saturday, September 5, at the Highway 
Village Apartments, located on the Front 
Street Ext., from 1pm-2pm.

At multiple peace rallies held previously by 
the Dream Team of the South, the 
organization has provided attendees with the 
opportunity to register to vote. Now, by 
bringing registration to the homes of local 
residents, the Dream Team of the South 
hopes to educate the community on the 
voting process. 

SOT

As October 5, the deadline to register to vote 
in this year’s general election draws near, the 
organization plans to register as many 
people they possibly can, hoping to motivate 
members of the community to vote.

SOT

The Dream Team of the South will provide 
updates regarding their September voter 
registration and each location they plan to 
visit via social media. 

Mississippi 
Department of 
Education to 
provide technology 
devices to public 
school districts

NEWS 9-3-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In response to providing all public school 
students with technology to learn from school 
and home, all public school districts in 
Mississippi have submitted plans to the 
Mississippi Department of Education.

As part of their MDE program called 
Mississippi Connects, the Mississippi 
Legislature has allocated $200 million for two 
new laws for the program.

SOT

The Senate bill provides $150 million to 
school districts to pay for computer devices 
for students and teachers and also provide 
professional development to teachers; while 
the House bill provides $50 million to districts 
to help expand internet access to students 
living in underserved areas.



The Meridian Public School District is in the 
process of making purchases.

SOT

According to a release from the Mississippi 
Department of Education, they have already 
begun providing virtual learning professional 
development with school districts in the state 
to sustain digital learning. The MDE says 
computer devices are expected to be 
delivered from late September through 
November. 

MS Judge rules 
Mississippians 
with underlying 
health conditions 
may vote absentee 
due to COVID-19

NEWS 9-4-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Earlier this week, A Hinds County Judge, 
Denise Owens ruled that voters in 
Mississippi who have underlying health 
conditions may vote absentee due to COVID-
19 concerns.

In mid August, the American Civil Liberties 
Union and Mississippi Center for Justice filed 
a lawsuit requesting a judge to clarify that 
voters who are concerned about COVID-19 
can vote absentee in the November election.

The lawsuit argues that Mississippians 
shouldn’t have to choose between their 
health and a vote. The League of Women 
Voters of East Central Mississippi spoke on 
their take of the lawsuit.

SOT

Ford believes the lawsuit isn’t a bad thing.

SOT

According to the Associated Press, Secretary 
of State Watson announced Thursday, he is 
appealing Owens’ order to the state 
Supreme Court. He expresses in a statement 
he would like clarification so Circuit Clerks 
will know what does and doesn’t qualify as a 
temporary disability for absentee voting.

The appeal was filed on late Thursday.



The MAX Inducts 
Five New Hall of 
Fame Honorees

NEWS 9-6-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Meridian, the Mississippi Arts and 
Entertainment Experience honored five 
Mississippians who impacted the world of 
entertainment greatly, inducting them into the 
MAX Hall of Fame. 

On Thursday, September 3, Bo Diddley, John Lee 
Hooker, Jerry Lee Lewis, Margaret Walker and 
Tammy Wynette were inducted into the MAX 
Hall of Fame. Following the induction ceremony, 
stars displaying their names were unveiled in 
front of the MAX, on the MAX Walk of Fame. 
At the induction ceremony in the MSU Riley 
Center, there were performances by Linda Gail 
Lewis, sister of Honoree Jerry Lee Lewis, blues 
singer Zakiya Hooker, daughter of John Lee 
Hooker, musical members of Diddley’s family, 
and Georgette Jones, daughter of inductee 
Tammy Wynette.

SOT

Due to COVID-19 guidelines, the induction took 
place at a private ceremony on the stage of the 
MSU Riley Center’s Historic Theater. For more 
information on five newly inducted members of 
the MAX Hall of Fame, head to 
https://www.msarts.org/explore/hall-of-fame/hall-
of-fame-honorees/.

East Mississippi 
Hub for Volunteers 
and Nonprofits 
launches 9/11 
Challenge and 
Fundraiser

NEWS 9-8-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Due to COVID-19, the City of Meridian will 
not host the annual 9/11 Memorial Stair 
Climb this year. Although, Director of East 
Mississippi Hub for Volunteers and 
Nonprofits, Casey Culpepper still wants to 
support the cause.

In place of the stair climb, the Hub has 
provided a list of challenges for the 
community to adopt an act of service or 
donate to the 9/11 sheet and pillow 
fundraiser.

SOT

Once your challenge is complete, the Hub 
asks for those to use #911challenge on your 
social media post.

SOT

The Hub asks for any donations to be turned 
in by Friday, September 11th. The following 

https://www.msarts.org/explore/hall-of-fame/hall-of-fame-honorees/
https://www.msarts.org/explore/hall-of-fame/hall-of-fame-honorees/
https://www.twinstates.news/blog-1/search/.hash.911challenge


Monday, the Hub will come together to 
discuss the amount donated for the stair 
climb. To access the list of community 
challenges and information on donating, visit 
here.

Students in the 
Meridian Public-
School District 
resume on-campus 
learning

NEWS 9-9-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Teachers throughout the Meridian Public-
School District welcomed students back to 
campus, as the district enters phase 1 of its 
Returning, Reimagining, Revamping Plan for 
the 2020 to 2021 school year. 

At Northwest Middle School, students have 
returned to the classroom for on-campus 
learning, now having to adjust to the unique 
in-person learning environment.

Classroom sizes have now been downsized 
to increase social distancing, with some 
students still learning via Zoom, waiting to 
attend class in-person on their designated 
days. 

Jerell Mccallum Principal at Northwest 
Middle School shared that students' first day 
back on campus has been successful, with 
students adapting to the new procedures, 
like wearing masks, eating lunch in their 
classrooms, and using their Chromebooks 
for in-class instruction.

SOT

One teacher shared, that like students, she is 
also trying to adjust to the blended format of 
in-person and virtual learning. 

SOT

Although students are now learning on 
campus on designated days of the week, all 
students within the Meridian Public-School 
District will complete online learning on 
Wednesdays.

Salvation Army of 
Meridian seeks 
volunteers for 
hurricane relief 
efforts

NEWS 9-15-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

As Hurricane Sally slowly moves in, the East 
Mississippi Hub for Volunteers and 
Nonprofits assist the Salvation Army of 
Meridian in recruiting volunteers for their 
disaster relief efforts. Helping coordinate 
volunteers during times of disaster relief is a 
major part of the Hub’s responsibility.

Providing shelter, storm clean-up and 

https://forms.gle/QMDf6zh6pLsLm4dbA?fbclid=IwAR3xvLRzaq6ihUEcZUGwvh7uvafrWzAlAWFOGqDVo-4hlnEmdzjcttKQO18


essentials are needed during disaster relief. 
Lieutenant Tamara Robb and Director of 
East Mississippi Volunteers Casey 
Culpepper, came together via Zoom to 
discuss some of these efforts for Sally.

SOT

Serving Lauderdale, Kemper, Neshoba and 
Newton Counties, the Salvation Army plans 
to release as many efforts as needed.

SOT

The army is seeking approximately 15 
volunteers for efforts. As response is 
needed, the local EMA will reach out to the 
army for their support.

To view a full list of disaster response efforts 
for the Hub, visit here.

EMBDC continues 
its Restart, 
Restore, Recover 
campaign to 
further stimulate 
local economy

NEWS 9-17-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Many businesses have been impacted due to 
the pandemic, and an organization serving 
as the chamber of commerce and economic 
development agency for Meridian and 
Lauderdale County began a campaign 
hoping to reduce the blow to local 
businesses.

The East Mississippi Business Development 
Corporation (EMBDC) began the Restart, 
Restore, Recover campaign in June to 
encourage residents to shop local to support 
the local economy during the pandemic.

Although the Restart, Restore, Recover 
campaign was introduced, because of the 
impact COVID-19 had on local businesses, 
like many businesses having to close their 
doors or cutback on employees, the EMBDC 
hopes residents continue to shop local once 
the campaign ends. 

SOT

Thanks to resident’s support of local 
businesses, the sales tax in the city of 
Meridian during the month of July is up by 
almost 12% in comparison to last year. 
While, the local economy is showing signs of 
recovery, EMBDC President Bill Hannah 
says there is still room for improvement. 

SOT 

http://uwofems.galaxydigital.com/volunteer-for-2020-disaster-response/?fbclid=IwAR1Se98sWme1vXBKD2Q4ShlpijERtLtGraejg65IqxnqRBeJdBIg6lad7JM


The Restart, Restore, Recover campaign is 
still running, and the EMBDC is still 
encouraging local businesses and individuals 
to display the campaigns logo to continue to 
motivate members of the community to shop 
local. 

Meridian parents 
ensure 
environment safety 
for autistic son

NEWS 9-17-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

4-year-old Liam Porter was diagnosed with 
autism October 2019. Since then, his mother, 
Ashlee Porter has been a stay-at-home mom 
to support her son.

SOT

According to his mother, Liam enjoys 
exploring the outdoors. His hobbies include 
chasing butterflies and lots of running. 
Noticing this amount of energy he 
possessed, his parents decided to take 
another step for his safety.

SOT

“Caution Autistic Child in Area” reads two 
road signs placed by the Porter home to 
promote awareness in the community. Porter 
says she has been working with the 
Lauderdale County Road Department for a 
few weeks to get the signs ordered.

SOT

For the past three days, Liam has been able 
to play in a safer environment. Porter gives 
this advice to parents who have children with 
autism.

SOT

Northeast High 
School mourns the 
loss of football 
player, officials 
speak on his 
legacy

NEWS 9-23-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Trojan family mourns the passing of their 
own Class of 2021 Senior Corey Moss. A 
teammate, a student, a classmate and a 
friend are just a few roles 17-year-old Corey 
Moss played at Northeast Lauderdale High 
School.

SOT

Moss played many positions for the Trojans. 
Coach Gowdy says Moss stood out to him 
once he began coaching the team.



SOT

According to the principal, Moss had a great 
impact on everyone he came in contact with.

SOT

Information regarding the cause of death has 
not yet been released. In addition, the school 
is offering counseling services to students 
and teachers impacted by his passing. The 
Trojan family says Moss’ legacy will be 
honored and never be forgotten at Northeast 
Lauderdale High School. #17Strong.

Local farm 
prepares for 
upcoming pumpkin 
patch season

NEWS 9-24-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Lazy Acres Farm will be open for the 
next two weekends for families to enjoy the 
pumpkin patch and other fun attractions.

From the pumpkin patch to the cinematery 
(cinema+cemetery), families can find many 
entertaining features at the Lazy Acres Fun 
Farm. This will be the first opening since 
Christmas for the farm due to the pandemic.

SOT

May says the farm attractions will be cleaned 
and there are plenty of hand washing 

stations throughout the farm.

SOT

Admission prices have gone down for 
visitors. Children ages 2 and under are 
welcome free of charge.

SOT

The pumpkin patch will be open from 
September 26th through October 4th. 

https://www.twinstates.news/blog-1/search/.hash.17strong

