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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story

FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 



PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2018

1. Kansas Public Radio broadcast Governor Sam Brownback’s State-of-the-State 
address. The program included the Democratic Party response. 
(SOS2018.wav) – aired 01-09-18 – live event – length: 59:00 – airtime: 6pm
_________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE

2. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service provided an overview and wrapup of the 
2018 State-of-the State address. The speech was short on policy 
recommendations, but long on reflection, as Brownback prepares to leave office 
to take an ambassador post with the Trump Administration. 
(JM-SOSFEAT.wav) – aired 01-10-18 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED

3. Amy Mayer of Harvest Public Media explained the issues being discussed for the 
new farm bill. The U.S. Department of Agriculture is being restructured and the 
nation’s farm economy continues to lag behind expectations, and major changes 
to several national safety-net food programs are anticipated, so analysts are 
looking closely at what might end up in this $500 billion bill. 
(HPM-FARMBILL.wav) – aired 01-15-18 – ME/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________AG/POL/ECO 

4. Madeline Fox reported on changes to the Kansas Department of Children and 
Families during Governor Sam Brownback’s administration. In Brownback’s 
State-of-the-State address, he pointed to a dramatic drop in child poverty over the 
last seven years. He attributed that progress to shifting the focus of welfare 
programs in Kansas to policies encouraging “self-reliance.”
(KNS-BBKWELF.wav) – aired 01-16-18 – ME/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/ED

5. Brian Grimmett reported on a plume of toxic dry cleaning waste that is 
threatening drinking water supplies just south of Wichita. The cleanup costs could 
be staggering. 
(KNS-DRYCLN.wav) – aired 01-17-18 – ME/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________AG/ENV/CR



6. Frank Morris reported on the labor shortage in the Midwest that is stunting the 
growth of a wide array of businesses, from high-tech startups in Kansas City to 
dairy operations in western Kansas. Despite campaigning on a pro-business and 
pro-jobs platform, President Donald Trump’s immigration policies don’t seem to 
be easing the labor shortage. 
(HPM-IMMIGRANT.wav) – aired 01-23-18 – ME/R – length: 4:40 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________ECO/AG_

7. Laura Lorson talked with theatre director Christie Dobson and Margaret Weisbrod 
Morris of the Lawrence Arts Center about their production of the controversial 
play, “Bent.” Set at the time of the Holocaust, the women say they were interested 
in staging the play because of modern concerns about power, freedom of speech, 
and discrimination. 
(BENT2.wav) – aired 01-24-18 – ATC/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm 
________________________________________________________AR/RE/HS

8. Kansas Lieutenant Governor Jeff Colyer is preparing to take over as governor 
after Sam Brownback leaves for a position in the Trump Administration. At the 
same time, Colyer is running a campaign to be elected governor in his own right. 
Jim McLean prepared a profile of Colyer, a physician who has been closely 
aligned with the Heart to Heart International relief organization and is seen as an 
ally of the political right. 
(JM-COLYER-26.wav) – aired 01-26-18 – ME/R – length: 3:46 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________POL/ED/HI

9. Jim McLean and Celia Llopis-Jepsen discussed a dispute at the Kansas 
Statehouse, in which some Republican lawmakers called for the suspension of a 
longtime school funding expert. An audit indicated that Dale Dennis, who works 
for the state Board of Education and has become known as the state’s foremost 
authority on school funding, had been routing more money for school district 
transportation needs than has been called for in the state school funding formula. 
Dennis’s supporters say the whole problem is actually the fault of legislators and 
shifting funding needs. 
(2WAY-BACKLASH.wav) – aired 01-29-18 – ATC/R – length: 5:07 – airtime: 
6:44pm
_____________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO



10. Commentator John Richard Schrock wrote an essay about the coming need for 
school consolidation in parts of Kansas. He says it’s a logical cost-cutting 
measure, and makes sense as parts of the state drop in overall population.
(JRS-CONSOL2.wav) – aired 01-19-18 – ATC/C – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_________________________________________________________ED/ECO

 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 2018

1. Jeff Colyer took the oath of office and became governor of the state of Kansas on 
Wednesday, January 31st. But while he was in the process of getting the trappings 
of the office in order, he also took time out of his schedule to ramp up his 
campaign to acquire a full term in his own right. Jim McLean reported on the new 
governor’s whirlwind day. 
(BG-JM-GOV-COL.wav) – aired 02-01-18 – ME/R – length: 3:43 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________POL/AG/ECO 

2. J. Schafer spoke with the state director of CASA in Kansas, Mickey Edwards. 
CASA is a court-appointed special advocate for children in the foster care system. 
The CASA program is eternally cash-strapped, and the 900 CASA volunteers 
serve more than 7,200 children in the state. Schafer and Edwards discussed what 
exactly these court advocates do, and about volunteer opportunities with the 
program. 
(JS-CASA-SHORT.wav) – aired 02-02-18 – ME/R – length: 4:39 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________POL/CR/ECO/ED

3. Frank Morris reported on the case of Syed Jamal, a chemistry instructor in 
Lawrence who was detained and taken into custody by the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement Service. Hundreds of people in Lawrence mobilized to 
urge the federal government to allow Jamal to stay with his family in the United 
States. 
(FM-ICE.wav) – aired 02-05-18 – ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm
___________________________________________________POL/ED/CR/RE

4. New Kansas Governor Jeff Colyer delivered his own State-of-the-State address, 
laying out his own agenda in a speech to a joint session of the Kansas Legislature. 
Earlier in the day, Colyer unveiled an executive order on sexual harassment, and 
in his speech indicated that he is likely to issue executive orders in the coming 
weeks. 
(SKI-JS-SOS2WAY.wav) – aired 02-08-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO

5. Commentator Bobbie Athon of the Kansas Historical Society kicked off a series 
about well-known Kansans with a profile of newspaper editor William Allen 
White of Emporia. 
(BA-WAWHITE2.wav) – aired 02-09-18 – ATC/C – length: 3:18 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________POL/ED/HI 



6. Kristofor Husted reported on conservation programs being funded in the new 
farm bill. The programs, which help offset the cost of keeping agricultural 
farmland, water, and air clean, minimal, are very popular and not particularly 
expensive. What’s more, the programs also help farmers increase yields and 
improve their farms’ bottom line. 
(FARMBILLCON.wav) – aired 02-12-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 3:44 
pm, 5:44pm 
_____________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV

7. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on how Kansas schools are trying to figure out what 
kinds of teaching methods help keep students from falling behind in math and 
reading. State lawmakers are demanding that the millions of dollars they provide 
for the purpose of closing the so-called ‘achievement gap” be applied only to 
teaching approaches backed by science and results. 
(CLJ-ATRISK.wav) – aired 02-13-18 – ATC/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_____________________________________________________ED/ECO/POL

8. Jim McLean reported on a hearing scheduled at the Kansas Statehouse addressing 
the issue of Medicaid expansion. Kansas was one of the states that refused to 
expand its Medicaid coverage as part of the federal Affordable Care Act. As a 
result, the state is missing out on millions of dollars in federal aid. Lawmakers 
continue to argue about whether the program should be expanded, and if so, how 
it should be accomplished. 
(JM-XPAND2.wav) – aired 02-14-18 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 8:34am
_____________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

9. Jim McLean reported on the Kansas Republican Party’s gubernatorial debate 
forum in Wichita. The event was held at the state GOP convention in Wichita. It 
gave candidates a chance to fine-tune their messages in front of a friendly crowd. 
(JM-REPFOR.wav) – aired 02-19-18 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________POL/ECO

10. Madeline Fox reported that despite changes to the Kansas foster care system in 
the past year, there are still problems. The Department for Children and Families 
has come under scrutiny after it was revealed that some children were harmed 
while in state custody. Sensitive case files have been shredded, and in some cases, 
foster kids are still sleeping in the offices of foster care contractors. 
(KNS-KIDSSLEEP.wav) – aired 02-21-18 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
3:45pm, 5:45pm
____________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED_ 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MARCH 2018

1. Harvest Public Media’s Madelyn Beck filed a report on the looming threat of 
drought in the Great Plains. The U.S. Drought Monitor indicates that much of the 
nation’s heartland is in need of rain, and farmers are concerned that 2018 could 
wind up as a drought year much like 2012, which was the worst since the Dust 
Bowl. 

(HPM-DROUGHT.wav) – aired 03-01-18 – ME/R – length: 3:43 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO

2. Kansas News Service editor Jim McLean spoke with reporter Celia Llopis-Jepsen 
about the state of Kansas’s online database of violent criminal offenders. There are 
concerns about the size of the registry and the growing number of rules that 
offenders are required to follow. 
(JM-REGIS-2WAY.wav) – aired 03-01-18 – ME/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 
5:45am, 7:45am
___________________________________________________________CR/POL

3. Nick Carswell prepared a report on a new community musical project in Lawrence 
to create a permanent record of the area’s songwriters and the music they play. A 
group of artists is working to compile the work of local songwriters and collect 
them in an archive at the Lawrence Public Library. 
(NC-SONGBOOK.wav) – aired 03-02-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________AR/HI

4.  Jim McLean reported on the annual gathering of the Kansas Democrats at the 
Kansas Democratic Party annual convention. The party has been reinvigorated in 
recent months as dissatisfaction with the leadership of congressional Republicans 
and the presidency of Donald Trump has grown. Many Kansas Democrats now 
think the party has a chance to win big races in some areas of the state where they 
haven’t been competitive in years. 
(JM-DEMCONFT.wav) – aired 03-05-18 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/ECO 

5. Celia Llopis-Jepsen set the scene before the opening statements in a lawsuit 
challenging the way Kansans register to vote. Secretary of State Kris Kobach set 
out to prove in court that voter fraud is a real and widespread problem in the state, 
while lawyers for the American Civil Liberties Union hold that the regulations 
surrounding voter registration in Kansas are an undue burden on many of the state’s 
residents. 
(CLJ-MOTVOTE.wav) – aired 03-06-18 – ME/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________POL/RR/CR



6. Photojournalist and filmmaker Dave Kendall provided a preview of his latest 
documentary, called “Prairie Women: Engaging Women of the Flint Hills.” The 
segment aired on KPR featured Jane Koger, the woman who helped start the first 
symphony on the prairie event. That later morphed into the annual Symphony in the 
Flint Hills concert. 
(JANEKOGER-KPR.wav) – aired 03-07-18 – ME/R – length: 3:52 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________AR/ED/HI__

7. Brian Grimmett reported on increasing concerns among residents of the Flint Hills 
over earthquakes in the region. Earthquakes used to occur only rarely in the area, 
but in recent years, the state has been hit with thousands of them. Some people 
living in the Flint Hills want to help stave off the quakes by stopping oil and gas 
operations. 
(BG-QUAKES.wav) – aired 03-13-18 – ME/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 5:45am, 
7:45am 
_____________________________________________________ECO/POL/ENV

8. As part of a nationwide protest against gun violence, students across Kansas walked 
out of their classes at 10am on March 14th. They stood in silence for 17 minutes to 
honor the 17 students killed in February at a school shooting in Parkland, Florida. 
As part of the protest, some students from Free State High School in Lawrence 
performed a free-form piece of slam poetry, an excerpt of which was aired on KPR 
stations. 
(WALKOUT-FSHS031418.wav) – aired 03-14-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:36 – 
airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________AR/CR/ED/POL

9. Jim McLean reported on a grassroots movement in Kansas to create a new political 
party. It’s designed to appeal to disaffected Republicans and Democrats who are 
tired of the extreme polarization of politics, and want to return to a more moderate 
place on the political spectrum. 
(JM-CENTPARTY.wav) – aired 03-20-18 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________________POL

10. Jim McLean reported on gun control measures being proposed at the Kansas 
Statehouse in the wake of a school shooting in Parkland, Florida that has sparked 
debate nationwide. Gun control advocates turned out in force at a hearing in Topeka 
to oppose a proposal that would arm school teachers while they’re at work. 
(JM-GUNDEBATE.wav) – aired 03-28-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:24pm 
________________________________________________________POL/ED/CR


