
 

 

WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
January 1, 2015 – March 31, 2015 

 
WFRV‟s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the first quarter of 2015:  
 
Business 
Campaign/Elections 
Children/Youth 
Community 
Consumer Issues 
Crime/Law Enforcement 
Education 
Employment 
Government (Local) 
Government (State) 
Health/Healthcare 
Safety 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News This Morning Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00am 
Local 5 News at 12:00 Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm  
Local 5 News at 4:00 Monday-Friday 4:00-5:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Saturday 6:00-6:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Business – topics covered under this issue include: expansion in the Fox Valley of a hospital and two 
manufacturing companies and in Green Bay, an NFL franchise. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   1/9/15 
1:20  St. Elizabeth Hospital in Appleton is looking to the future with a new expansion.  The Fremont tower 
wing is the newest addition to the hospital.  The reason the new tower was built was because there are 
pieces of St. Elizabeth Hospital that date back 115 years, so in order to keep current with health care 
upgrades our rooms to the rooms were needed.  Such as new lighting, shades, TVs, showers and beds 
have been added, plus a sleeper for the family, so that the family can be part of the care.  The tower is 5 
stories high with 3 floors set aside for 90 patient rooms, there are 30 rooms on each of the 3 floors plus 
nursing areas.  The hospital interviewed 700 patients to see what they wanted in a building and that led to 
some of the features that were added.  There is also a state of the art cafeteria with a chef cooking 
healthy, fresh food options. Patients move into the Fremont tower tomorrow. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   2/12/15 
2:01  Two local manufacturing companies announce plans to expand in the fox valley.  Manufacturing is 
big business in the fox valley, about 22% of the workforce is tied to manufacturing, compared to about 9% 
nationally.  So when these companies are doing so well so is the rest of the community.  Shapes 
Unlimited will soon double in size.  The contract fabrication company in Little Chute is planning a 1.5 
million dollar expansion.  And its a similar story at Neenah Paper's Appleton location.  Leaders are 
looking to build a new 44,000 square foot plant creating 20 jobs.  As these industries expand, so do other 
parts of the community.  While a few dozen jobs may not seem like much, it brings more people, new 



 

 

ideas and more money being spent in the community.  Economic leaders say the manufacturing 
workforce in the valley is still about 6,000 jobs below pre-recession numbers, but with multiple companies 
expanding, things are heading in the right direction.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   2/16/15 
2:37  The Green Bay Packers continue to buy up large amounts of property around Lambeau Field.  A 
recent acquisition now gives them complete control of the entire block west of the stadium from 
Brookwood to Lombardi Avenue.  It‟s a process that's been going on for about a decade; as the Packers 
pay more than assessed value to acquire land.  A property records search shows the Packers now own a 
total 62 properties to the west, east, and south of Lambeau.  They been purchased under at least 5 
different names and are valued at nearly 49 million dollars.  The biggest property is now home to 
Cabela‟s, near the 41 interchange.  That property is the only one the Packers have developed although 
demolition work has taken place on a handful of the properties to date.  In some cases, the Packers have 
paid more than twice the assessed value to acquire land.  The organization is currently paying nearly a 
million dollars per year in property taxes something the Village of Ashwaubenon administrators say is 
good for the area.  It gives them a higher tax bases, which of course, creates more taxes, but it also 
comes with it some costs too.  Costs that include an impact on small businesses as they disappear from 
the area one by one.  The Packers released the following statement to Local 5 saying quote: "The 
Packers continue to explore development options for land owned to the west of Lambeau Field but have 
no specific plans to announce at this time." 
 
Campaign/Elections – topics covered under this issue include: potential Presidential run for Governor 
Walker; issues with Green Bay mayor‟s campaign finance report; and state voter ID law upheld by U. S. 
Supreme Court. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   1/15/15 
1:40  The dedication of a major development in Hobart brought Governor Scott Walker to the area today. 
Just after that, the Governor addressed a potential bid for the Republican Presidential nomination in 
2016.  Helping dedicate the 25 million-dollar Hobart Crossing Development is part of the Governor‟s 
efforts to promote his economic development policies and he is dropping some hints that he'd like to take 
his successes national.  The Governor stated "I‟m proud to say that because of our reforms this state is 
better than when I grew up and I want to make sure that my country is the same."  In his first term, 
Walker pushed aside any talk of a GOP Presidential bid saying his priorities were governing Wisconsin 
and getting re-elected to a second term.  While Walker is exploring the possibility of a presidential run, 
and gauging national interest, he knows he'll be taking on 2 jobs.  He stated, "It will in no way interfere 
with the work I do for the people of Wisconsin, unlike any other candidate out there,  as an incumbent 
Governor in a state that the nation is watching closely, it's in my best interest, not only as Governor, but 
as a prospective candidate to continue to do good work for the state."  The Governor has not set a firm 
date for a final decision on a presidential bid. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   1/15/15 
2:02  The investigation continues into Green Bay Mayor Jim Schmitt's campaign finance reports.  A 
special prosecutor has now been asked to look over the documents.  The Milwaukee County District 
Attorney's office is now looking into the matter.  Last week, the mayor and 3 aldermen requested an audit 
of the re-election donation records.  It came after about 10,000 dollars of illegal or miss recorded 
donations were discovered.  After reviewing Mayor Schmitt's campaign finance reports, Brown County 
District Attorney David Lasee says there were some issues of concern and the matter needed to be 
looked into further by a separate office.  Mayor Schmitt says he did nothing wrong and will fully 
cooperate.  He's already made corrections and re-submitted his donation re-election records to the city 
clerk's office.  That includes giving back 2,000 dollars to 5 separate donors, including Oneida Seven 
Generations Corporation.  The Mayor is running for re-election in April.  The Brown County District 
Attorney says the investigation should wrap up quickly. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   3/23/15 
2:04  After years of legal battles, the state's voter ID law has been upheld.  Today, the U. S. Supreme 
Court decided not to hear a challenge to the law allowing it to be enforced.  However, with the spring 



 

 

election coming up in 2 weeks, the State Department of Justice says voters won't have to show a 
government issued ID on April 7th.  The Brown County clerk says forms need to be rewritten and poll 
workers need to be re-trained.  Also absentee voting is already taking place.  The first statewide election 
where voter ID will be in place is February 16th of next year.  But the Government Accountability Board is 
anticipating special elections later this year where an ID will be required.  Governor Walker is happy with 
the Supreme Court's decision.  He released this statement this morning, it says in part, "this is a common 
sense reform that protects the integrity of our voting process, making it easy to vote and hard to cheat". 
Wisconsin‟s League of Women Voters has opposed the law from the beginning.  Today, the executive 
director said in a statement to Local 5, "the problem with our elections is that not enough people vote in 
them, the last thing we need are laws that erect barriers for people who have been good voters for 
decades". 
 
Children/Youth – topics covered under this issue include: Brown Counties plan to reduce child abuse. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   1/28/15 
2:19  Brown County has the biggest gains in the amount of child abuse and neglect cases in the state, 
and now the county says it has a plan in place to help lower those numbers.  The 2013 Wisconsin Child 
Abuse and Neglect Report shows that prevention is needed across the state and especially in Brown 
County where a total of 2,247 children's families were investigated for possible abuse or neglect.  The 
county‟s Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Program is a preventative based service for cases that are 
called in with concern but don't rise to the level of actually having to do an investigation, it‟s a way for the 
county to connect with family before it's too late.  While the county‟s human services' new community 
response initiative won't officially roll out until this summer, there are programs in place provided by 
Family and Childcare Resources of northeast Wisconsin which focuses on child abuse prevention and 
neglect.  If you suspect a child is being abused and or neglected we have the information you need to 
report such activity on our website we are green bay dot com.  There you can also find information on the 
parenting classes and other services provided by Family and Childcare Resources of northeast 
Wisconsin.  
 
Community – topics covered under this issue include: warming shelter opens for homeless; 
overwhelming community support for local shelter initiative; tragic accident turns into a lifesaving mission; 
and area technical college asks community for support. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   1/5/15 
1:23  Those without a warm place to stay during the day have now been given another option thanks to 
the Salvation Army.  For those in need, this week's bitter temperatures can cause real problems.  At the 
Salvation Army of Brown County's Union Court offices a sign on the chapel door offers relief for the 
homeless dealing with bitter cold.  With wind chills reaching 30 below Monday morning, the Salvation 
Army opened the chapel for use as a daytime warming shelter.  As word got out the place began to fill, 
especially before and after the lunch program.  Anytime the actual temperature or wind chill falls to minus 
10 or below this center will be open.  And based on the current forecast it could be a busy week.  This is 
the first time this winter season the Salvation Army has had to open its warming shelter. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   1/15/15 
2:01  A follow up on a story Local 5 was first to bring you, Packers cheesy scarves being made by the  
N.E.W. Community Shelter.  We first told you about them on Friday, and since then orders are 
skyrocketing.  The Mayor is wearing one, the County Executive is wearing one and there is one on its 
way to the Governor.  Two thousand scarves and counting; a waiting list is growing faster than the line for 
Packers season tickets.  This started out as a fun thing to do to raise a little money for the shelter, now 
volunteers and shelter residents are working side by side on the one of a kind scarves.  Each scarf takes 
half an hour to make.  Two local businesses, Global Recognition and Team Apparel have volunteered to 
take on some of the work.  They've already used 50 bolts of fleece clearing out all the craft stores in 
Green Bay, so now volunteers are driving to the fox cities for more.  It's a chance for the community to 
see how the program helps people like Ginger go from homeless to self-sufficiency.  The money is one 
thing; the awareness is worth a million bucks.  You can still order either by phone or in person at the 
shelter, we have all the details on our website we are green bay dot com.  



 

 

Local 5 News at 6   2/14/15 
2:04 A tragic accident that happened on Lake Winnebago during spearing season 6 years ago has turned 
into a lifesaving mission.  Family and friends of a little girl and her father that died when their truck went 
through the ice have raised thousands of dollars to equip an area diving team.  The day the accident 
happened it took more than an hour for a dive team to arrive because there wasn't one in Calumet 
County.  Since then, Tina started a foundation in honor of her daughter Savannah.  They sell hearts, t-
shirts and wristbands to raise money to equip the county dive team that started in 2009.  There are 10 
different fire departments and probably 25 people on the dive team.  It cost about 8,000 dollars per 
certified diver for all the training and equipment; only 12 of the 25 are certified right now.  More than 
86,000 dollars has been raised to date. „Savannah‟s Pay It Forward Foundation‟ has also raised money to 
assist families dealing with the same type of loss. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   3/16/15 
1:57  Voters in northeast Wisconsin will soon be asked to support a multi-million dollar borrowing plan for 
NWTC.  The technical college says it's needed so they can meet the demand for highly skilled 
employees.  It's been 14 years since NWTC last held a referendum to allow it to grow.  The college wants 
voter approval on April 7th for a 66.5 million dollar plan to expand and renovate campuses in Green Bay, 
Marinette, and Sturgeon Bay.  The referendum would cost 7 dollars and 50 cents a year for the owner of 
a $150,000 home within NWTC's district.  That would allow them to add 1,500 students a year and 900 a 
year in high demand jobs.  The money would be used to upgrade and expand programs like construction, 
information technology and manufacturing.  These facilities need to stay in step with the 21st century and 
meet the high tech labor demands.  NWTC had St. Norbert College poll taxpayers to gauge their opinions 
and over 70% voiced support.  If approved, construction could begin in the fall and be completed in 3 
years.  The school says 91% of its graduates have found work. 
 
Consumer Issues – topics covered under this issue include: covering healthcare insurance and tax 
returns; and local gas prices increasing. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   1/20/15 
2:02  Today, the IRS started processing tax returns. There are a few extra steps this tax season because 
of the Affordable Care Act.  For the first time filers need to check a box to indicate that they are covered 
by insurance.  For people opting not to carry insurance it's time to pay the penalty, $95 is the minimum 
fee.  Most taxpayers will wind up paying 1% of their taxable income.  People who picked up health 
insurance through the exchange will also need to do some extra calculating to make sure that they're 
getting the credit they're entitled to.  If you still need to sign up for health insurance help is on the way.  
The regional enrollment network is hosting 'Super Saturday' coming up on January 31st.   To see where 
you can get help from local experts in northeast Wisconsin, visit we are green bay dot com.  
 
Local 5 News at 6   2/6/15 
2:00  Gas prices are starting to zoom higher, jumping more than 20 cents overnight in some parts of the 
country.  Wisconsin is now averaging $2.17 a gallon compared to $1.95 last week.  Triple A reports the 
average price of a gallon of gas has increased 7 days in a row.  Gas prices tend to rise 30 to 50 cents a 
gallon in spring, but local drivers worry if the climb is already starting how high will prices go?  According 
to industry experts, the annual transition from winter to summer grade blends of gasoline always adds a 
few dollars to a service station visit because it is expensive to convert.  They also have to schedule 
maintenance during the transition and the vast majority of refineries across the country do that at this 
time.  Experts who track the oil industry are not worried, they predict that a gradual price rise will continue 
for the rest of the year but will still remain well below recent peaks.  Considering last year at this time gas 
cost local drivers $3.28 a gallon.  To track the lowest gas prices in your community, head to we are green 
bay dot com.  
 
Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: educating retailers on meth 
production to increase community awareness; comparing Wisconsin‟s OWI offenses to other states; 
school and law enforcement‟s joint effort to educate parents about on-line sexual predators; 
neighborhood outreach by law enforcement both in Green Bay and Appleton. 
 



 

 

Local 5 News at 10   1/12/15 
2:13  As a way to help deal with the meth probably in the fox valley,  Appleton Police are educating 
retailers about meth production in the area.  Last year, 15 meth labs were discovered in the fox valley.  
Back in March, several suspects were arrested for cooking meth in a Grand Chute hotel, this type of 
activity is a major problem for law enforcement.  To increase awareness of the issue, Appleton Police are 
distributing handouts on meth production to area stores that sell products that can be used in making 
meth.  Almost all of the items on the handout are either explosive, poisonous or very dangerous to the 
environment, and when combined can cause a lot of damage including taking lives.  If you would like 
information on the meth production pamphlet you can contact the Appleton Police Department.  
 
Local 5 News at 6   2/5/15 
2:13  An Appleton man has been arrested for his 12th OWI, he also faces charges of driving with a 
revoked license.  In Wisconsin, first time offenses are treated as misdemeanors, while neighboring states 
offer slightly more serious responses.  Mothers Against Drunk Driving and local police officers would like 
to see some changes here. The Brown County's OWI Task Force tries to intercept drinking drivers at 
random and send a message about the seriousness of operating while intoxicated.  In the state an OWI 
first offense is treated the same way as a moving violation.  In Minnesota, a similar violation can result in 
90-days in jail and a 1,000 dollars fine.  In Illinois, a first time conviction can result in a 1 year license and 
vehicle registration suspension.   MADD would like to see Wisconsin make ignition interlocks mandatory 
for all OWI offenders. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   2/26/15 
2:02  A social media presentation was held tonight at Neenah High School, it was a joint effort by the 
school district and the Winnebago County Sheriff's Department to help parents better understand how to 
keep their children safe while on-line.  On line tools include examples of local incidents; where sexual 
predators have used social media as a way to contact and meet up with kids.  While encouraging parents 
to not let technology intimidate them, they were given a lesson on sexting and decoding teen-talk 
Technology can be intimidating, but that can't be an excuse for not keeping our kids safe.  Parents were 
told to engage with their children, make sure they're in communication with them, know what they're 
doing, or who they're hanging with, and they have to be able to go into their social media accounts.  The 
schools presentation included many useful tools and sites about this matter for parents, we have a link on 
our website we are green bay dot com. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   3/18/15 
2:18  Green Bay police are stepping up efforts in a west side neighborhood where some residents feel 
like they are a forgotten part of the city.  The neighborhood is geographically isolated from the bulk of 
Green Bay, boxed in by the river, a busy railroad track, and Ashland Avenue.  To connect with the 
community, Green Bay officers and interns are going door to door with a survey.  They've already heard 
back from almost 50 people.  What is disturbing to the police is that they see a trend of crime that has 
gone unreported, including shots fired on Chestnut Avenue last April.  That street is the primary concern 
for people, according to the survey.  The area is made up of more renters, than home owners.  A 
neighborhood block party to meet each other has been suggested.  Exactly the kind of idea the police 
department says will help this community flourish.  Officers are also working with the city to make better 
use of the park; residents already take pride in.  It‟s not like the whole neighborhood is out of control, it 
comes down to quality of life.  The good news is that close to 60% of people surveyed have no plans to 
move.  There are also new businesses like the Darjune Café, a vision for the future that will now include 
more help from the police department.  Police say the goal of this special patrol isn't to arrest more people 
or write more tickets, however they are already reacting to the survey; officers spent several hours 
running radar this week to deter speeding.  
 
Local 5 News This Morning   3/19/15 
2:01  Racial tensions have flared across the country recently in the wake of several police involved 
shootings, most recently in Madison.  In the fox valley, police are joining up with a local church 
congregation to improve relations.  Appleton Police Chief Todd Thomas was at Family First Ministries 
Wednesday night, to hear residents' concerns, but also to work on building meaningful relationships with 
minority community members.  “We have an opportunity here to do some proactive things to prohibit 



 

 

Madison from taking place here in Appleton.”  A retired marine, Pastor Dupree says being proactive 
begins with members of the community and police force developing a better understanding of one 
another, that's why he reached out to Chief Thomas.  Community members who showed up to voice their 
concerns focused on how police deal with children, in and out of schools.  They also questioned Chief 
Thomas about how to make sure officers are held accountable for their actions.  Members of the 
congregation say the discussion was a successful stepping stone in improving race relations. 
 
Education – topics covered under this issue include: concern of a student information request; trauma 
training; wildfire training at area technical college; and shifting payment burden for earned college credits. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   2/13/15 
2:19  A request for student information from area school districts by a group supporting the school 
voucher program is causing concern.  The group is School Choice Wisconsin and the request, while a 
surprise to some parents, is perfectly legal under the state's open records law.  The Green Bay school 
district was 1 of 30 statewide asked to supply student data, including names, addresses, and a phone 
number.  The district is now notifying parents by e-mail that personal data of most students is about to be 
made public. School Choice Wisconsin asked for the information on every single student in the district.  
The group's presidents says they support expanded educational options for parents, including the state's 
voucher program, and  asked for the information for a mailing to help explain school choice to families.  At 
the start of the school year, parents can fill out a form keeping their child‟s information private, but by 
doing so it also excludes students from things like yearbooks, honor rolls, and more. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   2/26/15 
2:00  New numbers show more than 25% of all kids in the U.S. will experience at least 1 traumatic event 
by age 16.  Teachers at Green Bay's Franklin Middle School are learning techniques to help students 
overcome trauma and find success at school.  When a child is impacted by trauma, teachers see the 
stressors that he has in his life, he brings to school and it impacts his capacity to engage in the learning 
process.  Trauma doesn't fit in a mold, for some students it's the death of a loved one, divorcing parents, 
or abuse; while other kids are coping with hunger and homelessness.  Studies show trauma directly 
impacts how a student performs in school.  They have lower reading ability, lower grade point average 
and increased absences and suspensions. The training teaches school leaders to recognize that 
something as simple as a slamming door may trigger a traumatic memory for students.  The Brown 
County United Way is also working on community wide trauma informed care training.  We will pass along 
the details as soon as they are announced.  
 
Local 5 News at 6   3/12/15 
1:45  Lack of snow and rain this winter is putting northeast Wisconsin at risk for wildfires.   Fox Valley 
Technical College teaches future firefighters how to protect our communities.  These students are 
studying to become wild land firemen, and as part of their field work they are cleaning brush off land using 
fire.  Each student has a responsibility while working a fire, a couple may set back fires to stop the 
spread, others stomp out flames and then there is always someone with water if needed.  Why was this 
field set ablaze instead of cutting it?  Because fire is the cheapest and nature‟s way to manage it.  The 
land will benefit from it in that it will harm the evasive species as the native plants will grow when the soil 
warms up later on.  It's also a way to get the students hands on experience.  Wildfires in the Midwest are 
more common than you might think.  Wisconsin averages 3,000-5,000 wildfires each year.  
 
Local 5 News at 5   3/24/15 
2:17  A program that allows high school students to earn college credit could be in jeopardy.  Dual-credit 
courses are a popular option at Little Chute High School.  Currently Little Chute has about 175 students 
who are taking courses through UW-Fox Valley, UW-Oshkosh and UW-Green Bay.  But the UW-system 
will no longer cover the cost of these programs.  Next year, school districts will be on the hook for tuition. 
The program was approved by lawmakers 2 years ago and parents were paying their child's way, but last 
year the state said that was no longer allowed.  So the UW-system agreed to fund the program for this 
year only at a price tag of just over 3 million dollars.  UW-Oshkosh has the largest core options program 
in the state with more than 3,300 students currently enrolled.  In an effort to make the classes more 
affordable for districts UW-Oshkosh leaders are lowering the price.  In the past they were charging $130 a 



 

 

credit when the parents were paying, now they're going to charge $30 a credit and school districts will 
hopefully be able to afford that to cover the costs of running the program.  Meanwhile Little Chute leaders 
say the program will continue next year, but it is still too early to estimate a cost not accounted for in the 
budget.  As part of a long term solution, UW-System leaders are advocating for legislative changes that 
would once again allow parents to pay tuition. 
 
Employment – topics covered under this issue include: study finds college graduates leave state for jobs; 
and state‟s right to work effect on jobs is unclear. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   2/10/15 
4:15  A recent study found that thousands of college students leave the state after graduation.  It‟s called 
„Brain Drain‟ and finding a solution is an ongoing issue.  The state's workforce of tomorrow will depend on 
the young talent of today and giving them a reason to stay is what experts and employers are struggling 
to provide.  A  U.W. School of Business professor found that between 2008 and 2012, the state lost 
14,000 college graduates per year most between the ages of 21 and 29.  Current is a young 
professionals network run by the Green Bay Chamber of Commerce with 1600 members.  The group‟s 
goal is to keep these talented millennials in the area through professional development and social 
networking.  This age group is all about community they want to live near where they work and shop 
where they don't need a car.  Area companies are fighting for the next generation of employees.  Some 
companies are offering millennials freedom in a company you'd typically find in a larger city where they 
are on their own, not micro managed and no one standing over their shoulder. This workforce is not 
structured the same way as generations before us were structured.  Focusing on quality of life issues and 
providing innovative work environments may convince those who did leave to eventually come back. 
Young professionals have options and the goal is creating a community that people want to be a part of. 
A recent study put out by the WISPIRG foundation says that young adults want a variety of transportation 
options, when choosing a place to work and live.  The group suggests the state spend more on transit, 
bike and pedestrian infrastructure. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   3/5/15 
2:12  New job numbers show Wisconsin is making big gains in 2 main areas, construction and 
manufacturing.  Construction added more than 9,000 jobs and manufacturing gained 11,600 jobs.  The 
passage of right to work legislation appears inevitable, but the bill's economic impact remains unclear.  
Overall Wisconsin added more than 40,000 private sector jobs in 2014; that's according to the U. S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.  But with ongoing debate over the state adopting a right to work law many are 
wondering what kind of impact such a law would have on continued job growth.  Lawrence University 
Professor, Arnold Shober, says that Wisconsin adopting a right to work law would not mean certain 
economic growth or decline.  “There's not a solid answer either way in terms of economic outcomes for 
the state, or economic effects on a particular business.  Both sides of the debate can find some studies 
that supports some of what they're arguing for, it‟s not really an open and shut case either way."  That's 
because the studies on the current 24 right to work states include factors that may not apply to 
Wisconsin.  Supporters claim that Wisconsin becoming a right to work state would boost the economy 
and create jobs because the state would become more appealing to outside businesses.  With new job 
numbers out for 2014, it's clear that Wisconsin is improving; especially in construction and manufacturing, 
2 industries dominated by unions.  While supporters of Wisconsin becoming a right to work state argue 
economic growth and job creation, many union members are worried the law would mean lower wages.  
There is just not enough research to strongly back either side of the debate. 
 
Government (Local) – topics covered under this issue include: mailing address causes problems with 
Appleton‟s new tax; and Appleton moves forward with exhibition center. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   1/2/15 

1:44  A wheel tax that's set to be implemented in Appleton is causing confusion in surrounding 

communities.  If you live outside Appleton, but receive mail at an Appleton address you may notice an 
extra fee on your vehicle registration this year.  The DOT began sending out notices earlier this week 
regarding Appleton‟s new $20 wheel tax to anyone with an Appleton mailing address.  Anyone with an 
Appleton mailing address is susceptible to this problem.  It could impact more than 50,000 people, in the 



 

 

Towns of Grand Chute and Menasha, among others.  If you notice the fee and don't live in Appleton your 
best bet is to cross off Appleton and write in your correct location and mail it back.  Only vehicles that are 
stored in Appleton are required to pay the wheel tax. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   3/4/15 
2:00  The future of a proposed exhibition center in downtown Appleton was up for a vote tonight,  as the 
council decided whether or not to purchase a plot of land from Outagamie County,  Just a matter of 
weeks ago this project seemed dead, but that has quickly changed.  Just moments ago, the council voted 
yes to purchase a plot of land from the county for 2 million dollars, paving the way for an exhibition center 
downtown.  Studies show the center could generate millions of dollars in economic activity, but opponents 
say it simply isn't as appealing as it once was.  City ownership creates a concern for an awful lot of 
people, a year and a half ago this project was supposed to be privately owned and taxable.  Heading into 
tonight, the council seemed split on the project, with a handful switching sides throughout the process. 
Numerous steps still remain, including a management agreement with the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel, 
and details on a hotel room tax that would pay for construction.  Council members hope to begin 
negotiations with the hotel within the next week.  
 
Government (State) – topics covered under this issue include: right to work bill becomes law in state. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   2/24/15 
2:04  A public hearing on the controversial right to work bill was cut short tonight.  A member of the 
Senate Labor Committee ended the hearing 40 minutes early saying union members had threatened to 
disrupt the hearing.  The hearing had prompted day long protests at the state capital.  The bill would 
make Wisconsin the 25th right to work state in the nation.  Above the rally, democratic lawmakers posted 
a sign in the capital window; it read 'solidarity'.  Below, union speakers questioned how right to work could 
impact their families.  Many were upset with how quickly the legislation is progressing.  The Senate is 
expected to vote on the legislation Tuesday afternoon; protesters say they'll be back.  Governor Walker 
says if the bill passes he will sign it. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   3/9/15 
3:53  Wisconsin is officially the 25th right to work state in the nation.  After a fast track through the state 
legislature, right to work is now law.  Governor Scott Walker says it opens the door for exciting 
opportunities.  In front of a group of Republican lawmakers at Badger Meter, north of Milwaukee, 
Governor Walker signed the controversial bill Monday morning.  Right to work law bans unions from 
forcing workers to join a union; or pay union dues as a condition of employment.  The Governor says this 
paves the way for job expansion and creation across the state.  Despite protests at the capitol over the 
bill, local legislators say there is plenty of support for right to work.  Governor Walker called the passage 
of this bill “A true team effort led by members of the Assembly and Senate”.  The Governor says he chose 
to sign the legislation at Badger Meter because the company is planning to expand its Wisconsin facility 
due to the new right to work law.  While right to work went into effect immediately, it's impact won't hit 
some labor union members now under contract with their employers, but there are concerns that 
apprenticeship and certification efforts might fall short under the new law.  Some unions representing 
skilled trades and crafts say life under right to work will be a learning experience.  While the new law bans 
companies from requiring union membership or payment of union dues; that could prove 
counterproductive for skilled workers.  Skilled trade employees get their start through apprenticeships. 
Such training and recertification skills are all paid for through union dues.  Some locals can spend a 
million dollars or more for such training and that pays off for the employee.  But under Wisconsin‟s right to 
work law, employers can no longer force employees to join unions or pay union dues.  That‟s now 
completely up to the individual employee's discretion.  Union leaders say if enough employees decide 
against paying union dues, that could limit future apprenticeships and skill certification and that could 
keep some skilled trades‟ workers from advancing their careers.  Some labor attorneys believe labor 
organization need to sell such benefits that much more. 
 
Health/Healthcare – topics covered under this issue include: flu hits state hard; cancer survivor‟s 
program in the fox valley; and cheese helps fight tooth decay. 
 



 

 

Local 5 News at 6   1/30/15 
2:31  Three more Wisconsin children have died from the flu; bringing the number to 5 this season.  The 
deaths include 3 children from our area; 1 each from Brown, Outagamie and Winnebago Counties, the 
other 2 are from southern Wisconsin.  It is the deadliest flu season since 2009 when the swine flu 
epidemic caused 6 pediatric deaths in Wisconsin.  The CDC reports this year's vaccine is only 23% 
effective, but the shot is still the best way to prevent or fight the flu.  The vaccine will decrease the 
severity of your symptoms and the length of illness.  There is still plenty of time to get the flu shot  the 
state health department says; although the flu season is typically from October through February, they 
can still see cases in May.  Schools in the area are also concerned about the spread of the flu.  The Little 
Chute Area School District is asking parents to keep their child home if they're sick.  There are more than 
1500 students in the district and about 10% have suffered from the flu.  Local 5 has much more 
information about what you need to know about the flu on our website at we are green bay dot com.  
 
Local 5 News at 4   2/20/15 
1:54  More people are beating cancer than ever before and there's a program in the fox cities just for 
those survivors.  „Livestrong‟ at the YMCA of the fox cities is a free 12 week program for cancer survivors. 
It includes memberships to the YMCA where they work on building cardiovascular strength, balance, and 
flexibility at any stage of their survivorship.  Each session offers individualized attention and group work.  
The classes also offer a silent emotional, mental and spiritual growth as well.  They‟re fighters who 
become friends.  The „Livestrong‟ program is available at all 5 fox cities YMCA locations. 
 
Local 5 News at 12   3/27/15 
2:03  Not only is cheese great to eat, but it could also help fight tooth decay.  There are hundreds of 
different kinds of bacteria that live in your mouth. Some of them are very good, very beneficial; they help 
digest food, while others are harmful.  The bacteria that cause tooth decay for instance would be an 
example of harmful bacteria.  One of the most important nutrients that you get out of cheeses are the 
calcium and phosphates, and these are the building blocks of strong bones.  Not only is cheese tasty, the 
cultures used to create cheese are also beneficial in neutralizing harmful  bacteria in your mouth.  The 
casein in cheese gives it that rubbery texture and so it's sort of a cleansing food.  It wipes the bacteria off 
the teeth, and when you wipe the bacteria away from the teeth it's a lot like brushing.  You do that, you 
give the good bacteria a chance to regrow, hopefully faster than the bad bacteria.  The unique thing about 
dairy products is that casein keeps calcium and phosphate in a form that saliva and the body can absorb 
much more easily.  Aged cheeses are a smart snack choice because they lower the acidity of your saliva. 
Softer cheeses like brie and blue cheeses are beneficial by providing both calcium and phosphorus. 
 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: cell phones 911 flaw; county tests emergency sirens in 
order to avoid last year‟s failure; and an easy fix to stop break-ins. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   2/24/15 
2:19  Cell phones make it easier for victims to call 911, but harder than ever for responders to reach 
them.  It‟s being called 911's deadly flaw.   A lack of location data transmitted from cell-phones inhibits 
operators from sometimes being able to locate the caller.  It's a problem 911 operators are facing across 
the nation and even services here in Brown County.  Unlike landline telephones, today's cellphone 
system does not automatically send your location data when you dial 911. There are 2 phases of 
accuracy.   Phase 1 amounts to you getting the address of the tower that the cell phone is hitting off of 
and phase 2 will get you down to the GPS location and the accuracy is supposed to be within 50 meters 
of that location.  The FCC is working with cellphone carriers to put in place a new federal rule that 
requires them to increase the percentage of cellphone calls to 911 that transmit location data by 2021. 
To improve your chance of delivering accurate location data from your cell phone to 911, start by turning 
on your location services on your cell phone, it's generally located under the privacy settings. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   3/13/15 
1:48  Emergency alert sirens are set to sound for the first time this year, as Outagamie County prepares 
for severe weather season.  They'll be using some new technology as the county looks to avoid what 
happened in 2012 when sirens failed to sound as a series of tornados swept across the valley.   What 
they look for is that the mounting structure is intact and safe, and does it go off at the right time. Ham 



 

 

radio operators will be stationed at various sirens, making sure they're working properly.  They‟ll check 
timing, volume, and speed, making sure nothing seems off.  The objective is to make sure the sirens are 
functioning before we get into severe storm season.  The sirens failed to sound in 2012 during a storm, 
when a repeater failed to activate.  That storm left portions of the county looking damaged.  The county 
has now installed a backup repeater; ensuring residents will be alerted if it happens again.  Officials have 
also purchased a portable siren, which can sound from anywhere.  Tomorrows test is the first of many to 
come, making sure each and every siren is ready to go.  Emergency officials say this is also the right time 
of year to make sure your weather radio is working properly. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   3/24/15 
1:56  Residents in the Town of Menasha have experienced recent break-ins.  Most of the homes had 
unlocked doors, but a couple were forced entry and that can be fixed easily with a more secure door lock.  
Town of Menasha police are encouraging residents to better protect their homes by switching out 1 inch 
screws for 3 inch ones.  Now the 1 inch screw when installed into your door frame just goes into the door 
frame itself which is not very strong; you want to get a 3 inch screw because that goes not only into the 
door frame but also into the wall.  Deadbolt locks help secure doors, but the strength behind the strike 
plate is the difference maker.  There are different types of plates even those that wrap around a door.  A 
more secure door lock will make your home safer and discourage thieves from trying to break in.  Door 
strike plates can run from 6 to 17 dollars depending on the style. 
 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Children: U. S. Dept. of Health and Human Services – Adoption; Shriners Hospital – Love is helping. 
Community Issues: U. S. Dept. of Energy-Energy efficiency; FEMA – Emergency Preparedness. 
Diversity: Ad Council – Love has no labels. 
Education: Dollar General Literacy Foundation – High School Equivalency. 
Environment: U. S. Forest Service -Wildfire prevention and Discovering nature. 
Health: Am Heart Association-High blood pressure. 
Military: Wounded Warriors Support Group; National Guard-Serve, Citizen Soldier, Making a Difference.  
Relationships: Nat. Responsible Fatherhood Council-Fatherhood. 
Safety: Nat. Highway Traffic Safety Administration-Texting and Driving, Child passenger safety and 
Buzzed Driving; WI DOT-Ice & Snow, Take it Slow, Drive Sober and Drive Sober App; USDA-Food 
Safety. 


