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Arctic cold in the area News 1/1/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

There will be a brief break 

to the arctic cold that’s 

had a hold on us but 

forecasters have another 

one right behind.  Several 

more records fell yesterday 

with new record low 

maximum temperatures 

recorded.  Rhinelander’s 

high of 3-below broke the 

old mark of plus four set 

back in 1927.  Antigo 

snapped a nearly 70-year 

old record when it only 

reached minus one.  Merrill 

squeaked above zero to 

run, breaking the 1946 

record of five above.  Wind 

chills will remain at 

dangerous levels the next 

several days. 

More problems for the 



beleaguered Target stores 

in the wake of the credit 

card breach last month.  

The company now issued 

an apology to thousands of 

customers after some the 

gift cards sold at the retail 

giant appear to have not 

been properly funded.  

Target says it will honor the 

defective cards without a 

receipt.  As many as 40,000 

cards could be affected, 

according to an unnamed 

source.  The company says 

the gift card issue is 

unrelated to a company-

wide breach that exposed 

the credit and debit card 

numbers of more than 40 

million accounts. 

The Rural Schools Task Force 

meets in Antigo next week.  

These two part listening 

sessions are designed to 

bring the plight of rural 

school districts to Madison.  

The first part of the hearing, 

next Wednesday at Antigo 



High School, will feature 

representatives of the 

Antigo and Merrill school 

districts plus CESA 9, 

headquartered in 

Tomahawk and the 

Wisconsin Virtual Schools.  

That afternoon the meeting 

opens to parents, teachers 

and taxpayers.  The hearing 

runs from 1:30 to 4:00. 

 

  
Cold snap continues News 1/1/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 There will be a brief break 

to the arctic cold that’s 

had a hold on us but 

forecasters have another 

one right behind.  Several 

more records fell yesterday 

with new record low 

maximum temperatures 

recorded.  Rhinelander’s 

high of 3-below broke the 

old mark of plus four set 

back in 1927.  Antigo 

snapped a nearly 70-year 

old record when it only 

reached minus one.  Merrill 

squeaked above zero to 

run, breaking the 1946 



record of five above.  Wind 

chills will remain at 

dangerous levels the next 

several days. 

More problems for the 

beleaguered Target stores 

in the wake of the credit 

card breach last month.  

The company now issued 

an apology to thousands of 

customers after some the 

gift cards sold at the retail 

giant appear to have not 

been properly funded.  

Target says it will honor the 

defective cards without a 

receipt.  As many as 40,000 

cards could be affected, 

according to an unnamed 

source.  The company says 

the gift card issue is 

unrelated to a company-

wide breach that exposed 

the credit and debit card 

numbers of more than 40 

million accounts. 

The Rural Schools Task Force 

meets in Antigo next week.  

These two part listening 



sessions are designed to 

bring the plight of rural 

school districts to Madison.  

The first part of the hearing, 

next Wednesday at Antigo 

High School, will feature 

representatives of the 

Antigo and Merrill school 

districts plus CESA 9, 

headquartered in 

Tomahawk and the 

Wisconsin Virtual Schools.  

That afternoon the meeting 

opens to parents, teachers 

and taxpayers.  The hearing 

runs from 1:30 to 4:00. 

 

  
Death at a Rhinelander bar News 1/2/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A bar fight in Rhinelander 

early New Year’s day 

turned ugly, killing a 48-year 

old man.  Police were 

called to Sackett’s Bar 

downtown shortly after 

midnight and found two 

men on the floor.  EMT’s got 

one victim to the hospital 

while the other, according 

to witnesses and relatives, 

Jim Tanner of Rhinelander, 



died at the scene.  An 

autopsy is scheduled for 

today to determine the 

cause of death.  Officials 

are still investigating the 

fight, which has several 

versions as to how it started.  

Utility crews in Wausau are 

still mopping up a water 

main break last night.  What 

was called a, “pretty good 

sized” break happened at 

North 6th and West Wausau 

Avenue just before 7:00.  

The sub-freezing 

temperatures are 

hampering the work as 

several surrounding blocks 

had the water pooling up.  

No damage has been 

reported. 

More than two years after 

being signed into law, 

portions of Governor Scott 

Walker’s signature law 

restricting collective 

bargaining for most public 

employees is still tied up in 



court. The same is true for a 

law requiring voters to show 

a state-issued photo ID to 

vote, which remains 

blocked by multiple 

lawsuits.  Attorney General 

J.B. Van Hollen is a big 

believer in the judiciary and 

the role it plays, but is 

frustrated to see the will of 

the people and the 

Legislature delayed. Van 

Hollen says his biggest 

concern is how long the 

process is taking and he’d 

like to see things resolved 

before he leaves office 

later this year. 

 

Autopsy on Rhinelander bar 
fight victim 
 News 1/2/14 1230p,520p 1:30 

 An autopsy today should 

determine how a 48-year-

old man died after a bar 

fight in Rhinelander soon 

after the New Year began. 

 Police were called around 

12:30 yesterday morning to 

Sackett's Bar downtown, 

where they found two men 

injured.  One was sent to 



the hospital, while the other 

died at the scene.  And 

despite published reports 

the name of the victim as of 

this time hasn’t been 

officially released.   Police 

were still trying to sort out 

what happened. 

 Prosecutors have joined 

Rhinelander Police and the 

Oneida County medical 

examiner's office in the 

investigation.   

Wisconsin wolves are 

moving south to Illinois, 

where it might be a while 

before that state decides 

what to do about them. 

 Wisconsin had an 

estimated 800-plus wolves 

before the recent hunt 

dropped that number by 

about 250.  Only a few 

wolves have been spotted 

in Illinois, but officials there 

are starting to draft possible 

management plans in case 

a pack ever gets settled. 

 Most of Wisconsin's wolves 



remain in the northern half , 

but Joe Kath of the Illinois D-

N-R says one pack has 

settled close to the state 

line near Beloit. 

A draw-down will continue 

through the winter on the 

Minong Flowage in far 

northwest Wisconsin.  The D-

N-R is telling anglers to 

expect lower water levels, 

as crews from Washburn 

County are repairing a dam 

on the flowage.  The D-N-R 

ordered the draw-down 

until all the repairs are 

finished.  Officials urge ice 

anglers to use extra caution 

due to reduced water 

levels and flowing water. 

 The Minong flowage 

covers about 16-hundred 

acres.  It's deepest point is 

at 21-feet. 
 

 Power out in the area 
 News 1/3/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Over 5400 people are 

without power this morning.  

Wisconsin Public Service 

reports customers in the 

Lakewood, Towsend, 



Mountain and White Lake 

areas are affected.  No 

estimate was immediately 

available for when service 

would be restored.  All this 

with temperatures in those 

locations better than 20-

below zero.  The forecast 

heading into next week is 

getting dangerous with high 

temperatures for Monday 

and Tuesday well below 

zero.  The accompanying 

wind chills prompted the 

National Weather Service to 

already issue wind chill 

warnings from 6 Sunday 

night to noon on Tuesday 

for wind chill values down 

to 55 below.  That will freeze 

exposed skin in less than 10 

minutes.   

The owner of a Rhinelander 

bar and music venue will be 

in court next month on 

obstruction charges.  55-

year old John Mason owns 

the Elbo Room downtown 

and the dispute comes 



from a concert there last 

month.  According to the 

criminal complaint Mason 

signed for a package 

delivered by FedEx, 

intended for the tour 

manager of the band.  It’s 

alleged Mason got into an 

argument with him about 

back stage passes and 

meeting that night’s 

headliner, Bret Michaels.  

Mason told police he didn’t 

get the package and 

didn’t know where it was.  

The manager was emailed 

a receipt with Mason’s 

signature on it.  When 

questioned, the delivery 

driver described Mason as 

the one who took and 

signed for the package.  

Mason said he found it later 

when cleaning the hall 

after the concert.  He’s 

back in court February 25th. 

And temperatures from the 

famous ice bowl in green 

bay will be beaten as 



gametime high temps for 

the packers/49ers game 

should be around 6-below 

zero. 
 

  
Schools closed  News 1/3/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The weather is already 

affecting the North as 

schools in the Ashland 

County community of 

Mellen closed due to a 

water main break.  Several 

others had delayed 

openings because of a 

power outage that 

affected over 5400 

Wisconsin Public Service 

customers for a couple 

hours early this morning.   It 

got down to minus-25 in 

Antigo, breaking the old 

mark of 22-below set in 

1979.  School officials are 

watching the weather 

closely through the 

weekend as temperatures 

are forecast to be well 

below zero with wind chill 

warnings already posted 

from early Sunday night to 

noon on Tuesday for values 



down to 55-below zero.  

Exposed skin can freeze in 

less than ten minutes under 

those conditions.  

Rhinelander school 

superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

told us they’re in contact 

with the bus service and 

law enforcement and the 

soonest they’d announce 

any changes would be 

Sunday.   

A suspect is in custody 

following a shooting in 

Wausau early this morning.  

City police say 30-year old 

John Lewis allegedly shot a 

man outside the 

Sidetracked Bar on South 

Third Avenue after a fight.  

The victim had emergency 

surgery at Aspirus Hospital 

and is in the critical care 

unit.  Police said this wasn’t 

a random act as the two 

men knew each other. 

The state’s triple-A says 

while gasoline prices 

continue to inch up, relief is 



coming.  Experts say part of 

the increase is due to 

inventory reductions taken 

by oil companies to reduce 

their tax burdens.  Also, 

crude oil prices dropped 

below $100 a barrel.  

Analysts say barring any 

flare-ups in the middle east, 

the market should remain 

stable for 2014. 
 

  
Cold weather continues News 1/6/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Not only have the frigid 

temperatures and wind 

chills to 45-below opened 

this Monday, so did a 

power outage, affecting 

over 3800 Wisconsin Public 

Service customers for 

several hours early this 

morning.  Both Trig’s and 

WalMart in the city are 

open as warming centers.  

Other cities and towns have 

similar facilities open to 

people at area stores and 

hospitals.  High 

temperatures the next few 

days are forecast to stay 

below zero and Wind Chill 



warnings continue well into 

Tuesday for temperatures 

feeling like 50-below or 

better.  Exposed skin can 

freeze in ten minutes under 

those conditions.  

No one was hurt when a 

portion of the roof at 

Graphic Packaging 

International in Wausau 

collapsed Saturday night.  

About 20 workers were in 

the building around 10:30 

when a forklift hit a support 

pole, causing about 3200 

square feet of the roof to 

cave in.  Large sprinkler 

system pipes came down 

as well, causing significant 

damage in the 

manufacturing area of the 

plant.   

The fourth in a series of 

public hearings on 

education takes place 

Wednesday in Antigo.  The 

Task Force on Rural Schools 

meets from 1:30 to 5 

Wednesday afternoon at 



Antigo High School.  The 

group, chaired by 

Rhinelander republican 

state representative Rob 

Swearingen, is looking for 

solutions to problems faced 

by rural schools including 

declining enrollments, 

funding and transportation.  

Two more hearings are 

scheduled before a final 

report is completed in 

March. 

A last second field goal 

ended the Packers season 

yesterday, as Green Bay fell 

to the 49er’s 23-20 at home 

in one of four  

NFL playoff games this 

weekend. 
 

 Businesses closed due to 
the weather 
 News 1/6/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Hundreds of schools, 

businesses, and 

government offices closed 

today, after a cold Arctic 

air mass brought even 

colder air to Wisconsin.  The 

coldest wind chills began 

showing up around seven 

o'clock -- 53-below in 



Rhinelander with an actual 

temperature of minus-29. 

  Wisconsin Public Service 

restored all power to over a 

quarter of Rhinelander, 

where more than 38-

hundred electric customers 

were out early this morning. 

 Many of today's closings 

were announced on Friday, 

when the deep freeze was 

forecast.  Many area cities 

and towns have larger 

businesses or hospitals 

acting as warming shelters if 

needed.  Mother Nature 

has a carbon copy of 

today again tomorrow.  

You can check this station’s 

website for the latest 

information. 

A former Rhinelander High 

School teacher is spending 

another month in custody 

and four years on probation 

on convictions for thefts-

and-illegal drugs.  35-year-

old Joshua Juergens is 

serving his time at a local 



drug treatment facility, 

where he has spent the last 

two months.  He struck a 

plea deal last fall in which 

he was convicted on four 

charges -- most of them 

reduced -- while four others 

were dropped.  Oneida 

County District Attorney 

Michael Schiek said 

Juergens has, "a very 

significant substance abuse 

problem."  He was arrested 

last September after a 

disturbance at his home. 

 Authorities noticed 

computer equipment 

missing from Rhinelander 

High, where Juergens was 

an English teacher until he 

was fired after his arrest.   

The Mega Millions’ jackpot 

is back at 15-million dollars 

for tomorrow night, after a 

ticket sold in Tennessee 

claimed a 61-million-dollar 

prize on Friday. In 

Powerball, the top prize is at 

70-million dollars for 



Wednesday night. 
 

  
Cold weather continues to 
plague businesses and 
schools News 1/7/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The bitter cold grip on the 

state will continue at least 

another day before some 

moderation toward the 

weekend.  Schools and 

businesses providing non-

critical services are closed 

again today as 

temperatures and the 

accompanying wind chills 

were well below zero this 

morning.  Many businesses 

across the north have been 

closing early so both 

customers and employees 

don’t have to venture out is 

these conditions.  At least 

seven deaths have been 

blamed on the weather 

across the state.   

The familiar company 

names may be gone but 

the jobs are secure as 

another paper company in 

Wisconsin is sold.  Coated 

paper maker Verso Paper is 

buying NewPage Holdings, 

a printing and specialty 



papermaker, in a deal 

valued at $1.4-billion.  

NewPage is headquartered 

in Ohio with operations in 

Wisconsin and several other 

states.  They employ nearly 

1700 people in Stevens 

Point, WI Rapids and Biron.  

Verson is based in Memphis.  

The deal is expected to 

close later this year and has 

unanimous support of both 

companies’ board.  This 

acquisition was set up over 

the years with NewPage 

buying Stora Enso in 2007 

after that company 

acquired Consolodated 

Papers, one of central 

wisconsin’s largest 

employers, seven years 

earlier.   

As efforts continue in 

Washington to restore 

extended unemployment 

benefits, Wisconsin 

Congressman Paul Ryan 

says the move will actually 

enhance long term 



unemployment and 

encourage people to pass 

on jobs they’d normally 

take, just to stay on the 

program.  The Janesville 

Republican says the real 

answer is to grow the 

economy and create 

better jobs, which he 

argues the federal 

government hasn’t done.  

 

  
Car theft News 1/7/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A 15-year-old Wisconsin 

boy is facing charges for 

allegedly stealing a car, 

speeding into Upper 

Michigan, hitting a trooper's 

vehicle, and then rolling 

over.  It happened 

yesterday morning. 

 Officials believe the 

incident may have started 

in Appleton as officers 

picked up the chase in 

Niagara in Florence County 

before the driver crossed 

into Michigan. The chase 

went through downtown 

Iron Mountain before the 



teen hit a Michigan State 

Police vehicle near the city, 

and rolled over a short time 

later.  The teen and two 

troopers were treated at a 

hospital for minor injuries, 

and were later released. 

 The boy is being held 

pending possible charges. 

You might not think that ski 

hills would be closed due to 

the cold -- but some are. 

 Officials at Granite Peak 

near Wausau say they're 

concerned about injuries to 

folks going down Rib 

Mountain.  They're also 

worried that chair lifts would 

break down, thus leaving 

skiers stuck in the frozen air. 

 Granite Peak was closed 

yesterday.  The same is true 

today, and the ski area 

plans to re-open tomorrow. 

The search is on for 

Wisconsin's most ethical 

hunter.  The state D-N-R and 

the La Crosse Tribune have 

sponsored a award 



program for the last 16 

years, in which a hunter is 

recognized for helping 

others.  The D-N-R is taking 

nominations for this year's 

award through January 

15th.  The nominees must 

be licensed hunters -- and 

their good deeds must 

have been done during the 

2013 hunting seasons in the 

Badger State.  Nominations 

can be e-mailed to the D-

N-R's new chief 

conservation warden, Todd 

Schaller. 
 

  
Sales tax holidays in 
Wisconsin News 1/8/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Lawmakers are renewing a 

push for a plan to give 

consumers a pair of sales 

tax holidays in Wisconsin.  

Under the bill, the first 

holiday would come during 

a weekend in August and 

would apply to back to 

school related purchases, 

like clothing, classroom 

supplies, and computers. 

The second would be the 

first weekend in November, 



giving shoppers a tax break 

on energy efficient 

products.  During a hearing 

on the bill yesterday in 

Madison, supporters argued 

the plan will bring 

“welcome relief” to many 

middle class families during 

what can be expensive 

times of the year for them. 

A Legislative committee is 

currently considering the 

proposal. 

Desperate times mean 

desperate measures and 

sometimes it leads to 

problems.  Like the Lac du 

Flambeau woman who 

tried warming up her 

vehicle in yesterday 

morning’s 27 below 

weather.  That doesn’t 

sound unusual until you 

hear she used hot charcoal 

under it.  Her 2007 Dodge 

Caravan started on fire but 

was quickly extinguished, 

causing about $1000 worth 

of damage.  No one was 



hurt. 

Another casualty of the 

frigid weather are cell 

phone batteries.  The small 

devices don’t handle the 

cold well and drain quickly.  

Plus, the screens can crack 

if exposed to extreme cold.  

Manufacturers say it’s as 

simple as keeping the 

phone in your pocket or 

ladies, if it’s in your purse, 

don’t leave it in the car.   

Famed golf course 

designers Bill Coore and 

Ben Crenshaw have been 

picked to develop a new 

championship-style course 

in central Wisconsin.  They'll 

develop the course at Sand 

Valley, a planned golf resort 

about 15 miles south of 

Wisconsin Rapids. 
 

  
Gogebic Tacanite meeting  News 1/8/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

  Gogebic Taconite is 

meeting with its northern 

Wisconsin neighbors today, 

to update them on its 

proposed iron ore mine. 



 The firm has been taking 

appointments to meet with 

folks individually in Hurley, 

Saxon, Ashland, and 

Mellen.  They say the 

personal meetings prevent 

residents from being 

intimidated at public 

hearings by politically-

motivated opponents.  The 

company held a similar 

round of personal meetings 

in November.  The project is 

no less controversial than it 

was last spring, when the 

state Legislature agreed to 

speed up Gogebic's 

process for getting a state 

permit, something they’ll 

formally apply for by year’s 

end. 

Homes and businesses in 

eastern Wisconsin won’t 

have to worry about dialing 

10 digits for local phone 

calls -- not for awhile, 

anyway.  The Public Service 

Commission has indefinitely 

delayed plans to have new 



phone numbers in the 9-2-0 

zone use an overlapping 

area code of 2-7-4.  The 

move was ordered 

because cell phones and 

fax machines were 

snapping up available 9-2-0 

numbers, still over a million 

numbers remain so the 

change is on hold.  

Wisconsin's two major 

teachers' unions are talking 

merger.  The Wisconsin 

Education Association 

Council and American 

Federation of Teachers 

drafted initial governance 

documents for a group to 

be called "Wisconsin 

Together."  It comes about 

two-and-a-half years after 

the state's Act-10 public 

union bargaining limits -- in 

which school unions lost 

their ability to bargain for 

working conditions and pay 

levels above inflation. 

 Members of both groups 

will vote on a possible 



merger April 26th in Green 

Bay.    If approved, it would 

take effect in September 

with a two-year transition 

period. 
 

  
Autopsy results revealed  News 1/9/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The man who died after a 

New Year’s morning fight in 

Rhinelander suffered a 

broken sternum that 

punctured his heart.  

Autopsy results were 

released yesterday for 48-

year old James Tanner, who 

reportedly punched 

another man at Sackett’s 

Bar, in Rhinelander.  59-year 

old Gregory Dryden then 

rushed up, pushing Tanner’s 

chest into the bar, knocking 

him to the floor.  62-year old 

John Klucarich was treated 

and released from the 

hospital for a head injury 

while Tanner died in the 

ambulance outside the bar.  

Dryden was the DJ for the 

New year’s party.  The 

Oneida County DA is 

reviewing the incident for 



possible charges. 

The case against a former 

Langlade County Sheriff’s 

deputy is moved to 

neighboring Marathon 

County.  Michael Brayton 

resigned in mid-2012, 

charged with 22 child sex 

related felonies.  Four girls 

between 15 and 17 years 

old told police Brayton 

texted naked photos of 

himself to them.  One also 

said she performed a sex 

act with him.  Prosecutors 

are hinting at a plea deal in 

the case that’s back in 

court January 27th. 

The Ringle Fire Department 

battled flames and frigid 

temperatures at a house 

fire last night.  The fire was 

reported just after 6 as the 

homeowners were thawing 

plumbing pipes in a back 

room.  The fire was 

contained within 15 

minutes.  No injuries were 



reported. 

State lawmakers find out 

today what people think 

about the idea of having 

more charter schools in 

Wisconsin.  The Assembly's 

Urban Education 

Committee meets late this 

morning on a G-O-P bill to 

expand the numbers of 

institutions that can create 

charter schools.  Those 

schools provide specialized 

education with fewer 

regulations than public 

schools.    
 

  
Explosion in Wausau News 1/9/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 An explosion this morning 

rocked a Wausau 

neighborhood.  Shortly 

before 7:00 firefighters were 

called to a home on the 

8300 block of Pioneer Lane 

already engulfed in flames.  

It’s not known if anyone 

was inside at the time. 

Land o Lakes and 

Tomahawk were two of the 

coldest spots in the country 



early this morning with 

reading of 30-plus below 

zero.  Forecast highs and 

lows above zero will last a 

few days then the snow 

moves in for the weekend 

and back in the freezer late 

week.   

The owner of nine dogs 

near Wausau may face 

criminal charges, for 

allegedly leaving the pets 

outside during this week's 

bitter cold.  The Marathon 

County Humane Society 

was called in after it was 

learned the dogs' water 

was frozen.  The animals 

were found to be tethered 

outside at a property in 

Hamburg, when it was 15-

below with a wind chill of 

minus-40.  There are minor 

issues with the pets, caused 

by their lack of ability to 

maintain themselves in the 

extreme cold.  Animal 

cruelty charges are being 

recommended.  



If you're filing for 

unemployment, and you 

can't reach a claim 

specialist, you're not alone. 

 The state Workforce 

Development agency says 

it's dealing with high 

volumes of phone calls, 

and staffers are working 

overtime to handle it all.  

Those seeking help are 

urged to avoid calling on 

Mondays, early mornings, 

and noon-hours which are 

all the busiest.  They're 

urged to have their work 

and Social Security 

information handy.  Officials 

also say the fastest way to 

file is online. 
 

  
House explosion in Wausau News 1/10/14 630a,730a,830a `1:30 

Neighbors were evacuated 

when a house in Wausau 

exploded and burst into 

flames.  Now, authorities 

including the FBI want to 

know why.  Just before 7 

yesterday morning 

firefighters were called to 

the house on Pioneer Lane 



in rural Wausau.  The heat 

was so intense some 

neighbors had to leave.  

Upon inspection authorities 

found what were called 

devices that were 

suspicious in nature.  The 

bomb team inspected the 

ruins to ensure safety.  Now 

they’re searching for the 

homeowner, whose 

whereabouts are unknown. 

 

The woman accused of 

being drunk when her 

motorcycle struck another 

one, killing the rider, will go 

to court.  50-year old 

Lynette Haman of Elkhorn 

faces two felony charges in 

the death of Benjamin 

Guite of Merrill.  The 

accident happened 

September 13th on Hwy L 

north of Tomahawk.  She 

pleaded not guilty 

yesterday in Oneida county 

court.  Witnesses testified 

her bike, and that of her 



husband, Victor Haman, 

both attending the annual 

Fall Ride in Tomahawk, 

were all over the road prior 

to the accident.  She’s 

back in court April 8th. 

 

Two years in prison, five 

years parole, the sentence 

for 46-year old Lisa Saykally, 

now living in North Dakota, 

convicted of stealing more 

than $600,000 from her 

families’ business, Aqualand 

Manufacturing between 

2004 and 2011.  

 

The Aspirus School District of 

Rhinelander Clinic opened 

yesterday.  The basic, 

primary care facility at the 

high school, which is not 

open to the public, can 

safely handle routine health 

issues yet be able to handle 

more important issues 

should they occur.  The 

recent frigid weather 

postponed the official 



ribbon-cutting ceremony 

this week, to next Tuesday 

at Rhinelander High School. 
 

  
Band director at Merrill H.S. 
resigns News  1/10/14  1230p,530p 1:30 

 A band director at Merrill 

High School has resigned, 

after a female student 

reported undisclosed 

allegations last week.  27-

year-old Matt Callope, on 

staff for four years, was put 

on paid leave last Friday. 

 Merrill school officials were 

planning to start an in-

depth investigation when 

Callope quit.  The matter 

has been turned over to 

Merrill Police.   

State minority Democrats 

are conducting a public 

hearing in Marshfield today 

on their effort to have 

independent panels re-

draw congressional and 

legislative districts.  A similar 

hearing was held yesterday 

in Chippewa Falls.  Majority 

Republicans had sole 

control of that process in 

2011, and they've refused 



to consider the 

independent route.  Former 

long-time House Democrat 

David Obey is taking part in 

the hearings.  Critics say the 

G-O-P added its own voters 

to Obey's old district to try-

and-keep Sean Duffy in 

office -- and it may have an 

effect in a district just to the 

south. 

After a national search, the 

University of Wisconsin 

System found its new 

president in its back yard. 

 Ray Cross -- who's been the 

chancellor of the U-W 

Extension and two-year 

colleges since 2011 -- was 

named yesterday to 

replace Kevin Reilly.  It's the 

third straight time the Board 

of Regents chose a 

president from within.  Reilly 

held Cross's former job 

when he was picked nine 

years ago -- and Katharine 

Lyall was the U-W's vice 

president for academic 



affairs when she was 

promoted to the top. 

 Regents' selection 

chairman Michael Falbo 

says the 66-year-old Cross 

has a, "deep 

understanding" of the 

challenges and 

opportunities facing the 26-

campus system. 
 

  
Man dead following 
snowmobile accident News 1/13/14 630a,730a,830a`  1:30 

 A 70-year old man is dead 

following a weekend 

snowmobile accident.  The 

Price county sheriff’s 

department reported the 

crash on a public trail east 

of Phillips Saturday 

afternoon .  The unidentified 

driver was pronounced 

dead at the scene.  

Investigators say he hit a 

wire and a tree in the 

accident. 

The town of Newbold has a 

new fire chief.  Mark Fetzer 

was sworn in last week, 

taking over for the retiring 

Tom Waydick who served 

the township in that position 



for 20 years.  He was with 

the department for 25. 

The Ministry Medical Group 

is looking for applicants for 

its medical student loan 

repayment program.  

Ministry offers up to $200-

thousand dollars in financial 

aid to students enrolled in 

medical education 

programs.  It requires 

students to return to and 

work as a primary care 

provider for five years 

following residency in a 

Ministry facility.  Students 

also must become a 

licensed physician in the 

state and specialize in 

primary care: family 

medicine, internal 

medicine, pediatrics or 

internal medicine.  More 

information is available at 

their Website, 

Ministryhealth.org . 

Beginning in March, hunting 

groups can apply for a 

grant from the DNR to run 



programs attracting and 

retaining hunters.  The move 

comes after the agency 

canceled a half-million 

dollar grant to a politically 

connected group, the 

United Sportsmen of 

Wisconsin Federation.   The 

agency and republicans 

came under fire for the 

move.  The new grants are 

worth $10,000, and the 

agency has $200,000 

available.  The state’s aging 

demographics mean the 

number of hunters is 

expected to drop in the 

coming years.  

 

  
Pickup truck driver is being 
sought by police News 1/13/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities in northwest 

Wisconsin were looking for a 

pick-up truck driver who 

killed two pedestrians and 

kept going.  It happened 

Saturday night on Polk 

County Trunk "E" in the 

Round Lake Indian 

community.  Sheriff's 

officials said the two men 



were involved in a physical 

altercation at a nearby 

home that continued 

outside on the roadway just 

before the truck hit them. 

 Investigators were looking 

for a dark-colored pick-up 

with mostly frontal damage 

to the under-carriage.  The 

victims' names were not 

immediately released. 

Two people died in 

Wisconsin snowmobile 

crashes this weekend.  A 70-

year-old woman died 

Saturday afternoon in Price 

County.  Sheriff's officials 

said her snowmobile left a 

public trail near Phillips and 

struck a wire, and then a 

tree.  She died at the 

scene.  A 52-year old 

Caledonia man was killed 

Saturday morning in a 

Racine County crash 

If you think snowmobiling 

conditions are perfect 

across Wisconsin, think 

again.  Travel Wisconsin-



Dot-Com says trails are 

closed in most of the 

southern half of the state. 

 In the northern half, most 

trails are good-to-excellent. 

 Portage County lies in the 

middle -- and those trails 

are now closed.  Officials 

said about 20-inches of 

snow have fallen in central 

Wisconsin this winter -- but 

most of it's been light-and-

fluffy, and it doesn't last 

under the weight of high-

powered sleds.  Many 

snowmobile clubs in 

Portage County are looking 

for another 4-to-6 inches. 

 This time, they need it to be 

wet-and-heavy.  They might 

not have to wait long.  The 

National Weather Service 

has issued winter weather 

watches for central-and-

southern Wisconsin. 
 

  
Tomahawk man in jail News 1/14/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Gogebic Taconite is 

complaining the state 

wants too much information 

in their effort to build a 



huge iron mine near Mellen.  

The DNR says the company 

needs certain permissions 

for bulk mineral samples, 

including a storm water 

permit and an air permit 

exemption. The agency 

yesterday released a Jan. 

8th letter Gogebic Taconite 

Engineer Timothy Meyer 

wrote in response to 

additional requests.  Meyer 

complained the DNR's 

questions go beyond what's 

needed for a storm water 

permit and an air permit 

exemption.   He still 

provided the information 

but noted he was doing it 

only to move the process 

forward. 

A 38-year old Tomahawk 

man is in jail, accused of 

threatening a Lincoln 

county deputy and his 

family.  The unidentified 

man was approached by 

the officer as he came 

across a vehicle in a ditch 



near Merrill.  The man 

denied being the driver but 

later admitted to it and that 

he had no license.  When 

he was taken to jail he 

threatended to kill the 

deputy and his family.   

A historic vote in Lac du 

Flambeau today as tribal 

members are asked to 

amend the constitution and 

eliminate the Secretary of 

the Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

from the election process.   

Language in the proposed 

amendment includes 

increased protections for 

Tribal Members, and allows 

Members to petition for 

constitutional amendments 

without the approval of the 

Tribal Council.  If the 

proposed amendment 

passes, future amendments 

to the constitution would 

need the approval of 51% 

of the voting Membership.  

Tribal leaders say approval 



would mean regaining 

tribal sovereignty. 
 

  
Heavy snow in the area News 1/14/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 It was slow to develop but 

once it did heavy snow 

snarled morning commutes 

and the effects will be felt 

into tonight.  Winter Storm 

Warnings were posted early 

for much of central and 

eastern Wisconsin for 

upwards of nine inches of 

snow.  The morning hours 

already saw over six inches 

in Wausau and Antigo.  The 

North, with advisories 

already expiring had a 

couple inches on the 

ground by noon.  The 

problem now will be the 

return of the winds 

dropping the wind chill 

values to 15 below zero 

tonight into tomorrow 

morning.   

About 24-hundred 

unionized state employees 

may get closer today to 

receiving long-awaited pay 

raises.  Both houses of the 



Legislature are scheduled 

to act on new one-year 

contracts for members of 

five smaller unions.  If 

Governor Scott Walker signs 

them, the employees would 

get one-percent pay hikes 

retroactive to June 30th. 

 The bargaining units 

include professional 

education-and-legal 

employees, patient care 

workers, building craft trade 

employees, and statistical-

and-research personnel. 

Public hearings begin today 

on new, permanent rules for 

hunting in Wisconsin state 

parks.  The new rules are 

not much different than the 

temporary emergency rules 

adopted a year ago.  That 

was after the governor and 

Legislature passed a law in 

2012 allowing hunting-and-

trapping on state-owned 

recreational properties. 

 Under the permanent rules, 

park hunting seasons would 



be the same as last year. 

 Bans on shooting across 

trails would be made 

permanent, along with a 

requirement for dog-proof 

traps on dry lands.  The D-N-

R's public hearings are set 

for today in Appleton, 

January 21st in Eau Claire, 

the 22nd in Wausau, and 

the 23rd in Fitchburg. 
 

  
3 people die in car crash 
near Harshaw News 1/15/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Three people died in a 

crash near Harshaw 

yesterday afternoon.  No 

new information was 

available this morning and 

the victims have yet to be 

identified but the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department reports a 

propane tanker collided 

with a car on Highway 51 

near Fernwood Road about 

2:00.  Both lanes of the 

highway were closed and 

traffic was rerouted for 

several hours as hazmat 

crews secured the area 

and EMS personnel tended 



to the victims.  The snow-

covered roads were a 

factor in the accident.   

Another weather-related 

crash in Marathon County 

near Knowlton involved 

more than 20-vehicles and 

injured three people.  All 

lanes of Interstate 39 were 

shut down yesterday 

afternoon for nearly four 

hours.  Investigators say one 

northbound car losing 

control triggered the chain 

reaction.  Several vehicles 

ran into each other initially 

while others slid into the 

ditch to avoid contact. 

Yesterday we told you 

about a potentially historic 

vote in Lac du Flambeau 

that would allow the tribe 

to maintain their 

sovereignty by the ability to 

amend their own 

constitution without federal 

involvement.  The vote 

failed 72-40.   

Years ago the Oneida 



County Economic 

Development Corporation 

planed to build a green 

industrial and business park 

just east of Rhinelander.  

Finding early interest in the 

project and armed with 

ambitious plans, the county 

spent $500,000 and 

purchased a tract of land 

from Wausau Papers, across 

from the airport, adjacent 

to the Northwood golf 

course.  As the economy 

declined, so did the interest 

and now the land is for sale.   

Smoke is still visible from a 

huge barn fire yesterday in 

Sugar Camp where several 

thousand hay bales were 

destroyed.  Six volunteer 

departments responded to 

the calls. 
 

  
Latest on the Harshaw car 
crash deaths News 1/15/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Three 22-year olds lost their 

lives in that crash yesterday 

afternoon near Harshaw.  

The Oneida county sheriff’s 

department reports Jeremy 

Ritchie of Minocqua, Justine 



Ringberg of Bayfield and 

Raquel Nunez of New York 

city died when the driver of 

the car lost control on snow 

covered highway 51 near 

Fernwood road shortly after 

1:00 and slid into the path 

of the northbound propane 

tanker.  All three were 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The highway was 

closed nearly five hours 

while hazmat teams and 

ems crews worked on the 

scene.   

There's still time to protect 

yourself from the flu -- but 

it's up to you to get 

immunized.  That's what 

state officials are saying, 

after we learned yesterday 

Wisconsin had the 47th-

lowest vaccination rate for 

adults ages 18-to-64. 

 According to the Trust for 

America's Health, less than 

a-third of Wisconsin adults 

under-65 had flu shots last 

winter -- and this winter, 



they're the most common 

age group to be 

hospitalized.  Vaccines are 

still available. 

The city of Rhinelander gets 

a share of a $78,000 

community development 

block grant from the 

department of 

administration.  $15,000 will 

be put toward a downtown 

revitalization plan.  Funding 

is provided by the U.S. 

Department of Housing and 

Urban Development.  

Health care was among the 

topics discussed yesterday, 

when President Obama 

met at the White House 

with six governors including 

Wisconsin's Scott Walker. 

 The Republican Walker said 

the governors expressed 

concerns about their ability 

to do what's best for their 

states under the Affordable 

Care Act.   Besides health 

care, Walker said they 

discussed transportation 



infra-structure and worker 

training.    
 

 
Fire near Pine Lake News 1/16/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Traffic on highway 17 south 

of Rhinelander was 

rerouted early this morning 

as several volunteer 

departments responded to 

a fire near Pine Lake.  Initial 

calls came in shortly before 

5:00. 

Another kick in the 

economy for central and 

northern Wisconsin with the 

announcement late 

yesterday afternoon the JC 

Penney company is closing 

33 stores in 20 states, 

blaming poor performance,  

Rhinelander and Wausau 

among them.  Wisconsin 

has the most stores slated 

for closure with five, 

including Fond du Lac, 

Janesville and Rice Lake.  

Rhinelander’s store was a 

multi-floor draw downtown 

for decades before moving 

to the WalMart Plaza in the 

early 80s.  About 25 people 



will be out of work.  It was 

also one of the original 

anchor stores at the 

Wausau Center Mall since 

1983.  The company 

expects to save over $65-

million with the move and 

idle nearly 2000 people.   

Oneida County may finally 

get an owner for the 

vacant Public Service 

building downtown.  Mike 

Boyd owns Boyd Financial 

Services and says he’s 

outgrown the small building 

on Lincoln Street.  He’s 

tendered an offer for the 

property, across from the 

Oneida County 

Courthouse, and the 

county board is expected 

to act on it soon.  The 

county bought the building 

five years ago and it’s been 

sitting empty and for sale 

most of that time.   

A proposed ordinance in 

Wausau requiring 

bartenders to be sober 



when working was vetoed 

by the mayor yesterday.  

Jim Tipple believes the city 

council needed more 

community involvement 

before passing the 

measure, while bar owners 

complained they’re being 

regulated with no industry 

input.   
 

 
Traffic  detoured do to fire News 1/16/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Traffic on Highway 17 south 

of Rhinelander was 

detoured for several hours 

this morning because of a 

structure fire.  The initial call 

came in shortly after 4 of a 

garage fire that soon 

spread to the attached 

home, which was occupied 

but they were able to safely 

escape.  Mutual aid calls 

went out just before 5 for 

mutual aid with units from 

Crescent and Newbold 

responding.   

Wausau area officials find 

out today how much 

support there is for a 

county-wide ban on drivers 



holding cell phones.  

Representatives from 

Wausau, surrounding 

communities and Marathon 

County endorse the idea.  

Nearby communities like 

Marshfield and Wisconsin 

Rapids have had such bans 

for several years but those 

cities don’t have suburbs 

with nearly as much traffic 

as the adjoining 

communities of Weston, 

Schofield and Rib 

Mountain.  There still needs 

to be discussion whether 

hands-free devices should 

be legal. 

With such a strong beer 

heritage, you might be 

surprised that there are no 

Wisconsin pubs outside of 

Milwaukee on a list of the 

nation's 100-best beer bars. 

 Three Milwaukee watering 

holes made Draft 

Magazine's sixth annual list -

- the Palm Tavern and 

Roman's Pub in the Bay 



View neighborhood, and 

the Sugar Maple on 

Milwaukee's east side.  Draft 

Magazine said it's no longer 

enough for bars to have a 

"zillion taps" to make the 

Top-100.  Today, a top-

notch beer establishment 

needs "well-cared for, 

thoughtfully-selected beer 

in the kind of place you'd 

want to stay for awhile, 

delivered by someone who 

knows their stuff." 

 

The Powerball jackpot is at 

113-million for Saturday 

night, after nobody won the 

top prize last night.    
 

 
No charges in a bar death of 
a Rhinelander man News 1/17/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

No charges will be filed in 

the New Year’s death of a 

man following a bar fight in 

Rhinelander.  59-year old 

Gregory Dryden intervened 

in a disturbance at 

Sackett’s bar downtown 

after James Tanner 

punched another man, 

knocking him to the floor.  



Dryden was the DJ that 

night, grabbed Tanner from 

behind and pushed him 

into the bar.  That action 

broke Tanner’s sternum and 

punctured his heart.  He 

died in the ambulance.  

Oneida County District 

Attorney Mike Schiek said 

the reaction Dryden took to 

avoid the possibility of 

Tanner harming someone 

else didn’t support criminal 

charges.   

A Rhinelander man faces 

felony charges in a burglary 

last summer at Mel’s 

Trading Post, downtown.  

On July 17th city police 

discovered the break-in 

and a firearm was missing.  

Later that night a 

disturbance in the WalMart 

parking lot ended with 

someone firing a gun into 

the air.  It was later 

determined the two 

incidents were connected.   

Four days later, 20-year old 



Oscar Delisle was stopped 

for speeding in Rib 

Mountain where the 

weapon was discovered in 

his vehicle.  He was 

convicted of receiving 

stolen property and 

sentenced to two years 

probation, but later 

admitted to the 

Rhinelander crimes.  He’s 

back in court January 27th. 

Citing economics and 

changes in the healthcare 

industry, administrators of 

the Taylor Park Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center in 

Rhinelander will close the 

facility by the end of 

March.  Prestige Healthcare 

owns Taylor Park and the 

neighboring Friendly Village 

nursing home, where most 

staff members will be 

transferred.  Plans to 

relocate the 60 residents of 

the facility have already 

been approved, 
 

 News 1/17/14 1230p,530p 1:30 The federal government is 



Drunk driving snowmobiler 
 

arming retailers with 

technical specifics on how 

a major data breach can 

happen, like the recent one 

at Target.  Cyber-security 

experts prepared a 

confidential report issued 

yesterday.  They say the 

information could help 

merchants detect and shut-

down cyber attacks that 

may actually be in progress. 

 Cyber-thieves stole 40-

million credit-and-debit 

card numbers about a 

month-and-a-half ago from 

Target shoppers in all of its 

18-hundred U-S stores, 

including 40 in Wisconsin. 

A northwest Wisconsin man 

was cited for drunken 

snowmobiling, after a crash 

with an ice fishing shanty 

that killed his passenger. 

 Polk County authorities said 

two snowmobiles were 

heading north on Bone 

Lake near Luck late 

Wednesday night, when 



one machine at least 

sideswiped the ice house. 

 A 20-year-old woman died 

at the scene, after C-P-R 

and other efforts to revive 

her failed.  The snowmobile 

driver, a 21-year-old Saint 

Croix Falls man, was 

arrested.  The victim's name 

was not immediately 

released.  She's the eighth 

person to die in Wisconsin 

snowmobile crashes this 

winter. 

Kathleen Vinehout 

confirmed this morning she 

will not run for Wisconsin 

governor.  It gives 

Democrat Mary Burke a 

clear path to challenge 

Republican Scott Walker in 

November.  Vinehout, a 

state Senate Democrat 

from Alma, said she needs 

time to recover from a 

splintered bone in her 

upper right arm injured last 

month in a snow-related 

traffic crash in Racine 



County.  Vinehout said the 

severity of the injury made it 

quote, "impossible to mount 

a grassroots campaign."   

She ran and lost for 

governor in 2012 in the 

Democratic primary for the 

Walker recall election.   
 

 
Local paper mill running 
under new owners News 1/20/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The former Wausau Paper 

mills are running in 

Rhinelander and Mosinee 

after being sold last year to 

KPS capital partners, a new 

York based hedge fund.  

But the future dimmed over 

the weekend with the mill’s 

largest shareholder, 

Starboard Value, LP wants 

to shake up the 

management or consider 

moving or selling…again.  In 

a 10-page letter released 

late Friday, Starboard’s 

CEO Jeffery Smith criticized 

current management for 

ignoring shareholders 

concerns and allowing 

what he called prolonged 

underperformance.  



Starboard owns more than 

15% of stock.   

Wisconsin wildlife officials 

are set to consider a plan 

this week to eliminate in-

person deer registration.  

Registering deer at the 

local bar or store is a 

Wisconsin tradition. But 

Gov. Scott Walker's deer 

trustee, James Kroll, 

recommended the state 

move to telephone and 

online registration, saying 

the change would enable 

the DNR to tally kills more 

quickly.  Agency officials 

say the move would save 

money but they'd have to 

find other ways to collect 

detailed biological data on 

deer now gathered in 

person. Tavern owners 

contend the change would 

hurt business.  The DNR's 

board is set to take up rules 

implementing Kroll's 

recommendations 

Wednesday. 



One championship was 

decided yesterday, 

another in a couple weeks.  

Michigan’s Malcom 

Chartier captured the 51st 

Amsoil World Championship 

Snowmobile Derby in Eagle 

River.  Chartier becomes 

only the ninth racer to 

capture back-to-back titles 

in the storied history of the 

event.  And for only the 

second time in the last 20 

years the top seeds from 

each conference meet in 

the Super Bowl and that’s 

Denver and Seattle on 

February 2nd at MetLife 

Stadium. 
 

 
Shortage of doctors by 
2030? News 1/20/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Workers and job applicants 

would not have to worry 

about their superiors 

snooping into their 

Facebook accounts, under 

a bill up in the Assembly 

tomorrow.  The lower house 

will consider prohibiting 

companies, landlords, and 

colleges from asking their 



people to provide 

passwords for their social 

media accounts.  The 

Senate unanimously 

approved the measure last 

November.  Governor Scott 

Walker says he'll sign. Some 

companies say they need 

to enter their employees' 

private accounts to make 

sure they're not giving out 

trade secrets or other 

proprietary information.   
  

We keep hearing Wisconsin 

will have a severe shortage 

of doctors by 2030.  Well, 

2030 is now for some 

expectant parents, after 

two small-town hospitals will 

no longer deliver babies. 

 Rusk County Memorial 

Hospital in Ladysmith will 

stop performing routine 

child-births in March -- 

forcing parents to drive 

about 30 miles to Rice Lake 

or even further.  Over the 

weekend, we learned 

Neillsville Memorial Hospital 



in Clark County would stop 

delivering babies on 

February 15th except for 

emergencies.  Those 

mothers will have to go 

another 25-miles-or-so to 

Marshfield or Black River 

Falls, or 50 miles away to 

Eau Claire. 

A 46 year old Baraboo man 

was arrested early 

yesterday morning after a 

one vehicle crash on Hwy 8 

in Lincoln County. The man 

called 911 to report he 

rolled his vehicle west of 

County Y. When a Deputy 

arrived the driver explained 

he missed a turn and lost 

control.   The man failed the 

field sobriety test and was 

taken into custody on a first 

OWU offense. Unable to 

find a sober driver the man 

was jailed until later Sunday 

morning when he was 

released. 
 

 
Central Wisconsin trucking 
firm closing  News 1/21/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A central Wisconsin trucking 

company is closing.  Ruan 



Transport announced last 

week it's closing its 

Wisconsin Rapids operation 

in March. According to 

papers filed with the 

Department of Workforce 

Development, 37 people 

will lose their jobs.   "The 

reason that we were given 

was because the facility 

needed a number of 

upgrades and the 

company chose not to 

make them at that facility," 

said Wisconsin Rapids 

Mayor Zack Vruwink.   Ruan 

Transport employs 5,100 

people across the country. 

Wausau’s city council now 

has a committee 

recommendation to ban 

drivers from using cell 

phones.  They’ll vote on it 

next month.  If approved, 

which insiders say is certain, 

it will be immediately 

enforced.  Signs will be 

posted alerting traffic to the 

ban. 



Armed with a $30,000 grant, 

the Forest County 

community of Argonne 

plans to redevelop their 

former grade school site.  A 

news release states a 

feasibility study will begin in 

the next few weeks with 

strategies for the 

redevelopment expected 

by summer.  The Argonne 

School was torn down in the 

90s and the grant, awarded 

from the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation, will aid in 

asbestos removal from the 

site, potential expansion of 

the town hall parking lot, 

cleanup, feasibility study for 

redevelopment and 

execution of that plan.   

Published reports this 

morning state Rhinelander 

football coach Jim Moore is 

being released.  Moore, 

who’s coached the Hodags 

for 10 years said he was 

informed yesterday by 



activities director Brian 

Paulson the district wants to 

move in a different 

direction.  The team’s won 

only 24 games in those ten 

years but reached the 

playoffs in 2012, the first 

postseason trip since 1989.   
 

 
Hospitals collaborating to 
improve health care News 1/21/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Over 100 Wisconsin 

hospitals are collaborating 

to improve the quality of 

their care.  And it's resulted 

in big savings for them, and 

better care for you.  The 

Wisconsin Hospital 

Association said the 

improved care is in the form 

of fewer re-admissions, as 

patients learn more about 

taking care of themselves 

after they go home -- and 

hospitals learn more about 

reducing bad reactions to 

medications.  Because of all 

that, an estimated 35-

hundred Wisconsin patients 

did not have to be re-

admitted -- and that's 

saved hospitals about 34-



million dollars since the 

middle of 2012.   

The parent company of a 

northeast Wisconsin utility is 

selling its electric service in 

Upper Michigan.  The 

Integrys Energy Group of 

Chicago will sell the Upper 

Peninsula Power Company 

to the equity firm of Balfour 

Beatty Infra-structure 

Partners for nearly 299-

million dollars.  State and 

federal regulators must still 

approve the deal.  Integrys 

C-E-O Charles Schrock says 

it will provide more money 

to cover power plants and 

infra-structure for its other 

utilities -- including 

Wisconsin Public Service of 

Green Bay.  Integrys is 

upgrading pollution control 

equipment at the Public 

Service coal-fired plants 

near Wausau.  Also, the 

state recently approved 

the company's plans to 

upgrade power line 



equipment in parts of 

northern Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin’s back in the 

deep freezes.  Hayward hit 

24-below at six o'clock.  It 

was minus-22 in Ladysmith, 

with the state's coldest 

wind-chill at 35-below.  The 

temperature in Rhinelander 

plunged 13-degrees in four 

hours by 7:30.  In addition, a 

lake-effect snow watch has 

been issued for Bayfield, 

Ashland, and Iron counties 

along Lake Superior for up 

to a foot of new snow 

through Thursday morning.  
 

 
Wisconsin student killed at 
college shooting  News 1/22/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The student killed in 

yesterday’s shooting at 

Purdue University was from 

Wisconsin.  Andrew Boldt, a 

21 year old teaching 

assistant from West Bend 

was killed when another 

student, 23-year old Cody 

Cousins walked into the 

basement classroom and 

allegedly targeted Boldt.  

He surrendered to police 



immediately after the 

shooting.  The incident 

occurred around noon on 

the campus in West 

Lafayette, about 60 miles 

northwest of Indianapolis.  

Investigators are trying to 

determine a motive in the 

shooting. 

Former Oneida County 

Medical Examiner Traci 

England was convicted on 

two felony counts for 

misconduct in office for 

taking body parts from two 

dead people to train her 

cadaver dog.  She’ll be 

sentenced next month.  

Now, the family of a Pelican 

Lake man, one of the 

victims, is suing the 46-year 

old England and the county 

for unspecified damages. 

Wausau’s music advisory 

committee met for the first 

time last night.  The group 

was formed after last 

October’s Christmas 

concert controversy in the 



Wausau School District.  The 

20-member committee 

includes teachers, 

community members and 

parents charged with 

making a policy for song 

choices for school choirs.   

Travel is a bit slow again this 

morning with an average 

inch of new snow and the 

winds will pick up later, 

whipping what’s left into 

drifts that will increase the 

hazard.  Ashland, Iron and 

Vilas counties will see 

varying amounts off the 

lake.  Wind chills will 

continue to dip into 

dangerous levels on the 

back of gusty and cold 

northwest winds the next 

several days.  Friday will 

give us a brief break but it’s 

back into the freezer for 

next week. 
 

 
Madison man free on bond News 1/22/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A 27-year-old Madison man 

is free on bond, after a 

woman reportedly got her 

hand caught in the man's 



car door while trying to 

escape, and she was 

dragged along a street.  It 

happened last Friday in 

Rothschild.  Michael Speirs is 

charged in Marathon 

County with felony counts 

of false imprisonment and 

strangulation-and-

suffocation, plus 

misdemeanor counts of 

battery and disorderly 

conduct.    Prosecutors said 

the woman tried breaking 

off her relationship with 

Speirs  and he tried 

strangling her as the 

woman's child watched. 

 Officials said Speirs was 

apparently going to take 

her to a hospital -- but 

when she tried to get out, 

he reportedly caught her, 

slammed her hand in the 

door, and drove off as the 

woman hung outside.  He's 

back in court a week from 

today. 

New wind-chill advisories 



will take effect from late 

today through tomorrow, as 

another blast of arctic air 

moves into Wisconsin.  Lake 

effect snow advisories are 

up along Lake Superior. 

 The Gogebic Range in Iron 

and Ashland counties could 

get over seven-inches of 

new snow from this 

afternoon into tomorrow. 

  Most of the state could 

get wind-chills as low as 35-

below by early tomorrow.   

The American Lung 

Association gave Wisconsin 

the same grades as a year 

ago for its efforts to cut 

smoking -- "F" for state 

spending on tobacco 

prevention, another "F" for 

its stop-smoking programs, 

"A" for Wisconsin's public 

indoor smoking ban, and "B" 

for its high cigarette tax.  A 

year ago, the Lung 

Association scolded the 

state for spending only 11-

and-a-half percent of what 



the federal government 

recommends for smoking 

prevention. 
 

Crandon woman will not see 
jail time 
 News 1/23/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Crandon woman who 

operated an unlicensed 

daycare and whose son is 

accused of abusing 

children there will not see 

jail time.  63-year old Nancy 

Anderson was also charged 

with child neglect but her 

sentence was withheld in 

Forest County Court and 

the judge gave her two 

years probation and 

community service.  Her 

son, 39-year old William 

Anderson faces six felonies 

in the case and is back in 

court February 18th. 

Online and editorial 

reaction was swift 

yesterday after the DNR 

board approved a measure 

eliminating in-person deer 

registration beginning next 

year.  Hunters point to the 

tradition, businesses will lose 

traffic and the comeradrie 



and celebration of a 

successful hunt will be 

gone.  Registration will now 

be via phone or internet.  

The state says the change 

will save money and allow 

a faster tally.   

The former Wisconsin Public 

Service building downtown 

will remain empty after the 

Oneida county board 

rejected an offer of 

purchase.   

Mike Boyd, owner of Boyd 

Financial Services provided 

several proposals to the 

board to take over the 

building that’s been empty 

nearly five years, but they 

were rejected.  He’s 

outgrown his current 

building on Lincoln Street 

and said the potential of 

the WPS building was an 

ideal location.  Now he says 

he’s weighing his options. 

Peoples State Bank of 

Wausau is taking over 

Northwoods National 



Bank in Rhinelander.  

Plans are to run the 

branch within the same 

facility, acquiring the 

assets, loans and 

deposits.  Peoples 

Rhinelander branch 

near downtown will 

continue to operate.  

Pending regulatory 

approval the deal is 

expected to close in 

late March.   
 

 
Gov. Walker promoting tax 
cuts around the state News 1/23/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A bill preventing employers 

and other superiors from 

snooping into your private 

Facebook accounts is 

heading to Governor Scott 

Walker’s desk where’s he’s 

expected to sign it.  The 

Senate approved a final 

amendment to the bill 

yesterday, lettomg 

employers ask their workers 

to accept them as "friends" 

on Facebook and other 

social media.  The Assembly 



created that provision 

when it passed the bill 

Tuesday.    

 

Governor Walker is flying 

around Wisconsin today 

promoting the tax cuts he 

proposed in his State-of-the-

State address last night. 

 The Republican Walker 

speaks to members of the 

state's Grocers Association 

in Madison to give their 

wish-lists to lawmakers.  He'll 

also speak to employees 

and their bosses at factories 

in La Crosse and De Pere. 

 Tonight, Walker travels 

north to Hurley to speak at 

an awards banquet for that 

city's Chamber-of-

Commerce.  The governor 

will highlight what he calls 

his "Blueprint for Prosperity" -

- a half-billion dollars in new 

tax cuts, courtesy of a 

projected surplus of almost 

a billion-dollars in the 

current state budget. 



A one-thousand-dollar 

reward is being offered for 

information about a 

northeast Wisconsin woman 

who's been missing for 

almost nine months.  60-

year-old Victoria 

Prokopovitz of Pittsfield in 

Brown County was last seen 

at her home on April 25th. 

 Authorities said she left her 

purse, cell-phone, and I-D 

behind.  She had no 

medications when she 

disappeared, and her 

family said she might be a 

harm to herself as she 

suffers from depression. 

 Those with information are 

asked to call the Brown 

County sheriff's office. 
 

 
Propane fuel shortages News 1/24/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Gov. Scott Walker says he’ll 

meet with stakeholders  

Monday to discuss a 

shortage of propane 

heating fuel in Wisconsin.  

Walker said yesterday 

there’s no quick fix to the 

shortage hitting many 



regions nationwide and 

sending prices for propane 

and natural gas to record 

highs.  Walker’s been asked 

to use some of the state's 

surplus revenue to address 

the problem, but he says 

more money will not have 

an impact.  Winter storms 

and bitter cold are 

contributing to the 

problem.  According to the 

Energy Department 5.5 

million households heat with 

propane, mostly in the 

Midwest and South. 

Meanwhile, Gov. Walker 

says he is frustrated a 

registered sex offender 

standing next to him during 

the State of the State 

speech was not caught 

during a background 

check.  Walker reacted 

yesterday to the news that 

welder Christopher Barber is 

a registered sex offender 

with two felonies and three 

drunken-driving offenses.  



Barber was one of several 

workers Walker introduced 

during his speech to 

illustrate an improving state 

economy.  Barber's 

employer in rare cases 

doesn't background check 

people moving from 

seasonal work to full-time 

positions.  That's what 

happened for Barber and 

Walker's office said they 

obviously would not have 

invited him if they knew. 

Events for the Special 

Olympics Wisconsin State 

Winter games in Wausau 

this weekend have been 

cancelled because of the 

extreme cold and wind 

chills. The snowshoeing and 

cross country skiing 

competition was set for 

tomorrow and Sunday but 

volunteers said they 

couldn't find a safe option 

for the games with 

conditions like that.  The 

team's dance for Saturday 



night is still on. 
 

Shooting incident in Newbold 
 News 1/24/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department is looking into 

reports a shooting incident 

in Newbold Township last 

night.  Dispatches to a 

residence went out around 

9:30 with deputies on the 

scene for several hours.  No 

other information is 

available at this time. 

Neighboring Minnesota 

expects an increase in 

federal funds for its low-

income heating assistance 

program -- and it's doubling 

the grants available for the 

propane fuel that's in short 

supply.  The Gopher State's 

Commerce Department is 

making crisis grants 

available as early as next 

week, providing up to a-

thousand dollars instead of 

the maximum-500 for the 

winter. Wisconsin has not 

announced such an 

increase, but Governor 

Scott Walker plans to meet 



Monday with 

representatives of the 

propane industry. 

State law lets families hide 

criminal evidence so they 

don't incriminate their 

relatives -- but that courtesy 

does not apply to using 

deception to get a relative 

out of jail.  63-year-old 

Bradley Woodward of 

Wausau is accused of trying 

to pass himself as an 

"officer-in-training," to try 

and get a signature bond 

and reduced charges for 

his daughter.  Marathon 

County jailers didn't buy it, 

and Woodward was 

charged with misdemeanor 

counts of impersonating an 

officer and obstructing 

police.  The incident 

happened last November, 

when Woodward's 28-year-

old daughter Autumn was 

in jail for allegedly stealing 

14-hundred-dollars in 

merchandise from a 



Walmart.  She was later 

freed on a signature bond, 

with a pre-trial hearing set 

for February sixth.  Her 

father is also free on a 

signature bond, with a 

tentative trial date of 

March 19th.  
 

 
Two snowmobilers lost in a 
blizzard are safe News 1/28/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two snowmobilers, lost in 

blizzard conditions in the 

U.P. Sunday are safe.  

Benjamin Jenny Sr and his 

son Benjamin Jr of 

Albertville, MN were last 

seen leaving a restaurant 

Sunday afternoon.  They 

later texted being stuck in 

the woods and were going 

to walk out.  They were 

found yesterday with signs 

of hypothermia and 

dehydration but were 

otherwise in good health. 

Wausau Mayor Jim Tipple 

recently vetoed a 

proposed ordinance 

requiring bartenders be 

sober while working.  He 

said tavern owners and 



servers needed more time 

to provide input and the 

city shouldn’t regulate 

private businesses so tightly.  

The city council today will 

try and override that veto.  

The measure originally 

passed on an 8-2 vote 

January 15th. 

26-year old Michael Brayton 

of Gleason was convicted 

yesterday of second 

degree sexual assault of a 

child in return for 21 other 

felonies being dropped.  

The former Langlade 

county deputy sheriff was 

charged in July 2012 with 22 

felonies including the 

assault, child enticement 

and exposure in incidents in 

the Elcho area with four 

girls, aged 15 to 18.  His 

conviction involves the 15-

year old where there was 

sexual contact.  He’ll be 

sentenced in April. 
 

The president visits 

Wisconsin later this week. As 



part of a nationwide tour 

following tonight’s State of 

the Union Address, 

President Barack Obama 

will be visiting southeastern 

Wisconsin, spending the 

night in Milwaukee on 

Wednesday, with a speech 

planned for Thursday 

morning at General 

Electric's gas engine facility 

in Waukesha. Obama's 

speech is expected to 

focus on the economy. 
 

 
Schools wrestling with 
having to make up days News 1/28/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

School administrators and 

boards across much of 

Wisconsin will be wrestling 

with calendars over the 

next several months, 

making up days lost to this 

winter season.  

Superintendent Todd 

Kleinhans in the Lakeland 

district said while it’s a 

board decision, there is a 

cushion built into their 

schedule and there’s 

technically one day left.  It’s 

a different story for 



Rhinelander, however.  

Superintendent Kelly Jacobi 

said the district opted for 

the five day waiver of 

instruction days from the 

state and there’s no choice 

now but to begin planning 

for extra days in June.  Both 

administrators hope Mother 

Nature is finished with the 

interruptions.  About 350 

Wisconsin Public Service 

electric customers were 

without power in the 

Stevens Point and Plover 

region.  The arctic cold is 

expected to continue for 

one more day and night. 

 Wind-chill warnings and 

advisories continue 

throughout the Badger 

State until around 10 a-m 

tomorrow. 

 

Two-thirds of Wisconsin 

voters favor higher income 

taxes on the rich, if it means 

lower property taxes for 

everyone.  According to a 



new Marquette Law School 

poll Sixty-four percent of 

voters surveyed said they 

would support higher 

income taxes for those 

making over a quarter-

million dollars a year, so 

local property taxes could 

be lowered.  Republican 

Governor Scott Walker 

promised to offer major tax 

reform if he's re-elected in 

November.  One of his 

options -- eliminating the 

income tax in favor of a 

higher sales tax -- was only 

favored by 39-percent in 

the Marquette poll.  The poll 

also found 62% of 

respondents favored 

increasing the minimum 

wage but were split on how 

much. 
 

 
Rhinelander man pleads not 
guilty in sexual assault case News 1/29/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Wausau City council 

overrode the mayor’s veto 

of an ordinance making 

sure bartenders stay sober 

on the job.  On a 9-2 vote 

the council made sure 



servers will maintain a blood 

alcohol level below .04 

percent.  Mayor Jim Tipple 

vetoed the measure earlier 

in the month saying more 

input was necessary and 

regulations needn’t be that 

tight.   

A Rhinelander man 

accused of sexually 

assaulting two young girls 

pled not guilty in Oneida 

county court yesterday.  25 

year old Joseph Kaiser is 

charged with first degree 

sexual assault of a child. 

Court documents indicate 

Kaiser inappropriately 

touched two girls - one 

nine, the other ten, on two 

different occasions. He’s 

back in court in April.  

Fire yesterday destroyed a 

rural Lincoln County cabin 

and a home in Wausau.  

Just before 11 yesterday 

morning a Lincoln County 

deputy investigated a 

plume of smoke on Olivotti 



Lake Road and discovered 

the cabin ablaze.  A 

vacant home just south of 

downtown Wausau on 

Grand Avenue was gutted 

about 9:30 by fire.  The 

bitter cold hampered 

firefighters at both locations 

and the causes are still 

unknown. 

Minocqua police are 

looking for help as they 

investigate a December 

burglary in which 10 guns 

and several hundred rounds 

of ammunition were stolen 

from a home.  The house, 

on the 8600 block of Hwy 

47, was entered through an 

unlocked door.  Tools and 

computer equipment were 

also stolen.  The PD asks 

anyone with information to 

contact their department 

as the investigation 

continues.   
 

 
Central Wisconsin man due 
back in court News 1/29/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A central Wisconsin man is 

due back in court Monday, 

after he skipped out of an 



earlier court appearance. 

 26-year-old Cody Phillips is 

accused of killing his dog 

with a hammer. 

 Prosecutors said Phillips was 

sick of his blue-tick coon-

hound Clyde defecating in 

his home.  He told officers 

his wife might come back if 

he got rid of the pet. 

The head of the Milwaukee 

teachers' union says the 

latest bill to make schools 

more accountable seems 

"vindictive" toward the city. 

 The state Senate's 

education committee votes 

tomorrow on a package 

giving Wisconsin schools 

more exact A-to-F grades 

under the state's new 

evaluation system.  Schools 

that flunk three straight 

years, or get D's and F's for 

five straight years would be 

turned into independent 

charter schools.  Private 

schools with failing tax-

funded voucher students 



might be cut off from 

accepting more such 

youngsters.  All but nine of 

the 58 failing Wisconsin 

schools from last year are in 

Milwaukee.   

The proposed Walker tax 

cuts would be higher than 

the governor claims.  The 

non-partisan Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau agreed 

yesterday the Republican 

Walker's plan would reduce 

local property taxes by an 

average of 101-dollars this 

year and wipe out an 

increase of 31-dollars that 

was planned for the typical 

December tax bill.  Other 

adjustments would mount 

to an average of 46-dollars 

-- making the total tax cut 

177-dollars.  The cuts 

represent just over half of a 

surplus in the current state 

budget  projected to be 

almost a billion dollars. 

 Lawmakers are expected 

to act in the next few 



weeks. 
 

 
Gov. Walker plans to talk 
with President Obama when 
he comes to Wisconsin 
today News 1/30/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

plans to talk about the 

propane issue in Wisconsin 

when he greets President 

Obama today in 

Milwaukee.  Yesterday, 

Walker him a letter asking 

the administration to speed 

up the release of money to 

help those on low incomes 

to help pay their heating 

bills.  Walker earlier this 

week released over 8-

million dollars in crisis 

benefits to counties where 

propane is a primary heat 

source.  Oneida county has 

already received over 

$118,000 to help 

homeowners pay for heat 

when it typically gets 

around $31,000 annually.   

50-year old Lori Hall of 

Glidden faces over 20 years 

in prison following her 

conviction yesterday on 

embezzlement charges.  

She admitted falsifying 



invoices and stole more 

than $700,000 from a 

management company for 

two homeowners groups 

from 2006 to 2012. Halls will 

be sentenced in April.  

The Lincoln county sheriff’s 

department is joining 

Project Lifesaver.  Hundreds 

of people with special 

needs rely on the program, 

designed to track and 

rescue those with cognitive 

conditions like autism or 

dementia, who tend to 

wander off.  While the 

training and equipment 

runs around $4000 for 

taxpayers, department 

officials say that’s nothing 

compared to the tens of 

thousands that could be 

spent searching for 

someone.  A simple 

tracking device could 

make all the difference.  

More information is 

available at the sheriff’s 

department. 



 

No Powerball winner again 

last night…that means 

Saturday’s drawing should 

be close to 200-million 

dollars.  Tomorrow night’s 

Mega Millions top prize is at 

84-million. 

And in sports, Northwestern 

upset 14th ranked Wisconsin 

65-56 last night, the first time 

they’ve won in Madison 

since 1996. 
 

 
A northern Wisconsin 
woman to go to prison for 
heroin death News 1/30/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A northern Wisconsin 

woman will spend almost 

three years in prison for 

supplying the heroin that 

killed a friend.  27-year-old 

Jennifer Heiting of Saint 

Germain was given a four-

year term yesterday.  29-

year-old David Stahl died in 

December of 2012 near 

Rhinelander, after 

overdosing on heroin 

allegedly traced back to 

Heiting and co-defendant 

Richard Lewis of Saint 

Germain.  Heiting will 



spend six years under 

extended supervision once 

she leaves prison.  Lewis is 

scheduled to be sentenced 

on February 19th. 

These days, you never know 

when somebody will catch 

you on camera -- even in 

the most isolated of places. 

 A 33-year-old Thorp man 

was the latest to learn that 

lesson, after video from a 

trail camera showed him 

with items stolen in a 

January 8th burglary.  Earlier 

this week, Taylor County 

sheriff's deputies released 

photos of the suspect from 

the hidden camera -- which 

is normally used to capture 

wildlife images.  News 

outlets and social media 

posted the man's pictures, 

and it didn't take long for 

several people to identify 

him.  He turned himself in 

the same evening.   

 The new "fat bikes" were a 

hit at this month's Badger 



State Winter Games around 

Wausau -- but they're not 

compatible on many 

snowmobile trails.  The D-N-

R is warning riders the 

mountain bikes with wide, 

low-pressure tires may not 

be allowed on the same 

trails as the much faster 

snowmobiles.  The D-N-R 

says fat bikes can be used 

on state trails which allow 

bicycling at other times of 

the year -- but not on trails 

with cross-country skiing.    
 

 
Propane prices at record 
levels News 1/31/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Propane prices are at 

record levels and with more 

unseasonally cold weather 

predicted the demand isn’t 

likely to decrease.  Now, 

the Department of Health 

and Human Services is 

releasing more than 450-

million dollars in funding to 

the states, of which 

Wisconsin gets over $14-

million.  With production 

increases and a major 

pipeline repair, industry 



insiders say prices should 

begin to drop next month. 

Dale and Lelani Neumann 

of Weston were convicted 

of second degree reckless 

homicide four years ago for 

praying for their 11-year old 

daughter, Madeline, 

instead of taking her to a 

doctor.  She died in March 

of 2008 from symptoms of 

untreated diabetes.  The 

couple hasn’t spent any 

time in jail pending appeals 

in the court case, but that 

changed yesterday with 

Judge Greg Huber in 

Marathon County Court, 

denying a motion to 

suspend jail time.  Each will 

spend one month behind 

bars a year, for six years.   

Prosecutors said the parents 

had a legal duty to take 

the girl to a doctor but 

relied totally on prayer for 

healing even though the 

girl became too weak to 

function. 



New information 

surrounding a shooting in 

Rhinelander may lead to 

charges being dismissed.  

23-year old Marcus Alsteens 

was charged with several 

felonies and has been in jail 

since the incident last 

August 12th after an 

argument with his uncle, 49-

year old Justin Alsteens, led 

to him being shot.  

Investigators spoke with the 

victim again last week and 

the story has changed.  

Marcus Alsteens’ $50,000 

cash bond was reduced to 

a signature bond yesterday 

and he was released.  A 

pre-trial conference is set 

for mid-April. 
 

 
Committee to vote on 
controversial bill News 1/1/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A committee vote might 

come within two weeks on 

a controversial bill to let 

Wisconsin retail-and-factory 

employees work seven days 

a week.  A public hearing 

on the measure was held 

yesterday, which would 



drop the mandatory 

requirement that stores-

and-factories give all 

workers at least 24 hours off 

each week.  Supporters say 

it would have to be 

voluntary on the workers' 

part -- giving them extra 

money while boosting 

production for their 

companies.  Unions pointed 

out employers can already 

get state waivers so their 

people can work seven 

days if they want. 

The D-N-R is asking people 

to report any dead deer 

they find.  The cold-and-

snowy winter is expected to 

take its toll on the deer 

herd, like it did a year ago 

when winter conditions 

dragged into May.  It 

resulted in lower deer 

populations, and hunters 

were given their fewest 

permits for antlerless deer 

since the 1990's.   They'll use 

those numbers to 



determine hunter permits 

for does this fall.  The D-N-R 

says it anticipates either no 

antlerless permits -- or 

extremely-limited permits -- 

in northern Wisconsin where 

doe populations have been 

small for some time.   

Super Bowl Sunday can be 

a deadly time on Wisconsin 

roads.  The state D-O-T said 

three people died in traffic 

crashes the day of the Big 

Game a year ago.  On 

Sunday, as the Broncos and 

Seahawks suit up, law 

enforcement will audible 

and line up in their anti-

drunk driving mode.   The D-

O-T says the ideal thing is to 

hand the keys off to a 

designated driver who will 

stay sober -- or else arrange 

an alternative ride. 
 

 
Interview Phone  1/28/14 735a 3 min 

Talked to Judy Jurries about the upcoming 
Loop Around the Lake event in Minocqua 

 
Interview Phone 1/30/14 830a 3 min 

Talked to Bruce Gruening about the 
upcoming Northwoods United Way ice 
fishing jamboree to held on Lake 
Minocqua.   
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A busy weekend for local law 
enforcement News 2/3/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A busy weekend for local 

law enforcement…early 

yesterday morning, Eagle 

River Memorial Hospital 

reported a woman was 

being treated for knife 

wounds resulting from a 

domestic violence assault.  

She was transferred to St. 

Joseph’s Hospital in 

Marshfield for continued 

care.  Vilas county 

authorities have a man in 

custody. 

 

A 30-year old Tomahawk 

man was arrested Saturday 

night on a drug charge.  A 

Lincoln County deputy 

stopped a vehicle, finding 

the driver had no license, 

was actually suspended 



and was cited for a fourth 

time under suspension.  An 

inspection of the vehicle, 

revealed a box containing 

a pot pipe.  The 

unidentified man posted 

bond on a possession 

charge and was released.  

Lincoln County authorities 

also warn anglers to 

remove any valuables from 

their ice shacks when 

leaving.  Several of them on 

Lake Alexander were hit this 

past week.  Thieves force 

their way in and typically 

take augers, fishing supplies 

and lately, propane tanks.  

If anyone has information 

about the break-ins, you’re 

asked to contact the 

sheriff’s department.   

 

A 46-year old Illinois man 

died in a weekend 

snowmobile crash near 

Mercer.  The iron County 

sheriff’s department reports 

the machine left the trail 



and struck several trees at 

high speed early Saturday 

morning.  The man was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  Alcohol was a 

contributing factor 

according to deputies.  

About that same time, a 

deputy in Lincoln county 

tried to stop a group of 

riders he observed running 

a stop sign.  He caught two 

of them, arresting one for 

operating while intoxicated.  

The other two were found 

later that day and face 

several charges. 
 

  
Snowmobile death in the 
area News 2/3/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A man killed in a northern 

Wisconsin snowmobile 

crash was the owner of an 

industrial plant in Rock Falls 

Illinois.  46-year-old Timothy 

Litwiller of Milledgeville 

Illinois, the owner of 

Industrial Coating of Rock 

Falls died when his machine 

left a trail near Mercer early 

Saturday, and hit several 

trees.  Speed-and-alcohol 



are believed to be factors, 

but the mishap is still being 

investigated.  Also this 

weekend, Hobart Volunteer 

Fire Department captain 

Russell Krause died in a 

snowmobile crash in 

Florence County. 

 Authorities said his machine 

went off a road and hit a 

tree.  Litwiller and Krause 

were the 12th-and-13th 

snowmobilers to die in 

Wisconsin crashes this 

winter.   
 

The I-R-S says thousands of 

Wisconsinites are missing 

out on a major tax break. 

 Spokesman Christopher 

Miller said about 77-

thousand residents qualified 

for the Earned Income 

credit a year ago, and 

didn't claim it.  He said 

about one-of-every-five 

eligible Wisconsinites let 

Washington keep an 

average of 21-hundred 

dollars.  Both the federal 



and state governments 

offer the credit, 

encouraging lower-income 

people to work.   

  
The state Revenue 

Department will fight back 

against those who try to 

steal your identity before 

you can get around to filing 

your income tax return.  It's 

a growing cyber-crime at 

both the state-and-federal 

levels.  For the state returns, 

the agency will use a new 

identity verification system,  

asking certain taxpayers to 

take a short quiz about 

themselves before their 

refunds are issued.  The 

goal is to make sure you get 

your refund -- and not let 

an identity thief beat you to 

it. 
 

  
Fire in Cassian News 2/4/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Still no word this morning on 

a person presumed missing 

in a fire early yesterday 

morning in Cassian.  The 



Oneida county sheriff’s 

department reported a 

structure fire on Woodland 

Trail shortly before 1:00 with 

firefighters finding it fully 

involved when they arrived.  

Three people escaped but 

one is unaccounted for.  

One of the residents was 

flown to a Madison burn 

center for treatment, 

another treated and 

released locally.  None of 

the occupants have been 

identified.  Assisting Cassian 

were departments from 

Hazelhurst, Little Rice and 

Nokomis.   

In what’s becoming an 

annual event, the city of 

Rhinelander is asking 

residents to leave a stream 

of water running from one 

faucet to prevent pipes 

from freezing.  All utility 

customers will receive a 

credit on their bills until the 

city feels it’s time to turn off 

the taps.  Homeowners and 



businesses should allow the 

water to run about the 

width of a pencil lead, 24 

hours a day until further 

notice.  The cost of that is 

nowhere near the cost of 

thawing frozen pipes in this 

extreme cold according to 

the Public Works 

department.  

In 1996 the Keep Wisconsin 

Warm fund was established 

to help low income 

households with their 

energy needs.  Last week 

alone, Oneida County 

officials received over 500 

calls for assistance.  At a 

news conference yesterday 

in Rhinelander, State 

Senator Tom Tiffany along 

with assemblymen Rob 

Swearingen and Jeff 

Mursau all donated $100 to 

the fund and encourage 

others to do the same to 

help those affected by the 

propane shortage.  More 

information is available 



online at kwwf-dot-org. 
 

  
Search warrants result in the 
arrests in 3 people in 
Woodruff News 2/4/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Search warrants executed 

last Friday resulted in the 

arrests of three people in 

Woodruff.  31-year old Ibn 

Wallace and 28-year old 

Deangelo Campbell, both 

of Milwaukee and 28-year 

old Kirstie Voss of Woodruff 

face numerous charges 

stemming from the 

investigation into Heroin 

trafficking in Oneida 

County.  Charges include 

possession and delivery of 

the drug, along with several 

other felonies along with 

child neglect.  The arrests 

are part of continuing work 

by the northcentral drug 

enforcement group.   

A Wausau woman has 

pleaded innocent to 

throwing her newborn baby 

in the trash.  33-year-old 

Zoua Yang was arraigned 

yesterday on a Marathon 

County felony charge of 

concealing a child's death. 



 She's also charged with 

misdemeanor bail jumping, 

after police were told in 

mid-October that she gave 

birth in her bathroom six 

days earlier.  Defense 

lawyers said Yang did not 

realize she was pregnant, 

and the infant showed no 

signs of life after being born 

two months premature.   

Officers tried recovering the 

body from the Marathon 

County landfill, but could 

not find it.  Yang remains in 

jail under a one-thousand 

dollar cash bond.   

Rhinelander high school’s 

Mock Trial team defends its 

championship this weekend 

in Wisconsin Rapids.  Last 

year the team, made up of 

16 students broke its own 

state record by winning its 

27th consecutive regional 

title and 16th state title.  The 

tournament is sponsored by 

the Wisconsin Law 

Foundation and coached 



by Kathy Vick-Martini, 

attorney Jim Jacobi and 

Judge Michael Bloom. 

Milwaukee Bucks' forward 

Caron Butler is out 

indefinitely, after he 

sprained his left ankle in the 

fourth quarter of last night's 

win over New York. The 

Bucks play at Denver 

tomorrow night.  
 

  
Gogebic taconite back in the 
news News 2/5/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Gogebic Taconite doesn’t 

need an air permit to take 

bulk mineral samples.  The 

company is in the 

permitting process to 

develop an iron ore mine in 

the North and asked the 

state for a permit 

exemption in December.  In 

a letter dated Monday, the 

DNR agreed with GTac that 

sampling activities are 

indeed exempt from air 

and construction permit 

requirements.  The letter 

stated the company has 

estimated emissions within 

acceptable limits.  Records 



of actual emissions must be 

maintained for at least five 

years. 

There are communities 

around the state where 

using a cell phone while 

driving is banned.  Wausau 

is currently debating that 

issue.  Now, there’s a 

statewide move to outlaw 

the practice.  A bill 

introduced in the Assembly 

by Kenosha democrat 

Peter Barca would limit 

phone conversations while 

on the road to handsfree 

technology.  He says the 

idea is to change people’s 

habits and save lives, not 

issue a lot of tickets.  Barca 

authored the texting and 

driving law in Wisconsin and 

says he expects as much 

opposition to this new bill as 

the last one.  But he 

maintains it’s in the best 

interest of the state. 

Residents in the city of 

Eagle River are now asked 



to keep a small stream of 

water running in an effort to 

stop pipes from freezing.  

Following Rhinelander’s 

announcement earlier this 

week the light and water 

utility in the Vilas County 

community says it’s much 

cheaper than thawing 

things out.  Utility customers 

will see a credit on their bill 

for taking part. 
 

  
Authorities are waiting on 
autopsy reports on early 
morning death News 2/5/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Authorities are waiting for 

autopsy results to identify 

the person killed in an early 

morning fire on Monday. 

 Oneida County sheriff's 

lieutenant Dan Hess said 

the remains of one person 

were found in the burned-

out home in Cassian 

township.  Three others 

escaped, and two of them 

were injured -- one seriously 

enough to be flown to a 

Madison burn center.  The 

house was engulfed in 

flames when town fire-

fighters responded.  The 



cause of the blaze is still 

unknown.   

A Minnesota man will spend 

28 years in prison for killing 

his girlfriend near Wausau, 

in a dispute over how they 

split up the money from 

their illegal drug sales.  23-

year-old Richi Vue of Saint 

Paul must also spend seven 

years under extended 

supervision once he gets 

out -- and pay restitution for 

this and his previous crimes. 

 Vue shot 20-year-old Lee 

Xiong to death at her 

Weston apartment in 

October of 2012.  Officers 

said they caught Vue with 

one of 55 weapons stolen in 

a rash of Wausau area gun 

shop burglaries in 2012.   

A Wisconsin Assembly 

committee is scheduled to 

vote on making hospitals 

screen all newborns for 

congenital heart defects. 

 The Senate's health 



committee endorsed the 

measure yesterday, and 

the Assembly Children-and-

Families panel could today. 

 One of the bill's chief 

sponsors, Senate 

Republican Jerry Petrowski 

of Marathon, says the non-

intrusive pulse-oximetry test 

can show doctors what 

they can't see about a 

baby's heart -- thus saving 

lives.  The state received a 

federal grant last year to 

teach hospitals how to 

conduct the pulse-ox test 

properly. 

 

  
Man identified from early 
morning fire News 2/6/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The man who perished in 

an early morning fire on 

Monday has been 

identified as 24-year old 

Seth Fehr of Tomahawk.  

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department reports the 

cause of the blaze, 

originally called in shortly 

before 1am, at a home on 

Woodland Trail in Cassian 



township is still not known.  

Three others escaped the 

flames, one of them still at a 

burn center in Madison.   

Monday we told you about 

a woman being treated for 

stab wounds at Eagle River 

Memorial Hospital.  They 

notified the Vilas county 

sheriff’s department and 28-

year old Andrew Rosner 

was arrested.  The Eagle 

River man and the victim, 

21-year old Morgan Maney 

were driving home from St. 

Germain Saturday night 

when Rosner allegedly 

stabbed her in the chest in 

a fit of rage.  She later 

drove herself to the hospital 

and is now in fair condition 

at St. Joseph’s hospital in 

Marshfield.  Rosner faces 

two counts of first degree 

intentional homicide 

because Maney is 

pregnant.  Officials say the 

baby is okay.  He’ll be back 

in court Monday morning. 



Democratic candidate for 

Governor Mary Burke 

supports increasing both 

the state and federal 

minimum wage and is 

taking Governor Scott 

Walker to task for avoiding 

the issue.  Burke says the 

current wage of $7.25 an 

hour ensures dependence 

on government assistance.  

Current proposals push that 

rate to $10.10 an hour and 

tie future increases to 

inflation.  Walker says the 

move is a political stunt that 

could hurt the economy 

and criticized Burke for not 

having a jobs plan of her 

own yet. 
 

 Cold winter, high utility bills 
 News 2/6/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin farmers, loggers, 

and factories have avoided 

what could have been a 

major disruption in their 

operations.  Many of them 

use the Canadian National 

Railroad, which faced a 

possible strike this weekend 

until Canada's government 



put the clamps on it.  A 

union that represents three-

thousand conductors, train 

workers, and rail-yard 

employees issued a strike 

notice early yesterday, after 

they rejected a tentative 

pact from last fall.  Late 

yesterday, a new three-

year contract agreement 

was announced.  Reuters 

said the Canadian 

government pushed it 

along by threatening to use 

back-to-work laws to keep 

the trains running. 

The cold winter has 

Wisconsinites red hot about 

their utility bills.  Several of 

the state’s utility companies 

reports customer bills are 

averaging 20-30% higher 

than previous years.  The 

first three months of this 

winter were the sixth-

coldest on record.  

Milwaukee is in its coldest 

season since 1982.  The 

National Weather Service 



said Wausau is shivering 

through its 10th coldest 

winter since the 1890's.  And 

Rhinelander went a record 

tying 44 days with evening 

sub zero temperatures.  

There’s little relief in sight as 

the weather pattern will run 

well into next week. 

Despite the prolonged frigid 

weather, what happened 

earlier in the season has 

hampered adequate ice 

development on Lake 

Thompson, causing the 

Rhinelander Area Chamber 

of Commerce to cancel this 

month’s annual Ho-Drags 

on Ice.  The event, 

scheduled for the 22nd 

features a number of 

different vehicles needing a 

clean sheet of ice for race 

sanctioned speed runs.  

Unfortunately, the early 

snows caused a layer of 

slush to develop, prompting 

the decision to cancel. 
 

  News 2/7/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30  Wisconsin's paper-and-



Merrill fire dept. has a new 
home 
 

printing industries say they'll 

be hurt by a postal rate hike 

endorsed yesterday by a U-

S Senate committee.  The 

governmental affairs panel 

voted to make a temporary 

two-year postage rate 

increase permanent.  It 

took effect January 26th, 

designed to cut the massive 

financial losses in the Postal 

Service.  It came soon after 

another rate hike for 

inflation, making the total 

increase six-percent.  First-

class postage rose to 49-

cents.  Wisconsin Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin voted 

against sending the 

permanent increase, saying 

it would hurt the state's 

paper-makers and 

magazine printers. 

 Wisconsin Republican Ron 

Johnson voted in favor, 

saying the hikes are 

needed to avoid a future 

taxpayer bailout of the 

Postal Service.  The Quad-



Graphics printing firm in 

Sussex says postage now 

accounts for over half the 

average cost of a 

magazine and catalog. 

 Company C-E-O Joel 

Quadracci says the Senate 

bill will result in lower mail 

volumes, thus making the 

financial problems of the 

Postal Service worse. 

After nearly a century, the 

Merrill Fire department has 

a new home.  Their new, 

2.7-million dollar firehouse 

opened yesterday featuring 

larger areas for vehicles, 

more comfortable living 

quarters for on call 

personnel and other 

improvements.   

February is American Heart 

Month and the American 

Heart Association reminds 

us today is National Wear 

Red day to recognize that 

heart disease remains the 

number one killer of 



women.  Heart disease 

affects more women than 

men and it’s more deadly 

than all forms of cancers 

combined.  People are 

being urged to learn the 

risks and warning signs of 

heart disease. 

 

  
President Obama signs new 
farm bill News 2/7/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 President Obama signs the 

new Farm Bill into law today 

in neighboring Michigan, 

explaining how strong 

agriculture improves the 

nation's economy.  For 

Wisconsin dairy farmers, the 

new package replaces 

government price supports 

with a new margin 

insurance program. 

 Payouts will be made when 

price margins fall below 

certain levels.  Wisconsin 

cranberry growers will also 

find a lot to like, like a crop 

insurance plan and a 

continued market 

assistance program which 

helps boost cranberry 



exports. 

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court will consider whether 

a Stevens Point man was 

properly convicted in a 

murder-for-hire case. 

 Attorneys are tentatively 

scheduled to make oral 

arguments next month in 

the 2008 case of 30-year-

old Carlos Cummings.  He 

was convicted of helping 

his lover Carla Glodowski 

hire Linda Dietze to murder 

Glodowski's husband 

James.  Cummings said 

police violated his right to 

remain silent, by continuing 

to question him after he 

asked that he be taken to a 

jail cell.  

Only one deer in northwest 

Wisconsin has tested 

positive for chronic wasting 

disease -- and officials will 

soon find out if there might 

be more.  The D-N-R this 

month will perform an aerial 

survey in the Shell Lake 



area, where an antlerless 

deer tested positive for the 

fatal brain disease in 2011. 

 No other deer from the 

region were known to have 

C-W-D, which is heavily 

prevalent in the southern 

third of Wisconsin.  Experts 

plan to check out 36-

square miles where the 

infected deer was found.  If 

they see large 

concentrations of deer, it 

might indicate a higher risk 

of spreading the disease.   
 

  
Marijauna bill being looked 
at . News 2/10/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 It’s not medical marijuana, 

but the bill introduced in 

Madison would make a 

liquid extract of the drug 

legal.  Canabidiol, has 

shown promise in treating 

seizure disorders in children. 

The problem is, it’s currently 

illegal in Wisconsin.  A 

public hearing on the 

measure is scheduled for 

Wednesday.  Monona 

Democratic representative 

Rob Kahl, who introduced 



the bill said, “This has got 

nothing to do with partisan 

politics. This is simply about 

being humanitarian, not a 

politician, and trying to find 

some relief for these 

families.”  The bill  would 

require canabidiol, which 

lacks the psychoactive 

properties of marijuana, be 

administered under a 

doctor’s orders.  

A couple state offices go 

on the block this week.  The 

Assembly votes Tuesday on 

a constitutional 

amendment that could 

make Wisconsin one of five 

states that don’t have a 

treasurer.  Plans to abolish 

the Secretary of State’s 

office have been tossed 

around for six years.  

Sponsors of the move say 

they want to work on one 

job at a time.  Voters would 

have the final say on 

removing the positions from 

the constitution, which has 



to pass two consecutive 

legislative sessions and a 

referendum before that 

happens.  The earliest 

would be January of 2019. 

All 72 Wisconsin Counties 

are under a wind chill 

advisory this morning, with 

temperatures feeling like 

35-below as you travel 

further North.  The overnight 

lows will be close to that 

with forecasters calling for 

temperatures to dip into the 

20s below zero.  They’re 

also watching a series of 

clipper systems that may 

end up dumping several 

inches of snow heading into 

the weekend.   
 

  
Wisconsin residents getting 
to sound off on tax reform News 2/10/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin residents are 

getting their chance to 

sound off on tax reform. 

 Lieutenant Governor 

Rebecca Kleefisch and 

state Revenue Secretary 

Rick Chandler posted a 

Web site where you can 

learn more about the issue, 



and share ideas.  Governor 

Scott Walker promised the 

Web site a few weeks ago, 

to help folks begin a 

conversation on what tax 

reform should look like in 

the next state budget for 

mid-2015.  The Republican 

Walker promises a major tax 

change if he's re-elected 

this fall.  The idea 

generating the most 

discussion -- and the most 

debate -- is the most radical 

one Walker has listed.  It 

would eliminate the nation's 

first state income tax, and 

boost sales taxes to run 

state government.  The 

address for the new Web 

site is TaxReform-Dot-Wi-

Dot-Gov. 

A bill up for a vote 

tomorrow would let minors 

take tours of Wisconsin 

wineries without their 

parents having to be with 

them.  The state Senate will 

vote on an exemption to a 



current law requiring 

anyone under 21 from 

being with a parent, 

guardian, or spouse on 

premises with retail alcohol 

sales.  Lawmakers of both 

parties sponsored a bill to 

let teens enter banquet-

and-hospitality rooms at 

wineries alone, as long as 

they're part of tour groups. 

 A Senate panel 

unanimously endorsed the 

bill in January. 

The Powerball jackpot is 

284-million dollars for 

Wednesday night.  Nobody 

won the top prize on 

Saturday.  Third-prize tickets 

were sold in Schofield, West 

Allis, and Milwaukee.  One 

of those players won 20-

thousand dollars.  In Mega 

Millions, the top prize is at 

122-million dollars for 

tomorrow night. 
 

  
Rhinelander residents being 
asked to run their water to 
help with the freezing pipes News 2/12/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Every city resident in 

Rhinelander is now being 

asked to run their water to 



issue prevent frozen pipes.  City 

councilman Mark Pelletier 

tells us the water 

department is working 7-

day weeks to thaw lines out 

and officials say to turn 

those taps on a little more.  

Initially the request was to 

allow the water to run the 

width of a pencil 

lead…now, it’s the whole 

pencil.  Frost lines in the 

ground are up to 8-feet 

deep and expected to go 

deeper so the city says to 

keep water running until 

further notice, even if the 

weather gets a bit warmer.  

Pelletier says it may be over 

a month and to make sure 

it’s the cold water that’s 

running.   

The state Assembly 

yesterday advanced 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

proposal for cutting state 

income and property taxes 

by about $504 million. The 

tax cut bill still faces an 



uncertain future though, 

with Republicans in the 

Senate short of the votes 

needed to pass it.   Walker 

and Assembly Republicans 

have said they are open to 

changes to special session 

bills that will deal with 

concerns about an 

increase in the structural 

deficit, as long as they 

leave the income and 

property tax cuts intact. 

The Wausau City Council 

unanimously passed an 

ordinance banning drivers 

from using cell phones.  Last 

month the city's public 

health and safety 

committee also passed the 

ordinance unanimously.  

The rule does not include 

hands-free or Bluetooth 

devices. Drivers who violate 

the ban face a $40 fine.  

City leaders say the law is 

about driver's safety. 

 

 Local residents asked to run News 2/12/14 1230p,530p 1:30 As our cold winter 



water to help with frozen 
pipes issue 

continues, a number of 

Wisconsin communities 

have asked residents to run 

their water constantly so 

the pipes don't freeze. 

 Now, one of the first cities 

to make the request -- 

Rhinelander -- wants the 

taps open a little wider.  At 

first, people were told to run 

their water the length of a 

pencil lead.  Now, it's the 

whole pencil.  Frost lines in 

the ground are down to 

eight-feet deep, and 

they're expected to go 

deeper.  Rhinelander 

officials want residents to 

keep running their water 

until further notice, even if 

the weather gets a bit 

warmer.  City Councilman 

Mark Pelletier (pell-ah-teer) 

says it might be another 

month -- and folks should 

make sure it's the cold 

water that's running.  It’s the 

same for Eagle River 

residents but city officials 



there are taking a stronger 

stand, warning 

homeowners they’ll be 

charged for the costs of 

thawing or repairing their 

service.   

Wausau’s the latest 

Wisconsin city to make it 

illegal to drive while using a 

cell phone.  The City 

Council approved the ban 

on an 11-to-nothing vote 

last night.  Violators will face 

40-dollar fines.  Surrounding 

communities like Schofield 

and Weston are expected 

to approve identical bans, 

so drivers won't have to 

guess where the line is.  

Hands-free devices are still 

okay.   

Wisconsin would spend 35-

million dollars more to train 

workers for high-demand 

jobs, under a measure 

passed by the Assembly 

yesterday.  The bill now 

headed to the senate also 

includes incentives for 



businesses to hire more 

disabled workers.  The 

funding would come from 

the projected surplus in the 

current state budge 

  
Schools having to make up 
days because of the cold 
weather  News 2/13/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Schools across much of the 

area will have classes 

deeper into June because 

of this season’s winter 

weather, something some 

administrators are still 

wrestling to schedule.  Now, 

some lawmakers want to 

change things.  Districts are 

required to have 180 days 

of instruction and certain 

hours, both tied to state aid.  

A new proposal would 

allow for more flexibility in 

that the daily requirement 

would be replaced with the 

same number of hours.  

There’s already bipartisan 

support for the measure in 

committee and if passed 

by both houses it would 

take effect next school 

year. 

The Marathon County 



Sheriff’s Department reports 

four people were arrested 

last night after an armed 

dispute.  Authorities said 

they received a call about 

people being threatened 

with weapons at a home 

on the 600 block of Turner 

Street.  The dispute 

occurred between 

roommates and 

acquaintences.  No one 

was hurt and the names of 

those involved have not 

been released.  When 

police arrived not everyone 

had weapons but guns 

were recovered at the 

home. 

25-year-old Jennifer 

Shepard of Wabeno was 

charged in Forest Court 

yesterday with failing to 

prevent bodily harm to a 

child, child neglect resulting 

in great bodily harm, aiding 

a felon and obstructing an 

officer. This stems from 

covering up an alleged 



child abuse case where her 

boyfriend, 29-year old 

Brandon Brunette, is 

charged with attempted 

first degree intentional 

homicide among other 

felonies.  He’s in jail on a 

$100,000 cash bond.  Last 

October, Shepard’s one 

year old son was 

hospitalized and doctors 

said the injuries were due to 

abuse.  She’s back in court 

next month. 
 

  
Restitution in bald eagle 
death News 2/13/14 1230p.530p 1:30 

 A father-and-son who run a 

large potato farm in 

Oneida County will pay 

100-thousand dollars in 

restitution, for the poisoning 

deaths of two bald eagles 

and 70 other wild animals. 

 65-year-old Alvin Sowinski 

and his 46-year-old son Paul 

of Sugar Camp made a 

plea deal on federal 

charges of illegal bald 

eagle possession.  They'll 

have separate plea 

hearings on May 8th before 



Magistrate Stephen Crocker 

in Madison.   Authorities said 

the Sowinskis poisoned a 

host of wildlife with 

pesticides between 2007-

and-2010 .  It all happened 

on an eight-thousand acre 

potato operaton in which 

about half was actively 

being farmed.  An 

investigation began in 2007 

when a D-N-R warden 

found a dead bald eagle, 

among other animals. 

 Sheriff's deputies and U-S 

Fish-and-Wildlife personnel 

also took part in the probe. 

A jail officer in Wausau 

went back to work 

yesterday, after she was 

severely beaten in an 

attack by an inmate 10-

and-a-half months ago. 

 Julie Christensen is part-

time right now.  She and 

another correctional officer 

were attacked last March 

27th at the Marathon 

County Jail.  She was in a 



coma for several months, 

and doctors were not 

certain she could fully 

recover from her head 

injuries.   Sheriff Scott Parks 

says Christensen wants to 

return to full-time duty.   

Eggs and rubber ducks will 

be among the issues of 

grave concern in the 

Wisconsin Assembly today. 

 The lower house is 

scheduled to act on bills to 

let farmers sell eggs from 

their chickens without a 

state processing license -- 

and to allow charities to put 

on rubber duck races 

without running afoul of 

gambling laws. 
 

  
Man dies after falling through 
the ice in Bayfield News 2/14/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 68-year-old man died 

after falling through the ice 

in Bayfield County.  The 

sheriff's office reports 

rescuers responded to a 

911 call about a person in 

Basswood Lake in the Town 

of Delta yesterday morning.  

He was pulled from the 



water but it was too late.  

Authorities say the man 

apparently was crossing 

over a channel in the lake 

with an active current 

below. The victim's name 

was not released.  

The Minnesota man 

convicted of killing his 

Wausau area wife, 30-year 

old Kira Steger, has 

appealed both his verdict 

and his sentence.  Jeffrey 

Trevino of Saint Paul was 

sentenced last fall to 27-

and-a-half years in prison -- 

twice the maximum under 

Minnesota's sentencing 

guidelines.   Attorney’s are 

challenging the length of 

his sentence – and claim 

circumstantial evidence 

was used to win a 

conviction. 

The Menominee Nation's 

new chairwoman is 

criticizing Wisconsin's new 

school mascot law, and did 

it in front of the state 



Legislature.  Laurie Boivin 

told lawmakers during the 

annual State of the Tribes 

address yesterday that 

native children shouldn't be 

subjected to inaccurate 

representations of their 

culture and other victims of 

discrimination don't have to 

circulate a petition.  Gov. 

Scott Walker signed a bill in 

December making it harder 

to force public schools to 

drop tribal nicknames.  Until 

Walker signed the measure, 

it took only a single 

complaint to trigger a state 

review of the mascot. 

Under the new law, it takes 

a petition to trigger the 

review and the burden of 

proof falls on the 

complainants to prove the 

nickname or mascot is 

racist.  

 

  
Wisconsin loggers speak on 
farm bill News 2/14/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin loggers say they'll 

be helped by the new 

federal Farm Bill because of 



what's NOT in the package. 

 Henry Schienebeck of the 

Great Lakes Timber 

Professionals Association in 

Rhinelander said loggers 

won't have to seek federal 

permits for run-off on forest 

roads.  He said it's been 

difficult to seek a 

clarification of whether 

permits would be required. 

 Now, Schienebeck says the 

Farm Bill assures loggers that 

they won't have to do extra 

paperwork and quote, 

"change the way we've 

been doing business" on 

road maintenance.  Also, 

the package extends 

contracting authority for 

forest stewardship -- a 

provision that was set to 

expire.   

 The proposed iron ore mine 

in northern Wisconsin has 

cleared another regulatory 

hurdle.  The D-N-R 

approved a storm-water 

permit allowing Gogebic 



Taconite to sample four-

thousand tons of rock.  It will 

help determine exactly 

where the mining project 

would be centered.  The 

company hopes to start its 

sampling in a few weeks on 

the proposed mining site in 

Ashland and Iron counties. 

 
If you were hoping to spear 

for a big fish on Lake 

Winnebago this weekend, 

forget it.  The D-N-R ended 

the annual sturgeon 

spearing season yesterday, 

after 90-percent of the 

quota for female fish was 

taken.  Spearers took home 

around 18-hundred-50 total 

sturgeon.  The season lasted 

only six days -- the third-

shortest since 2002 -- and it 

lasted just three days on the 

lakes which are up the Fox 

River from Lake 

Winnebago.  Ninetyh five of 

the fish were over 100 

pounds, the largest coming 



in at 161 pounds and 77-

inches. 
 

  
Fire destroys Langlade Co. 
barn  News 2/17/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Fire last night destroyed a 

Langlade County dairy 

barn.  Initial calls came in 

just after 7:00 that the 

building on Fairview Road in 

the town of Norwood was 

fully involved when 

firefighters arrived.  Some 

smaller livestock were lost 

but the cows and milk were 

in a different building, 

unharmed.  The number of 

animals lost is unknown, as is 

the cause of the blaze.  

Other nearby structures 

were not damaged.  

Volunteers also had to deal 

with downed power lines 

near the building.  No one 

was injured.   

The state patrol is again 

reminding drivers to slow 

down with snow falling this 

morning.  Winter weather 

advisories are posted for 

most of the listening area 

with winter storms warnings 



to the west.  On average 3-

6” of snow is expected.  

Dozens of accidents were 

reported over the 

weekend, including a 

fatality in Oneida county 

Friday morning.  Officials 

say the conditions are 

going to force drivers to 

slow down whether they 

want to or not and the 

milder temperatures means 

heavier snow and that’s 

more slippery.  As usual, 

authorities stress to allow 

extra time to get where 

you’re going. 

Expect some delays this 

week on hwy 51 in Wausau 

as crews repair beam 

guards in the areas of 

bridge street and stewart 

avenue and between 

bridge and Sherman streets. 

Lincoln County officials 

need your help following a 

hit and run accident last 

week in the town of 

Bradley.  A utility pole was 



snapped off, damaging a 

power box on Tannery 

Road, south of Hwy 8.  The 

vehicle will likely have 

extensive front end 

damage and if you have 

information please contact 

the sheriff’s department. 
 

  
Ministry health care a 
healthy place to work News 2/17/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The governor's office says 

it's doing what it can to 

approve some type of 

school accountability 

package before the 

legislative session ends in 

April.  Governor 

Scott Walker says he wants 

to make every school 

geting state tax money 

provide quote, "objective 

information about how 

those schools measure up." 

 A major bill to strengthen 

the state's grading of 

schools, and punish the 

lowest performers, does not 

appear to be getting 

anywhere in the Senate. 

 The Assembly is still working 

on it. 



Ministry Health Care is one 

of the 100 healthiest places 

to work in the nation.  The 

announcement was made 

by Healthiest Employers, the 

leader in employee health 

analytics, best practices 

and benchmark data.  In 

making the designation 

they state Ministry achieved 

remarkable and sustainable 

success through a broad 

range of corporate wellness 

programs and initiatives.  

The provider serves more 

than a million people across 

Wisconsin and Minnesota 

with 15 hospitals and 47 

clinics with nearly 13,000 

employees. 

Wisconsin gas prices are 

inching up again.  The 

Triple-"A" said the statewide 

average for regular 

unleaded was 3.33-and-a-

half per gallon as of 

yesterday.  That's up by six-

cents from a week ago, 

and it's almost seven cents 



higher than a month ago. 

 One factor is the rising cost 

of crude oil, as U-S crude for 

March deliveries went 

above 100-dollars a barrel 

this morning.  Analysts at 

Gas-Buddy-Dot-Com said 

it's normal to see gas prices 

go up in late February. 

 Wisconsin motorists are still 

getting a bargain 

compared to a year ago -- 

when regular unleaded was 

33-cents higher than it is 

now. 
 

  
Fire in the town of Pine River News 2/18/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Lincoln County authorities 

got a 911 call just before 

8:00 last night for a structure 

fire at the end of High Ridge 

Road in the town of Pine 

River.  A short time later 

another call came in 

reporting an outdoor wood 

burner was ablaze at the 

same location. When a 

deputy arrived a large pole 

shed with an attached 

wood burner was already 

partially engulfed.  



Occupants of the nearby 

home noticed the lights 

flickering and discovered 

the fire.  The building was 

destroyed and no one was 

hurt.  Assisting Pine River 

volunteers were the towns 

of Hewitt and Texaas, Merrill 

and Wisconsin Public 

Service. 

There’s a school 

referendum on the ballot 

today in the AVW school 

district.  A total of $975,000 

is asked of voters to keep 

from cutting programs.  The 

funding is for three years 

and school officials say 

most of the costs of keeping 

programs running will be 

offset by paying off their 

building next year.  They 

also stress property taxes 

won’t go up the first two 

years and only slightly in the 

third year.  Opponents 

claim better fiscal 

management is needed 

and any increase in this 



economy isn’t a good idea. 

A familiar face at the 

Wausau Convention and 

Visitor’s Bureau will now 

head the organization.  

Dick Barrett took over as 

executive director 

yesterday.  He’s been the 

sports director the last six 

years.  Barrett says he wants 

to expand the conventions 

and sports in the area to 

keep the economy 

growing.  His unofficial start 

began with last weekend’s 

Central Wisconsin Sport 

Show and continues with 

several more high profile 

shows at the Patriot Center. 
 

  
Propane fuel prices continue 
to drop in Wisconsin News 2/18/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Propane fuel prices 

continue to drop in 

Wisconsin.  But they're still 

higher than a month-a-half-

ago.   A gallon of propane 

has dropped to 3.43-a-

gallon -- down from the 

five-dollar-plus range last 

month.   Meanwhile, state 

Republicans have 



introduced a loan program 

to help middle-income 

households buy propane 

and other heating items. 

  Hazelhurst Republican Tom 

Tiffany is the chief Senate 

sponsor while Rhinelander 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen joined 11 others 

in the assembly.   

Is the Internet killing the big-

box electronics store? 

 Maybe not, but a 

Wisconsin technical college 

retail expert says the Web 

definitely has an impact. 

 Betty Hurd of Madison 

College said the closing of 

American T-V-and-

Appliance is a sign of the 

continued problems 

retailers face in the wake of 

the Great Recession. 

 American announced 

yesterday it would close its 

11 stores and distribution 

facilities in Wisconsin, Iowa, 

and Illinois.  Hurd tells says 

families are looking to cut 



costs -- and saving 50-

dollars online is often worth 

waiting a few extra days for 

a major product to arrive.  

American got its start in 

Madison 60 years ago.  The 

company said it was proud 

of its business record -- but 

in the past five years quote, 

"the economy has been 

unforgiving."  American says 

it will begin a liquidation 

sale on Thursday. 

Both of Wisconsin's U-S 

senators are in the State 

today.  Republican Ron 

Johnson delivers his "State 

of the Nation" address at a 

town hall meeting in Fond 

du Lac.  Democrat Tammy 

Baldwin visits the Domtar 

paper mill near Wausau, 

where she plans to talk 

about paper industry issues 

and postal reform. 
 

 
Fire destroyed a Tomahawk 
farm yesterday News 2/19/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Fire destroyed a Tomahawk 

home yesterday afternoon.  

City firefighters responded 

to the call on Somo 



Avenue, across from the 

Harley plant about 2:30.  No 

one was home at the time.  

An electrical problem may 

have started the blaze. 

A 39-year old Crandon man 

will get prison time for 

sexually assaulting or 

exposing himself to children 

at his mother’s daycare.  

William Anderson was 

sentenced to 11 and a half 

years in prison on five 

felonies in a plea bargain 

yesterday in Forest County 

Court.  He’ll also serve 12 

years extended supervision 

upon release. 

Thirty six votes were the 

margin of difference as the 

Arbor Vitae/ 

Woodruff school district 

passed a referendum 

yesterday.  The final tally 

was 500 to 464.  The 

$975,000 will help the school 

maintain programs.  The 

funding will run for three 

years, the first two with no 



impact to property tax 

payers.  A slight increase is 

expected the third year but 

lower than past increases. 

Hundreds of Rhinelander 

city residents are without 

water as the Public Works 

Department stretches 

resources thin to catch up.  

Over 250 customers were 

serviced last month alone, 

an unprecedented number 

according to RPW director 

Tim Kingman.  He’s says 

they’re working on 20 to 30 

homes a day now either 

thawing or repairing 

ruptured pipes.  City 

residents are still reminded 

to let the cold water run 

about the width of a pencil 

until further notice.   

A nasty winter storm will 

bear down on the state 

later tomorrow with 10 or 

more inches of snow 

expected in many areas by 

Friday.  Stay tuned to this 

NRG Media station for the 



latest details. 
 

 
More snow on the way News 2/19/14 1230p.530p 1:30 

Northern Wisconsin has as 

much as 40 inches of snow 

on the ground.  And with up 

to a foot of wet heavy snow 

on the way tomorrow, 

officials urge folks to get 

some of the earlier snow off 

their roofs.  Yesterday in 

Merrill, authorities said the 

weight of the snow caused 

about 10-percent of a roof 

to cave in at a vacant 

warehouse.  The collapse 

severed a gas line at a 

building owned by Hurd 

Windows.    In Rhinelander, 

the vacant Ross’s Country 

Store also had the roof 

collapse.   7-to-12 inches 

are in the forecast for 

central, western,and 

northern areas into Friday -- 

along with winds gusting up 

to 45-miles-an-hour 

statewide. 

Wisconsin industries and 

wastewater plants could 

delay expensive 



improvements to reduce 

the phosphorus they dump 

into waterways.  On a voice 

vote yesterday, the Senate 

agreed to hold up 

regulations passed by 

majority Democrats in 2010. 

 Business groups said the 

requirements would put 

undue hardships on them, 

while farms and other non-

point sources would not 

face the same rules.   The 

measure now goes to the 

Assembly.  Senators also 

agreed to allow charity 

duck races without making 

them run afoul of state anti-

gambling laws.  That bill 

now goes to Governor Scott 

Walker for his signature. 

Hunters could not shoot 

their weapons across trails 

in state parks, under a 

policy to be considered 

next week by the Natural 

Resources Board.  A state 

law passed three years ago 

allows hunting-and-



trapping in state parks, and 

it gives the D-N-R Board the 

authority to ban those 

activities in certain places.    
 

 
Gov. Walker declares a state 
of emergency  News 2/20/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

In advance of that winter 

storm taking aim on 

Wisconsin this afternoon, 

Governor Scott Walker has 

declared a state of 

emergency effective 

today.  While forecasters 

have somewhat scaled 

back the overall totals, the 

combination of the heavy 

snow, freezing rain and 

strong winds will wreak 

havoc on traveling.  The 

order readies Wisconsin 

Emergency Management, 

the National Guard, DOT, 

DNR and State Patrol.  

Officials urge drivers to 

consider limiting, delaying 

or canceling travel plans 

later today as the storm 

moves in. 

Saying Wisconsin would be 

a national embarrassment 

for what we’re doing to 



public education, State 

School Superintendent Tony 

Evers said a fast moving 

proposal in the legislature 

would politicize what kids 

learn and be a step 

backwards.  The bill, being 

voted on by an Assembly 

committee today, would 

drop the Common Core 

state standards in English, 

language arts and math a 

establish a 15 member 

committee chosen by the 

governor, department of 

public instruction and 

heads of both parties in the 

legislature.  Common Core 

provides guidance and 

support, while still 

maintaining the local 

control so important to 

districts throughout the 

state. It also helped 

standardize curriculum.  

Supporters of the measure 

say the bill creates a more 

open process for education 

while opponents point out, 



while the current process 

isn’t perfect, it still creates 

an adaptable framework.  

Evers said Madison should 

put kids first and keep the 

legislature out of the 

business of writing 

academic standards. 

Over 27,000 emails and 

other documents from the 

John Doe probe of 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

campaign were released 

yesterday.  A Walker aide 

was convicted of a felony 

for doing campaign work 

on government time. 
 

 
Road conditions nasty this 
morning News 2/21/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

While the size of the storm 

never materialized, 

conditions are still nasty this 

morning.  A combination of 

snow, freezing rain and 

wind have clogged roads 

and travel is slow going.  On 

average about 6” fell in the 

immediate listening areas 

with periods of lightning 

and thunder adding to the 

mix early last night.  Winter 



storm warnings remain in 

effect for north central 

Wisconsin until noon today.  

The wet, heavy snow 

caused a barn to collapse 

on Wausau’s north side and  

the roof of the Kmart store 

in Eau Claire also caved in.  

Cancelation, closing and 

delay information is 

available on this station’s 

Website. 

Fire destroyed a Wausau 

home yesterday afternoon.  

City firefighters were called 

to the blaze on McDonald 

Street, just off Grand 

Avenue around 3:00.  

Authorities estimate it may 

have been burning several 

hours before being noticed.  

No one was home at the 

time but two dogs perished.  

The cause is unknown.  

Another fire, this one 

yesterday morning about 

8:30 just east of Merrill was 

contained to one room.  

Pine River volunteers 



mopped up after the owner 

of the home got things 

under control with a fire 

extinguisher received from 

the department when they 

gave them away courtesy 

of a grant program.  The 

towns of Hewitt and Russell 

also sent personnel.   

School accountability and 

common core bills 

scheduled for a vote 

yesterday were postponed. 

The last-minute decision to 

delay a vote on 

accountability in schools 

funded with tax dollars was 

announced at the start of 

the Assembly Education 

Committee.  New 

amendments are being 

drafted and members want 

to make sure that people 

have a chance to 

understand the legislation 

before they vote on it. 

 

 
Winter weather causes 
problems with schools and News 2/21/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

While this winter storm 

didn’t live up to its initial 



businesses  billing, it’s still caused a lot 

of trouble with school 

closings, business delays, 

nearly impassable 

secondary roads and the 

return of below zero wind 

chills.  The combination of 

high winds, at times gusting 

close to 50 mph and heavy 

snow cut power to over 65-

hundred electric customers 

early today, beginning in 

the northwest and moving 

across the state with the 

storm.  There’s about seven 

inches of new snow on the 

level in the Rhinelander 

area with double digit 

amounts to the north and 

west, with nearly 18” 

already on the ground in 

the Twin Ports. 

Purdue University officials 

are moving ahead with 

plans to award a 

posthumous degree to the 

Wisconsin student fatally 

shot and stabbed during a 

campus attack last month.  



The Purdue board's 

Academic Affairs 

Committee voted 

yesterday to endorse the 

posthumous degree in 

electrical engineering for 

21-year-old Andrew Boldt of 

West Bend, killed Jan. 21st 

on campus.  Another 

student faces murder 

charges and is jailed 

without bond while 

awaiting trial. 

School records for 

Wisconsin students would 

be more secure, under a bill 

passed by the state 

Assembly last night.  The 

vote was 57-to-37 to send 

the measure to the Senate. 

 The Department of Public 

Instruction would have to 

post online the types of 

information collected on 

students, and come up with 

a plan for keeping it secure. 

 Also, the D-P-I could not 

share individual student 

data with the federal 



government -- and school 

district vendors could not 

disclose student records, 

except as specified in their 

school contracts. 
 

2 car crash near Rhinelander 
 News 2/24/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Traffic was backed up on 

Hwy 17 in the town of 

Pelican north of 

Rhinelander yesterday 

afternoon, following a two 

car crash.  Injuries were 

reported but no details 

have yet been released.  

The roof of one of the 

vehicles had to be 

removed to free one of the 

occupants.   

Tax time is getting to be 

prime-time for identity theft 

in Wisconsin.  The state's 

consumer protection 

agency received almost 

400 complaints about 

identity theft last year.  Fifty-

seven percent of those 

victims, or 227, said their 

income tax returns were 

rejected because 

somebody stole their 



information and beat them 

to a refund.  Victims can 

get their situations rectified -

- but it often takes months 

of paperwork to clear their 

names.  Both the I-R-S and 

the Wisconsin Revenue 

Department recently 

announced safeguards to 

make sure people get a 

chance to file their own 

returns.   Among other 

things, officials urge you not 

to answer phone calls and 

e-mails from someone 

claiming to be from the I-R-

S.  The F-T-C said almost half 

of identity thieves use their 

stolen data to obtain 

government benefits and 

commit wage-related 

fraud.  Thirteen percent 

receive credit cards in the 

victims' names.   

The fourth-highest jackpot 

in Mega Millions' history will 

be up for grabs tomorrow 

night.  That prize is now 195-

million dollars.  Nobody won 



the jackpot on Friday.  If 

there's no winner tomorrow 

night, the jackpot will easily 

surpass the third-highest 

ever in Mega Millions, which 

is 198-million dollars last 

May.  The record-high 

jackpot is 656-million in 

March of 2012.   In 

Powerball, the top prize is 

50-million dollars 

Wednesday night. 
 

Green Bay might be the next 
city to ban cell phone’s while 
driving 
 News 2/24/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Green Bay might become 

the next Wisconsin city to 

ban hand-held cell phones 

while driving.  Wausau 

passed a similar ordinance 

earlier this month, with the 

prospect that its suburbs 

would do the same. 

 Marshfield and Wisconsin 

Rapids banned hand-held 

cell phones by drivers a 

while back.  A Green Bay 

committee will discuss the 

idea tonight 

The symbol of Wisconsin's 

icy winter is open to the 

public once again.  The 



suddenly-popular ice caves 

re-opened this weekend 

west of Bayfield.  The caves 

were closed last Thursday 

night after an 18-inch 

snowstorm hit the region, 

amid fears the shaky ice 

underneath might not be 

strong enough. But on 

Saturday, officials affirmed  

the ice was safe -- and folks 

were encouraged to use 

snowshoes and cross 

country skis to reach the ice 

caves until a path could be 

formed on the two-mile 

stretch from the access 

point at Meyers Beach.  It's 

been five years since the 

weather was cold enough 

to accommodate people 

walking under the scenic 

ice caves along the Lake 

Superior mainland on the 

Apostle Islands National 

Lakeshore. 

Get ready for another 

"polar vortex" in Wisconsin 

this week.  Highs are in the 



teens today -- but by 

tomorrow, forecasters say it 

could be 10-degrees 

colder.  By Wednesday, 

parts of northern and 

western Wisconsin will be 

back down to 20-below. 

 The entire state could be in 

the deep freeze until Friday, 

well below normal for this 

time of year. There are no 

cold advisories out for now -

- but we could see wind-

chill advisories tomorrow 

night and Wednesday 

night, as they drop into the 

minus-30's again. 
 

 
Work on Hwy 521 north of 
Minocqua News 2/25/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The work on Highway 51 

north of Minocqua is being 

planned and the DOT is 

conducting what it calls a 

public involvement meeting 

tonight to get the process 

moving.  Planned for 5:00 at 

the AVW school, the 

department is seeking 

comment on a number of 

proposals for the stretch of 

highway between third 



street in woodruff to the 

intersection with hwy 70 

east in arbor vitae.  The 

project is planned for 2017. 

Meanwhile, residents of 

busy Thomas Street in 

Wausau finally got some 

movement on proposals to 

improve the road.  The 

city’s been talking about it 

for nearly a decade and 

now an engineering firm 

has developed several 

plans and unveiled them 

last night.  A number of 

personal and business 

properties will be affected 

and Mayor Jim Tipple hopes 

to have something final in a 

few months.   

Slippery roads contributed 

to a crash injuring two 

people yesterday morning 

east of Wausau.  The 

marathon county sheriff’s 

department reported the 

accident around 7:00 on 

county road N in the town 

of Norrie.   



Thirteen people were 

hospitalized for carbon 

monoxide poisoning over 

the weekend near Arcadia 

after authorities discovered 

a charcoal grill was 

apparently being used for 

heat.  The Trempealeau 

county sheriff’s office 

reported seven adults and 

five children fell ill because 

of the fumes and a first 

responder also had to be 

treated.  Officials warn it’s a 

bad idea to heat your 

home in unconventional 

ways.  Using a grill or other 

outdoor heating source 

inside doesn’t allow the 

lethal fumes create to 

dissipate, posing a deadly 

risk. 

 

Indian casino’s around the 
state  
 News 2/25/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Most Wisconsin Indians get 

at least some benefit from 

the casinos their tribes 

operate, but the amount 

varies greatly.  Published 

reports showed that in 2012, 



members of the Forest 

County Potawatomi got 80-

thousand dollars each in 

profits from their casinos in 

Milwaukee and Carter.  The 

next-highest payments 

were about 12-thousand to 

each Ho-Chunk tribal 

member.  Menominee 

Indians received the 

smallest reported casino 

profits, around 75-dollars 

each.  Some tribes reported 

annual pay-outs of 500 to 

two-thousand.  Others did 

not list their member 

payments in their 2012 

audits to the Federal 

Government.   

Wisconsin's attorney 

general JB VanHollen takes 

issue with advice from the 

head of the U-S Justice 

Department on the issue of 

gay marriage.  Eric Holder 

said yesterday state justice 

agencies are not obligated 

to defend their states' laws 

against gay marriage, even 



if they believe they're 

discriminatory.  Van Hollen 

says it's not Holder's job to 

give advice on defending 

state constitutions -- and it's 

not the states' roles to give 

Holder advice on how to 

do his job.  Van Hollen 

made the remark in his role 

as the president of the 

National Association of 

Attorneys General.    

Wisconsin communities that 

don't want roundabouts 

would have the right to 

veto them under a bill 

before the Assembly's 

Transportation Committee 

today.  The measure would 

require local government 

approval before the state 

D-O-T can install the circular 

intersections.  Right now, 

state and county officials 

can decide where-and-

when to build the 

roundabouts.  Lakeland 

area residents may have 

interest because one has 



been discussed for the 

intersection of highways 51 

and 70 east in Arbor Vitae 

in proposed work within the 

next several years. 
 

Eagle River man is in court 
 News 2/26/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Eagle River man 

accused to stabbing his 

girlfriend and leaving her to 

die appeared in Vilas 

County court yesterday.  

28-year old Andrew Rosner 

faces two counts of first 

degree intentional 

homicide in the stabbing of 

21-year old Morgan Maney, 

also of Eagle River.  The 

second charge stems from 

the fact Maney is pregnant.  

She drove herself to the 

hospital after being 

stabbed in the chest 

following an argument.  

Rosner is back in court next 

month.   Meanwhile 30-year 

old Brandon Brunette of 

Wabeno was back in Forest 

County Court on several 

felonies after allegedly 

injuring the young son of 



the woman he was dating.  

The boy will never walk or 

talk again from the abuse, 

being in what doctors call a 

persistent vegetative state.  

The mother, 25-year old 

Jennifer Shepard is also 

facing charges of neglect 

and failing to prevent 

bodily harm among others.  

She’s back in court next 

month while Brunette’s pre-

trial conference is set for 

May 13th.   

Marshfield Police report a 

man was hit and killed by a 

train last night.  The 

unidentified victim was 

found alongside the tracks 

at the intersection of 

Veterans Parkway and Vine 

street shortly before 10. 

Rhinelander may join the 

growing movement to ban 

cell phone use while 

driving.  Wausau began 

enforcing their new 

ordinance two weeks ago 

and as we reported earlier, 



Green Bay is also talking 

about it.  Rhinelander Police 

Chief Mike Steffes 

recommends waiting on 

Madison as Wisconsin may 

become the 13th state to 

enact a ban on using hand 

held devices while 

operating a vehicle.  

Aldermen will take up the 

matter next month.   
 

 
Trial is being delayed case 
of teenager accused in 
robbery case News 2/26/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A trial is being delayed for a 

teenager accused of 

organizing the failed 

robbery of an elderly 

woman and her former 

neighborhood grocery store 

in Marshfield.  18-year-old 

Cordell Ellingson of Arpin 

was supposed to be in 

court today on a Wood 

County charge of 

contributing to the 

delinquency of a 13-year-

old robbery suspect. 

 However, his attorney 

wanted more time to 

review evidence.  He 

allegedly drew up a plan to 



rob Wolf's Grocery store 

and encouraged a 13-year-

old boy to pull it off. 

 Investigators said the 13-

year-old wore a mask as he 

demanded money -- but 

store owner Marge Wolf 

offered him Tootsie Rolls 

instead.  The case made 

national news.  The boy is 

still facing juvenile action. 

 Wolf was 96 when the 

incident occurred.  She has 

since sold the store and 

retired. 

A convicted murderer 

pleaded guilty to escaping 

from a state prison's work 

detail last fall.  54-year-old 

Todd Brecht entered his 

plea yesterday in 

Rhinelander.  He'll be 

sentenced April 29th. 

 Authorities said Brecht 

walked away October first 

from a work crew on 

Highway 70 in Vilas County -

- and he made it to Florida 

before being arrested three 



days later.  Brecht was at 

the minimum-security 

Camp McNaughton prison. 

 He was serving a life 

sentence for the 1985 

shooting death of his 

brother-in-law, Buffalo 

County District Attorney 

Roger Hartman.   

The winter that won’t let go 

continues into the weekend 

with winter weather 

advisories posted for west 

and northwest Wisconsin.  

Wind chills could drop to 45-

below by early morning.  

Closer to home, below zero 

high temperatures and 

wind chill values to minus 

35. 
 

 
Mobile home and garage 
destroyed by fire News 2/27/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A mobile home and 

garage were destroyed by 

fire yesterday morning.  The 

Vilas County Sheriff’s office 

reports they received a 911 

call just before 11 of a fire 

on Camp Highland Road in 

Plum Lake.  The garage was 

already engulfed when 



firefighters arrived and it 

quickly spread to the 

adjoining mobile home.  No 

one was home and one 

vehicle in the garage was 

also destroyed.  Plum Lake 

volunteers were supported 

by departments from St. 

Germain, Boulder Junction 

and Westside RIT. 

Meanwhile, Mosinee 

firefighters were called 

back twice to a fire and 

explosion at a duplex last 

night.  The first call to the 

500 block of Maple Street in 

the city came in at 10:45.  

One woman was injured.  

Officials said a small 

propane tank caused the 

explosion.  Crews were 

called back several hours 

later when smoldering 

insulation rekindled another 

fire.   

Several weeks ago we told 

you about Ruby’s Pantry, a 

new organization that 

distributes food donations 



from big stores and 

corporations.  Their opening 

in Rhinelander last week 

drew hundreds of people.  

Now, another location is set 

to open in Lac du 

Flambeau and they’re 

planning for even more 

people because of the 

demand.  Ruby’s Pantry 

doesn’t require income 

limits but does ask for a 

donation to receive 

products.  A percentage of 

those donations are 

returned to the community.  

The pantry will be open 

March 11th, April 8th and 

May 13th at the Lake of the 

Torches Casino Bingo Hall in 

Flambeau and is open to 

everyone.  Preregistration is 

required at the tribal 

Economic Support Office. 
 

 
Wausau man is being sought 
. News 2/27/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Police near Wausau are 

looking for a 35-year-old 

man charged with running 

a cock-fighting ring and 

illegal gambling.  An arrest 



warrant was issued for Bee 

Her of Weston.  He's 

charged with instigating 

animal fights, fatal animal 

mistreatment, marijuana 

possession, receiving a 

commercial gambling bet, 

and four counts of setting 

up illegal gambling 

machines.   Authorities say 

they've been investigating 

Her since last February, 

when Everest Metro Police 

received a letter alleging 

criminal activity at Her's 

pool hall in Schofield.    

Governor Scott Walker says 

if voters re-elect him in 

November, he'll make sure 

property taxes will not go 

up through at least 2018. 

 The Republican Walker told 

the Wisconsin Realtors 

Association yesterday he 

wants to send a "powerful 

message" about cutting 

local taxes -- and his 

administration would spend 

this year and early next 



year on the specifics.  It can 

be a tricky pledge, since 

both local taxes and state 

aid can vary so much, that 

some communities still see 

tax hikes even though the 

statewide average goes 

down. 

It's called the "Arctic 

Tailgate," but the 

Milwaukee Brewers say it's 

too cold to let fans camp 

out at Miller Park for two 

days before individual 

game tickets go on sale 

Saturday.  Fans can start 

lining up at noon tomorrow, 

before the ticket windows 

open at nine Saturday 

morning.   Tickets for all 81 

home games at Miller Park 

will go on sale Saturday at 

the ballpark, by phone, and 

online.  A limited number of 

Opening Day seats will be 

available to those gutting 

out the cold. 
 

 
Petition delivered to state 
lawmakers News 2/28/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Over 16-thousand signed 

petitions were delivered to 



state lawmakers yesterday 

by activists renewing their 

push for universal 

background checks on the 

transfer of firearms in 

Wisconsin.  The checks are 

now only required for 

people buying weapons 

from federally licensed 

dealers, but not sales at 

gun shows or online.  

There’s been an assembly 

bill trying to get a public 

hearing, but it’s gone 

nowhere for over a year.  

Supporters say people 

haven’t had the chance to 

voice their concerns while 

opponents maintain the 

measure denies gun 

owners’ constitutional rights 

and determined criminals 

would just get the guns 

elsewhere.   

State Senator Tom Tiffany is 

backing off his position on 

local restrictions for frac 

sand mining.  The Hazelhurst 

Republican introduced a 



bill back in October 

severely limiting what sort of 

ordinances, laws or 

regulations local and 

county governments could 

put on such operations.  

That would include air, 

water, blasting and road 

restrictions.  Critics called it 

an attack on local control.  

Yesterday, Tiffany retuned 

the measure, removing the 

prohibition against new 

environmental or blasting 

regulations by local 

government but would not 

allow local changes to 

state codes on health and 

welfare.  Tiffany wants a 

hearing scheduled by next 

week. 

It almost seems funny but 

this is the weekend ice 

anglers need to remove 

their shacks off the frozen 

lakes.  South of Hwy 64 the 

date is Sunday and to the 

North, it’s March 17th.  The 

DNR knows the deep snow 



and slush will hamper some 

removal and ask they be 

contacted if there’s a 

problem.  Portable shanties 

can still be used if they’re 

removed daily after the 

deadlines. 
 

 
Gun control an issue in 
Wisconsin News 2/28/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

It appears gun control will 

be an issue in the Wisconsin 

attorney general's election 

this fall.  Milwaukee 

Representative Jon 

Richards, one of three 

Democratic candidates, is 

among the sponsors of a bill 

requiring universal 

background checks for all 

gun buyers.  However, a 

spokesman for Republican 

candidate Brad Schimel 

said criminals could look to 

the black market to find 

guns -- and the concept of 

background checks is more 

about politics than about 

serious efforts to fight crime.  

Lawmakers are running out 

of time to act on the 

measure, since the current 



session ends in just over a 

month. 

Congress would oversee 

consumer protection efforts 

for people like bank 

customers, under a bill 

passed by the U-S House 

last night.  Wausau 

Republican Sean Duffy 

drafted the measure, which 

passed 232-to-182 with only 

10 Democrats voting yes. 

 The four-year-old 

Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau would 

become a separate 

agency under 

congressional oversight, 

instead of being part of the 

Federal Reserve.  Duffy said 

the change is needed 

because the bureau has 

been collecting people's 

credit card data and 

transaction records, much 

like the National Security 

Agency.  His bill would 

require consumers' 

approval before the 



government stores their 

credit data. 

Briggs-and-Stratton has 

come up with a quieter 

lawn-mower engine, so folks 

can cut grass earlier in the 

day without waking up their 

neighbors.  The Milwaukee 

area small-engine maker 

unveiled what it calls "Quiet 

Power Technology."  Briggs 

says the new engine is 65-

percent quieter than similar 

engines made in the past.   

Briggs said it took over two 

years to develop the new 

technology.   
 

 
Interview Phone 2/20/14 738a 4 min. 

Talked to Theresa Smith from the Boulder 
Jct. CoC about the upcoming Frozen 
Tozen winter event in Boulder Jct.  

 
Interview Phone 2/26/14 835a 3 min.  

Talked to Romelle Vandervest from the 
Rhinelander Kiwanis Club about the 
upcoming Winter Extravaganza fund raiser 

 
Interview  phone 2/26/14 635a 3 min.  

Talked to Amy Young about the upcoming 
Klondike Days in Eagle River 
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Vilas Co. man frozen outside 
of home  News 3/3/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Vilas County Sheriff’s 

department reported 

finding a man outside the 

front door of his home, 

frozen to the ground.  49-

year old Wade Willey of St. 

Germain was last seen early 

Saturday morning and 

investigators believe he 

succumbed to the 

extremely cold weather.  

Alcohol may have been a 

contributing factor in the 

death. 

The Northbound lanes of 

Hwy 51 were closed for a 

short time late Saturday 

afternoon near Merrill for a 

vehicle fire.  Lincoln County 

Deputies to find the vehicle 

engulfed in flames.  The 

driver and only occupant 

was not hurt.  Pine River 

firefighters and the Lincoln 

County Highway 

department assisted at the 

scene. 



Investigators believe 

alcohol was a factor in 

a snowmobile crash 

early yesterday morning 

in Marathon county. A 

snowmobiler missed a 

curve on a trail on the 

1400 block of County 

Highway FF in the Town 

of Berlin.  The male 

driver was seriously 

injured and airlifted to 

Aspirus Hospital.  

Another snowmobile 

crash, about an hour 

later in Breitung 

township in the UP killed 

the operator.  Dickinson 

County authorities 

report a driver on Pine 

Mountain road near 

Lucas road spotted a 

man lying on the side of 

the road.  He was 

pronounced dead at 

the scene. 



The Rhinelander Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

has a new executive 

director…after a short 

search the board 

announced Harshaw native 

Dana DeMet will head the 

organization.  He brings a 

background in journalism, 

business management, 

Web development and PR.  

The chamber serves more 

than 350 area businesses.  

DeMet succeeds Lara Reed 

who left in January to 

handle marketing for the 

northern region of Ministry 

Healthcare.   
 

  
Kids eating healthier at 
school News 3/3/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin schools are 

facing unintended 

consequences with a two-

year-old federal law aimed 

at getting kids to eat 

healthier at lunch.  They 

include more fruits-and-

vegetables being thrown 

away instead of eaten -- 

more parents packing bag-

lunches as school lunch 



prices go up -- and the 

prospect of school fund-

raisers being eliminated, 

because the food that's 

sold does not meet federal 

guidelines.  The Healthy 

Hunger-Free Kids Act 

continues to be phased in, 

and schools are working 

with food service providers 

to find things kids will eat. 

 Under one new 

requirement, youngsters 

must pick up a fruit-or-

vegetable in the lunch-line.   

Many schools use some of 

the government’s funding 

to cover losses for the paid 

lunches, so those close to 

the poverty line can eat at 

a reasonable price. 

Wisconsin Assembly 

Republicans meet 

tomorrow to consider 

removing Bill Kramer as their 

majority leader.  Kramer's 

office confirmed the 

Waukesha lawmaker 

checked into a treatment 



facility.  His staffers would 

not say why.   Kramer was 

accused of sexually 

harassing two women last 

week at a fund-raiser in 

Washington.  A legislative 

staffer and a lobbyist were 

said to be the women 

making the allegations.  The 

49-year-old Kramer has 

been in the Assembly for 

just over seven years. 

The Lac du Flambeau tribe 

finished a feasibility study, 

and is working to get 

federal money for regional 

high speed internet to its 

members and beyond. 

 Tribal education director 

Joni Theobald says her 

group is tentatively looking 

at a fiber-optic system with 

commercial-sized 

bandwidth.  The project 

could run into the millions of 

dollars, but Theobald says 

it's manageable. 
 

  
Sting operation successful in 
thwarting murder plot News 3/4/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A sting operation put an 

end to a murder plot in 



Wausau.  33-year old 

Jessica Strom of Merrill is in 

the Marathon County Jail 

on a $250,000 cash bond 

after allegedly planning to 

kill her fiancé.  She’s 

charged with conspiracy to 

commit first degree 

intentional homicide.  Court 

documents show Strom 

contacted a former college 

classmate and offered 

$1000 and sex in exchange 

for the killing of her on 

again/off again boyfriend.  

That person contacted 

police.  She’s back in court 

next week. 

It’s not great news but it 

confirms what many of us 

have been thinking as the 

National Weather Service 

confirmed this winter has 

been the coldest in 

recorded history for 

Rhinelander.  Records show 

the average temperature, 

typically between 

December and February, 



was 4.7 degrees, beating 

the previous record of 5.7 

set back in 1917.  Records 

have been kept for 

Rhinelander since 1908.  The 

city joins 13 other 

communities in setting new 

record low average 

temperatures.  Last Friday 

alone, nearly a dozen new 

record lows were set, 

including a 30-below 

reading in Antigo.  Other 

record setters included 

Wausau, Clintonville, 

Kewaunee, Marshfield, 

Laona, Merrill and 

Shawano.   

 

Rhinelander high schools’ 

mock trial team heads 

back to Madison this 

weekend.  The Hodags are 

defending champs, having 

won the state title 16 times, 

including six of the last 10 

years.  Eleven regional 

champions and five 

wildcard teams will also 



compete in semi-finals at 

the Dane County 

Courthouse on Sunday with 

the top two teams vying for 

the state title Monday 

before the justices of the 

state supreme court.   
 

  
Vilas Co. and Lac Du 
Flambeau tribe working 
together News 3/4/14 1230p.530p 1:30 

 Vilas County and the Lac 

du Flambeau Tribe together 

will fund an administrative 

position in the district 

attorney’s office.  Last fall 

the county created a part 

time position to help the 

DA’s office with the growing 

backlog of cases.  Many of 

those cases originated on 

the reservation and sat 

many times for months.  

Today, tribal president tom 

maulson presented DA al 

moustakis a $25,000 check 

in a joint effort to make the 

position permanent.  It’s a 

three year deal the county 

couldn’t afford by itself.   

Over 100 environmental 

advocates from Wisconsin 

and seven other Great 



Lakes states are lobbying in 

the nation's capital this 

week.  They'll attend the 

semi-annual meeting of the 

Great Lakes Commission. 

 They'll also lobby their 

congressional 

representatives to keep 

supporting the Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative, a 

multi-year plan to clean up 

the massive waterways. 

 The package sat on a shelf 

for years before President 

Obama started providing 

federal funds in 2009.  Since 

then, the Initiative has spent 

over a billion-dollars to 

clean up polluted shorelines 

and industrial sites, and 

protect wildlife habitat near 

the Great Lakes. 

Don't go outside in shorts 

just yet -- but it is 37-degrees 

warmer in parts of northern 

Wisconsin than it was 25 

hours before.  It was five 

above zero at Land O'Lakes 

in Vilas County at seven this 



morning -- the same place 

where it was 32-below at six 

a-m yesterday. Light snow is 

expected to clear out of 

Wisconsin today, and then -

- you guessed it -- colder 

temps are due back in 

tonight, with lows of 10-

below in the north to plus-10 

in the south. 
 

  
Mayor of Phillips wants 
police chief fired News 3/5/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The mayor of Phillips wants 

his police chief fired.  

Charles Peterson filed a 

complaint last month 

against Chief David 

Sonntag for allegedly 

falsifying documents and 

illegally pulling over a 

citizen.  The matter is under 

review and the police 

review committee has 

retained an attorney to aid 

in the investigation.  City 

officials and the chief 

cannot comment on the 

allegations.  Sonntag has 

been the Phillips chief for 

nine years.  A hearing is set 

for next Tuesday. 



Police is Stevens Point say a 

man poured gasoline in his 

apartment early yesterday 

morning, lit it and left.  39-

year old Roy Strait is in the 

Portage County Jail.  The 

building, at 1900 Monroe 

street was destroyed.  Four 

other people lived in the 

building but were all safely 

evacuated.  The Red Cross 

is assisting those people 

displaced. 

The Wausau School Board 

votes Monday on new 

guidelines for its music 

program.  You may recall 

the issue exploded onto the 

national stage late last year 

when the district wanted to 

limit the number of religious 

Christmas carols.  The 

reaction was immediate 

and critical.  A special 

committee developed a 

plan to help music teachers 

choose music that will 

educate students while not 

supporting any particular 



religion.    

Numerous reports of 

smelling natural gas 

prompted an investigation 

last night near Merrill.  The 

first calls came in just after 

six as firefighters and 

Wisconsin Public Service 

closed a residential area 

and rerouted traffic for 

several hours in the vicinity 

of Highways 51 & K, Duginski 

Road, Pope Road and 

Hillside Drive.  No one was 

evacuated and the cause 

of the smell was never 

found. 
 

  
Wausau woman pleads 
guilty over killing a dog News  3/5/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A Wausau woman has 

pleaded guilty to poisoning 

and stabbing her ex-

boyfriend's dog to death, in 

a case that attracted 

worldwide publicity.  Sean 

Janas, who turns 22 on 

Saturday, struck a plea deal 

yesterday convicting her on 

two felony charges related 

to animal mistreatment. 

  She'll be sentenced March 



17th in Marathon County.   

A new judge and 

prosecutor have quickly 

been named in the case of 

a Merrill woman accused of 

trying to hire a hit-man to kill 

a lawyer who was her 

fiance.  33-year-old Jessica 

Strom is charged in 

Marathon County with 

conspiracy to commit a 

homicide.  Circuit Judge 

Michael Moran withdrew 

because he knows the 

intended r victim, who's a 

lawyer in both Wausau and 

Merrill.  Clark County Circuit 

Judge Jon Counsell was 

appointed, but the defense 

rejected him.  Taylor County 

Judge Ann Knox-Bauer was 

then named to hear the 

case.  Marathon County 

prosecutors also knew the 

intended victim, so 

Langlade County DA Ralph 

Uttke will be the prosecutor. 

 Authorities said Strom 

offered sex and a thousand 



dollars to an  acquaintance 

if he would shoot her fiance 

in his Merrill law office and 

dump his body in Door 

County.   

The D-N-R reports 

snowmobile registrations 

have grown by 163-percent 

over the last dozen years. 

 Licenses in Vilas County 

alone have almost doubled 

since 2002, to more than 10-

thousand machines. 

 Neighboring Oneida 

County has nine-thousand 

snowmobiles registered.   All 

told, Wisconsin has almost a 

quarter-million snowmobiles 

registered, riding almost 25-

thousand miles of groomed 

trails.  Travel Wisconsin-Dot-

Com says trails in the 

northern half of the state 

are about the only ones still 

in excellent condition. 
 

 State patrol officer drunk 
 News 3/6/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An off-duty trooper with the 

State Patrol was intoxicated 

when she  accused a 

woman of being too young 



to drink.  28-year old 

Jennifer Latzig of Stevens 

Point was charged last 

month with misdemeanor 

disorderly conduct in the 

Dec. 28 incident at 

Humphrey's Pub in Merrill. 

She pleaded not guilty and 

is free on a $1,000 signature 

bond.  According to online 

court records, Latzig ended 

up in a physical 

confrontation after 

demanding to see the 

woman’s identification and 

showing her badge.  The 

woman felt she was being 

harassed and police were 

called.  Latzig’s blood 

alcohol level was .210 

percent.  Officials with the 

state patrol could not 

comment on the matter. 

Wisconsin highway 

departments are cutting 

back on their salt use.   Salt 

reserves haven't reached 

critical levels, but they're 

low enough for concern.  At 



the beginning of the 

season, Wisconsin had just 

under 800,000 tons of road 

salt available. Now, 5,000 

tons remain.  Counties are 

being urged to use less salt 

and to pre-wet it before 

applying to slick roads.  That 

way it sticks to the road 

better.  Officials hope these 

preliminary actions will 

maintain the supply that’s 

left.  

Jack is walking with a limp 

today, but it could’ve been 

a lot worse.  Jack is a 1500 

pound horse that fell into a 

well yesterday morning in 

the town of Grant in 

Shawano County.  Owner 

Leslie Hamm called the fire 

department for help and 

after some planning, more 

than a dozen firefighters 

used hose and chains to 

make a harness and an 

end loader to lift the animal 

out.  After a couple tense 

hours, Jack was back on 



solid ground.  

 

  
Fire destroys Hazlehurst 
home  News 3/6/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Fire destroyed a Hazelhurst 

home yesterday afternoon.  

Departments from 

Minocqua and Cassian 

assisted Hazelhurst 

volunteers after the 

dispatch went out shortly 

after 4:00.  Early indications 

are the blaze began in the 

garage, spreading to the 

house.  No one was home 

at the time. 

Prosecutors said a Stevens 

Point man burned down his 

apartment because he 

apparently wanted to go 

back to prison for some 

reason.  Investigators said 

39-year-old Roy Strait 

poured gasoline in his 

apartment and lit it on fire 

Tuesday morning.  Two 

people escaped 

unharmed.  A Portage 

County judge set bond at 

100-thousand dollars, and 

Strait is due back in court 



March 24th for arson and 

reckless endangerment. 

Both sides made strong 

arguments on whether 

smokers should be allowed 

to puff electronic cigarettes 

in the public areas of 

Wisconsin buildings.  A 

Senate committee held a 

public hearing on a bill to 

exempt e-cigarettes from 

the state's public indoor 

smoking ban adopted in 

2010.  Supporters said the 

vapors from e-cigarettes 

are a lot less harmful than 

second-hand tobacco 

smoke.  Doctors said the 

vapors spew heavy metals 

and other toxins into the air. 

 

Wisconsin school 

superintendents are in 

Madison today, to oppose 

a bill that could have 

lawmakers setting 

academic standards.  The 

Senate Education 

Committee hosts a public 



hearing on the proposed 

creation of a state board to 

set new standards -- and 

possibly replace the three-

year-old Common Core 

standards for math and 

reading.  Republican 

Governor Scott Walker says 

Wisconsin needs its own 

academic requirements.  

School administrators and 

others say it would politicize 

the process of determining 

what kids should learn.   
 

  
Potholes are numerous in 
the area News 3/7/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wednesday we told you 

about the Mayor of Phillips, 

Charles Peterson, starting 

the process to remove 

David Sonntag as the 

Police Chief.  In his 

complaint Peterson alleges 

Sonntag tampered with 

mail, pulled someone over 

using his personal vehicle 

and falsifying documents.  

It’s come to light this isn’t 

the first time Sonntag has 

had problems.  As Chief in 

Mazomanie in the 90s, he 



was investigated on a 

number is improprieties 

including drinking, 

destroying evidence and 

selling seized property, 

mainly guns.  He’s run the 

Phillips department for nine 

years and a hearing on the 

matter is set for Tuesday. 

As the snow begins to 

retreat from the roads, 

mostly because crews are 

plowing it back further, that 

annual right of passage 

appears.  Potholes.  And if 

you think there are more of 

them, you’re right.  The frost 

line has been the deepest 

in memory and it’s hardly 

budged yet, which is why 

many municipalities 

continue to have people 

running their water.  

Officials ask drivers to be 

mindful of the standing 

water on the roads 

because you never know 

how deep that puddle is.  

Some patching is already 



underway but it’s still too 

early to make repairs in 

earnest. 

The use of lead tackle 

won’t be allowed on three 

Vilas County lakes this 

season.  Beginning April first, 

Escanaba, Pallette and 

Nebish lakes will restrict the 

use of jigs, shot and sinkers 

made of lead.  The three 

research lakes are in the 

Northern Highland-

American Legion State 

Forest where anglers have 

to check in and out to fish.  

The move is an effort to 

save loons and other birds 

that eat the hazardous 

metal.   
 

  
Fire damages Lincoln Co. 
home  News 3/10/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Fire early Saturday morning 

damaged a Lincoln County 

home.  The Sheriff’s 

department reported 

getting a call around 3am 

of smoke coming from the 

house on Wyant Avenue in 

the town of Schley.  Town of 

Russell and Pine River 



departments doused the 

flames but two dogs 

perished.  The cause is still 

unknown. 

For six months a select 

committee has been 

touring rural school districts 

in Wisconsin gathering 

information on the 

inequities they face when 

dealing with Madison.  

Some lawmakers said they 

were surprised to find the 

schools in such dire straits.  

The chairman of the Rural 

Schools Task Force, 

Rhinelander Republican 

Assemblyman Rob 

Swearingen says the group 

is drafting 

recommendations to 

change the way state aid is 

distributed to avoid budget 

cuts and closing schools in 

rural areas, among other 

things.  Those ideas are 

expected next month. 

The Marshfield woman who 

created national headlines 



after she told would-be 

robbers they couldn't have 

any money, but could have 

all the Tootsie Rolls they 

wanted, has died.  97-year-

old Marge Wolf owned 

Wolf's Grocery in Marshfield 

for almost 60 years. She 

retired in December of last 

year.  She passed away 

quietly with her family by 

her side. 

Higher than average 

snowfall and frost depths 

over eight feet could trigger 

severe flooding in the state.  

That frost line, according to 

the National Weather 

Service, will prevent the 

melting snow from seeping 

into the ground and that 

forces runoffs into the rivers.  

Areas along the Wisconsin, 

Rock, Fox, Pecatonica and 

other rivers are urged to 

prepare for spring flooding. 
 

  
Gleason man recovering 
from freak shooting accident News 3/10/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Gleason man is 

recovering from a freak 

shooting incident over the 



weekend.  The 52-year old 

tossed a bag onto the 

bedroom floor early 

Saturday morning and 

when it hit, the 38-caliber 

pistol went off, hitting him in 

the leg.  He was treated at 

a Wausau hospital. 

The Herb Kohl Educational 

Foundation Awards have 

been announced and area 

schools are well 

represented.  The program, 

founded by US Senator 

Herb Kohl in 1990 has 

awarded over $8.6 million 

to Wisconsin educators, 

students and schools.  

Recipients this year in 

academic excellence 

include Annie DeBroux at 

Merrill high school and 

Natalie Miller at Three 

Lakes.  Fellowship winners, 

those taking leadership and 

service outside of school in 

Karie Blemke of James 

Williams Middle School in 

Rhinelander and Wendra 



Simonis at West Elementary 

in Antigo.  Initiative 

scholarship recipients are 

chosen by their schools for 

demonstrating the ability to 

succeed in college and 

beyond.  They include 

Destiny Baltinger of 

Rhinelander and Brandon 

Bastle of Antigo.   

The deadline is March 31st 

for pet owners to get them 

licensed, or face increased 

late fees, some triple what 

they’ve been in the past.  

Many communities offer 

online registration while 

others need a visit to the 

clerk’s office. 

The Mega Millions jackpot is 

above 300-million dollars for 

only the second time since 

the game's record prize of 

656-million almost two years 

ago.  Nobody won the top 

prize Friday night, so it goes 

up to 309-million dollars 

tomorrow night.  Tomorrow's 

jackpot is the ninth-largest 



in Mega Millions' history.  

The cash option is 169-

million.  In Powerball, the 

top prize is at 60-million 

dollars for Wednesday 

night. 
 

 Rhinelander city council 
approves a permanent stop 
sign.  
 News 3/11/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 One of the byproducts of 

the sudden warm up is 

slush…it’s heavy and is 

causing problems for drivers 

on secondary roads as 

vehicles struggle to find a 

spot with traction and for 

buildings, as witnessed in 

downtown Rhinelander 

yesterday afternoon 

around 3:00.  Luckily no one 

was hurt when the awning 

on the Elbo Room bar 

collapsed onto the sidewalk 

under the weight of the 

snow.  Officials aren’t sure 

when the debris will be 

cleared.  Some tense 

moments yesterday 

morning at a building in the 

Foster and Smith complex 

just outside the city as 

employees were sent home 



as the roof of the huge 

warehouse began to sag, 

affecting the adjoining 

retail store.  Necessary steps 

were taken to clear the roof 

and it’s business as usual 

today.   

Rhinelander’s city council 

approved making the stop 

sign at the Davenport and 

Sutliff intersection by the 

papermill permanent.   

Alderman Alex Young says 

they’ll wait for the snow to 

retreat before beginning 

any work.  The sign was 

originally placed there to 

avoid traffic jams 

downtown as work was 

done on Kemp Street last 

summer. 

As a method to ease 

budget woes, Wisconsin 

schools could extend their 

days and shorten the year if 

the Senate approves it.  A 

bill modifying the 180 days 

of instruction is up for a vote 

this week.  The measure 



also allows the Department 

of Public Instruction to fund 

remedial courses and 

interim school sessions.  

Now, schools would lose 

state funding if the days 

don’t add up.  The bill has 

drawn strong support from 

both parties, the DPI and 

other education groups. 
 

  
Debate over Wisconsin 
schools revived again News 3/11/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A nearly 20-year-old 

debate over when 

Wisconsin schools can 

begin fall classes is being 

revived again.  La Crosse 

Superintendent Randy 

Nelson wants the state 

Legislature to end the 

requirement that schools 

wait until September first to 

start their new terms.  To 

help force the issue, 26 La 

Crosse area school districts 

plan to ask for waivers, so 

that by 2015, they can start 

in mid-August.  A bill ending 

the start date is an 

amendment to a bill ending 

the 180-day requirement for 



schools to be in session -- 

though they would still have 

quotas for classtime. 

 Insiders say the original 

measure has broad support 

but the amendment may 

kill it.  In the mid-90s tourism 

businesses pushed for the 

later start to keep their 

summer help through Labor 

Day.   

 A central Wisconsin child 

care provider is in court 

next week after she 

allegedly cut and bruised a 

baby while spanking her. 

 Carla Blood of 

Birnamwood is charged in 

Marathon County with 

felony child abuse. 

 According to prosecutors, 

a grandfather of the 

eleven-month-old was told 

the girl was out of control, 

and the 45-year-old Blood 

spanked her because she 

quote, "needed discipline." 

 The grandfather took the 

girl to an Antigo hospital 



where doctors say the 

injuries came from an 

object striking the baby. 

Rhinelander’s Mock Trial 

team is no stranger to 

supreme court justices 

across the country and 

they’ll see some again in 

May.  The team and their 

coaches for the 17th time, 

captured the state title 

yesterday in Madison and 

will head back down to the 

capital city May 8th for 

national competition, a title 

they’ve also won before.   
 

  
Proposed bible camp west of 
Rhinelander News 3/12/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The proposed bible camp 

on Squash Lake west of 

Rhinelander is still just that.  

Proposed.  Brothers Art, 

Randy and Wes Jaros own 

34 acres on the lake and 

since 2004 have been trying 

to build the year round 

facility.  When the town of 

Woodboro and Oneida 

County turned them down, 

they sued.  And lost.  They 

also lost on appeal.  Now 



they’re petitioning the U.S. 

Supreme Court to take the 

case because they still 

maintain discrimination on 

the grounds of religious 

freedom.   

The state Senate yesterday 

unanimously approved a 

bill giving schools the 

flexibility to teach more 

hours for fewer days per 

year.  Rural schools 

endorsed the measure as a 

way to save money by, 

among other things, 

avoiding high 

transportation costs while 

larger districts like the 

flexibility for state funding 

and elimination of state 

mandates.  The bill now 

heads to the Assembly. 

Residents of more than two 

dozen communities in 

Central and Northern 

Wisconsin are asked to still 

keep the water running.  

City and town officials say 

they’re still thawing frozen 



lines on a daily basis and 

despite the recent mild 

temperatures it’s doing 

nothing for the frost line.   

The Oneida County Fair is 

set for July 31st thru August 

3rd at Pioneer Park in 

Rhinelander and organizers 

have planning well 

underway.  New 

opportunities for vendors 

make it more attractive to 

attend and last night 

Downtown Rhinelander 

Incorporated pledged 

additional support for 

entertainment.  And while 

admission to the fair is free, 

prices will go up $2 for the 

wristbands to enjoy the 

rides.  Volunteers and 

additional donations are 

always welcome. 
 

 Wausau man in court 
 News 3/12/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

A man wanted for running 

an alleged cock-fighting 

and illegal gambling ring 

near Wausau was in court 

yesterday.  35-year-old Bee 

Her of Weston made his 



initial appearance in 

Marathon County on eight 

criminal charges including 

instigating animal fights, 

killing animals, commercial 

gambling, and marijuana 

possession.  A judge 

ordered a 25-hundred 

dollar cash bond plus a 

signature bond.  He's due 

back in court a week from 

today.  Her was arrested 

after police were tipped off 

about criminal activities at 

his pool hall in Schofield. 

A Wisconsin Senate 

Democrat says if 

Republicans approve a 

new voter I-D law, a new 

round of lawsuits will follow. 

 That's how Jon Erpenbach 

responded to Governor 

Scott Walker's plans for a 

possible special legislative 

session.  The Republican 

Walker said yesterday he’d 

call lawmakers back to 

pass a modified photo I-D 

requirement for voting, if 



the courts don’t uphold the 

one passed by the G-O-P 

majority in 2011.  The State 

Supreme Court and Federal 

Judge Lynn Adelman are 

considering four legal 

challenges to the I-D 

requirement. 

Wisconsin senators agreed 

to let schools open for less 

than 180 days a year, as 

long as they get their 

required class hours in.  They 

also approved a loan 

program so middle-income 

folks can afford propane 

during big price-spikes like 

the one in January.  But 

minority Democrats 

blocked the most 

controversial of the 50-plus 

bills that were on a jam-

packed late-session 

agenda for yesterday and 

last night.  Republican 

leaders called a nine a-m 

meeting today to act on 

some of the election-

related measures that were 



held up.  Other bills will wait 

until next week. 
 

  
Milwaukee man in Forest 
Co. jail  News 3/13/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 33-year old Milwaukee 

man is in the Forest County 

jail facing three felonies for 

allegedly sexually assaulting 

a minor.  Gerald Schleisner, 

already a convicted sex 

offender, is held on a 

$20,000 cash bond.  He’s 

charged with first degree 

child sexual assault, child 

enticement and 

intimidating a witness.  

Online records didn’t 

indicate the next court 

appearance. 

Students at Pelican 

Elementary School got a 

day off yesterday due to a 

malfunctioning pump.  

Initially provisions for water 

and hand sanitizers were 

brought in but repairs took 

longer than planned and 

school officials, after 

consulting the Oneida 

County Health Department, 

determined it was best to 



send everyone home.  It’s 

business as usual this 

morning.   

Information endorsing three 

Wausau school board 

candidates was posted in 

the staff lounge at 

Riverview Elementary 

School, a violation of district 

policy and possibly state 

law.  Officials are reminding 

staff and other parties that 

public employees cannot 

campaign on work time 

and property.   

Post season high school 

sports could see a shake 

up.  Two proposed changes 

deal with how teams are 

seeded in the playoffs and 

how athletic conferences 

are set up.  The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association was 

approached by smaller 

public schools that are 

overwhelmed by private 

ones.  This could lead to 

how private schools are 



classified in divisions in an 

attempt to level the field.  

Some coaches say private 

and public schools in the 

same division are often 

unevenly matched 

because private schools 

can draw students from 

bigger metro areas, even 

though the school size isn’t 

much bigger.  The second 

proposal would allow 

schools and not the WIAA, 

to develop conferences.  

The vote is April 16th. 
 

 Fire in Presque Isle 
 News 3/13/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Firefighters in Presque Isle 

were called out last night to 

a home burning on South 

Bay View Road in the 

township.  No one was 

home at the time and the 

alarm was called in by a 

neighbor who discovered 

the fire about 11:00.  The 

building was destroyed.  

Initial indications point to a 

chimney fire.  Departments 

from Boulder Junction, 

Manitowish Waters and 



Winchester provided 

mutual aid. 

Small businesses in 

Wisconsin will get tax breaks 

for offering wellness 

programs to their 

employees.  Governor Scott 

Walker signed the measure 

into law this morning at the 

Group Health Cooperative 

in Eau Claire, the district of 

the bill's lead author, 

Senate Republican Terry 

Moulton.  Qualifying 

companies would get a 30-

percent income-and-

franchise tax break for 

offering approved health 

and fitness programs to 

workers.  Lawmakers of 

both parties co-sponsored 

the legislation. 

 

The end of winter is creating 

a mess at the Marathon 

County sheriff's office in 

Wausau.  A drain froze on 

the roof -- where water from 

the melting snow backed 



up and leaked into the 

basement of the jail.  That's 

where the sheriff's 

department has several 

storage rooms and offices. 

 Investigators said the water 

damage did not hurt any 

evidence they had 

collected.  The drain has 

been thawed out and 

repaired.  A contractor has 

been removing the water 

inside, and drying out walls 

and carpeting that were 

soaked. 

Wisconsin's surprise winter 

tourist phenomenon is 

melting away as well.  The 

public's access to the ice 

caves on Lake Superior at 

the Apostle Islands will close 

no later than Sunday.  More 

than 124-thousand visited 

the caves.  
 

  
Merrill woman pleads not 
guilty Mews 3/14/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Merrill woman accused 

of offering $1,000 and sex to 

hire a hit man to kill her 

boyfriend pleaded not 

guilty in Marathon County 



Court yesterday.  33-year 

old Jessica Strom, entered 

the plea after a judge ruled 

prosecutors had enough 

evidence to justify one 

felony count of conspiracy 

to commit first-degree 

intentional homicide. No 

trial date was immediately 

set.  Strom remains jailed on 

a $250,000 cash bond.  

The last several decades an 

annual rite of spring is the 

off reservation harvest of 

fish by the state’s 

Chippewa tribes.  They 

release their target goals to 

the state tomorrow.  In the 

meantime, officials are 

looking to strike a balance 

between the tribes and 

state anglers by taking 

steps allowing the DNR 

greater flexibility instead of 

just reducing bag limits to 

compensate to conserve 

walleye populations.  The 

state would routinely adjust 

limits for non-tribal anglers 



after those declarations but 

the Natural Resources 

Board will now consider 

giving the agency approval 

to draft new rules.  While 

nothing’s known for sure 

yet, it could include 

adjusting size limits and 

season length for state 

anglers.   

A new lawsuit said the D-N-

R acted illegally, by not 

ordering Gogebic Taconite 

to get a storm-water permit 

for an exploratory dig last 

month at its proposed iron 

ore mining site.  Four mining 

opponents from the Bad 

River Indian tribe are 

among a group of residents 

who filed suit in Iron County 

this week.  They want a 

judge to make the D-N-R 

order the permit, and for 

Gogebic Taconite to clean 

up any environmental 

damage from the 

excavations it conducted.   
 

 Four people are in Forest News 3/14/14 1230p,530p 1:30  Four people are in the 



Co. jail on attempted 
homicide charges 
 

Forest County Jail facing 

attempted homicide 

charges.  ATVers found a 

30-year old man in the 

woods near Bug Lake 

Wednesday afternoon 

severely beaten.  Two 

juveniles were also arrested.  

Formal charges are 

expected Wednesday. 

A bill allowing seventh and 

eighth grade students to 

get high school credits was 

signed into law by 

Governor Walker this 

morning.  Previously, 

Wisconsin law only allowed 

students in grades nine 

through 12 to get high 

school credits. But the bill 

that unanimously passed 

the Legislature says seventh 

and eighth graders can get 

the credits if certain 

conditions are met.  The 

courses have to be taught 

by a teacher licensed to 

teach the subject matter to 

high school students. The 



course also has to be 

taught using the same 

curriculum and tests high 

schoolers get.  The middle 

school student must also 

demonstrate he or she is 

academically prepared for 

the course work.  

Wisconsin wildlife officials 

reduced the number of 

spring turkey hunting 

permits to preserve a 

population that was hit 

hard by the severe winter. 

 Just over 425 permits in far 

northern zones six-and-

seven will not be sold. 

 Permits in zones four-and-

five will be reduced by 25-

percent, meaning 866 will 

go unused.  Those permits 

were left over after a recent 

lottery for applicants. 

 Experts say the heavy snow 

cover in northern Wisconsin 

hurt the ability of turkey 

flocks to find adequate 

food -- and weather-

related deaths could be 



significant.  Each of the five 

zones will have a one-day 

permit sale next week.    The 

D-N-R's Web site has more 

information.   
 

 DNR cites men for burning 
an ice shack down 
 News 3/17/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The DNR will cite two Merrill 

men who burned down 

their ice shack Saturday 

night.  The Merrill Fire 

Department and DNR were 

notified of the fire just after 

9:00 and the structure was 

already gone when they 

arrived.  A witness provided 

details of someone leaving 

the shack before the fire 

and the truck he was 

driving.  Deputies found the 

truck and when 

questioned, the men 

admitted burning it down 

because it was stuck in the 

ice and couldn’t be 

removed.  They’ll be 

responsible for the cleanup 

and will be fined for 

violating state burning rules. 

Central Wisconsin 

commuters will meet some 



delays beginning today as 

work begins on business 51 

or county hwy K.  both 

lanes will be closed under 

the HWY 51 bridge and 

detours will be clearly 

posted.  Work is expected 

to last through October. 

Wausau’s ban on using cell 

phones while driving is now 

just over a month old, and it 

was enacted with thoughts 

of regional support with 

surrounding communities.  

That’s not going to happen 

just yet as the village of 

Weston is not going to hang 

up on the plan.  They join 

Kronenwetter, Rib Mountain 

and Schofield in deciding 

not to pass a similar 

ordinance banning 

cellphone use in vehicles.  

Community leaders say 

there are more pressing 

problems to deal with first. 

The Green Bay Packers 

made their first outside 

move in free agency, 

http://www.packers.com/


signing ex-chicago bear 

and 8-time Pro Bowler Julius 

Peppers to a three-year 

contract that could be 

worth as much as $30-

million.  The move comes a 

day after the Packers re-

signed B.J. Raji. 
 

  
Flood warning issued for se 
part of the state News 3/17/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's first spring flood 

warnings have been issued 

in the southeast corner of 

the state -- while 400 miles 

away in the northwest, 

another big snowstorm is in 

the offing.   6-to-14 inches 

of snow are possible close 

to Lake Superior in Iron, 

Ashland, Bayfield, and 

Douglas counties.  A winter 

storm warning is in effect 

there from midnight tonight 

until 6 a-m Wednesday. 



 Meanwhile, most of the 

snow is gone along the Fox 

River in Kenosha County -- 

except for the flood waters 

left behind.  The Fox at New 

Munster was one-and-a-

third feet above its flood 

stage at 11 last night.  The 

rest of Wisconsin is 

supposed to get mixed 

precipitation today and 

tomorrow.  North central 

and far northeast Wisconsin 

can expect 1-to-3 inches of 

new snow today, and 4-to-6 

more inches tomorrow. 

A weekend fire that 

destroyed a sawmill in 

central Wisconsin is being 



called an accident. 

 Greenwood Sawmill owner 

Dan Wolf said he was 

welding inside the main 

building Thursday night -- 

and a hot ember from may 

have started the fire the 

next night.  The sawmill was 

engulfed in heavy smoke 

when Greenwood fire-

fighters arrived.  Officials 

said they had trouble 

getting enough water to 

put out the blaze, and they 

spent eight hours fighting 

the fire.  Damage was 

estimated at between one-

and-a-half and two-million 

dollars. 



A 400-million-dollar Mega 

Millions jackpot is up for 

grabs tomorrow night -- the 

sixth-highest in the game's 

history.  In Powerball, the 

top prize is 80-million dollars 

for the next drawing in that 

game on Wednesday night. 

 

  
Eagle River man pleads not 
guilty News 3/18/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Eagle River man 

accused of stabbing his 

girlfriend and leaving her to 

die in a car pleaded not 

guilty in Vilas County Court 

yesterday.  28-year old 

Andrew Rosner is charged 

with two counts of first 

degree intentional 

homicide in the stabbing of 

21-year old Morgan Maney.  

The second count stems 

from the fact Maney is 

pregnant.  Rosner pleaded 

not guilty by reason of 

mental disease or defect 



which means a 

psychological evaluation 

while he’s in jail.  He’s due 

back in court April 29th.   

Another court case, this 

one in Marathon County, 

sentenced the woman who 

abused and eventually 

killed her boyfriend’s dog.  

22 year old Sean Janas will 

spend a year and a half in 

prison and be on extended 

supervision for two years.  

Janas kept diary entries for 

how she continuously 

poisoned the animal, a 

four-year old German 

Shepherd, until it died in 

June of 2012.  The judge 

sealed some of the court 

information because of the 

national public outcry.   

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department is looking for 

help finding a silver Chevy 

pickup involved in a crash 

that damaged a bridge on 

County Road E in the town 

of Rock Falls, south of 



Tomahawk.  The vehicle 

struck the guardrails on 

both sides of the road, 

hitting so hard it displaced 

the concrete.  The incident 

occurred sometime last 

Thursday or Friday.  If you 

can help, you’re asked to 

contact the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s office. 

The choir director at the 

center of the Wausau 

School District Christmas 

music controversy has 

resigned.  Phillip Buch 

directed his last concert last 

night after nearly 40 years 

at Wausau West.   
 

 
Police in Rhinelander are 
looking for suspects in 
break-ins.  News 3/18/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Police in Rhinelander are 

looking into a series of 

recent break-ins at several 

city restaurants.  While not 

saying they’re related, 

officials are investigating 

the incidents at Arby’s, 

Burger King and the 

Sportsman’s Café.  Reports 

indicate these are the only 

three businesses being 



investigated at this time. 

The Lac du Flambeau Band 

and city of Shullsburg have 

initial agreements for the 

Tribe’s proposed off 

reservation resort/casino 

complex.  The $132-million 

dollar, 20-acre project 

includes a casino, hotel, 

convention center, 

campground and 

sportsman’s club and will 

provide 600 jobs.  A 

ceremonial signing of the 

intergovernmental and 

development agreements is 

set for next Tuesday. 

A long-time religion teacher 

and soccer coach in 

Wausau is accused of 

possessing child 

pornography.  Newman 

Catholic High School has 

put 50-year-old Michael 

Switalski on administrative 

leave.  He appeared in 

court yesterday on eight 

felony charges of 

possessing child porn.  A 75-



thousand dollar bond was 

ordered and  Switalski is 

due back in Marathon 

County Circuit Court a 

week from tomorrow for a 

preliminary hearing. 

 Authorities said they were 

tipped off after a Canadian 

business was shut down for 

selling child porn videos, 

and Switalski was found to 

be on its customer list. 
 

Forecasters now say a 

major snowstorm should be 

limited to about the 

northern third of Wisconsin. 

 The National Weather 

Service has issued warnings 

and advisories from 

Wausau northward.  Places 

along Lake Superior could 

be hit the hardest, with 8-to-

12 inches by tomorrow 

night.  Other parts of the 

north and northwest can 

expect 3-to-6 inches.  In the 

northeast, freezing rain 

could be mixed in, with 2-

to-4 inches of snow 



expected.    
 

 
Phillips police chief on paid 
leave News 3/19/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Phillips police chief David 

Sonntag is now on paid 

administrative leave as the 

investigation into 

complaints against him 

continue.  Mayor Charles 

Peterson began the action 

last month, accusing 

Sonntag of multiple policy 

and law violations.  He’s 

been chief of the Price 

county community for nine 

years.  The police review 

committee brought in a 

Madison attorney to help 

look into the allegations, 

which mimic similar 

incidents from Sonntag’s 

last job as the chief in 

Mazomanie, where he 

resigned amid charges of 

misconduct in office.  

Formal hearings aren’t 

expected until May.   

The state Assembly passed 

a bill ending a requirement 

that schools teach for 180 



days a year or lose state 

funding.  The Republican 

measure would allow 

schools to extend their days 

rather than force them to 

stay open later in the 

summer to make up time 

lost to weather-related 

closings and parent-

teacher conferences. 

Schools not meeting the 

hourly quota would still lose 

state aid.  Rural schools 

support the proposal as a 

way of saving money by 

keeping doors closed and 

avoiding higher 

transportation costs.  The 

Senate passed the bill last 

week and it’s now on the 

way to the Governor’s desk. 

Oneida County got several 

hundred thousand dollars 

less than they wanted but 

they’re out from 

underneath for the old 

Wisconsin Public Service 

building in downtown 

Rhinelander.  Midwest 



Lease, LLC, a property 

management firm offered 

$185,000 and the county 

board accepted it 

yesterday.  The building, 

vacant nearly five years, 

does need repair and 

remodeling work.  There’s 

no word as to how the 

building will be used.  

Closing on the sale is 

expected within a month.   

 
Three people escape house 
fire in the town of Wausau News 3/19/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

House Democrat Ron Kind 

of La Crosse says it is not in 

America's best interest to 

send U-S troops to help 

defend against Russian 

aggression in Crimea and 

the Ukraine.  But Janesville 

House budget chair Paul 

Ryan says the conflict is 

exactly why U-S military 

spending should not be 

scaled down, as President 

Obama proposes in his next 

budget.  Both Kind and 

Ryan made their cases to 

voters attending town hall 

meetings in Wisconsin 



yesterday. 

Three people escaped a 

house fire in the Town of 

Wausau early this morning.  

Firefighters were called to 

home on Hwy 52 just before 

midnight.  One youngster 

was treated for smoke 

inhalation at the scene and 

is fine.  The cause hasn’t 

been determined but early 

examination points to 

possibly starting in a 

bedroom.   

Wisconsin Secretary of State 

Doug La Follette will run for 

re-election this fall.  The 

Madison Democrat has 

held the office for more 

than three decades. 

The World Championship 

Cheese Contest wraps up 

today in Madison.  Fifty 

judges began sampling 

over 26-hundred entries 

yesterday.  Twenty-two 

nations are represented in 

this year's contest. 

 Producers from Greece 



and Romania entered for 

the first time.  Awards are 

presented in 82 categories. 

 The top-16 overall finalists 

square off tonight for the 

"best-of-show" award.  The 

Wisconsin Cheese Makers 

Association has hosted the 

world contest since 1957.   

No, you don't win the big 

Mega Millions jackpot last 

night, unless you bought 

your ticket in Florida or 

Maryland.  Two winners in 

those states will share a 400-

million-dollar prize, the third-

largest in Mega Millions 

history.  An 80-million dollar 

jackpot is up for grabs 

tonight in PowerBall. 
 

Four suspects face 
numerous charges in alleged 
beating  
 News 3/20/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Last week we told you 

about a 30-year old man 

found by two ATVers near 

Bug Lake, nearly beaten to 

death.  The four people 

accused in the matter were 

in Forest County Court 

yesterday.  Justin Bey, April 

and Raymond Jones and 



Samantha McClellan face 

numerous felonies ranging 

from kidnapping to 

attempted murder.  Two 

juveniles were also arrested.  

Reports indicate the four 

allegedly confronted the 

victim after he 

inappropriately touched 

one of the women.   

Wisconsin's six Chippewa 

tribes want to spear a 

record 63,488 walleye 

across northern Wisconsin 

this spring, about 9% more 

than last year.  That 

declaration drove the 

Department of Natural 

Resources to limit non-tribal 

anglers to just one walleye 

on nearly 200 lakes and two 

walleye on 331 lakes to 

protect the fishery, creating 

tensions between the tribes 

and state lawmakers 

concerned about the 

impact on tourism.  The 

tribes ultimately took only 

about 28,400 walleyes, 



defusing the situation.  DNR 

officials say the tribes 

traditionally take about half 

of their declaration. Still, the 

DNR's board yesterda 

authorized the agency to 

take additional steps to 

protect the fishery beyond 

imposing bag limits. The 

agency hasn't drafted any 

specific proposals or 

released bag limits as of 

yet. 

 

Rhinelander’s already spent 

over half a million dollars 

dealing with frozen pipes 

this winter and having city 

residents running water, 

taxing the water treatment 

plant and exhausting 

budgets.  Crews have dealt 

with more than 500 freeze 

ups since early February 

and until the frost leaves the 

ground, city officials say to 

leave the taps open.  A 

federal disaster grant is 

being looked at to help pay 



for the work. 

 

Gov. Walker signs assembly 
bill 
 News 3/20/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

signed Assembly Bill 407 

yesterday.  The bill 

establishes a four-year 

requirement that all 

snowmobiles on Wisconsin’s 

trail system, have a state 

trail pass.  Members of clubs 

affiliated with the 

Association of Wisconsin 

Snowmobile Clubs will pay 

$10.  Non-members will pay 

$30 and out of state 

snowmobilers will pay $50 

for their trail pass.  The 

registration sticker will be 

valid for three years and, 

under the legislation, the 

additional revenue is to be 

used to help maintain 

18,000 miles of snowmobile 

trails. 

Charges have been filed 

against a Marshfield church 

employee accused of using 

the church’s credit card to 

rack up over 22 thousand 



dollars in unapproved 

expenses.  50yearold Renee 

Thompson has admitted 

using the Faith Luthern 

Church's card for groceries 

and to buy prepaid credit 

cards.  She was seen on 

surveillance video at two 

Marshfield grocery stores 

making the purchases. 

The Wisconsin National 

Guard employment 

program is finding success.  

The Wisconsin Employment 

Resource Connection works 

to secure jobs for returning 

service members. Since 

October of 2011, the 

program has been able to 

find jobs for more than 500 

service members, at an 

average hourly wage of 

$17. 

The 2014 World 

Championship Cheese is a 

Swiss Emmentaler.  

Cheesemaker Gerard 

Sinnesberger won for his 

original Schweizer Rohmilch 



Emmentaler, a large 

format, big wheel Swiss 

cheese.  American 

cheesemakers did will in the 

competition, taking gold in 

59 of 90 categories. Out of 

those 59, 33 of them went 

to Wisconsin entries. 
 

 
19 year old Merrill girl in jail News 3/21/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

More bills dealing with 

education in Wisconsin are 

waiting for the governor’s 

signature.  Last night the 

Assembly concurred with 

the Senate version on 

school accountability.  

While the measure wasn’t 

everything lawmakers 

hoped for, like holding 

failing schools 

accountable, it began the 

process according to 

supporters.  Student 

performance will now be 

tracked at schools 

receiving taxpayer dollars 

and require reporting to the 

department of public 

instruction.  A bipartisan bill 

also passed putting more 



oversight on new private 

schools trying to enroll 

voucher students. 

19 year old Celina Winchell 

of Merrill is still in jail, 

charged in Marathon 

County Court with fraud 

and obstructing an officer.  

The complaint states she 

stole money collected on 

her behalf because she 

said she has cancer.  She 

doesn’t.  Her attorney 

entered not guilty pleas 

yesterday.  Winchell’s back 

in court April 7th. 

Last May we told you about 

a man who threatened 

members of church youth 

group at gunpoint camping 

near Phillips, wanting them 

to help get his car out of 

the ditch.  Investigators said 

29-year old Jesse Rutherford 

of Big Bend was drunk when 

he ran off the road May 

18th.  He plead not guilty to 

three felonies and six 



misdemeanor charges 

against him in Price County 

Court yesterday.  He’s free 

on a $5000 cash bond.  

Online court records don’t 

indicate his next 

appearance.   

People often look for things 

to do waiting for the 

weather to change and 

health officials say donating 

blood is one of them.  

Donations have been up 

but there’s always the need 

for more and finding a 

blood drive is easy by 

entering your zip code at 

the Red Cross Website. 

 

Vets stunned over 
Republicans  
 News 3/21/14 1230,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin American Legion, 

Wisconsin Veterans of 

Foreign Wars and Wisconsin 

Military Order of the Purple 

Heart all say they are 

“stunned” and claim 

Assembly Republicans 

refused to stand up for 

veterans.  This comes on the 

heels of the Assembly 



passing a bill setting 

restrictions on asbestos-

related lawsuits.  The bill 

passed yesterday on a 

partisan 55-to-38 vote.  

Democrats believe the bill 

denies rights to victims of 

asbestos exposure.  

Republicans claim the bill is 

necessary to prevent 

multiple lawsuits.  Under the 

bill, cancer victims suing an 

existing company would 

have to disclose whether 

they have also filed a claim 

with any of asbestos 

compensation trust funds. 

It may have felt like a wet 

winter, but a new study by 

the U.S. Drought Monitor 

shows nearly 45% of 

Wisconsin experiencing 

abnormally dry to 

moderate drought 

conditions.  The dry areas 

are in the south, central 

and western portions of the 

state.  Southeastern 

Wisconsin has received less 



than 50 percent of normal 

precipitation over the past 

90 days. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources has its 

own version of March 

madness with a state park 

tournament.   The agency 

created a Facebook 

tournament pitting 16 state 

parks against each other in 

one-on-one match ups. 

Parks with the most votes at 

the end of each voting 

period advance. The first 

round began Wednesday 

and runs through March 25; 

the second round is the 

26th through April 1; the 

third round is April 2 through 

April 4; and the final round is 

set for April 5 through April 

7.   The winning park will be 

announced April 8.   

Everyone who votes is 

entered in a drawing for a 

camping gift certificate, a 

state park sticker, a state 

trail pass and a cookbook. 
 



 
Tomahawk woman arrested 
on drunken driving  News 3/24/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A Tomahawk woman will 

be cited for driving under 

the influence after an 

accident early yesterday 

morning that left 

homeowners in the area 

without power.  The 30-year 

old left the road near the 

intersection of Hwy A and 

Mail Route Road in the 

town of Harrison and struck 

a utility pole shortly after 

midnight.  The car ended 

up on its roof and the 

woman had to be removed 

by Tomahawk Firefighters.  

She was treated and 

released from Aspirus 

Wausau Hospital.  WPS had 

power restored a few hours 

later.    

There are a couple scams in 

the area to be aware of, 

the first is a reminder to the 

elderly about the so-called 

grandma scam.  Callers 

imitate a grandchild on 

spring break and beg for 

bail money or a second 



caller claims to be a police 

officer requesting funds.     

A Gleason woman was 

targeted last week but her 

bank uncovered the scam.  

After befriending someone 

on a social media site she 

was asked to open a local 

bank account for him and 

deposit an $8000 check he 

sent her.  She was told to 

wire the money to an out of 

state relative but the bank 

spotted the bad check.  

Authorities continue their 

investigation.   

The DNR is warning the 

spring thaw could 

contaminate rural wells and 

drinking water.  Officials say 

flood waters and runoff 

contain bacteria and other 

contaminants and wells 

located in pits, basements 

and low-lying areas are 

particularly susceptible. 

Well owners should watch 

for signs of flooding and 

any change in their water's 



smell, color or taste. They 

also should conduct annual 

tests for bacteria and 

nitrates.   

 

 
Wisconsin taxes could be cut 
over ½ billion dollars News 3/24/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin taxes will be cut 

by over a half-billion dollars, 

under a new bill Governor 

Scott Walker signed today 

in Shawano County.  He 

chose a northeast 

Wisconsin farm as the place 

where he highlighted an 

average property-and-

income tax cut of 177-

dollars a year for state 

workers and landowners -- 

plus additional tax breaks 

for farmers and businesses 

which were added by 

lawmakers after he 

proposed the tax cut in 

January.  The money comes 

from an expected surplus of 

almost a billion-dollars in the 

current state budget. 

Thousands of Wisconsinites 

still need to sign up for 

Obama-care before the 



deadline a week from 

today.  That's when the 

open enrollment period 

ends on the federal 

government's online 

exchange.  Those not 

covered by then could 

face penalties from 95-

dollars to one-percent of 

their incomes, whichever is 

greater.  Having kids 

without coverage could 

add even more fines. 

 Wisconsin had over 560-

thousand uninsured 

residents as of last year.   

If you know what a frog 

sounds like, you can help 

the state estimate how 

many frogs and toads we 

have in Wisconsin.  The D-N-

R is looking for volunteers to 

spend up to three hours 

listening to frog sounds at 

10 wetland areas this spring 

and summer.  The 

volunteers will record the 

different types of croaks 

they hear, and describe 



weather conditions when 

they're listening.  D-N-R 

officials say it will help them 

determine the frogs' 

populations, where they 

hang out the most, and 

trends from the past.   

Volunteers can pick a lake, 

stream, or wetland -- and 

listen for five minutes seven 

times a week.  More 

information is at the D-N-R's 

Web site, accessible at 

Wisconsin-Dot-Gov. 
 

 
Beating suspects plead News 3/25/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two of the four people 

accused of nearly beating 

a man to death and 

leaving him in the woods 

appeared in Forest county 

court yesterday.  Bond was 

continued for Justin Bey 

and Samantha McClellan 

of Wabeno who both face 

multiple felony charges 

including attempted 

murder and kidnapping.  

The incident happened 

near Bug Lake earlier this 

month.  They’ll both be 



back in court April 9th.  April 

and Raymond Jones, also 

from Wabeno, have 

separate appearances 

pending in the case. 

Wausau’s Thomas Street 

project has been lingering 

for years but it’s in the 

limelight now after city 

attorney Anne Jacobsen 

filed a complaint alleging 

harassment and possibly 

collusion.  The city council 

last night appointed 

investigators to look into the 

matter.  At issue are 

Jacobsen’s attempts to get 

several legal opinions about 

the project to the council, 

which she says were never 

presented.  Another, more 

expensive opinion was.  She 

says some city staffers 

disregarded the opinions 

she gathered.  Wausau’s 

human resources director 

and an outside attorney 

are expected back with a 

review by the end of April. 



Several volunteer 

departments were 

dispatched to a fire on 

River Run Road in Sugar 

Camp yesterday afternoon.  

Neighbors called in the 

alarm shortly before 3:00.  

The home was destroyed.  

No one was home at the 

time.   

Lakeland High School in 

Minocqua is looking to beef 

up security.  The school 

board last night approved 

about $150,000 to upgrade 

the main entrance.  The 

north doors provide direct 

access to the office, field 

house and commons area.  

District Administrator Todd 

Kleinhans said their looking 

at being able to identify 

people before they gain 

access and want to begin 

soon.  Other potential 

renovations were also 

discussed. 
 

 
Chippewa tribes ask courts 
to let them hunt deer at night News 3/25/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin’s six Chippewa 

Tribes have asked a federal 



appeals court to let them 

hunt deer at night in 

northern Wisconsin.  District 

Judge Barbara Crabb said 

no last December, after a 

trial in her Madison 

courtroom last summer. 

 They told the Seventh 

District appellate court in 

Chicago yesterday, night 

hunting has become more 

common, and the state 

can no longer argue it's 

unsafe.  Tribes have 

attempted for years to hunt 

deer at night in the off-

reservation territory of the 

north, where treaty rights 

have long been 

established.  Their  latest 

attempt began two years 

ago, after the state began 

a wolf hunt -- something 

Indians have long opposed, 

believing the animal is 

sacred.  The Chippewa also 

said the state previously 

allowed night-hunting in 

southern Wisconsin to slow 



the spread of chronic 

wasting disease in the 

state's deer herd. 

The deadline to file tax 

returns is three weeks from 

today -- and state officials 

remind folks about a variety 

of resources if they need 

them.  Lower-income 

Wisconsinites can get free 

tax-filing assistance along 

with senior citizens, 

veterans, and the disabled. 

 Over 200 sites around the 

state offer that kind of help, 

and taxpayers can dial 2-1-

1 to find out their nearest 

location.   

 The long winter is doing no 

favors for Wisconsin farmers 

who'd like to get fields 

ready for summer crops.  U-

S-D-A meteorologist Brad 

Rippey says parts of the 

Upper Midwest can expect 

delays due to what he calls 

"almost historic frost depths" 

that are still down to six-feet 

in some places.  He tells the 



Brownfield Ag News Service 

the eastern third to one-half 

of the nation will be 

affected by a cooler-and-

wetter spring. 
 

 
Wausau school board moves 
closer to music plan News 3/26/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

One of Governor Scott 

Walker’s main criticisms of 

Democratic gubernatorial 

candidate Mary Burke was 

her lack of a jobs plan.  That 

changed yesterday when 

she revealed how she’d 

help create jobs, 

encourage entrepreneurs 

and boost higher 

education.  Burke says the 

state need to be bolder 

and get more aggressive.  

She unveiled the 35-page, 

five-point plan at a forum in 

Milwaukee and in doing so, 

held up Governor Walker’s 

four page plan from 2010 

saying, “I’ve seen eighth 

grade term papers that 

frankly have more work put 

into them.”  A Walker 

spokesman said they 

believe the economy grows 



by getting government out 

of the way, letting 

taxpayers keep more of 

their hard earned money 

and investing in worker 

training. 

The Wausau School Board 

moved a step closer to a 

district-wide plan for music.  

The issue erupted last 

Christmas when religious 

carols were limited amid a 

storm of protest.  The board 

reviewed a new policy 

recommended last night 

but decided they needed 

to know who’d ultimately 

be responsible for a final 

decision, which wasn’t 

spelled out.  Discussion 

centered on one person to 

a group, but accountability 

was the issue and they felt 

a team effort was the best 

route.  A final vote on the 

proposal is expected next 

month.  

This winter has been so 

devastating it doesn’t even 



have to snow to hamper 

business.  The collapsed 

roof of a shop in downtown 

Merrill last month now has 

neighbors having to move 

as the city has condemned 

the building, affecting 

renters and two businesses.  

They have 10 days to 

relocate.  The Building and 

Zoning Commission 

deemed the property 

wasn’t structurally sound 

and no longer safe.  
 

 
Attorneys for woman 
accused of murder for hire 
file motions in court News 3/26/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

Attorneys for the Merrill 

woman charged in a 

murder for hire case filed 

several motions in 

Marathon County court.  

One seeks a competency 

exam and another alleges 

33-year old Jessica Strom 

wasn’t read her rights.  

She’s charged with 

conspiracy to commit first 

degree intentional 

homicide, accused of 

offering money and sex to 

a man to kill her boyfriend.  



Online court records don’t 

list the court date. 

Wal-Mart is recalling over 

170-thousand toy dolls 

because they can 

overheat and potentially 

cause burns.  The toy, “My 

sweet love/my sweet baby 

cuddle care baby doll has 

a circuit board in it that can 

overheat, causing the 

plastic surface to get hot.  

Consumers should stop 

using the dolls, remove the 

batteries and return it to 

Wal-Mart for a refund. 

About one of every three 

packs of cigarettes sold in 

Wisconsin are either 

counterfeit or not taxed 

properly, according to the 

Tax Foundation. The groups 

says Wiscosnin is the 

nation’s fifth-largest 

importer of smuggled 

cigarettes.  New York is the 

highest, followed by 

Arizona, New Mexico, and 

Washington state.  Joseph 



Henchman of the Tax 

Foundation blames the new 

smuggling on a big gap 

between low-tax and high-

tax states. Three of every 

five states have raised their 

cigarette taxes to 

discourage smoking.  

Spring high school sports 

are not fans of mother 

nature right now as tracks, 

ball diamonds, soccer 

fields, tennis courts and golf 

courses are still snow 

covered and it doesn’t look 

like things are going to 

change any time soon.  

Coaches are working to 

keep northern teams 

motivated and sometimes 

shared cramped quarters 

inside school buildings to 

get ready for the coming 

seasons.   
 

 
Lac Du Flambeau tribe signs 
agreement to build 
resort/casino News 3/27/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The city of Shullsburg and 

the Lac du Flambeau tribe 

signed agreements to build 

a hotel/casino, event 



center, campground and 

sports club in the southwest 

Wisconsin community.  But it 

will take a while before 

anything happens.  The 

tribe’s been working over a 

decade on the project, 

which still needs the 

approval of the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs and the 

governor.  The Menominee 

tribe has been waiting on 

Scott Walker for a year and 

a half to approve their 

Kenosha location.  In Eagle 

River earlier this week, 

Walker said they’re, “ 

looking to balance the 

need for an interest in jobs 

in one part of the state, 

while at the same time not 

losing jobs, whether it's in 

Milwaukee, or Forest, or 

Sauk, or even Dane County, 

where other tribal 

operations are, and making 

sure the state doesn't lose 

money," 

According to a new poll, 



the governor's race 

between incumbent 

Republican Scott Walker 

and Democratic challenger 

Mary Burke remains tight. 

The Marquette law school 

poll released yesterday 

shows 48 percent of 

registered voters would go 

for Walker and 41 percent 

support Burke. The margin 

of error is plus or minus 3.5 

percentage points. The poll, 

the first one taken for the 

race, completed last week. 

The new Walmart 

supercenter in Merrill opens 

next month, with a grand 

opening planned for April 

9th.   The move from the 

smaller store across the 

highway near the 51/64 

intersection, started ten 

years ago, but it was finally 

approved last year.  

Managers say 60 new full 

and part time jobs have 

been filled. 
 

 News 3/27/14 1230p,530p 1:30 A threat on a social media 



Neillsville school shut down 
over threat on social media 

site shut down the Neillsville 

School District today.  

Officials report a student 

noticed the threat on the 

site Snapchat and took a 

picture of it and alerted the 

district.  Administrators 

cannot comment but did 

say it was generic and 

didn’t target anyone in 

particular as the 

investigation continues.  

They expect classes to 

resume tomorrow. 

To make sure the area’s 

largest convention facility 

isn’t lost, Wausau’s 

Convention and Visitors 

Bureau, on a short term 

basis, will take over 

managing the Patriot 

Center.  Financial troubles 

have plagued the facility of 

late.  Last December, 

creditors started legal 

proceedings against the 

mall's owner, Timblin 

Enterprises of Kewaskum.  

Court records show the 



Washington County based 

company defaulted on $15 

million in loans.  An interim 

management group took 

over late last year but the 

fate of the adjoining Cedar 

Creek Mall was in question 

as new owners are being 

sought.  Several business 

have already closed.  CVB 

President Richard Barrett 

says keeping the facility 

open and honoring all 

commitments is key. 

Forty Wisconsin counties 

declined slightly in 

population from 2010 to 

2013, according to the most 

recent estimates released 

by the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The declines affected 

mostly smaller counties that 

have struggled to maintain 

population levels during the 

past ecade. Rusk and Price 

counties shrank by the 

largest percentage, both 

by about 2.2 percent.  

Overall, the state's 



population increased less 

than 1 percent, to just over 

5-1/2 million. 

And in sports, second 

seeded Wisconsin takes on 

number six Baylor tonight in 

the Sweet 16 round of the 

NCAA basketball 

tournament.  Tipoff is at 

6:47. 
 

 
Road crews out mopping up 
after another round of snow News 3/28/14 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Road crews are out in force 

again today, mopping up 

after another 3-5 inches of 

spring across the North.  

Back roads are slow going 

this morning but as the 

traffic takes to the highways 

the driving lane should be 

fine.  Law enforcement 

stresses to again use 

common sense with both 

speed and how close you 

follow the vehicle in front of 

you.   

Yesterday Wisconsin Public 

Service reported over 

26,000 customers are, on 

average, four or more 

months behind in paying 



their utility bills.  The 

company realizes the 

economy is tight and 

having the harsh winter 

hasn’t helped as bills 

climbed all season, some 

over 40%.  Officials say if 

you need help paying the 

bill to contact your provider 

as soon as possible to enroll 

in a budget plan.  

Beginning April 16th, utilities 

can begin disconnecting 

customers for non-

payment.  Last year WPS 

disconnected about 15,000 

customers and expect that 

number to be higher this 

year.     

Drug deals at a Langlade 

County bar lead to two 

arrests.  Investigators were 

tipped about transactions 

allegedly occurring at Bob 

& Joni’s bar northeast of 

Antigo.  Undercover officers 

bought marijuana from the 

bartender, 27-year old 

Amanda Walrath of Antigo 



on three occasions in 

January.  The business 

owner’s son, 32 year old 

Jeremy Walters of White 

Lake was seen retrieving 

the pot for Walrath.  She’s 

charged with several 

counts including possession 

and delivery of THC and 

illegal prescriptions and is in 

jail on a $20,000 cash bond.  

Walters faces similar 

charges including 

maintaining a drug 

trafficking place.  Both are 

back in court next month. 
 

 
Wisconsin National guard 
leaving for deployment in 
Afghanastan News 3/28/14 1230p,530p 1:30 

About 160 members of the 

Wisconsin National Guard 

are preparing to leave for a 

deployment in Afghanistan. 

The members of the 829th 

Engineer Company left with 

a ceremony this morning at 

Fort McCoy. The unit's 

mission will be to help break 

down American military 

bases. It's all part of U.S. 

efforts to reduce troop 

presence in Afghanistan. 



This will be the company's 

third deployment and 

they’re expected to return 

in the spring of 2015. 

There may soon be local 

ordinances to help control 

prostitution in the Wausau 

area. Wausau Police Chief 

Jeff Hardel says work is 

underway to draft an 

ordinance requiring people 

advertising escort services 

to be licensed. Hardel says 

this would be an additional 

tool along with existing 

criminal law to deter 

people from engaging in 

these activities. Hardel says 

now, the criminal charges 

are their only option.  

Wausau is not the only 

community looking into this 

option. So is the Everest 

Metro Police district of 

Weston and Schofield.  

The harsh winter has taken 

a toll on wildlife, especially 

the deer herd in Wisconsin. 

The DNR says the herd 



suffered through a hard 

winter with deep snow that 

made finding food difficult. 

DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp 

says the DNR does not yet 

have a deer count but 

expects this year's herd to 

be lower than years past. 

She says it is too soon to say 

how that will affect deer 

hunters.The DNR says tips 

from the public are one 

way it learns about 

potential problems within 

deer herds and also where 

they are located. 
 
 

 
Interview In studio 3/6/14 7:35a 3 MIN 

Talked to members of the James Beck 
Cancer Center about an upcoming open 
house 

 
Interview Phone 3/25/14 835a 4 min 

Talked to Don Hilgendorf from the Lake 
Tomahawk baseball league about  their 
effort to bring in the Wounded Warriors 
softball team to play some games this 
summer.   

 
      

 

 


