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TUSCALOOSA TORNADO—ONE YEAR LATER

April 23-- This week marks one year since the tornadoes that tore through 
Alabama, killing over two hundred people and disrupting the lives of thousands 
of families. All week long on Alabama Public Radio, we'll revisit many of the 
people and places you heard from in the hours and days following the storm. 
APR news director Pat Duggins has this preview. (5:00) 7:33, 4:44

April 24-- All week on Alabama Public Radio, we're revisiting some of the 
people we spoke to in the days following the April 27th tornadoes and look at 
some of challenges ahead. Tuscaloosa wasn't the only city to suffer damage 
from the storms. The town of Phil Campbell was hit hard as well. A-P-R's Stan 
Ingold has been to Phil Campbell twice before following last April's tornadoes 
and he just finished a third trip to check on the little town with two names. 
(7:42)7:33AM,4:44PM

April 25--  All week long Alabama Public Radio has been looking back at the 
aftermath of the April 27th tornadoes that hit one year ago this Friday. The 
effects of violent weather are usually obvious, with damage to structures and 
even the very landscape. Alabama Public Radio's Stan Ingold reports, last 



year's tornadoes may have left a problem that can cause danger long after the 
winds died down. (5:01) 6:33:30 AM, 8:33:30AM

April 25-- All week long on Alabama Public Radio, the news department is 
revisiting the people we heard from in the hours and days following the April 
27th tornadoes that struck the state a year ago. Last night, the Tuscaloosa city 
council approved rezoning in the areas hit hard by the storm. Pending a final 
vote, this will set the city's rebuilding plan into full motion. APR's Pat Duggins 
takes us to the small town in Kansas which helped pioneer the "green" 
rebuilding ideas that may take root here.  (5:00) 7:33, 4:44

4/26/2012 
“The 4/27 Tornadoes Steve Miller, Then and Now”-This week marks one year 
since the tornadoes that tore through parts of Alabama, including Tuscaloosa. All 
week long on Alabama Pubic Radio, we'll revisit some of the people we spoke to 
in the hours following the storm, and look at some of the challenges ahead. That 
includes Steve Miller, who lost his home in Tuscaloosa's historic Hillcrest district. 
Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin spoke with Miller as he continues to pick 
up the pieces and rebuild his home and his life. (4:04) Aired 7:43AM and 4PM

4/27/2012 
“The 4/27 Tornadoes—Emotional Impact”
Today marks one year since the tornadoes that tore through parts of Alabama, 
including Tuscaloosa. Many storm victims have rebuilt their homes and 
businesses. But, for some Alabamians, the emotional impact of the storms 
happens over and over again every day. Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin 
reports on how survivors continue to cope one year later. (4:51) Aired 6:33:30AM 
and 8:33:30AM

4/27/2012

The 4/27 Tornadoes - Revisiting Alberta

Today marks one year since the deadly tornadoes that tore across Alabama on 
April 27th of 2011. We've been revisiting some of the people we spoke to in the 
hours following the deadly outbreak including residents of the Tuscaloosa 
community of Alberta. One year later home owners and area businesses are still 
attempting to rebuild their community. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez 

http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wual/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1924933


revisits Alberta a year after the historic tornado outbreak to find out how this 
community is making its way back. (4:52) Aired 7:33 AM and 4:44 PM

4/27/2012—APR Presents: “Winds of Change: One year since the Tuscaloosa 
tornado.” It was one year ago when tornadoes tore through Alabama, killing 
more than two hundred people. The Alabama Public Radio news team 
revisited many of the people and places you heard about in the hours and days 
following the storm. This includes Alberta, and Phil Campbell, which were both 
hard hit by the weather. APR also ventured to Greensburg, Kansas, which 
pioneered many of the "green" post-tornado rebuilding ideas Tuscaloosa may 
use in the future.  (30:00) 7 pm

5/02/2012

Limited Disaster Aid And Its Effect on Rebuilding Communities.

While 2011 will be memorable for many Alabamian's due to what happened on 
April 27th, it wasn't the only disaster that took place last year. Tornadoes, 
hurricanes, wildfires you name it struck the United States last year cutting the 
available disaster funding pie into ever slimmer pieces. As Alabama Public 
Radio's Ryan Vasquez reports, finding the necessary funds to rebuild post 
disaster is a little harder than it used to be. (4:28) Aired 7:33 AM and 4:44 PM

CURRENT EVENTS 

04/06/12

Lila Quintero Weaver On Her New Book and Ala.'s Immigration Law

Immigration is a hot button issue in Alabama and has conjured up memories of 
the Civil Rights movement of the 1960's. A new graphic novelization from Lila 
Quintero Weaver combines the two concepts. Darkroom: A Memoir in Black And 
White chronicles the Quinteros immigration from Argentina to Marion, Alabama in 
the early 60s right in the middle of the civil rights movement. Alabama Public 

http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wual/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1926016
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wual/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1919039


Radio's Ryan Vasquez had a chance to talk to Weaver about her book and the 
current immigration issue. (4:33) Aired 4:44 PM

5/04/2012
“Ready…Get Set…Vote!”
The starter's flag has already dropped to signal the beginning of this year's race 
for the White House. We used the imagery of a starter’s flag since the world of 
politics and NASCAR will meet here in Alabama on Saturday. A conservative 
political organization will be at Talladega this weekend to persuade fans to vote. 
Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin sat down with Ned Ryun, the founder and 
President of American Majority, to talk about the effort. (4:13) Aired 7:33:30AM

5/14/2012

Changes to Alabama's Immigration Law: For Better or Worse?

Alabama's strict new immigration law has been quite the hot button issue. Since 
passing House Bill 56 last session, immigrants have left the state in droves as 
expected, but with all the legal challenges to the law Dorothy McDade like many 
others thought the evacuation would be temporary... (4:49) Aired 7:33 AM and 
4:44 PM

May 15—The Battle Over History.  As the nation remembers the one-hundred 
fiftieth anniversary of the Civil War, a battle is brewing in Alabama waterways.  It 
has to do with treasure hunters and historic artifacts on the bottom on the State’s 
lakes and streams. A bill is making its way through the legislature that critics 
would create a game of "finder's keepers" with these artifacts, and state 
historians are not happy about it. As Alabama Public Radio’s Stan Ingold reports, 
this fight is nothing new…(4:05) 7:33AM and 4:44 PM

May 16—“The Right Stuff at the Wrong Price?”   Last year's retirement of the 
NASA's Space Shuttle program doesn't mean the end of Congressional budget 
woes for the U.S. Space Program. The winged spacecraft are being sent to 
museums, including the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. In their place, NASA 
hopes to create a brand new four hundred foot tall rocket called the Space 
Launch System, or SLS, to carry astronauts on missions far from Earth, 
perhaps to an asteroid, or maybe to the planet Mars. (4:00)  7:33\

http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wual/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1929329


05/22/12

Tom Coiner Talks About Two Cities Linked By Disaster

Today Joplin, Missouri remembers the deadly tornado that ripped through their 
city killing over 160 people. Alabama recently recognized its own one year 
remembrance of the devastating April 27th tornadoes. Tom Coiner a film student 
at the University of Alabama had the unfortunate luck to be tied to both 
experiences. He went to school here, but he grew up in Joplin. Alabama Public 
Radio's Ryan Vasquez had a chance to talk to Tom about how both events 
affected him. (4:05) Aired at 4:44 PM
05/23/12

Putting an End to Officer-on-Female Inmate Sexual Violence in Alabama
The Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery has asked the Department of Justice 
to get involved in a serious issue at the Tutwiler Prison for Women. The 
organization wants the DOJ to look into what they call a widespread pattern of 
officer-on-inmate sexual violence. Bryan Stevenson is executive director at the 
Equal Justice Initiative. He talked to me about how the issue got to this point and 
how his organization got involved. (4:28) Aired 4:44 PM

5/24/2012
“Baby Boomers and Hepatitis C”
A reported 5 million Americans have Hepatitis C, with 13,000 of those cases in 
Birmingham alone. And according to a new study, 75% of those patients don't 
know they have it and baby boomers make up the biggest group. A recent survey 
of over 1,000 people found that only 5% thought they were at risk for Hepatitis C. 
Dr. Michael Ryan is a clinical professor with the Eastern Virginia Medical School. 
APR's Maggie Martin talked with Ryan about why baby boomers are so at risk. 
(3:12) Aired 7:35AM

5/30/2012
“Alabama’s Quest for Gay Rodeo”
President Obama’s decision to recognize same sex marriage has put the issue in 
the national limelight. The effort by gays, lesbians, and bi-sexuals to achieve 
equality in America is taking many forms. One group in Alabama is working hard 
to be taken seriously, and not when it comes to gay marriage. In the first of a 
three part series, Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie Martin explains it has to do 
with things like bull riding and bronco busting. (5:24) Aired 7:33:30AM and 

http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wual/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1931744
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4:44PM

5/31/2012
“Tips From Texas On How To Put On A Gay Rodeo”
Rodeos aren’t unheard of in Alabama, but a gay rodeo may be an unfamiliar 
twist. That’s because there isn’t one here-yet. Organizers in Birmingham want to 
change that within the next few years. In part one of our series, we took a look at 
a gay rodeo in Fort Worth, Texas and spoke with some of the people who’ve 
been competing for years. Alabama Public Radio’s Maggie Martin revisits fort 
worth to find out what supporters in Alabama will have to do to make a similar 
event work here. (6:03) Aired 7:33:30AM and 4:44PM

6/01/2012
“Gay Rodeo Supporters React to Alabama Efforts”
Alabama has been the site of conflict in the past, ranging from the Battle of 
Mobile Bay during the Civil War, to the Montgomery bus boycott. Now, 
organizers in Birmingham may challenge the status quo with plans to bring a gay 
rodeo to Alabama. In the first two parts of our series, we visited a gay rodeo in 
Fort Worth, Texas and examined what it might take to bring that kind of event to 
Alabama.  Today in part three, APR’s Maggie Martin reports on how a gay rodeo 
may be received here in Alabama. (5:30) Aired 7:33:30AM and 4:44PM

06/08/12

Dr. Don Williamson Discussing Ala. Medicaid Budget Cuts

It's been one week since cuts to the state's Medicaid budget took effect. A dire 
budget shortfall prompted state lawmakers to make spending cuts. Dr. Don 
Williamson is Alabama's public health officer and is also chair of the Medicaid 
Transition task force. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez talked to 
Williamson about the short term and long term impact of the cuts as well as how 
to fix Medicaid going forward. (4:19) Aired 4:44 PM

http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wual/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1936261


ARTS AND CULTURE

5/08/2012
“Remembering Actor George Lindsey”
Fans of "The Andy Griffith Show" and "Hee Haw" are remembering actor George 
Lindsey. The man known for playing Goober Pyle died Sunday morning in 
Nashville. In addition to his Hollywood acting credits, the Alabama native is also 
remembered for his work here in the state. He co-founded the George Lindsey 
UNA Film Festival in 1998. Alabama Public Radio's Maggie Martin sat down with 
Cynthia Burkhead, who co-chairs the festival. She says Lindsey will be 
remembered as a kindhearted, talented man. (4:19) Aired 7:33:30AM

6/14/2012
“The Black Belt 100 Lenses Project”
The Black Belt region in Alabama includes what are considered the poorest 
counties in the state. But, a project through the University of Alabama wants to 
offer a different perspective. “The Black Belt 100 Lenses Project” showcases the 
culture of the region through the eyes of high school students. They use 
photography, film interviews, and written or oral narratives to document what 
their culture means to them. Doctor Heather Pleasants is Director of Educational 
Development at UA’s Center for Community-Based Partnerships. She says the 
project grew out of a need for black belt youth to address concerns they have 
about their communities. (3:44) Aired 7:35:30AM


