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10/01/2019-12/31/2020 

Changing Seas    

   

10/01/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #302 

“Reef Revival” 
In the emerging science of coral reef restoration, marine biologists and resource managers are discovering 

naturally occurring mechanisms that promote coral growth and restore ecological balance in these gardens 

of the sea. 

 

 

10/08/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #303 

“Prescription: Oceans” 
The oceans are part of America’s newest medical frontier. In Florida, scientists are studying a variety of 

marine invertebrates which may hold the key to unlocking the secrets of our own biology. 

 

10/15/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #304 

“After the Spill”  

Last year’s catastrophic oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico may no longer make headline news, but the story is 

far from over.  Oceanographers continue to study the longterm effects this disaster might have on marine 

ecosystems. 

 

 

10/22/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #401 

“Tracking Tigers”  

Shark experts catch and tag tiger sharks on a thrilling trip to the Bahamas.  The scientists’ tracking work 

has revealed fascinating information about the long-distance migrations of these formidable predators.  

The fin trade has dramatically reduced shark populations around the world, and DNA forensics can be an 

important tool in determining what sharks are most threatened by overfishing.   

 

10/29/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #402 

“Mysterious Microbes”  

They are some the ocean’s tiniest inhabitants. On coral reefs, microorganisms are copious creatures.  

Throughout Florida, scientists painstakingly work to identify key players within this microbial 

community and directly link a devastating coral disease to a human pathogen.  With corals under 



immense stress, experts are using advanced genetic tools and a former aquarium “pest” to better 

comprehend a world that’s invisible to the naked eye.  

 

11/05/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #403 

“Grouper Moon”  

Travel to the island of Little Cayman in the Caribbean to witness the mystery of the “Grouper Moon.”  

Normally a solitary species, during the winter full moons Nassau grouper travel, sometimes over great 

distances, to “group” together and spawn. While most of these known spawning sites have been fished out 

over the years, the west end of Little Cayman is home to one of the last great reproductive populations of 

this endangered species. 

 

11/12/19 
5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #404 

“Coastal Carnivores”  

The coastal Everglades are home to formidable predators.  Scientists studying bull sharks and alligators 

there have made some perplexing discoveries.  The sharks are living upstream where gators should thrive, 

and gators are swimming out to the open ocean to feed.  Discover how experts are monitoring the 

movements of these amazing animals and what they are learning in the process. 

 

11/19/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #501 

“Coral Hybrids”  

While Elkhorn and Staghorn corals have undergone a drastic decline in the Caribbean, their hybrid, 

“Fused Staghorn,” is increasing in numbers in parts of the region.   One scientist is studying the animals 

in Belize to see if the hybrid might be better equipped to deal with environmental stressors than its 

parents. 

 

11/26/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #502 

“Sunken Stories”  

In the Florida Keys, divers from around the country learn how to map shipwrecks and apply their skills on 

a mysterious 19th Century slave ship.  When diving isn’t possible, professional explorers use high-tech 

tools to scan objects buried beneath the seafloor. 

 

 

12/03/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #503 

“Creatures of the Deep”  



In the cold, deep waters of the Gulf of Mexico, little-known animals spend their entire lives far removed 

from our human world.  Until now, little research has been conducted on these creatures of the deep, 

keeping much of their lives a mystery.    

 

12/10/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #504 

“Reefs of Rangiroa”  

Scientists with the Global Reef Expedition are on a six-year mission to study remote coral reefs around 

the world.  While in French Polynesia, the experts conduct extensive habitat mapping to create one of a 

kind seafloor atlases.  Scientists also assess the health of the reefs to compare and contrast the resilience 

of reef systems over a large geographical area. 

 
 

12/17/19 

5:30 PM 
CHANGING SEAS #601 

“Living Fossils”  

In the deep, dark waters off the coast of Roatan, Honduras, strange flowerlike animals flourish.   These 

sea lilies and feather stars, known as Crinoids, have been around in various forms since before the age of 

Dinosaurs.   Now experts descend into the deep to study the animals from a submersible. 

 

12/24/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #602 

“Biggest Fish in the Sea”  

Each summer, the world’s largest known aggregation of whale sharks occurs just off the coast of Cancun, 

Mexico, attracting tourists and scientists alike.  Hundreds of these gentle giants come to the area to feed 

on plankton, giving experts the opportunity to learn more about the largest fish in the sea. 

 

12/31/19 

5:30 PM 

CHANGING SEAS #603 

“Galápagos: Windows into the Future” 

The unique oceanic conditions of the Galápagos Islands serve as a perfect natural laboratory to study how 

climate change may impact corals in the future. 

 


