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ELECTION 2012

October 2- As we get closer to the November 6th elections, APR News is taking a 
look at each of Alabama’s congressional districts to understand what issues 
voters in those areas will have on their minds leading into next month. This week, 
we take a look at Alabama’s second congressional district. It’s the Wiregrass 
region and it includes the cities of Dothan, Troy and parts of Montgomery. District 
Two is an agricultural region and it encompasses U.S. Army base Fort Rucker. 



Troy University Political Science Professor Steven Taylor says this means 
farming and military are just two issues voters in this district will consider this 
November. (2:44, ran 7:35)

October 10 - Alabama's 5th congressional district covers the entire northern part 
of Alabama stretching from Florence to Huntsville. In Democratic hands for over 
a century it's only been recently that District 5 has gone Republican, with Mo 
Brooks victory in 2010. Brooks is being opposed this time around by Democrat 
Charlie Holley. Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez spoke with Dr. Tim 
Collins, associate professor of political science at the University of North 
Alabama about the race. He says while the party change may be recent the 
district has been trending away from the Democratic Party for a while. (Runs 
4:18) At: 4:44.

October 23- As we get closer to the November 6th elections, APR News is taking 
a closer look at each of Alabama’s Congressional Districts to understand what 
issues voters in those areas have on their minds leading into next month. This 
week, we’ll take a closer look at Alabama’s fourth congressional district. This 
district stretches across from East to West Alabama and includes the cities of 
Gadsden and Jasper. Dr. Larry Powell is an expert on political communications, 
political ads and polling from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. He says 
there have been fewer campaign ads for both local and national races this year. 
(3:24, ran 6:33 and 8:33)

October 18-When was the last time you were asked “would you like that regular, 
or extra crispy?” No such question came up during a recent event in the town of 
Athens, Alabama, and one look at the menu will tell you why. The gathering was 
called the Athens Grease Festival. We don’t mean Athens, Greece where you 
can see the Acropolis or drink Ouzo. We mean Grease, like the stuff you’d use to 
fry a chicken. Just a few weeks ago, the town of Athens offered fried food fans 
everything from fish to candy bars, all fried for the occasion. Of course, this event 
comes on the heels of news about the obesity problem in Alabama. APR’s 
Maggie Martin went to Athens, to give us all a taste. (4:28, ran 7:33 and 4:44)

October 30- Alabama officials recently launched a new birding trail in West 
Alabama as peak migrating season is underway. Bird watching enthusiasts are 
especially curious to see how the season pans out. That’s because it’s been 
about a year and a half since the April 27th storms. And, with whole areas of 
habitat completely decimated, bird watchers say this season could see a lot 



fewer migratory species traveling through the state. As Alabama Public Radio’s 
Maggie Martin reports, some are more optimistic about migratory numbers 
recovering post-tornado than others. (5:36, ran 7:33 and 4:44)

October 31-  Alabama's 3rd Congressional District is a diverse cross section of 
east central Alabama which goes from Montgomery to the Georgia border. 
Incumbent Republican Representative Mike Rogers has held the seat for the 
past ten years.  Rogers is being opposed this time around by Democrat John 
Harris. 

Alabama Public Radio's Ryan Vasquez spoke with Dr. Curtis Ellis, assistant 
professor of political science and public administration at Auburn University in 
Montgomery about the race. He says while the Obama ticket in 2008 made the 
race close four years ago the Democratic candidate shouldn't expect as much of 
a bump this time around. (Runs 3:06) at 4:44.

November 2- Election Day is less than a week away and there are many 
important races ranging from local all the way up to national for voters to decide. 
Alabamians will also have a chance to decide the outcome of 11 amendments on 
this year’s ballot as well. Alabama Public Radio’s Ryan Vasquez has an overview 
of the ballot measures and some of the amendments that are drumming up 
controversy. (Runs: 4:04) 7:35 and 4:44

November 5- November 6th is now just one day away. For Alabamians, it means 
they’ll cast their votes not only for who they want as president, but who they want 
to serve as their U.S. Congressional representative. In District 7, which includes 
Tuscaloosa, Jefferson, Dallas, and Wilcox counties, Democratic incumbent Terri 
Sewell is running against Republican Don Chamberlain. Sewell was first elected 
to the U.S. House in 2010. She is the first black woman elected to Congress from 
Alabama. Dr. Angela Lewis is an associate professor in the Department of 
Government at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. Her research focuses 
on Black Politics from Public Opinion to issues of public policy and what impact it 
has on Black Americans. She says Congresswoman Terri Sewell has had a 
significant impact on her district. (4:52, ran 8:33)

November 6-- Alabama Public Radio student reporter Boyd Taylor sat with 
University of Alabama junior and seniors to talk about their concerns for the 
future, and how that figured into their votes in the race between President Barack 
Obama and former governor Mitt Romney.   Runs 4:15. 7:44, 4:44 pm.   



CURRENT EVENTS 

November 9th- Retired Lt. Col. Herbert Carter, who flew 77 missions in Europe 
during World War II with the famed Tuskegee Airmen, died Thursday at the East 
Alabama Medical Center in Opelika, Stan Ingold of Alabama Public Radio 
reports. (3:02, Ran 7:33 and 4:44)

November 21 - Here in Alabama, prisoners with HIV are segregated from the rest 
of the prison population. This makes Alabama just one of two states that still 
does this. Prison officials say it’s for the safety of the inmates, but some 
prisoners say it’s unfair and a violation of privacy. The American Civil Liberties 
Union is suing the state on behalf of prisoners to end the segregation. Alabama 
Public Radio’s Ryan Vasquez spoke with the man at the center of the issue...  
(Runs: 5:48) 7:35 and 4:44

December 19--- APR news director Pat Duggins reports on the 30th anniversary 
of the opening of Highland Bar & Grill in Birmingham. Chef Frank Stitt won a 
James Beard award in 2000, and his influence is felt from UAB Hospital to New 
York City. Runs 4:52.  7:33 and 4:44 p.m. 

December 14- A big deadline is looming today for state's like Alabama. 
Washington wants to know which states plan to create their own health insurance 
exchanges, as part of the Affordable Care Act. Each state that says no will leave 
that job up to the federal government. Today's deadline comes just days after a 
University of Alabama at Birmingham released a report related to the expansion 
of Medicaid under the act. The report says if Alabama opts into the Medicaid 
expansion, it could mean a billion dollars in new tax revenue for the state. Doctor 
Michael Morrisey is professor of economics at the UAB School of Public Health 
and co-authored the report. (4:04, ran 7:33)

ARTS AND CULTURE
 
October 25th- Say the words “tourist attraction” and beaches and shops selling t-
shirts might come to mind.  However, there's a plan in the works to combine 
Alabama’s rich literary heritage with the visitor industry.  Alabama Public Radio’s 
Stan Ingold reports, organizers are using books and stories to bring people to 
often overlooked parts of the state… (5:00 Ran 7:33 and 4:44)



November 1- Starting today, the University of Alabama at Birmingham is hosting 
an international film conference. The event will host more than sixty filmmakers 
and scholars from around the world to talk about how filmmaking plays into the 
international struggle for civil and human rights. Doctor Serge Bokobza chairs the 
foreign languages department at UAB and heads up the conference. He says his 
year’s event is homage to the 50th Anniversary of the 16th Street Baptist Church 
bombing in Birmingham. (4:45, ran 7:33 and 4:44)

November 21st-  Tomorrow is Thanksgiving, which means Turkey, cranberry 
sauce and stuffing is on the menu.  The smell of meat grilling is expected to drift 
over the University of Alabama on Saturday.  The Crimson Tide will be playing 
archrival Auburn in the annual Iron Bowl.  For Alabama, the outcome will 
determine their shot at the SEC Title and maybe the national championship.  For 
Bama fans, it’s their last chance at tailgating during the regular season.  Alabama 
Public Radio’s Stan Ingold ventured out during several games this year.  He 
brings us this story on game day life and the fine art of tailgating…(03:45 ran 
7:33 and 4:44)

December 7th- If you had trick or treaters come to your door over Halloween- 
chances are you saw superheroes.  Youngsters dressed up as Batman, 
Spiderman or Wonder Woman are just a clue as to the enduring impact of these 
caped crime busters.  Superheroes have also evolved over the years in an effort 
by comic book makers to stay relevant.  That’s the point of a new museum 
exhibit in the Mobile area.  Alabama Public Radio’s Stan Ingold travelled faster 
than a speeding bullet to take a look… (05:22, Ran 7:33 and 4:44)

December 14- In just a few days, Mobile County turns 200 years old. Over the 
past year, the county’s hosted several events leading up to December 18th. They 
included outdoor music concerts and even a “Tribute to Elvis Gala,” celebrating 
the King of Rock and Roll who performed in Mobile in the 1950’s. The year-long 
celebration will wrap up tomorrow with a birthday bash complete with two-
thousand and twelve cupcakes. As part of the celebration, the Mobile County 
Bicentennial Commission set up a small recording studio, and asked residents to 
sit down and share some memories of the area. Libb Dodds, Gordon Vernon, 
and Mary Atchison were among those who took part. (3:17, ran 6:35 and 8:35)


