
Below is a list of significant issues responded by KQSK 97.5 FM and KCNB 94.7 FM in Chadron, 

Nebraska along with significant programming treatment on those issues for the First Quarter 

January 1 - March 31, 2022

______________________________________________________________________________

Sioux Co. to secure financing for new Harrison elementary school...Jan. 5...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 

noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

After more than four hours of meetings with the public in two days, the Sioux County School 

Board voted unanimously Tuesday to secure financing to construct a new elementary school. 

The timeline calls for the district to break ground in 2022 and have the facility open for classes 

in the fall of 2023. While the board presented conceptual drawings and a preliminary plan that 

includes six classrooms, support rooms and a second gym to be used as an both an elementary 

cafeteria and physical education facility and a second high school gym, the final design has not 

yet been determined. The conceptual drawings as presented come with an estimated price tag 

of $4.65 million.

Report doesn't identify cause of Chadron plane crash...Jan. 6...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon news 

(Approx. 30 sec.)

The preliminary report on a Chadron plane crash that killed three people in northwest Nebraska 

in November doesn’t identify the cause of the crash. The National Transportation Safety Board 

said in a report released Wednesday that the plane’s takeoff appeared normal before it crashed 

on Nov. 21, and no anomalies were found in the plane’s engines or instruments. But most of the 

airplane’s wreckage was consumed by fire after it crashed about a mile and a half away from 

the Chadron airport. The federal agency will continue investigating the crash.

Upper Niobrara White NRD to hold Box Butte Creek meeting in Alliance...Jan. 7...6am, 7am, 

8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

The Upper Niobrara White NRD will host a meeting on Jan. 12 at the Knight Museum and 

Sandhills Center in Alliance at 2 p.m. to discuss flooding concerns in the Box Butte Creek 

watershed area. All landowners within this watershed are encouraged to attend as well as 

anyone else who would like to learn more about possible structural and non-structural 

alternatives to manage excess water in this area.

Dawes Co. Sheriff's Office warns citizens about phone scam...Jan. 10...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 

noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

Dawes County Sheriff Karl Dailey said that his office has received multiple calls from citizens 

concerned about scam phone calls. The calls threaten citizens saying they will be arrested for 

failure to appear for jury duty unless they immediately pay a fine by phone. Dailey said that this 

is a scam. He said the Chadron community should not take the threat seriously. If you receive 

this scam call, hang up and call the Dawes County Sheriff’s Office at (308) 432-3025.
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Upper Niobrara White NRD partners with CSC on Range Day...Jan. 12...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 

noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

The Upper Niobrara White Natural Resources District (UNWNRD) will again partner with 

Chadron State College (CSC) & C.F. Coffee Family Foundation to hold the 6th Annual Range Day 

at the Student Center on the CSC Campus on Wednesday, January 12. “The planning committee 

has pulled together another line up of great speakers on several range related topics. Anyone 

interested in protecting or benefiting range health is encouraged to attend” stated Tricia Goes, 

UNWNRD Natural Resources Coordinator. The Range Day is a one-day, educational event with 

past presentations on anything from prescribed burning and long-range weather forecasts, to 

range monitoring technology and drones. 

Dawes Co., Mobius Communications help bring fiber to rural residents...Jan. 13...6am, 7am, 

8am, 12 noon news (Appro. 30 sec.)

Mobius Communications Company has been awarded a grant implemented through the 

Nebraska Public Service Commission.

Mobius has been awarded the Nebraska Broadband Bridge Act Grant. Mobius Communications 

submitted a grant for rural Dawes County in the amount of $1,975,000. Collaborating financially 

Mobius, Dawes County and the grant award in the amount of $987,500 will help deploy fiber to 

over 70 miles in rural Dawes County. This new fiber network will be delivered to remote rural 

residents in Dawes County; Mobius has been working diligently to provide connectivity to rural 

residents in Dawes County and surrounding areas in western Nebraska.

PPHD: Panhandle virus cases have increased 93% in the past week...Jan. 14...6am, 7am, 8am, 

12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

562 new COVID cases (131 youth age 0-19) in the Panhandle are being reported today. This is 

up 93% since reporting 291 cases on January 5. Currently, 19 individuals are hospitalized with 

COVID, up from 13 last week. This is a 46% increase from the previous week. Eighteen new 

deaths have been reported.

This brings the total COVID deaths in the area since the beginning of the pandemic to 270. 

Twenty additional deaths are pending verification. “Vaccines remain the best public health 

measure to protect people from COVID, slow transmission, and reduce the impact on our 

healthcare systems,” Kim Engel, Panhandle Public Health District Director.

CPD reminds Chadron community of new school zone ordinances...Feb. 1...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 

noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

The City of Chadron and the Chadron Public School District have worked together over the last 

few months to enhance the safety of the community's school zones. "New ordinances have 

been established that will define the school zone around our public schools, to include a time 

period that motorists will need to travel 15 miles per hour," Chadron Police Chief Rick Hickstein 

said. "The new time period will be 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday of the school year. 

The new ordinances also add traffic control devices at intersections to assist with the flow of 
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traffic and vehicle speeds around the schools." Starting the week of Feb. 7 , the City of 

Chadron’s Street Department will move signs and add signs around the school buildings to 

establish the new school zones. Chadron Police Department estimate that all new signage will 

be in place by Feb. 11. 

Chadron council approves plans for East Water Tank Recoating Project...Feb. 3...6am, 7am, 

8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

At its Jan. 24 meeting Chadron City Council approved plans and specifications for the East Tank 

Recoating Project. This resolution will also authorize a notice to bidders. Chadron City Manager 

John Sutherland said this is a water tank project that has been in the works for council. "It's a 

project that's needed to be done for some time," Sutherland said. "We knew it was coming on a 

critical stage and we're able to take action and take care of the problem. It's one of the city's 

main water tanks. It supplies the good amount of the water we use in the city. It's a critical 

piece of our infrastructure."

CSC reports dangerous situation; evacuation order lifted...Feb. 4...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon 

news (Approx. 30 sec.)

Chadron State College is reporting a dangerous situation on or near the campus and is asking 

students to evacuate. 

"Evacuate the campus, including residence halls, at once," Chadron State College said in a 

Facebook post shortly before 3 p.m." Leave immediately and do not touch anything. If you do 

not have a place to go that is off campus, Assumption Arena located at 364 Cedar St. is open. 

Check your CSC email for more information."

Chadron State College is no longer under an evacuation order. College officials and law 

enforcement lifted the evacuation order at 7:45 p.m. Friday evening. Local law enforcement 

and Campus Security, as well as the Nebraska State Patrol searched the entire campus and 

found no evidence of a threat. The residence halls are now open and college business can 

resume.  "I want to thank the students and employees who took this threat seriously and did 

the right thing by evacuating campus in a safe manner," CSC President Randy Rhine said. "I am 

so glad we did not find anything and I truly appreciate the help law enforcement provided. They 

all responded quickly and worked efficiently to get our campus back to normal."

Chadron council approves wildlife fence reconstruction at airport...March 2...6am, 7am, 8am, 

12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

At its Feb. 21 meeting Chadron City Council approved plans and specifications for the Airport 

Improvement Program (AIP) Project for the reconstruction of the existing Wildlife Fence Project 

at the Chadron Municipal Airport and authorized a notice to bidders. The project also received 

approval to apply for an application for federal funding.  "This is coming together for us," 

Chadron City Manager John Sutherland said. "We've talked about this for as long as I've been 

employed by the city, which isn't all that long. But we've talked about it from the beginning. I 

know it's been in planning stages for years here in the city and finally gotten to a place where 
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funding is available to do this project. And we're gradually getting the loop closed on this thing 

so that we can actually get the work let out for bid and then completed...a little bit of luck, 

maybe the winds will blow the right way and we'll be able to close this project out by the end of 

the year. Although, there is always that little room for considering the supply and the 

availability of contractors and so forth, we might end up pushing it over into the next year. This 

has been a much needed improvement at the airport for years. We're glad to have the 

opportunity to finally do it. Hats off to our engineering firm, Olsen and Associates for sticking 

with us and sticking with his project all this time...and doing the work necessary to get us over 

the finish line." The Chadron airport has had problems in the past with animal and plant life 

getting into the area. 

Dawes County Attorney's Office investigates two deaths...March 8...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon 

news (Approx. 30 sec.)

The Dawes County Attorney's Office is investigating two separate weekend deaths in Chadron. 

According to County Attorney/Coroner Vance Haug, the Dawes County Sheriff's Office was 

dispatched to the home of 62-year-old Philip Curd, at approximately 10:45 a.m. Saturday. Curd 

was found deceased by family members checking on him after not being able to reach him by 

phone. After the initial investigation of the scene, physical evidence and witness interviews, it 

was determined that foul play is not likely to be involved in Curd's death.  The investigation is 

ongoing, and an autopsy has been ordered.  If anyone has  information pertaining to this 

investigation, contact the Dawes County Sheriff's Office at 308-432-3025. The Chadron Police 

Department and Dawes County Attorney/Coroner were contacted at approximately 5 p.m. 

Saturday to investigate the unattended death of 68-year-old Roger Mays of Chadron. Mays was 

found to be non-responsive in his home by family members who immediately contacted rescue 

personal. A review of evidence at the scene, medical history and witness and medical personnel 

information indicated Mays died of natural causes.  The Dawes County Attorney's Office was 

assisted by the Chadron Police Dept. and Dawes County Sheriff's Office in both investigations. 

City of Chadron continues to work on Aquatic Center's HVAC problems...March 16...6am, 

7am, 8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)

On December 15, 2021 the motor of the heating element in the Aquatic Centers integrated 

HVAC/Dehumidification system failed. City staff contacted the city’s on-call Trane service 

technician for support, and after inspection the technician ordered a replacement motor from 

the manufacturer. City staff immediately began implementing improvised measures in an 

attempt to continue to provide service to our customers. The make-shift solutions that staff has 

been able to make have not restored the HVAC system to normal operation. When the outdoor 

temperature falls below 45°, it is very difficult to maintain the normal indoor operating 

temperature in the center; and, because of the humidity in the facility, it can feel cold, 

sometimes very cold. Throughout this difficult situation the staff has been able to maintain 

normal water temperature. Many of our regular users tell us that once they are in the water, 

the experience is good. The city’s staff has worked far beyond normal expectations throughout 
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this crisis in an effort to maintain a decent customer experience; we have not always succeeded 

and for that, we apologize. The large majority of our customers have been incredibly 

understanding and supportive – it is the Chadron way. We are all hoping we receive the parts as 

promised in the month of May and along with them a return to normalcy.
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