COPYRIGHT TEXARKANA GAZETTE

DE QUEEN, Ark. — A suspect who allegedly assaulted a Sevier County Sheriff’s investigator
Wednesday morning and was the focus of a manhunt was captured without incident.

Law enforcement from multiple agencies searched near Dierks Lake for the suspect, identified as
Justin Thomas Keaster, 39. Keaster was taken into custody Wednesday afternoon, according to a
news release from the Sevier County Sheriff’s Office.

Keaster was allegedly involved in a high-speed pursuit with the Arkansas State Police early
Tuesday after he fled in a stolen truck. He later allegedly ambushed a Sevier County investigator,
stole his gun and patrol vehicle, and then fled. The patrol vehicle was later found near Dierks
Lake.

The investigator is being treated at medical center for treatment of an injury sustained during the
altercation.

Keaster was considered armed and extremely dangerous. The public was urged not to approach
him and contact authorities immediately.



