
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Louisiana Public Broadcasting

Quarterly Issues/Program Report	
 

Quarter II 
April 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014 

 

WLPB – Baton Rouge 
KLPB – Lafayette 
KLTL – Lake Charles 
KLPA – Alexandria 
KLTS – Shreveport 
KLTM - Monroe 

 



Culture / Heritage 

Art Rocks! 
Airdate: Saturday, 4/5/14, 5:30pm      Length: 30 min 
Composer and musician Don Vappie performs original tunes with a jazz quartet live in LPB's 
studios. We examine a Louisiana Treasure that is Newcomb Pottery. 
 
Art Rocks! 
Airdate: Saturday, 4/12/14, 5:30pm      Length: 30 min 
LPB Producer Tika Laudun interviews Publisher Frank Eakin and Academy Award-winning 
actor Louis Gosset, Jr. about the 1853 memoir, "Twelve Years a Slave." Without the work of Dr. 
Sue Eakin, the compelling true story might have slipped into obscurity. In our Louisiana 
Treasures segment, we'll explain how the architecture of shotgun houses came to New Orleans. 
 
Louisiana Legends Gala 2014  
Airdate: Monday, 6/9/14, 8:00pm      Length: 60 min 
This special, filmed at the Old State Capitol, is an annual event honoring the best and brightest of 
Louisiana’s sons and daughters who have distinguished themselves in a variety of disciplines 
that have brought honor to our state.   
 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3742 
Airdates: Friday, 6/27/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/29/14, 4:30pm  Length: 8 min 
Segment: Poverty Point Is Named a World Heritage Site  
Northeast Louisiana’s Poverty Point Historical Site includes groupings of 3500 year old earthen 
mounds that now share the same distinction as the Great Wall of China, England’s Stonehenge 
and the Pyramids in Egypt.  
 
Economy 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3731 
Airdates: Friday, 4/11/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/13/14, 4:30pm  Length: 10 min 
Segment: Minimum Wage Debate  
In this segment, state lawmakers debate whether to increase the minimum wage and we hear 
from both sides of this hot button issue.  

Louisiana Public Square: Job Market 2014 
Airdates: Wednesday, 5/28/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/1/14, 11:00am  Length: 60 min 
The month of May heralds the end of the school semester and the entry of thousands of new 
college graduates into Louisiana’s job market. This year these job seekers will also be joined by 
hundreds of veterans returning to the state’s workforce as the military downsizes its troops in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. So, what does Louisiana’s employment market look like for these job 
hunters in 2014? What employment sectors anticipate the most growth? And are Louisiana’s 
college graduates and returning veterans adequately prepared for the jobs that lie ahead?  

 



Education / Youth 
 
Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3730 
Airdates: Friday, 4/4/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/6/14, 4:30pm   Length: 12 min 
Segment: Common Core Debate  
Louisiana is one of 45 states to adopt Common Core State Standards for Math and Language 
Arts, the first-ever national academic standards. Critics say the standards are untested and poorly 
implemented. Supporters say it will increase rigor and help students learn what they need to 
succeed. This segment features an in-depth discussion to hear both sides.  
 
Louisiana Young Heroes 2014 
Airdate: Tuesday, 6/17/14, 7:00pm      Length: 60 min 
A lot of attention is given to the young people who get into trouble or underachieve in school, 
but often the students who do exceptionally well in the classroom or make a huge difference in 
their community do not receive the recognition they deserve. That’s why LPB and the Rotary 
Club of Baton Rouge created the Louisiana Young Heroes Awards. Now in its 19th year, the 
awards honor students in grades 7-12 who have excelled in the classroom, served their 
community or shown great courage in overcoming adversity in their own lives. Profiles of the 
eight winners of the 2013 Louisiana Young Awards will be featured in this one-hour special. 
 
Health 
 
Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3732 
Airdates: Friday, 4/18/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/20/14, 4:30pm  Length: 9 min 
Segment: Prescription for Health with Dr. Rani Whitfield 
Just how common is autism? The Centers for Disease Control identify one in 68 children on the 
autism spectrum, which is a ten-fold increase over the last 40 years. Dr. Rani Whitfield is in the 
studio with LPB’s monthly segment “Prescription for Health.”  

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3734 
Airdates: Friday, 5/2/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 5/4/14, 4:30pm   Length: 9 min 
Segment: Prescription for Health  
May is Stroke Awareness Month. It is the 4th leading cause of death in the country. Dr. Rani 
Whitfield shares lifesaving information on how to safeguard against a stroke.  

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3741 
Airdates: Friday, 6/20/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/22/14, 4:30pm  Length: 6 min 
Segment: Prescription for Health  
LPB’s Prescription for Health host and U4ria band member Dr. Rani Whitfield joins Quanda 
Charles with the Louisiana Campaign for tobacco free living to discuss the importance of 
addressing second hand smoke in the workplace. 
 
History 
 
Civil War: The Untold Story 
Airdate: Wednesdays, 4/2/14- 4/30/14, 10:00pm    Length: 60 min 



Civil War: The Untold Story examines this well-documented conflict through the lens of the 
Western Campaign, which dramatically shaped the final outcome of the Civil War. Narrated by 
Emmy-nominated actress Elizabeth McGovern (Downton Abbey), the five-part series features 
poignant letters from both soldiers and civilians that provide new insights into the causes of the 
Civil War, life on the home-front, the politics of war, the issue of slavery, and the relatively 
unheralded role African Americans played in the conflict. 

Rocket Men 
Airdate: Friday, 4/4/14, 10:00pm      Length: 90 min 
An inspirational portrayal of the triumphs and tragedies punctuating the first 50 years of NASA's 
manned missions. From the pioneering Mercury launches to the daring Gemini project, the 
program reveals the epic behind the scenes struggle that ultimately carried men to the Moon.  

The Address 
Airdate: Tuesday, 4/15/14, 8:00pm      Length: 90 min 
Ken Burns tells the story of a tiny school in Putney, Vermont, the Greenwood School, where 
each year the students are encouraged to memorize, practice and recite the Gettysburg Address. 
In its exploration of Greenwood, whose students, boys ages 11-17, all face a range of complex 
learning differences; the film also unlocks the history, context and importance of President 
Lincoln’s most powerful address. 

Escape from a Nazi Death Camp 
Airdate: Tuesday, 5/20/14, 8:00pm      Length: 60 min 
October 14, 2013, was the 70th anniversary of an event that shook the Nazi party to its core. In 
east Poland, at Sobibor, the remote Nazi death camp, 300 Jewish prisoners staged a bloody break 
out. This film travels back to Sobibor with the last remaining survivors to reveal their 
extraordinary story of courage, desperation and determination.  

Death and the Civil War: American Experience 
Airdate: Monday, 5/26/14, 8:00pm      Length: 120 min 
With the coming of the Civil War, and the staggering casualties it ushered in, death entered the 
experience of the American people as it never had before -- permanently altering the character of 
the republic and the psyche of the American people. Contending with death on an unprecedented 
scale posed challenges for which there were no ready answers when the war began. Americans 
worked to improvise new solutions, new institutions, and new ways of coping with death on an 
unimaginable scale. 
 
D-Day 360  
Airdate: Tuesday, 5/27/14, 8:00pm      Length: 60 min 
D-Day was a logistical effort on a scale never seen before or since. On the day itself, 3,000 
planes dropped 23,000 airborne troops behind German lines, and 7,000 ships delivered around 
20,000 military vehicles and 130,000 soldiers onto the beaches. Once on the shore, the troops 
had to negotiate two million mines buried in the sand, 46,000 fearsome beach obstacles and 
hundreds of miles of barbed wire, while dodging the shells and bullets fired by 40,000 German 
defenders. This film takes advantage of LiDAR technology to re-create the landscape and allow 
viewers to switch effortlessly between the macro and the micro - pulling back for the big picture 
and zooming in to a close-up of a single soldier on the battlefield. 



 

Nature / Ecology 
 
Your Inner Fish (3-part series)  
Airdate: Wednesday, 4/9/14, 9:00pm      Length: 60 min 
How did the human body become the complicated, quirky and amazing machine it is today? This 
cutting-edge scientific adventure reveals a startling truth: hidden within the human body is a 
story of life on Earth, and the legacy of animals that lived hundreds of millions of years 
ago.  Based on the best-selling book by Neil Shubin, the series travels from Africa to the Arctic 
Circle to uncover the 3.5 billion year history of the human body - and how a colorful cast of 
ancient characters made us who we are today. 

MRGOing, Going, Gone? 
Airdate: Tuesday, 4/22/14, 10:00pm      Length: 60 min  
Award winning filmmaker Kevin McCaffrey's documentary, MRGOing, Going, Gone? explores 
the evolution of environmental awareness in Louisiana through the fifty year history of the 
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet navigation channel. 

Alive! In America’s Delta: Life on the Edge 
Airdate: Wednesday, 4/30/14, 7:00pm     Length: 30 min 
Home to one of the most ecologically diverse regions on the planet, the Mississippi River Delta 
in Louisiana comprises about 40% of the nation’s coastal wetlands. From uplands to the open 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico, and everything in-between, including wet forests with cypress 
trees, freshwater marsh, brackish marsh, salt marsh and sandy beaches, it hosts an abundance of 
migratory and year-round wildlife and reptiles including 450 species of birds. But many species 
are on the edge of extinction due to loss of habitat and changes brought on by humans. Discover 
how two of America’s most iconic species, the American Bald Eagle and the American Alligator 
were rescued from the brink of extinction, and why sustainable management is essential to the 
future of these and countless other species.  

Alive! In America’s Delta: Endangered in the Gulf 
Airdate: Wednesday, 4/30/14, 7:30pm     Length: 30 min 
The shallow and deep sea habitats of the northern Gulf of Mexico are extraordinarily rich and 
diverse. But some marine mammal and bird species in this region are in danger of being lost 
forever. Birds such as the piping plover and the least tern face tremendous threats. Five of the 
world’s seven species of sea turtles rely on habitat in the Gulf of Mexico and three are close to 
extinction. Other Gulf marine species like the West Indian manatee, the Gulf sturgeon, and 
sperm and right whales are also endangered. Many Gulf mammals, such as dolphins, need 
special protection and monitoring to remain healthy. 
 
Alive! In America’s Delta: Alligator: King of the Bayou 
Airdate: Wednesday, 5/7/14, 7:00pm      Length: 30 min 
The American alligator is the largest reptile in North America and Louisiana has more of them 
than all other states combined. They are so plentiful that they’re hunted for their meat and hides. 
But for a period of time, beginning in the early 1960s, Louisiana’s alligator population was in 
steep decline. Since then, Louisiana has instituted one of the world's most successful wildlife 



conservation projects to help ensure the alligator’s survival. Since 1985, some 300,000 gators 
have multiplied to nearly 3 million today.  Witness first-hand how this keystone species – and 
cultural icon – was brought back to viability using a combination of biological science and 
marketplace economics. 

Politics 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3730 
Airdates: Friday, 4/4/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/6/14, 4:30pm   Length: 5 min 
Segment: Legislative Wrap - Week Four 
As the first month of the three month regular session wraps up at the capitol, lawmakers consider 
issues on predatory payday lending practices and fair housing measures for the LGBT 
community. Shauna Sanford looks at Week 4 of the regular session at the state capitol.  

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3731 
Airdates: Friday, 4/11/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/13/14, 4:30pm  Length: 6 min 
Segment: Week Five at the Capitol  
Some of the topics considered by lawmakers in this segment include regulating unmanned drone 
flights over petro-chemical plants and water facilities and whether to elect a state superintendent 
of education and text book choice in public schools. Charlie Whinham looks at Week Five of the 
regular session at the state capitol. 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3732 
Airdates: Friday, 4/18/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/20/14, 4:30pm  Length: 6 min  
Segment: Week Six at the Capital  
Should K-12 teachers be allowed to carry weapons to school? In the wake of school shootings 
around the country, one state lawmaker thinks it’s a good idea but his bill was met with tough 
opposition. This segment contains a debate over House Bill 707 plus the fight to cut spending of 
state consulting contracts which the state treasurer claims would generate millions of dollars for 
higher education. Shauna Sanford examines Week Six at the capitol. 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3732 
Airdates: Friday, 4/18/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/20/14, 4:30pm  Length: 7 min 
Segment: The Future of Louisiana’s Military Families  
The future of Louisiana’s military bases are being threatened once again as the federal 
government reviews which bases should be shutdown. Fort Polk Army base, Barksdale Air Force 
base and the Belle Chase Naval Station are all on the table. More than 350 past closures by the 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (or BRAC), has led to the emergence of political 
groups like Barksdale Forward and Fort Polk Progress. As part of this year’s McLeod Lecture 
Series, this segment takes a look at what impact they are having in the fight to save Louisiana’s 
military installations.  

Louisiana Public Square: State Contracts 
Airdates: Wednesday, 4/23/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/27/14, 11:00am  Length: 60 min 
A proposed bill this legislative session would reduce state spending on contracts by 10 percent. 
But the Jindal administration says that contracting in state government is already being reduced. 



And some of the biggest contracts are essential to provide assistance to the public such as the 
administration of health insurance programs or to fill drug prescriptions for retirees. So, is the 
privatization of state services through contracts cost-effective? And how necessary and 
appropriate are the majority of state contracts? Will proposed legislation help rein in their costs 
or create arbitrary caps that hinder agencies in delivering much-needed services? Louisiana 
Public Square explores the politics behind state contracts in this month’s episode. 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3733 
Airdates: Friday, 4/25/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/27/14, 4:30pm  Length: 5 min 
Segment: This Week at the Capitol  
Lawmakers reach the half-way point of the 2014 regular session. Some of the topics discussed 
included whether voters should decide to expand Medicaid under Obamacare, giving Louisiana 
optometrists more healthcare responsibilities and expanding the use of service dogs to include 
helping disabled veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder.  

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3734 
Airdates: Friday, 5/2/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 5/4/14, 4:30pm   Length: 7 min 
Segment: This Week at the Capitol  
Medical marijuana has been legal in Louisiana since 1978, but even if you have a prescription 
for it you can’t get it filled. Why not? The state has never set up the process to dispense or 
purchase it. A bill by one senator seeks to change that but it was met with strong opposition this 
week at the capitol. Also, lawmakers take moves to stop parents from fighting with the referees 
at their children’s ball games when they disagree with a call. Shauna Sanford has highlights from 
the session. 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3735 
Airdates: Friday, 5/9/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 5/11/14, 4:30pm   Length: 6 min 
Segment: Legislative Wrap  
Lawmakers are in the final month of the regular session and the activity is picking up at the 
Capitol. The House is working on the state’s $25 billion budget for the fiscal year that begins on 
July 1st. One possible budgetary concern revolves around the federal government rejecting the 
state’s privatization plan for six hospitals across Louisiana. Bogalusa Senator Ben Nevers (D-
Bogalusa) is now backing Governor Jindal’s alternative to Obamacare after his legislation 
supporting Medicaid expansion failed in committee.  

Frontline: United States of Secrets (Part 1) 
Airdate: Tuesday, 5/13/14, 8:00pm      Length: 120 min 
Frontline investigates the secret history of the unprecedented surveillance program that began in 
the wake of September 11th and continues today. Through exclusive interviews with intelligence 
insiders, cabinet officials and government whistle-blowers, part one reveals how the U.S. 
government came to monitor the communications of millions of Americans and to collect 
billions of records on ordinary people around the world. 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3736 
Airdates: Friday, 5/16/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 5/18/14, 4:30pm  Length: 7 min 
Segment: This Week at the Capitol  



Should sex education be taught in public schools? State lawmakers battled out the issue as 
supporters and opponents made their case for and against it this week at the capitol. Also in the 
agenda, the push to pay down the multibillion dollars state debt known as the unfunded accrued 
liability. But it would require charter schools to pay up in a way that they currently are not. Who 
prevailed? Shauna Sanford has that story and more in this week’s legislative recap.  

Frontline: United States of Secrets (Part 2) 
Airdate: Tuesday, 5/20/14, 9:00pm      Length: 60 min 
In the second part of “United States of Secrets,” Frontline explores the role of Silicon Valley in 
the National Security Agency’s dragnet. As big technology companies encouraged users to share 
more and more information about their lives, they created a trove of data that could be useful not 
simply to advertisers, but also to the government.  The revelations of NSA contractor Edward 
Snowden would push Silicon Valley into the center of a debate over privacy and government 
surveillance.  

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3737 
Airdates: Friday, 5/23/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 5/25/14, 4:30pm  Length: 7 min 
Segment: Legislative Wrap  
Lawmakers are busy at the capitol as the legislative session wraps up in a little over a week. A 
house committee voted to kill a lawsuit by the Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-East that 
was suing 97 oil and gas companies for environmental damages. One abortion bill passed by the 
full house could lead to the closure to three of five abortion clinics in the state. And, will a ten 
percent cut across the board on consulting contracts help the state budget? Charlie Whinham 
recaps the week at the capitol.  
 
Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3738 
Airdates: Friday, 5/30/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/1/14, 4:30pm   Length: 6 min 
Segment: Legislative Recap  
It’s the final week of the legislative session and state lawmakers plan to work through the 
weekend to meet the June 2nd deadline when it all has to come to an end. This week, there was a 
big push to approve the multi-billion dollar spending plan for public schools that has caused 
sparks to fly between some lawmakers and members of the state’s top school board. Plus, the 
state budget made it through the full senate but still has a long way to go. Shauna Sanford has the 
highlights in our legislative recap.  

McLeod Lecture Series: Grassroots Politics & Louisiana’s Military 
Airdate: Wednesday, 6/4/14, 7:00pm      Length: 60 min 
The future of Louisiana's military bases are being threatened as the federal government reviews 
which bases should be shutdown. As a result, political groups like, Fort Polk Progress and 
Barksdale Forward have formed to help keep our state's bases in place. LPB's Beth Courtney 
leads the discussion - Grassroots Politics and Louisiana's Military. 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3739 
Airdates: Friday, 6/6/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/8/14, 4:30pm   Length: 26 min 
End of Session Special Report – Part 1 
The regular session at the state capitol wraps up this week. LPB talks in-depth with lawmakers 



on the three month session. In part one of our special report, Shauna Sanford talks with north and 
central Louisiana lawmakers including: Rep. Jim Fannin (R-Jonesboro), Rep. Henry Burns (R-
Haughton), Sen. Greg Tarver (D-Shreveport), Sen. Robert Adley (R-Benton), Sen. Francis 
Thompson (D-Delhi), Rep. Joe Harrison (R-Gray) and Rep. Kenneth Cox (D-Natchitoches). 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3740 
Airdates: Friday, 6/13/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/15/14, 4:30pm  Length: 26 min 
End of Session Special Report – Part 2 
The regular session at the state capitol concludes. LPB talks in-depth with lawmakers on the 
three month session. In part two of our special report, Charlie Whinham talks with south 
Louisiana lawmakers including: Rep. Terry Landry (D-New Iberia), Rep. Karen St. Germain (D-
Pierre Part), Rep. Dee Richard (I-Thibodaux), Sen. Conrad Appel (R-Metairie), Rep. Vincent 
Pierre (D-Lafayette) and Rep. Pat Smith (D-Baton Rouge). 

Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3741 
Airdates: Friday, 6/20/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/22/14, 4:30pm  Length: 13 min 
Segment: Hot Topics Following the Regular Session – Part 1 
The debate over Common Core gets hotter as Governor Bobby Jindal makes moves to officially 
end the tougher standards in Louisiana. It was one of the biggest issues state lawmakers took on 
during the legislative session along with pro-life bills and the coastal lawsuit against 97 oil 
companies. We’ve heard from legislators, now we hear from some of the people on the front 
lines of those major issues. Part one includes Barry Erwin of CABL, Raegan Carter of Planned 
Parenthood and Lauren Chauvin of The Louisiana Oil and Gas Association. 
 
Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3742 
Airdates: Friday, 6/27/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 6/29/14, 4:30pm  Length: 14 min 
Segment: Hot Topics Following the Regular Session – Part 2  
The debate gets hotter as Governor Bobby Jindal makes moves to officially end the Common 
Core standards in Louisiana. It was one of the biggest issues state lawmakers took on during the 
legislative session along with pro-life bills and the coastal lawsuit against 97 oil companies. 
We’ve heard from legislators, now we hear from some of the people on the front lines of those 
major issues. Part Two includes Slidell High School English teacher and Common Core 
opponent Mercedes Schneider. She is also the author of “A Chronicle of Echoes: Who’s Who in 
the Implosion of American Public Education.” Other guests include Benjamin Clapper, 
Executive Director of Louisiana Right to Life and John Barry with Restore Louisiana Now. 
 
Public Safety 
 
Frontline: Solitary Nation  
Airdate: Tuesday, 4/22/14, 9:00pm      Length: 60 min 
An estimated 80,000 Americans are in solitary confinement - even people who haven’t 
committed violent crimes - sometimes for years or even decades. Using extraordinary access to 
the segregation unit at the maximum security Maine State Prison, Frontline examines America’s 
use of solitary confinement - a practice U.S. prisons and jails resort to more than most other 
countries.  Some prison officials see it as necessary to keep order and safety, but critics say it is 
inhumane and counterproductive.  “Solitary Nation” is an extraordinarily rare and intimate view 



of life in solitary, through the stories of inmates living in isolation, the prison officers who keep 
them locked in and a new warden who is re-thinking the practice and trying to reduce the number 
of inmates in solitary. 
 
Social Issues 
 
Louisiana: The State We’re In: #3731 
Airdates: Friday, 4/11/14, 7:00pm; Sunday, 4/13/14, 4:30pm  Length: 8 min 
Segment: Southern University Celebrates Centennial 
As the nation marks the 50th anniversary of the passage of the Civil Rights Act, Southern 
University is celebrating 100 years of being located on what has been described as one of the 
most beautiful sites in the capital city. But the story of how it got there is far from serene. It’s 
filled with racial tension and backlash. In fact, re-locating from New Orleans to Scott’s Bluff 
was an accident. Shauna Sanford shares the university’s history of overcoming major obstacles 
just to open its doors to the current struggles it is still facing today.  

Ruben Salazar: Man in the Middle 
Airdate: Tuesday, 4/29/14, 8:00pm      Length: 60 min  
This documentary examines the life and mysterious death of pioneering Mexican-American 
journalist Ruben Salazar. At the heart of the story is his transformation from a mainstream, 
establishment Los Angeles Times reporter to a supporter and primary chronicler of the radical 
Chicano movement of the late 1960s. Killed by a law enforcement officer in 1970, Salazar 
became an instant martyr to the Latino community - which had often criticized his reporting. 
Featuring material from recently released files, the program removes Salazar from the glare of 
myth and martyrdom and offers a clear-eyed look at the man. 

Coming Back with Wes Moore 
Airdate: Tuesday, 5/13/14, 7:00pm      Length: 60 min 
Best-selling author and US army veteran Wes Moore tells the story of his search for answers to 
some of the most difficult questions facing vets returning from war. Moore’s journey, spurred by 
the suicide of one of his oldest friends and a fellow officer, takes him into the personal lives of 
different soldiers as they attempt to reintegrate into society, establish new identities and - for 
many - find a new mission. Each episode focuses on a different stage of coming home. 

Freedom Summer: American Experience 
Airdate: Tuesday, 6/24/14, 8:00pm      Length: 120 min 
In 1961, segregation seemed to have an overwhelming grip on American society. Many states 
violently enforced the policy, while the federal government, under the Kennedy administration, 
remained indifferent, preoccupied with matters abroad. That is, until an integrated band of 
college students - many of whom were the first in their families to attend a university - decided, 
en masse, to risk everything and buy a ticket on a Greyhound bus bound for the Deep South. 
They called themselves the Freedom Riders, and they managed to bring the president and the 
entire American public face-to-face with the challenge of correcting civil-rights inequities that 
plagued the nation. 


