
 

QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

Station:   WZZM 

Location:   Grand Rapids, Michigan 

For quarter beginning: 

     

   July 1, 2015 

    

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 

station during the reporting period. 

 

 The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and 

times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues 

of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Date: September 30, 2015                

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most 

actively addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not 

necessarily in order of importance. Other community problems and needs are 

noted on support documents attached in this report. Those documents also 

reflect local programs that address these needs. 

 

1.  Community Involvement 

2.  Crime 

3.  Diversity 

4.  Economic Development 

5.  Education 

6.  Family 

7.  Government 

8.  Health 

9.  Religion 

10.  Safety 

11.  Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 

issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 

and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following 

pages. 

  

Program Name Schedule 
 (Day/Time) 

Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

   
Love Your Heart 

 
 
 

 
7/1/15 at 6:00pm 

If you're looking for the best way to add years to your 
life... then look no further than exercise.  A Harvard 
University study found that exercise is as good for your 
heart as prescription medication. Here's a look at how it 
helps to keep not just your body but your heart toned. 
Finding an exercise routine you love is the best way to 
a healthy heart. At nearly 77 years old Susan is 

realizing just how big a role exercise plays in her quality 
of life. One of the ways she gets that daily dose of 
oxygen is through this Zone class at MVP. The class 
targets different heart rate zones by raising and 
lowering them throughout the class. Fitness Manager, 
Andrea Scott says the best part is you get to track your 
progress which gives you motivation to work harder. 
That type of controlled lowering and raising of your 
heart rate is supported by cardiologists as one of the 
best ways to improve your heart health. Local 
cardiologist Dr. Thomas Boyden explains that's 
because it's not just about getting your heart rate up... 
but also lowering it. And that benefits your whole body. 

 
FFL SAVI Treatment 

 
 

 
7/13/15 at 5:00pm 

 

And when it comes to treating breast cancer there are 
new treatments being developed all the time. One of 
the newest ones is being offered at Mercy Health Saint 
Mary's. It's called "SAVI. It's a breast cancer treatment 
that can take as little as five days.  Here to tell us more 
about it is Dr. Gil Padula... Medical Director of 
Technology and Innovation at Mercy Health Lacks 
Cancer Center. The SAVI applicator delivers a form of 
accelerated partial breast radiation (APBI) known as 
breast brachytherapy, which delivers radiation from 
inside the breast. This allows physicians to precisely 
deliver treatment to the tumor cavity and surrounding 
tissue, and offers two key advantages: it spares healthy 
tissue from unnecessary radiation and reduces 
treatment time from 4-6 weeks to just 5 days. 

 
Benefits of Lemon 

Water 

 
7/16/15 at 5:00pm 

There are plenty of health tips out there. Many times 
you have to weed through them to see if there's really 
any benefit. But there is one that truly is good for you. 
We're talking about the benefits of Lemon Water.   And 
I'm joined by Kelly Hassberger, a Naturopathic Doctor 
and owner of Grand Rapids Natural Health. This is one 
of my favorite health trends. But I've heard two different 
ways to drink it hot, or cold. What are the benefits? 
There are many health benefits, from helping your 
immune system to offering an antioxidant boost, lemons 



are very high in bioflavonoids that destroy harmful free 
radicals that damage blood vessels and cause 
inflammation. How much lemon do you need? The 
amount of lemon depends on how much you can 
tolerate. Try starting with the juice of ¼ to ½ of a lemon, 
and filling the rest of the glass with warm water. Thank 
so much Kelly for joining us and giving a little more 
perspective on why lemon water is so good for you.  

 
Play Like a Lion 

 
 
 
 

 
7/20/15 at 5:00pm 

We're in the middle of summer and if you're already 
starting to hear "I'm bored" from your kids... here's an 
idea that just might get them a little "wild". Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan and the Detroit Lions have 
teamed up to tackle childhood obesity with the ~ 
#MIKidsCan Play like a Lion Challenge~ It's part of the 
Lions “Play 60” campaign that encourages kids to get 

60 minutes of physical activity each day. Joining me 
now is Jason Loepp from Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan and Hannah Glanville from Ludington who is a 
#MIKidsCan Ambassador. Jason tell us about the 
#MIKidsCan Play like a Lion Challenge, and how kids 
can participate? As part of Blue Cross’s ongoing 
#MIKidsCan initiative, kids across the state can pledge 
to complete four, weekly health activities during July, 
with the permission of their parents/guardians. Upon 
completion of the challenge, 10 grand prize winners will 
be selected to participate in a VIP experience, along 
with a friend, which includes on-field activities and a 
player meet and greet at the Lions’ Aug. 13 game at 
Ford Field. One winner will be randomly selected each 
week from photo submissions using the hashtags 
#MIKidsCan and #Contest. Parents can get more 
information on the challenge and register their kids to 
participate at AHealthierMichigan.org/mikidscan. One 
winner will be randomly selected each week from photo 
submissions using the hashtags #MIKidsCan and 
#Contest. And there is more information on how to get 
your kids to "Play like a Lion" on wzzm13.com. 

 
Dynavision 

 
 

 
7/21/15 at 5:00pm 

For Professional Athletes.... it's not seconds that 
count... but fractions of a second that can make the 
difference between average and elite. And athletes 
have discovered the key to shaving off those fractions... 
is all in your head. Enter Dynavision... for 25 years pro 
athletes have been using this tool improve hand eye 
coordination. Testing reaction times then upping the 
game to make them faster. The technique caught the 
eye of Grand Rapids occupational therapist, Jennifer 
Fortuna. She even trialed with special needs students 
in the Grand Rapids Public Schools which caught the 
attention of school districts and pediatric rehab centers 

across the U.S. Jennifer believes Dynavision is a great 
learning tool because research shows that 60% 
children who have special needs are visual learners... 
but the irony is that almost 80% of them have trouble 
focusing visually. Here's how it works. The board has a 
series of lights that light up and move forcing Jennifer's 
son Tag to focus on hitting them. The fun part is that at 
the end he'll get a score... and every time he goes to 
therapy... he wants to improve that score. And as Tag's 
occupational therapist Jennifer gets a full report on 
what Tag's strengths and weaknesses are so she can 
decide how to plan his next therapy session. Giving 



students like Tag an opportunity to compete to their 
fullest potential... in the biggest game of all life. 

 
Med Adverse Effects 

 
 
 

 
8/4/15 at 5:00pm 

Here's something you just might find a little concerning. 
There is new evidence that drug manufacturers delayed 
reporting serious adverse events to the F-D-A ... some 
of them for years.... according to a new study. 13 is on 
your side with a look at what was recently uncovered. 
University of Minnesota's Dr. Paul Ma, co-authored the 
study on drug manufacturers and their reporting 
practices. They found some drug companies were not 
only late in reporting side effects but severe events, like 
death, took the longest to report. "We knew from 
anecdotes we knew there were some potential issues 
regarding whether they withheld information or not. Ma, 
along with professors from the U's School of Public 
Health and Stanford  found that companies..delayed 
reporting serious adverse events to the FDA. By law, 
manufacturers must report problems to the FDA within 
15 days. "We find that 10 percent of the 1.6 million 
reports, are take more than 15 days to reach." 
The study found--the more severe the event--like death 
for example--the longer it took to report. 
 We show that a significant fraction of those delayed 
reports are actually more than six months, sometimes 
up to several years. Ma says the reasons behind the 
holdup need to be studied more...but he has two 
theories. "They are reluctant to share that information 
because that might force the FDA to take action that 
might…to them the worst case would be to withdraw the 
drug…..to us might be the right thing to do. Maybe they 
need to be more careful about…before they send this to 

the FDA to check for themselves this is really true." 

 
Muskegon Health 

West 
 
 
 

 
8/10/15 at 5:00pm 

Being healthy applies to everyone... of every age and 
every ability. One organization in Muskegon is 
committed to making that happen. "Health West" offers 
specialized health services for people with behavioral 
health challenges. Executive Director Julia Rupp is here 
to talk about the Health, Wealth, and recovery picnic 
that's coming up and it's going to focus on "recovery". 
Explain why that's important. Most people have a good 
idea of what HEALTH and WELLNESS mean; we want 
to focus on RECOVERY.  This means that individuals 
living with mental illness can and do get better. Stigma 
is one of the biggest reasons that people don’t seek 
help so we are working to build awareness about 
mental health and that getting help for a mental or 
emotional condition is the same and just as important 
as getting help for a physical health condition like 
diabetes or cancer. 1 in 4 people will experience a 
mental health condition in a given year.  Suicide rates in 
Michigan are on the rise and the rate of suicide in 
Muskegon is very high. Health West is working hard to 
accomplish the goal of being a Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Center. 

 
Hypnotized to Work 

Out 

 
8/13/15 at 5:00pm 

The new way to motivate yourself to work out -- 
hypnosis. But can you really be hypnotized to exercise. 
We’ve seen it in the movies. To get you doing what you 
don’t want to do. Hypnosis is used for all kinds of things 
but to jump start your workout? Turns out lots of people 
including Hollywood actress, Olivia Munn sweat by 
hypnosis as the key to their motivation, she even 
posted her kick butt workout videos on her Instagram. 



Hypnotist, Elena Beloff says she’s changed many lives 

through Hypnosis, right now trying to help 21 year old, 
Maggie Caputi to reach her goal of running a half 
marathon. One of her clients, 42 year old Kevin 
Johnson says he went from chain smoking to pumping 
iron. Now 15 pounds lighter, Kevin feels great. Believe 
it or not, even the American Psychiatric Association 
gives hypnosis a thumbs up but some are quick to 
caution it’s not a magic pill. Beloff acknowledges that 
real workout results come from discipline and hard work 
but says hypnosis may help you get there. Here's why 
hypnosis works so well for weight loss. It's much better 
when we feel we want to eat healthy rather than just 
think that we should. When used well... hypnosis will 
help people naturally feel like making the right choices.  
If you think this is something you'd like to try... there are 
several places that provide hypnotherapy right here in 
West Michigan. 

 
Melanoma Dangers 

 
8/20/15 at 5:00pm 

It was with a positive and upbeat attitude that former 
President Jimmy Carter announced today doctors had 
found cancer in his brain. The 90-year-old also had his 
first treatment this afternoon in Atlanta. The spots on 
his brain are melanoma... which is the most serious 
form of skin cancer. But in President Carter's case, 
there was no indication on his skin that he had the 
cancer. Doctor Diana Castanon is a dermatologist with 
Forefront Dermatology. She joins us to put some 
perspective on the former President's diagnosis, and 
the treatment he faces. First, why did doctors not find 
the melanoma until they found it in his liver? Melanoma 
can spread to almost anywhere in the body but the 
most common places for it to spread are the Lungs, 
Liver, Bones, Brain, abdomen and Lymph nodes. 
Melanoma may cause symptoms depending on where 
in the body it has spread to. But you are also likely to 
have aches and pains and off days in the same way as 
anyone else. So if you get aches or pains, they may not 
always be due to the melanoma. Former President 
Carter is 90. Would treatment be different because of 
his age compared to someone younger? Treatment 
doesn't really change based on age. How they handle it 
depends on how physically healthy they are. There are 
older patients who come through treatment well 
because they have kept their bodies healthy. 
Researchers are working on more targeted 
treatments... which are based on the genetic mutations 
inside a specific person's body, and since 2011, six new 
drugs have been FDA approved for the treatment of 
melanoma, including three immunotherapies and three 
targeted therapies. 

 
Immunization Opt 

Out 

 
8/24/15 at 5:00pm 

Earlier we talked about the importance of vaccinating 
your child. But it is still a parents right not to vaccinate.  
If you are choosing to opt out there is a new state law in 
effect that you need to know about. Here to talk with us 
about it is Mary Wisinski... the Immunization Program 
Supervisor at the Kent County Health Department. This 
year parents are required to do a little more if they want 
to opt out of vaccinations under the "non-medical 
exemption" waiver. We're getting close to school 
starting how much time does a parent need to get this 
waiver submitted? Mary Wisinski - It is our responsibility 
to ensure that parents/guardians have an opportunity to 



have their questions answered, discuss concerns, and 
be offered scientific-based education on the benefits of 
vaccination and the risks of disease before signing a 
waiver.  

 
Abdominal 
Anuerysms 

 
9/1/15 at 5:00pm 

When it comes to LOVING YOUR HEART you need to 
pay attention to the veins and arteries that carry blood 
throughout your body. And sometimes that means 
visiting a vascular surgeon. Joining me now is Dr. 
Joshua Greenberg a Vascular and Endovascular 
Surgeon with Mercy Health Partners. What is a 
Vascular Surgeon? What is an Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm or AAA for short? How would you know if 
you have a AAA? What treatment options are available 
for people with AAA and at risk of aneurysm death? 
Open surgery is still widespread, but now only occurs in 
about 30% of cases at most nationally. That number 
would be about 10% in my practice. I perform routine 
EVAR using an incision-less technique. In 2012, FDA-
approved fenestrated grafts became available to a 
handful of U.S. surgeons for more complex aneurysms. 
These allow us to treat more complex aneurysms with 
stents incorporating small holes to allow blood to flow to 
critical branches. On the horizon institutions such as 
our own are pursuing research opportunities for stents 
that can treat more of the aorta, and ultimately the 
entire vessel. This is the most exciting effort on the 
horizon. Thanks so much for joining us Dr. Greenberg... 
exciting to know that this cutting edge procedure is 
available right here in West Michigan. 

 
New Blood Pressure 

Study 

 
9/11/15 at 5:00pm 

Today the federal government halted a study on blood 
pressure because the findings were so concerning they 
wanted get this piece of information to you. Americans 
should try to get their blood pressure *LOWER* than 

the current guidelines. Instead of 140 being considered 
normal, they now suggest the new number be 120. 
That's according to researchers who claim this is 
potentially life-saving information. The findings of a new 
study looking at high blood pressure were so 
convincing, the researchers decided to end the study 
more than a year early. Federal health officials say the 
results showed Americans should try to keep their 
systolic blood pressure below 120, lower than the 
current guidelines of 140 or 150 for people older than 
60. The study tested more than 9-thousand men & 
women, ages 50 & older. It concluded keeping systolic 
pressure or the top number under 120 reduced the risk 
of heart attack or stroke by almost a third. The risk of 
death was also cut by nearly 25%. But experts say the 
results are extremely preliminary. Concerned over the 
possible side effects from drugs, keeping the number 
that low, some health officials say they will proceed with 
caution. 

 
Parkinson’s 
Medication 

 
9/15/15 at 5:00pm 

Parkinson's disease affects nearly 3,000 people in the 
Greater Grand Rapids Area... and those are just the 
patients who have been diagnosed. There are no doubt 
more who have the early symptoms and may not even 
know it. Grand Rapids is home to some of the best 
research and treatment when it comes to this 
debilitating disease. Joining me to talk about a new 
treatment that is showing signs of success is Dr. 
Barbara Pickut, the medical director for Mercy Health 
Hauenstein Neurosciences Center. Dr. Pickut first let's 



explain Parkinson's Disease and how it affects a 
patient. There's a new treatment that is now being 
offered at the Hauenstein Center that you are very 
excited about. What is it? You are very familiar with this 
treatment because you led the clinical trials for it in 
Europe for nearly 10 years. Is every Parkinson's patient 
a candidate for this treatment? Dr. Pickut: The cause 

of the disease is unknown, and although there is 
presently no cure, there are treatment options such as 
medication and surgery to manage the symptoms. 

 
What’s in Your Gut 

 
9/23/15 At 5:00pm 

It’s not something most people want to think about, 

trillions of bacteria, living in your stomach. Believe it or 
not, these tiny bugs tell you a lot about your health. 
When gut bacteria is disrupted it can cause disease. 
Some medications, antibiotics, hospital stays and 
alcohol can negatively alter gut bacteria. Stress also 
causes the bacteria to shift in a negative way. Disrupted 
gut microbes have been associated with Crohn’s 

Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Heart Disease, Autism, 
Allergies and even obesity. Gail Cresci is a researcher 
at Cleveland Clinics and studies these tiny intestinal 
inhabitants. 

 

 

Issue-Responsive Programming 

Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, Lauren Stanton. 

Lauren tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & give a full report 
to our viewers. This airs every other Thursday at 6pm. Here are some of our stories. 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Mosquito Bands 

 

 
7/9/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:40 

 

If you've spent time 
outside this 
summer, you can't 
miss what's been a 
nasty mosquito 
season in West 
Michigan. But many, 
myself included, 
hate to put on sticky, 
smelly mosquito 
spray. Well there's 
an alternative in the 
form of insect 
repelling bracelets. 
Lauren Stanton puts 
the "super bands" to 
the test, in this 
week's Try It Before 
You Buy It. 

 
Spike Ball 

 

 
8/6/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:10 

There is a new 
backyard beach 
game starting to 
gain popularity. 
Spike Ball is a new 



portable game that 
definitely requires 
some coordination.  
WZZM 13's Lauren 
Stanton gives it a 
shot... in tonight's 
Try it before you 
Buy it.  

 
Ball Claw 

 
9/3/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:58 

This time of year is 
a great time to throw 
around the football 
or play basketball 
outside... but where 
do you store them 
all? There's a 
product that can 
keep all of these 
balls neat "and" 
within reach... or 
even display them 
for everyone to see. 
Tonight "13 Is On 
Your Side"... 
checking out the 
Ball Claw. Lauren 
Stanton has more in 
this week's Try it 
Before you Buy it. 

 
3 Doodler Pen 

 

 
9/24/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:20 

We are 
broadcasting from 
ArtPrize 7 for the 
next 18 days... and 
tonight's Try It 
Before You Buy It is 
'Art focused.' It 
claims to be the 
world’s first 3-D Pen 

and online videos 
made it look 
promising. But does 
it really work?   
WZZM 13's Lauren 
Stanton is on Your 
Side to try it before 
you buy it. 

 

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 

we have covered:  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Fireworks 
Aftermath 

 

 
7/6/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:15 

Parts of West 
Michigan seemed 
like a war zone over 
the weekend. 
People set off 4th of 
July fireworks late 
into the night. The 



Ottawa County 
Sheriff's Department 
took 50 complaint 
calls... and in one 
case a man was 
seriously hurt. Of 
course, you never 
want to see anyone 
get hurt by 
fireworks... But most 
of the calls dealt 
with things like loud 
noise. And in some 
cases, it led to 
confusion about the 
law.    

 
Portland 
Swatting 

 

 
7/13/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

First at five, cities in 
Kent, Ottawa and 
Muskegon Counties 
have dealt with it... 
now an Ionia County 
Township has 
become the target of 
swatting. Sunday... 
officers from several 
agencies rushed to 
a home in Danby 
Township on a call 
about a triple 
murder. WZZM 13's 
Sarah Sell listened 
to the 9-1-1 call and 
talked with the 
family who lives in 
the home. Imagine 
driving by your 
daughter’s house 

and police tell you 
they're investigating 
a possible murder.  
That's what 
happened over the 
weekend. Someone 
called 9-11 and said 
he murdered three 
people in the home, 
and was holding 
another person, 
hostage. 

 
Newaygo Bank 

Robbery 
 

 
7/20/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:49 

Police now know for 
sure, 9 bank 
robberies in three 
states were 
committed by the 
same man. A man, 
who was shot and 
killed in a shootout 
that also killed a 
Wisconsin state 
trooper. The 
shootout occured 
this past March - but 



the bank robberies 
began in Michigan 
four years ago.     
One of the robberies 
was in Newaygo 
county. Police have 
finally put all the 
pieces together - 
and they prove a 
Michigan man was 
responsible for nine 
robberies, and three 
deaths, including his 
own. 

 
Securing 

Muskegon 
Heights 

 
7/27/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:40 

High Crime and 
poverty. 
Unfortunately, it's 
something 
Muskegon Heights 
is known for... but 
an effort is 
underway right now 
to change that. 
Michigan state 
police are meeting 
at this hour with 
community leaders 
about making it a 
'secure city.' The 
Governor has 
named Muskegon 
Heights a "secure 
city." Tonight a 
group of invited 
community 
stakeholders will be 
meeting with 
Muskegon Height’s 

police and State 
Police to talk about 
the expanded 
partnership. The 
"secure city" 
program started a 
few years ago in 
four city’s on the 

east side of the 
state. The program 
helped reduce 
violent crimes in 
those communities.  

 
Simon Trial 

Request 

 
8/3/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:45 

The attorneys for 
former Grand 
Rapids Catholic 
Central tutor Abigail 
Simon are still 
fighting to get her 
exonerated. They 
and the victim's 
family were in court 
today. There was a 
lot of legal-talk 



between the 
attorney for Abigail 
Simon and the 
assistant 
prosecutor, but 
basically, the 
defense wants a 
new trial for Simon. 
Simon's new 
attorney says the 
judge’s instructions 
misled the jury. 

 
Swindler 

Sentencing 

 
8/13/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

A West Michigan 
travel agent... who 
once appeared on 
the reality show 
"The Bachelor" will 
get probation for 
taking thousands of 
dollars from an 
elderly woman. Mike 
Malaney was a 
trusted travel agent, 
who also had a 
criminal past. Late 
last year, he was 
supposed to book a 
trip for a Grand 
Rapids couple who 
were celebrating 
their 65th wedding 
anniversary. 
Malaney was 
sentenced to 
probation, and 
ordered to pay  
25-thousand dollars.  
Connie's still not 
sure he learned his 
lesson. 

 
Priest Removed 

Victim 

 
8/14/15 

 
11:00pm 

 
1:14 

Father Charles 
Antekeier was 
assigned to several 
West Michigan 
Catholic Churches 
during his career, it 
was during his time 
at St. James Parish 
in the 1970’s that a 
GR man says the 
priest molested his 
son, an altar boy. 
His father says the 
assault changed 

the little boy. When 
he reached puberty, 
his dad says Father 
Antekeier stopped 
molesting his son 
but he says the 
damage was done. 
By 14, he says the 



boy was an 
alcoholic, he was 
violent, committed 
crimes, spent time 

in prison. It wasn’t 
until he was in his 
40’s, finally sober, 
he told his father. 

 
Muskegon Jail 
Open House 

 

 
8/18/15 

 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:00 

Muskegon County 
taxpayers can go to 
jail this Saturday 
that is if they want 
to. The county is 
offering tours of the 
new jail, which 
inmates will move 
into soon. WZZM 
13's Jon Mills has 
more on the event 
and another big 
change just 
completed at the 
county building. 

 
Child Porn 

Charges 

 
8/18/15 

 
11:00pm 

 
1:30 

Investigators say 
there are 45 victims 
linked to the man, 
including a West 
Michigan girl from 
Crockery township. 
25-year-old, 
Matthew Walker 
faces several felony 
charges, including 
extortion, as well as 
production, receipt 
and possession of 
child pornography. 
Investigators say 
Walker would 
pretend to be a 
teenaged girl on the 
messaging app "kik" 
to meet other young 
girls and would then 
get them to send 
compromising 
pictures.  

 
Muskegon Hit & 

Run 
 

 
8/27/15 

 
5:00pm  

 
1:35 

First at five, nearly 
three weeks after 
Susan Cummings 
was hit and killed by 
a pickup truck... 
prosecutors in 
Muskegon County 
say they have the 
driver in custody. 
This is that driver... 
Ronnie Claflin of 
Muskegon County. 
He is now in jail... 
waiting for a judge 
to charge him. 



Cummings... who 
lived in Lake Orion... 
had come to West 
Michigan for a 146-
mile charity bike 
ride, just north of 
Montague.  

 
Lawhorn Trial 

Day 2 

 
9/2/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:20 

First at five, the 
mother of the 
youngest person 
charged with murder 
in Kent County... 
told a jury she would 
spank her son... but 
never left a mark. 
Anita Lawhorn took 
the stand today. Her 
son, 13 year old 
Jamarion Lawhorn 
is on trial for the 
murder of nine-year-
old Connor 
Verkerke. Lawhorn 
was 12 at the time.    

 
Orchard Hill 

Standoff 
 

 
9/7/15 

 
6:00am 

 
1:45 

Topping your news 
this half hour, a 
Grand Rapids man 
is in the Kent 
County jail this 
morning awaiting 
arraignment. This 
comes after he 
allegedly fired 
multiple gun shots 
inside the home 
where he was living 
yesterday evening 
around 7. The 61-
year old gunman is 
awaiting 
arraignment this 
morning, after he 
allegedly fired three 
to four shots last 
night inside the 
home where he and 
his brother were 
living. 

 
Holland 

Kidnapper 
Arrest 

 
9/21/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

First at five, the 
manhunt for a 
violent fugitive in 
Holland is over. The 
F-B-I says agents 
arrested the suspect 
Sunday, after he 
kidnapped a woman 
from "Lansing, 
Illinois" and took her 
car to Indiana where 
she was able to get 
away. Investigators 
say he then drove to 



Holland and 
abandoned the car 
at an apartment 
complex.  

 
GRPD Bike Rules 

 
9/24/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:30 

Grand Rapids 
drivers, get ready to 
move over for 
bicyclists...more 
than ever before. 
This week the city 
council passed the 
first law of its kind in 
Michigan, requiring 
drivers to give 
bicyclists at least 
five feet of space, 
when passing them. 
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad is live in 
downtown Grand 
Rapids with more on 
how both sides will 
now be sharing the 
road. 

 

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 

Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 3rd quarter of 2015. 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Snyder Disaster 

Declaration 
 

 
7/6/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:10 

Governor Snyder 
has declared a state 
of disaster for Ionia 
County. It comes 
two weeks... after a 
tornado swept 
through the city of 
Portland... causing 
extensive damage. 
Today's declaration 
makes state 
resources available 
for recovery efforts 
in the city, as well as 
in Orange and 
Portland townships.   
Additionally, 
Governor Snyder 
opened the Disaster 
and Emergency 
Contingency Fund 
to affected local 
governments in 
Ionia County. That 
means communities 
can apply for grants 
to cover eligible 



costs of up to 100-
thousand dollars. 

 
Prevailing Wage 

 

 
7/8/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:30 

Michigan labor 
unions lost the battle 
over right to work. 
Now, they're facing 
another challenge, 
funded by some of 
the same 
opponents. New 
spending records 
show The DeVos 
family's Michigan 
Freedom Fund is 
the biggest spender 
on efforts to repeal 
Michigan's 
prevailing wage law, 
a law in full use 
during this summer 
construction season: 
School's out for the 
summer in Spring 
Lake...but the 
district is busy, 
building and 
remodeling its 
school buildings. 
Prevailing wage 
requires union level 
pay and benefits for 
workers involved 
with publicly funded 
construction 
projects, like 
schools. 
Republicans in 
Lansing say, that 
law, rips off 
Michigan taxpayers. 

 
Ottawa Co. 

Unemployment 
 

 
7/14/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:55 

Ottawa County's 
lowest 
unemployment rate 
in a decade... is 
leading to new 
challenges for local 
employee. 
According to a new 
report by the 
economic 
development 
organization, 
"Lakeshore 
Advantage," many 
companies are 
having trouble filling 
open positions. Alex 
Shabad: I’m here at 

OMT Veyhl, which is 
among the 76% of 
local companies 
having trouble 



finding enough new 
workers. 

 
Plainfield 

Supervisor 
 

 
7/20/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:15 

Financial troubles 
continue for the top 
elected official in 
Plainfield Township. 
A judge ordered 
Supervisor, Jay 
Spencer to pay 
more than a half 
million dollars to a 
Grandville man, who 
gave Spencer his 
pension money for a 
real estate 
investment. That 
judgement comes 
two years after 
Spencer filed for 
bankruptcy. Jay 
Spencer was 
elected supervisor in 
2012. Aside from his 
elected position, he 
helped run 
Mackinac Realty 
and Advisory 
Services  

 
Muskegon Port 

Meeting 

 
7/23/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
2:20 

From wind turbines 
to agriculture 
products... 
economic leaders in 
Muskegon County 
hope someday to 
see a variety of 
cargo shipped to 
and from their 
community by water. 
WZZM's Jon Mills 
has more on how an 
event in Muskegon 
today may bring the 
community one step 
closer to again 
becoming a working 
port community.    

 
GR Mayoral 

Primary 

 
8/3/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:20 

From fiscal cliff... to 
fluoride, grand 
rapids mayoral 
candidates have 
differing ideas about 
the city's top 
problems. The 
election is tomorrow.   
Tonight "13 is On 
Your Side" ... talking 
to the candidates 
seeking to govern 
Grand Rapids. 
WZZM 13's Peter 
Ross has more from 
the Information 



Center. The mayor's 
office is non-
partisan - not 
republican or 
democrat. It is a part 
time post and one 
that will have 
someone new in 
place next year: 

 
Craft Company 

Expansion 

 
8/6/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

A major local 
distributor is looking 
to grow even larger, 
adding 550 jobs in 
the next month.   
Notions right now 
has just over 800 
employees so 
adding 550 positions 
is a major move but 
Notions specializes 
in distributing 
creative arts 
products, the 
supplies and items 
you use for arts and 
crafts from major 
retailers. Based in 
Grand Rapids, 
family owned for 
more than 75 years, 
Notions has already 
added 250 jobs this 
year. They are 
adding 100 full time 
jobs, 50 permanent 
part time to go along 
with another 400 
seasonal jobs. 

 
MI House 
Scandal 

 
8/7/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

First at five, two 
Michigan lawmakers 
face a state 
investigation and 
one of them is from 
here in W. Michigan. 
The state speaker of 
the house called for 
the action in 
response to a report 
released today in 
the Detroit News. 
Representatives 
Todd Courser of 
Lapeer and Cindy 
Gamrat from W. 
Michigan are 
accused of using 
their offices and 
staff to cover up 
their relationship. 
They represent the 
80th and 82nd 
house districts. A 



West Michigan 
Lawmaker, who won 
her campaign on 
family values and 
strong leadership, 
caught up in a sex 
scandal with a 
lawmaker from the 
east side of the 
state. 

 
MIM: Stained 

Glass 

 
8/14/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:40 

In this rural setting. 
The artists at 
Omnibus Studios, 
find inspiration to 
make windows that 
can transform any 
space. The 
business started 

40-years ago. And 
Richard Hanley says 
he still loves the 
career he choose. 
From Hanley's shop 
functional works of 
art go all around 
Michigan Indiana, 

and Illinois. 
"Omnibus Studios, 
Made in Michigan." 

 
Medc Cuts 

 
8/17/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:05 

Job cuts are coming 
to the state agency 
that focuses on 
economic growth in 
Michigan. And that 
agency says a West 
Michigan casino is 
partly to blame for 
those cuts. The 
Michigan Economic 
Development 
Corporation 
receives 60 million 
dollars each year 
from American 
Indian Casinos. But 
the Gun Lake casino 
in Wayland 
Township did not 
make a seven 
million dollar 
payment in June. 
Late this afternoon... 
we learned why.  

 
GR Protesting 
Panhandlers 

 
8/20/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

It has been a topic 
for debate around 
Grand Rapids: 
inside the city, 
panhandling at 
street corners is 
allowed. But some 
people still don't 
want it and today a 



group took to the 
streets to protest the 
begging for money 
right next to 
panhandlers. Earlier 
today we spoke to a 
protester and a 
panhandler about 
public begging and 
Eric Lloyd joins us in 
the information 
center with more. 

 
Expert Analysis 

 
8/24/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
2:15 

For more on this 
wild day for the 
stock market... we 
welcome David 
Rasch, the 
President of Harvest 
Wealth advisors in 
Grand Rapids. The 
Dow was down 
nearly 11-hundred 
points this 
morning... got 
almost all of it 
back... before 
ending the day 
down almost 600 
how do you explain 
such volatility? The 
Fed increasing 
interest rates, first 
time since 2006 and 
China slowdown 
leading to a 
potential global 
recession.    

 
Spring Lake 

Changes 

 
9/2/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:25 

Two local 
governments... 
sharing one 
building. It's an 
unusual step meant 
to save taxpayers 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
dollars. Today - 
we're getting an 
inside look at how 
Spring Lake 
Township recently 
moved its offices 
across the street... 
to share a roof with 
the Village of Spring 
Lake. And as WZZM 
13's Alex Shabad 
tells us... the two 
governments 
received a 150-
thousand dollar 
grant to help them 



become more 
efficient. 

 
MIM: Hard Cider 

 
9/3/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:00 

Football is "not" the 
only sign fall is on its 
way. Cider Mills are 
starting to get busy 
making seasonal 
treats. Tonight 
WZZM 13's Steve 
Zaagman takes us 
to one location... 
where a favorite 
product is now being 
shipped to locations 
throughout the 
Midwest and it's all 
grown and "Made in 
Michigan". "We are 
Vandermill and we 
are proud to be 
made in Michigan." 
Right now cider 
makes up only .5% 
of the beverage 
market but it is 
growing by leaps 
and bounds even 
here at Vandermill in 
Spring Lake. 

 
MIM: Fulton 

Market 

 
9/6/15 

 
7:00am 

 
1:50 

Apples across 
Michigan are being 
picked and shipped, 
but if you want to 
avoid the middle 
man and buy the 
freshest apples from 
the source, then you 
should consider a 
trip to your local 
farmers market.  
WZZM 13 Steve 
Zaagman visited the 
Fulton Street Market 
to take a bite out of 
the Made in 
Michigan, fruit. 

 
Scenic Turnouts 

 
9/17/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:45 

The problem is, 
there is no money in 
the state budget 
dedicated to the 
roadside parks. But 
during a site survey 
of three parks just 
north of Grand 
Rapids.... WZZM 
13's Jon Mills found 
travelers surprisingly 
impressed with 
conditions there. 
And even though 
90% of MDOT's 
roadside parks and 



scenic turn-outs are 
in need of 
maintenance, David 
Parker says this is 
one of the good 
ones. Money for 
maintenance at 
roadside parks and 
scenic turnouts 
comes from MDOT's 
annual budget. That 
means park projects 
compete with other 
road repairs. And 
there's no dedicated 
annual funds to 
keep parks like this 
in tip top shape.  

 
Huizenga: 

Migrant Crisis 

 
9/21/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
.55 & .45 

We now know the 
U-S government will 
increase the number 
of refugees 
accepted each year 
by 30-thousand over 
the next two years. 
The belief is most of 
the refugees will 
come in from war-
torn Syria. David 
Bailey: Right now 
refugees are capped 
at seventy-thousand 
but that will go up to 
one-hundred-
thousand by 20-17. 
But some of our 
representatives 
have some deep 
concerns about the 
vetting process that 
will happen to make 
sure the people who 
are allowed in from 
Syria are not going 
to cause trouble. 
Interestingly today 
as this topic 
becomes an issue... 
Representative Bill 
Huizenga was part 
of a naturalization 
ceremony in 
Kentwood as eighty 
people became new 
United States 
citizens. 

 

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 

regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.  



 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Prevailing Wage 

 

 
7/8/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:30 

Michigan labor 
unions lost the battle 
over right to work. 
Now, they're facing 
another challenge, 
funded by some of 
the same 
opponents. New 
spending records 
show The DeVos 
family's Michigan 
Freedom Fund is 
the biggest spender 
on efforts to repeal 
Michigan's 
prevailing wage law, 
a law in full use 
during this summer 
construction season: 
School's out for the 
summer in Spring 
Lake but the district 
is busy, building and 
remodeling its 
school buildings.  

 
GVSU Tuition 

Hike 
 

 
7/10/15 

 
11pm 

 
.30 

Grand Valley State 
University is 
increasing their 
tuition by 163-
dollars per 
semester. The 
school's board of 
trustees approved 
the schools 2016 
budget today. The 
budget also includes 
two-million dollars 
more that will be 
used for 
scholarships or 
grants. Including the 
increase, Grand 
Valley's tuition is still 
in the bottom half of 
all Michigan 
universities. It costs 
11-thousand 78 
dollars for a full-time 
undergraduate 
student from 
Michigan to attend 
per year. 

 
Rockford Kids 

 
7/11/15 

 
6:00am 

 
1:18 

Triathlons aren't just 
for adults... the 
Grand Rapids area 
also has one for 
children. The 11th 



annual "Kids 
Triathlon" is today, 
at North Rockford 
Middle School.  

Joining me now is 
Lt. Kevin Sweeney, 
the organizer with 
more on today's 
event. Thanks for 
being here. Tri's are 
an awesome 
challenge... now 
you've created an 
event to cater to the 
younger crowd! 
There are events for 
kids up to 17 years 
old. 

 
Charity Fashion 

Show 
 

 
7/18/15 

 
7:00am 

 
1:23 

It's a glamorous 
event that benefits 
an important cause. 
The City A La Mode 
Charity Fashion 
Show is tomorrow 
night at the Cultural 
Center on East 
Paris in Grand 
Rapids. All proceeds 
benefit Kids' Food 
Basket. Kids’ Food 

Basket (KFB) is a 
nonprofit 
organization 
attacking childhood 
hunger to help 
young people learn 
and live well. KFB 
began over ten 
years ago by 
serving 125 kids 
each school day 

through our Sack 
Supper program and 
now serves over 
6,000 kids each 
weekday in greater 
Grand Rapids and 
Muskegon.  

 
Dynavision 

 
7/21/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:40 

Enter Dynavision... 
for 25 years pro 
athletes have been 
using this tool to 
improve hand eye 
coordination. 
Testing reaction 
times then upping 
the game to make 
them faster. The 
technique caught 
the eye of Grand 
Rapids occupational 
therapist, Jennifer 



Fortuna. She even 
trialed with special 
needs students in 
the Grand Rapids 
Public Schools 

which caught the 
attention of school 

districts and 
pediatric rehab 
centers across the 
U.S. Jennifer 
believes Dynavision 
is a great learning 
tool because 
research shows that 
60% children who 
have special needs 
are visual learners... 
but the irony is that 
almost 80% of them 
have trouble 
focusing visually. 

 
Simon Trial 

Request 

 
8/3/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:45 

The attorneys for 
former Grand 
Rapids Catholic 
Central tutor Abigail 
Simon are still 
fighting to get her 
exonerated. They 
and the victim's 
family were in court 
today. There was a 
lot of legal-talk 
between the 
attorney for Abigail 
Simon and the 
assistant 
prosecutor, but 
basically, the 
defense wants a 
new trial for Simon. 
Simon's new 
attorney says the 
judge’s instructions 
misled the jury. 

 
First Day of 

School 

 
8/4/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
.25 & .20 

The school year has 
begun... at least for 
"some" students in 
West Michigan.   
Districts that use a 
year-round 
academic calendar, 
opened for classes 
today. That included 
Emmons Lake 
Elementary in 
Caledonia. It is the 
only school in that 
district to use a 
year-round 
calendar. Summer 
break for students 



there only lasted six 
weeks... and school 
administrators say 
less time on 
vacation helps the 
children retain what 
they learned.  

 
First Day of 

Practice 

 
8/10/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:50 

Finally at five... for 
many students the 
first day of school 
comes after labor 
day. But for high 
school football 
players... practice 
begins today. 
WZZM 13 Steve 
Zaagman went to 
the football fields to 
see what's new this 
year at training 
camp. Every year 
the Michigan High 
School Athletic 
Association puts 
some new rules in 
place and this year 
every Varsity coach 
has to be CPR 
certified. THE 
MHSAA also wants 
to be better monitor 
head injuries. Also 
new this year is a 
concussion care gap 
insurance that the 
MHSAA provides to 
help cover the cost 
of injuries students 
sustained while 
playing even if the 
child is uninsured or 
under-insured. 

 
HS Uniforms 

 
8/17/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:12 

When school starts, 

for students in 
Grand Rapids, the 
dress-code is a bit 
different than years 
past. This is the first 
year, high school 

students will be 
required to wear 
uniforms. It involves 
specific colors and 
styles. Today, we 
looked at the 
various options, and 
here's what you 
need to know. It's 
back to school 

time... and for 
Jasmine Delgado 
and her sister... that 



means looking for 
uniforms. Starting 
this year, students in 
most Grand Rapids 
Public High schools 

have to wear 
uniforms. 
Elementary and 
middle school 

students already 
made the change. 

 
Preparing for 

School 

 
8/19/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
2:50 

The start of School 
is less than three 
weeks away now, 
which means this is 
the perfect time to 
start preparing the 
family for some 
schedule changes. 
Joining me with 
some advice on how 
to get your kids back 
into a school 
mindset, is Shelly 
Odell, the Director of 
Operations for 
Appletree and 
Gilden Woods 
Learning Centers. 

 
School 

Immunizations 

 
8/24/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
3:00 

Getting ready for 
school also means 
deciding whether or 
not to immunize 
your child against 
diseases like, 
measles, mumps, 
polio and h-p-v. This 
isn't an easy 
decision for parents 
here in Michigan. In 
fact the latest 
statistics from 2014 
show Michigan has 
one of the lowest 
vaccination rates in 
the country coming 
in at number four.  
Joining me now to 
talk about why it's 
important to 
immunize your child 
is Dr. Daniel McGee 
from the Helen 
DeVos children's 
hospital.  

 
WMJ & GRCC 
Partnership 

 
9/1/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
.20 & .25 

Two West Michigan 
schools have joined 
forces to give 
students a path to 
an undergraduate 
degree. Grand 
Rapids Community 



College and 
Western Michigan 
University signed an 
agreement today to 
provide G-R-C-C 
students a seamless 
path to attend 
Western. It means 
G-R-C-C will have 
specific classes, 
students will take 
before heading to 
their third and fourth 
years of school in 
Kalamazoo. Grand 
Valley and Ferris 
State universities 
have similar 
arrangements with 
GRCC. 

 
Museum School 

 
9/8/15 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:30 

Several elementary 
school students got 
to be part of a 
"first"...on their first 
day of school. The 
students are 
attending the new 
Museum school in 
Grand Rapids.   
WZZM 13's Sarah 
Sell joins us from 
the information 
center with the 
story. Most children 
will enjoy a "field 
trip" to their local 
museum maybe 
once or twice in their 
lifetime. But, for 
these children, it will 
be an everyday 
occurrence. They 
will have pieces of 
history at their 
fingertips. 

 
GRPS Teacher 

Shortage 

 
9/8/15 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:40 

There is one serious 
issue, however, 
facing Grand Rapids 
Public Schools, a 
statewide teacher 
shortage. The 
district says it's 
down about, "60 full 
time teachers" and 
they say right now 
they are having 
trouble filling the 
positions. WZZM 
13's Alex Shabad is 
in the information 
center with more on 



the hiring challenge, 
Alex?  

 
Muskegon 

Heights Team 
Reaction 

 
9/15/15 

 
11:00pm 

 
1:32 

The decision "not" to 
play a high school 
football game in 
Muskegon Heights 
Friday night follows 
several murders and 
incidents of gun 
violence in the city 
over the past few 
weeks. This is the 
second home game 
Muskegon heights is 
losing so far this 
season, two weeks 
ago Muskegon 
Catholic Central 
decided not to visit 
the Heights after a 
young man was 
murdered there 
earlier in the day, 
now Saginaw 
Nouvel is also not 
coming, but they are 
renting a charter bus 
to pick up the 
Muskegon Heights 
team and drive it to 
Saginaw to play the 
game.  

 
ArtPrize 

Education 

 
9/30/15 

 
12:00 

 
1:16 

Over "13000" that’s 
13000 students, in 
case you missed 
that, will get to come 
to visit ArtPrize to 
learn and ask 
questions of the 
artists. While many 
schools are getting 

rid of their arts 
programs. 
Maragrate Malone is 
the director of fine 
arts for Grand 
Rapids Public 
schools... and 

understands 
ArtPrizes education 

benefit. 

 

 

 


