
 

 

WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
April 1, 2015 – June 30, 2015 

 
WFRV‟s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the second quarter of 2015:  
 
Agriculture 
Business & Industry 
Community 
Consumer Issues 
Crime/Law Enforcement 
Education 
Employment 
Environment 
Government (State) 
Safety 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News This Morning Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 
Local 5 News at 12:00 Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm  
Local 5 News at 4:00 Monday-Friday 4:00-5:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
Local 5 News Sunday Morning at 6 am Sunday 6:00-8:00 am  
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Agriculture – topics covered under this issue include: a report on spring planting conditions; multiple 
family operations; Wisconsin‟s Cheesemaker master program; and a dairy boot camp to interest kids in 
agriculture. 
 
Local 5 News at 12   4/21/15 
2:30  Summerlike conditions in most part of the state last week allowed farmers to get a nice start on their 
field work activity.  As farmers from throughout the state were able to seed their oats, alfalfa and plant 
some spring wheat, potatoes and vegetables for processing.  Other activities that were in full swing last 
week were manure and fertilizer spreading and last fall's corn fields were being cleared of standing stalks. 
Now when it comes to soil conditions, we continue to be a bit dry with topsoil moisture levels at 20% short 
to very short statewide.  And subsoil moisture was slightly drier, with 23% short to very short.  As for 
spring tillage that was 18% complete matching the 5 year average and we made  good progress putting in 
the oats with 26% planted.  The pasture condition improved from previous week with a 38% rated very 
good to excellent.  Winter kill of winter wheat and alfalfa crop ranges from mild to  severe.  At least we are 
getting some rain this week which will provide some relief especially in those areas that were extremely 
dry at the start of this week. 
 
Local 5 News at 12   4/30/15 
1:58  Family has always played an important role in our Wisconsin  dairy operations; and producers are 
very happy to hear when their children want to join that tradition.  However, there is the challenge of how 
the farm can economically support multiple families.  For one local family the answer was expanding to 
robots. This allowed the family to keep it a family operation and still have the income needed in order to 
sustain the family.  This farmer says that the robots have changed not only his management style but how 
he perceives the herd as well.  Every individual cow is living its own individual life within a herd dynamic 
verses previously managing a whole group of cows.  The robots are just another part of their farm 



 

 

management plan that is focused on one common goal, they try to be as efficient as they can, with the 
dollars that they're using, with the feed that they have, and with the time that they have so that they can 
really spend time with each other at the end of the day.  After all they are a family, running a family 
operation and they want to have family time together just like everyone else. 
 
Local 5 News Sunday Morning at 6 am   5/24/15 
2:11  June Dairy Month is just around the corner and thousands will be celebrating  by enjoying 
Wisconsin‟s' award winning cheese.  There are several reasons why the Wisconsin cheese industry is 
Americas best.  A couple of them deal with the requirement that a licensed cheesemaker needs to be on 
hand to supervise the process and another is that Wisconsin is the only state with a Master Cheesemaker 
Program.  The criteria to be a cheesemaker are a little more stringent in Wisconsin than some other so 
called dairy states.  A trip to Europe to study their version of the Master Cheesemaker Program resulted 
in the model that was adopted for Wisconsin.  Since the program began in 1994, 51 cheesemakers have 
graduated from the program.  That may be why Wisconsin cheeses win more blue ribbons than any other 
state in the country, and nation in the world. 
 
Local 5 News at 12   6/16/15 
1:58  Dairy boot camp, a rather intensive dairy event that was held at Pagel's Ponderosa.  It‟s a summer 
school elective through the Kewaunee schools so the kids choose to be here.  The kids see a little bit 
about what there is to do in agriculture. There‟s more to it than just milking cows, opportunities that are 
seen through a variety of hands on experiences.  The Pagel family along with suppliers and staff had 
specific goals on what they hoped the boot camp would  accomplish.  They‟re not only teaching about 
cows and work and that  type of thing, but also about accountability and respect and work ethic, what 
these young people need to be successful in life. This dairy boot camp will hopefully be driving these kids 
toward the opportunities for a better life and possibly a career in agriculture. 
 
Business & Industry– topics covered under this issue include: a new land developer in downtown Green 
Bay; an unaccredited zoo cited for violations; a grocery chain announces a second location; De Pere to 
link bicyclists with businesses. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   5/27/15 
2:19  A highly sought after plot of land in downtown Green Bay is about to have a new owner.  Local 5 
first told you about Titletown Brewing's interest in the Larsen Green property back in September.  Now 
thanks to a partnership with Smet Construction, the city has accepted their offer.  DDL Holdings is 
working with the city to transform the Larsen Green space on Broadway.  They've already made huge 
progress on the sister property which now houses Titletown Brewing‟s, tap room, and office spaces.  The 
building is at capacity 2 years ahead of schedule.  Green Bay Mayor Jim Schmitt has been promising 
news on a developer for the remaining Larsen Green property since July when the city council denied 
Walmart‟s request to build there.  The plan is to incorporate the existing buildings into the development.  
They have already been approached by a hotel group, a residential group, some retail, professional office 
space, and sports and entertainment. When you have a local investor and developer you know the money 
is staying in the community.  This is a 5 year deal with specific development checkpoints so don't expect 
to see any major progress in the next few months.  However you will see the final occupants in the first 
phase open this summer.  That includes the cannery public market, and a roof top beer garden.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/28/15 
2:14  There are new problems at the Special Memories Zoo in Greenville. Following a May fourth 
inspection by the U.S.D.A., the zoo was cited for several violations of the Animal Welfare Act; including 
not cleaning pens and not providing enough water to some of the animals.  The report also cites a rodent 
infestation, soiled bedding, and strong odors of ammonia.  Some of the violations were repeat violations.  
This inspection and the recent theft of a baby kangaroo from the zoo has the Humane Society calling on 
Wisconsin lawmakers to pass legislation restricting possession of exotic animals to qualified 
professionals. The Greenville's Special Memories Zoo owner is speaking out against the violations. 
“There really aren't any major issues, if there were major issues, the U.S.D.A. would be at my door and 
every animal you see at my zoo, would be gone."  The violations have the Humane Society of the United 
States calling for tighter regulations at zoos like this across the state. The state of Wisconsin is 1 of only 5 



 

 

states that has no laws on the books pertaining to the private possession of exotic animals.  A number of 
similar unaccredited zoos in our area, all of which say they are against additional regulations, say the 
reports of what went on at the Special Memories Zoo are unacceptable, but that unaccredited zoos can 
safely and respectfully deal with wild animals. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   6/24/15 
2:19  A store chain recently expanded to Wisconsin is set to open stores in the Green Bay area.  Meijer 
opened stores in Grafton and Kenosha yesterday.  The Michigan based retailer will open 2 more stores in 
Oak Creek and Wauwatosa later this summer and another store is planned in Howard.  Meijer has also 
purchased a site for a future store in Bellevue.  It's located in an area where commercial development is 
booming.  The area where Meijer plans to locate is known as "The Triangle, that's because it's bordered 
by state highway 172, county highway GV and Lime Kiln Road and this section of the Village of Bellevue 
has undergone a vast transformation over the past 15-years.  It's long been planned for maximum 
development.  The opening of Costco‟s Bellevue store in 2013 was the latest triumph in the village's plans 
to promote commercial development along state highway 172.  Before Meijer can build on the Bellevue 
site, it would have to submit a plan to the village and a gas line through the property will have to be re-
routed, so the earliest a Bellevue store could open will be early 2017. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   6/25/15 
2:10  Cars aren't the only form of transportation,  these days many also use a bicycle and an effort is 
underway to make downtown De Pere more bike friendly.  The motivation here is two-fold, to make 
downtown De Pere more functional for bicyclists while bringing additional revenue to the local economy. 
The Fox River Trail brings runners, walkers, and bicyclists through downtown De Pere each year.  But 
while pedestrians take time to explore, sometimes bikers ride on because of a lack of places to park. 
Definitely De Pere, a non-profit group dedicated to business development is leading an effort to place 
bike racks throughout the downtown district; asking businesses to buy one for 200 dollars which will then 
be placed as close as possible to their storefront.  Businesses are buying into the idea like the owner of 
Gyro Kabobs, he's buying a rack and believes it will bring in new customers, he sees the untapped 
market rolling by his store each day.  Research links bike racks to business success saying bicyclists 
spend on average 25 dollars more than those driving a car at businesses that they can ride to and store 
their bike close by.  Adding up to  50 new bike racks this coming year, Definitely De Pere hopes to raise 
enough money to place another 50 bike racks next year. 
 
Community – topics covered under this issue include: Port of Green Bay looks at its future; Fox River 
locks restoration project continues; random shooting conflicting information; donors help add lights to new 
trail; students help police assist kids in need; and community comes together to honor the victims of the 
random shooting. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   4/17/15 
2:14  From recreation to workforce creation, the Port of Green Bay is an essential part of our local 
economy and today all the major port players met under one roof to discuss its future.  The annual Port of 
Green Bay Symposium is a chance to look back at the successes of 2014, but also toward the future. 
Such as how do we make sure that these ports are properly dredged so that ships can get in and out at 
the lowest possible cost and then how can we expand its use so that more commerce comes in to Green 
Bay.  One concern is possible cuts to the Harbor Assistance Program, which funds infrastructure like dock 
wall repairs, anything that has to do with the harbor.  It‟s critical that infrastructure lasts 75 to 100 years.  
In the last state budget the Harbor Assistance Program received $12.9 million, but the current proposal 
would leave only $`1.3 million.  A major collective and the Commercial Ports Association are now 
reaching out to legislatures asking them to restore that funding.  The Fox River cleanup project was 
another major topic.  Crews are about 3 weeks into the dredging season which will wrap up for the 
season in November.  
 
Local 5 News at 6   4/20/15 
2:10  Something local boaters have been looking forward to for more than a decade, the Fox River locks 
restoration project should finally wrap up by the end of the summer.  But additional repair work means the 
entire system will not open right away.  It's a project meant to make the Fox River more accessible. 



 

 

Kaukauna lock number 3, built back in 1856, is one of the last 4 locks in the process of being restored 
along the Fox River.  The Fox River Navigational System Authority was created and took control from the 
state of the locks in 2004; ever since, leaders have been working to restore 13 of the 17 locks along the 
39 mile stretch from Green Bay to Lake Winnebago.  It's one of only two remaining hand operated lock 
systems in the country and it will be the only refurbished hand operated lock system when it's again 
operating.  While the locks will be ready by August the system won't open until 2017.  That‟s because 3 
bridges along the river still need to be repaired.  To help boaters through the area, the Fox River 
Navigational System Authority is also continuing work on a boat lift at the Rapide Croche dam in 
Kaukauna. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   5/4/15 
1:59  Menasha police say a random shooting left 4 people dead, including the gunman and 1 person 
critically injured.  It took place around 7 o'clock last night on the Tressel Trail Bridge, near Fritse Park.  
Investigators say there is no connection between the victims and the shooter. The bridge where the 
shooting occurred is well known in northeast Wisconsin, used by more than 300,000 walkers and bikers 
each year.  There was also some conflicting information that originally got out over people's social media 
pages, that there was possibly an additional shooter and that has been determined not to be correct.  
Officials also warn that if you are not sure the information is accurate to hold off on clicking the "share" 
button.  Likes, shares, and re-tweets, social media is a go to place for information; when big news stories 
happen, often people will find out on social media.  But sites like Facebook and Twitter can quickly lead to 
confusion when all the facts have not yet been released.  Rumors were spreading online Sunday evening; 
talk of multiple shootings in the Fox Valley and suspects still on the loose.  Town of Menasha Police later 
posted an update with the accurate information.  Which was 1 location, 1 shooter and he is no longer a 
threat to the public.  Creditable sources like your local news station or your local police, those are the 
sources you're going to want to believe on social media.  Sources with a set standard of sharing 
information, otherwise you could end up adding to the confusion.  Experts say if you follow the correct 
channels, social media is still a great place to get up to speed on developing news. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/21/15 
2:18  Outside the Salvation Army's Kroc Center on Green Bay's eastside, a community effort is 
celebrated; as kids christen a long planned project to make a walking trail safer by adding lights.  It was 
very dark and not very friendly, it wasn't very safe and with the Kroc Center here we wanted to make sure 
kids had a safe place to actually travel to get here.  Planned since 2011, the trail connects the Imperial 
Lane neighborhood to the Kroc Center was paved just last year.  But 100,000 dollars for lights wasn't in 
the budget.  Enter the Chamber of Commerce's Leadership Green Bay, where teams of young 
professionals pursue projects that better the community.  Seventeen donors in all helped to light the way; 
connecting residents in this low income neighborhood to the many programs found at the Kroc Center. 
 
Local 5 News at 4   5/22/15 
1:35  Earlier this month, we first told you about a group of Fox Valley students who were helping to bring 
comfort to kids facing difficult situations.  Today marked the culmination of months of their effort.  Fox 
Valley Metro police, officers are now equipped with buddy bags thanks to students from Flex Academy in 
Little Chute.  There‟s a book, a stuffed animal and a coloring book and some crayons, supplies to help 
calm kids facing crisis situations.  A community service project from start to finish, students raised money 
then drop-off the buddy bags at the police department.  It just provides an opportunity for the students to 
learn, grow and to develop in new ways; and to see what their work has been able to produce.  Students 
also worked with the "Heart of the Valley YMCA in Kimberly to get the community involved in the project. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/31/15 
1:56  Exactly 4 weeks after the shooting tragedy on the Trestle Trail Bridge in Menasha, the community 
gathered with the Hands Over the Fox event.  Tonight's event was about bringing the community together 
to remember the victims of the senseless act, but it was also a chance for fox cities residents to heal and 
to begin to move forward.  And not only did people join on the Trestle Trail Bridge to gather strength from 
one another, but kayakers and boaters also took to the water below to listen to city and religious leaders, 
as well as police offer words of compassion to a community bound by tragedy.  Organizers of the event 
would not yet say if this will be an annual event to offer support for the victims' families and friends and to 



 

 

unite the community, but they did say that after tonight's event they would be discussing other 
opportunities to continue to bring the community together. 
 
Local 5 News at 4   6/19/15 
2:05  An Appleton police officer began a new program in the fox valley to help at risk teens stay out of 
trouble and become involved in their community.  Oshkosh native, Officer Sean Keuther ran 'Summer of 
Service' programs in Washington D.C. and New Orleans as a member of the Ameri-Corps.  When he 
returned back to the fox valley, he couldn't help but notice a need for a similar program.  The first ever 
Appleton 'Summer of Service' program aims to fill that gap between summer school ending and the start 
of the regular school year; that often leads to teens not only being disengaged, but also to them getting 
into trouble.  The 3 week program will be led by the Boys and Girls Club of the Fox Valley; a partnership 
that Officer Kuether says was an obvious choice because of the clubs' truancy reduction and assessment 
center.  The Boys and Girls Club saying the projects the teens will be working on with Riverview Gardens 
and Appleton Parks and Rec will greatly help them to connect with the community.  All a kid has to do to 
be successful here, is to want to learn and want to make a difference in their community.  More than 15 
thousand dollars‟ worth of Community Foundation grants is helping this program get underway.  For more 
on the program and how to apply, visit our website, we are green bay dot com. 
 
Consumer Issues – topics covered under this issue include: moratorium ends for WPS customers; 
technology and consumer privacy; dehumidifier recall and fires;  
 
Local 5 News at 4   4/15/15 
1:29  Thousands of households could have their electricity cut off today or in the coming weeks.  Today, 
April 15th marks the end of the winter moratorium; meaning more than 28 thousand WPS customers 
could lose service, and that number is up by 2,000 this year.  In addition, if they are disconnected, they're 
going to have to pay a reconnection charge and it probably won't be until the next day that they would get 
turned back on.  Customers who are significantly behind will likely see a disconnection unless some type 
of payment arrangement is made in advance.  Under Wisconsin state law, utility companies are not 
allowed to disconnect residential service between November first and April fifteenth.  Customers who 
have not paid their utility bill this past winter may also face paying a security deposit equal to their highest 
4 consecutive bills. WPS says there's an option and that is to go on the monthly budget plan and pay an 
averaged bill every month.  To qualify you must be up to date on payments.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/19/15 
3:29  Technology is a wonderful thing, but privacy experts fear it gives too many people a chance to start 
spying on you.  Those who own an equipped Samsung smart TV can change a channel, turn up the 
volume, or surf the internet thanks to voice recognition software.  For retailers, this technology is in high 
demand.  However, for those who look to maintain the public's privacy, it is unsettling.  The head of the 
A.C.L.U. in Wisconsin says the voice recognition software when activated records some voice commands 
that are transmitted to a third party provider, which converts them to text.  His concern is what happens if 
the mic accidentally goes on when it is not supposed to?  What happens if the TV is hacked?  A bad guy 
creates a program that takes over the TV and they turn that microphone on 100% of the time and listen to 
anything that's being said any time someone is in the room.  In this wired world, we all create massive 
amounts of data; even this text message on my i-phone will be stored on an Apple server somewhere 
reportedly for 2 years.  It's not a secret, in Apple's terms and conditions they state by using SIRI, you 
agree and consent to Apple's and its subsidiaries' and agents' transmission, collection, maintenance, 
processing, and use of this information.  This is why the A.C.L.U. is lobbying for congressional support of 
the Consumer Privacy Bill of Rights Act proposed by the Obama administration.  It would give consumers 
more control over the release of personal data to third parties. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   6/17/15 
2:33  With wet damp basements around our viewing area no doubt many people pulled out their 
dehumidifiers, but tonight we have a warning about the appliance.  More than 2 million units are being 
recalled because of the danger of them catching fire.  A Kaukauna family was forced from their home last 
night after their dehumidifier started on fire. They have no idea if it was part of a massive nationwide 
recall, but they do know it started the fire that caused extensive damage to their home.  The homeowners 



 

 

invited local five inside to see the damage done by their dehumidifier; it will be weeks before they can live 
here again.  They hope to encourage other families to check if their unit is recalled.  It is important to 
remember this appliance is not only used in your home many businesses use dehumidifiers.  In fact 
Lawrence University found almost 2 dozen units on the recall list.  The dehumidifiers are used all over the 
University in residence halls and classroom buildings.  But the recall isn't the only reason the appliances 
can start on fire.  A lot of people use their extension cords as permanent wiring and that is a big no no 
according to the Kaukauna Fire Chief.  Though the recall started in 2013 many people have yet to check 
their dehumidifiers.  Common name brands including GE, Frigidaire, and Kenmore are impacted.  It's 
simple to get a free replacement. The homeowners in Kaukauna say they'd heard about the recall but had 
not checked their unit.  To see if your dehumidifier is a danger, head to we are green bay dot com.  We 
actually just heard from a viewer who saw our story at 4 o‟clock, checked the listings and in fact has a 
recalled dehumidifier.  The search takes only a few moments.  
 
Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: Green Bay to help recover stolen 
property with online program; Menasha corridor has high traffic violations; 911 texting to start up in Brown 
County; and Silver Alert success. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   4/27/15 
2:18  The Green Bay Police Department has launched an online program to help recover stolen property.  
The new initiative is a serial number awareness program or SNAP.  The website's goal is to increase the 
chances of having stolen electronics and merchandise returned to the owner.  This free website allows 
you to create your own password protected account, store serial numbers and to save descriptions of 
your valuables.  Police say a large portion of stolen property is resold to second hand stores.  These 
stores like Pawn America in Ashwaubenon, record the property they take in and send that information to 
the police.  But only with identifiable information, like a serial number, is stolen property likely to be 
detected and returned.  That's why police are urging you to record the serial numbers of your valuables. 
Those numbers get entered into the national database for a stolen item and it gets searched locally, so 
your chances of getting stolen property back are much greater if you do it.  Police say they don't care how 
you record the information, whether you use the new website or if you print a property catalog form like 
this one from the website, but whatever method you choose just record those serial numbers.  We have a 
link to the SNAP website on our website; we are green bay dot com. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   4/28/15 
1:50  Police are ramping up enforcement on a busy traffic corridor near downtown Menasha.  Data shows 
that almost 25% of the accidents occurred right there in that Racine Street corridor.  Police say traffic 
violations are a major factor so they're turning their attention to violators.  Police have made 91 traffic 
stops just last week; that's the same amount as February and March combined.  According to Officer 
Zemlock, “the fact that we can make that many stops in that corridor in one week shows that there 
certainly is a problem.”  For many drivers, it's a confusing stretch of road.  The lanes are wide enough for 
two vehicles, but only marked for one.  It technically is a two lane road, it does allow parking in some 
sections of Racine Street, and because of that we have vehicles that will say pass on the right. It‟s 
something that we're going to need to address through some engineering methods, in addition to the 
enforcement's that we're doing”, stated Zemlock.  Until those changes are made, police are hoping drivers 
slow down and show some patience.  Police say the majority of the stops have resulted in warnings, they 
say their main goal is to improve driver behavior. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/13/15 
3:07  You'll soon be able to call for help by texting 9-1-1 here in northeast Wisconsin.  It‟s a technological 
advancement that could benefit the area, but some issues need to be addressed before the system goes 
live.  Brown Public Safety dispatchers are answering emergency calls, something they do over 5,000 
times a month.  But soon they'll be turning their eyes to the screen as 9-1-1 texts roll in.  The department 
is upgrading its phone system this fall to one that will allow you to text 9-1-1.  As it stands now, there are 
no federal or state protocols for 9-1-1 texting.  That means departments like Brown County must create 
their own as they go.  Here in Wisconsin, only Rock and St. Croix counties allow some form of 9-1-1 
texting, while certain states like Indiana offer the service statewide.  Dispatchers will begin accepting 9-1-
1 text messages at some point next spring.  



 

 

Local 5 News at 5   6/9/15 
1:38   A program designed to locate missing adults with dementia or Alzheimer diseases is less than a 
year old, but it's been a major success.  With June as Alzheimer‟s awareness month, state officials and 
senior advocates are spreading the word about "Silver Alerts".  The "Silver Alerts" system gets the word 
out via e-mail, text, and through highway message boards soon after missing person‟s reports are filed.  
Lawmakers who helped develop “Silver Alert” say the program proved its worth almost immediately. 
There have been 35 alerts already since August of 2014, when the bill was passed. "Silver Alerts" has 
proven its value to the many families of those with Alzheimer disease, dementia and other cognitive 
disorders.  Contacting law enforcement early improves the odds of successful location.  You can sign up 
to receive "Silver Alerts" messages at Wisconsin crime alert dot com. 
 
Education – topics covered under this issue include: Technical Colleges to get an upgrade; area 
students clean area parks on Earth day; business and university form partnership; high school to rely on 
private donations for new athletic complex; high school seniors have different education and career paths. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   4/8/15 
1:46  Roughly 600 students are currently enrolled in a manufacturing related course at Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical College.  Those educational opportunities are about to expand.  On Tuesday, 
taxpayers approved a 66 and a half million dollar referendum for upgrades at the school's Green Bay, 
Sturgeon Bay and Marinette campuses.  Instructors say the money will mean more collaboration in the 
manufacturing department and the ability to meet high tech labor demands.  Right now, 70% of NWTC 
graduates find local employment and 97% stay in Wisconsin.  Leaders want that trend to continue. 
Construction on the upgrades on the campuses should start this fall. 
 
Local 5 News at 4   4/22/15 
1:29  Former Wisconsin Governor and Senator Gaylord Nelson introduced Earth Day back in 1971.  
People around the world are marking the day by bringing awareness to the need to take care of the 
planet.   Earth Day isn't just about celebrating our environment; it's also about taking care of it.  And area 
students are using the day to show Mother Nature just how much they care.  Students at John Dewey 
Academy of Learning got out of the classroom today and into nature.  They spent the morning cleaning 
up Joannes Park in Green Bay before heading to Barid's Creek for more.  The school actually adopted 
these parks as part of a bigger goal.  According to one teacher, “I think it makes them better citizens 
when they do this, they know why it's important to take care of the community.  It‟s not just about teaching 
them a lesson for the day; it's really teaching them to be productive citizens in the future."  Schools 
throughout the district will be showcasing their environmental stewardship though Arbor Day which is this 
Friday.   
 
Local 5 News at 5   4/24/15 
1:56  A partnership between a new downtown Green Bay business and a local university aims to engage 
students in a unique way.  Students from the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay‟s business school now 
have a new opportunity to gain real world experience before graduation.  UWGB and Initiative One have 
formed a partnership.  The leadership training firm helps companies across the country transition into the 
digital age.  Initiative One recently relocated from Arizona to downtown Green Bay and they see big value 
in hiring young local interns, a way to help students jump start their career.  Initiative One has already 
hired 2 paid interns from UWGB; they hope to add at least 10 more over the next year. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   5/26/15 
2:34  It has been a rough couple of years politically for the Pulaski School District.  While taxpayers 
approved a small portion of the district‟s financial needs, they also said no to referenda in 2012, 2013, 
and 2015.  The referenda would have paid for technology upgrades like i-pads, building remodels, and a 
new pool.  A sports facility was also put to a vote and denied.  Now the district is trying to raise close to 5 
million dollars for a new athletic complex and the project will not be financed by taxpayers.  Instead the 
district will rely on private donations.  Ultimately Pulaski school leaders hope their „Field of Dreams‟ could 
even lower taxes in the district by attracting new families to the community through open enrollment.  A 
turf football field and ball diamonds highlight the plan.  Currently all of the high school sports are played at 
the middle school.  The facility is shared by hundreds of athletes each spring and fall.  Already the „Field 



 

 

of Dreams‟ has raised 800 thousand dollars.  The plan is to play on the football field by fall of 2016.  The 
new complex is expected to last between 40 and 50 years without any major renovations.  To find out 
more about the effort including how to donate, head to we are green bay dot com.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   6/4/15 
1:40  Across the region, thousands of high school seniors celebrated graduation today.  Many are moving 
on to higher education where the cost of college continues to rise.  At Menasha High School, seniors are 
taking the next step, finishing high school and heading to college.  Fifty percent of Menasha seniors are 
headed to a 4 year-school, but over a quarter of this class is headed elsewhere to either a 2 year 
technical college or straight to work.  Some students have already completed an apprenticeship and are 
hoping to land a job straight out of high school.  For staff it's a lengthy process figuring out which 
students belong where. There's a greater awareness now of the employment scope out there. From 
technical schools and specialty schools, students can see an immediate gratification as 4 year schools 
are becoming more and more expensive. Other schools show an even higher number of students taking 
an alternate route.  At Appleton West, an equal number of students are heading to either a 4 year college 
or technical school.  
 
Employment – topics covered under this issue include: county program goes regional and eliminates 
some jobs; keeping young professionals near downtown; food plant to close costing 300 jobs; electrical 
engineering firm to hire across the country. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   4/9/15 
1:50  Brown County is eliminating more than 45 positions many of them social workers.  It‟s because of a 
shift in programs for the aging and disabled.  The change comes as the Family Care Program is 
expanded to more of northeast Wisconsin.  In the past, each county maintained its own programs for the 
aging and disabled, now there is a regional approach and 48 staff members are no longer needed.  A lot 
of the employees have already accepted positions with the long term care agencies.  For the community, 
the change means access to more services and 700 people will come off the waiting list.  The Aging and 
Disability Resource Center will help people navigate the transition.  However the proposed state budget 
could mean even more changes, Governor Walker wants to shift responsibility for "family care" into the 
private sector.  In addition to Brown County, the expansion of family care also includes Door, Kewaunee, 
Marinette, Menomonie, Oconto, and Shawano Counties.  No word yet if they will make similar staff cuts. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   4/17/15 
2:17  In the Neville Museum parking lot, Current Young Professionals of Green Bay organized a food 
truck rally as part of Young Professionals Week.  They invited several of the best food trucks to take part, 
and thousands of people took advantage of the opportunity to enjoy the nice weather with some delicious 
food.  Organizers say the event is part of a bigger mission, to keep young professionals living and 
working in the area.  Recent studies show thousands of college students leave the state after graduation, 
it's called brain drain, a trend local leaders are trying to reverse.  Fourteen thousand college graduates 
left Wisconsin for jobs in other states, an issue since the 1990's and one that Current Young 
Professionals is trying to fix.  Twenty one events were hosted this week and they've all exceeded 
expectations.  The younger age group wants to live near where they work and shop, where they don't 
need a car, neighborhoods that now exist in downtown Green Bay.  Green Bay is very rich in cultural 
amenities, we just don't do a very good job at telling that story and that's what today‟s truck rally is about. 
Studies show Wisconsin is doing better with brain drain than most midwestern states, second only to 
Minnesota when it comes to losing college graduates.  Still leaders say more work needs to be done. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/18/15 
2:08  Con-Agra Foods says it is closing its west Ripon plant. The company released a statement to Local 
5 News about the closure saying quote...”Following an extensive evaluation of our plant network, we have 
determined that we need to close the soft bake and enrobed cookies facility in Ripon, Wisconsin.”  The 
statement goes on to say 'the transition will occur in phases between September of 2015 and the end of 
the year."  The closing will cost 300 workers their jobs.  A union spokesperson for the workers issued a 
statement to the Ripon Commonwealth that reads in part… "We are going to fight to keep the operation 
open; we are looking for ways.  We most likely will need the support of Ripon, Neenah, Fond du Lac, the 



 

 

communities where these workers live."  The closure will not affect the company's east plant; the wafer 
cookie facility employs about 80 people right now.  Con-Agra says that current employees of the plant can 
apply for other positions with Con-Agra Foods if they choose. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/27/15 
1:57  A local electrical contractor is hiring, they want to fill 800 positions throughout the country.  The 
Menasha based electrical engineering firm says that growth in industrial, data center, home construction 
and health care markets is driving the more than 40% increase to its team and its need to fill those jobs 
by September.  Three hundred and fifty of those positions will be based here in northeast Wisconsin.  The 
majority of those positions will be filled at the company‟s manufacturing facility in Neenah.  They're not 
typical, electrical contracting type positions; they're manufacturing roles and these jobs means big 
economic gain for the city of Menasha in the neighborhood of 50 million dollars a year.  With Faith 
Technologies' expansion, the company needs more space.  A development agreement for an office 
building across the street from its corporate headquarters was just approved last week.  For up to date 
job fair information, a full list of positions available, or to apply online to work at Faith Technologies, head 
to our website we are green bay dot com. 
 
Environment – topics covered under this issue include: watershed cleanup looks for volunteers; sport 
fishing improves; blue green algae bloom comes early to Lake Winnebago. 
 
Local 5 News This Morning   4/23/15 
1:09  The third annual Fox River watershed cleanup is just around the corner, and coordinators are urging 
the public to join in the cause.  This year, volunteers will gather at 1 of 4 rally sites in Oshkosh, Fond du 
Lac, Appleton, or Green Bay.   From those rally sites, volunteers will be given cleanup supplies and t-
shirts, and will then be sent out to 1 of 40 clean up locations.  Once at these locations, they will spend a 
few hours cleaning up debris along the waterfront.  Those in charge of the clean-up say picking up trash 
is extremely important to keep the look of our river and lakefronts clean, but that there's more people can 
do at home to impact the water quality.  Grass clippings and leaves are contributing to the green algae 
blooms that we're seeing in the river during the summers and the storm drains in the street are directly 
connected to our rivers and lakes so if we can keep those grass clippings and leaves out of our storm 
drains we are going to see an improvement in our water quality.  Right now coordinators are expecting 
about 500 volunteers but say they could really use closer to 1000.  They say a lot of land drains into Lake 
Winnebago and the Fox River so as many volunteers as they can get they will take. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   5/1/15 
2:03  Recent snowy or frigid winters are making the fishing better on Green Bay and waters feeding  into 
it, which has sport fish spawning in new areas.  Brown County Land and Water Conservation Department 
has been working to improve northern pike habitat in the bay of Green Bay and those efforts are paying 
off with help from nature.  The waters on Green Bay have been noticeably higher over the past several 
springs and that in turn has improved sport fishing stocks.  Although Brown County Land and Water 
Conservation Department says recent warming trends upstream could affect some spawning areas.  Still, 
several winters of high snowfall and frigid temperatures have curbed winter evaporation on Green Bay. 
So spring break up has boosted water levels along traditional northern pike spawning areas on the west 
shore and now the East River.  The higher water levels on Green Bay are being slightly offset by drought 
conditions up stream.  But the good news for fishermen is that game fish are making their way to areas 
where they haven't previously been seen.  Such success now has conservation officials looking to 
improve spawning inland like the tributaries that drain into the East River, Ashwaubenon Creek, and 
Dutchman's Creek.  The increase of northern pike on Green Bay and its tributaries is improving the health 
of the fish stocks because pike are considered predators and help keep non-native fish species in check. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   6/19/15 
2:01  High Cliff State Park is a popular summertime destination, but if you're heading there to Lake 
Winnebago for boating or fishing be warned. The blue green algae blooms are erupting a bit earlier this 
year.  Algae blooms are common and naturally occur on Lake Winnebago.  Local residents say algae 
blooms usually occur in late July or early August, the hottest weeks of summer.  Fishermen say the algae 
blooms are bad news no matter when they occur.  It leaves a mess on the boat that you have to clean all 



 

 

the time and it also gets on the lines and the lures.  The early algae bloom comes the same weekend as 
the 12th annual "Tough Man High Cliff Triathlon".   Part of the leg involves swimming a course laid out 
this morning, but triathlon organizers constantly monitor the water to ensure athlete safety.  Those who 
boat and fish frequently on Lake Winnebago know that algae blooms are a natural occurrence. Public 
health officials say if you take your pets with you to Lake Winnebago, don't let them drink the water. 
 
Government (State) – topics covered under this issue include: Budget reduces recycling grants; state 
law now regulates ride sharing companies; state budget misses deadline. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   4/22/15 
2:20  Today is the 45th Earth Day. Former Wisconsin Governor and Senator Gaylord Nelson introduced 
Earth Day back in 1971.  It‟s a day to celebrate the planet's environment and raise public awareness 
about pollution.  In Outagamie County, it is also a time to talk about proposed cuts to the state's recycling 
programs.  Governor Scott Walker's budget cuts funding to local recycling efforts, which could end up 
costing you more to recycle.  The tri-county recycling facility in Outagamie County processed 97,000 tons 
of recycled materials in 2014, a number that's nearly doubled in the last 5 years.  Governor Walker's 
budget plan would reduce recycling grants available to local governments by 4 million dollars.  The state's 
recycling management fund was already cut by 40% back in 2011.  To make up for some of the loss in 
grant money, residents might be asked to pay more, and some services could be cut.  In a county with 
one of the highest recycling rates in the state, leaders hope residents continue to contribute.  The state 
budget is being debated by the joint finance committee; it will be finalized in June. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   5/6/15 
2:10 Ride sharing companies now have the green light across Wisconsin.  A new law took effect this 
week that shifts regulating ride sharing services from local to state government, Governor Scott Walker 
signed the bill into law late Friday night.  Ride sharing programs like Uber let you request a car ride with 
an app on your smartphone.  But since the company came to Green Bay about 8 months ago, traditional 
carriers have not been happy about the competition.   Uber is not regulated like cab drivers had been the 
concern of the city council who in March ordered ride sharing companies, also known as transportation 
network companies, to halt all services while the city crafted new oversight regulations.  The new state 
law will prohibit any local ordinances governing ride sharing companies and will create a new license for 
them in Wisconsin.  They will need safety and background checks, insurance, and there's a zero 
tolerance for alcohol and drugs.  Cab drivers say that because their licensing fees and insurance are 
more expensive that it is not an even playing field and they're worried about competing with Uber now 
that it's here to stay in Green Bay.  The new law prohibits drivers from discriminating against passengers 
based on their race, religion, sex, or disability.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   6/29/15 
2:12  State lawmakers say they are going to miss tomorrow's deadline to pass a new state budget.  The 
standstill prompted proposals to be released publicly today and some strong words from state leaders.  
The impasse on the state budget has now lasted 30 days and the frustration from the negotiations that 
lawmakers are dealing with has boiled out from behind closed doors.  Assembly republicans have rolled 
out a plan to scale back the use of 'prevailing wage' in Wisconsin or the minimum pay for construction 
workers on public projects.  They want to adjust it so it applies to only about 40% of public works jobs in 
the state saying it will save taxpayers money.  This issue is just one of a few driving a wedge in budget 
talks.  Some members of the senate GOP have said they will settle for nothing less than a full repeal of 
the law.  Democratic votes may also be needed to pass the Bucks arena plan.  Assembly Republicans 
released the details of the deal, but these public negotiations are likely an indication of the lack of 
agreement. Speaker Robin Vos says he has the votes and is keeping the option open of passing a 
budget.  Where does the senate stand on this?  Senate majority leader Scott Fitzgerald will only say that 
he can't comment.  
 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: storm spotter classes; local communities limiting burning 
during extreme dry conditions; statewide tornado drill; school district implements new safety procedures; 
3 day disaster training by state emergency agencies; and ATV helmet law in Wisconsin. 
 



 

 

Local 5 News at 6   4/10/15 
1:50  To issue weather warnings, the National Weather Service relies on storm spotters.  There are 
several upcoming classes in our area where you can train to become part of the team.  You can learn to 
be a spotter tomorrow in Grand Chute, the class is free.  They learn about everything from storm spotter 
safety, weather safety, lightning, high winds, hail and the precursors in the cloud structures that will help 
them identify severe weather as it moves in.  Spotters serve as the link between the radar and what is 
actually happening on the ground.  The class also gives people knowledge to keep their families safe 
without relying solely on the tornado sirens.  Storm spotters and storm chasers are not the same thing.  A 
storm chaser is someone who follows storms and sometimes gets a little too close.  We don't encourage 
people to chase storms.  Storm spotters don't need any special equipment.  In addition to tomorrow's 
training in Grand Chute, there are several other upcoming local classes you can find details on our 
website we are green bay dot com. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   4/15/15 
2:08  The fire risk is extremely high throughout our area.  Waupaca, Waushara and Green Lake Counties 
in northeast Wisconsin are under a red flag warning, that's the highest level for fire danger.  The rest of 
northeast Wisconsin is at very high risk of wildfires.    Wildfires are keeping local firefighters busy.  It is 
low humidity, warm weather, extremely dry conditions and the wind.  There are some simple precautions 
you should take to prevent your property from going up in smoke.  Some wildfires ignite from sparks 
coming off vehicles or passing trains, but other times a careless flick of a cigarette could set a fire roaring.  
While many local communities are limiting burning, others are taking it a step further, asking people to 
avoid using chainsaws and certain gas powered engines.  You'll also want to use caution when dumping 
ashes or charcoal from your grill.  If you notice a neighbor burning, best advice is to talk to them and alert 
them to the current fire danger.  If you have questions about what burning is allowed in your area, head to 
our website we are green bay dot com for some helpful links.  
 
Local 5 News at 6   4/16/15 
2:11  Today the state held its annual tornado drill.  It's a chance for families to prepare before a storm is 
brewing.  Whenever a severe weather warning is issued for our area, it starts here, at the National 
Weather Service office in Green Bay.  Our cameras were allowed inside for today's drill to show you how 
it all happens.  The National Weather Service in Green Bay has issued a test tornado warning for all of 
Wisconsin.  According to a NOAA Meteorologist, “We want to test this before severe weather strikes 
because during severe weather it is very hectic”.  The annual drill starts with a watch and escalates to a 
tornado warning. That allowed them to test their communication systems, NOAA weather radio, and 
weather news wire.  Once the alert leaves this building it is up to local emergency management teams to 
sound the outdoor warning sirens. During a storm, the meteorologists work hand in hand with amateur 
radio operators.  The radar even though it has been improved, it still doesn't give them a complete picture 
of what is going on, so with the amateur radio they can share with each other what is actually taking place 
on the ground.  The radio operators tested their systems as part of the drill.  While all of these gadgets 
worked as planned, cell phone alerts did not sound during this drill, because the warnings that are issued 
had special test wording and coding in them and they did not want to alarm people who may not have 
been aware of this test day.  If your weather radio did not sound today you need to check that it is 
programmed properly.  
 
Local 5 News at 5   4/27/15 
1:47  In the wake of recent tragic school shootings,  the Hortonville Area School District is implementing 
new procedures and technology to keep students and staff safe.  If you walk into a Hortonville Area 
School you now have to show an ID.  It's called the raptor system where your driver's license is scanned 
through the Wisconsin sex offender's list to see if you're a registered sex offender.  A first in northeast 
Wisconsin, it is one of many security upgrades this year in the Hortonville district.  District leaders say 
money from a 2013 referendum passed by taxpayers is helping pay for about half a million dollars‟ worth 
of safety upgrades.  Including new security cameras, a two-way radio system with direct access to 9-1-1, 
and a panic button system that can automatically lock hallway doors, blocking intruders from the rest of 
the building.  A consultant came in and went through every building and told them what they were lacking, 
what was working, and what they needed to improve which really helped set priorities.  Staff members go 



 

 

through safety training exercises throughout the year. Each classroom in the district is also equipped with 
mobile kits full of safety supplies.  
 
Local 5 News at 5  5/6/15 
2:08  When disaster strikes it's important that federal, state and local agencies are able to communicate. 
That‟s why the National Guard and Wisconsin Emergency Management joined forces with local agencies 
to hold a 3 day training event in Oshkosh.  It's a combination of military and civilian people working 
together if there was a large incident or mass disaster.  This is all about testing mobile emergency 
communication capabilities between federal, state, and local first responders.  The hope is to identify 
issues now instead of during a disaster and everyone needs to know what's expected of them.   
Tornados, floods or even earthquakes are events that would bring an emergency need for these teams. 
Each agency needs to be able to communicate with one other without wasting time because in disaster 
situations, losing time could mean losing lives.  This is the second year that the Simcom training has been 
hosted by Winnebago County. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  6/29/15 
2:26  Use of off road, all-terrain vehicles or utility terrain vehicles is growing rapidly in the U.S. and here in 
Wisconsin, and with that explosion comes a warning from the DNR that children need safety training and 
should be wearing helmets.  On any given weekend in Wisconsin‟s north woods ATV's hit the trail. 
Unfortunately this year, there have been 10 fatalities and nearly half killed were under the age of 18.  If 
you go too fast, too hard, too quickly these machines can be deadly.  State law requires all drivers under 
the age of 18 wear a helmet when on public property and anyone 12 or older to take a safety certification 
class.  A helmet is not required if driving on private property.  There were 27 fatalities in 2014 for ATV and 
UTV drivers of all ages,  nearly all were not wearing a helmet. 
 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Children: U. S. Dept. of Health and Human Services – Adoption; Shriners Hospital – Love is helping; 

United Way – Childhood Obesity; Autism – Autism speaks. 
Community Issues: FEMA – Emergency Preparedness; Feeding America – Hunger Prevention. 
Diversity: Ad Council – Love has no labels. 
Education: Dollar General Literacy Foundation – High School Equivalency; Junior Achievement – 

Empower. 
Environment: U. S. Forest Service -Wildfire prevention and Discovering Nature. 
Health: Am Heart Association-Stroke Awareness. 
Military: Wounded Warriors Support Group; National Guard-Serve, Citizen Soldier, and Making a 

Difference.  
Relationships: Nat. Responsible Fatherhood Council-Fatherhood; Humane Society of Am. – Pet 

Adoption; Future Without Violence – Domestic Violence Prevention. 
Safety: Nat. Highway Traffic Safety Administration-Texting and Driving, and Buzzed Driving; WI DOT-

Motorcycle Safety, and Work Zone Safety; USDA-Food Safety. 
Tourism: WI Dept. of Tourism – Travel Wisconsin. 
 
 
 


