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07/01/2019-09/30/2019 

Changing Seas    

   

 

 

07/02/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1101 

“Cordell Bank: A National Treasure” 

California’s north-central coast is famous for its natural splendor. Only fifty miles 

northwest of San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge lies the Cordell Bank, a magical 

underwater island few people have ever heard of. Protected inside a National Marine 

Sanctuary, this oasis is an ecological hot spot for marine life - attracting birds, sea 

turtles and marine mammals from thousands of miles away. 
 

 

07/09/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1102 

“Toxic Waters” 

Harmful algal blooms come in many forms, from toxic outbreaks impacting the health of animals 

and humans, to non-toxic but expansive sargassum mats devastating local economies and 

tourism. Scientists are working to understand what causes these blooms, how they impact us, and 

how we can stop them. 

 

 

07/16/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1103 

“Corals in Crisis” 

Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease is devastating Florida’s fragile coral reef ecosystem. 

But all hope is not lost. Dedicated scientists are working hard to find the cause of the 

disease, treat the ill and restore these cities of the sea to their former glory. 

 

07/23/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1104 

“Mystery of the Humpback Whale Song” 

Each winter, a population of humpback whales migrates to its breeding grounds in the 

Hawaiian Islands. It is here that male humpbacks perform their elaborate and haunting 

song. Experts are studying the purpose of this song and what it might tell them about 

the animals’ overall fitness. 

 



 

07/30/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1001 

“Dolphins: Breaking the Code” 

Dr. Denise Herzing has dedicated her career to studying a community of free-ranging 

Atlantic spotted dolphins that live in the shallow, crystal clear waters of the Bahamas. 

Through non-invasive, in-water observation, she researches the animals’ social 

structure, behaviors and communication. Now modern technology is making it 

possible to correlate the dolphins’ sounds and behavior, bringing Herzing and her 

collaborators closer to decoding dolphin communication. 

 

08/06/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1002 

“Cryptic Critters” 

Deep underwater, on a shipwreck near Key West, lives a tiny potential new threat. 

Being in the right place at the right time, one expert spotted it and immediately knew 

that it didn’t belong. Researchers want to know where this new species came from, 

and whether its sudden appearance spells disaster for the delicate coral reef ecosystem 

in the Florida Keys. 

 
 

08/13/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1003 

“Lords of the Wetlands” 

While American crocodiles are recovering in parts of their range, their future looks bleak in 

Jamaica. Habitat loss and poaching for meat have led to a drastic decline in the population. 

Dedicated scientists and conservationists are working to save the species through research, 

education, and conservation initiatives. 

 

 

08/20/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #1004 

“Fishing the Flats for Science” 

Flats fishing is popular with recreational anglers in the Caribbean and the Florida Keys. But until 

recently, little was known about tarpon, bonefish and permit – the species most coveted by sports 

fishermen. Now scientists are studying the fish to better understand their movements, habitat, 

and spawning behaviors. 

 

 

08/27/19 



5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #201 

“No Fish Left Uncounted” 

How do you count two fish, three fish or even a school of fish? In Dry Tortugas National Park, 

located 70 miles from Key West, Florida, a group of scientists have joined forces to conduct a 

massive fish census. 

 

09/03/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #202 

“Sentinels of the Sea” 

Bottlenose dolphins are a beloved Florida icon. But, recent studies show disturbing signs of 

immune system dysfunction and disease plaguing this charismatic mammal. 

 

09/10/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #203 

“Seagrasses and Mangroves” 

They are an ancient species of flowering plants that grow submerged in all of the world’s oceans. 

Seagrasses link offshore coral reefs with coastal mangrove forests. 

 

 

09/17/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANING SEAS #204 

“Sinking the Vandenberg” 

In the turquoise blue waters of the Florida Keys, a new attraction is drawing scuba divers from 

around the world: The USNS General Hoyt S. Vandenberg. 

 

 

09/24/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #301 

“Alien Invaders”  

In the waters of the western Atlantic and Caribbean, a voracious alien predator has taken hold. 

Native to the Indo-Pacific, the invasive lionfish is a major threat to biodiversity and the health of 

already stressed coral reef ecosystems. 

 

 


