
 

 

WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
October 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015 

 
WFRV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the fourth quarter of 2015:  
 
Charity/Non-profit 
Education 
Employment 
Government (Local)  
Health/Healthcare 
Transportation 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News at 4:00 Monday-Friday 4:00-5:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Friday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Business & Industry – topics covered under this issue include: shipping containers innovatively used as 
structures; craft beer breweries growing in the area and state; and small local manufactures supplying 
parts to defense contractors. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   10/26/15 
2:16  When you think of structurally sound, modern homes and businesses you probably aren't thinking 
about shipping containers.   Douglas Larson and his team at MODS International are building state of the 
art structures from shipping containers.  MODS stand for modular on demand structure, and are used for 
anything from homes and offices, to retail stores and event displays.  MODS actually formed shortly after 
the devastation of Hurricane Katrina.  Larson was there rebuilding when he saw the need for fast, safe, 
temporary structures.  The structural integrity is number one, number two is speed.  They build it here in a 
controlled environment then ship it out and bolt it together.  You can check out MODS International for 
yourself at their headquarters in Appleton, just head to our website for more information at we are green 
bay dot com 
 
Local 5 News at 10   10/29/15 
4:22  Green Bay is fast becoming Wisconsin’s craft beer capital.  Titletown and Hinterland opened in the 
mid 1990's bringing brewing back to the Green Bay area.  Beer is in the roots of this community, the 
longest running brewery, Rahr Brewery, opened in 1866 and closed in 1966.  The community was home 
to many small breweries through the decades, but now with craft beer climbing in popularity we are once 
again seeing a surge in suds.  Stillmank and Badger State Brewing tested the theory opening tap rooms 
in Green Bay.  Wisconsin went from 90 craft breweries in 2013 to roughly 130 today including some still in 
the planning stage. That includes the team from Copper Rock Coffee shops. They're expanding beyond 
beans to brew beer under the name "Copper State".  They'll take over the Hinterland facility when that 
brewery moves to the new Titletown District by Lambeau Field.  Despite the local boom, Wisconsin ranks 
13th nationally when it comes to craft breweries per capita.  For established craft companies, that means 
getting their product on more Wisconsin shelves and taps.  Brewers have found a partner in Senator 
Tammy Baldwin.  She is working in reducing some of the excise tax burden.  Producers also want more 
flexibility when it comes to their tap rooms.  Though the current state budget paved the way for Wisconsin 
wineries to sell beer, the law does not work in reverse.  Though local brewers believe craft beer has not 
reached its peak, they do expect to see some breweries close in the years ahead.  Industry experts say 



 

 

the surge in craft suds is shifting the state back to an old recipe for success and revitalizing main street in 
the process.  Wisconsin has some very complex alcohol laws.  One of the most confusing has to do with 
the difference between a brewpub and a brewery.  Basically if you want to serve food, liquor and beer you 
can only produce 10 thousand barrels a year.  A handful of breweries established before 2011 were 
grandfathered in.  These laws have been around since prohibition to prevent monopolies and keep the 
people who make, distribute and sell beer separate, but brewers say it does prevent some growth.  Go to 
we are green bay dot com for a list of all of northeast Wisconsin breweries. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   11/9/15 
4:26 The U. S. plans to spend just over 590 billion dollars for national defense for fiscal 2016.  Nearly 120 
billion of that will go towards purchases of new weapons and other equipment.  Some smaller firms in our 
area will indirectly get part of those defense dollar.  Their size, equipment and locations are very attractive 
to defense subcontractors.  The launch of a new Littorial combat ship by Marinette Marine is a cause for 
celebration.  So are new military vehicle contracts for Oshkosh Corporation.  After all both companies are 
major employers.  However there are small Wisconsin companies that can make simple components for 
these manufactures.  M-C Manufacturing supplies Marinette Marine. And Marion Body Works makes 
some components for Oshkosh Corporation’s commercial and military customers.  M-C-L Engineered 
Solutions of Pulaski makes control assemblies for various military contractors.  Both Marion Body Works 
and M-C-L companies now employ hundreds of people thanks to quality reputations in defense industry 
circles.  The biggest advantage that small shops offer defense companies and their contractors is 
flexibility.   An order comes in and within 24-hours, a week at most, parts are made and ready for 
shipment. Some small subcontractors offer their engineering expertise of their employees, so customers 
can get more than just what they initially want.  The small firms we spoke with say northeast Wisconsin 
and the fox cities manufacturing is aided by the technical college system.  It provides trained employees 
who are ready to tackle project from the time they're hired. 
 
Charity/Non-profit – topics covered under this issue include: a new food bank opens in the fox valley 
area; Red Cross donations are down; a new homeless shelter opens in Shawano; and the Fox cities 
Salvation Army’s Toy Shop is a big hit with the kids and volunteers. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   10/29/15 
2:11  A new food bank has opened in the fox cities, Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin.  The 40,000 
square foot warehouse houses about a million to a million and a half pounds of food at any given time.  
On a daily basis fresh food is trucked in from area farmers and businesses, and then trucked out to those 
in need.  There are freezers for items that need to be kept cold and shelves for water and other items.  
There is an online menu that food pantries can order from and it can go out the door shortly thereafter. 
There are a few paid employees in the warehouse; most of the work is done by more than 100 volunteers 
every day.   There’s an open house at the Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin this Saturday from 10 to 
2, it's located at 2911 West Evergreen Drive in Appleton. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   10/30/15 
2:02 Donations to the Red Cross are dropping off.   The charity experienced a 32% decrease in 
contributions last year, according to a new survey.  The Red Cross also fell from 9th to 21st place among 
the nation's best supported non-profits.  Each year our local chapter helps roughly 200 families get back 
on their feet, after disasters like a fire.  The Red Cross also provides food and water to firefighters when 
they can't leave a scene.  That's why the Red Cross needs money now; to prepare for the what if's in life.  
Ninety percent of the Red Cross workforce doesn't get a paycheck, and they also need people to continue 
rolling up their sleeves.  The Red Cross provides more than 40% of our nation’s blood supply.  They're 
just hoping people don't wait for disaster to strike before opening their wallets.  
 
Local 5 News at 10   11/14/15 
2:00 To help those who are homeless, a new seasonal emergency shelter is opening in Shawano. 
It's named Sam 25 which stands for Shawano Area Matthew 25.  The shelter will house 15 men, women 
and children per night on a first come first serve basis.  The guests will receive a hot meal and breakfast 
before leaving.  Shawano is a community of just under 10,000 people and nearly 2,000 are homeless and 
in need of a place to stay.  The shelter is the old Shawano Municipal Utilities building.  Pretty much all the 



 

 

furniture was donated and so was a lot of labor to get the place up to code. There was a Shawano Area 
Community Foundation matching grant so was matched dollar for dollar up to $50,000.  Sam's house 
opens officially on Sunday evening at 5 pm. They will need a lot of help to keep this place running so 
donations are always welcome. 
 
Local 5 News at 4   12/18/15 
1:41 Thousands of kids in northeast Wisconsin will get quite the surprise this Christmas and it's all thanks 
to the Salvation Army's Christmas Toy Shop.  The Salvation Army of the Fox Cities has been serving the 
region for over 90 years and the annual Christmas Toy Shop to help kids in need is a volunteer favorite.   
Ten thousand toys have been donated by business and community individuals and will be given out to 
1,900 households including 4,400 children in the fox valley over the next three days.  Up to 40 thousand 
dollars in donations made today will be matched by fifteen different charitable funds from the fox valley 
region. 
 
Education – topics covered under this issue include: Fox Valley Technical College builds its first 
dormitory for students; a fake e-mail try’s to scam Little Chute High School; and at risk teens get 
encouragement from Packers players. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   10/23/15 
2:03  Fox Valley Technical College is making a move to attract more students by offering dormitory living. 
Starting next year, students can live on-campus in a four story facility that will house more than 260 
students.  More than 10,000 students study at Fox Valley Tech and over 300 of them are from other 
countries.  While most students currently find housing off campus, those that opt for these new dorm 
rooms will pay about 500 dollars a month; utilities and cable TV all included and the dorms provide even 
more options.  Each of the suites has 3 single bedrooms and 1 double and the cost structure is different 
depending on which one students prefer.  There are two bathrooms, one on each end of the suite, and 
then common living space of kitchen and common dining area.  Once this project is complete, the 
complex will be known as Tech Village.  The school has partnered with a local development group that 
will operate the facility.  Residents can live in the dorms all year round, making it an easy transition option 
for military veterans trying to get training and a new civilian career.  The facility is expected to be 
completed by mid-July 
 
Local 5 News at 10   11/2/15 
2:05  Tonight a fox valley school district is confirming a potential breach of its e-mail system.  Hundreds of 
people in the Little Chute area received a fake e-mail from the high school principal this morning, 
prompting numerous calls to the school and district office.  The e-mail said the principal was in trouble 
and needed money. Administrators have confirmed it was a scam, now they're trying to figure out how it 
happened.  The email said Principal Dan Valentyn was stuck in Cyprus needing urgent help after 
misplacing his phone and money.  Monday afternoon, Valentyn confirmed his e-mail had been hacked. 
He believes that e-mail was sent to everyone he ever contacted prompting numerous calls to the school 
and district office.  Police do not believe this was a prank by a student.  If that turns out to be the case 
they say appropriate action will be taken. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   12/15/15 
2:03  At risk teens enrolled in a program aimed at making them responsible citizens got some advice 
today from some football heroes.  The encouragement came from Packers players who've overcome 
much to get where they are today.  In a packed room at the Lambeau Field Atrium, Packers Datone 
Jones tells troubled teens from the Wisconsin Challenge Academy that he's been there too. 
According to Jones, ”Everyone I knew was either going to jail at an early age for using, or selling drugs, in 
gangs, shot, or committing murder.”  But Jones overcame those roadblocks through his attitude and effort 
and found success in the NFL.  The students are all enrolled in a 5 month program based at Ft. McCoy 
where at risk teens get a second chance to earn a high school diploma.  They listened to stories of hard 
work told by professional athletes who too have been challenged.  Stories shared to motivate these teens 
to stay focused on their goals.  The Packers have partnered with Challenge Academy for over a decade. 
 
Employment – topics covered under this issue include: Local union strikes at the Kohler Company. 



 

 

 
Local 5 News at 4   11/16/15 
1:52  A couple of thousand union workers at the Kohler plant are on strike and are showing their 
frustration by picketing.   It's a stance taken by thousands of Kohler Company workers who are part of the 
United Auto Workers Union Local 833. Ninety four percent of Local 833 voted 'no' on the acceptance of a 
new 3 year contract for employees saying the 2 tier wage system is more than unfair.  Employees say 
new workers are hired on what they call "tier b", meaning they're paid about 65% of what older employees 
make.  Employees say the current 2 tier wage system must go, but that there is also another issue, the 
most recent health care plan.  The premiums continue to go up but the plans have a lesser value than 
what was offered in the past, there are higher deductibles, higher out of pockets, and higher co-
insurance.  Union members who work at the plant will be picketing all day long, and expect to be there all 
week.  The Kohler Company released a statement over the weekend saying in part "a work stoppage like 
this will unfortunately cost our associates and can negatively influence our desire to grow jobs in this 
location."  For the full statement head to our website we are green bay dot com 
 
Government (Local) – topics covered under this issue include: two law enforcement departments set to 
share new facility; hotel room tax agreement gets the green light; and residents are asked on how to 
spend tax refund to village. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   10/27/15 
1:46  The Outagamie County Sheriff's Department is set to move out of downtown Appleton.  By a 
unanimous vote, the county board backed a resolution tonight paving the way for a joint facility between 
the Sheriff's Department and the State Patrol.  After months of debate, the Outagamie County Sheriff's 
Department will receive a new home away from downtown Appleton and closer to major highways.  The 
location has not been decided but County Executive Tom Nelson is offering this plot of land for free if the 
state is willing to build a joint facility.  Last week, Governor Scott Walker voiced his support for the project. 
Estimates put the cost of a new facility at roughly 5 million dollars.  That cost could change based on how 
much assistance the state provides.  The move would also free up space for the family court program and 
district attorney.  The county has set a February 29th deadline to hear back from the state on a joint 
facility. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   10/28/15 
1:48  The Appleton Common Council has taken a major step forward regarding a proposed downtown 
exhibition center.  The Council voted tonight in favor of a hotel room tax agreement; a necessary step to 
fund the project.  After months of debate, the Appleton Common Council has approved a room tax 
resolution; a 12 to 2 vote provided the strongest support yet for a downtown exhibition center.  The 
council had just 1 week to review major changes; imposing a 10% room tax on hotels in 10 different 
municipalities; 3% will fund the expo center and 1% funding sports tourism.  All 10 municipalities must 
now approve the agreement by November 30

th
.   The city of Appleton must also reach a hotel 

management agreement with the Radisson Paper Valley. 
  
Local 5 News at 6   11/17/15 
1:59  The Village of Allouez and other Brown County communities will share a 17.6 million dollar refund 
that was generated by the stadium tax.  And in just about 30-minutes, residents will have a chance to 
share their thoughts on how Allouez's share should be spent.  The renovations to Lambeau Field are now 
paid in full, so the state of Wisconsin is returning nearly 18 million dollars in excess sales tax revenue 
collected by Brown County.  The Village of Allouez will get 719,000 dollars of that.  Now the Village Board 
is now looking for public comment on what to do with the money.  Some residents say use it to make 
other services more affordable.  Debt retirement and economic development were among the 
suggestions when legislation was being adopted to return excess tax monies.  Village officials have also 
looked at an expanded facade improvement program and installing village limits signs along Riverside 
Drive.  But some residents suggest a "rainy day" fund.  Still others suggest taking care of some basic 
needs and expanding recreation opportunities.  The public hearing is set for 6:30pm at the Village Hall at 
1900 Libal Street, so you still have time to get there to share your idea. 
 



 

 

Health/Healthcare – topics covered under this issue include: breast screening guidelines are changed; 
entertainment center opens a sensory safe zone room; and the film Concussion is discussed with former 
and present Packers players. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   10/20/15 
2:08  Significant change has been announced by the American Cancer Society when it comes to breast 
cancer screenings.  It's been 12 years since the ACS changed its guidelines on when women should get 
a mammogram.  Now according to a new study, screenings for most can start later in life.  For many 
years, the American Cancer Society had recommended that women starting at age 40 get an annual 
mammogram. Tuesday, that advice changed.  The change was based on science, and the science was 
not there to support mammograms at an earlier age.  The new guidelines say women at average risk of 
breast cancer can start annual mammograms at age 45 instead of age 40.  And beginning at age 55 they 
should get a mammogram every 2 years.  These new guidelines mean 3 different medical groups now 
recommend 3 different ages for starting mammograms.  Some also fear insurance companies may now 
decide not to cover early mammograms.  ACS believes mammograms remain the best way to detect 
breast cancer at an earlier age.  These are only guidelines, and women should always speak with their 

doctor about when to begin annual mammograms. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   11/12/15 
2:10  Families with autistic children who attend Resch Center events sometimes find themselves having 
to calm down their kids,  but now the Resch Center is offering a “haven" to help.  Bright lights, goal sirens 
are among the aspects people will encounter at Resch Center events.  Most kids can handle that just fine, 
but those can also trigger emotional outburst in youngsters with emotional disorders.  So the Resch 
Center is offering a unique way to help those families out.  For those with autism or other emotional 
disorders, some aspects of the events can be emotionally overwhelming.  PMI Entertainment, which 
operates the Resch Center, is offering a place that can help parents of autistic kids calm and manage 
outbursts.  A "sensory safe zone" is now available.  The room offers sunglasses and ear protectors that 
can help those affected by bright lights and loud noises.  There’s also soft flooring, bean bag chairs and 
other furnishings that promote a soothing sensation.  The "sensory safe zone" can also help parents to be 
proactive before events and not just reactive.  This is the first accommodation for families and their 
children at a public arena in Wisconsin.  It will be available when Sesame Street Live, Disney On Ice and 
Marvel Universe Live come to town. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   12/23/15 
2:46  On Christmas day, the much anticipated movie 'Concussion' opens nationwide.  It's based on the 
true story of the doctor who discovered a degenerative brain disease in football players and the battle he 
faced to make the information public.  Local 5 News spoke with Aaron Rodgers and former running back 
Ahman Green, who both said they're happy the film is coming out and with the way the league is now 
handling players' head injuries.  Christmas day football and film fans will get a dramatized look at how a 
forensic pathologist discovered chronic traumatic encephalopathy or CTE in the brains of deceased NFL 
players including Rhinelander high school graduate and Hall of Famer Mike Webster.  The film also 
features the NFL's resistance to the doctor's findings and how the league used to handle players' head 
injuries. Ahman Green, the Packers all-time leading rusher says that just a decade ago league protocol 
for head injuries was significantly different.  Green says he's pleased the film 'Concussion' is coming out 
so that fans and parents of players know the risks of the game.  “It's going to definitely bring up more 
questions but, it's good because it's something that needs to be out there.”  A sentiment Aaron Rodgers 
agrees with. “A movie like this can just continue to raise awareness about how important it is to protect 
young people and also us in general from unnecessary shots to the head."  Since the CTE research 
became public knowledge, the NFL has settled lawsuits with former players, changed practice and play 
policies to increase safety and invested millions in safety and research for all levels of play.  It's 
something Bellin Health Athletic Trainer Mark Husen says he's seen change the sport significantly during 
his 20 years of practice.  Green also mentioned to make sure that if you're a parent that your child's coach 
is USA football certified, that means the coach knows how to detect a concussion and knows the proper 
way to coach children so they are less likely to get injured.  
 



 

 

Transportation – topics covered under this issue include: street closure proposal that would affect 
commerce and tourism is looked into for Sturgeon Bay; roundabouts and semi’s cautions; and higher 
speeds and higher crashes appear not to be linked in the state. 
 
Local 5 News at 5   10/20/15 
1:57  A major expansion for Bay Shipbuilding will bring more jobs to Sturgeon Bay, but it will also change 
part of the city's traffic flow.  Bay Shipbuilding will take over the soon to be vacated Palmer-Johnson 
Yachts facilities.  But to make operations more efficient, Bay Shipbuilding wants to close the section of 
First Avenue running between the two companies and create one, large, inclusive shipyard.  A section of 
Jefferson Street would also be closed.  That would eliminate a regular travel route for visitors.  Combining 
the two ship yards would allow for more efficient movement of equipment, material and workers.  And the 
Mayor and local business say giving up such a small portion of roadway is ok when it creates new 
economic opportunities.  Bay Shipbuilding presented the proposal to vacate the streets at the City Council 
meeting this afternoon.  City officials will study the plan, make recommendations and hold public hearings 
at a later date. 
 
Local 5 News at 10   10/26/15 
2:02  Word of caution from the Wisconsin DOT tonight, be extra careful when traveling through a 
roundabout especially when sharing the road with semi-trucks.  According to the DOT, in the last decade 
there have been at least 10 plus semis that have tipped over in roundabouts.  Speed is always part of it, 
the other factor is load shifting.  Drivers also need to learn not to drive next to semis.  They try to beat a 
truck through and that's what causes accidents.  Semis require more room to turn as they move through 
roundabouts.  If you are going slow and select the correct lane you shouldn't have any problem.  
Following the rules will keep everyone safe and traffic flowing.  The speed limit in a roundabout is 15 
miles per hour. 
 
Local 5 News at 6   11/13/15 
1:28  More people are dying in car crashes on Wisconsin roadways.  Some think the higher highway 
speed is the reason.  The speed limit was increased to 70 mph on interstate highways this summer. 
 And the number of deaths on roadways across the state have risen, however the Wisconsin State Patrol 
says you can't link the two.  Wisconsin is one of 36 states that are experiencing an increase in fatalities 
right now.  Other factors have to be considered such as distracted driving and the number of vehicles 
miles traveled has increased this year.  So far, 482 people have died on Wisconsin roadways.  That’s up 
from 416 last year and we still have a month and a half to go.  The State Patrol says drivers should 
maintain safe distances especially for trucks.   

 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Children: Autism – Autism speaks. 
Community Issues: FEMA – Emergency Preparedness; Feeding America – Hunger Prevention; WFRV 

and Mediation Center initiative- Litigation & Justice. 
Diversity: Ad Council – Love has no labels. 
Education: Junior Achievement – Empower. 
Environment: U. S. Forest Service - Discovering Nature. 
Health: Am Heart Association-Stroke Awareness. 
Military: Wounded Warriors Support Group; National Guard-Serve, Citizen Soldier, and Making a 

Difference. 
Relationships: Humane Society of Am. – Pet Adoption; Future Without Violence – Domestic Violence 

Prevention. 
Safety: Nat. Highway Traffic Safety Administration-Texting & Driving, and Buzzed Driving; USDA-Food 
Safety; WFRV drunk driving prevention initiative Project Roadblock – Buzz Driving and Don’t Drink and 
Drive. 
Tourism: WI Dept. of Tourism – Fall Travel 


