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Care Lodge honors 
victims for 
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

 NEWS 10-1-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

  Domestic Violence Awareness Month is 
looking slightly different due to the pandemic, 
but it still holds the same purpose. Someone 
once said, “I raise up my voice--not so that I 
can shout, but so that those without a voice 
can be heard.”

SOT

For those who are interested can purchase a 
purple light bulb or yard sign for the ‘My Light 
Shines for Victims of Domestic Violence' 
campaign. These light bulbs can be used in 
your home or porch to promote awareness.

SOT

Smith says domestic violence has increased 
during the pandemic.

SOT

Meridian residents 
weigh in on mask 
usage in light of 
POTUS' COVID-19 
diagnosis

NEWS 10-2-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Prior to the announcement of the president’s 
positive COVID-19 test, there has been a lot 
of controversy surrounding the 
recommendation to wear a facial covering to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Twin States spoke with Meridian residents 
for their thoughts on if they believe the 
POTUS and FLOTUS’ recent COVID-19 
diagnosis will encourage more people to 
wear masks. 

SOT

A city-wide mask mandate is still in effect in 
the city of Meridian, requiring masks to be 
worn in public spaces.



Lauderdale Co. 
School District to 
hold live one-on-
one help for 
distance learning 
days via Zoom

NEWS 10-2-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Lauderdale County School District is 
extending additional tech support help to 
students and parents, as the district 
continues distance learning on Wednesday. 

On Wednesday, October 7 from 9 am-11:30 
am, parents and students will be able to 
access live tech support for distance learning 
days. Through Zoom, they will be provided 
one-on-one help for online learning platforms 
like Canvas and Google Classroom.

Lauderdale County School District’s 
Instructional Technologist Dr. Marie Roberts 
shared what type of assistance students and 
parents can expect when they access the 
live tech support on Zoom. 

SOT

She also shared that she hopes students and 
parents will take advantage of the live 
distance learning days help via Zoom.

SOT

The district hopes to provide additional days 
for live one-on-one help on scheduled days 
throughout the remainder of the semester. 
To access the live one-on-one help on 
October 7, head to 
https://tinyurl.com/LCSDhelp. 

October 4 -10 is 
National Fire 
Prevention Week

NEWS 10-5-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

This week is National Fire Prevention Week, 
running from October 4 – October 10, and 
firefighters educate children, adults, and 
teachers on how to stay safe in case of a fire. 
This year, the National Fire Protection 
Association also known as the NFPA has a 
campaign for National Fire Prevention Week 
, which is “serve up fire safety in the kitchen”, 
hoping to educate people on important 
actions they can take to keep themselves, 
and those around them, safe in the kitchen. 
According to the NFPA, cooking is the 
number one cause of home fires and home 
fire injuries. Twin States spoke with 
Lauderdale County’s Fire Coordinator on 
steps you can take to prevent fires in the 
kitchen.

https://t.co/nqdOvT2K4k?amp=1


SOT

Each year, Fire Prevention Week is observed 
during the week of October 9, in 
commemoration of the Great Chicago Fire, 
that began on October 8, 1871.

Meridian Public 
School District 
announces Phase 
3 of Return Plan

NEWS 10-6-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Meridian Public School District will now 
enter phase 3 of their Return to School Plan. 
On August 10th, all students entered virtual 
classrooms as phase 1 of their Returning, 
Re-imaging and Revamping plan.

Phase 2 allowed elementary students to 
return to campus September 8th and now 
phase 3 welcomes secondary students on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
along with elementary students beginning 
October 15th. Wednesdays are virtual 
learning for all students.

SOT

If parents are not comfortable letting their 
child come back on campus, virtual learning 
is still available.

SOT

Wednesdays will be used for deep cleanings 
for all campuses. The Meridian Public School 
District also wants to inform parents, start 
and dismissal times will remain the same for 
all campuses. 

Local residents 
share their 
thoughts on 
President Trump's 
tweets about 
another stimulus 
package

NEWS 10-7-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Tonight, there is a lot of confusion 
surrounding when, and if, a second round of 
stimulus checks will be distributed, after a 
series of tweets posted by President Donald 
Trump regarding coronavirus relief. On 
Tuesday, October 6, President Trump posted 
a tweet on twitter putting a pause on COVID-
19 relief talks. The tweet stated “I have 
instructed my representatives to stop 
negotiating until after the election when, 
immediately after I win, we will pass a major 
stimulus bill that focuses on hardworking 
americans and small business.” 

The tweet was soon followed by another, 
directed at House Speaker, Nancy Pelosi, 
stating that he would be prepared to sign a 
stand alone bill for the $1,200 stimulus 
checks to be sent out immediately. With 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1313551795646541824?s=20


many now confused on where the talks 
surrounding the coronavirus relief stands, 
some local residents shared their thoughts 
on the impact they believe not passing a new 
round of Economic Impact Payments will 
have on those hoping for a second stimulus 
check. 

SOT

One man shared that he believes that if the 
second round of stimulus checks was to be 
delayed until after the November election as 
President Trump’s initial tweet proposed, it 
could have large impact on people in the 
service industries. 

SOT

As of now, it is currently undetermined when 
Americans will see another round of stimulus 
checks, as Congress has not yet made an 
official decision regarding coronavirus relief.

Carver Middle 
School took home 
the win in 
Meridian’s middle 
school football 
championship

NEWS 10-8-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Carver Middle School’s Football Team took 
home the win against Northwest Middle 
School in the Meridian’s Middle School 
Football Championship on Thursday.

The Carver Middle School football team is 
now the 2020 Meridian Middle School City 
Champions, after playing in the 
championship game in Ray Stadium on 
Thursday, October 8. The final score was 6-
0, and the game ended in overtime after an 
interception by Carver, bringing them the 
championship trophy. Head Coach Terrence 
Bembry is glad that he was able to lead his 
team to win the championship game in his 
first year coaching them. 

SOT

Coach Bembry also shared that he hopes 
this championship win will encourage more 
students to try out for the football team next 
season. 



Officials urge 
breast cancer 
treatments during 
COVID-19

NEWS 10-12-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Radiation Oncologist Caleb Dulaney, MD at 
Anderson Regional Cancer Center says 
patients who are receiving treatment could 
be at a higher risk of more complications of 
COVID-19.

SOT

Dr. Dulaney says even though some patients 
may be afraid to come in for treatments, it’s 
something that doesn’t need to be put off--
worries that the breast cancer could become 
more advanced.

SOT

Although, a large amount of screenings 
haven’t been performed since the beginning 
of the pandemic, breast cancer cases are still 
growing.

SOT

Dr. Dulaney says patients should speak with 
their doctor to clarify the best decision for 
their routine screening.

MCC My College 
Cares event 
changes to virtual 
setting

NEWS 10-13-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

For over 20 years, Meridian Community 
College has served the community through 
their 'My College Cares' Day. This day allows 
faculty, students and staff to serve the 
Lauderdale County area through volunteer 
efforts. Due to the pandemic, the event will 
now be virtual.

SOT

Students have now until October 29th to 
complete five volunteer hours of their choice.

SOT

Once their hours are complete, the students 
are now eligible for a college credit.

SOT

All students are encouraged to participate in 
the volunteer efforts. Motes states this event 
is essential especially during the pandemic.

SOT



Meridian Police 
Dept. to hold a 
drug take back 
event on Oct. 24

NEWS 10-19-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Meridian Residents will have an opportunity 
to anonymously dispose of their unused 
prescriptions at the Meridian Police 
Department’s “Drug Take Back” event that is 
being held on Saturday, October 24.

The “Drug Take Back” will take place from 
10am-2pm at the Bonita Lakes Mall Police 
Precinct, located near the food court 
entrance. Attendees will be able to 
anonymously drop off their pills, patches, and 
vaping devices to be destroyed, and will be 
given a personal prescription lockbox, sweet 
treats and pamphlets in return. Needles and 
syringes will not be accepted for disposal at 
this event. 

SOT

For more information regarding the disposal 
of prescription drugs or the “Drug Take Back” 
event on October 24, you can contact Lt. Rita 
Jack at (601)513-6916, or visit 
www.DEATakeBack.com .

Home Instead 
Senior Care in 
Meridian to soon 
kickoff its annual 
"Be A Santa To A 
Senior” program

NEWS 10-20-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Meridian, Home Instead Senior Care is 
now preparing to soon kickoff its be a “Be A 
Santa To A Senior” program, sharing that 
they anticipate an increase in needs for 
participating seniors this year during the 
pandemic. 

The “Be A Santa To A Senior” program 
allows community members to pick a senior 
to sponsor and fulfill their wish list for the 
holiday season, and Home Instead Senior 
Care has already begun to receive senior 
wish lists, and some are longer than they 
have been in previous years. To mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19, this year Home Instead 
will allow community members to receive a 
seniors wish list via Facebook or phone call, 
in addition to still allowing them to pick them 
up in person. The program’s coordinator 
shared that she believes there has been an 
increase in needs for participating seniors 
this year. 

SOT

She also shared that because of the 
pandemic, Home Instead has partnered with 
Amazon to make shopping for a senior 
easier for those concerned about still 
shopping in stores, allowing the gifts they 
purchase to be delivered directly to seniors, 

https://takebackday.dea.gov/


or to Home Instead. 

SOT

 Home Instead will officially kick off its "Be A 
Santa To A Senior” program on November 2, 
and will post information regarding the 
program on its social media accounts. 

New police chief 
appointed to the 
Meridian Police 
Dept.

NEWS 10-21-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Today is the first day recently appointed chief 
of police, Chris Read, will be serving in his 
new leadership role with the Meridian Police 
Department. 

Chris Read’s appointment as police chief 
was confirmed with a 4 to 1 vote by the 
Meridian city council at council meeting on 
Tuesday, October 20. 

Meridian mayor, Percy Bland, shared that he 
was glad they were able to successfully fill 
the full-time police chief position. 

SOT

Read, a veteran law enforcement officer with 
MPD began working with the department in 
1999 and was awarded police office of the 
year in 2004, and has also served as a task 
force officer with the FBI. He shared that he 
is excited to take on this new leadership role 
with the department.

SOT

Read also stated that he plans to utilize his 
first day on the job to reach out to community 
leaders, to reinforce their confidence in the 
police department. 

SOT

Newly appointed chief of police Chris Read 
will be serving as Meridian’s first full time 
chief of police since late January.

Local residents 
share their 
concerns about 
voting at the polls 
during the 
pandemic

NEWS 11-2-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Lauderdale County, some voters shared 
that they are concerned about voting at the 
polls tomorrow during the pandemic.
 
The Lauderdale County Election Commission 
stated that for the election on Tuesday, 
November 3, social distancing will be 
enforced for those waiting to vote, and voters 
will be required to wear masks to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 at the polls. There will 



also be hand sanitizing stations at each 
voting precinct for voters to have access to. 
Even with these methods being put in place, 
one woman shared that she is still concerned 
about voting during the pandemic.

 SOT

According to the Lauderdale County Election 
Commission, the voting precincts will be fully 
staffed with poll workers to ensure that the 
guidelines they have set for voting during the 
pandemic are being followed.

Mississippians 
vote in favor of 
Ballot Measure 2

NEWS 11-4-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

On election day, November 3, Mississippi 
voters voted in favor of Ballot Measure 2, the 
House Concurrent Resolution No. 47, which 
will change the election process for 
candidates running for statewide offices.

Ballot Measure 2 will eliminate requiring 
candidates for statewide offices, like 
governor, to receive majority of the popular 
vote, accompanied with the electoral vote in 
order to be elected.

Mississippi is currently the only state 
requiring candidates to have both in order to 
be elected into statewide offices. With this 
requirement, if nobody secures the popular 
vote and the electoral vote, the race is 
decided by the state house. 

Many people shared that they are glad that 
Mississippians voted in favor of the House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 47, eliminating 
the need for the electoral vote to elect 
statewide offices. 

SOT

One man shared that this ballot measure 
addressed a concern he had with the 
electoral vote being needed to elect 
statewide offices. 

SOT

With House Concurrent Resolution No. 47 
passed candidates for statewide offices in 
Mississippi will now only need to receive the 
majority vote to win.



Local businesses 
prepare for 
upcoming holiday 
season amid 
COVID-19

NEWS 11-5-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

As the holiday season draws near, 
businesses are preparing for holiday 
shopping in the Meridian area. Due to the 
pandemic, the economy has taken a major 
hit and they are looking to increase sales 
again.

SOT

Holladay says when you’re thinking about 
your Christmas list this year, to remember all 
the local businesses in the area.

SOT

Laura Carmichael of Meridian Community 
Development says customers can expect 
shopping to look slightly different this year 
under COVID-19 circumstances.

SOT

Under CDC guidelines, the City of Meridian 
still plans to participate in holiday activities 
this year.

SOT

The Salvation 
Army in Meridian 
kicks off its annual 
Angel Tree 
Program

NEWS 11-6-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Meridian, the Salvation Army is officially 
kicking off its annual Angel Tree Program, 
and Citizens National Bank is continuing its 
partnership with the organization for the 
program, as it sees an uptick in the number 
of children, they plan to serve this year.

Citizens National Bank has supported the 
Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Program for 
over 2 decades, and usually holds a 
celebratory ceremony to help the salvation 
army kick off the program, but could not this 
year, because of the pandemic.

Despite this, Citizens National Bank is still 
assisting the Salvation Army with its Angel 
Tree Program, by putting Christmas trees in 
each of its Meridian branches, and its bank 
locations in Philadelphia and Quitman. At 
those locations, people will be able to adopt 
an “angel” from a tree, and buy gifts for a 
local child for the holidays. 

SOT



For those who plan to adopt an angel at one 
of Citizens National Bank’s locations, you 
must have the gifts, along with the angel tree 
card, returned to that location by December 
10. 

Officials speak on 
protecting 
students' eyesight 
during distance 
learning

NEWS 11-9-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Distance learning has left an impact on 
students now when it comes to schoolwork 
and eyesight. Marie Roberts of Lauderdale 
County School District advises parents to 
keep watch on their child’s screen time.

SOT

Optometrist Minh Duong says the light 
technology devices give off causes 
wavelengths, although some lenses can filter 
these wavelengths.

SOT

Dr. Duong advises parents to continue to 
keep a routine eye checkup going forward 
during distance learning measures.

SOT

Love's Kitchen to 
distribute meals on 
Thanksgiving

NEWS 11-10-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

With COVID-19 being a hardship for many 
families, local food services are here to help 
in their time of need. In addition to serving 
meals every Monday through Saturday, 
Love's Kitchen still plans to give back on 
Thanksgiving this year.

SOT

Thanksgiving this year will be different at 
Love’s Kitchen, but still serve the same 
purpose--making sure everyone gets a hot 
meal.

SOT

The traditional turkey, dressing, macaroni 
and cheese as well as other Thanksgiving 
favorites, will be distributed outside the 
facility on the day of Thanksgiving. Workers 
will be able to hand out plates to those in 
need. Usually visitors are welcome to sit 
down and eat in the building, but due to 
COVID-19 concerns, safety measures will be 
taken.

SOT

Johnson says the kitchen anticipates 



preparing up to 500 meals this year to serve 
the community on the day of giving thanks.

Local residents 
share their 
thoughts on the 
developing COVID-
19 vaccines

NEWS 11-17-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Health officials are still waiting for a much 
anticipated COVID-19 vaccination to be 
approved for distribution. this following two 
vaccine developers, Moderna, and Pfizer, 
recently announcing that their developing 
vaccines have shown promising effective 
rates. Many people shared that they are 
concerned about receiving a COVID-19 
vaccine. 

In September, the Centers for Disease 
Control asked state officials to prepare to 
distribute a potential vaccine for COVID-19, 
giving guidance hoping to distribute a 
vaccine before the end of the year. Although 
a vaccine has yet to be approved for 
distribution, health officials have announced 
their hopes to have one available for 
distribution in late December. 
One woman shared that she believes the 
recent developments in the vaccination to be 
positive, although she does not plan to get 
one.

SOT.

Another woman shared that she is 
concerned about experiencing negative 
effects if she was to receive a vaccination for 
the coronavirus.

SOT

One Meridian man said, that although he 
does not plan to get a COVID-19 vaccination 
when a vaccine is distributed, he believes a 
lot of people will choose to get the vaccine.

SOT

As of now, no vaccination has been 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration yet, but the Mississippi State 
Department of Health has already 
announced a 3 phase plan, on how they plan 
to distribute a COVID-19 vaccine. 



Local business 
reopens dining 
area to customers

NEWS 11-18-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Mom and Pop’s Soul Food Kitchen and 
Barbecue announced last week that their 
dining area has reopened to the public. Since 
then, business has been slowly, but surely.

SOT

After Governor Tate Reeves gave the green 
light to reopen businesses a few months 
back, the restaurant decided to keep their 
dining room closed for the safety of 
customers. During the closure, takeout and 
drive-thru services were still available. It was 
not until the restaurant started to see more 
travelers on the road when they decided to 
reopen their dining doors. 

SOT

The rules to enter are very simple--masks 
must be worn and seating is at six feet 
capacity. Seating is also available outside for 
customers to dine.

SOT

Thanksgiving ham 
giveaway held at 
Northeast High 
School

NEWS 11-19-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Football players at Northeast Lauderdale 
High School gave out hams to members of 
the community, thanks to a partnership with 
local businesses to help community 
members have a happy Thanksgiving.

Many cars lined up in front of Northeast 
Lauderdale High School, as 100 hams were 
personally handed to members of the 
community by the school's football players.

The Trojan football team partnered with the 
Olive Branch Thrift Store in Marion, with 
sponsorships from other local businesses, 
like Magnolia Marine to purchase the hams. 

In order to receive a ham people had to drive 
up, and present a voucher they received 
from the Olive Branch Thrift Store earlier in 
the week.

Northeast’s Head Football Coach, Maurice 
Gowdy, and Crystal Gibbs, owner of the 
Olive Branch Thrift Store, told Twin States 
News that that they understood that many 
families were in need due to the pandemic, 
which drove them to hold this ham giveaway. 

SOT



One Trojan football player shared that he 
was glad to have the opportunity to give back 
to his community for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

SOT

Northeast’s Head Football Coach, 
Maurice Gowdy said that the team plans 
to partner with other local businesses 
throughout the school year, to continue to 
give back to the community. 

Officials give tips 
to avoid winter 
house fires, 
winterizing homes

NEWS 12-1-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

As freezing temperatures approach, officials 
warn about the possibility of fires if objects in 
the house are not monitored properly. One of 
those major objects is space heaters. Dover 
says when using one to plug it directly into 
an outlet and never use an extension cord.

SOT

Dover says now is the time to maintain 
heaters and fireplaces for cold temperatures.

SOT

Being this us the first cold spark of the 
season, homeowners are encouraged to 
focus on the four P’s when it comes to 
winterizing their homes--plants, pets, pipes 
and people. Meridian Public Safety Director 
Doug Stephens says pipes are a main 
concern during the winter.

SOT

According to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, most house fires 
happen between December and February, 
so now is the time to check your 
surroundings to stay safe.



MSU-Meridian 
holds Fall 
Commencement 
Ceremony

NEWS 12-1-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Mississippi State University-Meridian held 
their Fall 2020 Commencement Ceremony 
today at the MSU Riley Center. Due to 
COVID-19, the spring graduates of 2020 
were also welcome to participate in this 
celebration. MSU-Meridian graduates were 
able to experience the thrill of walking to 
receive their degree. In addition to serving 
his country, one graduate says this is a day 
he has longed for.

SOT

Keeping a close eye on protection, the 
graduation was enforced with safety rules to 
benefit those in participation. Of course 
masks were required and social distancing 
was met.

SOT

President Dr. Mark Keenum addressed the 
graduates, encouraging them to value their 
education and continue to soar after leaving 
the university.

SOT

The graduation ceremony was live streamed 
on the MSU website and Facebook for those 
who wish to view it.

Wesley House 
Community Center 
now accepting toy 
donations for 
annual Christmas 
toy distribution

NEWS 12-1-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Wesley House Community Center is 
officially collecting toy donations to gift to 
children for their annual Christmas 
Clearinghouse Program.

Each year during the holiday season, the 
Wesley House Community Center holds a 
Christmas Clearinghouse Program, allowing 
local community members to sign up their 
children ranging from ages 2-12 to receive a 
free gift of 4 to 5 toys. 

Through this holiday program, the Wesley 
House Child Advocacy Center, allows for 
members of the community to sponsor local 
foster children, and buy them presents for 



the holiday.

Reverend David Schultz shared that this 
year, thanks to the community, all of the 
foster children, just under 100, have been 
sponsored to receive gifts, but they still 
depend heavily on community donations as 
they anticipate gifting hundreds of other local 
children with toys, as many parents are still 
signing their children up for the program.

SOT

Reverend Schultz also shared that even 
during the pandemic, Wesley House has 
seen a great community response to assist 
with their annual holiday toy program. 

SOT

This year, the Wesley House Community 
Center’s distribution for itsChristmas 
Clearinghouse will be held in a drive through 
format on December 21 and December 22. 
For more information on how you can donate 
and volunteer for this program, you can 
contact the Wesley House Community 
Center at (601) 485-4736.

Christmas tree 
sales booming at 
local farm, farmer 
shares tips on tree 
safety

NEWS 12-8-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

With Christmas only 16 days away, the Lazy 
Acres Fun Farm is prepared for holiday 
shoppers. Michael May says they planted 
800 Christmas trees back in January and 
they are going fast.

SOT

After you take your tree home for display, 
keeping it properly hydrated is one step for 
its safety. May says an eight foot tree could 
drink up to one to two gallons of water per 
day.

SOT

While maintaining your Christmas tree, using 
LED lights are a way to go. May says you 
should follow these tips to keep your tree 

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsyUouNLMwN2C0UjWosLCwMDFPSUpJs0yysEi1SLIyqEhLSUxLNkw2N7NINUxMTUv24ilPLc5JrVTIyC8tTgUAhxYUrw&q=wesley+house&oq=wesle&aqs=chrome.1.0i355i457j46i175i199j0i3j69i57j46i433l2j0j69i60.4839j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


safe.

SOT

The Lazy Acres Farm is forty years old this 
year and not only do they sell Christmas 
trees this time of year, but they also plan 
some fun events during the holidays.

SOT

Bikers United for 
Children to hold its 
10th annual toy run 
Dec.12

NEWS 12-9-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Meridian, a local non- profit organization is 
preparing for its 10th annual toy run, this 
weekend, collecting toys donations, to gift to 
a local community center to aid in its 
Christmas toy giveaway.

The Bikers United for Children non-profit will 
be holding its 10th annual toy run on 
Saturday, December 12. 

Members of the community are encouraged 
to bring a new toy unwrapped toy, for a child 
between the ages of 2 to 12 , or a monetary 
donation, that will be given to the Wesley 
House Community Center for its “Christmas 
clearinghouse”, where they gift local children 
with four to five toys for the holiday.

The toy run will include a parade of 
motorcyclists from the surrounding area, and 
Santa Clause, who will ride through the city, 
collecting toys for the toy run. Beginning at 
the hilton garden inn at 10am , the group will 
depart at 1pm, riding through downtown 
Meridian, escorted by local law enforcement, 
until they arrive at College Park United 
Methodist Church. 

SOT

The event will take place rain or shine, as the 
non-profit hopes to collect between 800 to 
1,000 toys, this year.

SOT

All toys and monetary donations collected 
from The Bikers United for Children Toy Run 
will be presented to the Wesley House 
Community Center



Suspect arrested 
after a porch pirate 
was caught on 
camera in Meridian

NEWS 12-10-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

In Meridian, a porch pirate caught on camera 
taking packages from a family.

Local law enforcement says that it was 
thanks to community policing, that a suspect 
has been arrested in connection to the crime. 

With many people expecting packages to be 
delivered to their front doors during the 
holiday season, they face the threat of an 
uptick in porch pirates, thieves that steal 
packages from homes. This happened to 
Susan Ross, who shared that she was 
shocked to learn that she had been a victim 
of a crime, on Monday, this week. Also 
saying, that she was thankful her "Ring" 
doorbell surveillance caught the porch pirate 
on camera, in the act.

SOT

Ross and Meridian Police Chief, Chris Read, 
stated that it was all thanks to community 
members sharing surveillance video, that 
was posted on a community watch page on 
social media, which helped identify a 
suspect. James Kevin Mott has been 
arrested in connection with the alleged 
package theft. 

SOT

SOT

The Meridian Police Department hopes to 
solve more crimes with the help of 
community policing, and will have a special 
patrol of shopping areas across the city 
during this holiday season until December 
26, to prevent additional personal property 
thefts.



School nurse 
urges students to 
get flu vaccine, 
LCSD receives new 
PPE

NEWS 12-16-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

During the COVID-19 pandemic, schools are 
ensuring their students remain safe from the 
virus, as well as the flu. Lead Nurse of the 
Lauderdale County School District says the 
flu shot is not required in school, but is highly 
recommended.

SOT

Symptoms like fever, cough, sore throat and 
body aches are just one in the same for the 
two. Nurse Shebi says getting the flu vaccine 
can help your immune system fight off the 
virus. 

SOT

Looking ahead--the school district is also 
prepared for the new semester with new PPE 
by the Mississippi State Department of 
Education through their Safe and Healthy 
Schools Program. Dr. DeShannon Davis 
says equipment will be distributed to all 
schools in January.

SOT

Davis also said the Mississippi State 
Department of Health released some new 
COVID-19 guidelines for school districts 
today.

Multi-County 
Community 
Service Agency 
sees an uptick in 
the number of 
residents seeking 
its services

NEWS 12-16-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

The Multi-County Community Service 
Agency has continued to provide its services 
to low income residents in 9 counties, who 
may be in need of financial assistance during 
the pandemic, but the agency has seen an 
uptick in the number of people seeking its 
services. 

The Multi-County Community Service 
Agency serves residents in Clarke, 
Lauderdale, Jasper, Kemper, Newton, 
Neshoba, Smith, Scott and Wayne counties. 
With each county seeing an increase in the 
number of people submitting documents, 
hoping to receive some financial assistance 
for bills, rent, or mortgages, due to pandemic 
impacting them financially. 

https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/resources/9917.pdf
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/resources/9917.pdf


Ronald Collier, the executive director of the 
Multi-County Community Service Agency 
shared that recently they have paid around 
fifty thousand more dollars providing financial 
assistance than they would have paid before 
the pandemic.

SOT

Collier also told Twin States News that he 
believes they will continue to see an increase 
in residents applying for their service, until 
COVID-19 case numbers decrease. 

SOT.

Multi-County Community Service Agency will 
be hosting a COVID-19 testing event on 
Saturday, December 19, from 8am to 4pm. 
The agency is targeting low income 
communities for this free testing event, and 
testing will be conducted at Mount Barton at 
2900 Saint Paul Street. Test results will be 
sent via text or email within 72 hours. For 
more information on the upcoming testing 
event you can contact Ron Collier at 601-
482-9883 or Dee Coleman at 601-564-3268.

Marion Police 
Department to host 
annual toy drive, 
receives donation 
for toys

NEWS 12-17-20 6, 9, 
AND 10 
PM

Toys are loaded and packed in different 
storage units for the Marion Police 
Department’s annual Christmas Toy Drive. 
Last year, the department distributed more 
than 3,000 toys and are looking forward to 
giving away more this year due to COVID-19.

SOT

The MUNA Federal Credit Union stopped by 
town hall today to present the police 
department with a $1,000 donation along 
with some toys for the giveaway.

SOT

Chief Davis says they are not sure how many 
toys they’ve collected, but they are looking 
forward to collecting more thanks to the 



donation. This year’s giveaway will also 
feature some raffles.

SOT

Toys will not only be distributed to children of 
Marion, but also surrounding areas. Chief 
Davis says they will be complying with CDC 
guidelines.

The Marion Police Department Christmas toy 
giveaway will be this Sunday at the Hamasa 
Temple Shrine building in Marion. The event 
will begin at 1:30p.m. and go until toys are 
gone.


