
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

Station:   WZZM 

Location:   Grand Rapids, Michigan 

For quarter beginning: 

   January 1, 2015   

     

 

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 

station during the reporting period. 

 

 The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and 

times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues 

of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date: March 31, 2015               

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most 

actively addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not 

necessarily in order of importance. Other community problems and needs are 

noted on support documents attached in this report. Those documents also 

reflect local programs that address these needs. 

 

1.  Community Involvement 

2.  Crime 

3.  Diversity 

4.  Economic Development 

5.  Education 

6.  Family 

7.  Government 

8.  Health 

9.  Religion 

10.  Safety 

11.  Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 

issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 

and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following 

pages. 

  

Program Name Schedule 
 (Day/Time) 

Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

 
The Flu & School 

 
 

 
1/2/15 at 5:00pm 

Spectrum Hospitals have implemented extra layers of 
protection because... Last year at the peak of flu 

season the hospital saw 37 patents a week, but this 
year... Officials are worried that number could increase 
once students return to school. Coughing and 

sneezing can spread it. But the best advice is... 
"If you are sick stay home until you are better before 
you send your child to school." "If you have one person 
that has the flu in a close setting it could spread very 

quickly." 
 

Flu in Kent County 
 
 
 

 
1/6/15 at 5:00pm 

Michigan continues to experience one of its worst flu 
seasons and right now the state is officially 
experiencing a high rate of flu. They have doubled 
since just last week. The Kent County numbers were 
released just this morning... and right now 1,621 cases 
are being reported, up from 813 last week. In West 
Michigan the flu peaks around the first week of 
February. And here's an interesting tidbit about colds 
and flu. Researchers may have discovered why they 
circulate more in the winter than other times of the year. 
Their research showed breathing in cold air reduces 
immunity in your lungs which lowers your ability to fight 
off viruses. So, there might be some truth to the old 
wives tales about catching a cold if you're not dressed 
warm. 

 
Cancer Symptoms 

 
 
 

 
1/8/15 at 5:00pm 

If you've been coughing and coughing, you may be 
dismissing it as just part of what happens during the 
winter. BUT if that cough persists longer than just a few 
weeks or you've had it off and on for more than a year, 
it could be a sign that you may have cancer. There are 
a lot of subtle changes that happen to our body as we 
age that often get dismissed and shouldn't. This lack of 
knowledge among patients could mean they do not go 
and see a doctor, and thus do not have their cancer 
diagnosed until later than it might otherwise have 
been...warned" the researchers. In a time when many 
of us have to pay out of pocket until we meet our 
deductible ~ how do you convince someone to go to the 
doctor for a persistent cough or what they think might 
be hemorrhoids? It's a good reminder that we need to 
pay closer attention to our body especially if it's 
something we've had for several weeks or months.  

 
10 Year Flu Shot 

 
 

 
1/15/15 at 5:00pm 

After hearing that this year's flu shot is only 23 percent 
effective, chances are you've completely lost faith in 
ever getting one again. BUT here's some good news... 
a flu vaccine that protects against ALL strains of the 
virus and provides at least “two” decades of protection 



 
 

could soon be a reality. Scientists at Mount Sinai 
Health System in New York are in the process of 

testing a universal flu vaccine. Here's why it's important 
to the health of you and your family. There’s no doubt 

influenza has been aggressive this season. That’s 
because this year’s vaccine didn’t match the dominant 

strain of the virus currently circulating. When it comes 
to flu vaccines, Russell Hopkins of the NE Texas Public 
Health District says science is usually a step behind. 
But Dr. Jeff Levin of UT Health NE says a universal flu 

shot could change all that. That would mean broader & 
longer-lasting protection against seasonal & new 
influenza viruses. 

 
Organ Memories 

 
 
 

 
2/4/15 at 6:00pm 

Some say the gift of life, also transfers characteristics of 
their donor. WZZM 13 News Health Reporter Valerie 
Lego takes a look at the idea of organ memory 
transference. Some transplant patients believe their 
sudden change of taste in food or music comes from 
their organ donor but is that even possible. Here's a 
look from both porspectives. Dr. Michael Hagan 
believes you can, in fact he says he's living proof. Dr. 
Michael Hagan/Liver Transplant Recipient:" It's not that 
I wished it to happen it just happened." Ten years ago 
Dr. Michael Hagan had a liver transplant after 
contracting Hepatitis C as an E-R Physician.  He admits 
he experienced new cravings.  And something else 
changed for the veteran E-R Doc ~ trained to keep his 
emotions in check. "After my transplant I found that I 
became very emotional. So much so that I could go to 
almost any movie and cry in the movie and that was 
very unlike me." Dr. Asgar Kahgahni is a heart 
transplant surgeon with Spectrum Health. He's 
conducted over a thousand transplants during his 30 
years. Dr. Kahgahni says the more logical explanation 
is what's known as the "hospital grapevine".  

 
Newborn Heart Test 

 
 
 
 

 
2/16/15 at 5:00pm 

The Michigan Department of Community Health now 
requires all hospitals to conduct a two-minute 
congenital heart test within 24 hours of birth to look for 
undetected heart defects. Mercy Health's Hackley 
hospital started performing this test two years before it 
was required ~ and it saved the lives of several West 
Michigan babies. The Michigan Department of 
Community Health implemented the mandatory two 
minute congenital heart screening for babies in April 
2014. Michigan also has one of the most stringent 
genetic screening processes for infants. 

 
Measles Refresher 

 
2/18/15 at 5:00pm 

With the possible measles case in West Michigan... we 
want to take some time to remind you about the facts of 
the disease. I want to start with the five things you need 
to know about the measles. First... it floats in the air. 
Second... people can spread the disease before they 
have any symptoms. Third... it's very easy to catch. 
Four... it is *not* a harmless childhood disease. And 
finally... It can come back and spread easily. Nearly 20 
states have confirmed measles cases. Symptoms 
include a high fever... runny nose... dry cough... red, 
watery eyes and a rash. And the disease can also 
cause diarrhea... ear infections... pneumonia... 
encephalitis or swelling of the brain... seizures... and 
even death.   The measles vaccine is the best way to 
protect yourself. 



 
Preventing Peanut 

Allergies 

 
2/23/15 at 5:00pm 

Here's an update to a story I reported on about Peanut 
allergies in children. The results are in for a study on 
feeding babies peanuts to help prevent and possibly 
even put an end to peanut allergies. The secret is to 
introduce peanuts to your baby when they’re between 4 
and 11 months old. Researchers in England split the 
high risk infants into two groups... one was instructed to 
consume peanuts on a regular basis... the other to 
avoid them. After five years... the prevalence of 
allergies in the children who avoided peanuts was 17 
percent compared to 3 percent in those who ate them. 
Researchers call this a landmark study because it may 
have answered the question... when is the best time to 
start feeding allergens to infants at high risk for 
developing food allergies. 

 
Sit Stand Test 

 
2/27/15 at 5:00pm 

How difficult is it for you to sit on the floor and get back 
up again with minimal assistance? A doctor in Brazil 
invented the Sitting Rising Test or S-R-T, and he's 
proven it can predict your risk of dying in the next five 
years. When it comes to figuring out how healthy you 
are, and long you might live. A cardiac stress test is 
often considered the gold-standard for giving doctors 
very specific information. Today in St. Louis Reporter, 
Dana Dean just perfectly executed the Sitting Rising 
Test. Scientific studies over the past 15 years have 
proven if you have trouble getting down and getting 
back off the floor, it's nothing to laugh at.  The goal is to 
get down and back up from a sitting position with 
minimal support.  It can be used in all age groups, and 
results are based on a scale of one to 10. Score three 
or less and your risk of dying is five times greater over 
the next five years.   

 
Narcolepsy 

 
3/4/15 at 5:00pm 

An East Grand Rapids mother has decided to take 
action and bring more awareness to her son's condition. 
More on the #ALARMEDFACE SOCIAL MEDIA 
CAMPAIGN when WZZM 13 news at five continues. It's 
a condition that is more common than you may think. 
Narcolepsy affects one in 2-thousand Americans. The 
condition is a chronic brain disorder that involves poor 
control of sleep-wake cycles. People with narcolepsy 
experience irresistible bouts of sleep that can strike at 
any time... lasting from a few seconds to several 
minutes. Joining me now is Laura Fabrizio and her 
husband Patrick whose 14 year old son Nicholas has 
been diagnosed with Narcolepsy. Laura, you've started 
a Michigan Chapter of "Wake Up Narcolepsy" to help 
bring more awareness to the condition. Tell me about 
your social media campaign. 

 
Organ Recipients 

Reuniting 

 
3/9/15 at 5:00pm 

Two old friends are now calling themselves transplant 
brothers... as they were reunited last year when both 
had their lives saved by one organ donor. One needed 
a heart... the other a pair of lungs... and on June 8th 
2014... Fred Nelis and Gordon Veldman.... friends who 
had known each other for over a decade, were both 
given the gift of life. The friends reunited to talk about 
what life is like sharing the organs of the same person. 
They no longer worry if the next day will be their last, 
and while they don't know the name of their 32 year old 
organ donor... they are very grateful that he decided to 
give. 

   



 
Jessica Stone’s Story 

 
3/17/15 at 5:00pm 

WZZM 13 News learned yesterday that a young woman 
we've been following for nearly 8 years passed away. 
WZZM 13 Health Reporter, Valerie Lego was the one 

who followed her story all that time... and she joins us 
now with the sad update on Jessica Stone. Jessica 
passed away on Sunday evening surrounded by her 
family. She was just 29 years old. They say their hearts 
are broken... but she is finally without pain and in a 
better place. Many remember Jessica from the very 
brave decision she made... choosing to go deaf in order 
to save her life. Jessica had Neurofibromatosis 2, a 
genetic condition that causes tumors to grow on nerve 
endings all over your body. She had so many... that 
doctors couldn't even begin to count them. But she also 
had something else... an unbreakable spirit. 

 
HIV Prevention: Red 

Project 

 
3/26/15 at 5:00pm 

As we mentioned earlier... Indiana's governor is issuing 
a public health emergency for the southern part of the 
state... following an HIV outbreak.  Since Mid-
December 79 people have tested positive for the virus... 
many of them intravenous drug users. Steve Alsum is 
Executive Director of the Red Project in Grand Rapids... 
an organization dedicated to HIV prevention and 
awareness.   So first... let's talk about the growing 
problem of heroin use... which of course involves 
needles. In Grand Rapids... we've had a needle 
exchange program for more than 15 years... and it's 
made a huge difference... hasn't it? When the needle 
exchange program started about 15 years ago... 25% of 
HIV infection in the Grand Rapids area was the result of 
people sharing dirty needles. That number is now at 
about 10%. 

  

 

Issue-Responsive Programming 

Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, Lauren Stanton. 

Lauren tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & give a full report 
to our viewers. This airs every other Thursday at 6pm. Here are some of our stories. 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Air Jet Snow 

Shovel 
 

 
1/15/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:58 

With all the snow 
we've had recently, 
it's not a bad time to 
try a new shoveling 

product. The air jet 
attaches to the end 
of your leaf blower 
to create an 
inexpensive snow 
blower. 13 on your 
Side's, Lauren 
Stanton tries it 
before you buy it. 

    A FEW years ago, 
13 On Your Side 



Instyler Tulip 
 

2/5/15 6:30am 2:52 tested the original 
"Instyler"... it was a 
heated, rotating 
styling tool for your 
hair.  Well, their 
latest product is 
this... It's The 
Instyler "Tulip", it 
promises to give you 
perfect waves and 
curls automatically... 
in just seconds. 
WZZM 13'S Lauren 
Stanton put it to the 
test in this week's 
Try It Before You 
Buy It.   

 
One Second 

Slicer  
 

 
3/5/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:50 

Alright, the home 
and garden show is 
this weekend... and 
you're bound to see 
booths with products 
like these.  The 
latest "As Seen on 
TV" kitchen product 
is this-- the One 
Second Slicer. It 
claims to slice, dice, 
transport and store 
your food all in one 
unit.  Lauren puts it 
to the test in this 
week's Try It Before 
You Buy It. 

 
3D Doodler 

 
3/19/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:33 

The online videos of 
this product the 
3Doodler-- were 
incredible. It is 
supposed to be the 
world's first 3-D 
printing pen. Could 
this pen take 
drawing to a whole 
new level?  Lauren 
Stanton puts it to the 
test in this week's 
Try It Before You 
Buy It. 

 

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 

we have covered:  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

  
1/5/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:45 

We start tonight with 
breaking news from 
Holland, where 
police are 



Holland 
Shooting 

 

investigating a 
deadly shooting. It 
happened late this 
afternoon in an 
apartment complex 
in the 200-block of 
West 40th Street, 
near Washington 
avenue. According 
to the Holland 
Department of 
Public Safety, the 
shooter is a black 
man, 5'8'' or 5'9'' tall, 
with a short Afro 
hairstyle. He was 
wearing a white shirt 
with black lettering 
and black pants. He 
ran from the 
apartments East on 
40th St. The victim 
is a 20-year-old 
black man. 

 
Muskegon Twp. 

Murder 
 

 
1/9/15 

 
5:00am 

 
1:30 

Police in Muskegon 
Township are 
looking for the 
person or persons 
responsible for the 
death of 71-year old 
man. Neighbors say 
he lived alone on 
South Dangl Road 
near Hall. They 
noticed signs 
someone used force 
to get inside his 
home. Police say 
based on 
observations and 
physical evidence in 
the home, it appears 
the cause of death 
is homicide 

 
Abigail Simon 

Sentencing 
 

 
1/14/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:30 

First at five, 
breaking news, a 
former Catholic High 
School tutor will 
spend 8 to 25 years 
in prison.    
Moments ago... a 
judge sentenced 
Abigail Simon in 
Kent County Circuit 
Court for sexually 
assaulting one of 
her male students. 
The teen was 15 at 
the time of the 
assault... and is now 
17 years old.  



 
Battaglia Prelim 

 
1/20/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
.13, .14 

Tonight we are 
hearing from the 
brother of a man 
charged with a 1990 
murder in Grand 
Rapids. WZZM-13's 
Greg Ghering has 
more on what 
happened in court 
today. Christopher 
Joel Battaglia was 

23, when he was 
found fatally beaten 
in Eastown in June 
of 1990. 56-year old 
Aurelias Marshall is 
charged with 
Battaglia's death. 

During Marshall's 
preliminary hearing 

today, his brother 
Acey took the stand. 
He testified his 
brother called him to 
pick him up that 
night. When Acey 
arrived, he saw his 
brother and another 
man beating 
Battaglia.  

 
Vanilla Card 

Scam 

 
2/6/15 

 
4:30am 

 
3:01 

13 is on your side 
this morning with a 
scam alert for 
seniors. Crooks are 
targeting 
unsuspecting 
grandparents... and 
they conned an 82 
year-old man out 
thousands of 
dollars. And W-Z-Z-
M 13's Alex 
Shabad... who was 
covering the story... 
ran into a woman 
targeted by the 
same scam. He 
stopped her just in 
the nick of time. A 
grandmother in one 
family. A 
grandfather in 
another. No 
connection, except 
that familiar phone 
call. The answer; 
Vanilla reloadable 
cards - which can 

be used to transfer 
money to a pre-paid 
credit card. There’s 



a $500 limit on each 
of these cards. 

 
Coast Guard 

Attack 

 
2/9/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

First at five... a 
judge has charged 
33 year old Matthew 
Krueger in an attack 
on the Coast Guard 
Station in Grand 
Haven. Now he 
faces up to 20 years 
in prison for his 
alleged actions on 
Sunday. 
Investigators say he 
called 9-1-1 - 
threatening to blow 
up the Grand Haven 
Coast Guard station. 
Then - smashed his 
vehicle through the 
fence of the property 
- and began 
assaulting coast 
guard members.  
He was arrested a 
short time later.  

 
Campus Sex 

Assaults 

 
2/12/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
3:10 

Grand Valley State 
University is the 
third Michigan 
school that the 
Department of 
Education is 
investigating for a 

Title 9 Violation. 
But that doesn’t 
mean other schools 
are free of sexual 
assaults. 

Before this story is 
over someone in 
America will be 
sexually assaulted. 

It happens every 
107 seconds in this 
country. On College 
campuses the crime 

is too familiar. And 
today, colleges and 
universities ARE 
REQUIRED to have 
policies about 
sexual assaults, 

programs to prevent 
them, and they must 
help victims find 
optional counseling 
and legal action.  

 
Lake Odessa Fire 

& Shooting 

 
2/18/15 

 
12:00pm 

 
2:15 

More on news we 
first brought you this 
morning in Ionia 
County...  Lake 
Odessa Police tell 



us their 
investigation into a 
shooting and house 

fire shows no threat 
to public safety and 
no indication that 
there is a suspect 
still on the loose. 
WZZM 13's Angela 
Cunningham was at 
the scene from the 
beginning and has 
the latest on the 
investigation and 

the fire. 

 
West Catholic 

Threats 

 
2/23/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:08 

A 17 year old 
student at West 
Catholic High 
School is under 
arrest after Police 
say he used social 
media to threaten 
some classmates. 
Matthew Robert 
Herrington, 17, is 
facing two charges 
of false report or 
threat of terrorism. 
WZZM 13's Phil 
Dawson has the 
latest from the 
Information Center. 
If convicted on these 
charges prosecutors 
say the 17 year old 
could serve up to 20 
years in prison  

 
Day Care 

Investigation 

 
2/26/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:15 

Shortly before noon, 
several 
investigators 

arrived at Bridges 
Daycare in 
Kentwood... to serve 
a search warrant.  
It's part of the death 
investigation 

involving 3 1/2 
month old Cooper 
Fales. On February 
19th, Cooper was 
picked up by his 
father. He was 
already covered in 
his blankets and had 
been placed in his 
car seat.  

 
Holland Crime 

Stats 

 
3/4/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:18 

They say facts don't 
lie. But that doesn't 
mean everyone 
feels the same 
about the crime 

stats, in the latest 



report from the 
Holland Department 

of Public Safety. 
Overall - the 
numbers show 
violent crimes have 

dropped, and so 
have the number of 
police calls. 

 
GRPD Body 

Cams 

 
3/10/15 

 
12:00pm 

 
1:05 

Grand Rapids 
officials this morning 
approved spending 
$624-thousand 
dollars to outfit the 
GRPD with body 
cameras. The Police 
Department also 
released a detailed 
policy on how the 
cameras will be 
used: City 
commissioners 
agreed to spend the 
money to buy 200 
body cams and a 
system to store the 
data. The money 
comes out of the 
Transformation 
Fund - the income 
tax hike approved 5 
years ago. 

 
West Catholic 

Student  

 
3/19/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:30 

A Grand Rapids 
teenager will face 
trial on charges he 
used the internet to 
threaten 
classmates. 
17 year old West 
Catholic High 
School student 
Matthew Herrington 
was in court today 
for a hearing for 
allegedly sending 
terroristic threats.  
WZZM 13's Phil 
Dawson is outside 
the courthouse with 
what was said and 
what was decided. 

 
GR City 

Commissioner 

 
3/25/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:04 

The Anti- violence 

report comes from a 
group calling itself 
SAFE - Safe 
Alliances for 
Everyone... 16 
people worked on  it 
for the past 
month...a group 
chaired by city 
commissioner 



Senita Lenear - who 
briefed City 
Commissioners on 
what they learned. 
Crime is down in 

Grand Rapids, has 
been declining for 
decades...but still, 
members say, there 
is work to do to 
prevent violence 

and improve 
relations with police 

 
Day Murder 

Prelim 

 
3/31/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:30 

Roger Music and 
Robert McCombs 
were identified as 
suspects early on. 
Steve Day visited 
their apartment on 
Wealthy Street near 
Eastown the same 
night he was killed. 
The roommates 
were convicted of 
tampering with 
evidence for 
dumping Day’s body 
along 16 Mile Road 
NE. That came after 
Day admitted to 
molesting children, 
according to 
testimony today. 
Mccombs said he 
and Musick dumped 
the victim's body 
east of Cedar 
Springs. After 
returning to Grand 
Rapids, he got rid of 
Day's backpack, 
coat and bike.   

 

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 

Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 1st quarter of 2015. 

 

 
Walker Tunnel 

 

 
1/5/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:24 

The city of Walker 
needs your help to 
fix what city leaders 
call, a hazard for 
pedestrians. Mayor 
Mark Huizenga 
wants the new year 
to start a new effort 
to fund a project to 
connect the trail by 
digging a tunnel 
under the road. The 



total cost? Two 
million dollars. 1-
point-1 million will 
be paid by M-DOT 
as long as the City 
of Walker can pick 
up the rest of the 
tab. With only 600-
thousand dollars left 
to raise, the city is in 
good shape for 
construction to 
begin in early 20-16. 

 
GR 

Development 
 

 
1/7/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:30 

 

For months, we've 
been telling you 
about new 
developments 
proposed for Grand 
Rapids near west 
side. Some 
developments will 
require city 
approval...with the 
first votes coming 
tomorrow. Another, 
at the Widdicomb 
building along 
Seward, is ready to 
roll now: The 
building is just up 
the block from 
Rockford 
construction...the 
driving force for 
most of the west 
side's recent 
development. 
Rockford has plans 
to put 100 upscale 
apartments here on 
Alababma north of 
bridge street.  

 
Forklift Metal 

Thefts  
 

 
1/16/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:24 

Michigan 

lawmakers passed 
legislation tightening 
regulations on the 
sale of non-ferrous 
metals, such as 
aluminum and 
copper. And while 
it’s helped cut down 
on trafficking of 
copper products, 
thefts of ferrous 
metal – notably iron, 

are on the rise.  
Manhole covers, 
storm sewer grates 
– even fork lifts are 
fair game. Police 
arrested William 
Darling after the 



owner of an Ottawa 
County business 

caught him in the 
act. He’s been 

linked to several 
forklift thefts in the 
area – all of them 

turned in for scrap 
metal.  

 
MIM: Green 

Glove 
 

 
1/19/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
2:06 

When it comes to 
West Michigan 
winters, wet gloves 
are inevitable.  Now 
a Made in Michigan 
company is 
reinventing how we 
can keep our 
mittens dry. This is 
the Green Glove 
Dryer and like the 
name suggests it 
can dry your gloves. 
The green glove 
dryer gets made 
here in Portage.  

 
Ritz Koney 

Closing 

 
1/29/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:32 

After ten years in 
business a popular 

hot dog restaurant 
and bar on Ionia in 
Grand Rapids is 
closing. WZZM 13 
Steve Zaagman is in 
the Information 
Center with why Ritz 
Koney is shutting its 
doors. The owners 
of Ritz Koney found 
out last week that 
Rockford 
Construction wasn't 
renewing their 
lease. Now they 
have 30 days to 
vacate the 
premises. They will 
be open till February 
23rd. The owners 
say future plans are 
up in the air. 

 
MI Gay 

Marriages 
 

 
2/4/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:15 

Governor Snyder 
says he will not 
appeal a judge's 
ruling that Michigan 
must recognize the 
same-sex marriages 
performed last 
march. WZZM 13's 
Amir Abbas spoke 
with one of the 
hundreds of couples 
married during the 
short time gay 



marriage was legal 
in Michigan.  Juliet 
and Nick....the 
couple I spoke to 
say they are 
planning a 
celebration dinner 
tonight after today's 
announcement from 
Governor Snyder.  

 
Peters in West 

Michigan 

 
2/17/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1.25 

The White House 
today opened a 
three day summit 
aimed at fighting the 
spread of violent 

extremism across 
the world. Vice 
President Biden said 
solutions must go 
beyond military 
force. That's similar 
to the message 
delivered in Grand 
Rapids today by 
democrat Gary 
Peters - Michigan's 
new U.S. Senator - 
Peter Ross had a 
chance to speak 
with him. 

 
Beer Week 

 
2/22/15 

 
6:30pm 

 
1:40 

Breaking ground last 
fall, a 54 hundred 
square foot brewery, 
restaurant and 
outdoor beirgarten 
will be opening its 
doors in Cedar 
Springs this 
summer. Joining 
dozens of new 
microbreweries 
around West 
Michigan. David 

Ringler, owner of 
Cedar Springs 
Brewery, says 
there’s never been a 
better time to return 
to the business. 

And now… its 
thriving, even 
hosting other local 
microbrews in this 
year's Grand Rapids 
Beer Week. 

 
MIM: Hops Soda 

 
2/26/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:24 

Grand Rapids has 
become known 
nationwide for its 
craft beer. Now one 
local man is hoping 
it will *also* become 
known... for its *craft 



soda*. In this made 
in Michigan report, 

WZZM 13's Brent 
Ashcroft introduces 
us to a West 
Michigan business 

that has made a 
name for itself on 
the *soda scene*. 

 
HTS. Water 

Future 

 
3/9/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:40 

The financial future 
of the Muskegon 
Heights Water 
system is 
uncertain... as 
Norton Shores and 
Fruitport Township 
start getting their 
water from the city 
of Muskegon. Just 
last week 13 On 
Your Side Showed 
you how more than 
100 residents in the 
Heights had to go 
days without water 
due to frozen pipes. 
Now there's concern 
what could happen 
next. Next month 
the new West 
Michigan Regional 
Water Authority will 
begin buying water 
from Muskegon.  
And will end a 
decades’ long 
contract to buy 
water from 
Muskegon Heights. 
To make the move 
Fruitport Township 
and Norton Shores 
sold $15-million 
dollars in bonds. 
And set thousands 
of feet of new water 
pipe, mostly last 
summer.      

 
GRPD Body 

Cams 

 
3/10/15 

 
12:00pm 

 
1:05 

Grand Rapids 
officials this morning 
approved spending 
$624-thousand 
dollars to outfit the 
GRPD with body 
cameras. The Police 
Department also 
released a detailed 
policy on how the 
cameras will be 
used: City 
commissioners 
agreed to spend the 



money to buy 200 
body cams and a 
system to store the 
data. The money 
comes out of the 
Transformation 
Fund - the income 
tax hike approved 5 
years ago. 

 
Prop 1 

 
3/19/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:30 

It's all about public 
safety - that's what 
city leaders around 
Michigan said today 
about Proposal one.      
Proposal one would 
raise Michigan’s 

sales tax a penny to 
provide a big 
funding source to 
finally fix the state's 
roads and bridges. 
The Mayors of our 
areas biggest cities 
came together in 
support of the plan - 
as Peter Ross 
reports: 

 
Tourism 

Conference 

 
3/23/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:24 

Those images and 
Tim Allen's voice.... 
Pure Michigan will 

turn ten next year 
and Michigan's new 

travel boss will 
consider if the 
commercials need 
refreshing next year. 
So West Michigan 

has Artprize in the 
fall, Laughfest in the 
spring but what 
about the summer, 
what about a big 
signature event to 
draw more visitors 
here? It could be 
coming. Travel is 
Michigan's third 

largest industry...the 
industry leaders in 
Grand Rapids this 
week are confident 
an improving 
economy will mean 

more visitors will 
come this year than 
last. 

 
Muskegon 

Roads Projects 

 
3/30/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:50 

Drivers in the city of 
Muskegon are 
already navigating 
around one major 
road project and 
another is about to 



start. WZZM 13's 
Jon Mills has the 
reason for so many 
road closed signs... 
and what officials 
say will be the 
benefit when those 
signs come down. 
MDOT will spend 
around nine-million 
dollars resurfacing 
the five and a half 
mile stretch from 
US-31 to Shoreline 
Drive. Other work 
includes some 
bridge repairs, 
modifications to 
intersections, and 
drainage 
improvements. 

 

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 

regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need. 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
The Flu & School 

 
1/4/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:01 

Spectrum Hospitals 
have implemented 
extra layers of 
protection 
because... Last year 
at the peak of flu 

season the hospital 
saw 37 patents a 
week, but this year... 
Officials are worried 
that number could 
increase once 
students return to 
school. Coughing 

and sneezing can 
spread it. But the 
best advice is... 
"If you are sick stay 
home until you are 
better before you 
send your child to 
school."  

 
Fast Food & 

Slow Kids 
 

 
1/6/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
2:45 

It's an easy way to 
feed the kids when 
you’re busy but 

there's another 
reason why you may 
want to re-think that 
run through a fast 
food driver thru. A 



new study suggest 
too much fast food 
can also affect how 
well your child does 
in school. This study 
showed that the 
more fast food a 
student ate and 
we're talking 4 to 6 
times a week, the 
slower they were in 
math, reading and 
science than 
students who didn't 
eat fast food. 

 
Abigail Simon 

Sentencing 
 

 
1/14/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:30 

First at five, 
breaking news, a 
former Catholic High 
School tutor will 
spend 8 to 25 years 
in prison.    
Moments ago... a 
judge sentenced 
Abigail Simon in 
Kent County Circuit 
Court for sexually 
assaulting one of 
her male students. 
The teen was 15 at 
the time of the 
assault... and is now 
17 years old. Prior 
to today's 
sentencing Simon, 
pleaded with the 
court to show her 
leniency. 

 
GR MLK March 

 
1/19/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:34 

Grand Rapids had 
no school this day, 
but other districts 
did. Some of those 
districts delivered 
busloads of students 
to Grand Rapids 
community college, 
where they took part 
in the 28th edition of 
the Martin Luther 
King day community 
march. The group 
Black Lives Matter - 
helped organize a 
Rosa Parks vigil 
following the 
Ferguson ruling - 
They say they're 
focused on dialog, 
education and 
action against police 
and state violence.  

    This has now 
become an 



School Threats 
 

1/20/15 6:00pm 1:13 international 
manhunt...with the 
FBI involved.               
Investigators believe 
they've tracked a 
suspect to the U-K. 
But he continues to 
make fake -and very 
disruptive - threats 
here in West 
Michigan. We've 
seen the emergency 
response outside 
local schools heard 
from those impacted 
and now we're 
learning more about 
where the fake calls 
may be coming 
from. Investigators 

believe the same 
person, believed to 
be from the United 
Kingdom was 
behind the bogus 
bomb threat at 
Allendale High 
School on Monday 
and also called in a 
fake shooting report 
at a home in 
Allendale on 
Tuesday morning. 

 
Kozminski Game  

 
2/1/15 

 
9:00am 

 
.39 

A police officer killed 
in the line of duty 
was honored this 
weekend by West 
Michigan law 
enforcement, 
firefighters and 
teachers. The 8th 
Annual Robert 
Kozminski 

Memorial Basketball 
games were held at 

Kenowa Hills High 
School last night. 
Grand Rapids Police 
Officer, Robert 
Kozminski was 

shot while 
responding to a 
domestic incident in 
2007.  

 
Great Skate 

 
2/7/15 

 
6:00am 

 
3:02 

The Grand Rapids 
Griffins are once 
again hosting their 
great skate 
Winterfest at Rosa 
Parks Circle starting 
at noon today. It 
runs consecutively 



for 34 hours. It 
benefits the Griffins 
Youth Foundation 
which helps more 
than 350 kids play 
hockey at no cost. 
The Griffins Youth 
Foundation, we’re in 
our 20th year and it 
has expanded to so 
much more than 
that. I call hockey 
our hook because 
we also have 
education 

programs, we take 
kids on college 
visits, we do some 
community service 
things, and it's just 
so much more than 
hockey at this point.  

 
Career Tech 

Budget 

 
2/10/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:36 

Governor Snyder 
has often said 
boosting career 

training and skilled 
trades development 
is his top priority. 
The Governor 
tomorrow proposes 
his new budget... 

and as WZZM 13's 
Peter Ross reports... 
he's putting his 
money where his 
mouth is: Kent 
Career Tech Center 
hopes the Snyder’s 
budget means it 

can expand its 
programs - to 
include welding... 
and to offer summer 
career camps, for 

middle schoolers. 

 
Campus Sex 

Assault 

 
2/12/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
3:10 

Grand Valley State 
University is the 
third Michigan 
school that the 
Department of 
Education is 
investigating for a 

Title 9 Violation. 
But that doesn’t 
mean other schools 
are free of sexual 
assaults. 

Over the past 
couple of weeks, I 
sat down with 
officials from GVSU, 
Hope and Aquinas 



colleges to learn 
about their efforts to 
prevent this 
horrifying issue.  

 
West Catholic 

Threats 

 
2/23/15 

 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:08 

 

A 17 year old 
student at West 
Catholic High 
School is under 
arrest after Police 
say he used social 
media to threaten 
some classmates. 
Matthew Robert 
Herrington, 17, is 
facing two charges 
of false report or 
threat of terrorism. 
WZZM 13's Phil 
Dawson has the 
latest from the 
Information Center. 
If convicted on these 
charges prosecutors 
say the 17 year old 
could serve up to 20 
years in prison 

 
Lakewood CSC 

Meeting 

 
3/3/15 

 
4:30am 

 
1:45 

Two Lakewood 
School Board 
Members are 
refusing to step 
down... after people 
found out they 
supported a 
convicted child 
molester and former 
major league 
baseball player. As 
WZZM 13's Amir 
Abbas tells us... 
Brian Potter and 
Gary Foltz say 
resigning would not 
be the right thing to 
do.  

 
Colin Wrestle 

 
3/8/15 

 
9:00am 

 
4:33 

The wresting 
season for Holland 
High school has 
ended but for one 
senior, he was lucky 
just to be on the mat 
for his final year...in 
fact he was lucky to 
even be alive at all... 
Adriana Mendez has 
more on the ordeal 
he faced and his 
story of recovery. 
And a warning to 
our viewers--you 
may find some of 
these images 
graphic. 



 
West Catholic 

Student 

 
3/19/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:30 

A Grand Rapids 
teenager will face 
trial on charges he 
used the internet to 
threaten 
classmates. 
17 year old West 
Catholic High  
School student 
Matthew Herrington 
was in court today 
for a hearing for 
allegedly sending 
terroristic threats.  
WZZM 13's Phil 
Dawson is outside 
the courthouse with 
what was said and 
what was decided. 

 
Go Orange for 

Hunger 
 

 
3/25/15 

 
12:00pm 

 
1:40 

Go Orange is all 
about spreading 
awareness of 
childhood hunger. 
One in Four kids is 
affected by hunger 
in our community, in 
West Michigan.  

We have been doing 
lots of fun things like 
Mr. Orange who has 
been making his 
way through West 
Michigan but 

through social 
media as well.  We 
are encouraging 
people to brighten 
everybody's day 
with an orange 
smile. Decorate 
bags just like we 
have right here with 
some of your kids or 
maybe your 
classroom if you are 
a teacher and 

simply just wearing 
orange on Friday. 

 
West Ottawa 
Teacher Sex 

 
3/31/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:15 

Right now... at Six... 
a developing story 
out of Ottawa 
County. WZZM 13 
has confirmed a 
West Ottawa High 
School teacher is 
under 
investigation... 
accused of having 
an inappropriate 
relationship with a 
female student. For 
now - investigators 



are being careful 
about what they 
release - because it 
is such a sensitive 
situation. But we do 
know the case 
involves, a male 
teacher and a 
female student, who 
is 16 years old. 
Detectives became 
aware of the case at 
West Ottawa High 
School on March 
2nd, after they were 
contacted by a 
concerned parent. 

 


