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Lawmakers reach 
agreement on budget deal News 7/1/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Lawmakers late last night 

reached a tentative 

agreement on a budget 

deal. Assembly Republican 

Leader Jim Steineke said it 

will cut transportation 

funding, while protecting 

several major projects. 

Funding for a Milwaukee 

Bucks arena and a repeal 

of the prevailing wage will 

be removed, and taken up 

as separate legislation. 

More details were 

expected to be released at 

a Capitol news conference 

later this morning. 

Fire yesterday afternoon 

damaged a Wausau home.  

The call came in shortly 

after three on the 3300 

block of Honeysuckle lane 



where firefighters quickly 

doused the blaze in one of 

the bedrooms.  Two people 

inside got out safely.  The 

cause is still unknown. 

A coalition of public school 

supporters, unhappy with 

education provisions 

slipped into the state 

budget, rallied at the 

Capitol yesterday in support 

of Democratic legislation 

aimed at increasing per-

pupil revenue limits for local 

districts, and increasing 

reimbursement rates for 

special needs programs.  

They maintain the planned 

expansion of the state’s 

private school voucher 

program is going to hurt all 

public schools, by 

diminishing the amount of 

taxpayer support available 

to them.   

Traffic is already flowing 

North for the July fourth 

weekend and winter’s early 



exit has helped.  Local 

chambers of commerce 

report that alone helped 

people open cabins and 

summer homes earlier than 

usual and area resorts and 

hotels report bookings are 

up deeper into the summer.  

Many small businesses 

report there are still plenty 

of seasonal jobs to fill if 

anyone’s interested. 

 

  
ATV death in the state News 7/1/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin recorded its 11th 

death this year from 

accidents involving all-

terrain and utility-terrain 

vehicles.  The latest fatality 

occurred last night in 

Dodge County in the 

southeast part of the state. 

 Sheriff's deputies said an A-

T-V driver was going along 

a hillside when it hit an 

object and rolled over.  

Three more people have 

died in Wisconsin A-T-V and 

U-T-V mishaps than at this 

time a year ago.  Twenty-



seven people were killed in 

those accidents during all 

of last year. 

Governor Scott Walker will 

greet President Obama 

when he arrives in La Crosse 

tomorrow.  The Republican 

Walker has made it a 

priority to greet the 

Democratic president but 

there were reports he might 

not do so this time, as he 

gets ready for his likely G-O-

P White House bid for 2016. 

 Obama is scheduled to 

speak at U-W La Crosse on 

his proposal to make five-

million more people eligible 

for overtime, to help low-

income workers get paid 

more.  Critics of the plan 

say it goes against Walker’s 

focus on cutting red tape 

and reforming government. 

A Chippewa Falls man is 

apparently quite adept at 

driving off from gas stations 

without paying.  Police said 

the 34-year-old man altered 



his license plate number to 

try-and-avoid being 

caught.  But thanks to tips 

from the public and other 

law enforcement, Wausau 

Police found the man's 

vehicle and took him to jail. 

 Prosecutors are being 

asked to charge the man 

for at least eight gasoline 

drive-offs in the Wausau 

area -- plus retail thefts 

while getting away in two 

vehicles. 
 

  
Gov. Walker signs bills 
impacting the north News 7/2/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

signed a series of bills 

yesterday impacting the 

North.  The manufacture 

and sale of personal care 

products containing 

microbeads will come to an 

end.  The tiny, non-

biodegradeable plastic 

particles are used for their 

scrubbing effect and end 

up polluting the waterways 

when discarded.  Another 

measure creates a road 

weight limit exemption for 



public utility vehicles to 

operate legally in times of 

emergencies.  The third bill 

addresses the Student 

Achievement Guarantee 

Program or SAGE, which 

provides aid to schools 

maintaining an 18-to-1 or 

30-to-2 teacher-student 

ratio for poor students in 

kindergarten through third 

grade.  There are now 

flexibilities allowing many 

rural districts which, for a 

number of reasons, cannot 

maintain those numbers.     

Lincoln County authorities 

are attempting to locate 

20-year old Cameron Lane.  

The Merrill man is a person 

of interest in a property 

crime involving thousands 

of dollars worth of stolen 

goods.  They’re also 

concerned for his welfare 

following recent statements 

he’s made.  He’s described 

at 6-foot, 200 pounds with 

red hair and blue eyes, 



driving a black 1997 Chevy 

Cavalier two door with red 

windshield wiper guards, 

license number 247-XNB.  

Contact the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s department with 

any information. 

U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders 

had an appreciative 

audience in Madison last 

night, as the Democratic 

presidential candidate 

barnstormed at the Alliant 

Energy Center. Sanders 

touched on a variety of 

domestic policy issues, but 

focused on what he 

referred to as a "grotesque" 

level of economic 

inequality. He spoke for an 

hour before a near 

capacity crowd at the 

arena, which seats about 

10,000. 
 

  
Merrill woman in jail for 
disturbance and shooting 
her boyfriend News 7/2/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A Merrill woman is in jail 

following a domestic 

disturbance early this 

morning ended with her 

shooting her boyfriend.  



Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

deputies responded to the 

call shortly before 1:30 to a 

home in the town of Merrill 

where the 51 year man was 

shot in the leg.  He was 

taken to Good Samaritan 

Hospital for treatment while 

the 59-year old woman was 

arrested without incident. 

Wisconsin taxpayers will pay 

for fewer election recounts, 

under a bill signed 

yesterday.  Republicans 

proposed the measure, but 

both parties endorsed it 

with voice votes.  Until now, 

candidates in state-and-

local elections could get 

tax-funded recounts if they 

lost by less than one-half 

percent, or ten votes for 

contests with a-thousand or 

fewer votes. Under the new 

law, candidates would 

have to lose by less than a 

quarter-of-one-percent, or 

fewer than ten votes in 

elections with a larger pool 



of total votes.  The new bill 

means more candidates 

would either have to pay 

for their own recounts -- or 

just accept the results after 

the elections' formal 

canvasses. 

A new survey shows the 

standard Fourth-of-July 

picnic costs five-point-three 

percent more than last year 

in Wisconsin.  The state's 

Farm Bureau Federation 

says the average price of 

14 food items in 25 cities is 

58.86, almost three-dollars 

more than last 

Independence Day. 

 Ground round, American 

cheese, and buns all cost 

20-plus-percent more. 

 Ketchup and mustard are 

cheaper.  And so are corn 

chips, chocolate milk, and 

watermelon.  Wisconsin's 

picnic costs three-dollars 

more than it does 

nationally. 
  

  News 7/3/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30  The Merrill woman accused 



Merrill woman charged with 
two felonies 

of shooting her boyfriend 

early yesterday is charged 

with two felonies.  59-year 

old Debra Engel is in jail on 

a $25,000 cash bond, 

charged with 2nd degree 

reckless injury and 

aggravated battery after 

allegedly shooting him in 

the leg following an 

argument.  The 51-year old 

victim was hospitalized at 

Ministry Good Samaritan 

Hospital.  She’s back in 

court next week. 

 

A 15-year-old Wausau boy 

charged with the fatal 

stabbing of a 13-year-old 

middle school student 

pleads not guilty.  Dylan 

Yang was in Marathon 

County Circuit Court 

yesterday, charged with first 

degree intentional 

homicide in the death of 

13-year old Isaiah Powell 

back in February in what 

police say was a gang-



related fight.  Yang remains 

in jail on $1 million cash 

bond. 

A delayed state budget bill 

is now on its way to the full 

Legislature, after the Joint 

Finance Committee 

wrapped up its work on the 

roughly $70 billion package 

early this morning.  After a 

stalemate that stretched for 

more than a month, the 

budget writing panel took 

its final votes on 

transportation funding, 

taxes and a sweeping 

motion that included 

everything from teacher 

licensing requirements to 

serious limitations on public 

access to legislative 

records. 

Governor Walker is 

expected to announce he’s 

running for president at a 

rally in Waukesha on the 

13th.  His lead in many polls 

has slipped  recently in light 



of several high-profile 

candidates getting into the 

race, like Jeb Bush and 

Donald Trump.  When he 

formally announces, he’ll 

join 14 other Republican 

candidates for president.   

 

  
Vehicle accident kills driver 
in Phelps News 7/6/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A one vehicle accident 

early yesterday morning in 

Phelps killed the driver.  The 

Vilas county sheriff’s office 

reported a burning car off 

Hwy 17 about 1:00.  First 

responders discovered the 

body inside after putting 

out the fire.  The name of 

the victim has not been 

released.   

 

A passerby called 911 to 

report a fire early Sunday 

morning, and alerted the 

family.  The Eagle River Fire 

Department reports the 

initial call came in just after 

midnight to the home on 

McKinley Boulevard.  A 

family of five was home at 



the time of the blaze and all 

escaped unharmed.  The 

garage was destroyed and 

there was damage to the 

house.   

In the face of harsh 

criticism, Governor Scott 

Walker and Republicans 

leaders over the weekend 

removed controversial 

changes to Wisconsin’s 

open records law from the 

state budget.  The 

provisions, which would 

restrict public access to 

most records generated by 

state and local elected 

officials, were added to the 

budget late last week. The 

previously undisclosed 

additions drew fire from 

journalists, the attorney 

general, and open 

government groups on both 

sides of the political aisle.   

Business owners say the rest 

of the summer is on auto 

pilot.  Pleasant weather, 

lower gas prices and 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-budget-provision-adds-exemptions-to-open-records-law/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-budget-provision-adds-exemptions-to-open-records-law/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-attorney-general-critical-of-open-records-change/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-attorney-general-critical-of-open-records-change/


something to do around 

every corner kept visitors 

and residents alike 

outdoors.  After the 

extended weekend, ending 

with fireworks that could be 

heard for miles, the trek 

home jammed southern 

highways.  The State Patrol 

reported some 781,000 

were expected to travel at 

least 50-miles over the 

period.  The AAA said gas 

prices were the lowest in 

five years. 
 

  
Storms rumble across 
Wisconsin News 7/7/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Storms yesterday took on a 

variety of forms, with high 

winds, hail and downpours 

across much of northern 

and central Wisconsin.  In 

Rhinelander some streets 

were flooded with nearly 

2.5” of rain reported.  The 

worst hit Shawano county 

where spotters reported a 

tornado nine miles west of 

Shawano around 5:00.  

Damage was reported to 

several buildings but no one 



was hurt.   

Woodruff police are asking 

for help in locating a 

missing 87-year old Arbor 

Vitae woman.  Marion 

Hintze was last seen 

yesterday morning just after 

11.  She’s described as 

white, 5’3”, 96 pounds with 

brown hair and eyes, last 

seen wearing tan pants and 

a flowered blouse.  She 

may be driving a 2013 

brown Chrysler 200 with 

license number 900-WVK.  

You’re asked to contact 

Woodruff police with any 

information. 

In an unexpected move, 

the Wisconsin Senate will 

take up debate on the 

state budget today, before 

the two year spending plan 

is taken up by the Assembly, 

who many believed would 

tackle it first.    Majority 

Republicans on the finance 

panel signed off on a 



transportation package 

that greatly reduced the 

$1.3 billion in bonding 

included in the 70-billion 

dollar budget proposed by 

Governor Scott Walker.  

Lawmakers also backed a 

tax package that includes 

increasing the standard 

deduction for married tax 

filers, federalizes the 

alternative minimum tax, 

and phases out the ability 

of the troubled Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation to issue loans.  

Senate Republicans also 

plan to include a partial 

repeal of Wisconsin’s 

prevailing wage law when 

they take up the budget.   

 

  
Smoke invades Wisconsin  News 7/7/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Now that the rains are 

gone, Wisconsinites are 

starting to feel the effects of 

heavy smoke from wildfires 

in Alaska and Canada.  The 

D-N-R issued an air quality 

alert for all of the Badger 



State.  Several monitoring 

sites in northern and west 

central Wisconsin registered 

air levels overnight that are 

unhealthy for young kids, 

seniors, and those with 

heart-and-respiratory 

problems.  The D-N-R's 

notice said wildfire smoke 

has been over Wisconsin for 

several days, but it has 

finally come down to the 

surface.  Rains of up to 

seven-and-a-third inches 

prevented the surface 

pollution yesterday.  But 

those storms moved out 

late last night, and the D-N-

R says the ground smoke will 

move southeastward across 

the state.   

 After the July Fourth 

firestorm over closing public 

records, minority Democrats 

responded yesterday by 

proposing more scrutiny 

over the state budget. 

Assembly Assistant 

Democratic Leader Katrina 



Shankland of Stevens Point 

unveiled a plan to make 

non-fiscal items get public 

hearings and committee 

votes before they go into 

the budget.  The idea is to 

end last-minute budget 

amendments with 

unpopular items that never 

get scrutinized.  Both parties 

have done it for years.  But 

Republicans have ramped 

it up -- as evidenced by last 

week's committee vote to 

end access to many state-

and-local government 

records by the public and 

those who sue lawmakers. 

 The G-O-P plans to remove 

the measure, but 

Democrats say it still doesn't 

solve the issue of leaving 

the public out of last-minute 

budget matters.   
 

  
Vilas Co. authorities 
searching for possible 
drowning victim News 7/8/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Vilas County authorities are 

searching White Sand lake 

for a possible drowning 

victim.  The sheriff’s 

department reported a 62-



year old man, fishing with 

his brother on the lake near 

Boulder Junction fell 

overboard.  Attempts to 

rescue him were 

unsuccessful before he 

went under.  Neither were 

wearing life jackets.   

Wausau Police are looking 

into a possible shooting 

incident.  Several shots were 

reportedly fired around 1:30 

this morning at, It’s Our 

Clubhouse bar near 3rd 

Avenue and West Street.  

There’ve been no arrests 

yet and no one was 

reported injured.   

The National Weather 

Service confirmed at least 

four tornadoes touched 

down in the state Monday 

night.  According to a 

preliminary analysis, the 

twisters hit along a line 

stretching from outside 

Marion in northern 

Waupaca County, near 

Pella in central Shawano 

http://www.weather.gov/grb/6july2015_tornadoes


County, and just outside 

Gillett in western Oconto 

County.  Damage to 

several buildings were 

reported including a roof 

being torn off a home with 

a woman and three 

children inside.  All escaped 

unharmed. 

Just before midnight the 

state senate passed the 

budget, sending the $73-

billion two year spending 

plan to the assembly.  

Republicans voted down a 

series of Democratic 

amendments during more 

than eight hours of debate 

including attempts to 

increase funding for public 

K-12 schools and to 

eliminate a $250 million cut 

to the UW system.  

Republicans defended the 

budget which keeps 

property taxes flat, requires 

drug screenings for public 

benefits recipients and 

expands school choice.  



Democrats maintain the 

budget sets the wrong 

priorities and will weaken 

public education. 

 

  
Air quality improves  News 7/8/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 The state's air quality is 

good -- and we're not 

under any official advisories 

like we were yesterday at 

this time from Canadian 

wildfires.  People in the 

Northwoods are especially 

accustomed to getting 

smoke from blazes out West. 

 But the D-N-R's Mike 

Majewski says it usually stays 

up in the atmosphere.  That 

wasn't the case yesterday, 

when a cold front pushed 

heavy rains through and 

then brought the Canadian 

smoke down to the surface. 

 Lightning caused most of 

the fires. 

A central Wisconsin judge 

will decide whether the 

Canadian National Railroad 

must pay thousands-of-

dollars in fines for blocking 



local streets. Wood County 

sheriff's deputies gave the 

railroad 46 citations in the 

past 16 months, for blocking 

streets in Auburndale longer 

than ten minutes under a 

county ordinance.  The 

Canadian National has 

paid over a dozen of the 

452-dollar tickets, but they 

won't pay the rest.  The 

railroad says the U-S 

Transportation and 

Homeland Security 

departments oversee the 

trains' interstate activity, not 

local governments.   Almost 

30 similar tickets in 

neighboring Portage 

County were dropped. 

A technology consultant 

who's an opera singer plans 

to run for Congress next 

year.  Stevens Point native 

Kirk Bangstad says he'll run 

as a Democrat for the north 

central Wisconsin House 

seat now held by Wausau 

Republican Sean Duffy. The 



38-year-old Bangstad is 

making his first try for public 

office.  He says his 

background in helping 

companies offers a 

perspective that 

Washington needs "now 

more than ever."  Bangstad 

and his wife Elizabeth also 

own a fitness studio in 

Minocqua.    
 

  
Drowning victim in Vilas Co. 
identified  News 7/9/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 The victim of a drowning in 

Vilas County on Tuesday 

has been identified as 62-

year old Charles Artmitage 

of Mount Dora, Florida.  He 

fell overboard while fishing 

with his brother on White 

Sand Lake near Boulder 

Junction.  He was not 

wearing a life jacket.  He 

was found shortly before 

9:00 yesterday morning. 

Following a marathon 

debate that included 

lawmakers being briefly 

evacuated from the state 

Capitol, the Assembly 

passed Wisconsin’s biennial 



budget bill early this 

morning.  The roughly $73 

billion two year spending 

plan passed on a 52-46 

vote, with 11 Republicans 

joining minority Democrats 

in opposing the legislation. 

Democrats introduced 

dozens of amendments, 

which included measures 

that would have required 

the state to accept federal 

money to expand its 

Medicaid programs, 

restored cuts to the 

University of Wisconsin 

System, and required 

background checks for 

teachers in private 

vouchers schools. 

Republicans rejected those, 

passing the budget without 

any changes from what the 

state Senate approved on 

Tuesday.  The debate was 

interrupted at about the 

four hour mark by what 

Capitol Police called a 

“credible bomb threat” on 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/raw/vote/2015/av0110
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/raw/vote/2015/av0110


the building. It prompted an 

evacuation that lasted 

nearly two hours, with 

lawmakers spreading out to 

restaurants on the Capitol 

Square for what some 

called a “bipartisan beer 

summit.” They returned to 

the building after the all-

clear was sounded, 

resuming debate just after 6 

p.m.  The budget bill now 

heads to Governor Scott 

Walker, who has not yet 

indicated when he plans to 

sign the measure. 

The 38th annual Hodag 

Country Festival opens 

today in Rhinelander. 
 

  
Missing person in Vilas Co. 
turns into a drowning News 7/10/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The search for a missing 

person turned into a 

drowning in Vilas County.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reports 17-year old Edward 

Needs-a-lowski of Cascade, 

Wisconsin was reported 

missing Wednesday night 

after he removed his 



clothes and walked off into 

the woods near Rummels 

Road and Donlo Lane in the 

town of Conover.  

Yesterday morning shortly 

after nine a DNR warden 

found him in Deer Lake.  

The exact cause of death is 

still unknown.  This is the 

second drowning in Vilas 

County this week, as the 

body of a 62-year old 

Florida man was found in 

White Sand Lake near 

Boulder Junction on 

Tuesday. 

In a show of bipartisanship, 

members of the state 

Assembly yesterday re-

affirmed their support for 

Wisconsin’s open records 

law.  The chamber adopted 

a resolution from 

Democrats, sparked by a 

now-deleted state budget 

provision that would have 

lawmakers to keep many of 

their records secret from the 

public. Passage came after 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-senate-deletes-open-records-budget-language/


an amendment from 

Republicans removed the 

need for a legislative 

committee to act and 

softened the language to 

indicate the Assembly 

would work to uphold 

transparent government. 

The original proposal had 

pushed for opposing any 

changes to the open 

records law. 

Organizers with the annual 

Hodag Country Festival 

announced nine-time 

grammy nominee Tanya 

Tucker will take the stage 

Saturday night replacing 

Wynonna and the Big 

Noise.  She pulled out of the 

event due to complications 

from shoulder surgery.  

Tucker’s performance is set 

for 6:30.  The festival runs 

through Sunday. 

 

  
Gov. Walker signs budget at 
a factory News 7/13/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker signed a $72.5 billion 

state budget at a factory in 



Waukesha yesterday, 

saying “the taxpayers come 

first” in the two-year 

spending plan. Walker will 

rely on his record as a tax 

averse governor as he starts 

his presidential bid. He’s 

back in Waukesha this 

afternoon to officially 

announce his long-

anticipated entry into an 

already crowded field of 14 

Republican presidential 

candidates.  Walker vetoed 

104 items and lawmakers 

hadn’t reacted because 

they haven’t seen them all 

yet.  Democrats criticized 

the document saying this 

budget is not a budget for 

the people of Wisconsin.” 

Assembly Minority Leader 

Peter Barca said,  “This 

Republican budget throws 

the people of Wisconsin 

under Governor Walker’s 

campaign bus as he is en 

route to Iowa, New 

Hampshire and other 



primary states to launch his 

presidential run.” 

Thousands of campers will 

be on the roads today, 

slowed by scattered 

showers and storms as they 

head out from the annual 

Hodag Country Festival in 

Rhinelander.  Expect some 

traffic delays across the city 

this morning.  The storms 

held off for the 

entertainment, with Chris 

Young and Neal McCoy 

closing the show last night.  

And speaking of travel, 

maintenance on Hwy 70 

begins today in Minocqua.  

Drivers will find traffic 

funneled to one lane 

between highways 51 and 

old 70 west of the city while 

workers patch the asphalt.  

Work is expected to be 

finished Thursday.  And 

finally all lanes of Hwy 53 in 

southern Douglas County 

are back open, after being 

closed heading into the 



weekend because of 

buckling pavement.   
 

  
Storm damage overnight  News 7/13/15 12n.5p 1:30 

 Dawn's early light could be 

exposing some heavy storm 

damage throughout 

Wisconsin.  Most of the 

Badger State had strong 

windstorms overnight, with 

gusts up to 68-miles-an-hour 

near Spring Green in Sauk 

County.  Widespread tree 

damage was reported in a 

number of areas, and a 

tree fell onto a house at 

Hobart near Green Bay. 

 Part of a roof was blown 

down near Hortonville.  All 

of Kimberly in the Fox Valley 

was without power for a 

time this morning -- as were 

thousands of people in 

Appleton.  Gleason, Merrill 

and many smaller 

communities in the area 

were affected as well.  The 

state's five largest utilities 

reported a total of over 62-

thousand electric customers 

in the dark as of 6:30 this. 



 Forecasters expect more 

storms into tomorrow. 

After months of laying the 

groundwork, Governor 

Scott Walker said for the first 

time this morning that he's 

running for president.  The 

Republican Walker tweeted 

his intentions around 5:30, 

saying "I'm in."  Walker is the 

15th Republican to enter 

the race for the White 

House next year.  He'll make 

his announcement official 

tonight in a speech in 

Waukesha.   After he signed 

the state budget yesterday, 

Democrats again claimed it 

was less about Wisconsin 

and more about appeasing 

his national conservative 

voters."  

A retired sheriff has written 

an auto-biography that 

details the break-up of the 

right-wing Posse Comitatus 

in 1984 in Shawano County. 

Dan Hintz recalled his 

dealings with the group in a 



new book called "In Pursuit 

of Justice," which describes 

his law enforcement career. 

  
 

  
Gov. Walker sets sights on 
presidency News  7/14/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

vowed to repeal 

Obamacare, reduce the 

federal government's role, 

and be a hawk on foreign 

policy if  elected president. 

The Republican Walker 

kicked off his campaign last 

night -- with large numbers 

of protesters along a street 

outside.  Walker is the 15th 

Republican to run for the 

White House next year, with 

two more on the way.  He 

promised to approve the 

Keystone X-L oil pipeline, 

end the nuclear agreement 

negotiated between Iran 

and the Obama White 

House, and end cyber-

attacks by the Chinese.  

A central Wisconsin school 

district dealing with the 

suicide of a football player 

is about to roll out new 



strategies to prevent the 

bullying which helped 

cause the death.  The 

Edgar School Board will 

discuss a draft document of 

an action plan tomorrow 

night.  District Administrator 

Cari Guden says it will 

include communication 

strategies on school 

atmosphere, bullying and 

discipline. Sixteen-year-old 

Jonathan Wesener took his 

own life in late May.  His 

family said bullying by his 

football teammates and 

others were factors. 

 The National Weather 

Service said a funnel cloud 

may have touched down 

at the Lone Rock Airport in 

Sauk County last night at 

the height of the storms that 

quickly blew across the 

state.  High winds and 

baseball sized hail 

accompanied many of the 

storms.   In the La Crosse 

area, high winds blew a 10-



foot trailer off Highway 16. 

 Wausau, Green Bay, and 

Rhinelander set new rainfall 

records for the date. 

 Wausau had one-point-

four-three-inches, breaking 

the old mark set in 1919. 
 

  
Lincoln Co. hiway worker 
killed News 7/15/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A Lincoln County highway 

worker was killed yesterday.  

Sheriff’s deputies say the 50-

year old man was holding a 

stop sign on Hwy 17 near 

Smith road just after 2:30 

when he was struck by a 

vehicle driven by an 84-

year old Antigo woman.  

The vehicle then left the 

road and rolled over.  The 

man was pronounced 

dead at the hospital and 

the driver was hospitalized 

for unknown injuries. 

Marathon County officials 

say the woman killed while 

riding her bike was 

identified as 52-year old 

Donna David of Marshfield.  

Her bicycle was struck by a 



car around six Monday 

night near the intersection 

of Hwy T and Birch Street in 

the Town of McMillan 

between Stratford and 

Marshfield. 

Madison police have a 

suspect in custody in 

connection with a bomb 

threat last Thursday that 

cleared the capitol 

building.  Details have not 

been released.   

A massive fiberglass tank 

used in the mining industry 

continues its trek north, 

bound for Saskatchewan, 

Canada.  The 22-foot tall 

tank took off from Eagle 

River early this morning after 

this leg of the trip from 

Wisconsin Rapids.  

Accompanied by crews 

from cable and telephone 

companies as well as 

Wisconsin Public Service, 

not only will traffic be 

slowed but power could be 



cut to allow the tank to 

safely pass beneath wires.  

The procession left around 

2, traveling Hwy 70 through 

Minocqua.   

And in sports, Ryan Braun 

tripled and scored in his 

only at bat but his National 

league team still lost to the 

Americans, 6-3 in the All Star 

Game. 
 

  
Rhinelander quickly 
becoming a premiere resort 
area News 7/15/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Rhinelander is one step 

closer to becoming a 

"premier resort area," where 

visitors would help pay to 

maintain streets and utilities 

with a special tax. Governor 

Scott Walker approved a 

state budget measure 

allowing Rhinelander to 

become the sixth Wisconsin 

tourist area with the 

designation. But voters must 

approve a binding 

referendum, set for next 

spring.  One local official 

said the city would have to 

borrow money to make 

street repairs if the resort tax 



is not approved.  Nearby 

Eagle River has a resort tax -

- as do Wisconsin Dells, Lake 

Delton, Bayfield, and 

Stockholm on Lake Pepin. 

Governor Walker -- who's an 

Eagle Scout -- favors 

banning gays as troop 

leaders, a ban which 

scouting officials want to 

repeal.  On the presidential 

campaign trail yesterday, 

the Republican Walker said 

he supported the old policy 

because in his words, "It 

protected children and 

advanced Scout values." 

 The Boy Scouts' executive 

council recently voted to let 

troops select adult leaders 

without regard to sexual 

orientation.   Walker's critics 

said he implied that gay 

people are pedophiles. 

 Walker staffers said the old 

policy protected Scouts 

from "culture wars." 

It's no longer against the 

law to swear in public in 



Wausau.  The City Council 

voted last night to repeal 

an anti-swearing ordinance 

adopted in 1972.   It came 

to the council's attention 

after someone got a 50-

dollar ticket for using 

obscene language.  Even 

with the repeal, it still 

wouldn't be a good idea to 

yell profanities at the top of 

your lungs in Wausau.  That 

could still net you a citation 

for disorderly conduct. 
 

 Killed hiway worker 
identified 
 News 7/16/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department identified the 

highway department 

worker, killed Tuesday by a 

driver who failed to stop at 

a job site.  50-year old 

Marcus Wydeven died 

while flagging traffic on 

Hwy 17 around 2:30  when 

he was struck by a car 

driven by 84-year old Mary 

Robinson of Antigo.  He was 

a 20-year veteran of the 

department.  Robinson 

remains hospitalized in 



Merrill. 

 

Oneida County Planning 

and Development gave the 

go ahead yesterday to a 

planned 24-unit condo 

complex on Lake 

Minocqua.  The approval 

comes after the Minocqua 

Town board recommended 

a conditional use permit to 

allow the project along Hwy 

51 just north of the 

downtown, as long as 

several conditions are met.  

Developers can now apply 

for building permits.  Next 

Tuesday, the board will 

entertain another building 

recommendation, this one 

for a Kwik Trip just up 51 

near the Hwy 70 West 

intersection.  Work on that 

project wouldn’t potentially 

begin until next year. 

 

With bipartisan support the 

state Senate yesterday 

approved a measure 



providing taxpayer funding 

for a new Milwaukee Bucks 

arena.  The bill calls for 

taxpayers to pick up about 

half the cost of the $500 

million project.  The bill now 

heads to the Assembly 

where its future is uncertain. 

 

Drivers could see gas prices 

drop below $2 per gallon 

later this year, partially due 

to the Iran nuclear deal 

announced this week.  Iran 

hasn’t sold oil to the US 

since 1995 because of 

sanctions.  The average 

price at the pump today is 

$2.78 for regular according 

to the Triple-A.   
 

  
Plans to finance a new 
arena in Milwaukee News 7/17/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A financing plan for a new 

Milwaukee Bucks arena is 

now in the hands of the 

Assembly, and lawmakers 

plan to spend some time 

going over it before 

deciding what to do with 

the package.  The GOP 

leadership plans to sit down 



with Democrats next week 

to review the proposal, 

which passed the Senate 

Wednesday and they hope 

to carry over that support.   

Officials believe people 

understand if the arena 

doesn’t go forward the 

state loses money.  Still, 

there are lawmakers on 

both sides of the aisle who 

have philosophical issues 

with the proposal, which 

uses taxpayer funding to 

help cover about half the 

cost of the $500 million 

dollar arena.  

There are still plans to 

revitalize Rhinelander’s 

downtown next year when 

major street repairs take 

place.  The problem is there 

are still differing ideas and 

how it’s going to be paid 

for.  The state may help.  

Wyman Winston is the 

executive director of the WI 

Housing and Economic 

Development Authority and 



met with local officials to 

review how the agency 

can assist in the financing.  

He said the decisions come 

easier when a business 

district combines with 

providing affordable 

housing.  Tax credit 

programs totaling $850,000 

can aid such projects.  The 

city will be upgrading 

sewer, water and utility lines 

downtown and the business 

district has been working to 

capitalize on the 

opportunity to spruce things 

up. 

Nicolet College’s annual 

juried art exhibition brought 

in over 400 entries.  In its 28th 

year, the works will be open 

to the public tomorrow 

night and tickets are still 

available.  
 

 Central Wisconsin teacher 
given sentence for sexually 
assaulting a former student 
 News 7/17/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 A former high school math 

teacher in central Wisconsin 

has been sentenced to 

seven months in jail for 

sexually assaulting two of his 



former students.  Andy 

Follen of Spencer was given 

work release privileges in a 

jail term that begins August 

first.  Follen must also spend 

four years on probation and 

get counseling.  Follen still 

has a case pending in 

Marathon County, for 

allegedly having sex with 

one of the girls in late 2013 

and early last year. 

During his four-and-a-half 

years in office, Wisconsin's 

Scott Walker has rarely 

missed a meeting of the 

National Governors' 

Association.  But he and 

three other Republican 

presidential hopefuls will not 

attend the group's summer 

meeting next week in West 

Virginia.  Governors Walker, 

John (kay-sick) of Ohio, 

Chris Christie of New Jersey, 

and Bobby Jindal of 

Louisiana will all be away. 

 Of those, Kasich is the only 

one who has not officially 



announced his candidacy 

yet.  The governor's 

association is holding its 

semi-annual meeting at the 

Greenbrier Resort in White 

Sulphur Springs, West 

Virginia. 

Over 67-thousand people 

will watch Brett Favre’s 

induction into the Green 

Bay Packers' Hall-of-Fame 

and have his Number-Four 

retired tomorrow night.  The 

annual Hall-of-Fame 

banquet will take place in 

the Lambeau Field Atrium. 

 And at Favre's request, 

thousands of fans will be in 

the stadium to watch the 

ceremony on T-V.  Former 

Green Bay G-M Ron Wolf 

traded a first-round draft 

choice for a then unknown-

Favre in 1992 -- who went 

on to win three M-V-P titles 

and a Super Bowl in a 16-

year career. 
 

 Deadly weekend across the 
northern part of the state 
 News 7/20/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A deadly weekend across 

Northcentral Wisconsin.  



Friday night 25-year old 

Joseph Ziemendorf was 

killed and six others hurt in 

Langlade County crash on 

Hwy K near Pratt Road.  A 

25-year old Park Falls man is 

in critical condition with 

severe head injuries after his 

wakeboard struck a 

moored boat on Ike Walton 

Lake in Lac du Flambeau 

Saturday afternoon.  The 

Lincoln County sheriff 

reported a 19-year old 

woman is in good condition 

after rolling her car at least 

five times early Sunday 

morning.  Reports say she 

fell asleep going an 

estimated 80 miles per hour, 

left the road, woke up and 

over corrected, rolling the 

vehicle.  The airport in Land 

o’ Lakes is closed following 

the crash of a light plane 

Sunday afternoon.  Two 

people from Minnesota 

were hurt after the plane, 

while attempting to land, 



came down it its nose and 

flipped over.  And in 

Marathon County, a three 

vehicle crash killed a 94-

year old man yesterday 

afternoon on Hwy 97 and 

Blackberry Road, just north 

of Stratford.  Two others 

were hurt.   

 

This weekend, for the first 

time the Green Bay Packers 

not only enshrined Brett 

Favre in the Hall of Fame 

but retired his number at 

the same time.  Favre said 

as much as that meant to 

him, selling more than 

67,000 tickets to the event 

in 90-minutes touched him 

even more.  Favre spread 

most of the credit for his 

accomplishments to his 

teammates, coaches and 

office staff, naming dozens 

of people in his speech, 

right down to the 

maintenance crew. 
 

 Abortion update in the state News 7/20/15 12n,5p 1:30  Wisconsin is the 15th state 



 to ban abortions beyond 

20-weeks of pregnancy. 

 Republican Governor Scott 

Walker signed the measure 

into law this morning.  The 

bill does not include 

exceptions for rape-and-

incest victims. Walker 

recently said he would sign 

the ban either way. 

 Majority Republicans 

contend that many fetuses 

start feeling pain after 20 

weeks.  But a national 

group of O-B/G-Y-N doctors 

cites evidence that pain 

cannot be felt until the third 

trimester starts 27 weeks in. 

 The state Assembly gave 

final legislative approval to 

the ban last week.  A court 

challenge is expected. 

A northwest Wisconsin 

Marine killed at a Navy 

facility in Tennessee will not 

come home until an 

investigation ends.   The 

small Burnett County village 

of Grantsburg continues to 



mourn the death of 26-

year-old Carson Holmquist. 

 He was among four 

Marines killed last Thursday 

by a gunman at the Navy's 

Chattanooga operational 

center.  A fifth Marine died 

over the weekend. 

Holmquist is a diesel 

mechanic specialist who 

played football in high 

school and leaves a wife 

and two year old son.  He 

was in training when he was 

killed.   Holmquist served 

two previous military 

deployments in Afghanistan 

and Okinawa in Japan. 

The military's new F-35 

fighter jet will put on its first 

civilian air show this week in 

Oshkosh.  Over a half-million 

people are expected to 

attend the Experimental 

Aircraft Association's week-

long Air-Venture, which 

begins today. As always, a 

number of military aircraft 

will be featured -- including 



upclose views of the B-52 

bomber.   
 

 
Marathon Co. identifies man 
killed in crash News 7/21/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Marathon County 

Sheriff's Office identified the 

man killed in a three vehicle 

crash Sunday afternoon.  

94-year-old Earl Ellenbecker 

of Stratford died in the 

accident on Hwy 97 and 

Blackberry Road.  One 

other person was injured.   

 

The Oneida County Board 

meets in closed session at 

9:30 this morning to 

consider an offer to 

purchase the highway 

department property from 

Kwik Trip.  Supervisors will 

also discuss several building 

options for the facility on 

Hwy 8, just west of 

Rhinelander.   

The state Assembly is 

expected to take up a 

financing plan for a new 

Milwaukee Bucks arena 

next week. Lawmakers 

would open debate a week 



from today on a bill that 

passed the Senate last 

week.  The plan calls for the 

public providing about half 

of the $500 million cost of 

the downtown Milwaukee 

arena, with the owners of 

the Bucks covering the rest. 

Wisconsin State Troopers will 

see a six percent pay 

increase as  Governor Scott 

Walker signed into a law a 

new contract, the first in six 

years.  The agency has had 

trouble holding on to new 

recruits because of the pay 

issue.  In exchange for the 

raise, troopers will pick up a 

bit more of their health 

insurance. 

Builders from Rhinelander, 

Minocqua, Tomahawk, 

Phelps, St. Germain and 

Mercer will be at Nicolet 

College today for a 

Carpentry Job Fair.  The 

Headwaters Builders 

Association and the 



Rhinelander Campus will 

conduct the event in the 

Northwoods Center from 4-

7 to meet with potential 

employees about careers in 

the field.  Nicolet plans a 

new carpentry 

apprenticeship program this 

fall. 
 

 
Rhinelander murder suspect 
featured in national 
publication News 7/21/15 12n,5p 1:30 

The case of Ashlee 

Martinson, the Rhinelander 

area teen accused of killing 

her parents, is featured in 

this week's People 

Magazine.  A two-page 

article is headlined "Horror-

Blogger Killings, A Teen's 

Deadly Rampage."  The 17-

year-old Martinson has 

pleaded innocent-by-

insanity to killing her mother 

and stepfather, and locking 

her three sisters in a 

bedroom before fleeing 

with her boyfriend in March. 

 She's due back in court 

September 28th.   

People's article mentioned 

how shocked the 



community remains. The 

piece notes that authorities 

have found no connection 

between the murders and 

Martinson's "Nightmare" 

blog -- which had stories 

and poems about 

mutilation-and-death under 

the pen name "Vamp-

Chick."  People said her 22-

year-old boyfriend, Ryan 

Sisco, was told by her 

parents to stay away from 

their daughter.  Sisco was 

not charged in the killings. 

 A child sex count will be 

dropped if he stays clean. 

A former Merrill High School 

music teacher posted a 25-

hundred dollar bond 

yesterday on charges that 

he had sex with a student. 

 Chase Tonar has since 

moved to Franksville in 

Racine County.  He's 

charged in Lincoln County 

with three felony counts of 

sexual assault by a school 

staffer, and two 



misdemeanor counts of 

having sex with a child 16-

or-older.  Prosecutors said 

he had sexual contact with 

the victim three times 

before he ended his 

employment on June 5th -- 

and twice after that.  Tonar 

was recently assigned a 

new judge in the case, and 

further proceedings have 

not been scheduled. 

The Milwaukee Brewers will 

open a short two-game 

home series tonight against 

Cleveland. 
 

 
Kwick Trip turned down on 
buying another lot in 
Rhinelander 
 News 7/22/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Oneida County Board 

turned down Kwik Trip’s 

offer to purchase the 

highway department 

property on the city’s west 

side.  Supervisors cited the 

$2.3 million offer as not 

being enough.  Several 

options were discussed 

surrounding the facility, from 

selling it, to remodeling to 

moving, all ending up 

raising taxes which board 



members were hesitant to 

do.  No formal action was 

taken.   

A former Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s deputy, charged 

with child sexual assault 

pleads not guilty.  34-year 

old Zachary Dorr is charged 

with second degree sexual 

assault, child enticement 

and exposure, accused of 

having sex with a 15-year 

old girl last May.  He 

remains in jail on a $100,000 

cash bond and is back in 

court in September. 

A lieutenant with the 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

department died as the 

result of a motorcycle 

crash.  51-year old Kevin 

Gray was seriously hurt 

when he dropped his bike 

while trying to swerve 

around a stopped car on a 

county road last 

September.   



Governor Scott Walker 

issued an executive order 

allowing Wisconsin National 

Guard members to carry 

weapons while on duty.  It’s 

a response to the shooting 

deaths of five service 

members by a gunman 

who had links to Islamic 

extremism, at a pair of 

military installations in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 

last week. One of those 

killed was Sergeant Carson 

Holmquist, a Marine from 

Polk County, Wisconsin.  

Walker said, “Allowing our 

National Guard members to 

carry weapons while on 

duty gives them the tools 

they need to serve and 

protect our citizens, as well 

as themselves”. 

 

 
Armed tropps being 
stationed at recruiting 
centers 
 News 7/22/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Armed troops are being 

posted at four Wisconsin 

National Guard storefront 

recruiting stations.  Major 

General Donald Dunbar 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-native-among-marines-killed-in-tennessee-attack/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-native-among-marines-killed-in-tennessee-attack/


ordered the move, after 

Governor Scott Walker 

signed an executive order 

yesterday to let Guard 

personnel carry firearms 

while on duty.  Major Paul 

Rickert said visitors to the 

recruiting stations in La 

Crosse, Eau Claire, 

Milwaukee, and Madison 

can expect to have their 

bags searched.  Rickert said 

the Guard started a review 

of security on Monday 

night, after learning that 

Walker would issue his order. 

 It comes in the wake of last 

week's shooting deaths of 

five military personnel at 

two facilities in 

Chattanooga Tennessee. 

An advocate for children's 

well-being says Wisconsin is 

heading in the wrong 

direction in a number of 

areas.  The annual Kids 

Count survey by the Annie 

E. Casey Foundation ranks 

the Badger State 13th for 



kids' well-being -- the same 

ranking as a year ago.  Ken 

Taylor, who heads the 

Wisconsin Council on 

Children and Families, says 

the state's high ranking is 

due to investments made in 

the past.  More recently, he 

said the Republican 

leadership in state 

government has not made 

the necessary investments 

for children-and-families. 

The new Kids Count survey 

shows that 18-percent of 

Wisconsin children live in 

poverty -- higher than the 

national average. 

A ticket sold in Pennsylvania 

won the 152-million-dollar 

Mega Millions jackpot last 

night.  The jackpot returns to 

the minimum of 15-million 

dollars for the next drawing 

on Friday night.  Meanwhile, 

Powerball has an 80-million 

dollar jackpot for tonight. 
 

 
Boulder Junction Chamber 
has new leadership News 7/23/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 



committee did not 

approved a conditional use 

permit, citing more 

information is needed 

before allowing Marshfield 

Clinic in Minocqua to build 

a 17,000 square foot 

addition.  The facility would 

provide a dozen beds and 

allow the provider to offer 

more surgeries, something it 

now does at neighboring 

Howard Young Medical 

Center.  Supporters 

maintain it will help cut 

costs and provide needed 

services.  Critics of the plan 

say the future of the 

hospital is at stake.  While 

no action is expected, the 

committee meets again 

August fifth.    

Boulder Junction’s 

Chamber has new 

leadership.  Beginning 

August third, Kristen 

Te/hatch/ek takes over the 

role of executive director.  

A local resident and St. 



Norberts graduate she 

looking forward to bringing 

new ideas along with her 

computer and social media 

skills.  She replaces Theresa 

Smith, who moved to a 

similar position at the 

Campanile Center for the 

Arts in Minocqua. 

The first sentence of the 

online article sets the stage, 

billing the words following 

as, “infotainment”.  But 

people are angry about the 

worst places to live in 

Wisconsin, naming Merrill 

and Rhinelander as 

numbers one and two.  The 

authors, two guys in 

Durham, NC as noted in the 

piece, state they used 

population, unemployment, 

income, education, housing 

and other what they 

termed scientific methods 

to draw their conclusions.  

The disclaimer shows the 

article is an opinion based 

on data and shouldn’t be 



taken as fact. Antigo was 

ninth on the list.  The best 

place to live?  Waunakee in 

Dane county.   
 

 
Fondulac state trooper killed News 7/23/15 12n,5p 1:30 

We'll find out at a news 

conference tonight more 

about the shootout in Fond 

du Lac that killed State 

Patrol officer Trevor Casper 

and bank robber Steven 

Snyder.  The Fond du Lac 

County district attorney's 

office has finished 

investigating the March 

24th incident.  Casper's 

death ended an afternoon 

crime spree which started 

130 miles to the north in 

Marinette County.  It's 

where the 38-year-old 

Snyder robbed a bank in 

Wausaukee, stole a truck, 

killed Thomas Christ just 

outside Wausaukee, and 

drove another vehicle to 

Fond du Lac where Casper 

found him.   He was linked 

this week to nine other 

Midwest bank heists since 



2011 -- including four 

Wisconsin banks at 

Wausaukee, Haugen, 

Poplar, and Hatley. 

Twice each year, volunteers 

count the numbers of 

homeless people 

throughout Wisconsin.  The 

next tally is coming up 

within a week, and 

volunteers in the 

Northwoods tourist region 

are among those getting 

ready.  Lori Hallas says 

they'll visit homeless shelters 

and other spots where 

those without permanent 

housing tend to gather.  The 

Northern Wisconsin Initiative 

to Stop Homelessness will 

make the count next 

Wednesday night and into 

Thursday in Rhinelander, 

Eagle River, Minocqua, 

Crandon, and Antigo.  The 

group will then hold an 

event next Thursday 

afternoon in Rhinelander, 

where Hallas says the area's 



homeless situation will be 

discussed -- and folks can 

learn about local resources 

to deal with it.  Hallas says 

the statewide count helps 

secure grant funding to 

provide assistance to the 

homeless. 
 

 
Flags lowered in Lincoln Co.  News 7/24/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Gov. Scott Walker has 

ordered flags lowered in 

Lincoln County tomorrow to 

honor the man killed 

working at a highway 

construction site last week.  

50-year-old Marcus 

Wydeven had worked at 

the Lincoln County Highway 

Department for nearly 20 

years.  He was hit and killed 

by an 84-year-old woman 

while flagging traffic on 

Highway 17 near Merrill.  The 

funeral takes place 

tomorrow in Tomahawk.  

The Wydeven family will 

donate memorials to the 

Lincoln County Highway 

Department to go toward 

safety training. 



Traffic on Hwy 51 near 

Brokaw was backed up 

following an accident 

yesterday morning.  A semi 

truck hauling glue left the 

road, struck a bridge and 

flipped over, causing the 

trailer to roll over the bridge, 

spilling both its cargo and 

fuel.  The accident 

happened just after 7:00, 

with one person 

hospitalized.  The bridge is 

being inspected to make 

sure it’s still safe.  Another 

accident yesterday 

morning, this one on Hwy 17 

in Sugar Camp had a car 

roll off the road onto its top.  

The crash happened just 

after 8:00.  No word on 

injuries or cause. 

Last week’s fatal shooting of 

five people at a military 

recruiting center in 

Tennessee is renewing calls 

for allowing armed 

personnel at those facilities, 

with members of 



Wisconsin’s Congressional 

delegation joining in on the 

charge.  The shootings have 

drawn attention to a long-

standing ban on allowing 

service members to carry 

weapons inside military 

recruitment and reserve 

centers. U.S. Senators Ron 

Johnson and Tammy 

Baldwin both introduced 

separate legislation that 

would address safety at 

those facilities. 

 

 
Plane crash in Kenosha News 7/27/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two people are dead, after 

a plane crash in Kenosha 

County.  Sheriff’s deputies 

began searching for the 

aircraft Sunday just after 

noon, after being 

contacted by the 

Winnebago County Sheriff’s 

Department about the 

aircraft being 20 hours 

overdue for landing in 

Oshkosh for the EAA 

Airventure show, which 



wrapped up this weekend. 

Camping fees for Wisconsin 

state parks, forests, trails 

and recreation areas go up 

tomorrow.  The increases 

are part of the new biennial 

state budget.  The fee 

structure is based on a 

three level system that will 

place the parks at a 

camping rate depending 

on demand, uniqueness, 

location and other factors.  

Patrons will see increases 

from $3 to $10.  Admission 

fees and trail passes also 

went up but not until 

December, when they go 

into effect next year.  

Camping revenue brings in 

an average of $7.5 million 

per year.   

Since 1925 the Tomahawk 

Cinema has been bringing 

Hollywood to residents.  

That may change soon if 

the old film projectors aren’t 

replaced by modern, digital 



equipment.  Movie studios 

no longer record on film 

and by the end of the year, 

and if the upgrades aren’t 

made, the downtown 

business may close.  So, 

theater management 

started a, “go digital or go 

dark” campaign that 

includes t-shirts, sweat shirts, 

movie posters, donation jars 

and an online gofundme 

page.  More than $65,000 is 

needed to upgrade their 

equipment.  Cinema North 

in Phillips, which has the 

same owner as the 

Tomahawk Cinema, is also 

at risk of closing if it doesn't 

convert.   

 

Planned parenthood of 
Wisconsin could face 
funding cuts 
 Newsq 7/27/15 12n,5p 1:30 

In a rare Sunday session, the 

U-S Senate failed to 

approve its six-year, 337-

billion dollar highway 

funding bill.  The pressure 

continues to pass a 

highway funding method 

before the current package 



expires Friday. Senators 

want to use various federal 

sources to boost the 

highway fund. House 

leaders look to replenish the 

fund through December 

while a panel led by 

Wisconsin's Paul Ryan works 

on a longer-term solution. 

 Planned Parenthood of 

Wisconsin could face 

funding cuts, under 

legislation circulated for co-

sponsors at the Capitol. The 

bills seek to reduce federal 

funding to the health care 

provider, which offers 

abortions at a some of its 

Wisconsin facilities,  The 

renewed interest in the 

legislation follow a series of 

recently-released secretly-

recorded videos from an 

anti-abortion group, 

claiming to show top 

Planned Parenthood 

officials talking about selling 

fetal remains to researchers. 

Planned Parenthood 



argues the videos are 

heavily edited, and that 

officials were actually 

talking about 

reimbursement costs for 

transporting samples.  The 

group called the bill just 

another “political attack” 

on their operations. 

A revised usage plan is out 

for one of the Northwoods 

most popular waterways. 

 The D-N-R reviewed an 

initial round of public 

comments on a master 

plan for the Willow Flowage. 

 The new plan accounts for 

that input -- along with 

ideas from local 

governments and nearby 

Indian tribes.  Visitors say 

they enjoy the Willow's quiet 

and remote nature, plus its 

boating-and-fishing 

opportunities.  Flowage 

manager Tom Schockley 

says the key issues include 

access by hunters and 

motor vehicles, camping 



facilities, and hiking trails.  
 

 
State assembly to vote on 
new Bucks arena News 7/28/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The state Assembly is 

scheduled to vote today on 

funding a new Milwaukee 

Bucks arena.  The funding 

plan, already approved by 

the state Senate, uses tax 

money to help cover about 

half the cost of the $500 

million arena.  But not all 

majority Republicans are on 

board with the plan so 

party leaders are looking for 

bipartisan support.   The 

NBA has made it clear that 

the team will leave 

Wisconsin if a new arena is 

not built to replace the 

Bradley Center, the Bucks’ 

home since 1988. 

The Minocqua town board 

next week will decide of the 

police department can 

pursue development of a K-

9 unit.  Chief David Jaeger 

said there is community 

support and funding would 

come from sources other 



than tax money.  A dog 

alone runs over $8000 and 

additional training is 

needed for the handler.  

Jaeger said there is a need 

and the department would 

work to fund the staffing 

through donations.   

 

A 15-year old is in custody, 

charged with first degree 

reckless endangerment 

after allegedly shooting two 

people with a pellet gun.  

The incident happened 

early Sunday morning in 

Marshfield.  Police reports 

indicate the boy confessed 

to shooting the people in 

the legs, who were treated 

and released for their 

injuries.   

 

A 39-year old man is in 

critical condition following a 

Marathon County traffic 

accident yesterday 

afternoon.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 



accident just after three as 

the man’s vehicle crossed 

the center line into the path 

of a garbage truck.  That 

driver was treated and 

released for his injuries. 

 

 
Four people dead in wake of 
plane crash in northwest 
Wisconsin News 7/28/15 12n,5p 1:30 

If Governor Scott Walker 

becomes our next 

president, states would 

create their own 

environmental laws -- and 

the federal E-P-A would 

merely be a referee to 

resolve interstate disputes. 

 The Republican White 

House hopeful spelled out 

his environmental policy in 

an interview with the 

Washington Examiner, and 

at a campaign stop in 

Chicago. Walker is among 

the G-O-P governors critical 

of the E-P-A's power  -- 

especially a mandate to 

make states reduce their 

utility greenhouse gas 

emissions. Former E-P-A 

official Lisa Heinzerling says 



the Walker approach would 

result in 50 air quality 

standards and 50 agencies 

doing the same research. 

She calls it a "very silly way" 

to achieve environmental 

protection. 

Four people are dead in 

the wake of a small-plane 

crash in northwest 

Wisconsin.  Polk County 

sheriff's deputies found the 

single-engine plane burning 

in a field between Amery 

and Star Prairie around 5:30 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

victims were found inside. 

The West Nile virus killed at 

least seven birds in 

Wisconsin this year. 

Marathon County health 

officials confirm the latest 

case -- a dead crow found 

July 10th in the central part 

of the state.  County health 

officer Joan (toy-er) says 

people need to be more 

vigilant in preventing the 

mosquito bites that can 



lead to West Nile.  Her 

advice includes eliminating 

places where water can 

accumulate and 

mosquitoes can breed -- 

like flower pots, 

wheelbarrows, even boats. 

 State health officials have 

recorded six West Nile cases 

so far this summer -- all in 

birds, not including the 

Marathon County case. 
 

 
New Milwaukee Bucks arena 
explained News 7/29/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Wisconsin Assembly 

approved a financing plan 

for the state’s share of a 

new Milwaukee Bucks 

arena.  Yesterday’s 52-34 

vote on the measure 

already passed by the 

Senate now sends the bill to 

Governor Scott Walker, who 

will sign it.   Supporters said 

the funding package 

represents a good deal for 

taxpayers by keeping the 

NBA team, and the 

revenues it generates, in 

Wisconsin.  The league 

made it clear that failure to 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/senate-approves-milwaukee-bucks-arena-financing-plan/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/senate-approves-milwaukee-bucks-arena-financing-plan/


approve the arena project 

would force  the team to 

move, with Seattle and Las 

Vegas as likely designations.   

The deal has the roughly 

$500 million cost of the 

arena split three ways 

between the state, the city 

and Milwaukee County.   

Traffic on Rhinelander’s 

main business thoroughfare 

will get tied up soon as work 

on Lincoln Street ramps up.  

The badly needed half-

million dollar project will 

replace the pavement, 

leaving one lane in each 

direction for about three 

weeks.   

Recent surveys in Vilas 

County show the increasing 

need for better broadband 

coverage.  The county's 

Economic Development 

Corporation has been 

hearing complaints from 

residents both permanent 

and seasonal, along with 

business owners about poor 



cell and internet availability, 

prompting nearly $50 million 

in lost revenue.  Last year, 

Vilas County received the 

state broadband expansion 

grant allowing them to put 

up a tower and give about 

800 more homes and 

businesses internet than was 

available previously. The 

county plans to apply for 

the same grant and add 

more towers in the next few 

months.   

 

Lions hooting dentist has a 
history in Wisconsin 
 News 7/29/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A Minnesota hunter 

accused of killing a 

protected lion in Zimbabwe 

has a felony record in 

Wisconsin. Fifty-five year old 

Walter Palmer, a dentist in 

Bloomington, admits killing 

the lion without realizing the 

animal is protected -- as 

local guides assured him.  

British media identified 

Palmer yesterday as the 

one who killed a beloved 

lion collared as part of a 



study -- none of which 

Palmer claims to know until 

later. Court records show 

Palmer pleaded guilty in 

2008 to a federal charge of 

lying about where he shot a 

black bear in western 

Wisconsin, outside a zone 

for which he was 

authorized. 

A town treasurer in central 

Wisconsin is due in court 

August 28th, accused of 

stealing almost 25-thousand 

in public funds. Seventy-five 

year old Green Grove 

Treasurer Sandra Fritz is 

charged in Clark County 

with felony counts of 

embezzlement and 

misconduct-in-office by 

fraud. Green Grove is near 

Owen. Sheriff's deputies cite 

an audit showing the 

money had been taken 

from a town savings 

account over two years, 

with Fritz allegedly using it 

for expenses at home. 



Lambeau Field's historic 

name will not change -- not 

under Mark Murphy's 

watch. That's what the 

Packers' president told 11-

thousand fans at the team's 

annual stockholders' 

meeting yesterday in Green 

Bay. In Murphy's words, " We 

will never do that." He vows 

the iconic Lambeau will 

have the same name as 

when the Packers won title-

after-title in the 60s, and 

Super Bowl championships 

in the 1996 and 2010 

seasons. The Packers do sell 

corporate names for 

Lambeau's large entrance 

gates. 
 

 
A couple of people injured 
following a car crash west of 
Rhinelander  News 7/30/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two people escaped injury 

early this morning following 

a one car accident west of 

Rhinelander.  Woodboro 

first responders got the call 

around 3:30 for a vehicle in 

the ditch on Hwy 8 and 

Spring Creek Road.  There 

was enough damage to 



the vehicle to have it 

towed.  No other 

information was available 

An Eagle River business is 

headed to Arlington, 

Virginia for national honors.  

The Advanced Welding 

Institute was awarded the 

School of Excellence Award 

by the Accrediting 

Commission of Career 

Schools and Colleges.  The 

group cited the company’s 

graduation and job 

placement rates in making 

the award, to be formally 

presented in September at 

the ACCSC Professional 

Development Conference 

just outside the nation’s 

capital.   

Interviews continue next 

week for the remaining four 

people up for Rhinelander’s 

city administrator position.  

Nearly two dozen applied in 

the wake of Blain Oborn 

taking a similar position in 

Lake Geneva in May.  All 



four are from Wisconsin, the 

closest location being 

Antigo.   

Wisconsin’s WIC program is 

changing the way benefits 

are available.  The Women, 

Infants and Children 

program has been using 

paper checks since the 70s 

but last month began 

issuing electronic debit 

cards, similar to those used 

to get FoodShare benefits.  

Officials will continue to 

phase them across the 

state over the summer and 

be completed by 

September. 

The Oneida County Fair 

opens today in Rhinelander.  

The annual event, at 

Pioneer Park draws 

thousands to the exhibits, 

entertainment, midway and 

more through the weekend.   
 

 
Tomahawk womans pleads 
in case  News 7/30/15 12n,5p 1:30 

The 33-year old Tomahawk 

woman charged in the 

death of a Rhinelander 

man over a decade ago 



reached a plea deal today.  

Latoya Wolf is charged with 

first degree intentional 

homicide in the 2003 death 

of Kenneth Wells.  She 

admitted being present 

when her husband, 

Shannon Wolf, allegedly 

struck Wells in the head with 

a rock and dumped him in 

the Wisconsin River.  His trial 

begins in October.  She 

remains in the Oneida 

County Jail on $100,000 

cash bond.   

A central Wisconsin man 

convicted of molesting two 

young girls has taken his 

own life just before he was 

supposed to be sentenced 

this week. A Portage 

County jury convicted 57-

year-old Michael Petta of 

Bancroft almost two months 

ago on sexual assault 

convictions involving 

children under 13. Court 

officials say Petta 

committed suicide while he 



was free on bond awaiting 

his sentence. 

The first three Wisconsin 

farms hit with the avian flu 

can finally re-open for 

business. The state 

Agriculture Department has 

lifted quarantines at 

chicken-and-poultry farms 

in Jefferson, Barron, and 

Chippewa counties. The 

three sites have been out of 

business since mid-April, 

when the presence of the 

bird flu forced ten farms in 

the state to kill all of their 

poultry animals -- a total of 

one-point-seven million 

birds. Final tests have 

confirmed that the sites are 

free from the H-5 virus. Six 

sites remain under 

quarantine, since they 

remain in the final testing 

stages. 
 

 
33 year old sex offender 
back in the news News  7/31/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

33-year old Albert Chagnon 

was convicted on 23 counts 

as a sex offender after 

photographing minors 



without consent.  Just 

before his release from 

prison last year, a notebook 

was discovered that 

contained pictures of 

young girls cut out of 

magazines and 

newspapers.  That led to 

new charges for the 

Rhinelander man but he 

appealed.  And the 4th 

district court of appeals 

agreed yesterday that 

because he didn’t take the 

images the charges were 

dropped, and he can keep 

the notebook, saying state 

law didn’t specifically 

address his conduct. 

We told you yesterday 

about a plea deal reached 

in the homicide case 

against Latoya Wolf of 

Tomahawk in connection 

with the 2003 death of 

Kenneth Wells in 

Rhinelander.  That deal 

included a no contest plea 

to a lesser charge of being 



a party to second degree 

homicide, and testimony 

against her former husband, 

Shannon Wolf, who’s 

accused in the actually 

killing.  He’s due back in 

court in October.  She’s 

scheduled for sentencing in 

November.   

A statute has changed the 

procedure for claiming a 

deer hit by a vehicle. 

Previously someone wishing 

to take possession of a deer 

had to notify law 

enforcement, who would 

respond and issue a 

possession tag.  Statewide, 

law enforcement officers 

will no longer respond for 

the sole purpose of tagging 

a deer carcass. The change 

went into effect last week. 

The driver of the vehicle or 

any other person can take 

the animal after contacting 

the DNR.  Authorities will still 

respond to collisions if 

there’s considerable 



damage or injury.  
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Power outages over a 
portion of the state News 8/3/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Over 8800 electric customers were 

still without power early this morning 

in northeastern Wisconsin after a 

series of fast moving but powerful 

storms blew through.  The majority 

are in Marinette, Oconto, Brown 

and Door counties.  Across 

northcentral parts of the state 911 

operators were kept busy yesterday 

with reports of downed power lines 

and damaging hail.  The storms, with 

heavy downpours, high winds and 

hail began Sunday morning and 

came through in several waves 

throughout the day.  There were no 

reports of significant damage. 

Firefighters in the U.P. got control of 

a wildfire over the weekend.  The 

blaze that charred more than 80-



acres began Thursday in a logged 

off area from last winter.  The fire 

was contained late Saturday in 

Marquette County’s Humboldt 

Township.  Yesterday’s rains helped 

knock down hot spots but crews will 

be on site several more days making 

sure 

 

A super PAC set up to support 

Governor Scott Walker’s presidential 

bid raised nearly $20-million in its first 

few months.  According to federal 

filings, the “Unintimidated PAC”, 

started by several of Walker’s former 

top campaign officials early this 

year draws it name from Walker’s 

2013 book, about his battle over 

collective bargaining. 

 

St. Germain’s Pig in the Pines 

wrapped up its final year this 

weekend, but organizers say a new 

annual event will take its place.  

While thousands enjoyed the tasty 

fare and entertainment, next year 

will be Pig in the Pines, Bacon, BBQ 

and Bands, concentrating on not 

only the food and activities but 



more music through the day with 

nationally known bands on stage.   
 

  
Gogebic Taconite back 
in the news News 8/3/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 A landowner at the now-scrapped 

Gogebic Taconite iron ore mine 

may revive the controversial project. 

Development official Kelly Klein says 

he and other local leaders met last 

week with the La Pointe Iron 

Company -- and the firm is eager to 

find another mining company for 

the site. LaPointe is one of two firms 

that own mineral rights under the 

property that Gogebic Taconite 

explored. It pulled out earlier this 

year, saying the site has more 

wetlands than first thought. An 

option for Gogebic to buy the 

mineral rights expires next month. 

Klein says he'd never want the 

region's tourist-and-timber economy 

to disappear -- but he wants local 

resources used as best as possible. In 

2013, Governor Scott Walker and G-

O-P lawmakers eased state mining 

laws, saying Gogebic would create 

thousands of jobs. Area residents 

were split, as environmentalists and 

local Indian tribes cited potential 

water pollution.  



Poor performance by a online virtual 

school will no longer drag down the 

state's report card of the district 

which sponsors that school. That's 

according to an obscure item in the 

three-week old state budget that's 

just now coming to public attention. 

Supporters say virtual schools are 

often last resorts for many low-

scoring students -- and counting 

their scores against their sponsoring 

districts would discourage school 

systems from hosting online classes in 

the future. But State Superintendent 

Tony Evers says the state no longer 

gives virtual schools the grades that 

brick-and-mortar schools get. As a 

result, Evers says online schools are 

now less accountable. 
 

  
Adams Co. deaths being 
investigated News 8/4/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Investigators in Adams County are 

still looking into the details 

surrounding the deaths of two 

people in connection with a fire last 

Friday afternoon.  Yesterday, the 

Sheriff’s department released more 

information about the incident in 

the Township of Big Flats, saying they 

believe 62-year old Frank Krueger 

set fire to the mobile home and 



several other places on the 

property, then shot himself.  The 

body of a 92-year old woman, 

believed to be Krueger’s mother, 

was discovered in the home, also 

with a gunshot wound.   

Typically this time of year what’s left 

of summer turns into road 

construction season and it’s in full 

swing in Rhinelander.  The main 

business route through the city, 

Lincoln Street, is down to one lane in 

both directions as resurfacing is 

underway and drivers can expect 

delays.  Work is expected to be 

completed by the end of the 

month.  West of the city on Hwy 8 

work is underway to re-do the two 

lane segment out to Hwy 51just 

north of Tomahawk.  That project will 

stretch into October.   

When voters head to the polls in 

Wisconsin primaries, they’re  

required to stick with the same party 

when selecting candidates for 

partisan races.  A new proposal 

would change that.  The bill, from 

Monona Democratic 



Representative Robb Kahl, would 

allow voters to select a candidate 

from either party when casting a 

primary ballot.  He believes it would 

broaden a candidate’s appeal.  

The bill is likely to face an uphill 

battle at the Capitol, with 

Republicans in control of the 

Legislature. 

 

  
Panned Parenthood 
News News 8/4/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin senators side with their 

parties on a failed G-O-P effort to 

cut off federal funds for Planned 

Parenthood. An effort to halt 

Democratic delays aimed at killing 

the measure fell seven votes short of 

passage yesterday. Republican Ron 

Johnson was among the 53 voting 

to proceed with the funding cut-off. 

Democrat Tammy Baldwin was 

among the 46 voting no. Sixty votes 

were needed to proceed with the 

measure, which was prompted by 

the secretly-recorded videos 

showing how Planned Parenthood 

provides researchers with tissue from 

aborted fetuses. Iowa Republican 

Joni Ernst sponsored the bill, as the 

G-O-P tried to avoid allegations of 



being insensitive to women. 

The town of Newbold in Oneida 

County has been working with 

professionals and experts to design 

a disc golf course on the site of the 

old landfill and already has nine 

holes for the project mapped out.  

They’d like to expand it to 18 holes 

but need the adjacent county land 

to pull that off.  They’ve offered 

$8000 for the parcel but the 

county’s Land Information 

committee wants nearly double 

that.  Supporters say the full course 

can draw more people to the 

growing sport and support 

statewide tournaments that will 

bring tourism dollars.  The county’s 

concern is the value of the timber 

on the land should it be clear cut, 

thus wanting more money.  But 

Newbold officials have offered a 

restriction not to do that as part of 

their deal.  The matter goes to the 

full county board in two weeks.   
 

  
Tomahawk man to pay 
for sexual assault News  8/5/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 52-year-old Tomahawk man was 

ordered jailed on $25,000 cash after 

he was accused of sexually 

assaulting a babysitter in his home.  



Steven E. Bailey was charged with 

three felony counts of second-

degree sexual assault of a child 

after his home was searched Friday 

according to Tomahawk Police 

Chief Al Elvins.  The victim was under 

the age of 16.  Bailey made his initial 

appearance in Lincoln County 

Circuit Court Monday and has his 

preliminary hearing set for next 

Tuesday. 

Rock County officials are on alert, 

following a possible cougar sighting 

in a Beloit park.  Beloit Parks Director 

Brian Ramsey says staff spotted 

what they believed to be a large 

cat last week while working in Big Hill 

Park. The parks department had 

posted caution signs to alert visitors, 

although no further sightings of the 

suspected mountain lion have been 

reported.  DNR Large Carnivore 

Specialist Dave MacFarland says it’s 

not unusual for cougars to be 

spotted in the state, even though 

the animals are not native to the 

region. They do sometimes travel 

through while searching for a mate, 

and genetics have typically traced 



them back to cougars from the 

Black Hills of South Dakota.  The last 

confirmed cougar sighting in Rock 

County was around the Milton area 

in 2008. 

A nearly 50-year tradition continues 

in downtown Rhinelander today as 

roads are closed downtown and 

merchants take to the streets with 

their wares for the annual Ridikulous 

Dae sale.  The bargains run from 8 to 

4.    

 

  
Central Wisconsin 
Church Burglary  News 8/5/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 The first of three suspects has been 

charged in a central Wisconsin 

church burglary.  Thirty-three year 

old Derek Pranke of Wausau is 

accused of breaking into Saint 

John's Catholic Church in Edgar July 

19th, and stealing 23-thousand 

dollars in scrip cards. Those are gift 

cards charities sell in fund-raisers.  

Authorities say Pranke was caught 

on surveillance video using one of 

the cards at a Wausau store. His two 

alleged accomplices are under 

arrest and awaiting charges.  

Four people have hospitalized with 

a fungal infection while tubing down 



the Wolf River near New London.  

Outagamie County health officials 

say the disease has not been 

confirmed as of yesterday.  Media 

reports say the state health 

department has gotten involved -- 

along with health agencies from 

Appleton and Winnebago County. 

Officials say it's almost impossible to 

confirm the river as the source of the 

virus. That's because it's contracted 

by breathing in fungal spores from 

soil.  There have been 23 blasto-

mycosis cases in Wisconsin already -- 

a pace that's about normal for a full 

year. 

Scott Walker's presidential 

campaign makes no apologies for 

his credit card and student loan 

debt. The Republican governor's 

latest financial report shows at least 

100-thousand dollars in student loans 

for his two college age sons -- and 

he recently owed 10-to-15-thousand 

on a credit card with a 27-and-a-

quarter percent interest rate.   

Walker has one of the most modest 

finances among the 17 G-O-P White 

House hopefuls -- many of whom 



are millionaries. 
 

  
Squabble between 
Marshfield Clinic and 
Ministry Health Care News 8/6/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 It’s no secret the Marshfield Clinic 

and Ministry Health Care have been 

at odds lately.  The issue is 

Marshfield’s plans to add 17,000 

square feet onto their existing facility 

in Minocqua and remove the need 

to perform surgeries at the 

neighboring Howard Young Medical 

Center.  The provider maintains it’s a 

move toward better care and lower 

costs.  The hospital disagrees saying 

it’s a duplication of services and will 

not lower costs to patients.  Before 

anything happens, Oneida County’s 

Planning and Development 

Committee has to weigh in and 

grant approval.  They still have 

questions.  Meanwhile the two 

groups will continue to discuss the 

plans. 

Governor Scott Walker’s strong 

showing in the polls allowed him to 

make the cut for tonight’s televised 

GOP presidential debate.  Critics say 

the format on the FOX News 

broadcast will be little more than a 

bunch of soundbites, given that the 

10 candidates will answer questions 



in seconds, not minutes.  The 

remaining seven will get exposure 

online several hours before the 

primetime event hits the air at 8:00.  

Joining Walker on stage will be 

Donald Trump, Jeb Bush, Mike 

Huckabee, Ben Carson, Ted Cruz, 

Marco Rubio, Rand Paul, Chris 

Christie and John Kasich.     

The DNR confirmed a pair of cougar 

sightings in Langlade County. Both 

were captured by trail cameras on 

July 9, roughly six miles and 20 hours 

apart from each other.  Officials 

confirmed the locations in the 

photos after they were reported 

within the past two weeks. The 

sightings are just latest of several in 

the state this summer. 
 

 Wisconsin crews 
helping with California 
Wild fires  
 News 8/6/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin crews are helping control 

the ravaging wildfires in northern 

California.  Suzanne Flory of the U-S 

Forest Service office in Rhinelander is 

with the River Complex detail near 

Willow Creek California.  It's a group 

of 330 personnel handling several 

blazes. Lightning and extreme 

drought are said to be behind the 

flames. Flory is overseeing a fire that 



has burned three-thousand acres as 

of yesterday, and it could keep 

burning for a while.  

The D-N-R is starting work on a 

second round of land sales, to meet 

a state budget requirement from 

two years ago. Officials are looking 

at selling 118 parcels with 83-

hundred acres in 40 counties. The 

general public could buy almost 54-

hundred acres. Twenty-six hundred 

others could be offered to county 

forests and the other 325 acres to 

Indian tribes. The department’s 

Doug Haag says none of the sites 

are at parks where people camp, or 

at other major state facilities. The 

reviews will take place over the next 

three months, and the Natural 

Resources Board will approve the 

sites to be offered. The 2013 budget 

requires the sale of 10-thousand of 

those acres, to reduce large debts 

from land purchases in the state's 

Stewardship program. 

The 164th annual Wisconsin State 

Fair opened this morning in West Allis 

with eleven days of animal judging, 

livestock sales, rides, games, music, 



and the fair's famous cream puffs. 

Just over a million-31-thousand 

people went through the turnstiles 

last year -- the most since 1969. 
 

  
Rhinelander man wanted 
..found  News 8/7/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The search for a Rhinelander man 

wanted on sexual assault charges 

ended yesterday in Lincoln County.  

27-year old Steven Morris was 

stopped by deputies Wednesday on 

Hwy A near Tomahawk when he 

struggled then pepper sprayed the 

officer and ran off.  He was found 

after breaking into a cabin 

yesterday afternoon.   

Another chase, this one in Marathon 

County where 29-year old Aaron 

Ebensperger took off following a 

domestic disturbance.  He crashed 

his car twice, injured another driver 

before ultimately crashing a third 

time where he ran off.  He was 

arrested near Radtke Park in 

Schofield.  Ebensperger was already 

out on bond for a past abuse case.   

Rhinelander’s city council meets in a 

special closed session tomorrow 

morning to finish up interviews and 

possibly name the new city 

administrator.  The field of 22 



applicants was trimmed to four for 

final interviews.  Former city attorney 

Phil Parkinson serves as the interim 

administrator after the council let 

Blaine Oborn out of his contract to 

take a similar position in Lake 

Geneva.   

While several candidates in the 

crowded Republican presidential 

primary field were aiming criticism at 

each other, Wisconsin Governor 

Scott Walker took a largely scripted 

approach in last night’s first debate.  

Walker, one of ten candidates 

appearing on stage during the Fox 

News debate in Cleveland, used 

what time he had to lay out his 

candidacy to viewers, sticking 

largely to positions he’s already 

mentioned on the campaign trail.  

Walker’s back on the campaign trail 

today, with stops in Ohio, then 

Georgia and South Carolina this 

weekend. 

 

  
Central Wisconsin man 
busted running Packer 
ticket scam News 8/7/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Scott Walker's advisers say the 

governor got most of his message 

out during last night's G-O-P 

presidential debate, despite his 



limited exposure. Walker only got 

about six minutes of T-V time, while 

Donald Trump and Jeb Bush nearly 

doubled that.  Pundits however 

disagreed saying Walker had a 

perfect chance to capitalize on his 

poll numbers but didn’t.    

A central Wisconsin man will spend 

three years in prison for running a 

Packers' ticket scam that cost its 

victims over 50-thousand dollars. 

Thirty-eight year old Patrick Blachut 

of Marshfield must also spend nine 

years under extended supervision 

when he gets out. The judge 

accepted the prison time that was 

agreed upon in a plea deal, in 

which six Wood County charges 

were dropped and Blachut was 

convicted on nine theft-by-fraud 

counts.  The deal might be in 

jeopardy however after he was 

convicted of having open 

intoxicants in a vehicle last month in 

Price County. 

All three suspects have now been 

charged in a church burglary in 

Edgar. Thirty-one year old Travis 

Eldridge of Schofield and 30-year-



old Justin Leggett of Tomahawk 

both appeared in Marathon County 

Circuit Court yesterday on felony 

counts of burglary, theft, and 

damaging religious property. They 

and 33-year-old Derek Pranke of 

Wausau are accused of breaking 

into Saint John's Catholic Church in 

Edgar July 19th, and stealing 23-

thousand dollars in scrip cards. 

They're gift cards sold in charity 

fundraisers. Authorities said Franke 

got caught using a stolen card at a 

store in Wausau. All three are due 

back in court Wednesday for 

preliminary hearings. 
 

  
Car crash being 
investigated  News 8/10/.15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 (Elton, WI)  --  Authorities continue to 

investigate a weekend crash in northeast 

Wisconsin that killed a driver. Langlade 

County sheriff's deputies say the vehicle 

lost control on a curve and hit several trees 

Saturday afternoon on a road near Elton. 

Officials say the driver is from Langlade 

County, and was found dead in his vehicle. 

 

Two Waukesha girls accused of stabbing a 

classmate to please the horror character 

Slender Man will find out today if their 



cases will be moved to juvenile court. 

Morgan Geyser and Anissa Weier, both 13, 

are charged as adults with attempted 

homicide. They allegedly stabbed Payton 

Leutner 19 times at a birthday sleep-over 

for Geyser in May of 2014. Waukesha 

County Circuit Judge Michael Bohren is 

expected to announce this afternoon 

whether to approve defense requests to try 

the girls as juveniles.  

 

Wisconsin's identity as a so-called 

battleground state is leading both political 

parties to hold debates here before the 2016 

presidential election.  The Republican 

National Committee plans a debate 

sometime in November.  Democrats will 

hold a debate in Wisconsin in February or 

March of next year.  Wisconsin has its 

presidential primary scheduled for April 

5th, 2016.  

 

 A Fox Valley church replaces its 44-year 

tradition of pig wrestling at its annual 

festival. An animal rights group protested 

last year's event at the Saint Patrick's 

Catholic Parish Round-Up in Stephensville. 

So yesterday, organizers played large games 

of human foosball instead. The Global 



Conservation group of Watertown protested 

at last year's pig wrestling.. Festival 

organizers say they did nothing wrong -- 

but they changed the event because they 

wanted fun instead of controversy. 

 

  
More taxation being 
looked at News 8/10/15 12n,5p 1:30 

  A tax in which visitors help pay for streets in 

tourist meccas like Wisconsin Dells is now being 

explored by at least one metro. Wausau and two its 

neighbors are looking at becoming Premier Resort 

Areas. The city's finance committee will discuss it 

tonight. Five Wisconsin tourist places, including 

the Dells and Bayfield, charge an extra one-half to 

one-and-a-quarter percent on tourist-related items. 

The revenue goes to local infrastructure. 

Rhinelander was just added to that list in the new 

state budget.  

 

 Parts of Wisconsin have had some welcome rain 

the past few days, but it's not enough to keep 

drought conditions from coming back. The U-S 

Drought Monitor says about a quarter of the state's 

land area was abnormally dry last week, along a 

path from the southwest corner of Wisconsin to 

Door County in the northeast. We'll get an updated 

report on Thursday. Many farmers have had to 

irrigate over the past month or so. He expects the 

trend to continue -- and another El Nino (neen-yo) 

could bring us a second straight warmer-and-drier 

winter. For now, we'll have to settle for the 

scattered rain that went through central and 

northern Wisconsin last night.  

 

A fire chief credits quick action by employees for a 

short interruption of work at a potato processing 



plant in central Wisconsin. A fire broke out just 

after 9:30 last night at McCain Foods between 

Plover and Wisconsin Rapids on Highway 54. 

Plover Fire Chief Mark Deaver says the workers 

did a good job containing the fire to a fryer 

underneath a hood. No one was hurt. This is the 

time of year when McCain Foods is in full 

production. It handles 25 semi-truck loads of 

potatoes each day, with about 40-thousand pounds 

per truck. 
 

  
Slender man pleas News 8/11/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

(Waukesha, WI)  --  Two 13-year-old girls are 

scheduled to enter pleas August 21st to adult 

charges in Waukesha's Slender Man stabbings. 

Circuit Judge Michael Bohren said no yesterday to 

moving Morgan Geyser and Anissa Weier to 

juvenile court. He feared the girls would be free 

with no treatment once they turn 18. They're 

charged with attempted homicide for allegedly 

stabbing a classmate 19 times last year in 

allegiance to the horror character Slender Man. 

Weier's lawyer, Maura McMahon, says she'll talk 

to her client about appealing the decision to keep 

her in adult court. Geyser's lawyer, Anthony 

Cotton, is not ruling out an appeal either.  

 
Youth, discipline and involvement in the 
community, three traits that brought Kristina 
Aschenbrenner to Rhinelander’s City 
Administrator position.  The Eau Claire native 
was approved by the City Council last night 
after a weekend of interiews and meetings 
with the final four candidates for the position.  
She is currently the District Court 
Administrator for the 10th Judicial District of the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court and spent ten years 
in the Wisconsin Army National Guard.  



Aschenbrenner will begin her new duties next 
month.  She replaces Blain Oborn who was 
released from his contract in May to take a 
similar position in Lake Geneva.  
 
(Stevens Point, WI)  --  Getting caught with 

marijuana for the first time could soon be less 

expensive in Stevens Point. The Common Council 

will be asked next Monday night to reduce the fine 

from 300-dollars to 100 for first-time offenders 

with small amounts of pot. With fees and 

surcharges, the total penalty would be 187-dollars -

- same as a first-time underage drinking fine. The 

change would not affect repeat offenders in Stevens 

Point, a city of almost 27-thousand with a four-year 

U-W campus. Those caught more than once with 

pot would continue to face possible criminal 

charges in the state court system. 
  

  
Wausau man in jail after 
police chase  News 8/11/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 (Wausau, WI)  --  A Wausau man is jailed under a 

quarter-million dollar bond, after he allegedly 

crashed into three vehicles during a police chase. 

Marathon County prosecutors said 29-year-old 

Aaron Ebensperger took off after police contacted 

him about a domestic disturbance last Thursday. 

Authorities said he chased officers at 60-miles-an-

hour on one of Wausau's main business streets, and 

he tried fleeing after he damaged his pick-up truck 

in nearby Schofield. A person was injured in one of 

the struck vehicles. Ebensperger has a preliminary 

hearing set for August 19th on five felonies 

including injury by hit-and-run, reckless 

endangerment, and fleeing officers. He also faces 

four misdemeanors that include obstructing police. 

 

The YMCA of the Northwoods has a new 
Wellness Director.  Stephanie Ruckheim, from 



Laona joined the Y as a fitness coach/personal 
trainer and group fitness instructor in 2011. 
She has a business degree from UW Green 
Bay and a golf management degree from UW 
Stout.  She's also an ISSA certified fitness 
trainer.    
 
Small rural school districts will receive a sparsity 

aid payment of $300 per student for the 2015-16 

school year to be used to support school district 

programs. State Superintendent Tony Evers 

(ee/vers) said, “The necessity of providing quality 

instructional and educational services to small 

numbers of students presents a fiscal challenge to 

our rural school districts.  Most of the 137 districts 

that are eligible for aid for the 2015-16 school year 

also received sparsity aid last year. Six public 

school districts gained eligibility based on 2014-15 

enrollment of no more than 725 students and fewer 

than 10 students per square mile.  Area schools 

receiving aid include Lac du 

Flambeau, Lakeland, Three Lakes and White Lake.

  
 

  
Langlade Co. officials 
have indentified victim of 
car crash News 8/12/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

  
Authorities in Langlade County have officially 

identified the victim of a car crash. 29 year old 

Shawn Wickersheim of White Lake was in a 

vehicle when he lost control on a curve and hit 

several trees on a road near Elton. The accident 

was discovered this past Saturday, although the 

Langlade County Sherrif’s Office says it probably 

occurred on Thursday.  The accident remains under 

investigation. 

 

Skeletal remains are confirmed to be those of a 

Neenah man who went missing a year ago last 



Saturday. The Brown County medical examiner's 

office in Green Bay used dental records to identify 

22-year-old Kyle Blohm. Bear hunters found his 

truck last Sunday in a wooded area near Suring in 

Oconto County. A sheriff's officer found Blohm's 

body nearby. The cause of his death has not been 

disclosed. He was last seen on August 8th of 2014. 

 

 Ginseng growers in north central Wisconsin could 

get help under a disaster aid request sought by 

Governor Scott Walker. He's seeking a "Secretarial 

Disaster Designation" from the U-S-D-A to 

growers in Marathon, Lincoln, and Langlade 

counties -- plus surrounding counties -- recover 

from crop losses in May. Frost and a late freeze 

caused ginseng farmers to lose 28-percent of their 

crops, and half their seeds. Growers could get 

emergency low-interest loans under the governor's 

request. 

 

Wisconsin gas prices have dropped by 17-cents a 

gallon over the last month, and they could fall a lot 

more by the end of the year. The price of 

American-made crude oil slipped to its lowest level 

in six years yesterday, to just over 43-dollars a 

barrel in New York. For motorists, the federal 

government says it could mean a drop in monthly 

average gas prices to 2.11 in the final quarter of 

2015. The Wisconsin Triple-"A" reports a 

statewide average of 2.58-a-gallon this morning for 

regular unleaded. That's down from 2.75 a month 

ago, and 3.48 at this time last year. 
 

  
Wabeno man sentenced 
in beating  News 8/12/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 One of four people convicted in a brutal beating in 

northeast Wisconsin will spend 18 years in prison. 

Twenty-two year old Justin Bey (Bay) of Wabeno 

was sentenced yesterday in Forest County for 



helping attack Steven Roberts 17 months ago. 

Authorities said he was tortured at a house in 

Wabeno, beaten on a frozen trail, and left for 

wolves to maul him. A-T-V riders found him, and 

he survived.  Bey struck a plea deal that convicted 

him of kidnapping, attempted homicide, and bail 

jumping. He also had to testify against Raymond 

Jones, who will be sentenced September 14th. The 

other two were sentenced in plea deals.  

 

The American Red Cross is dealing with what they 

are calling a worse than normal summer shortage 

of blood donors. They are especially short of O 

negative, B negative and A negative blood types. 

Overall blood donations for June and July in the 

Red Cross Badger-Hawkeye Blood Services 

Region, were nearly two-thousand fewer per month 

than the previous 10 months. To donate, go to red-

cross-blood-dot-org-slash-badger-hawkeye and 

enter the zip code for the nearest donation event 

and center. 

 

 Nik Wallenda has pulled off the longest tightrope 

walk of his career. About a-thousand people 

watched the 36-year-old daredevil walk ten stories 

off the ground, going 15-hundred-76 feet last night 

at the Wisconsin State Fair in West Allis. Wallenda 

used a 45-pound pole to keep him stable, and he 

wore special shoes made by his mother -- Delilah 

of the famous Flying Wallendas. The feat took 

place between both ends of the Milwaukee Mile 

racetrack on the State Fair grounds. It was longer 

than his previous walks at Niagara Falls and the 

Grand Canyon.  



 

  
Search for a Shawano 
man News 8/13/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A search resumes today for a 79-year-old Shawano 

man who might have fallen out of his boat. 

Sheriff's deputies were called around 11 a-m 

yesterday to Lilly Lake, northeast of Shawano. 

Witnesses saw a boat floating on the water with 

nobody in it. Rescuers kept searching for the man 

until it got dark last night. It's not known exactly 

when the victim disappeared. Officials say his 

spouse was away, and the two had not been in 

contact for a few days.  

Higher education evaluators have 

continued Nicolet College’s accreditation 

after reviewing the college’s academic 

programs, its fiscal responsibility, services 

to communities, and overall management. 

     The Higher Learning Commission also 

noted that Nicolet’s next Reaffirmation of 

Accreditation will take place in 10 years. 

This is the maximum time allowed 

between formal reviews and is only 

granted to colleges with high quality 

academic programs that operate in a 

responsible and effective manner. 

     The commission also granted Nicolet a 



second accreditation that allows the 

college to expand its distance learning 

credit classes to make it more convenient 

for residents in outlying portions of the 

district to receive a college education.   

Accreditation is necessary for Nicolet 

students to receive federal financial aid, 

have their credits transfer to other colleges 

and universities, and for employers to 

know Nicolet graduates are held to a high 

standard. 

 

 So much for falling gas prices. Recent 

production problems at the B-P oil 

refinery in Whiting, Indiana caused 

Wisconsin fuel prices to rise by almost a 

dime-a-gallon yesterday. Darrell DeHaan 

of Gas Buddy-Dot-Com expects pump 

prices to jump 15-to-30 cents over the 

next few days. The refinery is where many 



Wisconsin gas stations get their fuel. This 

morning, the Wisconsin Triple-"A" 

reports an average price of 2.67 for 

regular unleaded. It was 2.58 the previous 

day. 

 

 
Cougar sightings in the 
northern part of the state News 8/13/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker has led most of the 

Republican presidential polls in neighboring Iowa, 

until now. The first C-N-N/O-R-C poll in Iowa 

shows Ben Carson ahead of Walker, who's in third 

place with nine-percent. Carson is at 14-percent, 

and Donald Trump leads at 22. Two-thirds of 

Iowans are not sure who they'll support as the 

February first caucuses get closer. U-S-A Today 

and Suffolk University also released its first Iowa 

poll this week. It shows Trump at 17-percent, and 

Walker at 12. Walker says any race has "ebbs and 

flows," and he expects his numbers to go "up-and-

down." Walker still has a positive image among 

Iowans. Seventy-three percent in the U-S-A Today 

poll give Walker a favorable rating, compared to 

just 45-percent for Trump. 

 

Officials have confirmed a third cougar sighting in 

northeast Wisconsin. The D-N-R says it received a 

photo of a mountain lion nine days ago, taken by a 

trail camera on July 19th in Marinette County. The 

picture was taken ten days after two trail photos 

confirmed cougars about 60 miles to the west in 

Langlade County. Officials have not said whether 

the same animal was involved in more than one of 

the sightings. Wisconsin has been getting about 

three sightings per year. Cougars are a protected 



species in the Badger State. 

 

(Madison, WI)  --  Kraft-Heinz is eliminating 165 

white-collar jobs at the Oscar Mayer meat plant in 

Madison. It's part of a larger layoff of 25-hundred 

jobs nationally, as the two food giants streamline 

operations and cut costs after merging earlier this 

year. The firm filed a notice yesterday with the 

state, which confirms the jobs lost at Oscar Mayer. 

It says the layoffs began last month, and would 

continue through the end of August. Mayor Paul 

Soglin says he'll work with local-and-state agencies 

to help the affected workers find new jobs. Kraft-

Heinz also has a macaroni-and-cheese plant in 

Wausau, and the firm would not say if that plant's 

affected. 
 

  
A Shawano man’s body 
found in lake  News 8/14/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The body of a 79-year-old man was recovered 

today (Thursday) from a lake in Shawano County. 

A report came in yesterday (Wednesday) to the 

sheriff’s office of an empty boat on Lilly Lake, and 

the boat’s owner was then identified. The man’s 

wife had been away for a few days, and out of 

contact. Sonar and video equipment were used in 

the search, and Maynard Sohr’s body was found 

about mid-morning. 

 

A Marinette man has lost his bid to have his 

murder conviction and life prison sentence re-

considered. The Wisconsin Supreme Court says it 

will not review the case of Joseph Evans Junior of 

Marinette. The 50-year-old Evans is serving life 

behind bars, with no chance for a supervised 

release. A jury convicted him of first-degree 

intentional homicide for the 2008 slaying of his 40-

year-old wife Dina at a mobile home park in 

Marinette.  



 

You can expect to hear more in the next couple 

weeks about Governor Scott Walker's stands on 

national issues. The Republican presidential 

hopeful says he'll unveil policy positions soon on 

health care, national security, and other pressing 

issues among the 17 G-O-P candidates. Walker told 

reporters in Downers Grove, Illinois yesterday he 

expects to lay out his positions before the next G-

O-P debate September 16th at the Reagan 

Presidential Library near Los Angeles. 

 

Wisconsin gas prices have jumped by more than 

30-cents a gallon in the last two days. The Triple-

"A's" statewide average was almost 2.81 this 

morning for regular unleaded. That's 13-and-a-half 

cents more than yesterday at this time, and 23-cents 

more than Wednesday. It's all blamed on a 

breakdown at the B-P oil refinery in Whiting, 

Indiana, which might not get fixed for another 

week or two.  
 

  
K-9 dogs dying in hot 
cars  News  8/14/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Police agencies are reviewing their safety 

procedures for K-9 officers, after two of them died 

in hot squad cars in Sheboygan County and Texas. 

A three-year-old K-9 officer named Wix died in a 

Brown County sheriff's car this week, while his 

handler was on a security detail at the P-G-A 

Championship. The air conditioning system failed, 

along with an alarm system that was supposed to 

warn the officer that the dog could be in danger. In 

Wausau, Marathon County Sheriff Scott Parks says 

he has regular policies and procedures to deal with 

such malfunctions. Parks says he's curious to see 

the final report on the Brown County dog's death. 

At last word, officers were still trying to determine 

how long the car's A-C was out, and when its heat 



alarm system was last tested. 

 

The death of an Army reservist during a training 

exercise at Fort McCoy is under investigation. The 

soldier was found unresponsive yesterday 

(Wednesday) at a camp site where his unit was 

gathered for training. Officials at the base say the 

man was taken to Sparta Memorial Hospital, where 

he was later pronounced dead. His name has not 

been released, but authorities say he is from outside 

the area. About 13-thousand reservists and active 

duty soldiers train at the base in Monroe County. 

 

 Mother Nature has again been kind to the 

Wisconsin State Fair, as it enters the final weekend 

of its 11-day run in West Allis. Good weather the 

past two years has resulted in the fair's largest 

crowds since the 1960s. Also, youngsters who 

raised some of the top animals at the fair have 

received record amount of money for selling them. 

At this week's Governor's Blue Ribbon Livestock 

Auction, 25 animals went for a record 419-

thousand-750 dollars. That's almost 99-thousand 

dollars than last year's receipts, which were also a 

record. Lauren May of Mineral Point sold the 

Grand Champion Steer to Roundy's for 65-

thousand dollars. It will be a while before we find 

out the fair's total attendance. John Kay and 

Steppenwolf perform their 1970s rock hits tonight 

on the fair's main stage. 
 

  
Fire in Eagle River  NEWS 8/17/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A fully involved structure fire was 

reported early this morning in Eagle 

River.  The dispatch went out at 3:30 

for the blaze at Horant’s Garden 



Center on Pine Street.  Several other 

departments were called in to assist.  

No other information is available.   

The proper use of personal flotation 

devices and a quick response from 

emergency crews saved the lives of 

two Fox Valley men last night.  A 911 

called reported and overturned 

boat on Lake Mable in the Town of 

King, east of Tomahawk with two 

men in the water, one trapped 

under the boat.  Paramedic Shawn 

Black commandeered a nearby jon 

boat, paddling out to the men and 

brought them to shore.  The 59-year 

old DePere man and a 65-year old 

from Green Bay were both wearing 

life jackets when the elder man 

leaned over to wash his hands and 

the boat capsized.  Both refused 

medical transport.   

Members of the Menominee Indian 

Tribe will vote this week on whether 

marijuana should be legal for 

medicinal use.  Also on the ballot 

Wednesday and Thursday will be 

the question of legalizing marijuana 

for recreational use by anyone age 

21 or older.  The proposal follows the 



tribe's unsuccessful attempt to open 

a casino in Kenosha.  Tribal 

members over the age of 18 will be 

able to vote, with results expected 

to be announced Friday.  The result 

won't be conclusive.  It will simply be 

used to guide the tribe's nine-

member governing board as it 

decides whether marijuana should 

become a new business venture. 
 

 
Fire this morning in 
Eagle River  News 8/17/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Traffic on Hwy 70 into Eagle River 

was detoured nearly five hours this 

morning as several fire departments 

battled a blaze at Horant’s Garden 

Center.  The dispatch went out at 

3:30 this morning for a fully involved 

structure fire, which left the building 

badly damaged.  The highway 

reopened shortly before nine. 

Hoping to regain his standing in an 

important state, presidential 

candidate and Wisconsin Governor 

Scott Walker is in Iowa at the State 

Fair in Des Moines. Walker will seek 

to recover a position recently lost in 

the more modern format of a 

televised debate. For months the 

governor led his G-O-P rivals in the 

polls, but after a low-profile 



performance in the August 6th 

Republican debate in Cleveland, 

Walker fell to third place, behind 

Donald Trump and surgeon and 

author Ben Carson.  

Extra patrols are on the roads in 

many areas of central Wisconsin, 

watching for drivers under the 

influence. Officers are putting in 

overtime with funding from the 

Department of Transportation's 

Bureau of Transportation Safety. 

One of the areas is in Kronenwetter, 

and Captain Kevin Ostrowski says his 

officers are part of a regional task 

force looking for dangerous drivers 

throughout the year. He cautions 

drivers that, if they drink, to get a 

designated driver, take a cab, or 

take advantage of the many 

programs for getting home safely. 

Ostrowski also says his people are 

participating in a speed grant, to 

help people drive slower in 

construction zones. Fines double for 

speeding in construction zones. 
 

 
Wausau man in Oneida 
Co. jail after fleeing 
officers News 8/18/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Wausau man was in Oneida 

County Court yesterday after fleeing 

officers in Rhinelander.  37-year old 



Gabriel Bell has bench warrants for 

his arrest in several counties for 

resisting, fleeing an officer and 

possession of drug paraphernalia 

and was spotting in the city last 

week.  He was found at a home but 

fled in a car until he got stuck on a 

dirt road and took off into the 

woods.  He was caught a few 

minutes later.  He’s now facing more 

similar charges in addition to traffic 

offenses and is back in court 

tomorrow.   

The Eagle River fire department 

continues to go through what’s left 

of Horant’s Garden Center just west 

of the city on Hwy 70 after fire swept 

through the building early yesterday 

morning.  The family home is 

attached to the business and 

everyone got out safely just after 

3am.  The cause is still not known.   

Another fire, this one in Wausau 

around noon yesterday destroyed a 

unit at the Ponderosa Motel on 

Grand Avenue.  Smoke detectors 

alerted occupants and everyone 

got out safely.  The Red Cross set up 

a shelter for those displaced and 



are meeting today to discuss further 

plans.  Donations are also being 

brought to the Salvation Army of 

Wausau.  No word on a cause. 

More than two inches of rain fell in 

many locations across central and 

northern Wisconsin yesterday and 

more is on the way.  Early this 

morning a band of showers and 

storms covered the north and parts 

of the U.P. The fall-like pattern will 

last through tomorrow.  
 

 
Gov. Walker plans to 
unveil his speech News 8/18/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker unveiled his 

plan for replacing the Affordable 

Care Act early this morning, ahead 

of his first major policy speech in 

Minneapolis. The Republican 

presidential candidate released an 

outline of his plan, called the "Day 

One Patient Freedom Plan". It's 

based on repealing and replacing 

the Affordable Care Act. Walker's 

plan does not say how many 

people would have health 

insurance coverage, but it would 

extend refundable tax credits to 

help pay for private health 

insurance based on age instead of 

income. Walker would also 



restructure Medicaid and allow 

people to shop for insurance across 

state lines.  

 Wausau's public health and safety 

committee is moving forward with a 

revocation hearing against the It's 

Our Clubhouse bar. The move 

comes after a shooting at the bar 

last month, and police say they 

have dealt with over 40 calls to the 

bar after a previous 60-day 

suspension of the license. Neighbors 

complain the bar creates an unsafe 

and unwelcome influence in the 

neighborhood, including criminal 

property damage, littering, noise, 

fights, and gunfire. 

An area school district has bridged 

the gap for students that cannot 

complete computer-based 

homework because they don't have 

Internet service at home. The 

Stevens Point School District has 

used a grant from the Sentry 

Technology Initiative to purchase 

200 mobile broadband units, so 

students that need access can get 

it. The district has had a computer-

based learning program featuring 



laptops for five years, but there 

have been some issues with students 

who don't have access to the 

Internet once they leave the school.  
 

 
Oneida Co. board 
meeting News 8/19/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Being called courageous for even 

showing up, state senator Tom 

Tiffany addressed the Oneida 

County Board yesterday on issues in 

the new state budget, most notably 

his measure changing shoreland 

zoning.  The packed gallery and 

many board members criticized the 

Hazelhurst Republican for not only in 

their opinion weakening the 

county’s ability to protect its own 

lakes but the method of inserting the 

new rules without public hearings.  

Counties will no longer be able to 

have their own ordinances that are 

more stringent than the state rules.  

Tiffany said the law balances the 

protection of both the environment 

and people’s private property rights.  

Critics maintain it’s another attempt 

by the state to erode local controls.     

An Arbor Vitae woman, reported 

missing Monday was found  safe 

yesterday morning.  87-year old 

Ardyce Joski was last seen walking 



along Snyder Road Monday night 

and a neighbor early Tuesday heard 

her dog barking and checked on 

the home to find the lights on and 

the woman gone.  She was found 

several hours later near Vandercook 

Lake after authorities said she’d lost 

her way and knelt down by a tree to 

wait until someone found her.  Joski 

was taken to Howard Young 

Medical Center but reportedly in 

good condition.   

The Rhinelander School District will 

again receive $30,000 to fund the 

athletic trainer position created last 

year.  The grant amount is split 

between both the Ministry Medical 

Group and Aspirus Clinic.  The trainer 

is responsible for the student’s 

conditioning as well as the 

management, prevention and 

rehabilitation of athletic injuries.  

 
 

 
Stevens Point lowers the 
fine for small of amounts 
of marijuana News 8/19/15 12n,5p 1:30 

The Assembly Committee on Public 

Benefit Reform is considering a GOP 

bill banning anyone who repeatedly 

defrauds the state in order to 

receive unemployment insurance 

benefits, from receiving future 



benefits for a period of seven years. 

A state audit released earlier this 

year found 44-thousand cases of 

intentional unemployment fraud 

that cost the state 86-million dollars 

from 2011 to 2014.   But Democrats 

on the committee said many 

people who make simple mistakes 

on their forms will be penalized 

unnecessarily. They also want some 

distinction between lower and 

higher dollar fraud amounts. 

Stevens Point officials lowered the 

fine for first-time possession of small 

amounts of marijuana. The city 

council voted yesterday to drop the 

ordinance penalty from 300-dollars 

to 100-dollars, or the equivalent of 

an underage drinking fine. There 

were both supporters and 

opponents. Ben Kollock (COAL' lak) 

is in favor of the change, saying 

harmful drugs do exist in Stevens 

Point including heroin and cocaine. 

But because someone uses 

marijuana, that does not put them in 

that same category as a person 

who will steal or commit other 

crimes to get money for drugs. Pete 



Shuda spoke against the change, 

arguing his neighborhood already 

has a drug problem and this would 

make it worse. The change passed 

the council on a 7-4 vote. 

Kickoff for the Packers' second 

preseason game Sunday against 

Pittsburgh has been moved from 

6:00 p-m to 12:00 noon.  The 

transition comes because Major 

League Baseball moved the San 

Francisco Giants game against the 

Pittsburgh Pirates to Sunday night. 
 

Merrill police man pleads 
in case 
 News  8/20/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A not guilty plea in Lincoln County 

Court yesterday for a member of 

the Merrill Police and Fire 

Commission, charged for sexually 

assaulting a 17-year old girl.  46-year 

old David Hayes allegedly forced 

the girl to perform a sex act after 

attending a picnic in 2012.  The 

incident wasn’t reported until last 

August when her father called 

police.  In court yesterday, Hayes 

testified there was a high level of 

alcohol involved and didn’t 

remember much.  Judge Greg Grau 

ruled there was enough evidence to 

go to trial and Hayes is back in court 



next month.  His $10,000 bond was 

continued.   

In Marathon County Court, 29-year 

old Aaron Ebensperger of Wausau 

was bound over for arraignment 

and trial, charged with multiple 

felonies and traffic offenses after 

fleeing police.  Two weeks ago 

Ebensperger was reportedly 

involved in a domestic disturbance  

when authorities arrived and he 

took off in a truck and struck 

another vehicle while weaving 

through traffic on Grand Avenue at 

high speed.  He was arrested at a 

home several hours later.   

Lawmakers in Madison want an 

investigation on the likelihood of 

price gouging by British Petroleum in 

the wake of an unexpected refinery 

shutdown.  Attorney General Brad 

Schimel’s been asked to look into 

the increase in gas prices that 

affected Wisconsin, going up over a 

dollar at the pump in some places 

within a day, despite a rapid fall in 

oil prices.  The timing of the 

shutdown has been called 



“suspicious”, since BP recently 

completed a multi-billion dollar 

renovation of the facility.   

 

 
Motorcycleist taken to 
hospitable following 
accident News 8/20/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A motorcyclist was taken to St. 

Mary’s Hospital in Rhinelander this 

morning following an accident on 

Hwy 17 and Northshore Drive.  The 

accident happened shortly after 7 

when the bike and a pickup 

collided.  The Oneida County 

Sheriff’s department and city police 

responded but have no further 

details.   

Wisconsin will pay a Spanish 

manufacturer nearly 10-million 

dollars to settle a lawsuit over high-

speed trains. Yesterday the 

manufacturer, Talgo’s, attorneys 

filed a court document asking a 

Dane County Circuit Court judge to 

dismiss the case. The parties entered 

mediation in July, and negotiated 

the settlement from there, ending 

an almost three-year legal battle 

between Talgo and Wisconsin. The 

state contracted with Talgo after 

receiving federal funding for a high-

speed rail line under then-Governor 



Jim Doyle. But Governor Scott 

Walker decided to drop the rail 

project after he was elected, 

leading to the lawsuit. 

In the past two years, Crivitz High 

School Athletic Director Jeff 

Dorschner has disciplined several 

student athletes for drug code 

violations. The trend led him to 

develop the northeast Wisconsin 

school’s new plan to randomly 

select students for drug testing 

starting this fall. He said he’s noticed 

a growing drug problem in 

Marinette county, and the high 

school, and decided it was 

important to do something about it. 

Earlier this year, the school board 

passed the policy unanimously.  The 

hospital will receive a list of student 

identification numbers with names 

withheld and randomly select 10 

students a month for testing, 

amounting to about 90 tests each 

school year.  
 

 
Rhinelander man in 
sexual assault case 
pleads News 8/21/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Accused of repeatedly sexually 

abusing a child, 66-year old Michael 

Winkler, Sr of Rhinelander pleaded 

not guilty yesterday and waived his 



preliminary hearing in Oneida 

County Court.  Judge Patrick 

O’Melia found probable cause in 

the case exists and bound Winkler 

over for trial.  The alleged crime 

dates back to the mid-90s.  His 

$30,000 bond was continued and 

Winkler is due back in court October 

6th.   

Another assault case has 41-year old 

Monte Bartelt court.  The Three Lakes 

man appeared via video yesterday 

from jail before Judge O’Melia, 

charged with the repeated sexual 

assault of a 14-year old.  He waived 

the preliminary hearing and remains 

in the Oneida County jail on $20,000 

cash bond.  He’s also back in court 

in October. 

The driver of a pickup is in the 

hospital this morning after rolling his 

truck in a Marathon County 

accident.  Police reported the crash 

shortly before midnight east of 

Arrowhead Trail on Ringle Avenue.  

The injuries are not serious.     

The James Beck Cancer Center 

hosted its eighth annual Celebration 

of Life last night, honoring those 



whose life has been touched by the 

disease.  The event, at Ministry St. 

Mary’s Hospital in Rhinelander 

reminds people those affected and 

survived go onto live active and 

productive lives.   

A Marquette University Law School 

poll yesterday has Governor Scott 

Walker leading the field of 

Republican presidential candidates 

in Wisconsin.  The poll has Walker 

with 25 percent support among 

Republican primary voters, with Ben 

Carson second and Donald Trump 

third. 
 

 
Wis. Vaccine laws News 8/21/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin’s laws regarding 

vaccinations are among the least 

effective in the nation, contributing 

to lower immunization rates and 

increased outbreaks of preventable 

diseases like whooping cough and 

measles. This comes from a new 

study out of the University of 

Georgia. The study’s co-author, 

David Bradford, found higher rates 

of pertussis, or whooping cough, in 

nine states, including Wisconsin, that 

allowed religious and philosophical 

exemptions and used a 



standardized exemption form.  The 

Wisconsin Medical Society wants 

lawmakers to eliminate religious and 

moral exemptions for vaccinating 

children. 

Anglers are angry over a move by 

the Department of Natural 

Resources to sell one-thousand 

acres of state-owned land that 

contain several spring-fed ponds 

with native brook trout populations. 

The ponds in Langlade County are 

small but ecologically significant. 

They're fed by rich sources of 

groundwater that sustain the fish 

and neighboring streams, rivers and 

lakes. The D-N-R recently posted 13 

properties on its website that 

contain the small ponds. They're 

among 118 parcels the agency 

could sell to private parties, or other 

units of government. The driving 

force is a legislative directive to put 

10-thousand acres of state-owned 

land up for sale by 2017. 

Republican presidential front runner 

Donald Trump’s campaign hopes a 

speech next week near the state 



border lures Wisconsin voters to 

become supporters. Trump will 

speak in Dubuque Tuesday night, 

and his Iowa campaign director is 

hoping Wisconsin voters will take the 

opportunity to come and hear what 

he has to say. Trump will speak on 

immigration, abortion, and the 

military, among other issues. 

 

Motorcycle accident has 
two people hospitalized 
 News 8/24/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A motorcycle accident Saturday 

afternoon has two people 

hospitalized.  A 911 call to the Vilas 

County Sheriff’s department 

reported the crash near Boat Sport 

Marine on the Hwy 70 bridge, east 

of Eagle River.  The driver of the bike 

was thrown off the machine, falling 

30-feet into the lake below and was 

rescued by a nearby boater.  A 

passenger fell off on the bridge and 

was taken to Eagle River Memorial 

Hospital.  The driver was flown to 

Aspirus Hospital in Wausau.  The 

extent of the injuries and names 

have not yet been released.   

Another motorcycle accident 

Saturday, this one in Oneida County 

injured the driver.  Traveling on Hwy 



17, the southbound bike reportedly 

sideswiped a car making a turn.  No 

word on the driver’s condition. 

One man was shot by Wausau 

Police responding to a burglary call.  

Several officers were dispatched to 

a home on south first avenue late 

Saturday afternoon for a burglary in 

progress.  Once inside, one of the 

officers encountered a suspect with 

a handgun.  Investigators have not 

said whether the other man fired or 

if there was a physical or verbal 

exchange between the two.  The 

suspect was hospitalized with non-

life threatening injuries.  The officer is 

on administrative leave, which is 

protocol following such incidents.   

While there’s still no official word 

from the Green Bay Packers, it 

appears wide receiver Jordy Nelson 

could be out for the season with a 

knee injury.  Sources report a torn 

ACL and Nelson is getting tested 

today to confirm it or not.  The Pack 

lost to Pittsburgh yesterday 24-19. 
 

 
State spends on high 
speed internet for rural 
areas News 8/24/15 12n,5p 1:30 

The state government has tripled 

what it spends to help provide high-

speed Internet service to rural areas. 



The new state budget includes one-

and-a-half million dollars a year to 

help Web providers offer 

broadband service. That's up from a 

half-million in the last fiscal 

year, when the total funding 

requested was almost four times the 

amount available. Three of last 

year's seven recipients were from 

Vilas County.  Carl Ruedebusch of 

the county's Economic 

Development Corporation says 

more high-speed service would 

encourage summer residents to stay 

longer -- and encourage more 

people to move to the region to 

start businesses, for which 

broadband is critical. Some 

providers say it's not fair for 

government to get involved, but 

others say the funding serves areas 

where it's not feasible for a 

company to put in broadband. 

Applications for next year are due 

September 30th to the state Public 

Service Commission.  In related news 

several communities across the 

north are receiving a survey for 

expanding coverage through 



Rhinelander-based Grow North 

Regional Economic Development. 

Visitors to northern Wisconsin are 

stocking up their cabins for the 

hunting and fall color seasons. And 

once they head home, those cabins 

become prime targets for burglars 

and thieves. Lincoln County has 

already had such a case. Deputies 

said thieves broke a gate chain 

near Merrill where they kicked in a 

garage door and stole some power 

equipment.  Authorities advise not 

leaving valuables like weapons, 

hunting gear, TV’s and generators in 

homes or cabins if they’re going to 

be left unattended for any length of 

time.   
 

 
Investigation continues 
in Wausau in shooting at 
burglary  News 8/25/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The state justice department 

continues its investigation into the 

shooting of a burglary suspect by a 

Wausau police officer Saturday.  

Four officers responded to a break 

in at a home on Wausau’s west side 

when they encountered a man with 

a hand gun.  Still no details on how 

the incident happened, with the 

suspect in stable condition.  The 



officer is on administrative leave.   

A 39-year-old West Coast man was 

convicted yesterday of sexually 

assaulting a 12-year-old girl at her 

home in rural Wausau after meeting 

her online. In a plea deal, Praveen 

Kharb of San Diego pleaded no 

contest to first-degree sexual assault 

of a child, and seven counts of 

possession of child pornography.  

Several other charges were 

dismissed.  Kharb will be sentenced 

November 17th. 

Drivers can expect more traffic 

delays on Hwy 8 this week as 

construction crews continue work 

west of Rhinelander.  Widening of 

the pavement and new culverts are 

in and 11-miles of new surface is 

being placed east of Hwy 51.  The 

work will stretch into October.  In 

Woodruff, Hwy 51 between County J 

and Hwy 47 will be down to one 

southbound lane today as utility 

crews are making repairs.  Things 

should be back to normal by 

tomorrow.   

With 27 years of trial experience, 



Stevens Point attorney Robert 

Shannon was appointed a circuit 

court judge in Portage County.  

Governor Scott Walker made the 

announcement yesterday in 

replacing the recently retired 

Judge, John Finn.   

 Packers wide receiver Jordy Nelson 

is out for the season with "a 

significant right knee injury" from 

Sunday's exhibition loss at Pittsburgh. 

 

 
Suspect in custody for 
property crimes News 8/25/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A suspect is in custody following an 

investigation into numerous property 

crimes in the Lincoln County towns 

of Corning, Rock Falls and Scott.  A 

29-year old Wausau man faces 13 

felony counts of burglary.  Sheriff’s 

detectives discovered a stolen 

firearm was pawned at a store in 

Wausau and linked to the suspect, 

who may also be responsible for five 

more burglaries in Marathon 

County.  They also recovered more 

than $6000 in stolen property.  No 

court date is set yet. 

 A mental health patient in 

Marshfield is under arrest, after he 

allegedly escaped a facility in a 



stolen car and crashed it two hours 

later. Police say 30-year-old Jason 

Spindler got behind the wheel of an 

unlocked vehicle with its motor 

running about 3:30 yesterday 

afternoon. Officials say he crashed 

the car in Jackson County, where 

sheriff's deputies took him into 

custody. 

 Governor Scott Walker says 

President Obama should cancel an 

official visit by China's president next 

month.  The Republican presidential 

hopeful was responding to major 

declines in the U-S stock market, 

amid concerns about China's 

economic slowdown. Instead of 

honoring China's president with an 

official state visit, Walker says 

Obama should hold the 

nation accountable for what he 

calls "increasing attempts to 

undermine U-S interests."  

The state's largest annual farm 

opened today near Sun Prairie. 

Wisconsin Farm Technology Days 

are being held through Thursday at 

the Stats Brothers' farm. The show 

features numerous demonstrations 



involving the latest in rural 

technology and more.  More than 

600 commercial and educational 

exhibitors are featured. 
 

 
DNR plans to breach a 
dam News 8/26/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The DNR plans to breach the Little 

Falls Dam in Northwestern Wisconsin, 

citing safety and code compliance 

concerns for the structure, originally 

built in the late 1800s.  A complete 

drawdown of Little Falls lake began 

in June but the wet summer has 

slowed the progress.  The agency, 

as soon as a contractor can be 

found, will drain the lake, allowing 

the Willow River to flow through the 

lake bed.  The drawdown is 

intended to be finished by late fall 

with the project expected to take 

several years. 

Lt. Governor Rebecca Kleefisch will 

be in Eagle River tomorrow along 

with four county economic 

development executive directors to 

tour the two Vilas County business 

incubators.  She makes the stop at 

the invitation of state representative 

Rob Swearingen.  Earlier this month 

Kleefisch made a swing through the 

north focusing on business in 



advance of the small business 

summit next month in Eau Claire.  

The state cabinet will be on the 

road to meet with business owners 

looking for ways to position this end 

of the state for better economic 

growth.   

The Hodag Schools Foundation 

celebrates the renovations at Mike 

Webster Stadium at tomorrow 

night’s Rhinelander football game.  

The complex was in sad shape for 

years with poor lighting, an unusable 

track and other problems.  The 

foundation donated over $312,000 

to update the complex that 

included a new scoreboard, wider 

track infield allowing soccer as well 

as football games, new track 

surface and lights.  Future plans 

include a new concession stand, 

restrooms, storage and team 

facilities.   
 

 
Wisconsin business to 
make military vehicles News 8/26/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin's maker of military vehicles 

is gearing up for its largest contract 

ever. The Oshkosh Corporation beat 

out three other companies 

yesterday to produce a new type of 

armored truck that replaces the 



standard Humvee troop carriers. The 

Army plans to buy up to 50-

thousand of the new vehicles, and 

the Marines will get up to 55-

hundred by 2040. The initial contract 

is worth six-point-seven billion dollars. 

It could go as high as 30-billion. The 

first order is for 17-thousand vehicles. 

They'll start being shipped in 2017. 

 Wisconsin still has the nation's 

second-highest scores on the A-C-T 

college entrance exam. According 

to state officials, seniors who took 

the exam this spring averaged a 

composite score of 22-point-two of 

a possible 36. That's the same as a 

year ago, and it ties Wisconsin with 

Iowa for the second, a half-point 

behind top-scoring Minnesota. 

Seventy-three percent of Wisconsin 

grads took the A-C-T, compared to 

59-percent nationally. 

 Wisconsin gas prices are 18-cents 

cheaper than a week ago, as a B-P 

refinery in Whiting, Indiana returns to 

full production. State motorists were 

jolted earlier this month when prices 

for regular unleaded jumped by 

more than 30-cents in just two days, 



and were as high as 2.95-a-gallon a 

week ago. This morning, the Triple-

"A" reported a statewide average of 

2.77 -- still 22-cents higher than the 

national average.  Wisconsin Triple-

"A" expects prices to fall closer to 

the norm, as the refinery increases 

fuel supplies.  Before the 

breakdown, gas prices were falling 

in the midst of record-low crude oil 

costs. 
 

 
Pilot of crop duster dies News 8/27/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The pilot of a crop dusting died in a 

crash yesterday near Hancock.  The 

Waushara County Sheriff’s 

Department reported the incident 

shortly after 1:00 in a wooded area 

where a large amount of chemical 

aboard the plane was spilled, 

causing problems for first responders 

to the scene.  The DNR and 

Wisconsin Dept of Agriculture 

assisted with the cleanup while the 

FAA and National Transportation 

Safety Board investigate the crash.   

Wausau police called to a domestic 

disturbance ended up in a standoff 

lasting several hours last night.  

Neighbors alerted authorities to a 



man seen with a handgun at a 

house on the 100 block of 7th street, 

and the presence of an eight-month 

old baby.  The couple inside didn’t 

answer the door when officers 

arrived early last night.  A SWAT 

team was able to get the mother 

out of the house but the man 

remained inside with the infant.  An 

armored vehicle arrived at 8pm, 

using loudspeakers to urge the man 

to surrender.  Just before 10 the man 

emerged with the child and was 

arrested.  Police were sent originally 

for felony warrants.    

Governor Scott Walker's 

administration plans to post armed 

security guards at the entrances to 

the state Department of Justice's 

Madison headquarters. The guards 

go on duty beginning September 

first.  A guard has been stationed at 

a desk in the main lobby entrance, 

but without a weapon. A State 

Department of Administration 

spokesman says the move is part of 

a "security upgrade" for the facility, 

and not a response to any specific 

threat. 



Wis. Residents injured in 
crash in Vermont 
 News 8/27/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A 23-year-old man pleads innocent 

in a crash in Vermont that left two 

northern Wisconsin motorcyclists 

without parts of their limbs. One of 

her neighbors says Lisa O'Keefe of 

Mason in Bayfield County had 

several surgeries, losing her left. Her 

husband, Dale O'Keefe, lost his left 

foot and was released from a 

hospital.  The crash happened July 

14th in Bethel, Vermont.  Authorities 

say Gustavo Chang of Manchester, 

New Hampshire just bought an 

older-model car that crossed a 

center line and hit the O'Keefe's 

oncoming Harley. 

Parts of Wisconsin get close to 80-

degrees today, busting out of a 

record cold spell with near-freezing 

temperatures.  It was 33 at Land 

O'Lakes at five this morning, coldest 

spot in the country. Other parts of 

Vilas and Lincoln counties were also 

in the 30s. Another warm stretch 

begins Sunday, with the 80's 

returning for much of next week. 

Forecasters say it will stay dry for 

most of that time, except for rain 

tonight and tomorrow. Parts of the 



state's mid-section had their coldest 

highs on record earlier this week. It 

never got above 57 in Stevens Point 

both Monday and Tuesday. That 

broke records which dated back to 

1940. 

It was 25 years ago today when 

electric guitar legend Stevie Ray 

Vaughan and four others died in a 

helicopter crash after a show at 

Alpine Valley near East Troy. The 35-

year-old Vaughan had just 

performed with Eric Clapton when 

one of four choppers heading to 

Chicago crashed into a ski slope, 

less than a half-mile after takeoff. 
 

 
Victim in crop duster 
crash i.d.ed News 8/28/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Waushara County sheriff’s 

department identified 38-year old 

Robert Dopp of Beldenville, WI as 

the pilot of a crop dusting plane 

that crashed Wednesday afternoon.  

Federal officials are looking into the 

cause of the accident in a wooded 

area near Hancock. 

Two people were found dead inside 

a car that crashed into a Green Bay 

tire shop early yesterday morning.  

Hernandez Auto and Tire was 



already engulfed in flames when 

firefighters arrived.   

Congressman Sean Duffy was in 

Wausau yesterday meeting with 

leaders of the National 

Convenience Store Association and 

weighed in on the early happenings 

in the presidential race, saying 

governor Scott Walker is going to do 

incredibly well in the crowded 

candidate field.  The 7th District 

Republican said while front-runner 

Donald Trump has ignited debate 

on issues, he’s a bomb thrower with 

no real solutions for America’s 

problems.   

It’s strange seeing the derby track in 

Eagle River without snow, but that’s 

the venue this weekend as the first 

UTV/ATV World Championship derby 

is held at the famed oval.  Track 

vice president Russ Davis says 

everything is ready and fans can 

watch all the events because they 

take place right in the bowl.  More 

than a dozen manufacturers will be 

on hand as will vendors, dealers and 

other exhibitors through Sunday.  



The city is seeing an economic 

boost already as machines are now 

allowed to drive into the downtown 

area.  Competitors are on site from 

all over the country for the big 

money prizes with drivers as young 

as seven years old.  The event opens 

at nine this morning. 

 

 
A  Wausau company 
plans to open another 
business in company.  News 8/28/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A hardwood molding company 

near Wausau plans to expand in 

Kentucky. Governor Steve Beshear 

says Menzner Lumber-and-Supply 

will spend two-point-six million dollars 

and create 90 jobs at a former 

lumber plant in Somerset Kentucky. 

The Bluegrass State has given 

preliminary approval of a million 

dollars in tax incentives for the 

project. Menzner Hardwoods is 

based in Marathon City, west of 

Wausau. Beshear says the company 

has production contraints at its main 

plant, and the Kentucky location will 

allow the business to grow. 

An Eau Claire native who went to 

Mississippi to help Hurricane Katrina 

victims has stayed there, and found 

a new calling. Thirty-four year old 



Julie Kuklinski is now the director of 

Women In Construction, a group 

that trains low-income women for 

living-wage careers in building 

trades. More than 250 women have 

graduated from 25 classes the 

program has held since 2008. 

Kuklinski says she always wanted to 

help people -- but didn't know how. 

She was among thousands of 

volunteers who helped New Orleans 

and surrounding areas rebuild, after 

Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast a 

decade ago this week. 

 Gas prices in Wisconsin are 

expected to drop in the next few 

weeks as a major Indiana oil 

refinery, the seventh largest in the 

country, goes back online. 

According to Gasbuddy.com, 

stations around Wisconsin are 

already starting to see lower 

wholesale prices. British Petroleum 

announced that a crude distillation 

unit at its Whiting, Indiana refinery is 

back online after a two-week 

outage. Analysts expect prices 

lower, possibly under two dollars a 

gallon by Christmas. 
 



A Goodman man dies in 
ATV crash 
 News 8/31/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 23-year old man died in a 

weekend ATV crash.  The Forest 

County Sheriff’s Department 

reported the accident just before 

11, Saturday morning in Wabeno.  

The unidentified driver, from 

Goodman,  was pronounced dead 

at the scene.  No other information 

is available.   

Officials in Wausau are looking into 

the cause of a fire early this morning 

at the former Sav-O-Supply 

warehouse on first street.  Firefighters 

got the call shortly before two to the 

vacant building and quickly 

controlled the blaze outside in the 

back of the building, causing 

minimal damage.  Investigators say 

the incident is suspicious. 

Another fire, this one early yesterday 

morning heavily damaged a 

garage on the 100 block of Pleasant 

Street.  Shortly before 1:30 firefighters 

made quick work of the fire that 

had already engulfed the building. 

The Oneida County Health 

department will continue testing the 

Crescent water spring for bacteria.  

The popular spring’s been closed 



the past couple weeks because, for 

the second time this summer, 

bacteria was discovered.  Officials 

speculate the aging concrete spring 

box may have to be replaced.  If 

these next tests come up negative, 

the spring may be open by the end 

of the week. 

World Champions were crowned in 

Eagle River yesterday as the Trig’s 

Smokehouse UTV/ATV championship 

derby wrapped up its inaugural 

year.  Cody Jansen of Kaukana took 

the ATV honors while the Fox Valley’s 

Zac Zakowski took the UTV prize.  

Organizers of the first time event said 

they’re already working on a bigger 

and better event for next year.    
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1

st
 day of schools for most 

around the state News 9/1/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

It’s the first day of school for 

most Wisconsin K-12 districts. 



And while drivers are urged 

to watch for children in the 

streets, police will watch the 

motorists to make sure they 

do. Last year, almost 800 

tickets were issued in 

Wisconsin for failing to stop 

for school buses flashing 

their lights when picking up 

or dropping off kids. State 

law requires motorists to stop 

both ways for a stopped 

bus. 

 As gas prices go down, the 

numbers of Labor Day 

travelers will go up in 

Wisconsin. The state's Triple-

"A" says about 760-thousand 

residents plan to go at least 

50-miles one way this 

weekend. That's almost two-

percent more than a year 

ago. The Triple-"A's" 

statewide price for regular 

unleaded is 2.62-a-gallon 

this morning.  

Governor Scott Walker's 

latest idea on immigration is 

to build a wall separating 



the United States and 

Canada and reactions from 

fellow politicians have not 

been positive. Democratic 

Vermont Senator Patrick 

Leahy said it’s "one of the 

craziest" ideas of the 

presidential campaign. Mike 

Murphy, head of the Right to 

Rise super PAC supporting 

Jeb Bush, says on Twitter 

Walker is distracted by 

focusing on building the wall 

on the northern border. 

Kentucky Senator Rand Paul 

called it a "pretty dumb 

idea". Walker said on N-B-C's 

"Meet the Press" on Sunday 

that the issue of border 

security in the north had 

been raised by law 

enforcement officials during 

a recent town hall meeting 

in New Hampshire.  Walker 

spokeswoman AshLee 

Strong said Monday that 

Walker's comments on the 

issue had been 

misinterpreted. 
 



  
Scott Walkers presidential 
campaign  News 9/1/15 12n,5p 1:30 

  Lobbyists have asked state 

officials if they can give 

money to Governor Scott 

Walker's White House 

campaign -- and if so, when. 

The state Government 

Accountability Board 

considers the question 

today. Director Kevin 

Kennedy says his staff does 

not have recommendations, 

but something needs to be 

in place soon for the 2016 

contest. Lobbyists can give 

to candidates for state 

offices -- but only during an 

election year, after the first 

day nomination papers can 

be circulated. But Kennedy 

says there's no similar 

"triggering event" on the 

national level, because 

major-party hopefuls don't 

file papers. Kennedy 

says lobbyists need to have 

their free-speech rights 

recognized with some kind 

of donation period.  

Hunting for mourning doves, 



early Canadian geese, and 

teal opened today. This is 

the 13th year of the 

controversial mourning dove 

hunt. Opponents said it 

wasn't right to kill what was 

declared in 1971 as 

Wisconsin's official symbol of 

peace. Supporters, 

however, said hunters would 

hardly put a dent in the 

dove population -- and 

they've been right. The D-N-

R says only eight-to-15 

percent the doves that die 

in the Eastern U-S are the 

result of hunting. The 

mourning dove season runs 

through November 29th. The 

early goose season ends 

September 15th. The 

experimental teal-only duck 

hunt runs through Labor Day. 

The Vilas County Chamber 

has a new event 

coordinator.  Patti Gill was 

the president of the 

headwaters youth soccer 

association where she 



continues with many 

activities.  Originally from 

Racine, Gill joined the staff 

yesterday and has already 

begun putting some new 

ideas into play. 
 

  
Shooting in Marathon Co.  News 9/2/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A shooting late last night in 

Marathon County.  Sheriff’s 

deputies, investigating the 

incident in the town of Wein, 

were assisting officers from 

Clark County in locating a 

vehicle involved in a 

reported shooting earlier in 

the day.  The vehicle was 

found but the armed 

suspect took off, to be 

discovered later in the back 

of a semi-trailer where he 

shot himself.  No other 

information is available. 

Marijuana is still illegal in 

Wisconsin, but cities across 

the state are slowly relaxing 

penalties against people 

caught with small amounts. 

A Gannett Central Wisconsin 

Media review found that 

nine of the state's 10 largest 



cities have decriminalized 

simple possession. Madison 

and Milwaukee were 

among the first cities in 

Wisconsin to reform their 

ordinances on marijuana. 

Stevens Point is the most 

recent municipality in 

central Wisconsin to adopt 

and then modify its 

ordinance. Last month, the 

city cut the fine for first-time 

marijuana offenders to 100 

dollars. Some law 

enforcement officials don't 

support decriminalization, 

because they believe 

marijuana can lead users to 

harder drugs. But 

decriminalization advocates 

think lesser penalties for 

those caught with marijuana 

allow them to be treated 

like other minor offenders. 

A warning from the Vilas 

County Sheriff’s department 

about a scam involving the 

popular Publisher’s Clearing 

House.  It’s sweepstakes time 



and if you’re contacted via 

phone or email by someone 

indicating you’ve won a 

prize and asks for a 

payment, don’t.  The 

company stresses they ask 

nothing of their participants 

and you’ll know if you won.   
 

  
Man kills himself News 9/2/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 A man shot himself instead 

of surrendering to sheriff's 

deputies for a shooting 

incident in central Wisconsin. 

Broadcast reports say the 

suspect has died. Marathon 

County officers say they 

found a man wanted for an 

incident earlier yesterday in 

nearby Clark County. They 

stopped his 

vehicle between Athens 

and Edgar -- and while they 

waited for backup officers 

to help approach the 

suspect, he ran off into a 

wooded area. Deputies and 

a K-9 officer spent an hour 

tracking the man. They 

found him in the back of a 

semi-trailer. Deputies say 



they told the suspect to put 

down a gun -- and instead 

of following orders, he shot 

himself. Outside agencies 

are being called in to 

investigate. The suspect's 

name and details of the 

Clark County shooting have 

not been released. 

 Marshfield Clinic is speeding 

up its plans for a new 

hospital in its hometown. 

Wisconsin's largest private 

medical group first said it 

would open its new facility in 

2018, competing with 

Ministry Health Care in the 

city of 20-thousand. But now, 

the clinic says it will start 

offering in-patient services 

by the middle of next year in 

its east wing. The clinic 

expects Ministry to stop 

offering certain types of 

specialty care in Marshfield. 

Clinic C-E-O Susan Turney 

says it's vital patients have 

access to specialty care 

close to home, and that's 



why her group is moving into 

that area.  The two health 

care providers are at odds in 

the Lakeland area as well 

with Marshfield looking at a 

major expansion across from 

Ministry’s Howard Young 

Medical Center. 

 

 

  
Woman injured in van roll-
over 
 News 9/3/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The head of a group 

supporting private school 

vouchers says opponents 

need to suggest reforms, not 

just complain about how 

much taxpayers spend.  

That's according to Jim 

Bender of School Choice 

Wisconsin, after the non-

partisan Legislative Fiscal 

Bureau said tax money for 

the voucher program rose 

seven times as quickly as 

state aid to public schools 

since 2011.  Funding for 

voucher kids jumped by 77-

percent since the G-O-P 

took control of state 

government and expanded 



the choice program.   State 

dollars for K-to-12 youngsters 

rose only 11-percent in that 

period.  The analysis  comes 

as Republican Governor 

Scott Walker touts private 

school choice in his 

campaign for the White 

House.  Shilling says 

statewide teacher shortages 

and a shrinking middle class 

highlight the need for more 

investments in public 

schools.  Bender says 

voucher funds represent 

only five-percent of all K-to-

12 dollars. 

A woman was injured 

yesterday afternoon after 

rolling her van to avoid a 

parked car.  Wausau police 

reported the accident 

around 3:00 near the corner 

of third avenue and 

sherman street.   

Wisconsin's bear hunting 

season begins next week, 

running through Oct. 13.  



DNR officials say they've 

issued a record 10,690 

permits.   DNR Large 

Carnivore Specialist Dave 

McFarland says the hunter 

success rate is typically 

about 44 percent, or about 

4,700 bears killed.  Successful 

hunters for the first time will 

be required to submit a bear 

tooth to the DNR in lieu of 

registering their kills at 

registration stations. The 

agency plans to use the 

teeth to build models to help 

estimate the size of 

Wisconsin's bear population. 
 

  
Arbor Vitae home burned  News 9/3/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 A family in Arbor Vitae 

made it out of their home 

early this morning before it 

was destroyed by fire.  The 

Vilas County Sheriff’s 

Department got the 911 call 

reporting the blaze around 

4:00 on the 2000 block of 

Soik Road.  The people 

inside said they smelled 

smoke and found flames 

coming through one of the 



walls, then tried to put it out 

before escaping.  No one 

was hurt.   

Almost 25-hundred 

Wisconsin electric customers 

were still in the dark this 

morning in the aftermath of 

heavy thunderstorms, the 

most outages, around 16-

hundred in Waupaca 

County. This wave of 

weather followed storms 

yesterday that dumped over 

3-and-a-half inches of water 

on Chippewa Falls and 

quarter-sized hail near Tipler 

in Florence county.  Off and 

on storms are predicted into 

the holiday weekend.   

For the last five years, August 

has been the deadliest 

month on Wisconsin roads, 

and this year is no 

exception. Sixty-one people 

were killed in traffic crashes 

last month, according to 

preliminary figures from the 

state D-O-T. But this August 

was safer than last, with 



seven fewer deaths.  

Beginning next week the 

route between Highways 51 

and 47 north of Minocqua 

gets slowed down.  Work on 

Hwy J begins next week and 

will tie up traffic for several 

months.  The popular 

shortcut won’t be closed but 

officials hope drivers will 

avoid the area.  The $1.1-

million dollar project 

includes news storm sewers, 

curb and gutter, bike lanes 

and a wider profile.   

Nobody won the Powerball 

jackpot last night, so it goes 

up to 133-million dollars for 

Saturday. 

 

 

  
West Nile virus found in 
Vilas Co.  News 9/4/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Vilas County Health 

Department reports a case 

of the West Nile Virus as 

found in a dead crow.  

Officials stress the need for 

people to prevent mosquito 

bites, the primary source of 



the virus.  Authorities say it’s 

rare to get seriously ill but 

last year six people in the 

state were sick enough to 

seek treatment.    

 

One person was hurt and 

the driver cited for 

inattentive driving in a crash 

yesterday near Sugar Camp.  

Their pickup failed to make 

the curve near the corner of 

highways D and H.  The 

accident was reported 

around noon.  Another one 

vehicle accident call came 

in at 3:00 on Hwy G and Blue 

Point Road east of 

Rhinelander where a car 

missed a curve.  No one was 

hurt.   

 

A Wisconsin company is 

recalling roughly 89-

thousand pounds of pork 

sausage patties, after 

officials say consumers 

complained of finding small 

pieces of metal, although 



no injuries or illness have 

been reported.  Johnsonville 

Grillers Cheddar Cheese & 

Bacon Flavor, and have a 

"best flavor by" date of 

December 29th and should 

be either thrown away or 

returned. 

 

The official end to the 

summer season has 

thousands of people spread 

across the north, closing up 

cabins, spending these last 

few days on the water and 

taking in two popular 

events.  Downtown 

Rhinelander hosts the third 

annual PotatoFest with 

activities beginning tonight 

and running through Sunday 

while the crowds in Crandon 

take in the 46th running of 

the championships at the 

Crandon International Off 

Road Raceway.   
 

  
Person injured  in car 
accident in Sugar Camp News 9/4/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 The Vilas County Health 

Department reports a case 

of the West Nile Virus as 



found in a dead crow.  

Officials stress the need for 

people to prevent mosquito 

bites, the primary source of 

the virus.  Authorities say it’s 

rare to get seriously ill but 

last year six people in the 

state were sick enough to 

seek treatment.    

 

One person was hurt and 

the driver cited for 

inattentive driving in a crash 

yesterday near Sugar Camp.  

Their pickup failed to make 

the curve near the corner of 

highways D and H.  The 

accident was reported 

around noon.  Another one 

vehicle accident call came 

in at 3:00 on Hwy G and Blue 

Point Road east of 

Rhinelander where a car 

missed a curve.  No one was 

hurt.   

 

A Wisconsin company is 

recalling roughly 89-

thousand pounds of pork 



sausage patties, after 

officials say consumers 

complained of finding small 

pieces of metal, although 

no injuries or illness have 

been reported.  Johnsonville 

Grillers Cheddar Cheese & 

Bacon Flavor, and have a 

"best flavor by" date of 

December 29th and should 

be either thrown away or 

returned. 

 

The official end to the 

summer season has 

thousands of people spread 

across the north, closing up 

cabins, spending these last 

few days on the water and 

taking in two popular 

events.  Downtown 

Rhinelander hosts the third 

annual PotatoFest with 

activities beginning tonight 

and running through Sunday 

while the crowds in Crandon 

take in the 46th running of 

the championships at the 

Crandon International Off 



Road Raceway.   
 
 
 
 

  
Labor Day Monday News 9/7/1`5 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A Republican lawmaker is 

pushing a bill that would 

ensure high-capacity well 

owners could replace, repair 

or sell their wells without 

state approval.  Sen. Rick 

Gudex of Fond du Lac, says 

the bill is a reaction to an 

administrative law judge's 

ruling last year requiring the 

DNR to consider the 

cumulative effects of high-

capacity wells on 

groundwater. He says the bill 

ensures the DNR can't apply 

that new standard to 

approved wells.  The League 

of Conservation Voters 

opposes the measure, 

saying it would ensure well 

approvals never get 

reviewed. 

A circuit judge will 

determine the value of a 



nuclear power plant which 

hasn't generated electricity 

the last two years.  Dominion 

Resources shut down the 

Kewaunee Power Station 

and now says the property is 

virtually worthless.  The 

county puts its value at 457 

million dollars.  Kewaunee 

County already lost 

hundreds of jobs when the 

plant closed.  Now, residents 

face the possibility of having 

to cover for the lost 

revenue.  Dominion sued the 

county over its tax bill.  It 

might pay some of it, but the 

county might have to refund 

it -- if it loses in court. 

CJ Greaves had a big 

weekend.  The off road 

racer from Green Bay made 

his mark in Crandon by 

defending his TORC Amsoil 

Pro 2WD title in addition to 

winning both the Pro 4 

championship in his first 

season in that class and to 

top it off, the $46,000 Amsoil 



cup.  A record 50,000 

spectators jammed the 

track in the 46th running of 

the championships.   
 
 

  
Sandbagging efforts in 
Osseo News  9/8/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A large sandbagging 

operation is underway in 

Osseo, as fire department 

crews try to keep water from 

homes and businesses after 

heavy rains overnight.  The 

rains caused damage and 

flooded roadways yesterday 

and more showers and 

storms are moving through 

this morning.  Flash flood 

watches are posted for 

Marathon, Clark, Wood and 

Portage counties in central 

Wisconsin until early 

afternoon.    

Hillary Clinton is headed to 

Wisconsin.  The Democratic 

candidate is planning to 

speak at a "Women for 

Hillary" grassroots organizing 

meeting Thursday in 

Milwaukee.   Clinton's 

campaign says she plans to 



discuss her record of fighting 

for women and families.  

Clinton has said that if 

elected president, she will 

protect funding for Planned 

Parenthood and support 

affordable birth control.  She 

would also ensure all workers 

receive paid leave and fight 

for equal pay for women. 

Meanwhile, labor unions 

that have seen their power 

in Wisconsin decline in the 

last four years say they plan 

to have a voice during the 

2016 elections.  Stephanie 

Bloomingdale is secretary-

treasurer of AFL-CIO 

Wisconsin and says unions 

are getting sharper on 

messaging and speaking up 

on issues.  Bloomingdale says 

union members are more 

politically engaged than 

ever before, and 

understand what's at stake 

partly because of changes 

in collective bargaining 

rights passed in 2011 and the 



approval of right-to-work 

laws this summer.  She says 

union members plan to 

speak up on issues such as 

minimum wage, income 

inequality, paid family leave 

and fair scheduling.  The 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

says union membership has 

steadily dropped in 

Wisconsin in the last 10 years. 

 

  
More rain in parts of the 
state News 9/8/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 West central Wisconsin 

picked up another couple 

inches of rain today, after 

parts of the region were 

flooded with up to eight-

inches since Sunday. 

According to Wisconsin 

Emergency Management, a 

home and a family farm had 

major flood damage at 

Eleva in Trempealeau 

County -- where six-inches 

fell yesterday alone. Three 

people were stranded until 

today after a dead-end 

road was flooded in Jackson 

County. Several residents in 



the Clark County town of 

Seif were stranded when a 

culvert washed out along a 

town road. Up to five-inches 

of rain fell in Marshfield 

Sunday night. On Labor Day, 

new rainfall records were set 

at Neillsville, Black River Falls, 

and Mather in Juneau 

County.  Scattered showers 

will continue into tonight. 

Police in DeForest arrested 

two juveniles in connection 

with threats made against 

schools prompting classes to 

be suspended last Friday.  

Investigators are releasing 

few details about the 

incident, other than threats 

were made to bring 

weapons and explosive 

devices in to one of the 

schools in the district.  

Despite what cynics might 

think, not all political 

campaign events are 

calculated down to the last 

detail. Yesterday in Wausau, 

a horse named Remy ran off 



just before he was supposed 

to help pull a float for 

Democrat Bernie Sanders' 

presidential campaign in the 

city's Labor Day parade. 

Remy's owner says the 

animal was spooked as she 

tried climbing onto his back. 

He was later found about 

two miles north of downtown 

Wausau in the town of 

Maine, where neighbors and 

police helped corral him. No 

one was hurt. 
 

  
Trigs takes over another 
grocery store News 9/9/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Democratic lawmakers in 

the state will try again to 

change how district lines, 

based on US Census 

numbers, are drawn in the 

state.  A GOP sweep four 

years ago took control of 

Wisconsin government for 

the first time in decades and 

Democrats charge they 

took advantage of it to 

redraw districts in their favor.  

Similar measures in the past 

have met with little 



bipartisan support. 

T.A. Solberg company, 

owner of the Trig’s grocery 

store chain will open 

another Wausau area 

location, acquiring the 

Schofield IGA.  The store will 

operate as Quality Foods by 

month’s end.  The 

Minocqua-based company 

now runs six stores and sees 

few changes coming in this 

new location. 

The Wausau Center Mall was 

on the agenda again for the 

city council yesterday, 

eventually moving to closed 

session to discuss a plan 

calling for a $4-million dollar 

loan.  Council members, 

who found out about the 

proposal only last week in a 

news release from the 

mayor, are upset about how 

the matter’s being handled.  

The mall has been having 

problems for years and 

officials said before any 



action is taken the public will 

weigh in first.   

Tomahawk’s teen mentoring 

program is being recognized 

and receives funding 

through the AT&T Innovation 

Award this afternoon.  

Kinship of Tomahawk pairs 

at-risk teens with mentor 

volunteers who not only 

prepare them for school but 

work with them throughout 

the academic year.  The 

AT&T Wisconsin Innovation 

and Investment award 

program  provides funding 

to local organizations that 

enhance and give back to 

the community.   
 

 

Armed gunman killed near 
Lambeau Field this morning 
 News 9/9/15 12n,5p 1:30 

An armed robbery suspect is 

dead after shots were fired 

at a hotel near Lambeau 

Field early this morning.  

Police spotted a vehicle tied 

to a robbery suspect, who 

was walking with a gun 

toward the Quality Inn on 



Holmgren way.  Shots were 

exchanged and the suspect 

died later at a hospital.  

Federal health officials say 

almost 184-thousand 

Wisconsinites were getting 

their health insurance 

through the Obamacare 

exchanges as of June 30th. 

New figures from the 

Department of Health and 

Human Services shows that 

about 90-percent of 

Wisconsin enrollees were 

getting tax credits to offset 

their costs. Most of the 

Wisconsin residents in the 

Affordable Care Act are 

enrolled in the "silver" 

coverage level, which pays 

an average of 70-percent of 

a person's costs. 

Democratic presidential 

candidate Hillary Clinton will 

be making a stop in 

Wisconsin later this week - 

marking the first time she's 

visited the Badger State 

during her current 



campaign. Clinton is 

scheduled to meet with 

grassroots organizers 

Thursday during an event on 

the University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee campus. 

Wisconsin's bear hunting 

season is underway and will 

run through October 13th.  

State Department of Natural 

Resources officials say 

they've issued a record 

10,690 permits. The old 

record was 10,340 permits, 

set last year. 

The Mega Millions' jackpot is 

above 100-million dollars for 

the first time since July 21st. 

It's at 106-million for Friday 

night, after nobody won the 

top prize last night.  In 

Powerball, a 149-million 

dollar jackpot is up for grabs 

tonight. 
 

  
Gov. Walker speaks on 
Syrian refuges News 9/10/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Just days after declining to 

say whether the U.S. should 

take in more Syrian refugees, 

Governor Scott Walker is 

offering a more definitive 



answer.  When asked by 

reporters Monday how he 

would handle the Syrian 

refugee crisis if he were 

president, Walker said “I’m 

not president today and I 

can’t be president today,” 

adding “Everybody wants to 

talk about hypotheticals; 

there is no such thing as a 

hypothetical.”  Asked about 

his response Wednesday, 

the Republican presidential 

hopeful offered a much 

clearer position on the issue, 

telling reporters “the answer 

is no, we shouldn’t be taking 

on any more Syrian refugees 

right now.”  Walker said the 

U.S. is already doing more 

than any other country in 

the world to help refugees.  

Charged with first degree 

sexual assault of a child, 17-

year old Damon Frederick of 

Merrill will go to trial.  

Frederick was charged in 

Lincoln County court 

yesterday after police 

http://abcnews.go.com/beta/Politics/scott-walker-wont-position-us-accepting-refugees/story?id=33605768


investigated an incident in 

July where a five year old 

child was inappropriately 

touched while swimming at 

Council Grounds State Park 

in Merrill.  He’s back in court 

on the 22nd.   

Antigo’s city council voted 

to move ahead with new 

technology to alert people 

of severe weather.  The 

city’s warning sirens have 

been silent since last fall and 

officials say rather than 

spend tens of thousands of 

dollars on a system that 

doesn’t warn everyone, a 

new digital system will go 

into effect next year using 

landline and cell phones 

and computers and emails 

for alerts.  The new system 

can be used for other 

emergency information as 

well. 

 

  
Salmonella outbreak News 9/10/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin food safety 

officials are working with 

state and federal partners 



investigating a salmonella 

outbreak that appears to be 

linked to eating garden 

variety cucumbers grown 

outside the US.  More than 

340 cases have been 

identified in 30 states, 

including Wisconsin, 70 

hospitalizations and two 

deaths.  The products were 

distributed nationwide to 

retail stores, restaurants and 

institutions and sold in bulk 

displays under the name, 

Limited Edition.  Infected 

cucumbers identified should 

returned for a refund or 

thrown away. 

 A federal judge is letting 

House Republicans proceed 

with a lawsuit against 

Obamacare. Washington 

District Judge Rosemary 

Collyer ruled yesterday the 

House has the right to pursue 

a claim the Obama White 

House spent 175-billion 

dollars without congressional 

approval. The money is 



given to insurers to provide 

health care and co-

payments for low-income 

people under the 

Affordable Care Act. About 

184-thousand Wisconsinites 

are covered under the 

exchanges that offer the 

lower-cost private plans. The 

House says Congress denied 

the administration's request 

for the reimbursements to 

insurers. The White House 

says the money came from 

a previous allocation it's 

allowed to use and will 

appeal. 

Job openings are at a 15-

year high around the nation, 

and Wisconsin is part of that 

trend. The state's job center 

lists almost 87-thousand 

available jobs on its Web 

site. Workforce development 

officials say there are about 

13-thousand open factory 

jobs along with shortages of 

teachers, health care 

workers, accountants, 



information technology pros, 

and more. Skilled machinists 

and welders are the 

toughest jobs to fill -- along 

with equipment repairs that 

involve computer functions.  
 

  
Wis. Students to take new 
test in the spring  News 9/11/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The state Department of 

Public Instruction named a 

provider to replace the 

Badger Exam for Wisconsin 

students.  Data Recognition 

Corporation was successful 

in placing the winning bid to 

develop, administer and 

report the results of the on-

line exam.  Contingent on 

successful contract 

negotiations, state students 

will take the Wisconsin 

Forward Exam in the spring. 

The exam will test students in 

English language arts and 

mathematics in grades three 

through eight and science in 

grades four, eight, and 10. 

High school students in 

grades nine through 11 will 

continue to take the ACT 

assessments. 



Wisconsin is among 21 states 

receiving grants to help 

increase the availability of 

biofuels. U.S. Agriculture 

Secretary Tom Vilsack 

announced Thursday that it 

will issue $100 million to the 

states, which will match the 

funding through private and 

state resources, to add 

infrastructure needed to 

roughly double the number 

of gas pumps delivering 

higher blends of corn-based 

ethanol. Vilsack said the 

move should lead to more 

E15 and E85 being sold 

nationwide. 

Republican presidential 

contender Scott Walker 

promised to tackle union 

power at the federal level 

just like he did as governor in 

Wisconsin. Walker spoke 

yesterday saying he wants 

to "wreak havoc" on 

Washington.  The governor 

chose Ronald Reagan's 

alma mater of Eureka 



College for a speech aimed 

at invigorating his flagging 

campaign less than a week 

before the second G-O-P 

debate. 

Wisconsin's last Medal of 

Honor recipient from the 

Korean War has died.  Einar 

Ingman's daughter, Mary, 

says her father died in a 

Tomahawk hospital 

Wednesday. He was 85. 
 

  
Grant to help fight substance 
abuse in Indian Tribes News 9/11/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 A four-million dollar federal 

grant will help fight 

substance abuse in 

Wisconsin Indian tribes. The 

Great Lakes Inter-Tribal 

Council says it's working with 

state officials to address a 

rise in youth binge drinking 

and prescription drug 

abuse. Council director 

Carol Wright says the grant 

will help four tribes with the 

highest needs adopt 

preventative measures. She 

says it's crucial to bring in 

specialists and create data 

systems -- and it will be most 



beneficial to adapt the 

programs to each tribe's 

culture. The tribes to be 

involved are the Lac du 

Flambeau, Menominee, Lac 

Courte Oreilles (luh-coo'-der-

ay), and Bad River. Wright 

says community assessments 

will keep track of their 

progress, and show which 

areas of prevention need 

work during the grant 

period. 

Are you wearing green-and-

gold today? The Packers 

hope you are. They've 

kicked off a new campaign 

called "Green-and-Gold 

Friday," to get fans fired up 

for each weekend's Packer 

game -- starting with 

Sunday's regular season 

opener at Chicago. Team 

president Mark Murphy and 

Green Bay community 

leaders announced the 

initiative yesterday. The 

purpose is to spread Packers' 

spirit statewide, beyond the 



massive green-and-gold we 

already see. Assuming it fits 

your dress code, you're 

asked to wear Packers' gear 

each Friday during the 

season, take pictures of 

yourself and your friends, 

and send the photos to 

Packers Everywhere-Dot-

Com. Selected photos will 

be shown on the team's 

Web site each Friday, and 

on the Jumbotrons at 

Lambeau Field home 

games. Fans can also win 

prizes from the Packer Pro 

Shop. 
 

 Fire destroys rural 
Tomahawk home  
  News 9/14/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Fire destroyed a rural 

Tomahawk home yesterday 

afternoon.  Firefighters 

arrived about 3:30 to the 

home on Piper Street where 

five people, including three 

children were able to get 

out safely. 

A Lincoln County Deputy 

saved an 11-year old boy on 

Otter Lake yesterday in 

Harrison.  A 911 call reported 



the boy was drowning, 

clinging to a buoy with his 

head barely above water.  

First attempts by his father to 

rescue him failed.  When the 

deputy swam out to him 

with an emergency rope the 

mother pulled them to 

shore.  The boy, from 

Stanley, was examined by 

Tomahawk EMS at the 

scene.   

Legislative leaders in the 

Wisconsin Senate and 

Assembly announced plans 

to hold a vote later this fall 

on legislation that would 

make changes to how John 

Doe proceedings in the 

state are conducted.  The 

bill from Rep. Dave Craig (R-

Big Bend) and Sen. Tom 

Tiffany (R-Hazelhurst) would 

end the use of the secret 

John Doe process to 

investigate political crimes. 

The measure comes largely 

in response to a pair of 

investigations surrounding 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/lawmakers-renew-calls-for-john-doe-reforms/
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/sb43
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/proposals/sb43


Governor Scott Walker – one 

targeting his office when he 

was Milwaukee County 

executive and another 

looking in to potentially 

illegal coordination 

between his campaign and 

conservative groups during 

the 2012 recall election.  The 

first John Doe resulted in 

multiple convictions for 

former county employees, 

while the state Supreme 

Court halted the 

second probe earlier this 

summer. Republicans have 

argued both investigations 

were politically motivated.  

Democrats maintain the 

GOP the work on matters 

that affect Wisconsin families 

instead.   

 

  
Gov. Walker on the 
presidential race News 9/14/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker will 

try to set himself apart from 

the other presidential 

candidates today, by 

proposing vast national 

restrictions on labor unions.  

http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-supreme-court-ends-probe-into-walker-campaign/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-supreme-court-ends-probe-into-walker-campaign/


It's a more sweeping 

package than his Act-10 

public union limits from 2011, 

and the state's right-to-work 

law four years later.  Walker 

will propose to abolish 

federal employee unions, 

scrap the National Labor 

Relations Board, give right-

to-work protections to all 

employees unless their states 

ban it, and make it harder 

for unions to organize. 

The federal Land-and-Water 

Conservation Fund will 

disappear at the end of the 

month, unless Congress 

renews it. Supporters say the 

fund is valuable for securing 

land for a host of recreation 

and wildlife protection 

efforts. The Ice Age Trail and 

the U-S Forest Service are 

among those in Wisconsin 

who benefit from the 

conservation fund. Senate 

Democrat Tammy Baldwin 

of Wisconsin says she'll push 

to re-authorize it. Republican 



Ron Johnson has not said 

what he'll do. The land-and-

water fund was created 50 

years ago. It gets about 900-

million dollars a year in 

royalties from oil companies 

that perform drilling. No 

taxpayer money is involved. 

The Green Bay Packers may 

have played in Chicago 

yesterday, but their home 

field still hosted a record 

performance. Johnsonville 

Sausage set an unofficial 

world record by cooking up 

a 360-foot bratwurst at 

Lambeau. It stretched along 

the entire 100-yard football 

field, plus both end zones. 

Folks gobbled up the giant 

brat as part of the 100th 

anniversary of Delaware 

North, the company that 

runs the concessions at the 

home of the Packers.  
 

  
Teenage girl dies near 
Brokaw after car crash News 9/15/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A teenage girl died in a 

traffic crash near Brokaw 

yesterday morning.  The 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 



department reported the 

accident just after 7 when 

her car rear ended a 

garbage truck.  A passenger 

in the vehicle was injured.  

The victim’s name is 

expected to be released 

later this morning. 

In May, 46-year old 

Raymond Jones was found 

guilty of attempted first 

degree intentional 

homicide.  Yesterday he was 

sentenced to 24 years in 

prison.  Jones, along with 

three others including his 

wife were accused of 

beating a 40-year old man 

nearly to death and leaving 

him in the woods in March of 

last year.  He was found to 

two ATVers with multiple 

fractures and broken bones 

and severe frostbite.   

Rhinelander’s Chamber 

Director has resigned.  Dana 

DeMet submitted his 

resignation to the board and 

will leave October second 



after one and a half years 

on the job.  He’s accepted 

a position at Nicolet 

National Bank in the city.   

The volunteers of Ministry St. 

Mary’s Hospital in 

Rhinelander purchased and 

donated a new Lucas 2 

chest compression system, 

an automatic CPR device 

for EMTS or nurses.  The state 

of the art device is one of 

many ways the volunteers 

support the hospital, ranging 

from blankets to 

scholarships.  Last year they 

provided over 15-thousand 

hours of service. 

Deer hunting within 

Rhinelander’s city limits is 

legal again.  The City 

Council approved the plan 

last night and DNR permits 

could be available by 

Thursday.  The hunt originally 

began in 2006, running for 

three years before being 

discontinued but the 

growing deer population 



prompted a review.   
 

  
Congressman Kind speaks 
out about railroads blocking 
streets  News 9/15/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Congressman Ron Kind says if 

railroads don't stop blocking 

neighborhood streets for hours, 

Congress will make them do it. 

The La Crosse Democrat and the 

regional head of the Federal 

Railroad Administration met 

yesterday with local leaders in 

Wisconsin Rapids. Kind says 

federal laws against long train 

blockages are weak -- and he's 

drafting a bill he vows to 

introduce if the railroads don't 

clean up their acts. Blockages 

have increased due to higher 

train traffic, and federal limits on 

how long railroad personnel can 

work each day. Judges in Wood 

and Portage counties have 

thrown out dozens of citations for 

blocking streets in small towns like 

Auburndale and Junction City. 

The judges and the railroads say 

only Washington can enforce the 

matter, while federal officials say 

that's not true.  

Wisconsin's education agency 

says letting the governor pick the 

state school superintendent 

instead of the voters is a "sad 

attack" on democracy and the 

state's history. Assembly 



Republican Joe Sanfelippo of 

New Berlin proposed a 

constitutional amendment to let 

the governor appoint the 

Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, with the blessing of 

the Legislature. That's after a 

state appeals court in February 

struck down Republican 

Governor Scott Walker's power to 

reject administrative rules from 

elected Superintendent Tony 

Evers. The Wisconsin charter 

requires a non-partisan state 

superintendent to be elected 

every four years. Sanfelippo says 

the governor appoints all other 

agency leaders -- and taking 

control of education would make 

the government process 

smoother. Minority Democrats 

call it a power grab. 
 

 
Minocqua sets date for 
meeting about buying 
property News 9/16/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

October 13th.  That’s the 

date set by the Minocqua 

Town Board for a special 

meeting of the town to vote 

whether or not to purchase 

land to build a new fire 

department.  The land is just 

south of the city near the 

chamber and carries a 

$375,000 price tag.  The 



original department, built 

over 40 years ago, is too 

small and lacks space to 

expand.  This is the first 

phase of the potential 

project, estimated to cost 

about $3-million.   

Traffic just south of 

Rhinelander was slowed 

because of a two car crash 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

collision at the intersection 

of Hwys 8 and County G 

happened shortly after noon 

when one of the vehicles 

ran a red light.  One person 

was reportedly injured.   

A school bus driver has 

pleaded innocent to his first 

drunk driving citation. Polk 

County sheriff's deputies say 

they found 39-year-old 

Jeramia Marek passed out 

last Tuesday in a bus waiting 

to pick up the Siren High 

School volleyball team and 

take them back home. 

Deputies say Marek failed a 

sobriety test in the field. No 



new court dates have been 

set in the case.    

In what’s viewed as a 

pivotal race for control of 

the US Senate, Republican 

incumbent Senator Ron 

Johnson and Democrat Russ 

Feingold are both trying to 

re-introduce themselves to 

Wisconsin voters.  They’ve 

both hit every county in the 

state well in advance of 

next year’s election.  The 

race is a rematch of the 

2010 election when Johnson 

unseated the 18-year 

incumbent Feingold.   
 

 
Bicyclist  killed near Eagle 
River News 9/17/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A bicyclist was killed near 

Eagle River last night.  The 

Vilas County Sheriff’s office 

reported the accident just 

after 8:00 on Hwy 70 about 

seven miles east of the city.  

The unidentified victim was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

Another accident, this one 

in Rib Mountain, closed 

traffic on Hwy 51 last night.  



The Marathon County 

Sherrif’s department was 

dispatched to the 

northbound lane of the 

highway between the NN 

and Sherman Street exits 

about 8:30 .  Two people 

were hurt, in the collision of 

the two vehicles, both of 

which were badly 

damaged.  No other 

information is available.   

While he took on a much 

more aggressive posture, 

Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker often faced a 

difficult task in being heard 

during last night’s second 

Republican presidential 

primary debate.  The 

governor was asked just 

three direct questions by 

moderators over the three 

hours of the debate, 

broadcast on CNN.  The 

governor has been 

struggling in the polls the 

past month, and many 

experts believe he needed 



to have a strong showing in 

order to remain in the race. 

The annual muscular 

dystrophy Labor Day 

telethon may be a thing of 

the past but many of the 

fundraising events continue.  

One of the largest in 

Wisconsin kicks off today 

with the 34th annual Fall Ride 

in Tomahawk.  Thousands of 

motorcyclists help raise 

money to combat the 

disease across north central 

Wisconsin and hundreds of 

thousands of dollars have 

been donated to the local 

MDA chapter over the 

years.  The event is based at 

Sara Park in Tomahawk. 
 

School district stepping up 
programs on bullying in 
school 
 News 9/17/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Toddlers would have to ride 

longer in rear-facing car 

seats, under a proposed bill 

in the Wisconsin Legislature. 

Right now, children must be 

in rear-facing car seats if 

they're less than a year old -- 

or if they weigh less than 20 



pounds. The new bill would 

extend the time period to 

two years. Lawmakers  say 

the two-year time period is 

recommended by both the 

National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration, and 

the American Academy of 

Pediatrics. 

 A central Wisconsin school 

district is stepping up its 

efforts to discourage bullying 

among students. The Edgar 

School Board last night 

approved a new action 

plan, after 16-year-old 

football player Jonathan 

Wesener killed himself in late 

May. His family says bullying 

by teammates and others 

were factors in the death. 

Now, there are specific 

guidelines on what 

constitutes bullying.  A new 

online system to report 

bullying took effect at the 

start of the school year.  

State and federal officials 

are seeing a massive wave 



of fraudulent e-mails trying 

to scare you into opening 

up malware on your 

computer.  State consumer 

protection officials says the 

scam mails are labeled 

"State Court," with files 

attached.   The recipient is 

ordered to appear in court, 

and it gives a date but 

nothing else. The person is 

told to open the 

attachment, when the 

malicious software enters 

the computer. Officials say 

it's rare that a court would 

send you electronic filing 

without prior arrangements. 

Also, any files or emails sent 

to you would be clearly 

labeled and not vaguely 

worded. 
 

 
Motorcycle death in 
Tomahawk News 9/18/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

One person died in a 

motorcycle accident south 

of Tomahawk yesterday.  

The State Patrol is 

investigating the crash, 

shortly after three on Hwy 51 

near Tamarack Road.  The 



driver of a trike, a 75-year 

old Milwaukee man, was 

headed north when he lost 

control and crossed the 

median into southbound 

traffic.  He was pronounced 

dead a short time later at 

Ministry Sacred Heart 

Hospital.    

 

A 48-year old Sheboygan 

Falls man will go to trial, 

charged with child abuse 

and disorderly conduct.  

Thomas McCue is accused 

of kicking, slapping and 

punching his autistic son at a 

bar north of Rhinelander in 

July.  He’s back in court 

November 19th. 

Marshfield Clinic’s plans for a 

new facility in Minocqua are 

on hold.  Oneida County’s  

Planning and Development 

Committee denied a 

conditional use permit for 

the project, which would 

have added a 17,000 

square foot addition to their 



clinic across from the 

Howard Young Medical 

Center.  The expansion 

would include a 12 bed 

skilled nursing wing to the 

complex.  The two health 

care providers have been at 

odds over the plans for 

some time.  Marshfield 

maintains the project would 

better serve the area by 

dropping costs.  Ministry 

argues the opposite in 

addition to them losing 

services they already 

provide to Marshfield.  

Marshfield officials said they 

will now see what options 

are ahead.   

 

A third candidate officially 

entered next spring's race 

for the state Supreme Court. 

District 1 Court of Appeals 

Judge Rebecca Bradley 

formally announced her 

decision to enter the race 

yesterday in Milwaukee.  

 



Gov. Walker to focus on 
Iowa 
 News 9/18/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he'll focus on winning Iowa 

in the wake of declining poll 

numbers and relatively-quiet 

showings in his two 

presidential debates.  The 

Republican Walker, on a 

conference call yesterday 

re-assured key donors he's 

making the necessary 

adjustments.  Walker got 

only half the air time of 

Donald Trump in 

Wednesday night's three-

hour debate featuring 

eleven of the 16 G-O-P 

hopefuls.  His campaign 

manager tweeted how 

"ridiculous" it was for the C-

N-N moderator to give 

Walker so little attention.  But 

afterward, Walker told 

reporters it was time to 

adjust his strategy to focus 

on winning the first-in-the-

nation G-O-P caucus vote 

February first.  

A Republican lawmaker 

who wants to put the state's 



education agency under 

the governor's control now 

proposes to slash the 

department's budget.  That's 

how New Berlin 

Representative Joe 

Sanfelippo responded, after 

State Superintendent Tony 

Evers criticized the 

politicizing of public 

education in his annual 

State of Education speech 

yesterday.  Evers cited an 

"ongoing assault" on public 

schools throughout the 

country and said it's getting 

harder for teachers to "stay 

the course." Sanfelippo said 

he would try give some of 

the DPI’s 137-million dollar 

operating budget directly to 

schools around the state. 

 A jail inmate in Stevens Point 

is accused of helping a 

murder suspect try to take 

his own life. Nineteen-year-

old Brian Kraus is due in 

Portage County Circuit 

Court Monday on a felony 



count of assisting suicide.  

Authorities say 58-year-old 

Larry Sanchez Senior of 

Bancroft tried killing himself 

in jail, six days after he 

allegedly shot his estranged 

wife to death.  
 

 
Motorcycle death’s near 
Tomahawk News 9/21/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two people were killed, 

another two injured when 

two motorcycles collided 

near Tomahawk Friday night.  

The Lincoln county Sheriff’s 

office believes an 

eastbound bike crossed the 

centerline and struck 

another machine on Hwy H, 

east of Hwy 51 about 9:00.  

A 67-year old man and 68-

year old woman were 

pronounced dead at 

Sacred Heart Hopsital.  No 

other information is 

available.   

A 45-year old Crystal Falls, 

Michigan man died in a 

motorcycle accident 

Saturday morning.  The 

Forest County Sheriff’s 



Department reported the 

crash, involving only the 

bike, shortly after 10:30.  A 

female passenger was 

injured.   

Interest in Wisconsin 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

presidential campaign has 

bottomed out, according to 

a new national poll.  Walker 

was one of five Republican 

presidential candidates who 

received less than one-half 

of 1 percentage point 

support in the latest 

CNN/ORC poll. Walker had 

polled at 5% in the previous 

such poll earlier this month.   

A published report states a 

major donor to Gov. Walker 

reached an agreement with 

the DNR to buy over 760 feet 

of frontage on Rest Lake in 

Vilas county.  Elizabeth  and 

Richard Uihlein already own 

adjacent property but have 

no lake access.  The cost is 

$275,000.  The Uihleins have 

contributed more than $3 



million to Walker in recent 

years.  Critics urge the DNR 

to reject the deal while a 

family spokesman said they 

are dedicated to keep 

Manitowish Waters a 

pleasant place to live and 

visit. 

And in sports the Packers 

dropped Seattle last night 

27-17 at Lambeau and the 

Brewers now have the 

youngest GM in the majors, 

30-year old David Stearns. 

 

 
Motorcycle crash victims 
identified News 9/21/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A Richland Center couple 

were identified in a fatal 

motorcycle crash that 

injured two others.  The 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department said 67-year old 

Robert Dobbs and his 68-

year old wife, Josephine 

died when their machine 

collided head on with 

another bike Saturday night 

near Tomahawk.  59-year 

old Mark Coolidge of 

Baraboo is in fair condition 



and his passenger, 52 year 

old Roxanne Johnson of 

Plover is in good condition, 

both at Aspirus Wausau 

Hospital.   

Authorities continue to 

investigate a plane crash 

near the Shiocton  Airport in 

northeast Wisconsin. Officials 

say the craft was about to 

land early yesterday when it 

overturned and crashed in a 

cornfield. No one was hurt. 

Gas prices continue to drop, 

after a refinery shutdown 

caused a spike last month. 

The Wisconsin Triple-"A" says 

the average price of regular 

unleaded is two-dollars and 

37-cents a gallon this 

morning. That's four cents 

cheaper than a week ago, 

and 55-cents less expensive 

than at this time in August.  

City leaders and 

Rhinelander residents will 

take part in another public 

meeting for the downtown 

improvement project.  The 



latest information will be 

presented at 6:00 at the 

Hext Theatre, downtown.  A 

series of upgrades are 

planned, beginning in the 

spring of next year.  

Information is available 

online at 

rhinelanderstreetscape.com.   

Governor Scott Walker is 

barely above zero in a new 

national poll of the 16 G-O-P 

presidential hopefuls. The 

latest C-N-N/O-R-C poll 

released yesterday shows 

Walker is among five 

candidates getting less than 

one-half of one-percent 

support. Donald Trump is still 

the Republican front-runner 

and Carly Fiorina jumped to 

second. 
 

 
Gov. Walker suspends 
campaign for president News 9/22/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Just a little more than two 

months after officially 

launching his bid for the 

Republican Party’s 

presidential nomination, 

Governor Scott Walker 

suspended his campaign.  



Speaking in Madison 

yesterday, the Wisconsin 

governor opened his news 

conference saying that 

“sadly, the debate taking 

place in the Republican 

party today is not focused 

on that optimistic view of 

America.  Instead, it has 

drifted into personal 

attacks.” Walker said the 

party needs to refocus on 

the basics, and he believes 

leadership is needed to 

make that happen. And 

while he did not mention 

GOP frontrunner Donald 

Trump by name, he did 

make it clear he hopes his 

move will encourage others 

to bow out and allow a 

more conservative voice to 

challenge the real estate 

developer. He said it is 

“fundamentally important” 

voters have a “positive 

conservative alternative to 

the current frontrunner.”  

Walker’s decision to exit the 



race comes as he has faced 

increasingly bad news in the 

polls, compounded by two 

debate performances 

where many observers have 

said he failed to deliver a 

strong performance. There 

have also been reports of 

possible financial troubles 

due to unpaid bills. 

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court announced Justice N. 

Patrick Crooks had died. In a 

statement, Chief Justice 

Patience Roggensack said 

the 77-year-old Crooks died 

in his chambers, inside the 

state Capitol building. There 

was no immediate word on 

the cause of his death. 

Crooks, who announced just 

last week he was not 

seeking reelection in the 

spring, had served on the 

high court since 1996. 
 

 
Wabeno woman back in 
court News 9/23/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The mother of a young 

Wabeno boy who’ll never 

walk or talk after being 



thrown across a room two 

years ago was in Forest 

County Court yesterday.  27-

year old Jennifer Shepard 

was found guilty of several 

felonies in the case where 

her boyfriend, Brandon 

Brunette, was sentenced to 

15 years in prison for abusing 

the youngster so severely he 

was left in a vegetative 

state.  Shepard pleaded no 

contest to charges of child 

abuse, helping a felon and 

obstruction and will be 

sentenced next month.   

 

A 28-year old Shawano 

County woman was airlifted 

to the hospital in critical 

condition after crashing her 

car into the Wolf River 

yesterday.  Authorities 

reported the accident west 

of Hwy 47-55 and County A 

just north of Shawano.  No 

other information was 

available. 

 



The pilot of a small float 

plane was unhurt when his 

plane crashed while trying 

to land on Pelican Lake east 

of Rhinelander.  The Antigo 

man said the wing clipped 

the water on the way down 

shortly after 5:00 yesterday.   
 

Plea deals will keep a 

Tomahawk couple out of 

jail.  45-year old Shad Harper 

and his 47-year old wife 

Kimberly faced multiple theft 

charges in connection with 

more than $80,000 taken 

from the Tomahawk Bus 

Service through the illegal 

use of company credit 

cards.  Formal charges were 

filed in April of last year.  

They’re back in court next 

month. 
 

The Vilas County Landfill 

remains closed after fire 

damaged the main building 

and destroyed several 

pieces of heavy equipment 



Monday night.  The facility 

on Hwy G near Eagle River 

may still open this week.  
 

 
State courts rule against free 
speech for sex offenders News 9/23/15 12n,5p 1:30 

An appeals court ruled the 

state violates the free-

speech rights of sex 

offenders, by making it a 

crime for them to take 

pictures of kids in public 

places. The Third District 

Appellate Court in Wausau 

threw out a conviction 

against 44-year-old 

Christopher Oatman of 

Green Bay. He was 

sentenced to 12 years in 

prison on eight counts of 

intentionally photographing 

children without their 

parents' consent -- a law 

which Oatman challenged. 

The three-judge appellate 

court unanimously ruled the 

law is unconstitutional, 

saying even sex offenders 

have a right to take non-

obscene photos of children 

in public places. 

 It's been eight days since a 



person died in a car fire in 

northwest Wisconsin, and 

the victim has still not been 

identified. Sawyer County 

Chief Deputy Craig Faulstich 

says there's no sign of foul 

play in the incident, which 

occurred last Tuesday night 

on a road in the town of 

Draper. Officers found the 

car engulfed in flames in a 

ditch. After the fire was put 

out, officers found a body 

that Faulstich says was 

burned beyond recognition. 

Milwaukee's Common 

Council passed a plan to 

help fund a new Bucks 

arena. The council 

approved an amended 

funding package for a new 

Milwaukee Bucks arena on a 

12-to-three vote yesterday. 

The city’s 47-million dollars in 

financing is part of a 

500million dollar arena to 

replace the 27-year-old B-M-

O Harris Bradley Center. The 

state and Milwaukee 



County have already 

approved their part of the 

250-million dollars in public 

financing. 
 

 
Car crash claims the life of a 
LacDuFlambeau man  News 9/24/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A car crash yesterday 

morning in Minocqua 

claimed the life of a Lac du 

Flambeau man.  32-year old 

David Flann was headed 

west on Hwy 70 about 8:30 

when he crossed the 

centerline and entered the 

ditch, striking several trees 

then crossed Kilawee road 

where another tree was hit 

and the vehicle stopped.  

He was pronounced dead 

at the scene.   

Another accident, this one 

around noon north of Antigo 

found a semi hauling 

potatoes overturned, spilling 

its load near Hwy V and 

Cherry Road.  The driver 

wasn’t seriously hurt. 

Rules for next spring’s 

walleye season were set by 

the Natural Resources Board 

yesterday.  A daily bag limit 



of three walleye of varying 

sizes for hook and line 

anglers was approved for 

most waters in the ceded 

territory of the North, where 

the state’s Chippewa tribes 

exercise their off reservation 

harvest rights.  A slot limit 

was also set with 15” the 

legal size, nothing between 

20 and 24-inches and one 

over 24.  The catch and 

release only for the 

Minocqua and Tomahawk 

chains was also continued. 

More than 18,000 people 

attended this year’s Oneida 

County Fair and organizers 

continue to seek new ideas 

and efforts from the public.  

The fair, held at Pioneer Park 

in Rhinelander does have 

room to grow and officials 

are looking for ways to do 

that as well as bring in new 

activities and entertainment.  

A planning meeting is set for 

Monday, October 5th in the 

lower level conference room 



of the Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport at 6:30.   
 

 
Gov. Walker’s security detail News 9/24/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker's 

former White House 

campaign paid the state 14-

thousand dollars for his 

bodyguards, and more is on 

the way. As governor, 

Walker gets 24-seven state-

funded security from the 

State Patrol no matter where 

he goes -- but Walker's White 

House team promised to 

cover its security costs. The 

latest payment includes 

expenses through August 

first. Final invoices are still 

being prepared. The Walker 

political committee Our 

American Revival has paid 

33-thousand dollars in 

security costs, plus 58-

hundred for using a state 

vehicle.   

And Walker confirms he'll 

serve out his term as 

governor, and he's not sure if 

he'll run for a third term in 

2018. He discussed his future 



yesterday in a conference 

call in which he thanked his 

White House campaign 

donors. He also said he 

would not take a Cabinet 

post if a Republican wins the 

presidency next November.  

  A woman who died while 

saving a young swimmer in 

northern Wisconsin is among 

the latest to receive the 

Carnegie Medal for Heroism. 

Forty-seven year old Karen 

Wessel of the Chicago 

suburb of Arlington Heights is 

among 22 medal recipients 

announced yesterday. She 

swam into Star Lake near 

Sayner in Vilas County to 

save three boys who 

struggled while trying to 

swim to an island. That was 

in July of last year. Wessel 

went underwater and held 

an eight-year-old boy as 

high as she could, so he 

wouldn't go under as well. 

Wessel was rescued, but she 

died the same night at a 



Wausau hospital. The other 

two swimmers escaped 

unharmed. 
 
 

 
Few details about a traffic 
death north of Rhinelander.  News 9/25/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

There are few details this 

morning about a traffic 

accident just north of 

Rhinelander on Hwy 47 near 

Evergreen Court in Newbold.  

The crash was reported 

about 8:30 last night, 

stopping traffic on the 

highway for about an hour.   

The city of Rhinelander will 

be updating sewer, water 

and utility runs downtown 

next year that will rip up 

much of the street.  

Downtown Rhinelander, 

Incorporated and businesses 

are working to capitalize on 

the construction to spruce 

up the center of the city.  In 

another of a series of public 

meetings, project officials 

laid out the latest plans last 

night from costs to parking.  

Grants and funding through 



the water utility will keep the 

majority of the project off 

the tax rolls.  The 

Streetscape project, as it’s 

known, is expected to begin 

next spring. 

The state assembly passed 

funding restrictions on 

Planned Parenthood of 

Wisconsin, preventing the 

group from accessing about 

$3.5-million in annual 

funding.  The bill would 

prohibit the state from 

passion on any of the 

federal funding to abortion 

providers or those making 

abortion referrals.  Critics say 

the measure undermines the 

process and takes away 

lifesaving care to women, 

especially in rural areas.  The 

bill now moves on to the 

senate.  

Governor Scott Walker 

supports a plan making it 

easier to hire and fire state 

workers.  A bill is in the works 



to eliminate exams for 

prospective state 

employees, shift hiring 

authority from state 

agencies to the dept of 

administration and define 

just cause terminations.  A 

vote is expected this fall. 

 

 
Marathon Co. looking to ban 
the use of E-cigs in public 
places.  News 9/25/15 12n,5p 1:30 

 Marquette University has 

rescinded an honorary 

degree it gave to Bill Cosby 

two years ago. The 

comedian has admitted 

having affairs with a number 

of women, some of whom 

accused him of sexual 

assault.  He has not been 

criminally charged, but 

several universities have cut 

ties with Cosby. The boards 

of Marquette and Fordham 

both rescinded his honorary 

degrees yesterday. Cosby 

received his Marquette 

degree when he spoke at 

the school's spring 

commencement in 

Milwaukee in 2013. 



Traffic on Highway 47 was 

blocked about an hour last 

night near Rhinelander 

when a car struck a deer 

near Evergreen Court in 

Newbold and started on fire.  

The accident was reported 

shortly after 8:00.  The driver, 

from the Green Bay area, 

was uninjured.   

 

 Marathon County officials 

are looking to ban smoking 

the popular e-cigarettes in 

public places.  The Health 

and Human Services 

Committee yesterday 

supported the resolution 

under consideration that 

would regulate the smoking 

in places like restaurants, 

bars and other businesses.  

Marathon County already 

bans e-cigarettes in county 

offices.  A final decision on 

the matter is expected later 

next month. 

 

One of the premier muskie 



tournaments in the state 

gets underway tomorrow in 

Rhinelander with the 30th 

annual, Fishing Hot Spots 

Hodag Muskie Challenge.  

Competing on five lake 

groups around the city, 

anglers from across the 

midwest will be fishing for 

thousands of dollars in prizes.  

New this year are judge 

boats on the water to avoid 

transporting fish. 

 
 

 
Person dies in Vilas Co. car 
crash News 9/28/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

One person died in a Vilas 

County crash last night.  The 

sheriff’s office reported a 

911call came in about 9:15 

of the accident in Lac du 

Flambeau.  One driver was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene, the other taken to 

Howard Young Medical 

Center in Woodruff.  No 

other information is 

available.   

Republican members of 

Wisconsin’s congressional 

delegation  responded over 



the weekend to the news 

House Speaker John 

Boehner of Ohio is leaving 

Congress at the end of 

October.  Representatives 

Paul Ryan, Jim 

Sensenbrenner, Reid Ribble 

and Sean Duffy all praised 

Boehner for his leadership.  

None of the members from 

Wisconsin are indicating any 

interest in the leadership 

post once Boehner 

departsand Representative 

Kevin McCarthy of 

California, the House 

Majority Leader, appears 

the most likely successor to 

Boehner. 

A major donor to Gov. Scott 

Walker wants state approval 

to keep a 12-acre floating 

bog away from his property 

on Rest Lake in Manitowish 

Waters.  Richard Uihlein is 

proposing moving the bog 

north and fastening it to the 

lake bed.  Published reports 

indicate the plan calls for 



crews to use barges, a 

crane and a pile driver to 

pound large posts through 

the bog and anchor it to the 

bottom.  The scale of the 

project is outlined in an Aug. 

17 memo to the DNR. The 

bog has blocked lake 

access on Uihlein's property 

for much of the last two 

summers.  The proposal is 

raising objections on a lake 

long been known for big 

muskies and rugged, 

wooded shorelines. 

 

 
Wisconsin Rapids girl found 
safe at home  News 9/28/15 12n,5p 1:30 

A 13-year-old Wisconsin 

Rapids girl is home safe, 

thanks in part to hundreds of 

Facebook readers. 

Alexandria Burns was missing 

since Friday, when she didn't 

come home from school. 

Wisconsin Rapids Police put 

a notice on Facebook early 

yesterday, where more than 

600 people shared the item. 

Officials say it led to a tip 

that the girl was at a Rapids 



residence. She was found 

there yesterday afternoon. 

Police do not suspect foul 

play. They say Alexandria 

apparently wanted to 

"spend the weekend away." 

Governor Scott Walker says 

now that Justice N. Patrick 

Crook’s been buried, he’ll 

begin considering whether 

he will appoint a judge to fill 

the vacancy on the state 

Supreme Court.  The 77-year 

old Crooks died in his 

Capitol office a week ago 

today.  The justice had 

already announced he 

intended to retire when his 

current term was set to end 

next summer. 

Lincoln County Sheriff Jeff 

Jaeger urges motorists to use 

extra caution while driving 

as the number of deer 

crashes is going up.  Shorter 

days with less light keep the 

animals moving more.  

Deputies advise slowing 



down, avoid distractions 

and watch for animals the 

next couple of months.   

Two Minocqua anglers 

captured the annual Fishing 

Hot Spots Hodag Musky 

Challenge over the 

weekend.   Mark Lijewski 

and Jeff Piazza fished Lakes 

Julia and Crescent to take 

their share of $15,000 in 

prizes.  82 teams ended up 

with 38 fish caught and 

released. 

And kickoff is 730 tonight 

from Lambeau Field when 

the Packers take on the 

Kansas City Chiefs in 

Monday Night Football. 
 

 
Rhinelander woman 
sentenced  to prison  News 9/29/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Found guilty of stealing more 

than $70,000 from her 

employer, a Rhinelander 

woman was sentenced to 

prison.  47-year old Kim 

Drake was in Forest County 

Court yesterday, convicted 

of the theft from the Mole 

Lake BP station.  She was 

arrested in February of last 



year.  Drake was sentenced 

to year in prison, five years 

probation and pay 

restitution.   

Due to the complexities 

surrounding the case of 17-

year old Ashlee Martinson, 

the next court appearance 

won’t be until December so 

doctors can review volumes 

of material related to the 

Rhinelander girl’s 

competency to stand trial.  

She’s accused of murdering 

her mother and step father 

last March at the family 

home east of Rhinelander 

and pleaded not guilty by 

reason of mental disease or 

defect.  A Madison doctor 

asked for the extension to 

complete the evaluation.  

Judge Michael Bloom set 

December 11th for the next 

proceeding. 

Governor Scott Walker 

requested $1.3 billion in 

borrowing for transportation 

projects when he proposed 



his 2015-15 state budget. 

Legislators on the 

Republican controlled Joint 

Finance Committee ended 

up cutting that amount by 

some $450 million, despite 

warnings the reduction 

would result in project 

delays. Negotiations over 

the transportation piece of 

the budget consumed 

several weeks, and were a 

contentious issue for 

Republicans.  Now, 

numerous projects around 

the state are being delayed.  

Democratic lawmakers in 

Madison say those delays 

needn’t have happened, if 

the legislature adopted 

some of the 

recommendations 

contained in a report on 

long-term transportation 

fund needs, like a gas tax 

increase.   
 

 
Man arrested for robbing a 
ban k in Wausau News 9/29/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Wausau Police arrested a 

35-year old man suspected 

of robbing a bank inside a 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/06/wisconsin-gop-leaders-at-loggerheads-over-transportation-funding/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/06/wisconsin-gop-leaders-at-loggerheads-over-transportation-funding/


grocery store.  About 10 

yesterday morning the man 

walked up the BMO Harris 

Bank inside Crossroads 

County Market, displayed a 

gun and demanded money.  

He fled with an unknown 

amount and was arrested 

later that afternoon.  The 

security system caught him 

getting into a stolen SUV, 

later spotted at a bar in 

Rothschild.  No other 

information is available. 

Governor Scott Walker is 

seeking applicants for the 

State Supreme Court seat 

held by Patrick Crooks 

before he died last week. It's 

the first step for the 

Republican governor to 

appoint a new justice to 

serve at least until next July, 

when Crooks' term was to 

end. Three candidates are 

running for the post in next 

spring's elections. 

The Wisconsin State Patrol 



bestowed its top honors 

Monday on Trooper Trevor 

Casper, killed in the line of 

duty earlier this year. During 

a ceremony in Middleton 

yesterday, Casper was 

awarded a posthumous 

Medal of Valor and Purple 

Heart.  Casper, a 21-year-old 

from Kiel who had been with 

the State Patrol for just eight 

months, was killed on March 

24 in a shootout with a bank 

robbery suspect in Fond du 

Lac.  

Clear skies will lead to a swift 

drop in temperatures tonight 

and early tomorrow and 

there’s a freeze watch in 

effect.  Outdoor plants 

should be covered or 

brought in to avoid 

temperatures forecast to 

drop into the 20s across 

much of the North. 

 

 
Two downtown Wausau 
businesses damaged by fire  News 9/30/15 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two downtown Wausau 

businesses were damaged 

by fire late yesterday 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/03/state-patrol-says-slain-trooper-made-textbook-response/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/03/state-patrol-says-slain-trooper-made-textbook-response/


afternoon.  About 5:30 

reports of a fire behind 

Downtown Grocery on Third 

Street came in.  Two vehicles 

were destroyed and Evolve 

Fitness, another business 

above the grocery store also 

sustained damage.  No one 

was hurt and the cause of 

the fire remains under 

investigation.   

Northern and Central 

Wisconsin are waking up to 

Freeze Warnings this morning 

as the clear skies already 

have temperatures in the 

20s across the region.  Similar 

readings are expected 

through the weekend as 

well.  On the flipside of that,  

September will go down as 

one of the ten warmest 

months on record for both 

Milwaukee and Madison.   

The DNR has been fielding 

questions about a letter 

circulating on social media, 

advising people to remove 

concrete deer from their 



property by November first.  

It’s a hoax.  While the letter 

may appear authentic, 

agency officials say they 

don’t go around looking at 

lawn ornaments believing 

they are the real thing.  The 

letter states they should be 

removed due to concerns 

they may interfere with a 

statewide count of the deer 

population. 

Kohl’s Department Stores 

are experimenting with 

creature comforts for 

shoppers.  Two locations, 

Menomonee Falls and 

Delafield are test marketing 

coffee shops.  Called the 

Kohl’s Café, they’re serving 

coffee and other drinks as 

well as cookies, chips and 

granola bars.  A favorable 

response from consumers 

could roll the plan out to 

other locations.   

The Powerball drawing 

tonight is now over $300-

million.   
 



 
The worlds largest dairy 
show taking place in 
Madison  News 9/30/15 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin and other states 

could block Medicaid funds 

to abortion providers, under 

a bill from Wausau 

Republican Sean Duffy that 

the House approved 

yesterday. It passed 236-to-

193 in a near-party line vote. 

Only two Democrats joined 

all Republicans in voting yes. 

All of Wisconsin's eight House 

members voted with their 

respective parties. Duffy 

cites the recent videos 

which exposed that Planned 

Parenthood sells aborted 

fetuses for research. He calls 

it "absolutely asinine," and 

federal tax dollars have no 

place in groups like that. 

Planned Parenthood says 

abortions are only a small 

part of what they do -- and 

defunding the group would 

make women's health care 

suffer. Duffy disputes that. He 

crafted the bill so it would 

not violate Medicaid rules 

which limit health care 



options. 

The world's largest dairy 

show is underway in 

Madison. The annual World 

Dairy Expo began yesterday, 

and it runs through Saturday 

at the Alliant Energy Center. 

Almost 80-thousand people 

from around the world are 

expected. It highlights the 

world's most elite dairy 

cattle, the latest dairy 

research, and new 

technologies.  

Expera Specialty Solutions, 

the owners of paper mills in 

Wisconsin including 

Rhinelander is closing its mill 

operation in Maine.  The 

closing of the Old Town Mill 

site will idle about 200 

workers.  Announced in a 

company news release, 

Expera president and CEO 

Russ Wanke said the 

operation they purchased in 

August of last year was 

hampered by the exchange 

rate of the Canadian dollar 



and depressed prices for 

pulp wood, among other 

factors.   
 

 

 


