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CURRENT EVENTS 

July 12- Lincoln Cemetery in Montgomery, Alabama was established in 1907 as 
a commercial cemetery for African Americans. More than a century later, 
vandalism and neglect have left the cemetery with open graves and missing 
bones. Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie Martin reports on how volunteers are 
unraveling the secrets of Lincoln Cemetery. (4:17, ran 7:33 and 4:44)

July 16 - Trouble is brewing in Escambia County as local officials look to use a 
2009 Supreme Court decision to exact more tax dollars from the Poarch Band of 
Creek Indians. The tribe doesn’t understand why there’s a renewed interest in 
deals that have been on the books for years. As Alabama Public Radio’s Ryan 
Vasquez reports a recently opened casino and a down economy could be 
spurring the bad blood. (5:30, ran 7:33 and 4:44)

July 17 & 18- Authorities in Tuscaloosa are piecing together what led to a 
shooting at a downtown bar that left seventeen people injured.  Alabama Public 
Radio’s Maggie Martin brings us up to date on the incidents, which includes a 
confessed suspect and many answered questions. (Aired 4:44 on July 17, 3:08 
minutes) (Aired 7:35 on July 18, 3:06 minutes)



July 23- This week, more than 25-thousand people are gathering in Washington, 
D.C. for the 19th International Aids Conference. AIDS Alabama is attending the 
conference. It’s a non-profit organization that works to provide housing and 
supportive services for those with HIV/AIDS. APR’s Maggie Martin spoke with 
CEO Kathie Hiers says it’s the first time in more than twenty years that the U.S. 
will host the conference. (3:54, ran 6:33 and 8:33)

July 27 - Today starts the Alabama Families of Prisoners Conference in 
Birmingham. The two-day event was established to help families who are in need 
of resources and encouragement now that a family member is incarcerated. 
APR’s Ryan Vasquez spoke with Mary Kay Beard who’s coordinating the 
conference. She says inmate’s families serve time just as surely as the inmates 
do. (3:58 ran at 4:44)

Jul 30- The University of Alabama at Birmingham says a new federal program 
focused on disease prevention is having a positive impact on the region. The 
mid-south center of excellence in the elimination of disparities, or CEED, aims to 
close health care gaps in an area with high cancer rates. APR’s Maggie Martin 
spoke with Doctor Edward Partridge, former board chair of the American Cancer 
Society. He’s now the director of the UAB Comprehensive Cancer Center. He 
says of the 26-thousand people who will be diagnosed with cancer this year, ten-
thousand will die from the disease. (3:00, ran 7:35)

August 2 - Alabama's back to school tax-free holiday weekend starts Friday. 
While the holiday can be a boon for businesses and helps parent save a few 
dollars on things like pencils and book bags is it good tax policy? A new report 
from national think tank, The Tax Foundation says no. APR’s Ryan Vasquez 
spoke with Joseph Henchman, vice president for legal and state projects for The 
Tax Foundation. He says these kinds of holidays don't really offer that much tax 
relief. RV (4:44 ran at 4:44)

August 6—BAMA Champs Fighting for Brielle. Forty former members of the 1992 
Alabama Crimson Tide championship signed autographs and mingled with fans 
to support research into a rare ailment called Alexander’s disease. Derrick 
Warren’s two year daughter Brielle has the condition. Experts say even milder 
cases, like Brielle’s can be fatal by the age of ten.  APR’s Pat Duggins reports 
some of the former players credit Coach Stallings’ son Johnny with teaching 
them about children with special needs. Johnny had Downs’ syndrome, and both 
Copeland and Warren remember the impact knowing Johnny had on them as 
young men.  6:33, 8:33 (5:00) 



August 7th- Cremated remains are often scattered over a sight held sacred by the 
departed or stored in a place of honor amongst family.  As Alabama Public 
Radio’s Stan Ingold reports, there is a method of dealing with your loved one’s 
ashes offered by a south alabama company of a different caliber…(4:22, ran at 
7:33 and 4:44)

August 14 - According to Google over half of Alabama’s small businesses do not 
have a web presence. While some businesses may not see the need to have 
Internet storefront, Google and Intuit would like to change their mind. The 
companies are teaming for a project called Get your Business Online America. 
As Alabama Public Radio’s Ryan Vasquez reports the project is aimed at getting 
more small businesses online while eliminating many of the obstacles owners 
encounter in the process. (3:55 ran 7:35 and 4:44)

August 17 - The United States Commission on Civil Rights is in Birmingham 
today (August 17, 2012) to discuss the effects of the state's recently enacted 
immigration laws on the civil rights of individuals. The commission will mainly 
focus on the effects of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the case of Arizona's 
immigration law on other state's with similar legislation. APR’s Ryan Vasquez 
spoke with Mary Bauer, legal director at the Southern Poverty Law Center in 
Montgomery and one of the speakers at the hearing. She says the impact of 
Alabama's law has been far reaching. RV (4:38 ran 4:44)

August 28—Saving the Littlest Victims of Isaac. APR’s Pat Duggins reports The 
approach of Isaac put much of the northern Gulf coast on alert. Here in Alabama, 
the major concern was tropical storm force winds, the threat of spin up 
tornadoes, and flooding from storm surge. Homeowners in flood prone areas 
along Mobile Bay were placed under a voluntary evacuation order. But, not all 
residents with beach front property were able to move. Some were dug 
in…literally. 7:35, 8:35. (4:00) 

August 29- The 20-12 Paralympic Games in London kick off today and the 
University of Alabama is well represented in this year’s games. Seven athletes 
from UA’s Adapted Athletics program will compete in wheelchair basketball and 
wheelchair tennis. They’ll join more than 11-hundred others in the largest 
international sporting event for athletes with physical disabilities. APR’s Maggie 
Martin spoke with Ford Burttram, an assistant coach for men’s wheelchair 
basketball. He says being a disabled athlete himself, he knows what kind of 
challenges these competitors face. (3:22, ran 6:35 and 8:35)



August 31-- Two weekends a year Alabamians get the opportunity to hunt for 
alligators.  This is a sport that has grown over the past few years due to popular 
television programs like Swamp People and Gator Boys.  Alabama Public 
Radio’s Stan Ingold got a first-hand look at this growing sport…(4:37 ran at 7:33, 
4:44)

September 4—Alabama’s News President Sets Goals. The new president of the 
University of Alabama is settling in. APR’s Pat Duggins reports Dr. Guy Bailey 
officially took over as leader of the Tuscaloosa campus. Bigger enrollment and 
more research are just two of his goals. Dr. Bailey says the University’s 
engineering and science departments may soon be the focus of greater 
research. 7:35, 4:44 (4:30) 

September 4- Residents along the Gulf Coast are beginning to survey the 
damage left in Hurricane Isaac’s wake. Some University of Alabama research 
students are also assessing the impact of the storm. Four UA graduate students 
went to New Orleans and braced themselves against the high winds and heavy 
rains to measure wind speeds. They also interviewed evacuees to find out how 
accurately they were interpreting forecast information. APR’s Maggie Martin 
spoke with John Mason, one of the graduate students who went to New Orleans. 
He says he was eager for the opportunity to experience hurricane conditions first 
hand. (3:53, ran 7:33)

September 5 - It's football season and for many young athletes that means lots of 
practices and training to get in shape for the big game every week. It's also a 
prime time for these players to get injured. APR’s Ryan Vasquez spoke with 
Drew Ferguson, a licensed athletic trainer and Director of Sports Medicine at 
Children's Hospital of Alabama. While these young athletes aspire to play like 
their much older heroes on the college and professional levels, Ferguson says 
there are many differences in keeping younger athletes safer than their older 
counterparts. RV (3:57 ran at 4:44)

September 6- September is National Preparedness Month and Alabama officials 
are using the opportunity to connect residents with disaster agencies. Ready 
Alabama Day offers Alabamians a chance to see how federal and local agencies 
prepare for hurricanes, tornadoes and other emergencies. This year, the free 
event will be held on the campus of Jacksonville State University in east 
Alabama. APR’s Maggie Martin spoke with Jon Mason, director of Serve 
Alabama. He says it’s an opportunity for residents to meet officials with nearly 
fifty different agencies. (3:13, ran 7:35)



September 17-18 Alabamian’s head to the polls tomorrow to vote on a 
constitutional amendment that would take money out of a state trust fund to 
balance the state General Fund budget for three years. Supporters of the bill say 
it's necessary to prevent deep budget cuts to state agencies like corrections and 
Medicaid. But the opposition calls the amendment a diversion from true reform. 
Alabama Public Radio’s Ryan Vasquez has more on vote that will have an 
impact on the state for years to come. (4:44, ran 4:44 (9/17) 7:35 (9/18)

September 25- It’s just a few more weeks until U.S. voters cast their ballot for 
president. Both candidates have discussed several issues during their 
campaigns, including economic recovery. That’s an issue that resonates with 
residents in Alabama’s first congressional district, which includes Mobile. 
Agreements with Airbus and Austal USA over the summer are spurring economic 
development for the city. Troy Wayman is with Mobile’s Chamber of Commerce. 
He says Mobile has several advantages in economic development. (3:45, ran 
7:33)

ARTS AND CULTURE
 

August 16- The Alabama Musical Mecca of Muscle Shoals has played host to 
singers ranging from Percy Sledge, to Mac Davis, to the Osmond Brothers. 
Musicians and music fans gathered over the weekend in Franklin, Tennessee to 
pay homage to the Shoals sound. Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie Martin 
travelled to Franklin, just outside of Nashville to listen in. She files this report. 
(5:20, ran 7:33 and 4:44) 

September 7 - “Eating Alabama” is a documentary follows filmmaker Andrew 
Grace and his wife on a yearlong journey through eating only locally grown food. 
The movie is making its rounds on the film festival circuit having shown at the 
South by Southwest Festival in Texas and most recently at the Sidewalk Film 
Festival in Birmingham.  Now it’s set to show in Grace's backyard Sunday at the 
Bama Theate in Tuscaloosa. He says while making the film the story became 
more about where our food comes from. RV (4:29 ran at 4:44)



September 12- When people tend to think about the American Civil War, epic 
battles like Gettysburg and Shiloh can come to mind.  But, not all of the action 
during the “war between the states” happened on land. In fact, one notable battle 
took place underwater.  Alabama Public Radio’s Stan Ingold takes a look at the 
Alabama ties to the first successful combat submarine…(4:51, ran at 7:33, 4:44)

September 13- When you want to know about the world of ants, Doctor E. O. 
Wilson is the man to talk to. His expertise on insects led to his book On Human 
Nature which earned Wilson a Pulitzer Prize in 1979. Now, Doctor Wilson is 
turning his attention to his boyhood hometown, with his new book, Why We Are 
Here: Mobile and the Spirit of A Southern City. Doctor Wilson says he wanted the 
photos by photographer Alex Harris to convey the same Mobile he remembers as 
a child. (4:19, ran 7:33)


