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Two Arkansans killed in Mississippi County when devastating tornadoes ripped through the 
region will be laid to rest this week.  KASU’s Brandon Tabor reports. 
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94-year-old Golden Wes Hembry was a Korean War Veteran and a former farmer who lived 
most of his life in the town of Leachville.  

52-year-old June Ann Pennington lived most of her life in Manila and Leachville and enjoyed 
spending her spare time with her friends, family, children, and grandchildren.  She worked as the 
Assistant Manager of the Dollar General in Leachville. 

Hembry was at the Monette Manor Nursing Home and Pennington was at the Dollar General 
when both facilities were destroyed by a powerful tornado on late Friday - killing them both in 
the aftermath. 

Hembry is expected to have his funeral on Wednesday afternoon at the Howard Funeral Service 
Chapel in Leachville.  He’s expected to have a burial with military honors following the 
ceremony. 

Pennington’s ceremony will be late Thursday morning also at the chapel. 

They were among more than 80 people killed in a deadly tornado outbreak that spanned across 5 
states last week. 

In Jonesboro, I’m Brandon Tabor. 

 

 


