
 

 

 WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
July 1, 2015 – September 30, 2015 

 
WFRV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the third quarter of 2015:  
 
Agriculture 
Business & Industry 
Campaigns/Elections 
Charity/Non-Profit 
Community 
Diversity 
Employment 
Government (State) 
Government (Local) 
Health/Healthcare 
Housing 
Safety 
Transportation 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News at 12:00 Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm  
Local 5 News at 4:00 Monday-Friday 4:00-5:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
Newsmaker Sunday  Sunday 7:30-8:00 am 
 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Agriculture – topics covered under this issue include: a foundation that recruits dairy industry workers; 
school districts using locally grown crops for school meals; and educating non-dairy families about 
farming at the State Fair. 
 
Local 5 News at 12   7/6/15 
1:54  Young people are being recruited to help a growing dairy industry.  The purpose of the Professional 
Dairy Producer’s Foundation is to raise money and return money to the dairy industry for educational 
programs that benefit the dairy industry in the area of growing the next generation and being pro-active 
and prepared.  One of the key aspects is to assist those who have an interest in the dairy industry.  This 
program is unique because it is actually recruiting young folks to come back to the dairy industry.  They 
have the opportunity to have hands on labs and hear about careers in the dairy industry and also bring 
like-minded youth together, not necessarily all from dairy farms but they are united by an interest in dairy 
farming and wanting to learn more about a career in the industry. 
 
Local 5 News at 4  8/11/15 
1:29  Some school districts in the area are coming together today to begin processing Wisconsin grown 
vegetables to serve in a number of school dishes.  Farm to School programs bring local food into schools 
for school lunches so that kids can have access to these locally grown items.  Food service professionals 
within the Green Bay and Oshkosh area school districts are processing over 2,200 pounds of locally 
grown vegetables.  A program and an experience that is also educational.  It allows students to learn 
about where food comes from and that it doesn't always come from the store.  The vegetables are going 



 

 

to be sliced and diced and then cooked, frozen, and then vacuum sealed into packages so that the school 
districts can serve it throughout the school year. 
    
Local 5 News at 12  8/17/15 
2:21  The Wisconsin State Fair is all about food, fun, families, entertainment and education; and one of 
the more popular venues to educate the consumer was at the Discovery Barn.  It's a great opportunity for 
people of all ages to learn about agriculture. From learning that a new born piglet is only 2 pounds and 
then will be 300 pounds in 6 months; to learning where their food comes from, and why farming is still an 
important industry to have.   Now these exhibits are manned mostly by FFA and 4-H members and so 
there are educational benefits for them as well.  Here students can become leaders as they're advocating 
for agriculture. They’re communicating with others, they get career and customer service experience and 
they are growing personally as they step outside their comfort zone to expand their speaking skills.  Ag 
education and the FFA have been closing that disconnect between consumer and producers and farmers, 
but there is still more work to do.  Surveys show that agricultural venues like the Discovery Barn are one 
of the bigger draws for fairgoers and their families.  And with attendance topping 1 million again this year, 
that is quite a number of positive impressions. 
 
Business & Industry – topics covered under this issue include: the effect of the state smoking ban on 
restaurants and taverns 5 years later; a local grocery chain continues to grow and build; and a longtime 
yacht builder to close its doors. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/9/15 
2:05  A 5 year Anniversary was recently marked in Wisconsin, celebrated by more people than you might 
expect.  Kris Schuller spoke with businesses today to see how they're faring 5 years after the state 
enacted the indoor smoking ban.  It was a controversial move and many taverns and restaurants were 
initially concerned.  But 5 years later, the hospitality industry says there are many benefits to being 
smoke-free.  Amanda Gerondale, owner of Oak Ridge Bar and Grill, says initially the Oak Ridge lost 
some customers, but over time they came back along with many more.  The Wisconsin Restaurant 
Association says while many feared the worst, restaurant industry sales have mirrored the overall 
economy, unaffected by the smoke-free air law.  Sales were growing slightly faster than the overall 
economy prior to the smoking ban and that is still the case today.  And health experts say the law 
reshaped social norms, improving the health of many statewide.  In the last five years, youth and adults 
smoking rates have declined all because smokers were told 5 years ago that they had to take their 
smoking outdoors.  A recent poll showed 86% of state voters support the law. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/26/15 
2:11  Talk of redevelopment tonight along the University Avenue corridor in Green Bay, as Festival Foods 
unveils its plans for a fifth store.  It's a roughly 15 million dollar plan; the first major project in the 
redevelopment of the University Avenue corridor.  Inside an old shopping center, area residents learn of 
possible new development; a commercial complex featuring a Festival Foods store.  It has been a 
proposal in the works for many months as Festival approached the city, eager to locate the company's 5th 
store in the Green Bay area.  The complex includes a Kwik Trip and a smaller retail development.  
Anchored by Festival, a roughly 80,000 square foot facility would create 240 jobs.  The city just completed 
a long term planning study of the University Avenue corridor.  Mayor Jim Schmitt says the 10 acre 
complex would help serve as a commercial gateway on this end of University.  Schmitt believes Festival 
is a perfect fit.  While residents appeared supportive of the store, some worried about the extra traffic it 
would bring and how it would move through the neighborhood.  The developer plans to submit a formal 
proposal to the city by Monday.  As the review process gets underway, the hope is to start construction by 
January first of next year. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   9/2/15 
2:14  Just days before a national holiday honoring workers, a large workforce in Sturgeon Bay learns 
they're losing their jobs. One hundred employees of Palmer Johnson Yachts were told today that the 
company is closing its Sturgeon Bay facilities.  Palmer Johnson has long been a fixture in Sturgeon Bay, 
first founded in 1918, but the company has had many owners, and the current one says declining sales is 
forcing him to close his Door County operations.  A statement released said "Our operation and 



 

 

employment levels have continued to diminish, sales have diminished, offshore competitive pressures 
have escalated, and as a result this action becomes a necessity."  Palmer Johnson says they intend to do 
all they can to help employees get unemployment and transition to new jobs by working through the 
Workforce Development Board in Green Bay.  The layoffs will begin within 60 days and the plant closing 
is expected to be permanent. 
 
Campaigns/Elections – topics covered under this issue include: Governor Scott Walker’s announcement 
to run for President, his plan regarding federal union workers, and his announcement to suspend his run 
for President; and the state Supreme Court’s ruling on the John Doe probe involving Governor Walker’s 
recall campaign. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/13/15 
1:46  Governor Scott Walker finally said the words people in this state have been expecting, he's in the 
race for the Republican Presidential nomination.  One day after signing the new state budget in the GOP 
friendly city of Waukesha, he used another location there to open his white house bid.  With his family by 
his side, and protestors gathering outside, Governor Scott Walker threw his name into the ring, becoming 
the 15th Republican candidate for President.  In front of roughly 3,000 people, Walker focused on his 
recall victory and how it’s prepared him for the national stage.  He spoke extensively about the need for 
change in Washington.  He also hammered key conservative ideologies, speaking out against abortion 
and Obamacare, and calling Islamic terrorism a bigger threat to the world than global warming.  Walker’s 
campaign begins this week with stops in Nevada, Georgia, South Carolina, and New Hampshire; 
wrapping up with a 3 day tour of Iowa. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/16/15 
2:05  The State Supreme Court today shut down the John Doe probe involving Governor Scott Walker's 
recall campaign.  The court ruled the campaign finance laws had not been violated.  For Governor Walker 
this is a major legal victory; closing a controversial chapter of his political career just as he seeks the 
highest office in the land.  Prosecutors from Milwaukee tried to prove he and several conservative groups 
broke the law by illegally coordinating their campaign efforts during his 2012 recall campaign.  A charge 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court could find no evidence of.  It was a 4-2 vote to shut the probe down.  In the 
ruling, Justice Michael Gableman wrote that prosecutors alleged the groups and the Walker campaign 
illegally coordinated on "issue advocacy", or communications that don't expressly call for a candidate's 
defeat or victory.  The court ruled, “Working together to share opinions doesn't break state law”. 
Justice Shirley Abrahamson, who voted in the minority said, "The opinion delivers a significant blow to 
Wisconsin’s campaign finance law".  The court said that all evidence seized in the John Doe must now be 
returned to its owners and all copies of evidence destroyed.  No word on whether prosecutors will appeal 
the case to the U. S. Supreme Court. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   9/14/15 
2:24  Two days ahead of the next GOP debate, Scott Walker announced his plan for major changes to 
organized labor nationwide.  The proposal is patterned after controversial reforms he brought to 
Wisconsin.  The Republican Presidential candidate calls his plan big and bold.  But one political expert 
says the timing here is really just meant to get him back in the race.  In a town hall gathering in Nevada, 
Scott Walker told supporters he's ready to take on organized labor nationwide just like he did in 
Wisconsin.  Governor Walker's "Power to the People" plan would eliminate federal employee unions, get 
rid of the federal agency that oversees unfair labor practices, and make all workplaces right to work; 
meaning no one is required to join a union as a condition of their employment.  A few months ago, 
Governor Walker was seen as a top GOP leader at least in the state of Iowa, but recent polls show his 
support plummeting; now sitting at just 3% there.  Political Science expert Aaron Weinschenk  says 
Walker's announcement is meant to get people talking; to signal to strong conservatives he's in this to 
win.  Reaction from labor unions and Democrats has been strong.  The Democratic National Committee 
called the plan "desperate and disgusting", adding Walker “seeks to revive his flailing campaign on the 
backs of middle class workers and families".  But to Scott Walker, it's just what's needed to get him in the 
White House.  Stated Walker, “I am a new leader from outside of Washington who has gotten results and 
stayed true to my conservative principles, if that is what you want out of your next President I am your 
candidate”.  The second Republican Presidential candidates’ debate is on Wednesday. 



 

 

 
Local 5 News at 10   9/21/15 
1:55  It was a move very few saw coming, Governor Scott Walker's Presidential campaign is over.  He 
made the announcement in Madison late this afternoon.  In a speech that took less than 5 minutes, 
Governor Scott Walker made it official; he is suspending his Presidential campaign.  The decision follows 
a CNN poll released yesterday, which had Walker at less than 1% among likely GOP voters.  Walker’s 
campaign lasted a total of 70 days; ending with an impromptu news conference here in Madison this 
evening.  In his address, Walker criticized other Republican candidates for attacking each other and for 
taking the spotlight off of party values.  He also took the unusual step of encouraging other low polling 
candidates to drop out of the race allowing voters to focus on a select number of alternatives to Donald 
Trump.  It remains unclear how much money Walker’s super PAC raised or spent throughout the 
campaign, but donors say poor debate performances were likely impacting his resources.  They say they 
knew this day was coming, but they did not expect it this quickly.  It remains unclear what will become of 
Walker's remaining campaign money.  He has not endorsed another candidate at this point.  
 
Charity/Non-Profit – topics covered under this issue include: volunteers from local Home Depot donates 
time and materials monthly for community renovation projects and 2 non-profit’s work together to help 
each other out.   
 
Local 5 News at 4   7/10/15 
1:59  This week, more than a dozen volunteers, known as Team Depot, from Home Depot stores in the 
Fox Cities, put in 8 hours of hard labor to get the grounds of the Fox Valley Humane Association in top 
shape.  Giving back to others clicks for Team Depot, they participate in at least 1 volunteer project a 
month.  The Fox Valley Human Association says having the outside of their facility looking as nice as the 
inside will help boost traffic and hopefully the number of animals that find forever homes.  Team Depot 
donated their time and 400 dollars’ worth of materials to make the outside of the Fox Valley Human 
Association a brighter, more cheerful place to visit.  Team Depot will next be helping to renovate a home 
that the VFW in Appleton has purchased to house homeless veterans temporarily until they get back on 
their feet. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   8/13/15 
1:43  A Green Bay group of adults is gaining work experience while helping those who are less fortunate. 
Aspiro clients are working weekly at Paul's Pantry and helping those in need.  Aspiro is a center for adults 
with cognitive disabilities and has numerous community programs.  Aspiro clients have been volunteering 
at Paul’s Pantry for 9 years.  The group does about 4 different jobs at the pantry.  The Aspiro group is 
grateful to be there gaining work experience and showing the public the many ways they contribute to the 
community.   Aspiro is always looking for more volunteer opportunities and Paul’s Pantry is always 
looking for more volunteers.  To find out how to contact either of the organizations head to our website we 
are green bay dot com. 
 
Community – topics covered under this issue include: Appleton police ask city leaders for help in 
keeping city parks safe; National Night Out builds relationships between police and neighborhoods; a 
push to fund a new neighborhood swimming pool; and news show focuses on local opioid and heroin 
usage. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/30/15 
1:51  The city of Appleton may have to consider a major change to alcohol laws in city parks.  As it stands 
now, people can drink in city parks from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m.  However, a growing number of calls for 
police has the department asking for a change.  It's not hard to find at Appleton’s Jones Park alcohol 
containers piling up in city trash cans.  Officers are now responding to 7 times more alcohol related calls 
than they did just 5 years ago prompting Chief Todd Thomas to issue a memo asking alderman to 
consider a change.  Police are working with area homeless shelters to try and address the problem. This 
year, they're on pace to respond to 234 calls at Jones Park alone.  The city may have a made the 
problem worse with a change it made in 2013, expanding the hours from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  In most 
surrounding communities, alcohol is only allowed in parks on a permit basis.  City leaders say they'll 
consider all options moving forward.  So far, this topic has only appeared before the Parks and 



 

 

Recreation committee as an informational item.  Committee members expect to discuss it further this 
coming month.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/4/15 
2:03  All across the country, cities are participating in "National Night Out".  It’s a national campaign that 
sends police out into the community to build relationships and make neighborhoods safer.  It's also a way 
for residents to show their appreciation for the officers who help keep their neighborhoods safe.  From a 
packed event in Grand Chute, to a more intimate gathering in the Navarino neighborhood of Green Bay, 
dozens of “National Night Out” events brought people together across northeast Wisconsin. That includes 
establishing relationships with neighborhood kids at a young age, which starts by having some fun.  It’s 
not uncommon to see police having these types of positive interactions with kids in the neighborhood.  
This summer they've even been taking part in a summer reading program with the kids.  The police say 
building these positive relationships with community members is something that's key to them being 
successful at their jobs and for keeping people safe.  Residents are asked to leave their porch lights on 
throughout the night as a display of safety and solidarity. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/23/15 
2:08  Today was the last day the Coburn Park pool in Green Bay was open for the summer, but it also 
could be its last day open, ever.  The Friends of Colburn Park Pool are running out of time to secure the 
remainder of the funds needed for a multi-million-dollar pool replacement project.  For the past 50 years, 
it has been the only Olympic sized swimming pool in Green Bay and it has helped competitive swimmers 
practice their sport during the summer.  But Colburn pool has remained essentially unchanged since it 
opened in the 1960’s.  Last October, the Green Bay City Council approved a plan for a new 4.5 million 
dollar facility, but required 1 million dollars to come from donations.  On the last day of the swim season 
for the pool, The Friends of Colburn Park Pool held an ice cream social to raise awareness about the 342 
thousand dollars they still have to raise.  The deadline to raise the rest of the 1 million dollars in donations 
is the end of the year. 
 
Newsmaker Sunday   9/27/15 
A half hour news program that focused on opioid abuse and heroin use that is devastating lives and 
families across Northeast Wisconsin.  Guests included State Representative John Nygren from Marinette 
who authored legislation to combat this problem, and had a hand in the media campaign the state 
launched to raise awareness of this issue.  Brown County District Attorney David Lasee who talked about 
how big the problem is in the community.  Lieutenant John Rosseau from the Brown County Drug Task 
Force who discussed how prevalent the problem is on the streets and in terms of crimes related to these 
drugs.  Barbara Coniff, the Director of Libertas Treatment Center in Green Bay discussed treatment and 
Abby Hendrix, the President of a group called "Stop Heroin Now". 
 
Diversity – topics covered under this issue include: a prom just for LGBT teens; and an annual LGBT 
event to raise awareness. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/10/15 
2:13  A prom was held tonight for teens and young adults who identify as being part of the LGBT 
community.  The event called "Pride Prom" is an annual gathering put on by the LGBT Partnership, a 
leadership development and support group program of goodwill in north central Wisconsin.  Members of 
the LGBT community just want acceptance, and tonight they found it at a gathering designed just for 
them.  To feel acceptance here in this environment where they will not be judged and until a person's 
sexual orientation is no longer an issue there will be events like this Rainbow Harmony Ball, where kids 
can just be kids.  The LGBT partnership meets twice a month in both Appleton and Green Bay. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/11/15 
2:09  The 8

th
 annual Pride Alive event was held this afternoon in Green Bay and the first Pride Alive since 

the U. S. Supreme Court's decision on marriage equality, that legalizes same-sex marriage in all fifty 
states.  Organizers say the goal is to provide a welcoming environment for those within the LGBT 
community.  While today's event was all about acceptance, last night while one of the organizers was 
watching over booths that had already been set up, a group of men attacked him and called him names. 



 

 

Organizers say the isolated incident shows that the LGBT community still has a long way to go when it 
comes to acceptance and equality.  People of all ages and races gathered in Joannes Park for the event 
despite several people protesting the celebration.  If you'd like to find out more about the organizations 
that put on today's Pride Alive event, head to our website we are green bay dot com. 
 
Employment – topics covered under this issue include: Oshkosh Corporation receives large military 
contract which will trickle down to local businesses; and the challenge for Door County businesses to fill 
seasonal vacancies. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/26/15 
2:40 Company and local leaders are now talking about the huge U.S. Army contract that was awarded to 
Oshkosh Corporation.  Tens of billions of dollars in defense money could be flowing in to the Oshkosh 
area.  Oshkosh Defense will build thousands of joint light tactical vehicles to replace the U. S. Army's 
Humvee.  The initial contract is worth 6.7 billion dollars and options for additional contracts could total 30 
billion dollars.  Oshkosh Defense is currently hiring 100 salaried positons to help fulfill the contract.  This 
is expected to have a major impact on the local economy, creating thousands of jobs in the area.  It 
follows a series of company layoffs that crippled businesses throughout Oshkosh.  Across the street from 
Oshkosh Defense is a new restaurant gearing to open up.  The restaurant sits at the former site of 
Hermana's which closed last year, one of many businesses impacted by the large layoff according to the 
City Manager.  This new contract looks to be a minimum of 8 years, but it could go as long as 25 years.   
Officials say it's too early to know how many jobs the contract will create, but the impact on the economy 
looks bright.  It’s great for the whole state, and definitely good for the Oshkosh community.  Every 
business in town is going to benefit from this, including restaurants. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   9/6/15 
1:58  As Labor Day weekend begins to come to a close, there is a labor shortage in Door County, just 
ahead of the busy fall season.  College students who make up a good portion of seasonal employees in 
Door County have gone back to school now, contributing to a shortage of tourism workers.  It's something 
that businesses in Door County say they deal with every year around this time.  Seventy-five room 
Rowley's Bay Resort is one of the largest businesses in northern Door County, but even while hiring 
internationally, the resort is operated by only 45 staff members.  So what they do is have the staff work an 
extra day a week, and that's how they get it covered.  With summer coming to a close the resort 
continues to look for employees to work during the almost equally-busy fall season.  The Visitor Bureau 
says it's been challenging for businesses to fill open positions.  Businesses say all they can do is to keep 
looking for employees.  If you or someone you know is looking for a job, right now there are more than 
200 open jobs listed in Door County.  For a link to the job postings, head to our website we are green bay 
dot com.  
 
Government (State) – topics covered under this issue include: a late state budge addition’s effect on the 
state’s wineries; and a new bill that will help people with disabilities to save more in their personal 
accounts. 
Local 5 News at 5   7/10/15 
2:14  The new state budget is a massive document that outlines how the state will spend 73 billion dollars 
over the next 2 years.  But a single sentence in the budget is coming under scrutiny from one group.  
Wisconsin’s 120 wineries say a last minute change would take away their ability to also serve beer.  A 
legal battle earlier this year cleared up liquor license rules and paved the way for wineries to offer beer.  
Now the state budget looks to change the rules leaving dozens of wineries in limbo.  Wineries are relying 
on the Governor to veto the line.  Currently about half of our states 120 wineries have licenses to sell 
beer.  It is a big selling point when booking special events like weddings and birthday parties.  A very 
small percent of total sales goes to beer for those people who are not wine drinkers.  Wineries believe 
special interests are at work here potentially benefiting the tavern league. They are asking people to 
reach out to their lawmakers and the Governor's office to make their voices heard.  Find more information 
on we are green bay dot com.  
 
Local 5 News at 5   8/10/15 



 

 

1:51  Nearly 50,000 people with developmental disabilities in Wisconsin will now be able to open a 
special type of savings account.  ABLE stands for achieving a better life experience and the beauty of the 
ABLE law is that prior to this passing and becoming part of the Wisconsin budget, people with disabilities 
could not have more than $2000 in savings.  Having more than $2000 would result in a loss of 
government support like healthcare.  Now the new bill will allow for contributions up to $14,000 per year 
to a saving account.  It gives them the same freedom and the flexibility to take care of some things like 
education, housing, transportation, and other life expenses that they need to take care of and become 
more independent, and less dependent on the state of Wisconsin.  Dozens of states across the country 
have recently passed similar laws. 
 
Government (Local) – topics covered under this issue include: Green Bay’s new Code of Conduct for 
council members; zoning issues for both a sand mine and quarry expansion; a Village re-zones for 
brewpubs to help develop its downtown; and a Town’s petition to incorporate into a Village. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   7/8/15 
2:17  We're getting our first look at a proposed Code of Conduct for Green Bay's elected officials.  It’s a 
draft version of the code that dictates how elected officials in the city should behave.  The code, which is 
just a draft at this point, contains what most would call common sense items like council members 
shouldn't be belligerent, abusive, or threatening.  Council members tell me there is an absolute need for 
these new guidelines.  Green Bay's city attorney drafted a Code of Conduct after Alderman Guy Zima 
was accused of swearing at and using an obscene gesture toward a constituent.  A complaint was also 
made against Green Bay Mayor Jim Schmitt, stating he bullied a committee member into a vote.  Both 
Zima and Schmitt deny doing anything wrong.  The 11 page draft details how elected officials should treat 
council members, city staff, the public and the media.  The code also lists possible penalties and 
sanctions including a censure, community service, counseling or mediation, up to a 500 dollar fine, 
suspension or removal from office.  The ethics board and other alderman have made some suggestions 
for the code of conduct, so right now the city attorney is doing a re-write.  It will next go to the personnel 
committee and then be voted on by the full city council. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/4/15 
2:05  Proposed sand mine is drawing criticism in Fond du Lac County from neighbors upset over the 
project.  The mine would sit in the Town of Ashford, near dozens of homes.  Tonight, residents attended a 
Board of Zoning appeals meeting.  The board was instructed not to speak publicly before tonight's vote, 
but the trucking company seeking the application did speak saying the mine would be nothing like the 
larger ones seen in the northwest portion of the state.  After over 2 hours of debate, the board reached a 
compromise agreeing to re-zone 2 of 5 portions of the property.  Neighbors say it's a minor win, but not 
enough, they plan on fighting the ruling in circuit court. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/18/15 
2:08  The Village of Allouez wants brewpubs to know the Village is open for business.  Tonight, the 
Village Trustees approved a zoning ordinance change that will allow small breweries that are attached to 
pubs or restaurants.  It's just one of the steps the Village is taking to try and develop a downtown district.  
Brew pubs are already scattered across Green Bay, now after a suggestion by one resident to change an 
ordinance and a redevelopment study of Riverside Drive and south Webster Avenue between Highway 
172 and the Village's northern border, Allouez has decided to allow brewpubs. The corridor study 
highlighted certain areas that were prime for redevelopment and drawing people to those areas with 
certain types of development.  Village Trustees think brew pubs could be a great attraction to a 
developing downtown adopted an ordinance that will now allow the small breweries in light industrial 
districts. Allowing brew pubs to build in the Village is just one of many steps Allouez is taking to try and 
develop a walkable downtown district.  While there haven't been any specific developers or owners 
contacting the village about building a brew pub, Trustees are hopeful that with this new ordinance, 
interest will be brewing.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/26/15 
2:02  The Sister Bay Planning Commission held a public hearing tonight to find out what people think 
about a possible expansion of a local quarry.  It's something that's been discussed between the village 



 

 

and the quarry owner since 2012.  Current zoning in Sister Bay does not allow for the expansion of the 
quarry, and the owner of the quarry wants that to change.  It’s something the owner's lawyer says will be 
beneficial for everyone, but people living nearby say not in their backyards.  Under current rules and 
regulations the quarry can operate indefinitely, but in exchange for allowing the quarry's owner to expand 
the operations to the adjacent parcel he already owns, the village and the owner would make an 
agreement establishing a date of 10 years from the expansion start to when the entire operation would 
end.  In the meantime, certain restrictions would be added that do not exist now that would be beneficial 
to the village.  Those restrictions include limiting blasting and crushing, and the depth of excavation.  
Dust has been one of the main concerns of residents who say they would feel the effects of the quarry 
expanding closer to their homes.  For the expansion plan to move forward, the board of trustees has to 
approve the zoning change. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   9/15/15 
1:53  At the Green Bay City Council tonight, a number of important issues were on the agenda, from 
discussion on gangs, to the conduct of elected officials.  Since May, the council has been working on the 
document to improve decorum within city government.  Tonight Alderman Randy Scannell said it was time 
to stop discussion and simply vote up or down on the measure; which sets up a process to deal with 
complaints and providing possible penalties.  But before the final vote there were lots of comments on 
both sides of the policy.  After an hour of discussion the council approved the measure by a vote of 10 to 
2.  The policy sets up a process for filing complaints, deciding if they are valid and possible penalties and 
sanctions, ranging from censure, to community service, to fines up to 500 dollars.  Any penalties would 
have to be approved by three fourths of the city council. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   9/29/15 
2:26  The Town of Menasha is one step closer to possibly becoming a Village with a new name.  The 
state's Incorporation Review Board was in town to hear testimony on a petition to incorporate part of the 
town.  During a 6 hour public hearing with the state's incorporation review board, Town of Menasha 
residents and leaders stated their case for becoming the Village of Fox Crossing.  Town leaders say 
incorporation would also provide more control over planning and zoning, but most importantly, protect 
against annexation.  Once incorporated, the newly formed Fox Crossing will later annex the remaining 
east side, if east side residents so choose.  City of Menasha officials declined to speak at the hearing and 
plan to file written comments to the review board.  Supporters of the effort to incorporate the Town of 
Menasha say branding the community and clearing up confusion for residents and even emergency 
officials is another reason to become a village.  The Incorporation Review Board didn't render a decision 
at the hearing.  Written comments will be accepted for another 10 days, for information on how to mail in 
your comments head to our website we are green bay dot com.  
 
Health/Healthcare – topics covered under this issue include: a 3 county bike riding challenge to promote 
health; and viral meningitis cases hit communities and preventive measures to follow. 
 
Local 5 News at 4   9/18/15 
2:11  Fox Valley residents are riding bikes everywhere these days hoping to log enough miles to help win 
the National Bike Challenge, just like they did last year.  There are only 2 weeks left to participate, the 
challenge started on May first and is in its final weeks; bikers can log miles until September 30th.  It's a 
collaborative effort between businesses, the region itself and the people.  The challenge promotes 
exercise and healthy lifestyles in Calumet, Outagamie and Winnebago Counties.  The goal is to increase 
bicycling in the area and promote healthy active lifestyles.  With almost 4,000 riders participating, 1 million 
miles of the goal of 1.5 million miles have been pedaled so far.  Every mile helps the Fox Valley 
contingent get closer to winning the national challenge, right now they are in second place.  Fox Valley 
residents who are interested in participating can head to our website we are green bay dot com to sign up 
before September 30th.  
 
Local 5 News at 5   9/22/15 
2:21  Two  local communities are dealing with cases of viral meningitis, Green Bay and Coleman.  Last 
week, 5 year old Jack Natzke died of complications from the infection.  Now, there are more cases at his 
school building in Green Bay, one confirmed case and one suspected case.  The students impacted 



 

 

attend our Saviour Lutheran pre-school.  It's in the same building as Trinity Lutheran School where Jack 
went.  Doctors say that the virus that can lead to meningitis spreads easily; however most people only 
develop cold and flu symptoms.  The majority of cases of viral meningitis are very mild, most of them go 
undiagnosed. So how do parents know when it is more serious?  When a cold or flu becomes 
uncomfortable or different or worse, then make a call to your pediatrician.  Doctor’s stress this is not a 
time to panic, they always see a spike in viral meningitis in the fall.  There are some easy steps to take to 
avoid passing on any virus including the ones that can cause meningitis, you can find the tips on we are 
green bay dot com.  The Coleman school district is taking extra precautions today after receiving word of 
a suspected case of meningitis.  Classes were cancelled this morning to make sure potentially exposed 
rooms were cleaned properly.  School officials say the plan is to resume classes tomorrow morning. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   9/29/15 
2:22  Several more cases of viral meningitis have been found in northeast Wisconsin.  Viral meningitis is 
rarely fatal, but concerns over the disease have grown as the number of cases in the area has increased.  
Viral meningitis is the most common form of meningitus and it usually spreads during the late summer 
and early autumn seasons.  But with proper hygiene practices at home and school health officials say it 
can be avoided.  By covering your coughs and sneezes, washing your hands regularly, and staying home 
if you're sick can all help decrease the spread of the virus.  Just taking those standard precautions like 
with any virus is the most important thing people can do to prevent illness.  Some schools have cancelled 
classes because of this virus, but health officials say that may not be completely necessary.  Although 
viral meningitis can be serious, most people exposed to it will not become sick.  Less than 1% of the 
cases have severe complications from viral meningitis. 
 
Housing – topics covered under this issue include: a Village’s revitalization displaces apartment 
residents; residents object to a new facility that will house released felons in their neighborhood; an online 
scam that uses homes listed for sale as rental properties; a program has high school students build 
homes for needy families. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/23/15 
1:54  Tonight was the first time officials sat down with worried Ashwaubenon residents who are having to 
find a new place to live after the village bought their apartment buildings and is planning on tearing them 
down.  The village bought apartments on William Charles Court and Marvelle Lane, giving many residents 
just 6 months to find a new place to live.  Residents wanted answers and to discuss living options 
including extending the time frame for which they have to move out of their current housing.  Village 
President, Mike Aubinger, says he sympathizes with the residents and that the board is looking at what 
they can do to make the relocation process as positive as possible.  For now, the possibility of options is 
easing the minds of residents who may soon have to move.  Now the village has no intention of staying in 
the landlord business.  Once the old apartments are demolished, they'll bring in a developer.  The project 
is expected to cost around 6 million dollars. 
 
Local 5 News at 5  8/6/15 
2:03  Recently released felons would be housed in a new facility that's planned for the city of Shawano.  
Although neighbors have objected, city officials say their hands are tied.  A little known law could allow 
facilities like this in any neighborhood in the state.  Neighbors surrounding Union Street in Shawano are 
concerned about a plan to convert a duplex into a temporary home for recently released felons including 
sex offenders.  The city received a petition trying to stop the facility, but says state statutes tie their 
hands.  Shawano city council was able to deny a similar facility last year because it was too close to the 
house which provides transitional housing.  Shawano’s sex offender ordinance stops them from living 
within 1,500 feet of a place where kids gather.  The Union Street location has a nearby park, library and 
Shawano rec. center.  However the ordinance has an exception: if the sex offender is under electronic 
surveillance and lives in a department of corrections facility.  The city can review and shut down the 
Union Street facility after 11 months, if it is found that they become a danger or hazard to the community. 
The state expects the project to be finalized within the next 2 weeks.  Residents are now hoping to 
convince the Department of Corrections to consider purchasing a different property.  They are suggesting 
5 acres for sale right next to the probation and parole office. 
 



 

 

Local 5 News at 10   8/17/15 
1:51  A warning to renters in the Fox Valley about a housing scam now targeting the area.  It involves 
fake online postings offering homes for rent at unbelievable prices.  Online real estate postings are 
sending renters to homes like this one, there's only one problem it’s for sale, not for rent.  Here’s how it 
works, scammers copy legitimate real estate postings, and offer them online for low monthly prices. 
Renters are told to act quickly and send money electronically.  When they show up to get the keys they're 
out of luck.  Any deposit that's been paid by the renter is now lost.  It’s happened numerous times in 
Appleton in the past month alone, including twice at homes listed by Valerie Hall.  Hall says real estate 
agents will never send someone to your home without telling you ahead of time.  For potential renters, 
she says sending money before you've seen the home is a bad idea.  The Better Business Bureau says it 
is aware of this scam.  They recommend reporting fraudulent listings on the website it’s posted on. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   9/23/15 
1:53  For more than a decade, high school students in the Appleton area school district have helped build 
affordable housing for needy families.  The students signed up thinking it would be cool to build a home, 
but many of them are interested in jobs in construction.  So between now and the completion of the house 
in May, students will work over 3 hours a day Monday through Friday during 2 class periods. There are 
also volunteers from Bemis Company helping with the build as a way to give back.  However, the guy 
leading this project is a school teacher who actually has experience building homes.  This teacher wants 
to leave the students with a skill and knowledge base that they can use to take care of their own home.  
The plumbing and electrical in the home will not be done by students; instead, professionals are called in 
for those jobs. 
 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: a free life jacket loaner program; a Village changes 
rules to help thin deer population in residential areas; the DOT runs a social media campaign to remind 
drivers of the move over law. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   7/30/15 
2:01 If you're planning on going out on the water, but do not have life jackets, there are free services 
available to keep you and your family safe.  The Wisconsin DNR and other partners started a program 
called "Kids Don't Float" which is a life jacket loaner system.  If you're going out on the water and need a 
life jacket, you can borrow one from a designated bin.  Eleven bins like this are placed across northeast 
Wisconsin.  There are also businesses along water ways that have their own life vest program.  Programs 
like this are focused on keeping people safe on the water and donations from boaters helps to keep the 
bin full.  The water can be a dangerous place that is why everyone needs to be safe.  When you're done 
using the life jacket, all you’ve got to do is hang it on the hook to dry and it will be ready for someone else 
to use next time.  The life jackets are available to everyone, not just children, and the DNR plans on 
adding 20 more stations in Wisconsin by the end of this year. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   8/4/15 
1:59  A growing deer herd has a local village changing the rules for bow hunting in residential areas, it's 
all part of an effort to thin the herd.  It was just last year that Ashwaubenon and several other Brown 
County communities did an aerial survey of deer populations.  Now, village officials have taken steps to 
make it easier for select hunters to bag deer closer to homes.  The Village of Ashwaubenon is one of 
Brown County most attractive communities to live and shop.  But some residents are concerned that it's 
too attractive to some wildlife over the past 20 years.  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
estimates place Ashwaubenon’s deer herd at about 200 and growing.  Wisconsin Act 71 allows 
communities to set deer hunts within their boundaries.  That law allows hunters to harvest deer within 100 
yards of a residential dwelling.  Now the Ashwaubenon Village Board has tweaked its hunting ordinance, 
during this fall's bow hunt, deer can be taken much closer to a home.  Hunters just need to get people's 
permission to hunt within their own area if it's within 50 yards.  If neighboring property owners say no, bow 
hunters will have to try and harvest deer away from that home.  Hunters are also restricted in how they 
shoot.  They must shoot in a downward motion.  Most municipalities have that in their ordinance as a 
safety factor so arrows don't hit something they're not supposed to hit.  The hunt will be evaluated early 
next year to see whether a special nuisance deer hunt is needed to further thin the herd. 
 



 

 

Local 5 News at 10   9/21/15 
2:24  The State Department of Transportation wants more drivers to pay attention to the state's move 
over law.  It requires drivers to move over or slow down when they approach people on the side of the 
road.  Law enforcement officers, highway maintenance crews, tow truck operator’s work on the side of 
roads every day within just a few feet of fast moving traffic.  And when drivers don't obey the move over 
law the consequences can be deadly.  The Wisconsin Department of Transportation wants to remind 
drivers that they must comply with the state's move over law.  The D.O.T. is doing that with a series of 
Facebook videos and by using the hashtag move over, in its new social media campaign.  The D.O.T. 
videos feature people like Winnebago County Highway Commissioner, Ernest Winters who has 
experienced first-hand the devastating effects of crashes involving move over law violations.  If people 
don't move over and they go by at 70 plus miles per hour, your car completely moves, it shakes, that's 
why you can really tell when someone either slows down or they don't.  If you violate the move over law 
you can be ticketed.  Facebook and Twitter users can take a short survey from the D.O.T. to help expand 
their awareness and understanding of the law.  For a link to that, head to our website we are green bay 
dot com.  
 
Transportation – topics covered under this issue include: city and businesses work to provide safe 
transportation in industrial park; Packers and Green Bay provide free bus transportation for tourists; all 16 
Fox River locks are finally open after years of restoration; DNR closes one lock due to the discovery of an 
invasive fish; new Wrightstown bridge opens; and state budget cuts delay local highway expansion jobs. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   7/2/15 
2:02  The walk to work can be dangerous for those who have jobs in the Neenah industrial park because 
there are no sidewalks.  Now, a new program is making it easier for workers to get to their jobs safely. 
Some employees that work for different companies in the Neenah industrial park have to be very careful 
when walking to and from work toward the nearest bus stop; traffic and no sidewalks makes their trips 
dangerous.  Business leaders got together with local lawmakers and Valley Transit to see if they could 
help out the workers.  They came up with a plan for an employee shuttle and expect to provide about 7 
hundred rides a week.  The shuttle will be free for employees at Menasha Corp., Plexus and Neenah 
Foundry and will serve the shift times at the plants.  Because it's a pilot program, Valley Transit has 
contracted Kobussen Bus lines to provide the service.  The pilot program kicks off on Monday morning 
and they will reevaluate it at the end of the year. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   7/20/15 
2:16  Travel between the stadium district and downtown Green Bay just got a bit easier for Packers fans 
visiting the area.  Thanks to something called the G-Line, a bus route that started running in recent days.  
Six days a week, the G-Line travels between Cabela’s and the Green Bay Transit Center.  Carrying 
tourists past numerous attractions and businesses all free of charge.  For the next 2 months the  Packers 
and the city of Green Bay  have teamed up to give visitors transportation between Lambeau Field and 
Green Bay's downtown.  The G-Line passes 33 restaurants and 5 major attractions; just pull the cord and 
get off anytime you want and get back on anytime you want for free.  Mayor Schmitt says the two have 
talked about the idea for a while.  “We’re both in this 50-50 because we can both benefit greatly.  We’re 
going to monitor this; if it works we'll continue this program.”  The buses will run Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m.  The bus route had a soft opening last 
Thursday.  The city and Packers plan to hold a joint press conference very soon to get the word out 
ahead of training camp. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   8/25/15 
2:00 For the first time in 30 years, all 16 locks along the Fox River are now open.  Officials held a public 
ceremony this afternoon celebrating the 14 million dollar effort.  In the 1980's, the locks were closed, as 
federal funding dried up.  It would be 20 years later that restoration began with a simple goal in mind. 
The intention was to replicate it the way it was built 150 years ago.  That meant replacing wood, while 
recycling concrete and metal, because the lock system is on the National Historic Registry, they had to 
put it back the way it was in the 1850's.  The final step in this decade long project is a boat lift near 
Wrightstown.  Officials hope to have that in place by 2017.  If you're curious, we're told the full trip from 
Lake Winnebago to Green Bay will take nearly a full day. 



 

 

 
Local 5 News at 6  9/4/15 
2:02  Boaters won't be able to use the Menasha lock to travel from Little Lake Butte des Morts to Lake 
Winnebago this weekend or any weekend until future notice.  The locks are shut down because the DNR 
is concerned about an invasive fish that could cause a lot of damage.  The Round Goby is an invasive 
fish that has found its way in the waterway at Island Park in Neenah.  A fisherman caught one below the 
Neenah dam earlier this week.  It’s a non-native fish that came into the Great Lakes sometime probably in 
the early 1990’s.  It’s a bottom feeder that eats fish eggs and that could have a negative impact on the 
game fish population.  The DNR doesn't want the Round Goby getting into Lake Winnebago, so they 
asked the Fox River Navigational System Authority to close the Menasha lock until future notice.  To 
protect that area by not allowing a pathway for them and that's the reason for closing the locks.  The Fox 
River Navigational System Authority understands how much of an inconvenience closing the lock is, 
especially on Labor Day weekend, but they say it's necessary and they want to remind boaters to clean 
off the bottom of their boats when moving them from one body of water to another.  If you happen to 
catch a Round Goby or several, save one for the DNR and destroy the others, don't release it back into 
the water.  The locks in Appleton, Cedars, Little Kaukauna, Little Rapids and De Pere are all still open. 

 
Local 5 News at 12  9/16/15 
1:29  The Wrightstown bridge is finally open to the public.  Work on the nearly 19 million dollar project 
began back in August of 2014.  Locals say it's been a long time coming, the new bridge opened to the 
public this morning connecting one side of town to the other.  The new bridge lies adjacent to the old 
bridge, and is nearly 4 times as long.  It's a lot wider so now farm equipment will be able to go across and 
not cut off traffic.  Crews will be closing and removing the old bridge starting in December, they expect 
that part of the project to take 2 months.  The Project Director say the pedestrian access on the new 
bridge will be finished by early December; it is one of the last steps in completing the project.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   9/29/15 
2:35  Contrary to what local lawmakers told us weeks ago, the Department of Transportation said today 
that a handful of traffic projects around the state will be delayed by at least 2 years due to a lack of 
funding and several of them are in our area.  Those delayed projects include rebuilding Highway 15 in 
Outagamie County between Greenville and New London.  Completing work on Highway 23 between 
Fond du Lac and Sheboygan, and the one that impacts the most drivers is the Highway 10/441 project in 
the Fox Cities.  However, construction on the Roland Kampo Bridge will continue as planned.  The D.O.T. 
has delayed 3 future portions of the 441 project.  Those include the Oneida interchange, the Highway 41 
interchange, and work along the main line.  The project is now scheduled for completion in 2021, original 
plans called for completion by 2019.  The announcement came as a surprise to local legislators who were 
under the impression the project would not be delayed.  
 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Children: Shriners Hospital – Love is helping; Autism – Autism speaks. 
Community Issues: FEMA – Emergency Preparedness; Feeding America – Hunger Prevention; Mediation 

Center- Litigation & Justice. 
Diversity: Ad Council – Love has no labels. 
Education: Junior Achievement – Empower. 
Environment: U. S. Forest Service - Discovering Nature. 
Health: Am Heart Association-Stroke Awareness. 
Military: Wounded Warriors Support Group; National Guard-Serve, Citizen Soldier, and Making a 

Difference; WI Nat. Guard – Citizen Soldier 
Relationships: Nat. Responsible Fatherhood Council-Fatherhood; Humane Society of Am. – Pet 

Adoption; Future Without Violence – Domestic Violence Prevention. 
Safety: Nat. Highway Traffic Safety Administration-Texting & Driving, and Buzzed Driving; USDA-Food 

Safety; Center for American Progress – Sexual Assault Prevention; WI DOT – Bike Safety, and 
Texting & Driving. 

Tourism: WI Dept. of Tourism – Travel Wisconsin, and Fall Travel 


