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Segments are approximately 2-6 minutes in length and aired during the 
newscasts noted next to each story.  The newscasts air Monday through 
Friday at 5a-7a, 12p-12:30p, 4p-6:30p, 9p-9:30p, 11p-11:35p on Saturday from 
6a-7a, 8a-9a, 6p-6:30p, 9p-9:30p, 11p-11:30p as well as Sundays from 7a-9a, 
6p-6:30p, 9p-9:30p, 11p-11:35p.

Business

4/12 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/13 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Catalytic Converter Thefts
An update to a story Kumi first brought us in 2019 - Joe Carista from Upstate Auto 
Sales has had more cases of catalytic converter thefts since last week   There is a 
sophisticated security system with a lot of cameras at Upstate Auto Sales on 
Route 7 in Pittstown. They also have some helpful neighbors. "Last night, I get a 
call from Route 7 Auto Parts, and he heard a bunch of banging over this way," 
said owner Joe Carista.  Someone cut out a catalytic converter from under a Ford 
truck. "The junkyards are paying roughly $705 for those converters right now," 
said Carista. It's happened at least three times here in the past week alone. 

4/12 – WNYT – 4P
Trash
 Last summer we saw a record number of people in new york taking up hiking and 
checking out local trails. With that use - came erosion and lots of trash. This 
summer the d-e-c is staring an "adopt a trailhead" program. Volunteers sign up to 
police the trailhead for litter and teach other users to not leave trash behind. The 
effort runs from memorial day to columbus day. You can find out more at wnyt dot 
com.

4/14 – WNYT – 6P
Cocktails to go
Capital Region state lawmakers and Assembly members Patricia Fahy and John 
McDonald joined by local restaurateurs and business leaders urging a more 
permanent extension of alcohol to-go sales for at least 2 years.  It is currently 
authorized via a temporary executive order.



4/19 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/20 – 
WNYT - 5A – 6A
Saratoga Training Course Opens
Summer is right around the corner. Horses are now training at the track. They are 
on the main track, while the Oklahoma Track undergoes renovations

4/27 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P 
Summer Business Challenges
There are many challenges businesses are facing not knowing how many fans will 
be allowed at the track this year. Until there is clear guidance from the state, they 
can’t go forward with their marketing and hiring plans, etc. 

4/30 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P
Ethan Allen Service
Locals are urging NYS DOT and Amtrak to restart train service via the Ethan Allen 
line to Saratoga Springs and Rutland, Vermont. It was suspended a year-ago due 
to COVID. They're also encouraging DOT to explore weekday schedules of trains 
that travel through Saratoga now and in the future and rethink it as a daily 
commuter connection between Saratoga, Schenectady, and Albany/Rensselaer. 

6/3 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P -11P – 6/4 – WNYT – 5A – 6A
West Mountain hopes to become year-round adventure destination
With forecast temperatures in the high 80s, you typically wouldn't think of going to 
a ski mountain. However, the operators of West Mountain in Queensbury want you 
to think of them as more than just a wintertime destination. It's all part of West 
Mountain's plan to make the mountain a year-round resort. The plan is to keep the 
economic cash flow going over the summer. West Mountain has a five-acre aerial 
adventure park with six different high ropes courses. They even host outdoor 
adventure camps for kids. However, if you're more into the views of the Hudson 
and the Adirondacks than the treetops and the ropes, you can take the chairlift up 
for a mountaintop meal. The improvements and year-round attractions are leading 
to the next big thing, a 180-unit ski and stay resort at the base of the mountain. 
The hope is to turn Queensbury into a ski town.

6/3 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 11P – WNYA -9P – 6/4 – WNYT – 5A – 6A
Palace Theatre thrilled to safely welcome back audiences
After being closed to the public for more than a year, the Palace Theatre is 
welcoming back guests for in-person events. More than $2 million in federal 
funding from the "Save Our Stages Act" is helping the theater move forward. This 
is big news after the theater hasn't been able to have events for more than a year 
now. The theater has been closed for a year and a half, and they just started 
welcoming people back with a Pride Week event. Daniel Taylor, the theater's 
general manager, says the funding the theater is getting is a major boost to help 
the show go on! While the theater hasn't received any of the money yet, they say it 



will be an incredible help when it comes to getting back to normal and covering the 
cost of everyday upkeep.

6/10 – 12P – 4P – 5P
Restaurant, bar owners push lawmakers to extend alcohol to-go for a year
The countdown is on as state lawmakers work through their final day of session. 
With a long road to recovery, many New York State restaurant and tavern owners 
are pushing for lawmakers to pass a bill that would keep alcohol to go for one more 
year. Thursday marks the end of the legislative session, so time was running out. 
While they say month-to-month extensions have been helpful, they're looking for 
long term stability. The New York State Restaurant Association says it's an idea 
most New Yorkers are on board with. Critics say it could take away from mom-and-
pop liquor stores, but proponents of the bill argue this isn't the case. Critics are 
also concerned about a possible increase in drunken driving.

6/14 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 6/15 – WNYT – 5A 
Proctors prepares to raise the curtain again on Broadway shows
After nearly two years, Broadway tours are scheduled to return to Proctors in 
December. However, with COVID in retreat now, there will be plenty of Broadway 
action on the mainstage even sooner. Every great show needs rehearsal, even 
more so for Broadway tours since they literally take the show on the road. For the 
past eight years, Proctors has hosted touring companies as they plan and perfect 
every step. Shows like "SpongeBob" and "Frozen." Starting in September, they'll 
be back at it. Director of Programming Jean Leonard says two of the three shows 
teching at Proctors you won't be able to see right away. However, even without all 
the song and dance, there's reason to applaud their arrival. Leonard says while the 
crew is in town, they support about 200 area jobs between lodging, food, and 
travel. The Empire State Musical and Theatrical Production Tax Credit available to 
these tours makes it very attractive to come upstate.

6/14 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P – 6/15 – WNYT – 5A – 6A
Used cooking oil thieves costing businesses millions of dollars
Local restaurants are being hit by thieves who are looking for a very specific thing, 
used cooking oil.
It might not seem like much, but these crimes are costing businesses millions of 
dollars. Surveillance video shows thieves stealing used cooking oil, usually a two-
man crew, smashing locks or cutting cables to get at the oil. It's costing companies 
like Buffalo Biodiesel a lot of money, an estimated $15 million a year. The 
company has a facility in South Glens Falls. Many local restaurants, like La Fiesta 
in Colonie, have been hit. Buffalo Biodiesel buys, collects, and processes used 
cooking oil. It goes to a refinery where it's turned into biodiesel. A company 
spokesperson says every gallon of used cooking oil that they collect reduces 
carbon emissions by 19.2 pounds per gallon. Since 2019, the crimes have grown.



6/14 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 4P – 5P 
New Mohawk Chevrolet location opens in Malta
Mohawk Chevrolet's new Malta location is now officially open. A grand opening 
celebration was held on Monday. The Malta location is off Exit 12 on the Northway 
on State Route 67. 

6/17 – WNYT – 12P
Rivers Casino goes to 100% capacity for first time since March 2020
Rivers Casino & Resort has announced it is now operating at full capacity. All 
plexiglass barriers have been removed from slot machines and table games. 
However, its operating hours remain the same. They're open 6 a.m. until 2 a.m. If 
you are not vaccinated, you’re still asked to wear a mask. The casino says it’s 
working to bring back live entertainment.

6/21 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P -11P – WNYA -9P 
New Caribbean-American restaurant opens in Albany
A new Caribbean-American restaurant is officially open in our area. Adani's 
Kitchen in Albany held a ribbon cutting ceremony on Monday morning. Located at 
290 Lark Street, the restaurant opened in February of this year for takeout and 
delivery, but is now fully opened with dine-in service, including an expanded 
outdoor seating area. This was all made possible with city of Albany’s Expanded 
Patio Program.

6/22 – WNYT – 5P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/23 – WNYT - 5A – 6A 
Capital Region 2021 real estate market good so far for sellers
Here in the Capital Region, it was a seller's market in the first quarter. The Greater 
Capital Association of Realtors released its quarterly report. It says with strong 
buyer demand and low inventory, multiple offers were a common occurrence. As 
the weather warmed and the pandemic restrictions eased, they say it created even 
more urgency. Pending sales were up 14.5% percent in the past year. Overall 
median sales prices were also up. However, inventory levels were down 48.2%.

6/22 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P –  WNYA – 9P 
NYRA increases purse for Saratoga racing season
The New York Racing Association is looking ahead to its summer season at 
Saratoga Race Course. NYRA announced Tuesday it is increasing the payouts for 
winning horsemen at the track. Stakes races that typically carry purses of 
$100,000 will pay out $120,000 this year. Purses for maiden races will get a 
$10,000 boost. Wagering drives the purses and NYRA says betting is way up so 
far this year.



6/23 – WNYT – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/24 – WNYT - 5A – 6A – 4P – 11P – WNYA – 
9P
Alcohol-to-go will end at midnight Thursday
In the distillery business there's no way to sugar coat what'll be happening at 
midnight on Thursday. At Yankee Distillers in Clifton Park, owner Matt Jager says 
he'd like to think he'd still be in business if he wasn't allowed to sell alcohol-to-go 
during the pandemic, but he also admits there's no way to be sure. What he does 
know is that not being able to continue that service creates a great deal of 
uncertainty. "This is a disaster that is unfolding for businesses like mine in real time 
and I'm watching the clock right now and we're looking at about 28 hours until this 
very real thing is going to happen," Jager says. A recent poll by the New York 
Restaurant Association indicates 78% of New Yorkers favor permanently allowing 
alcoholic beverages to be purchased for takeout. Those results prompted the 
President of that trade group, Melissa Fleischut, to issue a statement that reads: 
"While the lifting of the emergency order is a welcome milestone to the end of the 
pandemic, with it comes the sudden end to alcohol-to-go. A permanent extension 
of alcohol-to-go is supported by 78% of New Yorkers, but the legislature failed to 
extend it and now the Executive Order has ended. Only in New York would elected 
officials ignore an overwhelming majority of the public. Restaurants are struggling 
to find staff, keep up with rising costs and manage a limited supply of goods, and 
nearly two-thirds of the applicants will not receive Restaurant Relief Funds. New 
York State must to more to help, not hurt, our restaurant industry." At 9 Pins Cider 
Works in Albany, five employees were hired specifically to deal with takeout. 
Tonight their status is in question. At Yankee Distillers, Matt Jager is especially 
disappointed since he converted his whiskey operation into a hand sanitizer plant 
during the pandemic, intent on helping his community. "For this to just be thrust 
upon us so quick, I don't want to necessarily say I feel betrayed, but it just seems 
like if they had just (given) a little more forethought we could have avoided this 
situation for us," he  said. Before the legislative session ended, the senate passed 
a bill that would have extended alcohol-to-go. A similar bill died in committee in the 
assembly.

6/23 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – WNYA – 9P- 6/24 – WNYT - 5A – 6A 
Berkshire-based fire cider business a hit on Amazon Prime Day
Big Amazon Prime Day sales ended up being a big win for a small company in the 
Berkshires. The company is called Shire City Herbals, based in Pittsfield. Their 
signature product is their fire cider. They sell it on Amazon, and had the 
opportunity to have it featured on Prime Day earlier this week. They allotted 200 
bottles for their Prime Day sales, 100 16-ounce bottles, and 100 32-ounce bottles. 
That a big amount for the small company. Their fire cider is a blend of raw apple 
cider vinegar steeped with some super foods in huge tanks, 350 gallons. Then for 
this product, they add honey.    People drink it, use it for cooking, and also for 
wellness, to stave off colds.



6/24 – WNYT –5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/25 – WNYT - 5A – 6A 
Crossgates returning to full pre-pandemic hours on Monday
As the state continues to recover from the pandemic, Crossgates Mall is also 
showing signs of a return to normalcy. Staring next Monday, June 28, the mall is 
expanding its operating hours. They will be open Monday through Saturday, from 
10 to 9:30, and Sunday, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Restaurants and entertainment 
venues will be open later.

Government

4/1 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/2 – WNYT - 5A 
– 6A
State Budget Battle
NYS budget is late, as lawmakers miss midnight deadline – insiders say the budget 
may not be finalized until this weekend or even next week. Since no budget was 
reached we could see it passed as late as saturday or next week even. One of the 
big roadblocks in budget negotiations is the proposal to increase taxes on the 
wealthy. We spoke to advocates with grass roots organization vocal n-y last night. 
There are many different proposals and discussions surrounding the budgets.   They 
believe that measure alone will bring 7 billion dollars in revenue to the state. They're 
hoping that money can be used to help people dealing with homelessness and 
people struggling with overdoses

4/6 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/7 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Schumer Restaurant Help 
Standing at Russo's Grill, U.S. Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer 
announces that NY restaurants are now eligible for their own, DIRECT federal 
pandemic relief, as part of the American Rescue Plan he led to passage in the 
Senate. need to apply, and that the SBA will be at the ready to help locals. The 
money will begin to roll out in about three weeks.

4/12 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P
 FT Plain Billboard
Village police are investigating after this anti-police message was found on a 
billboard. The Montgomery County Sheriff's Office released the information on 
Sunday morning. "Please assist the Fort Plain NY Police Department with solving 
whomever may have done this criminal mischief sometime within the last 24 hours. 
Contact them at 518-993-3781.
This billboard is on the south side of Hancock Street as you enter the village traveling 
west on St. Hwy. 5s, just along side of the iron bridge that hosts the bike path over 



Hancock. This is unacceptable behavior. Any information will certainly be 
appreciated." 

4/19 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – 4/20 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Cellphone Service Issues in Albany County
A woman who had to run 2 blocks away to make a call during an active emergency, 
just to get a signal. Sheriff Apple has been working with the legislature and some of 
the major carriers for about a year to identify the many voids int eh county.

4/19 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/20 – WNYT - 
5A – 6A
Albany Police Protests/Tear Gas Legislation 
Protests Continue on Arch street, outside of south station in Albany.  And happening 
tonight -- the albany common council could vote on a local law that would ban police 
from using tear gas and rubber bullets on protestors. However, one council member 
proposed an amenmdnet that would allow albany police to use tear gas if they 
declare there is a riot happening. The legislation defines a riot as 11 or more people.  
Mayor sheehan says she doesn't support a complete ban.
In the last 32 years the mayor says tear gas has been used outdoors by the albany 
police department -- twice.

4/20 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/21 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Albany Protestors
Earlier today Police Chief Eric Hawkins released a statement saying he has heard the 
grievances of the protesters loud and clear. He went on to say for public safety 
purposes it was time to end the unlawful occupation. Steve Smith, the Albany Police 
Department Spokesman released a statement on Twitter saying: "Our officers didn't 
deploy any tear gas while clearing the unlawful encampment in front of South 
Station." Steve Smith says they arrested eight people. Five people were released and 
given an appearance ticket. One of the protesters told us they were told they will be 
able to come by at a later date to pick up their items. Emily.

4/28 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P
Sheehan Response
Tonight, albany mayor kathy sheehan is fighting back against charges of "flawed 
leadership" that were aimed at her administration at her yesterday.  Those sentiments 
coming from social justice activists angry over the mayor's handling of recent clashes 
between protesters and police. Dan levy spoke with the mayor today about police 
reform and other issues. He joins us live at city hall with the story.  Jerry, benita, good 
afternoon. Mayor sheehan told me today, her biggest concern over the police 
operation last thursday, when officers forcibly dismantled an encampment in front of 
south station were reports that some of the officers may have covered up their name 
tags. If it happened, she said, it is a violation of department police.   She says she's 
written a letter to the police cheif demanding an investigaiton. And if the claims can 



be substantiated, disciplinary action needs to be taken.   Regarding everything else 
that took place on arch street over the past few weeks, the mayor continues to stand 
behind the police chief and the decision to break up with encampment after 
protesters blocked off the street for nearly a week. Yesterday, you may recall, a 
group of social reform activists led by dr. Alice green  declared the city is in crisis 
after police moved in on protesters, which lead to physical confrontation, and several 
arrests. Activists accused the mayor of setting back the cause of social justice 
decades.  They asserted the move illustrates how systemic racism is engrained in 
american culture.  And they opined the city's current predicament is due in large part 
to what they see as irresponsible and inexcusible flawed leadership of the mayor and 
police chief. Today mayor sheehan responded. Mayor kathy sheehan: the deaths of 
black and brown, mostly young men at the hands of police is a national crisis. It is a 
crisis. And it requires a national response. It requires action not words. And that's 
why i'm here today. We have to take actions. We have to look at what we're training 
our police officers to do and if we want them to do something differently, we have to 
take on that responsibility. And train them to do something different.

4/20 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P 
April SHIP
Albany County Sheriff Craig D. Apple, Sr.  announcing the one year Anniversary of 
the opening of the Sheriff’s Homeless Improvement Program (SHIP). Since SHIP’s 
doors opened on April 20, 2020, we have had several individuals participate in the 
program. A few of the participants will be present to speak about the program. 

4/20 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P 
Warren Co Jail Library 
A new library is being created at the Warren County Jail. A local woman learned 
inmates have no access to reading material so she is collecting and donating books 
in memory of her mom and working with the sheriff to get the library up and running. 

4/21 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/22 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
 Local Paratrooper Killed ID’d
Id on Paratrooper killed in training accident at Fort Bragg. The 82nd Airborne 
Division paratrooper was killed during a training accident Monday, the unit said in a 
brief press release.   Jacquie Slater Spoke With Abigail's Mother Today And Joins 
Us Now with a story you saw first on 13. In the coming days Abigail's body will be 
brought back home.  She will arrive here at Albany international airport. Today her 
mother sharing some smiles and tears with us wanting the world to know her 
daughter who is gone way too soon.

4/21 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/23 – WNYT - 
5A – 6A
Chauvin Verdict 
A guilty verdict on all three counts this morning. Former police officer derek 
chauvin is now a convicted killer and charged with second dgree manslaughter--and 



second and third degree murder. Looking ahead now, chauvin awaits sentencing. 
Which is expected to happen eight weeks from now. He faces 40 years in prison. 
People in minneapolis and all over the country paid tribute to floyd last night, just 
hours after his killer was convicted of murder. The guilty verdict came after only 10 
hours of deliberation. A surprise overall at how quickly it came down. It brought a 
feeling of relief to the city of minneapolis, bracing for the possibility of an uproar. 
Military vehicles and more than 3-thousand national guard soldiers and about 15-
hundred police and federal agents in the days leading up to a verdict.  A "peace 
time" emergency order is still in effect and schools have been moved to virtual 
learning through at least the end of this week..

4/19 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/20 – WNYT - 
5A – 6A
Encampment Update
The encampment outside the albany police department's south station continues 
tonight.
Protestors are demanding an officer is fired following last week's riot there. They 
also want the mayor and police chief to resign. This morning, police put up barriers 
to keep protestors off the sidewalks. We've asked the city how long the group will be 
allowed to camp on the street, but we haven't gotten a response.

4/27 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P
Albany Public Safety 
Two major civil and human rights organizations in the City of Albany have scheduled 
a joint outdoor media conference.    Social justice organizations also criticized the 
current administration for not consulting with them before police moved in on 
protesters last week, something they say echoes the exclusion of their trusted voices 
from the mayor's appointments to the albany police reform and reinvention 
collaborative. I stopped at city hall today but was told the mayor was unavailable for 
comment. I also left a message but haven't heard back yet.

4/28 – WNYT – 4P – 5P  – WNYA – 9P
NYS Census
New York is losing one seat in Congress as a result of national population shifts, 
according to new census data. The state's delegation will shrink from 27 to 26. It is 
one of seven states losing a member of congress as a result of the 2020 census 
data released Monday.

4/28 – WNYT – 5P 
NYSPRA SCOTUS
SCOTUS considers case w plaintiffs (two men from Rensselaer county) who applied 
for a conceal carry permit and were denied. President of the NYS Rifle Assocation, 
Tom King, tells NewsChannel 13 this is the first gun case the high court justices 
have agreed to hear in more than 15 years. King says he could have had  50 
plaintiffs across the state, but it was more convenient to have two plaintiff who are 



local. King says part of the case focuses on Justice Rich McNally who will not grant 
a permit in the county. 

4/29 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/23 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Albany Council “Secret Task Force”  
Looking into Wed Night Albany Common Council meeting and mention of a “secret” 
task force.  

4/30 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P
BLM presser 
#BLM press conference at APD South Station will address the police brutality by 
nameless and badge-less Albany, NY Police Officers, who violently removed 
activists from a peaceful 5-day sit in,  resulting in physical injuries of activists as well 
as a series of arrests on groundless charges.

6/10 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P 
Restaurant, bar owners push lawmakers to extend alcohol to-go for a year
The countdown is on as state lawmakers work through their final day of session. 
With a long road to recovery, many New York State restaurant and tavern owners 
are pushing for lawmakers to pass a bill that would keep alcohol to go for one more 
year. Thursday marks the end of the legislative session, so time was running out. 
While they say month-to-month extensions have been helpful, they're looking for 
long term stability. The New York State Restaurant Association says it's an idea 
most New Yorkers are on board with. Critics say it could take away from mom-and-
pop liquor stores, but proponents of the bill argue this isn't the case. Critics are 
also concerned about a possible increase in drunken driving.

6/11 – WNYT – 5P – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P
Tougher NY gun laws would tighten accountability for manufacturers, gun 
shops
New York's gun laws are about to get stricter. The Assembly and Senate have 
both passed tougher laws. It's headed for the governor's desk for his signature. 
The legislation is aimed at holding gun manufacturers and gun shops accountable. 
The package also includes banning the sale of ghost guns. It would ban the sale of 
pieces of guns that are not licensed. It's part of a series of new gun bills just 
passed by the Assembly, and already passed in the Senate. The Assembly says 
74% of all guns recovered from crime scenes are from out of state. Also included 
in this new legislation is the creation of a new research institute to track gun 
violence.

ONLINE ONLY
NY raises age to arrest juveniles, eases parole penalties
New Yorkers would avoid jail time for nonviolent parole violations, and children 
under age 12 could no longer be arrested as juveniles under bills that passed the 
state Legislature Thursday. The state Senate and Assembly passed the Less is 



More Act as state lawmakers wrapped up the end of the legislative session. The 
act would largely eliminate the practice of incarcerating people for technical parole 
violations in New York. The Assembly also passed a bill Thursday to end the arrest 
and prosecution of kids below the age of 12, except in homicide cases. That bill 
earlier passed the Senate. Under current state law, children can be charged as 
juvenile delinquents as young as age 7. In 2019, police arrested over 800 largely 
Black or Hispanic elementary school children in New York City ages 12 and 
younger, according to city data. Legislative leaders will decide when to send the 
bills to Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who would have 10 days to sign or veto it. The parole 
bill, sponsored by Senior Assistant Majority Leader Brian Benjamin, a Democratic 
state senator whose district includes most of central Harlem, has exceptions for 
parole violations that could endanger public safety, including if someone 
incarcerated for driving under the influence then went out driving. People could 
also receive “earned time credits” to encourage positive behavior, and would have 
the right to counsel during the parole revocation process. “This legislation 
recognizes that people on parole who have committed no new crimes should be 
with their communities and families, not behind bars for missing an appointment,” 
New York Civil Liberties Union policy counsel Jared Trujillo said. Republicans, who 
are a minority in the state Legislature, have blasted Democrats for focusing more 
on perpetrators of crimes than victims. Several Republicans argued that only a 
handful of children who are arrested end up detained. Meanwhile, some criminal 
justice advocacy groups criticized the Democratic-led Legislature — which wields a 
veto-proof supermajority — for failing to pass more bills to help people denied 
parole as well as New Yorkers with criminal records. By Thursday night, 
lawmakers failed to pass an expected compromise bill to automatically seal the 
records of many criminal convictions at least three years from sentencing for a 
misdemeanor, or seven years for a felony. That bill, the Clean Slate Act, wouldn't 
have applied to sex offenses, or for people who are currently under parole or 
probation or facing a pending criminal charge. Courts, or anyone required to run 
fingerprint-based criminal history checks, could access the records in certain 
scenarios. Lawmakers had removed an original provision of the bill, sponsored by 
Sen. Zellnor Myrie, a Democrat from Brooklyn, that would have also eventually 
expunged the records from an individual’s criminal history. “You’re playing with too 
many people’s lives and these people have families that they need to be reunited 
with,” said Donna Robinson, 65, of Buffalo, who protested outside the statehouse 
Thursday. She said the failed parole reforms could have helped give a second 
chance to her 45-year-old daughter Al-Shariyfa Robinson, who received 15 years 
to life after confessing to setting a boarding house on fire in 2015. Two people died 
in the fire. A look at other bills: DECRIMINALIZING SYRINGES, 
NEEDLES: New York would repeal misdemeanor criminal penalties for possessing 
needles and syringes under a bill that passed the Assembly Thursday and the 
Senate earlier this week. Pharmacies could also provide syringes without facing 
the current limit of 10 syringes. Supporters, including advocacy group VOCAL-NY, 
have pushed to pass the bill for 11 years in hopes of cutting rates of diseases like 
HIV and encouraging participation in state-funded syringe programs. Republicans 
and critics have raised fear that decriminalization will encourage drug use. 



PAROLE REFORM: The Assembly didn't pass Thursday a bill to direct the state 
parole board to start evaluating whether individual prisoners over the age of 55 
would pose a “significant public safety risk” if released. Another bill that failed 
to pass would have required the board to parole prisoners once their minimum 
period of incarceration is up, unless there’s a “clearly articulated current public 
safety risk.” MTA BILL: Lawmakers did not pass the governor's bill that would 
have allowed him to appoint two Senate-confirmed heads of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, up from one currently. Cuomo's office released a 
memorandum that said having a single individual serve as chairman and chief 
executive officer “needlessly limits the pool of individuals who can serve in the 
position” while clashing with not-for-profit reform laws that say a CEO shouldn't 
serve on the board. Cuomo on Tuesday said he nominated MTA interim leader 
Sarah Feinberg as the agency's board chair and MTA Chief Development Officer 
Janno Lieber as CEO. Critics say Cuomo wields too much power over the agency: 
Riders Alliance Executive Director Betsy Plum said unlike in the private sector 
where board members elect their own chair and hire a CEO, Cuomo himself 
appoints every board member as well as senior management. The fate of the bill is 
unclear, but Cuomo has said the nominations are a priority. Senate Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins said Thursday that lawmakers are ready to return for “any 
outstanding issues.” ANTI-HARASSMENT, ANTI-ABUSE BILLS: The Assembly 
had no plans Thursday to take up several bills that passed in the Senate to extend 
the statute of limitations for workplace harassment to five years, give people who 
were sexually abused as adults a one-year window to sue perpetrators despite 
statutes of limitations and ensure all state employees are protected from 
harassment and retaliation. Several former Assembly employees who were 
sexually harassed claim the Assembly is blocking the bill to protect its own 
interests. Assembly Majority Leader Crystal Peoples-Stokes said Thursday that 
lawmakers will keep reviewing whether current harassment laws are working. The 
Legislature’s Judiciary Committee has launched an investigation into whether there 
are grounds to impeach Cuomo over multiple allegations — including that he 
groped a current female aide and sexually harassed multiple employees. The 
governor denies he did anything wrong. GRAND JURY SECRECY: A bill to allow 
the release of some grand jury material has passed the Assembly but wasn't on 
track for a Senate vote as of Thursday. Typically, when there's no grand jury 
indictment, information about the proceedings often remains secret. Under the bill, 
courts could release some details when the public is aware of the grand jury 
proceedings and the suspect's identity.

6/11 – WNYT – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P 
Voting rights activists protest Rensselaer County BOE’s appeal of judge’s 
order
Early voting for the primary election begins Saturday morning. NewsChannel 13 
been reporting about how the Rensselaer County Board of Elections is appealing a 
judge's order to put another polling place in Troy. People gathered in Troy Friday 
to protest that response. NewsChannel 13 heard from voting rights activists who 
say the Board of Election’s appeal is voter suppression. Some of them say they 



were disappointed by the move, but not surprised. As NewsChannel 13 reported 
last week, a judge sided with the attorney general, who sued the Rensselaer 
County Board of Elections for not having enough early voting sites with equitable 
access to lower income or minority communities. Specifically, they wanted to see 
more early voting sites in downtown Troy. BOE filed that appeal on Thursday. We 
won't hear anything more on that until June 23. In the meantime, activists say they 
want people to be aware of what's going on. NewsChannel 13 reached out to the 
Rensselaer County Board of Elections for comment. They say they've been in 
touch with the attorney general's office to allow them to tour potential early voting 
sites with the board. They say the AG refused to cooperate and chose to file a 
lawsuit. However, they say there are four early voting options available in 
Rensselaer County for eligible voters. They are the Holy Cross Armenian Church 
in Troy, Brunswick Town Office Building, Schodack Town Hall and the County 
Board of Elections Office, which is also in Troy. Representatives say those 
locations in Troy are not central enough for many low-income individuals to be able 
to cast their ballots. They specifically wanted to see Bethel Baptist and Unity 
House considered as options.

6/18 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P
State Capitol reopens to public for first time since March 2020
After closing its doors for more than a year due to the pandemic, the state Capitol 
building is back open to the public. The building was closed to the public in March 
2020. Lawmakers had been urging the state for weeks to open it up once again. 
Tours of the building will begin again on Monday. Reservations are recommended, 
but not required. Unvaccinated people will be asked to wear masks inside.



Family

4/21 – WNYT –  5P – 11P – 4/22 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Cohoes Park Makeover
Cohoes will be giving all its city parks and playgrounds a makeover. They are 
paying for this with some of the taxpayer savings from switching city street lights 
to LED bulbs with smart lighting infrastructure.  Some of the courts are 
unplayable, and playground equipment is old and broken. Improvements will 
include new playground equipment, hoops and tennis nets, new fencing, new 
seating, paving, etc. over the next three years.  

4/1 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA - 9p – 4/4 – WNYT – 8a
Traveling nurse with Albany ties spreading love during pandemic
Tyhisha Ghaffar-Adjei learned to be of service to others from the women in her life. Her mom 
and aunt were nurses and activists. As a teen, she was somewhat embarrassed when she 
would accompany her mom on the streets feeding people under bridges, at train stations. 
However, a spirit of giving was solidified, and like her mom, this traveling nurse also fed those 
in need in the city and Albany, which she decided to call home. She formed a non-profit called 
Guardians of Al-Fitrah. Last year, she found the greatest need among the elderly during the 
pandemic. It's not just food. They also need love. Ghaffar-Adjei found plenty of that to also 
give away.

4/8 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA - 9p – 4/11 – WNYT – 8a
Capital Region DJ keeping celebrations fun and safe
We know the pandemic caused many couples to postpone their weddings once venues 
closed down, but when things re-opened, some DJs were still unable to accommodate clients. 
However, one local DJ managed to keep the celebrations going by changing her style. 
Caroline Kurkowski developed a love of music at a young age. Her first concert was "Kool and 
the Gang" at age 10. After that, celebrating good times just became part of her life. However, 
she would eventually turn the music down and turn up her love for teaching, especially for 
those with special needs. Six years ago, she couldn't fight that feeling of wanting to return to 
music and help people celebrate one of the biggest moments of their lives. So she started 
Upbeat Occasions and became a DJ. When the pandemic hit, she had to re-evaluate things. 
Instead of shutting down, she began working on a plan. When venues opened back up even 
partially, she was ready.

4/22 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA- 9p – 4/25 – WNYT – 8a
Woman brings high 'energy' to law field
If you talk to Amanda Devito-Trinsey, she would tell you she didn't foresee herself as a 
defender of Lady Justice. She planned to be on the world stage as a professional dancer. 
However, an internship at the Albany law firm Couch White changed her mind. Energy law, an 
area not flush with female lawyers, is what she chose. As an energy lawyer, she makes sure 
costs are balanced and reasonable for customers. In her 10 short years, she has moved up 
the ladder quickly, becoming a partner, fighting to pull more women into her specialty, and 
receiving accolades, most recently recognition as a 40-under-40, meaning she's among some 



of the most successful young leaders in the area. She's also a kidney transplant recipient, and 
is part of a support group to help others who want kids following transplant surgery.

5/6 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/9– WNYT – 8a
Albany gym owner mixing compassion with cardio
At PWR Training Facility in Albany, trainer Brittany Burnham puts members through their 
paces, but always manages to mix compassion with the cardio. She constantly reminds 
members they have it in them to succeed and win at anything they want. This philosophy of 
inspiring others was developed when she was a coach at an inner-city school for girls in 
Albany. It also came from some hard life experiences. When she was a single mother, 
Burnham says she was in an abusive relationship, and it inspired her to help women. 
However, she had to help herself first. Burnham applied for a coach's position at a local 
college. She wasn't hired, but that turned into a blessing. It forced her to take the leap at 
owning her own gym. The only space she could afford was her mom's backyard, but her style 
appealed to women, and that backyard was eventually packed. Soon her dream became a 
reality.

5/13 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/16– WNYT – 8a
Greenville Drive-In lending space to artists, craftspeople
Many local craftspeople and artists have found themselves without the ability to sell their 
wares, because the venues where they used to sell have closed down. Now things are 
beginning to open back up, but until they do completely, two women have come up with a 
plan of their own. Two Ladies Market is the idea of Robin Papa and Samantha Duncan. When 
the world fully comes back to normal, it would have meant there still would have been no 
place in the Greenville area for them to sell their items. If there is anything the pandemic has 
taught them, it is to pivot and make a change. So Papa and Duncan, thanks to help from the 
Greenville Drive-In on State Route 32, will now use the drive-in as a spot for venders in the 
area to sell their wares on a regular basis. The response from women has been 
overwhelming.

5/20 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/23– WNYT – 8a
All-female Malta real-estate brokerage breaking barriers
During the pandemic, home prices didn't decline, but they were flat. Now home prices are 
skyrocketing. Also exceeding the boundaries is a female dominated realty company in Malta. 
While their image is powerful, they haven't forgotten the community that got them there. 
Signature One Realty Group is led by Cindy Quade, who's been in the business for 37 years 
and has the magazine articles and awards to show for it. Back then, it was really a male 
dominated profession and Quade worked hard to learn the ropes. Eventually she went into 
business for herself with one mission in mind, making sure the client comes first. Her small 
independent brokerage is run by a team of women only.

5/27 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/30– WNYT – 8a
Health professional calls for better vaccine access for minorities
A year into the pandemic, a local Black health care professional is calling for changes in 
Albany County's COVID vaccination response to make sure Blacks have better access. She's 
created a team that has vaccinated thousands of Blacks, but wonders what happens when 



the next health crisis occurs? Dr. Brenda Robinson's passion to become a nurse was nurtured 
as a child by watching her grandmother aid the shut-in. However, she says when it came time 
for her grandparents to receive medical care for cancer, it was deficient, uncaring and doctors 
didn't educate them. The relationship between Blacks and the medical profession has been 
strained for years. The pandemic illuminated the health disparities, but Robinson says a year 
later, not much changed. So Robinson, the founder of the Black Nurses Coalition, took to 
social media and Zoom to educate Blacks about the virus. When the vaccine became 
available, she returned to Zoom to explain it. Her group then hit the streets, vaccinating 
Blacks, but again she says health disparities made it difficult. The national media noted her 
actions and the thousands of people her group vaccinated. However, in Albany County where 
she made numerous attempts to be part of or designate other minorities to sit at the table with 
the Albany County executive and health care decision makers to discuss vaccine access for 
minorities, she was snubbed.

6/10 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 6/13 – WNYT – 8a
Clifton Park storeowner encouraging Black women to embrace natural beauty
For years, Black women have had to straighten their hair to be accepted in most professions 
and by society. Now, they're bucking the old norms and refusing to straighten what comes 
naturally. A Clifton Park businesswoman is helping them. At Stefanie's Beauty Supply store in 
Clifton Park, you'll notice the hair care products are geared toward a very specific clientele. 
Owner Stefanie Thomas knows firsthand how crushing it is to be told you don't fit in because 
of your natural hair. It happened to her when she was just a child growing up in Glens Falls. 
She didn't want that for her daughter, so when the pandemic caused her to have to stay at 
home with her children, she decided to start a business that would empower Black girls and 
women. With no background as a businesswoman, she took a risk and says it is paying off in 
the community and in sales. Along with Black hair care products and wigs, you'll find books for 
kids extolling the virtues of embracing their natural hair and there's also the "empowerment 
blackboard."

6/17 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 6/20 – WNYT – 8a
Couple's new podcast explores life when spouse is behind bars
Local author and movie producer Arlene Brathwaite is known for her gritty urban novels. 
However, her real life story could be a made for TV movie itself. Now she's out with a new 
podcast with her husband, Ali, as they tell how they lived apart for years while he served time 
in prison. Ali says it happened when he was hanging with the wrong crowd, and someone was 
shot and killed in a robbery. Ali was not the shooter, but his association with the others meant 
he would serve 21 years behind bars. Now he's done his time and been released. The 
podcast is entitled "It's About Time." They discuss everything from raising your kids while a 
parent is in prison to how tough being behind bars is on a marriage.

6/24 – WNYT – 5P – WNYA – 9P – 6/27 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Shen junior's delectable desserts lead to nationwide competition
Shen junior Lucia Hingi is waiting to see if she will take home the top honors in a national 
culinary contest. She's following in the footsteps of her teacher as she looks for a win. When 
Lucia is cooking, she is in her element. She learned her way around the kitchen by watching 
her mom, and she always gravitated to the desserts. Fast forward, and she's whipping up a 



little notoriety for herself with her delicious desserts. The BOCES student recently won a state 
culinary bake-off, the NYS Skills competition. She was egged on by her teacher, Chef Erica 
Weakley, who won the same competition when she was a student at BOCES. Now Lucia has 
taken on the national SkillsUSA competition, and is a finalist doing what she loves most, 
whipping up delectable desert delights. NewsChannel 13 will keep you updated on the results.

5/14 – WNYT – 12P 
Howe Caverns reopens to public
Howe Caverns in Schoharie County reopened to the public on Friday. People can 
tour the area more than 150-feet below the ground. Howe Caverns opened for 
public tours in 1843. Cave tours are available by reservation only.

5/20 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 4P – 5P – WNYA -9P 
New mask rule at daycares, summer camps confuse parents
While many New Yorkers cheered the opportunity to lose their masks this week, 
some were scratching their heads and crying foul. Among them, parents of children 
going to daycares and summer camps. The new law of the land is that kids going 
to these places have to be masked up starting at 2 years old. Parents want to 
know why now. Gov. Cuomo said Thursday that it's because New York tends to 
follow federal guidelines. However, those federal guidelines he's referring to aren't 
new. They've been in place for months. What's new is that New York has suddenly 
decided to "mandate" that recommendation for little faces. Republican Senator 
Daphne Jordan says she is hearing from plenty of constituents from the 43rd 
District, parents who all want to know why kids have to suddenly wear masks now. 
Rachel Mandel is the Director of Health Education Services for Brightside Up, a 
child care resource and referral agency. She says the change is still pretty fresh 
and most reviews are still out, but claims feedback hasn't been all negative from 
the providers they work with. She also says the kids are allowed to remove masks 
for outside activities, where breathing might be difficult otherwise.  While she hasn't 
been given a direct explanation as to why the sudden change from the governor, 
she suspects a reason behind it.

5/24 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – WNYA -9P 
Ralliers upset over Cuomo's mask mandate for kids
A virtual rally is calling on the governor to reverse the mask mandate for children. 
Gov. Cuomo announced that new mandate last week. Kids ages 2+ in daycares or 
a camp setting will now need to wear a mask. Many have asked why now, when it 
hasn't been required in daycares the entire pandemic. Rensselaer County 
Executive Steve McLaughlin said the county won’t be enforcing this guidance. The 
rally is being hosted by state Republican senators, daycare providers and parents.

6/22 – WNYT – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/23 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
SUNY FMCC to offer classes in growing cannabis industry
Fulton-Montgomery Community College is the first in the region to offer cannabis 
certificates. The idea is to train students for jobs in a growing industry, after New 



York legalized recreational marijuana. The college will be offering two new 
individual studies certificates in the cannabis field: Cultivation Technician, for 
growing plants, and Cannabis Laboratory Technician, which will train students in 
the manufacturing side. Students will get hands-on training. The college is 
partnering with Vireo Health and Goodness Growth Holdings, which has a facility a 
couple of miles away. Vireo has plans to expand and add jobs in Johnstown as the 
industry around the country grows. New York allows adult use, in addition to 
medical marijuana. The expansion means a growing need for trained employees. 
Students get a chance to figure out if they like the work while earning credits. The 
company gets a chance to fill jobs. Students must be 21 years old to work in the 
cannabis industry.

5/31 – WNYT – 11P
Fallen World War I vets honored at Columbia County Purple Heart ceremony
Philmont natives Guy Minkler and John Seery were only in their mid-20s when they 
were killed in the line of duty during World War I. The village of Philmont and 
leaders are making sure their sacrifice is never forgotten. Philmont became an 
official Purple Heart village, and is recognizing the Army Sergeant and Private First 
Class with the oldest military award, reserved for those who were injured or killed 
in the line of duty. The medals and proclamation were presented by Sen. Daphne 
Jordan and Congressman Antonio Delgado during a moving ceremony, as a small 
way to say thank you to the men and their families who paid the ultimate price. The 
community hopes it serves as a reminder to all Americans about what Memorial 
Day is truly about. Besides Philmont, other Memorial Day ceremonies in Columbia 
County were held in Stuyvesant and Valatie

6/12 – WNYT – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P
Many fans came out to the Albany Empire Block Party
Many fans came out for the Albany Empire Block Party. The party took place prior 
to the game. The event was important for many nearby restaurants. Some local 
restaurant owners say they lost revenue during the pandemic, so the event helps 
boost their business. To enter the gate of the Block Party fans had to be fully 
vaccinated. To enter the game you had to either show a negative COVID test or be 
fully vaccinated. Some fans were fine with the rules. 

6/21 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P 
4th of July fireworks returning to Empire State Plaza
The Fourth of July fireworks will return to the Empire State Plaza this year, 
according to Gov. Cuomo. The fireworks were cancelled last year due to the 
pandemic. Live performances and food are also making a return. There will even 
be a pop-up vaccination site. The event will kick off at 6 p.m. on July 4, with 
fireworks at 9:15.



6/18 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P 
New Palace Theatre sidewalk exhibit celebrates Juneteenth
The city of Albany has a series of events planned this weekend to celebrate the 
Juneteenth holiday. It started Friday evening with the annual youth art exhibition at 
the Palace Theatre. Young people in the city used chalk to create inspirational 
messages for the community in celebration of this new federal holiday. The artwork 
will be on display on the corner of Clinton Avenue and Pearl Street through the 
month of June.

6/23 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P
Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk 3rd grader honored for reusable tote bag design
People in Albany County may notice some new reusable bags, and they were 
designed by a 3rd grader. County Executive Dan McCoy unveiled the winning 
design Wednesday morning after he held a countywide contest to encourage the 
public to reduce reliance on disposable paper bags. The artist is Kylie McGuiness. 
The event was held at her school, A.W. Becker Elementary in the Ravena-
Coeymans-Selkirk School District. The contest was open to students in grades 3 to 
5. The school celebrated the win with a pizza party.

6/25 – WNYT – 5A – 6A –- 6/26 – WNYT - 6A – 8A – 11P - WNYA – 9P
'Fabulous Beekman Boys' prepare to host 100 weddings in 24 hours
A famous couple in the Capital Region is getting ready to host a day of marathon 
weddings, 100 weddings, in 24 hours.
The couple from the show "The Fabulous Beekman Boys" is organizing this. So 
far, 30 couples have signed up from all over the country from places including 
Texas, Florida and Pennsylvania, looking to get married in a colorful glass house 
with an amazing view. That means they have room for 70 more couples! Josh 
Purcell and Brent Ridge, known for their reality show and their boutique shops, 
came up with this idea after getting a glass sculpture last month. Starting 8 a.m. 
Saturday, they'll hold 15-minute ceremonies non-stop until 8 a.m. Sunday. So far, 
they don't have any overnight time slots booked, but if they do get them, they'll do 
them. They'll also do vow renewal ceremonies. They'll have officiants on hand to 
perform the ceremony, and also a photographer. The cost is $100, and a portion of 
that goes to the Ali Forney Center to support homeless LGBTQ young people. 
They're doing this Saturday to mark the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision on same-sex marriage, but also for another very special reason.

6/22 – WNYT – 4P- 6/23 – WNYT - 5A – 6A 
Want to buy a bridge in Warren County?
Ever wanted to own a bridge? Warren County may have one for you. The historic 
Middleton Bridge over the Schroon River has been closed since 2009 because of 
what’s called major deficiencies. Warren County wants to replace it. If you want the 
old one, you'll first need a plan for the relocation, rehabilitation and reuse of the 
bridge. The bridge was built in 1896 and connects Warren County Route 10 and 
East Schroon River Road in the towns of Warrensburg and Bolton.



6/21 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/22 – WNYT - 5A – 6A 
Virtual 5K part of renewed push to find long-missing Washington Co. boy
There's a renewed effort to find a boy who went missing from Washington County 
14 years ago.  Jaliek Rainwalker was just 12 when he disappeared from 
Greenwich, beginning an intensive years-long search. Now as we approach what 
would be his 26th birthday, some are doing everything they can to keep the search 
alive. Early on in the search, police labeled Stephen Kerr, Jaliek's adoptive father, 
as a person of interest. However, despite thousands of leads, local and state 
police, with help from the feds and the National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children, Jaliek hasn't been found. Retired police officer and investigator Mo 
Aldrich, a Greenwich native, assisted on the case all those years ago. In 
retirement, the father of three has taken a special interest in it. Aldrich is an 
organizer of "Jaliek's Army" and "Justice for Jaliek," social media groups with 
followers numbering in the thousands. They do all they can to keep his name alive, 
partnering with the Cold Case Center at the College of Saint Rose. Criminology 
students there have pored over thousands of documents provided by Jaliek's 
grandmother and catalogued them for police. The latest effort is a 5K that will fund 
St. Rose scholarships in Jaliek's name. The Jaliek Rainwalker 5K is virtual and can 
be done any time between July 31 and August 2, which is Jaliek's birthday. It costs 
just $10 to sign up.

6/29/21  WNYT 4P – 6P – 11P  WNYA - 9P

With this heat, you probably are not thinking about snow, but the folks at Albany 
International Airport are.  The airport just received a new Kodiak snowblower. They say 
it can clean the average home driveway in 3 1/2 seconds, throw snow 50 feet over your 
house and two hundred feet away.   They say it will replace the tired snow blower they 
had been using.  The snow blower cost $591,000.

6/30/21  WNYT   5P – 6P – WNYA 9P

The NCAA Board of Directors approved one of the biggest changes in the history of 
college athletics Wednesday, clearing the way for nearly a half-million athletes to start 
earning money based on their fame and celebrity without fear of endangering their 
eligibility or putting their school in jeopardy of violating amateurism rules that have stood 
for decades. 

The decision, expected for months as state after state passed laws intended to render 
NCAA rules moot on the topic, came on the eve of the market opening Thursday for 
athletes in a dozen states, including giants like Texas and Florida.   This is an important 
day for college athletes since they all are now able to take advantage of name, image 
and likeness opportunities," NCAA President Mark Emmert said. 

6/10/21  WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/22 – WNYT - 5A – 6A



For years, Black women have had to straighten their hair to be accepted in most 
professions and by society. Now, they're bucking the old norms and refusing to 
straighten what comes naturally. A Clifton Park businesswoman is helping them.   At 
Stefanie's Beauty Supply store in Clifton Park, you'll notice the hair care products are 
geared toward a very specific clientele.  Owner Stefanie Thomas knows firsthand how 
crushing it is to be told you don't fit in because of your natural hair. It happened to her 
when she was just a child growing up in Glens Falls. She didn't want that for her 
daughter, so when the pandemic caused her to have to stay at home with her children, 
she decided to start a business that would empower Black girls and women. With no 
background as a businesswoman, she took a risk and says it is paying off in the 
community and in sales. Along with Black hair care products and wigs, you'll find books 
for kids extolling the virtues of embracing their natural hair and there's also the 
"empowerment blackboard."

6/24/21   WNYT   5P – 6P – WNYA 9P 

Shen junior Lucia Hingi is waiting to see if she will take home the top honors in a 
national culinary contest. She's following in the footsteps of her teacher as she looks for 
a win.  When Lucia is cooking, she is in her element. She learned her way around the 
kitchen by watching her mom, and she always gravitated to the desserts.  Fast forward, 
and she's whipping up a little notoriety for herself with her delicious desserts. The 
BOCES student recently won a state culinary bake-off, the NYS Skills competition.  She 
was egged on by her teacher, Chef Erica Weakley, who won the same competition 
when she was a student at BOCES.   Now Lucia has taken on the national SkillsUSA 
competition, and is a finalist doing what she loves most, whipping up delectable desert 
delights.

6/17/21  WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/22 

Local author and movie producer Arlene Brathwaite is known for her gritty urban novels. 
However, her real life story could be a made for TV movie itself.   Now she's out with a 
new podcast with her husband, Ali, as they tell how they lived apart for years while he 
served time in prison.  Ali says it happened when he was hanging with the wrong crowd, 
and someone was shot and killed in a robbery.  Ali was not the shooter, but his 
association with the others meant he would serve 21 years behind bars.  Now he's done 
his time and been released.  The podcast is entitled "It's About Time."  They discuss 
everything from raising your kids while a parent is in prison to how tough being behind 
bars is on a marriage.

6/30/21  WNYT   5P – 6P – WNYA 9P

ALBANY - There is a new grocery store in downtown Albany.  It's called Food Near Me, 
and it's located on North Pearl Street.  It's run by Kevin Skeen, an Albany high grad who 
wants to make sure his community is taken care of.  He's partnering with Capital Roots 
to offer fresh produce in what some say is a food desert.  "There was a necessity down 
here. They didn't have anything open," said Skeen. "That's what we wanted to do to 



help the community out with the local groceries. It's hot outside. They can come get a 
quick soda or water."  Skeen says he's planning to add ground beef and fresh chicken 
in the near future.

6/23/21  WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/22

SOUTH GLENS FALLS - Twins from South Glens Falls have finished at the very top of 
their graduating class.   The identical sisters have nearly identical grades.  Qwin and 
Elonne Pisacane were born just a couple of minutes apart and by all accounts, they're 
inseparable. After 13 years of school, they're separated by just 4/100ths of a point.  
They go everywhere together, do everything together, dance, field hockey, creative 
writing.  Both say they embrace being twins, even choosing to dress the same. So it 
stands to reason that after a high school career, taking the same rigorous AP and 
college courses, they have a nearly identical average. Both just a hair under 99. Qwin is 
the valedictorian and Elonne is the salutatorian.  Both girls say there has never been 
competition between them, only genuine empathy.  Qwin and Elonne are one of eight 
sets of twins who will graduate from South High Friday night at the Cool Insuring Arena, 
which is amazing when you consider there are 215 students in their graduating class.

6/1 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P – 11P - WNYA - 9p – 6/2 – WNYT – 5A - 6A
Troy community leaders hope youth basketball will help curb violence
Pastors and community leaders gathered at the 7th Avenue Park in Troy Tuesday evening to 
pray to keep youth safe from violence. It's the start of the Face Basketball Summer League. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday staring at 4:30, kids can come to the park to play basketball. 
The league is free for the youth. The whole goal is to put something together for the youth to 
keep them out of trouble. Organizers of the league are hoping to sign up more kids as the 
summer goes on. Hear more about their goals for this program by watching the video of 
Jonathan Hunter's story.

6/4 – WNYT – 5P 
NY state announces major loosening of mask mandates in schools, summer camps
New York state is announcing major changes to its mask mandates in schools and summer 
camps.
Starting Monday, June 7, indoor mask use will be "strongly encouraged," but not required for 
students, campers, and staff who are not fully vaccinated. Non-vaccinated people are 
encouraged to wear masks outdoors in high-risk situations. Fully-vaccinated people don’t 
need masks at all indoors or outdoors. Schools and camps can implement their own stricter 
standards. New York State United Teachers President Andy Pallotta issued the following 
statement: "Announcing on a Friday afternoon that masks will now be optional for both 
vaccinated and unvaccinated people in schools starting Monday — with only three weeks 
remaining in the school year — is whiplash-inducing news. Short 
of any additional guidance from the state or the CDC before Monday, we implore school 
districts to closely evaluate local conditions and connect with their educators and parents to 
decide the best course of action for protecting their school community."



6/7 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P – WNYA - 9p 
New guidance for masks in New York schools
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that with the state's low positivity rate and low risk of 
transmission by children, New York will allow schools to choose no masks outside for 
students. Masks will still be required inside. Schools, including those in the Shen district, were 
already prepared to take steps in this heat and humidity, both indoors and outdoors. "Even 
prior to the memo from Dr. Zucker, we were watching the temperature issue and talking to 
teachers about ensuring that we increase the frequency and duration of mask breaks for 
kids," said Dr. L. Oliver Robinson, Shenendehowa School Superintendent. This followed a 
weekend of confusion about masks for students. On Friday, with just about two weeks left of 
school, the state health commissioner issued a letter informing the CDC that the state would 
ease mask requirements as early as Monday. That news caught a lot of parents, teachers, 
and school administrators by surprise. Gov. Cuomo was asked Monday about the 
confusion.  "There was no confusion with the schools," he answered. "We said on Friday we 
were asking the CDC for guidance, and we would tell the schools on Monday what the 
guidance was. Which I just did." School superintendents have been working closely together 
throughout the pandemic. Dr. Robinson hopes that before more guidance is released, 
educators will be asked for their expert input. "That's the piece that I think is sometimes 
somewhat troubling is that we get something on Friday that we weren't even aware was 
coming, and secondly we ask ourselves if someone would have asked us what do you think, 
we would have said, you may want to consider this," he said. The governor said they also 
wanted to have school guidance align with guidance for summer camps. 

6/10 – WNYT – 11P – 6/11 – WNYT – 5A - 6A
The Cambridge Indians mascot remains for now
The Cambridge Central School District did not vote to remove the Indians mascot Thursday 
night. They instead came up with a compromise. It was a long meeting as the school board 
discussed all of their options. After a long discussion, many on the board did not feel 
comfortable voting to completely get rid of the Indians mascot just yet. They discussed for 
over an hour whether or not they wanted to remove the Indians mascot and name. "A mascot 
has really one job, which is to unify and if there is one thing that I've learned this year is that 
this mascot can no longer do it's job," said Jessica Roosevelt, a Cambridge Central School 
District Board Member. It was on their agenda to vote to remove the name and imagery. For 
the last eight months the school board took feedback from faculty, alumni and outside 
organizations. The goal was to determine whether or not the mascot was offensive and see 
how the community felt towards changing the name. "As a result of all that learning I have 
transitioned from being a fan to mascot and name that I always thought were, but I thought 
revered who they were to a student of who they are from what they suffered and survived," 
said Neil Gifford, the Cambridge Central School Board President. However, during the 
discussion the board wanted to come to a compromise. Some believed the school community 
was not ready to completely get rid of Indians mascot and imagery by July 1. "Certainly I 
implore the community to work together with us. I think we're getting very close. I got that 
sense," said Dillon Honyoust, a Cambridge Central School Board member. At the current 
moment the board wants to establish a committee to look at the issue. They want the 
committee to largely comprise of students. They also believe this should be tackled by the 
new school board that will come on board in July. The board agreed on the concept, but will 



come back next week for a special meeting to formally vote on the matter. So, for the time 
being the Indians mascot is still in place. 

6/10 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/11 – WNYT – 5A - 6A
Ballston Spa School District, HVCC team up to help high schoolers earn college credit
The Ballston Spa School District is teaming up with Hudson Valley Community College to 
create a school within a school. It's called the Spa Academy. It will allow high school students 
to complete a portion of their studies in a college environment and earn college credit at the 
same time. This is not the first time Hudson Valley and Ballston Spa have teamed up. They 
also developed the Clean Technologies and Sustainable Industries Early College High School 
in Malta.

6/16 – WNYT – 12P – 4P 
Teachers union calls for end of 'simultaneous teaching'
New York’s largest teachers union is calling for an end to concurrent learning. That’s the 
practice of half the class in person and half on a screen, learning from home. New York State 
United Teachers put out a statement that it's time to end the practice, saying it’s unfair for 
districts to expect or require teachers to do it. NYSUT says the logistics were distracting for 
students in both settings. The union vice president says the one thing they have learned is 
that face-to-face interaction is the best practice. NYSUT also wants state lawmakers to phase 
out remote learning as a primary instruction practice.

6/21 – WNYT – 12P – 4P - WNYA - 9p
Gillibrand continues to push for free school lunches for all
Students have plenty of things to worry about, and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand believes hunger 
shouldn't be one of them. While the USDA is currently providing free school meals, Gillibrand 
believes there needs to be a more permanent solution. She's been pushing for legislation that 
would provide free breakfast, lunch, dinner and a snack for all students, regardless of their 
economic background. Gillibrand says it would help more than 23,000 students in Albany 
County alone. She was at the South Colonie Central School District on Monday, where more 
than 30% of students currently receive free or reduced lunch.

6/25 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – WNYA – 9P 
Green Island community pays tribute to teen sadly killed before graduation
There was an empty chair at the Heatly School graduation in Green Island on Friday. It was 
reserved for a member of the class killed nearly a year and a half ago.Brandon Sylvester, 17, 
was hit by a car and killed as he crossed 787 at Tibbits Avenue. The empty seat had a picture 
of Brandon. His sister and two other teens were hit but survived. Police say the driver had the 
green light but was driving with a suspended license, and it was their 10th suspension. Due to 
the pandemic, the investigation slowed, so the family is still waiting to see if charges will be 
filed. His sister Jenna, still recovering herself, was walking the stage to accept his diploma

6/25 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P – 6/26 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Veteran scholarship bill awaits Gov. Cuomo's signature
There's a push to get Gov. Cuomo to sign a bill that expands eligibility for college scholarships 
for kids of veterans who were either disabled or killed while in the service. The bill passed 



both the Assembly and the Senate this past session. The New York state program that grants 
college scholarships to children of vets wounded or killed on the job only applies to vets who 
served after August 2, 1990. Steve Pechacek served in the Army from 1981 to 1985. He was 
injured in combat. Forty-four surgeries later, he's a disabled vet. With his daughter heading to 
nursing school in the fall, he has been advocating to get the date limitation removed.

Health

4/6  – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P
Sienna College Vaccine Clinic
Siena College hosts a vaccine clinic today – vaxxing 500 students-  as Vax 
eligibility expands today to NYers 16 yrs and older . PEOPLE 16 and oLDer are 
NOW eligible for A COVID vaccination in new york state. but health experts are 
urging patience, because the supply isn't keeping up with demand. And those 
under 18 must sign up for the pfizer vaccine. Meanwhile, about five hundred 
students at siena college rolled up their sleeves to get their shot today.  At least 
800 students have already gotten at least one dose. College president chris 
gibson says the school is well on its way to meeting the goal of vaccinating 70 
percent of students who live on campus.

4/6 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P 
Homeless Vaccinations
Sheriff Craig Apple leads a group vaccinating homeless people at City Mission in 
Albany. The goal of the pod is to vaccinate a vulnerable population that has been 
a challenge to target.. In the fight against coronavirus, they are a population 
many are concerned about – the homeless.  Those who are transient and 
vulnerable have been asking when ‘they’ will be vaccination.  For some that day 
came today thanks toan agency you might not expect – the Albany County 
Sheriff’s Department.  Elaine Houston has more.

4/6 – WNYT – 5P – 6P- 4/7 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Saratoga Pot  Impact
The 'city' of saratoga springs wants to be 'ready' when it becomes legal to 'sell' 
marijuana.  'Mark mulholland' is here to tell That the business 'community' views 
'pot' as another 'amenity' guests will expect. Mark?  Elaine, there won't be brick 
and mortar dispensaries until sometime next year, but conversations are 
underway now about where they should go. Health, history, horses, and weed? 
The City of Saratoga Springs draws visitors from all over the world for its 
attractions and amenities. Restaurants, bars, and retail shops are plentiful. And 
soon you can add marijuana to the offerings in the Spa City. City leaders have 
seen the pictures of long lines and backed up traffic in other states where pot is 
now legal and want to avoid that here. So over the next several months, the City 



Council will try to figure out where in the city---on Broadway or not---dispensaries 
and lounges will be allowed. The Chamber of Commerce says don't expect pot 
to transform Saratoga. Todd Shimkus/Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce-
--27:12----"There's hype at the beginning but at some point it just becomes 
another one of those amenities, like coffee shops, wineries, breweries, 
distilleries, and it's something that in particular, young travelers expect in a resort 
community, so I think there's opportunities for us here."

4/13 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/14 – WNYT - 5A – 
6A
 J & J Pause
NY State will follow the CDC and FDA recommendation and pause the use of 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine statewide immediately today while these health 
and safety agencies evaluate next steps. All appointments for Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines today at New York State mass vaccination sites will be 
honored with the Pfizer vaccine. CDC and FDA said they were investigating rare 
but potentially dangerous blood clots in six women.  These clots occurred several 
weeks after they received the Johnson and Johnson Vaccine.. All six were 
between the ages of 18 and 48.  In one case a woman died.  In anothera woman 
is in critical conditions.  More than six point eight million people have received the 
J and J vaccine in the US.  The vast majority had no or mild side effects.  Doctor 
Anthony Fauci says the pause will allow federal health officials to learn more.  

4/19 – WNYT – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 4/20 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
Care Packages for COVID Patients
They can spend days or even weeks in isolation in the hospital.  The loneliness 
of covid can sometimes be as challenging as the virus.  A 12 year old Whitehall 
girl is trying to brighten the lives of covid patients who are stuck in isolation.  Mia 
Waters heard through relatives who work at Glens Falls Hospital that patients 
were sturggling with the isolation that comes with Covid.  She decided to do 
somethinga bout it.  She’s just 12, Mia Waters of Whtiehall has compassion 
beyond her years.  When she heard from her grandfather who works at Glens 
Falls Hospital about the loneliness and boredome facing covid patients she 
decided to start collecting the donations.  Crafts, ntoebooks, puzzles, 
crosswords, anything that would get patients through the sometimes 
heargbreaking isolation. She asked her mom to post her efforts on Facebook and 
quickly took off.  The hospital now has acart filled with acitivites for patients in the 
covid unit or any where else they’re needed.



4/22 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 64/23 – WNYT - 5A – 
6A
Lake George Worker Shortage
Unprecedented challenges Lake George-area employers are facing in finding 
enough workers this year. For example, the Great Escape is seeking to hire 
1,500 people and held a job fair last weekend that landed them 9 employees. 
You'll find more help wanted signs this year in businesses that rely on seasonal 
workers. The Lake George-Warren County area expects to need about three 
thousand workers this summer. But they're increasingly hard to come by. At The 
Great Escape, they're doing on-line hiring and even drive-thru job fairs where 
people can get a job without getting out of their car.   They're also upping the pay 
to 15 dollars an hour for ride operators, security guards and lifeguards.   
Business leaders say it's never been more difficult to fill positions and they say 
state and federal unemployment benefits aren't helping. They point out that 
people who are able to work can often make more not working.  Still, stores, 
restaurants and attractions are doing whatever they can to attract employees.  

5/2 – WNYT – 4P – 6P – WNYA -9P Albany County Executive Daniel McCoy 
updates the Capital Region on the Covid-19 response
There are 20 new cases of the coronavirus in Albany County since Saturday. The 
five-day average for new daily positives decreased to 29.2 from 31.2. Albany 
County’s most recent seven-day average of percent positive rates is now down to 
1.6%, and the Capital Region’s is at 1.5%. There are 282 active cases in the 
county, down from 283 yesterday. There are also three new hospitalizations with 
six patients in the ICU. A total of  county residents are currently in the hospital for 
COVID-19. County Executive Dan McCoy says three of the local patients are 
under 25 years old. There are no new deaths in the county.   “I’m pleased to 
report another stable day of numbers with fewer positive cases. But we are 
heading into the graduation and prom season which means we need to continue 
encouraging everyone to get their vaccine shot,” said County Executive McCoy. 
“Our guidelines are broadening and other states surrounding us are lifting theirs 
as well. I ask you to continue to follow CDC recommendations so that everyone 
remains safe.”



6/7 – WNYT –6P -11P – WNYA -9P – 6/8 – WNYT – 5A – 6A
COVID positivity rate is <1% across entire state
Gov. Cuomo says the COVID positivity rate is below 1% in every region of the 
state. The last time that happened was August 19. The state’s daily positivity rate 
is 0.66%. The 7-day average is 0.51%. The governor also said Monday that 799 
people are in the hospital. A decrease of 17 people, and the first day below 800 
since October 8. Sadly, another nine people died. The positivity rate in the Capital 
Region was flat at 0.61% both days this weekend. The positivity rate in the 
Mohawk Valley dropped from 0.79% on Saturday to 0.74% on Sunday.

6/9 – WNYT – 4P – 5P -11P – WNYA -9P – 6/10 – WNYT – 5A – 6A
Bill protecting volunteer firefighters from vascular injuries heading to 
Cuomo's desk
Volunteer firefighters could soon be covered for vascular injuries they suffer while 
responding to fires. This is a push NewsChannel 13 has been covering for several 
months. A state Senate bill passed Wednesday afternoon honors Whitehall 
Volunteer Fire Company Chief James Brooks, who died last year after a vascular 
rupture he suffered responding to a fire. The cost of his care was more than $1 
million, but insurance didn't cover it. This bill would change that. It passed the 
Assembly last week, and is headed to the governor's desk.

6/18 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P 
Red Cross dealing with severe blood shortage
The American Red Cross is asking people to roll up their sleeves and give. They 
say they're facing a severe blood shortage as the number of trauma cases, organ 
transplants and elective surgeries continue to rise. UVM Medical Center in 
Burlington, Vermont says its blood bank usually operates at a seven-day supply, 
but it's currently operating at about half that. The Red Cross needs to collect 80 
pints of blood every day to meet hospital demand. That means 560 people need to 
give each week. The Red Cross is giving $5 Amazon gift cards to anyone who 
donates from now until June 30.



Education

4/1 – WNYT – 12P – 4P 
Fire at Boght Hills 
A Fire at Bought Hills Elementary School this morning in Colonie  broke out 
around 640 before school started.  There is significant damage to the gymnasium 
and cafeteria- cause being investigated.

5/18 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P -11P – WNYA -9P – 5/19 – WNYT – 5A – 6A  
What's the pandemic's impact on school budgets?
Capital Region school districts will be holding their school budget vote 
Tuesday.  NewsChannel 13's Paulina Bucka spoke with several area 
superintendents about their proposed budgets. Johnstown Central School District: 
"It was actually the last couple of years that we've been experiencing the really 
tough fiscal environment. The layoffs, the cuts all happened in recent years. The 
district has cut roughly 23% of its staff and teachers, over the past couple of years, 
since 2017," Superintendent Dr. William Crankshaw said.  Dr. Crankshaw says in 
the last couple of years, morale has been bad. At one point, the district was 
considering cancelling athletic programs, extracurricular programs, and some of 
their other core programs.  They had asked voters for a higher tax levy previously, 
almost eight percent, hoping that would help their struggling school system. 
However, as the district heads into the 2021 budget negotiations, the school district 
stands in a new light.  "If there is ever a silver lining with COVID-19, it was a little 
helpful. We did experience some savings. We really took seriously the task of 
spending efficiently, wisely, and really planning into the future," Dr. 
Crankshaw said. "Here we are in 2021, and we are fortunate enough to be in a 
very good fiscal place moving into next year. We found ourselves with some 
unanticipated aid that came in from the state." Schenectady City School 
District: "Going into the school year we were certainly in a very unfortunate 
situation, because the state was expending a lot of money. It caused a shortfall in 
the state budget, which translated to a shortfall to the school district. 
The withholding in state aid, and the possibility of the withholding, could possibly 
mean cuts to our budgets, permeant cuts," said Superintendent Dr. Aaron 
Bochniack.  Schenectady feared their trimmed down staff of nearly 400 fewer 
employees would be permanent. That breaks down to about 107 teachers, and 
231 para-professionals or teachers aides.  Class sizes got larger, and parents 
stepped in to really help with the shortfalls the district was experiencing.  However, 
there is hope going into the 2021-2022 fiscal year. The school, like others in the 
Capital Region, is getting additional funding from the state and federal 
government.  The state will be providing about $10.8 million in foundational aid as 
well as another $60 million from federal money. 



5/20 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 4P – 5P – WNYA -9P 
New mask rule at daycares, summer camps confuse parents
While many New Yorkers cheered the opportunity to lose their masks this week, 
some were scratching their heads and crying foul. Among them, parents of children 
going to daycares and summer camps. The new law of the land is that kids going 
to these places have to be masked up starting at 2 years old. Parents want to 
know why now. Gov. Cuomo said Thursday that it's because New York tends to 
follow federal guidelines. However, those federal guidelines he's referring to aren't 
new. They've been in place for months. What's new is that New York has suddenly 
decided to "mandate" that recommendation for little faces. Republican Senator 
Daphne Jordan says she is hearing from plenty of constituents from the 43rd 
District, parents who all want to know why kids have to suddenly wear masks now. 
Rachel Mandel is the Director of Health Education Services for Brightside Up, a 
child care resource and referral agency. She says the change is still pretty fresh 
and most reviews are still out, but claims feedback hasn't been all negative from 
the providers they work with. She also says the kids are allowed to remove masks 
for outside activities, where breathing might be difficult otherwise.  While she hasn't 
been given a direct explanation as to why the sudden change from the governor, 
she suspects a reason behind it.

5/24 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – WNYA -9P 
Ralliers upset over Cuomo's mask mandate for kids
A virtual rally is calling on the governor to reverse the mask mandate for children. 
Gov. Cuomo announced that new mandate last week. Kids ages 2+ in daycares or 
a camp setting will now need to wear a mask. Many have asked why now, when it 
hasn't been required in daycares the entire pandemic. Rensselaer County 
Executive Steve McLaughlin said the county won’t be enforcing this guidance. The 
rally is being hosted by state Republican senators, daycare providers and parents.

6/22 – WNYT – 11P – WNYA – 9P- 6/23 – WNYT - 5A – 6A
SUNY FMCC to offer classes in growing cannabis industry
Fulton-Montgomery Community College is the first in the region to offer cannabis 
certificates. The idea is to train students for jobs in a growing industry, after New 
York legalized recreational marijuana. The college will be offering two new 
individual studies certificates in the cannabis field: Cultivation Technician, for 
growing plants, and Cannabis Laboratory Technician, which will train students in 
the manufacturing side. Students will get hands-on training. The college is 
partnering with Vireo Health and Goodness Growth Holdings, which has a facility a 
couple of miles away. Vireo has plans to expand and add jobs in Johnstown as the 
industry around the country grows. New York allows adult use, in addition to 
medical marijuana. The expansion means a growing need for trained employees. 
Students get a chance to figure out if they like the work while earning credits. The 
company gets a chance to fill jobs. Students must be 21 years old to work in the 
cannabis industry.



6/23 – WNYT – 5P – 6P
South Glens Falls twins named valedictorian, salutatorian
Twins from South Glens Falls have finished at the very top of their graduating 
class. The identical sisters have nearly identical grades. Qwin and Elonne 
Pisacane were born just a couple of minutes apart and by all accounts, they're 
inseparable. After 13 years of school, they're separated by just 4/100ths of a point. 
They go everywhere together, do everything together, dance, field hockey, creative 
writing. Both say they embrace being twins, even choosing to dress the same. So it 
stands to reason that after a high school career, taking the same rigorous AP and 
college courses, they have a nearly identical average. Both just a hair under 99. 
Qwin is the valedictorian and Elonne is the salutatorian. Both girls say there has 
never been competition between them, only genuine empathy. Qwin and Elonne 
are one of eight sets of twins who will graduate from South High Friday night at the 
Cool Insuring Arena, which is amazing when you consider there are 215 students 
in their graduating class.

6/25 – WNYA – 9P- 6/26 – WNYT - 6A – 8A
RPI president Jackson to retire after more than two decades
RPI will have a new president next summer. After more than two decades, 
President Shirley Jackson announced her plans to retire. Jackson became the first 
African-American woman to lead a top-ranked research university when she was 
named the 18th president of the Troy institution. Her final day will be July 1, 2022.

4/3 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Stem Aeroscience
In today's stem 13 report the empire state aerosciences museum in glenville is back in 
business. The museum was closed for four months because of covid. And now they've 
reopened with a plan to keep visitors and staff healthy and safe. The museum is at the 
schenectady county airport. Visitors can see a collection of vintage aircraft, exhibits from the 
movies top gun and tora, tora, tora, and a mock up of the plane flown by amelia earhart.

4/9 - WNYT – 6p
Stem Olana Hemlocks
In tonight's stem 13 report, hemlock trees are taking center stage at a hudson valley 
landmark. The massive trees are a natural attraction  in a  new tour  at "olana", the former 
home of artist frederick church. A biologist with columbia-greene community college leads the 
up close tour of the trees Discussing the hemlock's history  and threats to its future from 
invasive species.  The hemlocks are also being celebrated in an art exhibit at olana called 
"the fallen" that opens may first.



4/16 – WNYT – 6P – 4/17 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Stem Bethlehem Olympics
In tonight's stem 13 report, students from bethlehem central high school are going for the 
gold, winning the regional science olympiad tournament. The bethlehem "a" team defeated 
thirteen other schools in the capital district, to advance to the state finals. The prestigious 
tournament tests students' knowledge by solving problems on a range of scientific topics.

5/14 - WNYT – 6p – WNYA – 9P
Stem Camp
If you have not signed up your child  for summer camps yet, you might want to consider a 
stem camp. In tonight's stem 13 report we are profiling the albany academies. At the science 
academy, campers spend a full day doing experiments in  chemistry, biology and physics:  the 
stuff  you *can't* do at home.  Kids  will be able to use microscopes and other tools to really 
dive into the science.

5/22 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Stem outdoors author
In today's stem 13 report, a new series of guidebooks is helping both kids and their parents 
get more out of their outdoors experience. Ever since mary kay carson was  a child she's 
been into nature. She writes about it and others like bird watching, fossils and survival skills. 
Her goal is to allow children to observe and  explore nature.

6/9 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P - 6P - WNYA - 9p 
Partial solar eclipse viewing tips
Just after sunrise Thursday morning, you'll have the chance to see a special sight along the 
eastern horizon, a partial solar eclipse. "For most of us, it will be a crescent. That is the most 
that we will see, like a Pac-Man," said George Hassel, teaching faculty for physics and 
astronomy at Siena College. It occurs when the moon moves between the earth and sun, 
casting a shadow and blocking some of the sun's light. Around 5:35 a.m. you'll get the best 
look. "It will actually go pretty quickly once it starts," he added. For the best viewing spot, head 
to a place with a clear and unobstructed view of the eastern horizon. However, you shouldn't 
just turn an eye to the sky. Solar eclipse glasses are a safe option.  "The thing to avoid is to 
try to look directly at it. Don't use binoculars and don't use a telescope," Hassel said. A DIY 
pinhole projector will also work. While partial eclipses happen about twice a year, being able 
to see one clearly and in-person is a rarity. "The next one that we will be able to see well is in 
April of 2024," he said. 

6/11 – WNYT – 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/12 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
MiSci exhibit teaching physics through mini-golf
An interactive exhibit at MiSci in Schenectady is called "Engineering the Perfect Shot." It uses 
miniature golf to teach the science of physics. Each of the nine holes is designed to 
demonstrate a concept such as motion, friction, or collision. Players track their progress using 
a digital scorecard, accessible with any smart device. The exhibit runs through October 24.



6/18 – WNYT – 6P – 11P - WNYA - 9p – 6/19 – WNYT – 6A- 8A
Largest model airplane in the world lands at Glenville museum
The largest model airplane in the world is now in Glenville. It's a 102-foot replica of the 
supersonic Concorde. It weighs 24,000 pounds and is half the size of the actual Concorde. It 
was a landmark in Times Square for many years, promoting British Airways. Now it has a new 
home at the Empire State Aerosciences Museum.

6/25 – WNYT – 6P – 6/26 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Girl Scouts create pollinator garden at Colonie Town Library
Birds and bees, bats and butterflies all play a major role in helping plants reproduce. 
However, their habitats are being drastically altered by humans. Two local girl scouts have 
created a pollinator garden outside the Colonie Town Library.
They want to raise awareness and help visitors to the library appreciate nature. Schuyler Klee 
and fellow Girl Scout Gianna Lorusso earned a Silver Award for their work on the pollinator 
garden.

NewsChannel is hosting a section of the website  www.wnyt.com as “Your Vaccination 
Station”.  It is an area that a viewer can log on to in order to find a location to get a 
vaccine and sign up for one.   The information relates to viewers in New York, 
Massachusetts and Vermont.  There is also a link for CDC vaccine FAQs.  

http://www.wnyt.com
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Segments are approximately 2-6 minutes in length and aired during the newscasts 
noted next to each story.  The newscasts air Monday through Friday at 5a-7a, 12p-
12:30p, 4p-6:30p, 9p-9:30p, 11p-11:35p on Saturday from 6a-7a, 8a-9a, 6p-6:30p, 9p-
9:30p, 11p-11:30p,  as well as Sundays from 7a-9a, 6p-6:30p, 9p-9:30p, 11p-11:35p.

Today’s Women

4/1 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA - 9p – 4/4 – WNYT – 8a
Traveling nurse with Albany ties spreading love during pandemic
Tyhisha Ghaffar-Adjei learned to be of service to others from the women in her life. Her mom 
and aunt were nurses and activists. As a teen, she was somewhat embarrassed when she 
would accompany her mom on the streets feeding people under bridges, at train stations. 
However, a spirit of giving was solidified, and like her mom, this traveling nurse also fed those 
in need in the city and Albany, which she decided to call home. She formed a non-profit called 
Guardians of Al-Fitrah. Last year, she found the greatest need among the elderly during the 
pandemic. It's not just food. They also need love. Ghaffar-Adjei found plenty of that to also 
give away.

4/8 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA - 9p – 4/11 – WNYT – 8a
Capital Region DJ keeping celebrations fun and safe
We know the pandemic caused many couples to postpone their weddings once venues 
closed down, but when things re-opened, some DJs were still unable to accommodate clients. 
However, one local DJ managed to keep the celebrations going by changing her style. 
Caroline Kurkowski developed a love of music at a young age. Her first concert was "Kool and 
the Gang" at age 10. After that, celebrating good times just became part of her life. However, 
she would eventually turn the music down and turn up her love for teaching, especially for 
those with special needs. Six years ago, she couldn't fight that feeling of wanting to return to 
music and help people celebrate one of the biggest moments of their lives. So she started 
Upbeat Occasions and became a DJ. When the pandemic hit, she had to re-evaluate things. 
Instead of shutting down, she began working on a plan. When venues opened back up even 
partially, she was ready.

4/22 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA- 9p – 4/25 – WNYT – 8a
Woman brings high 'energy' to law field
If you talk to Amanda Devito-Trinsey, she would tell you she didn't foresee herself as a 
defender of Lady Justice. She planned to be on the world stage as a professional dancer. 
However, an internship at the Albany law firm Couch White changed her mind. Energy law, an 
area not flush with female lawyers, is what she chose. As an energy lawyer, she makes sure 
costs are balanced and reasonable for customers. In her 10 short years, she has moved up 



the ladder quickly, becoming a partner, fighting to pull more women into her specialty, and 
receiving accolades, most recently recognition as a 40-under-40, meaning she's among some 
of the most successful young leaders in the area. She's also a kidney transplant recipient, and 
is part of a support group to help others who want kids following transplant surgery.

5/6 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/9– WNYT – 8a
Albany gym owner mixing compassion with cardio
At PWR Training Facility in Albany, trainer Brittany Burnham puts members through their 
paces, but always manages to mix compassion with the cardio. She constantly reminds 
members they have it in them to succeed and win at anything they want. This philosophy of 
inspiring others was developed when she was a coach at an inner-city school for girls in 
Albany. It also came from some hard life experiences. When she was a single mother, 
Burnham says she was in an abusive relationship, and it inspired her to help women. 
However, she had to help herself first. Burnham applied for a coach's position at a local 
college. She wasn't hired, but that turned into a blessing. It forced her to take the leap at 
owning her own gym. The only space she could afford was her mom's backyard, but her style 
appealed to women, and that backyard was eventually packed. Soon her dream became a 
reality.

5/13 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/16– WNYT – 8a
Greenville Drive-In lending space to artists, craftspeople
Many local craftspeople and artists have found themselves without the ability to sell their 
wares, because the venues where they used to sell have closed down. Now things are 
beginning to open back up, but until they do completely, two women have come up with a 
plan of their own. Two Ladies Market is the idea of Robin Papa and Samantha Duncan. When 
the world fully comes back to normal, it would have meant there still would have been no 
place in the Greenville area for them to sell their items. If there is anything the pandemic has 
taught them, it is to pivot and make a change. So Papa and Duncan, thanks to help from the 
Greenville Drive-In on State Route 32, will now use the drive-in as a spot for venders in the 
area to sell their wares on a regular basis. The response from women has been 
overwhelming.

5/20 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/23– WNYT – 8a
All-female Malta real-estate brokerage breaking barriers
During the pandemic, home prices didn't decline, but they were flat. Now home prices are 
skyrocketing. Also exceeding the boundaries is a female dominated realty company in Malta. 
While their image is powerful, they haven't forgotten the community that got them there. 
Signature One Realty Group is led by Cindy Quade, who's been in the business for 37 years 
and has the magazine articles and awards to show for it. Back then, it was really a male 
dominated profession and Quade worked hard to learn the ropes. Eventually she went into 
business for herself with one mission in mind, making sure the client comes first. Her small 
independent brokerage is run by a team of women only.



5/27 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 5/30– WNYT – 8a
Health professional calls for better vaccine access for minorities
A year into the pandemic, a local Black health care professional is calling for changes in 
Albany County's COVID vaccination response to make sure Blacks have better access. She's 
created a team that has vaccinated thousands of Blacks, but wonders what happens when 
the next health crisis occurs? Dr. Brenda Robinson's passion to become a nurse was nurtured 
as a child by watching her grandmother aid the shut-in. However, she says when it came time 
for her grandparents to receive medical care for cancer, it was deficient, uncaring and doctors 
didn't educate them. The relationship between Blacks and the medical profession has been 
strained for years. The pandemic illuminated the health disparities, but Robinson says a year 
later, not much changed. So Robinson, the founder of the Black Nurses Coalition, took to 
social media and Zoom to educate Blacks about the virus. When the vaccine became 
available, she returned to Zoom to explain it. Her group then hit the streets, vaccinating 
Blacks, but again she says health disparities made it difficult. The national media noted her 
actions and the thousands of people her group vaccinated. However, in Albany County where 
she made numerous attempts to be part of or designate other minorities to sit at the table with 
the Albany County executive and health care decision makers to discuss vaccine access for 
minorities, she was snubbed.

6/10 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 6/13 – WNYT – 8a
Clifton Park storeowner encouraging Black women to embrace natural beauty
For years, Black women have had to straighten their hair to be accepted in most professions 
and by society. Now, they're bucking the old norms and refusing to straighten what comes 
naturally. A Clifton Park businesswoman is helping them. At Stefanie's Beauty Supply store in 
Clifton Park, you'll notice the hair care products are geared toward a very specific clientele. 
Owner Stefanie Thomas knows firsthand how crushing it is to be told you don't fit in because 
of your natural hair. It happened to her when she was just a child growing up in Glens Falls. 
She didn't want that for her daughter, so when the pandemic caused her to have to stay at 
home with her children, she decided to start a business that would empower Black girls and 
women. With no background as a businesswoman, she took a risk and says it is paying off in 
the community and in sales. Along with Black hair care products and wigs, you'll find books for 
kids extolling the virtues of embracing their natural hair and there's also the "empowerment 
blackboard."

6/17 – WNYT – 5p – WNYA -9p – 6/20 – WNYT – 8a
Couple's new podcast explores life when spouse is behind bars
Local author and movie producer Arlene Brathwaite is known for her gritty urban novels. 
However, her real life story could be a made for TV movie itself. Now she's out with a new 
podcast with her husband, Ali, as they tell how they lived apart for years while he served time 
in prison. Ali says it happened when he was hanging with the wrong crowd, and someone was 
shot and killed in a robbery. Ali was not the shooter, but his association with the others meant 
he would serve 21 years behind bars. Now he's done his time and been released. The 
podcast is entitled "It's About Time." They discuss everything from raising your kids while a 
parent is in prison to how tough being behind bars is on a marriage.



6/24 – WNYT – 5P – WNYA – 9P – 6/27 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Shen junior's delectable desserts lead to nationwide competition
Shen junior Lucia Hingi is waiting to see if she will take home the top honors in a national 
culinary contest. She's following in the footsteps of her teacher as she looks for a win. When 
Lucia is cooking, she is in her element. She learned her way around the kitchen by watching 
her mom, and she always gravitated to the desserts. Fast forward, and she's whipping up a 
little notoriety for herself with her delicious desserts. The BOCES student recently won a state 
culinary bake-off, the NYS Skills competition. She was egged on by her teacher, Chef Erica 
Weakley, who won the same competition when she was a student at BOCES. Now Lucia has 
taken on the national SkillsUSA competition, and is a finalist doing what she loves most, 
whipping up delectable desert delights. NewsChannel 13 will keep you updated on the results.

Stem 13   --    Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

4/3 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Stem Aeroscience
In today's stem 13 report the empire state aerosciences museum in glenville is back in 
business. The museum was closed for four months because of covid. And now they've 
reopened with a plan to keep visitors and staff healthy and safe. The museum is at the 
schenectady county airport. Visitors can see a collection of vintage aircraft, exhibits from the 
movies top gun and tora, tora, tora, and a mock up of the plane flown by amelia earhart.

4/9 - WNYT – 6p
Stem Olana Hemlocks
In tonight's stem 13 report, hemlock trees are taking center stage at a hudson valley 
landmark. The massive trees are a natural attraction  in a  new tour  at "olana", the former 
home of artist frederick church. A biologist with columbia-greene community college leads the 
up close tour of the trees Discussing the hemlock's history  and threats to its future from 
invasive species.  The hemlocks are also being celebrated in an art exhibit at olana called 
"the fallen" that opens may first.

4/16 – WNYT – 6P – 4/17 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Stem Bethlehem Olympics
In tonight's stem 13 report, students from bethlehem central high school are going for the 
gold, winning the regional science olympiad tournament. The bethlehem "a" team defeated 
thirteen other schools in the capital district, to advance to the state finals. The prestigious 
tournament tests students' knowledge by solving problems on a range of scientific topics.

5/14 - WNYT – 6p – WNYA – 9P
Stem Camp



If you have not signed up your child  for summer camps yet, you might want to consider a 
stem camp. In tonight's stem 13 report we are profiling the albany academies. At the science 
academy, campers spend a full day doing experiments in  chemistry, biology and physics:  the 
stuff  you *can't* do at home.  Kids  will be able to use microscopes and other tools to really 
dive into the science.

5/22 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Stem outdoors author
In today's stem 13 report, a new series of guidebooks is helping both kids and their parents 
get more out of their outdoors experience. Ever since mary kay carson was  a child she's 
been into nature. She writes about it and others like bird watching, fossils and survival skills. 
Her goal is to allow children to observe and  explore nature.

6/9 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P – 4P - 6P - WNYA - 9p 
Partial solar eclipse viewing tips
Just after sunrise Thursday morning, you'll have the chance to see a special sight along the 
eastern horizon, a partial solar eclipse. "For most of us, it will be a crescent. That is the most 
that we will see, like a Pac-Man," said George Hassel, teaching faculty for physics and 
astronomy at Siena College. It occurs when the moon moves between the earth and sun, 
casting a shadow and blocking some of the sun's light. Around 5:35 a.m. you'll get the best 
look. "It will actually go pretty quickly once it starts," he added. For the best viewing spot, head 
to a place with a clear and unobstructed view of the eastern horizon. However, you shouldn't 
just turn an eye to the sky. Solar eclipse glasses are a safe option.  "The thing to avoid is to 
try to look directly at it. Don't use binoculars and don't use a telescope," Hassel said. A DIY 
pinhole projector will also work. While partial eclipses happen about twice a year, being able 
to see one clearly and in-person is a rarity. "The next one that we will be able to see well is in 
April of 2024," he said. 

6/11 – WNYT – 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/12 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
MiSci exhibit teaching physics through mini-golf
An interactive exhibit at MiSci in Schenectady is called "Engineering the Perfect Shot." It uses 
miniature golf to teach the science of physics. Each of the nine holes is designed to 
demonstrate a concept such as motion, friction, or collision. Players track their progress using 
a digital scorecard, accessible with any smart device. The exhibit runs through October 24.

6/18 – WNYT – 6P – 11P - WNYA - 9p – 6/19 – WNYT – 6A- 8A
Largest model airplane in the world lands at Glenville museum
The largest model airplane in the world is now in Glenville. It's a 102-foot replica of the 
supersonic Concorde. It weighs 24,000 pounds and is half the size of the actual Concorde. It 
was a landmark in Times Square for many years, promoting British Airways. Now it has a new 
home at the Empire State Aerosciences Museum.



6/25 – WNYT – 6P – 6/26 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Girl Scouts create pollinator garden at Colonie Town Library
Birds and bees, bats and butterflies all play a major role in helping plants reproduce. 
However, their habitats are being drastically altered by humans. Two local girl scouts have 
created a pollinator garden outside the Colonie Town Library.
They want to raise awareness and help visitors to the library appreciate nature. Schuyler Klee 
and fellow Girl Scout Gianna Lorusso earned a Silver Award for their work on the pollinator 
garden.

Commit to Kids   

6/1 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P – 11P - WNYA - 9p – 6/2 – WNYT – 5A - 6A
Troy community leaders hope youth basketball will help curb violence
Pastors and community leaders gathered at the 7th Avenue Park in Troy Tuesday evening to 
pray to keep youth safe from violence. It's the start of the Face Basketball Summer League. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday staring at 4:30, kids can come to the park to play basketball. 
The league is free for the youth. The whole goal is to put something together for the youth to 
keep them out of trouble. Organizers of the league are hoping to sign up more kids as the 
summer goes on. Hear more about their goals for this program by watching the video of 
Jonathan Hunter's story.

6/4 – WNYT – 5P 
NY state announces major loosening of mask mandates in schools, summer camps
New York state is announcing major changes to its mask mandates in schools and summer 
camps.
Starting Monday, June 7, indoor mask use will be "strongly encouraged," but not required for 
students, campers, and staff who are not fully vaccinated. Non-vaccinated people are 
encouraged to wear masks outdoors in high-risk situations. Fully-vaccinated people don’t 
need masks at all indoors or outdoors. Schools and camps can implement their own stricter 
standards. New York State United Teachers President Andy Pallotta issued the following 
statement: "Announcing on a Friday afternoon that masks will now be optional for both 
vaccinated and unvaccinated people in schools starting Monday — with only three weeks 
remaining in the school year — is whiplash-inducing news. Short 
of any additional guidance from the state or the CDC before Monday, we implore school 
districts to closely evaluate local conditions and connect with their educators and parents to 
decide the best course of action for protecting their school community."

6/7 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P – WNYA - 9p 
New guidance for masks in New York schools
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that with the state's low positivity rate and low risk of 
transmission by children, New York will allow schools to choose no masks outside for 
students. Masks will still be required inside. Schools, including those in the Shen district, were 
already prepared to take steps in this heat and humidity, both indoors and outdoors. "Even 
prior to the memo from Dr. Zucker, we were watching the temperature issue and talking to 
teachers about ensuring that we increase the frequency and duration of mask breaks for 



kids," said Dr. L. Oliver Robinson, Shenendehowa School Superintendent. This followed a 
weekend of confusion about masks for students. On Friday, with just about two weeks left of 
school, the state health commissioner issued a letter informing the CDC that the state would 
ease mask requirements as early as Monday. That news caught a lot of parents, teachers, 
and school administrators by surprise. Gov. Cuomo was asked Monday about the 
confusion.  "There was no confusion with the schools," he answered. "We said on Friday we 
were asking the CDC for guidance, and we would tell the schools on Monday what the 
guidance was. Which I just did." School superintendents have been working closely together 
throughout the pandemic. Dr. Robinson hopes that before more guidance is released, 
educators will be asked for their expert input. "That's the piece that I think is sometimes 
somewhat troubling is that we get something on Friday that we weren't even aware was 
coming, and secondly we ask ourselves if someone would have asked us what do you think, 
we would have said, you may want to consider this," he said. The governor said they also 
wanted to have school guidance align with guidance for summer camps. 

6/10 – WNYT – 11P – 6/11 – WNYT – 5A - 6A
The Cambridge Indians mascot remains for now
The Cambridge Central School District did not vote to remove the Indians mascot Thursday 
night. They instead came up with a compromise. It was a long meeting as the school board 
discussed all of their options. After a long discussion, many on the board did not feel 
comfortable voting to completely get rid of the Indians mascot just yet. They discussed for 
over an hour whether or not they wanted to remove the Indians mascot and name. "A mascot 
has really one job, which is to unify and if there is one thing that I've learned this year is that 
this mascot can no longer do it's job," said Jessica Roosevelt, a Cambridge Central School 
District Board Member. It was on their agenda to vote to remove the name and imagery. For 
the last eight months the school board took feedback from faculty, alumni and outside 
organizations. The goal was to determine whether or not the mascot was offensive and see 
how the community felt towards changing the name. "As a result of all that learning I have 
transitioned from being a fan to mascot and name that I always thought were, but I thought 
revered who they were to a student of who they are from what they suffered and survived," 
said Neil Gifford, the Cambridge Central School Board President. However, during the 
discussion the board wanted to come to a compromise. Some believed the school community 
was not ready to completely get rid of Indians mascot and imagery by July 1. "Certainly I 
implore the community to work together with us. I think we're getting very close. I got that 
sense," said Dillon Honyoust, a Cambridge Central School Board member. At the current 
moment the board wants to establish a committee to look at the issue. They want the 
committee to largely comprise of students. They also believe this should be tackled by the 
new school board that will come on board in July. The board agreed on the concept, but will 
come back next week for a special meeting to formally vote on the matter. So, for the time 
being the Indians mascot is still in place. 

6/10 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/11 – WNYT – 5A - 6A
Ballston Spa School District, HVCC team up to help high schoolers earn college credit
The Ballston Spa School District is teaming up with Hudson Valley Community College to 
create a school within a school. It's called the Spa Academy. It will allow high school students 
to complete a portion of their studies in a college environment and earn college credit at the 



same time. This is not the first time Hudson Valley and Ballston Spa have teamed up. They 
also developed the Clean Technologies and Sustainable Industries Early College High School 
in Malta.

6/16 – WNYT – 12P – 4P 
Teachers union calls for end of 'simultaneous teaching'
New York’s largest teachers union is calling for an end to concurrent learning. That’s the 
practice of half the class in person and half on a screen, learning from home. New York State 
United Teachers put out a statement that it's time to end the practice, saying it’s unfair for 
districts to expect or require teachers to do it. NYSUT says the logistics were distracting for 
students in both settings. The union vice president says the one thing they have learned is 
that face-to-face interaction is the best practice. NYSUT also wants state lawmakers to phase 
out remote learning as a primary instruction practice.

6/21 – WNYT – 12P – 4P - WNYA - 9p
Gillibrand continues to push for free school lunches for all
Students have plenty of things to worry about, and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand believes hunger 
shouldn't be one of them. While the USDA is currently providing free school meals, Gillibrand 
believes there needs to be a more permanent solution. She's been pushing for legislation that 
would provide free breakfast, lunch, dinner and a snack for all students, regardless of their 
economic background. Gillibrand says it would help more than 23,000 students in Albany 
County alone. She was at the South Colonie Central School District on Monday, where more 
than 30% of students currently receive free or reduced lunch.

6/25 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – WNYA – 9P 
Green Island community pays tribute to teen sadly killed before graduation
There was an empty chair at the Heatly School graduation in Green Island on Friday. It was 
reserved for a member of the class killed nearly a year and a half ago.Brandon Sylvester, 17, 
was hit by a car and killed as he crossed 787 at Tibbits Avenue. The empty seat had a picture 
of Brandon. His sister and two other teens were hit but survived. Police say the driver had the 
green light but was driving with a suspended license, and it was their 10th suspension. Due to 
the pandemic, the investigation slowed, so the family is still waiting to see if charges will be 
filed. His sister Jenna, still recovering herself, was walking the stage to accept his diploma

6/25 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P – 6/26 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Veteran scholarship bill awaits Gov. Cuomo's signature
There's a push to get Gov. Cuomo to sign a bill that expands eligibility for college scholarships 
for kids of veterans who were either disabled or killed while in the service. The bill passed 
both the Assembly and the Senate this past session. The New York state program that grants 
college scholarships to children of vets wounded or killed on the job only applies to vets who 
served after August 2, 1990. Steve Pechacek served in the Army from 1981 to 1985. He was 
injured in combat. Forty-four surgeries later, he's a disabled vet. With his daughter heading to 
nursing school in the fall, he has been advocating to get the date limitation removed.



13 Investigates
5/13 – WNYT – 12P - 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p 
Puppy mill legislation would ban cat, dog sales from local pet shops
Legislation to get rid of retail sales of puppies and kittens at local pet stores is now waiting for 
passage by the state Assembly. As NewsChannel 13 reported earlier this month, the bill was 
passed by the state Senate. The reality isn't as playful or cheery as those pet shop storefronts 
make it out to be. These animals have become what Bill Ketzer of the ASPCA calls a widget 
that doesn't get proper veterinary care, grooming, or socialization. They're bred purely for 
distribution and often times kept in wire cages no larger than a dishwasher. The legislation 
penned by Assemblywoman Linda Rosenthal and Senator Michael Gianeris is called the 
"Puppy Mill Pipeline Bill," and aims to get rid of retail sales of dogs and cats at local pet 
shops.
5/19 – WNYT – 4P – 6P 
Affordable housing advocates paint grim picture in Capital Region
With a moratorium in place for tenants who have lost their job and no real threat of eviction, 
it's been calculated that nearly eight million rental properties across the country are behind on 
payments. However, for those looking for affordable housing during the moratorium and 
global pandemic, the ride hasn't been smooth. That includes Mildred Villegas. When you ask 
Villegas to describe what 2020 was like to her, she can do it in one word, "tumultuous." She 
was quarantined, and also battled pneumonia and a cold. After quarantine, she left her home 
in Saratoga Springs, and traveled down south trying to get away from the growing COVID 
numbers here in New York. She then came back and landed on her daughter's couch for 
months longer than she expected. Then a fight left her on the streets, homeless in December, 
with only the clothes on her back. She says she was terrified of even the idea of a shelter, 
thinking she would be killed there. However, her fears were unfounded. At Mercy House, she 
connected with Sondra Young, the executive director of Catholic Charities. Suddenly, her 
situation wasn't as solitary as Villegas imagined. However, Young paints a grim picture of the 
affordable housing situation in our area. She says on any given day, their wait list at Catholic 
Charities is about 100 people, but right now, it’s 200 and counting. She says people aren't 
leaving, and things may get worse when the eviction moratorium lifts. She's not the only one 
worried. Her fears are echoed by people like Laura Felts, with the United Tenants of Albany. 
She warns she thinks we're going to see mass homelessness and mass evictions. Learn 
about why a program that was supposed to help tenants isn't helping the way it was meant to 
by watching the video of Paulina Bucka's story.  When the pandemic hit last March, it crippled 
our economy in many ways. People shuttered at home while businesses closed their doors. 
Many lost their income others lost their lives. But with it, our already struggling affordable 



housing situation strained local land lords and tenants alike. Laura Felts with United Tenants 
of Albany says in New York 'we are seeing somewhere between 800 thousand and a million 
households have been unable to pay the cost of their rent.' But before the pandemic the 
Capital Region saw about 4,000-5,000 evictions a year. Nationally while there has been a 
moratorium in place since September of 2020, that doesn't mean some didn't lose their 
housing. Laura Felts with United Tenants of Albany says, 'over the course of this year 
[they've] seen 2 state rental assistance programs.' She says however, only 2% of people in 
crisis have actually received the money. In fact in Albany County, the Sheriff says evictions 
were down in 2020 with a total of 308 compared to 1098 in 2019. So far this year, they've 
completed 4 evictions and have 97 warrants that are still pending.The Saratoga County 
Sheriff says they've had 13 evictions since September. Statewide, the office of court 
administration says 6,817 people have filed hardship declarations.  With 5,000 pending 
evictions, 1000 are to prevent eviction. Sondra Young with Catholic Charities says because of 
the moratorium 'no one is really in imminent risk of eviction some of the funds are only for 
imminent risk.' 4 million dollars came down through the cares act to Syracuse and Onondaga 
County to help aid tenants paying rent, but only about 72,000 has actually made its way to the 
people according to the court of administration. There's also been programs rolled out by the 
Housing and Urban Development, HUD, to help renters in tough situations. But Laura says 
none of her tenants has benefitted from the program. It's not just the tenants who are 
struggling. Sondra says the focus has been on the tenants, but landlords are also hard-hit. 
She says most of that money won't make it to struggling people until the pandemic restrictions 
are all lifted.

5/18 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P - 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p  
What's the pandemic's impact on school budgets? 
Capital Region school districts will be holding their school budget vote 
Tuesday. NewsChannel 13's Paulina Bucka spoke with several area superintendents about 
their proposed budgets. Johnstown Central School District:"It was actually the last couple 
of years that we've been experiencing the really tough fiscal environment. The layoffs, the 
cuts all happened in recent years. The district has cut roughly 23% of its staff and teachers, 
over the past couple of years, since 2017," Superintendent Dr. William Crankshaw said. Dr. 
Crankshaw says in the last couple of years, morale has been bad. At one point, the district 
was considering cancelling athletic programs, extracurricular programs, and some of their 
other core programs. They had asked voters for a higher tax levy previously, almost eight 
percent, hoping that would help their struggling school system. However, as the district heads 
into the 2021 budget negotiations, the school district stands in a new light. "If there is ever a 
silver lining with COVID-19, it was a little helpful. We did experience some savings. We really 
took seriously the task of spending efficiently, wisely, and really planning into the future," Dr. 
Crankshaw said. "Here we are in 2021, and we are fortunate enough to be in a very good 
fiscal place moving into next year. We found ourselves with some unanticipated aid that came 
in from the state."  Schenectady City School District: "Going into the school year we were 
certainly in a very unfortunate situation, because the state was expending a lot of money. It 
caused a shortfall in the state budget, which translated to a shortfall to the school district. 



The withholding in state aid, and the possibility of the withholding, could possibly mean cuts to 
our budgets, permeant cuts," said Superintendent Dr. Aaron Bochniack. Schenectady feared 
their trimmed down staff of nearly 400 fewer employees would be permanent. That breaks 
down to about 107 teachers, and 231 para-professionals or teachers aides. Class sizes got 
larger, and parents stepped in to really help with the shortfalls the district was 
experiencing. However, there is hope going into the 2021-2022 fiscal year. The school, like 
others in the Capital Region, is getting additional funding from the state and federal 
government. The state will be providing about $10.8 million in foundational aid as well as 
another $60 million from federal money. 

6/18 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P - 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p 
13 Investigates: The pandemic's impact on substance abuse
We know that COVID-19 can be deadly, but the shutdown that aimed to prevent disease 
spread, triggered another killer, substance abuse.  The CDC says more people died of 
overdoses in the 12 months ending in May 2020, than in any prior 12-month 
period.NewsChannel 13’s Benita Zahn spoke with one substance abuse counselor about the 
startling jump.“I thank god that I was a couple of years into recovery when the pandemic 
started, because I’ve already been practicing and using the tools I learned when I got sober,” 
Nick Hassan said. It has been almost six years since Hassan took the first step in his recovery 
journey. Now, he is a substance abuse counselor. He feared the pandemic would be big 
trouble for those in recovery, especially folks early in the process. “There’s a 1-2 punch when 
it comes to addiction. The first two things are isolation and chaos. That’s the perfect storm, 
and that creates relapse in those that are trying to recover,” Hassan explained. Sadly, he was 
right. In some states, overdose deaths rose more than 40%. With no ability to get to support 
meetings, it was cold turkey, and many could not manage. It was not just those already in 
recovery. “We also had a surge in people who never did these drugs before, recreational 
users if you will. Not being at work and having a lot of time, you get alcohol delivered to your 
house. You get drugs delivered to your house,” said Timothy Murdick, president of the 
grassroots group Nopiates. Murdick lost his 22-year-old son to a drug overdose five and a half 
years ago. As he points out, these new users spiraled down a rabbit hole they had no idea 
how to escape. “They got a boat load of money in their pockets, and they’re not going to get 
kicked out of their apartments. They don’t really have to worry about any police involvement 
because of bail reform, so they’re going to order their drugs of choice,” Murdick explained. 
“It’s going to be delivered to their apartment and that’s kind of how the whole process goes.” 
Even as recovery programs re-open, Murdick and Hassan say we all have to do our part to 
save lives. That means removing the stigma surrounding substance abuse.

5/19 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P - 4P 
Many questions remain over fan capacity at Saratoga this year
It's less than two months until Saratoga Race Course opens. The lingering question remains 
over how many people will be allowed in the track this summer. Even the people who run the 
track want to know. The 2020 Saratoga racing season was so quiet you could hear the horses 
thundering down the stretch. No fans allowed in made for an eerie feeling. Just across Nelson 
Avenue, it was also quiet at the typically popular Horseshoe Inn, where without the track and 
with customers required to stay seated, business was off 80%. That wasn't sustainable for 
owner Charlie Hoertkorn and his partner. He says they've put in well over six figures of 



personal savings just to stay afloat and keep people employed. Hoertkorn needs the state to 
relax the six-foot social distancing rule, and he needs the track to welcome back big crowds in 
order to survive. However, the news coming from the state offers a glimmer of hope. Based 
on the 33% capacity rule as of May 19, NYRA says they can have at least 15,000 people at 
the track, and expect it to be even more when the track opens on July 15.

5/19 – WNYT - 6P - WNYA - 9p 
SPAC plans for socially distanced summer with masks
Last summer was like no other at the Saratoga Performing Arts Center. No ballet, no 
orchestra, no rock concerts or country music. However, plans for this summer at SPAC are 
coming together.There will be performances by the New York City ballet, and the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. The Zac Brown Band will be playing there in the fall.How many people will be 
allowed into any of those performances is still a moving target. For hundreds of thousands of 
us, summer isn't summer without SPAC. Whether it's Live Nation concerts by Dave Matthews 
and Zac Brown, performances of the New York City Ballet, or the Philadelphia Orchestra. 
However, the amphitheater stage was dark for the entire summer of 2020. During a one-on-
one conversation, SPAC President and CEO Elizabeth Sobol says they worked harder than 
ever, holding more than 200 events from dancing and drumming classes to outdoor film 
nights. They ended 2020 in the black, helped by an increase in contributions and slashing 
expenses. They didn't take the $2.3 million loss they usually do on presenting classical 
programming. However, this year expenses will be higher, driven by people and equipment 
needed to verify vaccinations or negative COVID tests. Because of limits on crowd sizes, 
revenues will be down. As of now, early May, the amphitheater can be at just 20% capacity 
with six feet of social distancing between parties. So amphitheater seats will be removed and 
blocked off into pods. On the lawn, they will paint circles where parties of two and four will sit 
or stand, wearing masks at all times. Everyone will fill out contract tracing forms and get their 
temperature checked.

5/21 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P– 5/22 – WNYT – 5A - 6A – 12P – 4P
Families want recourse over Cuomo's handling of COVID in nursing homes
Since the pandemic began, the state's handling of Covid-19 in nursing homes has been under 
scrutiny. Investigations are underway to determine if the Cuomo administration intentionally 
mishandled or hid data on deaths in nursing homes, but waiting nearly a year for answers has 
families struggling to get closure after the loss of a loved one. Anne-Marie Brancati went from 
seeing her mother-in-law almost every day to not seeing her for almost the entire last year of 
her life. Her mother-in-law Elenor died at Fort Hudson Nursing Center in January of this year. 
"My mother-in-law didn't die from Covid-19 but she died because of the mandates of Covid-
19,” Brancati said. “She died in isolation. She never saw her family for 11 months." Elenor had 
late stage dementia. Brancati was forced to say goodbye to the woman who taught her to 
cook and sew through a cell phone. "It's dignity, it's, to me it's family,” she said. “I can't 
imagine somebody that gave so much of their life to their family to leave this world alone. It's 
truly haunting at night and it's a lot of the reason why there's no closure for grief for a lot of 
these families." One sleepless night Brancati was on Facebook and found "Voices for 
Seniors."  The group helps people who have lost loved ones push for greater protections and 
accountability from nursing home operators and the Cuomo administration. Governor Cuomo 
and health officials maintain the state followed federal guidance when it told nursing homes to 



admit discharged Covid-19 patients from hospitals. A report from the New York State 
Department of Health said the March 25th directive did not significantly contribute to the 
Covid-19 death count. However, a January report from the New York State Attorney General's 
Office said the state undercounted nursing home deaths by approximately 50 percent. Then 
another gut punch for the families, the state budget, passed in April of last year included 
expanded liability protections for nursing home operators. "Later we found out that this was 
literally the last possible policy that the governor pushed in the budget,” Assemblyman Ron 
Kim said. “Leaving us literally 30 minutes to even review it at the very end of the budget." Kim 
said he and his colleagues found out about the liability protections through the media. "This 
was at a point where we didn't know what was going on and as lawmakers it just didn't make 
any sense,” Kim said. “They're not answering questions, the DOH is not picking up their 
phones and then a week after we found out there was this blanket immunity and we realized 
what happened. That the industry went to the governor and they got all these new patients to 
come in with a blanket, near blanket immunity so no one can be charged for criminal 
wrongdoings or held liable for standard negligence." Kim has been outspoken on the state's 
handling of Covid-19 in nursing homes for the last year. He sponsored the Assembly bill to 
repeal liability protections. "It was done in the dark, they cut a deal and then it served as a 
disincentive for some of these industries to stop spending any more money,” Kim said. “If 
you're a for-profit and your goal is to deliver to shareholders and all of a sudden the 
shareholders, the trustees, everybody got to get out of jail free card pass, you're not going to 
spend every dollar you have to save people’s lives." Though state lawmakers lifted the liability 
protections in March 2021, that law is not retroactive. Michael Feldman, a partner at Jacoby & 
Meyers and Finkelstein & Partners, said that means most families still don't have a case. "We 
get four or five calls a day related to the Covid-19 issue that we have to turn away and it's sad 
I mean and the stories are just horrible, they're heartbreaking,” Feldman said. Feldman said 
the ‘Emergency or Disaster Treatment Protection Act’ was billed as a way to protect direct 
care workers, but it ended up shielding the companies that own and operate these facilities. 
Families still had the right to sue if there was gross negligence, but he said that’s not easy in 
New York State. “Those cases are going to be difficult, if not impossible to prove,” he said. 
“You have to show intentionality or willfulness gross negligence and if the nursing home is 
blaming it on a shortage of staff there is an exemption as well concerning that immunity." 
Legislative efforts concerning nursing home care have exposed staffing issues and that some 
facilities were not prepared with adequate amounts of personal protective gear when the 
pandemic started. NewsChannel 13 asked Feldman if decisions to put profit over patient care 
leading into the pandemic could be considered gross negligence. "I think that when an 
administration or the nursing home themselves wants to save money and intentionally 
deprived their staff of necessary and vital equipment that is definitely willful, that is gross 
negligence in my opinion,” he said. “A jury would have to make that determination but I think 
it's a strong argument." In order to sue for standard negligence that occurred between March 
2020 and March 2021, the law repealing the expanded liability protections would need to be 
interpreted retroactively. That’s not the case right now, but a lawsuit in federal court on Long 
Island could change that. “There's a pending lawsuit that we're waiting on in June,” Kim said. 
“I can't go into too much details of that lawsuit but I'm confident that the lawyers will win this 
case and win retroactivity and once they do that would be the precedent for all the other 
possible lawsuits for families." And if that ruling isn't in favor of retroactivity, Kim said the fight 
won't end there. "We have other alternatives that we will push for retroactivity, but we're 



confident based on the intent that we've given the law that we will win that court case and 
then give some recourse to the families that are looking for closure,” Kim said. NewsChannel 
13 reached out to the Health Association of New York State, which oversees hospitals and 
nursing homes, for comment on the expanded liability protections they received, and the push 
to get them repealed, but they did not respond.

5/26 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P 
Did Cuomo have a new garage built at Executive Mansion? 
It all started with a simple question back on July 9, 2019. NewsChannel 13 received a tip from 
a viewer saying Gov. Andrew Cuomo had a new garage built at the Executive Mansion to 
house and work on his collection of classic cars. "Governor, keeping with the transportation 
theme but different topic. It's been reported that there's been a garage built at the mansion 
because you enjoy working on cars. Can you confirm that and who paid for it?' asked 
NewsChannel 13 reporter Jacquie Slater. This exchange took place at Albany International 
Airport where the governor was participating in a press conference about renovation plans for 
the airport. "It's not why there was a garage built. The, uh, I have a house in Westchester, 
which is where I do my best work. Not that I don't do pretty good work at the Capitol on some 
days. The, at the residence they converted the garages to a trooper command center and 
eliminated the garages and then replaced the garages," said Cuomo. Cuomo going on to 
remark to another reporter that the questions was "an interesting little…' Right after the press 
conference ended one of Cuomo's aides approached her and asked for her phone number. 
He said they wanted to make sure she received the correct information and told her someone 
from another state department would be in touch. Just a couple of minutes later, before 
Jacquie had even left the building, her phone rang. It was Gov. Cuomo calling to tell her he 
thought the question about the garage was rhetorical. Jacquie responding by saying it was a 
legitimate question and taxpayers have a right to know. She said if anyone had follow-up 
questions, someone would be in touch. Thus began what would become a 22-month effort to 
get the truth. In July of 2019 NewsChannel 13 received a tip that Governor Cuomo had a new 
garage built at the mansion to house and work on his classic cars. Why did it take two years 
to get some answers? How long did it take to get the information we requested? 
NewsChannel 13 decided to use the state's Freedom of Information Law to look into the 
garage and other possible improvements to the executive residence. Here's a look at how that 
request was handled by the state. It's been nearly two years of back and forth trying to find 
out how much the state has spent on renovations to the executive mansion since Gov. 
Cuomo moved in back in 2011.

5/28 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/3 – WNYT – 4P – 5P
New details uncovered in arrest of Greene County kindergarten teacher
A kindergarten teacher in Greene County was arrested on drug charges during a lunch break 
while at work. NewsChannel 13 did some digging and uncovered new details in the case. One 
of the charges against Melissa Saccoccie is DWAI Drugs. DWAI stands for driving while 
ability impaired. We wanted to know if she was impaired when she was arrested during her 
work day. District Attorney Joe Stanzione, responded via email, saying Melissa Saccoccie 
was arrested for DWAI drugs based on signs of impairment. She was also charged with 
Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance. He won't say what that controlled substance 
was, but did say it was non-prescriptive narcotics. 13 Investigates has reached out to the 



Cairo-Durham school superintendent to ask about Saccoccie's job status. After her arrest last 
Friday, Superintendent Michael Wetherbee told us, “The arrest occurred away from school 
grounds, and I was not provided with any official information concerning the nature of the 
criminal charges…or the alleged conduct underlying those charges.” He told us he had not yet 
had the opportunity to speak with her, but anticipated doing so early this week. NewsChannel 
13 reached out again after getting the update from the district attorney, and he tells us Mrs. 
Saccoccie is on paid administrative leave while the investigation is ongoing. A state trooper 
was also arrested in connection with this drug ring, which led us to ask the DA if this ring may 
have been catering to a more professional clientele. He said they do have some indication 
that that may be the case. He said this investigation is continuing. 13 Investigates will stay on 
this and keep you posted.

5/5 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P - 4P – 5P - 6P 
13 Investigates: Unemployment fraud on the rise
State Senate Republicans are calling for immediate reform to the state's unemployment 
system. The push is coming after the state Department of Labor announced they had 
identified over 1.1 million fraudulent unemployment benefit claims during the pandemic. 
NewsChannel 13's Subrina Dhammi is one of the many victims of this fraud. She looked into 
the problem to see how many of the claims have gone through, and took those questions to 
the head of the New York State Department of Labor.New York State Department of Labor 
Commissioner Roberta Reardon says the level of fraud is staggering. She says 
cybercriminals are getting New York's personal information off the dark web. Gov. Cuomo 
said the reason why there is this level of fraud right now is because the Department of Labor 
was inundated with millions claims, and there was no choice but to rush some of them 
through.

6/9 – WNYT – 5P
Police: Reckless spending helped catch Malta man for unemployment fraud
It's a case that left police somewhat stunned. A 23-year-old Malta man who stole $141,000 by 
filing false unemployment claims. Investigators say he outsmarted the system, but only for so 
long. Assistant District Attorney William Lemon and Investigator Jim Crum say Mathew 
Baldwin used the names and social security numbers of at least eight people. Baldwin lives in 
Malta, but prosecutors say he used bank accounts in Schenectady County to commit these 
crimes. Baldwin popped on their radar through confidential tips, and also his reckless 
behavior with all that money. Investigators say Baldwin moved into a luxury apartment in 
Malta, bought a Mercedes, electronics like a PlayStation 5 worth about $1,000, and an iPad, 
iPhone, laptop and Canada goose jackets worth about $900 each.



6/11 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P – 11P 
Scam targeting churchgoers resurfaces
Churchgoers may want to keep a close eye on their email. A scam NewsChannel 13 first told 
you about two years ago has resurfaced. A NewsChannel 13 producer got an email that 
appeared to be from her pastor. It asked her to buy gift cards for deserving staff as a way to 
say thank you, but he wanted it to be a surprise. It's something the church has done before, 
so she didn't think anything of it. However, there were red flags. Learn about the big red flags 
you should easily be able to spot, to quickly determine if someone’s trying to scam you. 
NewsChannel 13 spoke with a supervisory special agent at the FBI in Albany about how to 
protect yourself from these kinds of scams. What many people do not know is that you should 
report these scams even if you don't fall victim. Learn why at wnyt.com.

6/12 – WNYT – 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/13 – WNYT – 7A – 8A
Early voting underway for NY's primary election
New York’s primary election is June 22 and early voting is now underway. NewsChannel 13 
has been following the ongoing controversy in Rensselaer County, where earlier this week a 
judge ordered the Board of Elections to add another polling site in Troy. The county 
is  appealing that ruling. Reed English of Wynantakill is among the first voters to cast an early 
ballot in this year's primary election in Rensselaer County. He chose to vote at Holy Cross 
Armenian Church -- the newest early polling site at Troy. “Certain politicians tracked me down 
and said hey, early voting. I said, oh, ok. Sure,” he said.
The Rensselaer County Board of Elections has been criticized for the last two years for their 
first two early voting sites, neither of which provides easy access for inner city voters. One is 
in Brunswick and the other in Castleton. The Armenian church is closer, but still not close 
enough for many. NewsChannel 13 spoke with the Troy chapter NAACP earlier this week 
about what they say is the county's continued effort to make it difficult for people of color to 
vote. “Fighting voter suppression is very important to making sure that people have that right 
to have a say in how their lives will be governed,” said Renee Powell with the NAACP. 
Thirteen people came through the door in the first two hours the polls were open. Poll workers 
saying a local primary limited to just  the Democratic and Working Families parties might not 
be the best indicator of how this site will fare. Voters on Saturday said exercising the right to 
vote is a must no matter what is on the ballot. “I was free today. I knew it was available, so I 
just did it,” said voter Amy Ritrovato. Hours vary by locations. You should check with your 
local board of elections before heading out to vote to see where and when you can cast an 
early ballot.

Healthbeat

4/1 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Not Enough Money for Treatment
You find things to cut back on when you don’t have enough money. Lately, for an increasing 
number of people, that’s medical care. Dr. Cliff Gevirtz is an anesthesiologist in Rye Brook. 
He joins me to discuss what he and his colleagues are seeing -- a hidden impact of the 
pandemic.



4/5 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Alzheimer’s & the African American Community
More than 6 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s disease. That number is expected 
to climb to 13 million over the next 30 years as our population ages. Death from Alzheimer’s 
and other dementias climbed 16% in this country during the pandemic. But the experience of 
white and Black Americans diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease is different and that affects 
care and treatment. Dr. Julia Hastings is an associate professor at the University at Albany 
School of Public Health and School Social Welfare. She recently had a grant funded, looking 
at the burdens experienced by teens in the home of a loved one with Alzheimer’s as well as 
their care-giving parents. Also here is Beth Smith Boivin, executive director of the Alzheimer's 
Association Northeastern New York chapter. You find things to cut back on when you don’t 
have enough money. Lately, for an increasing number of people, that’s medical care. Dr. Cliff 
Gevirtz is an anesthesiologist in Rye Brook. He joins me to discuss what he and his 
colleagues are seeing -- a hidden impact of the pandemic.

4/8 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Brain Injury
Thanks to COVID-19, school sports have been re-ordered. Rather than football in the fall, kids 
are playing it now. That’s just one sport that puts a kids head in the line of danger. How many 
blows are too many? How to protect them? What do we know now about concussion, 
treatment, and long-term effects? Dr. Daniel Daneshvar is the director of the Institute for Brain 
Research and Innovation at Teach-Aids. He also founded Team Up Against Concussions, 
and he's on the faculty at Harvard Medical school.

4/12 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Returning to a Pre-pandemic World
We're working our way to life the way it was before the pandemic. But it will not look the way it 
did more than a year ago. Changes we've adopted will stick around -- and for many fear of 
contagion will linger. Tom Templeton is a psychotherapist and my guest to discuss this.

4/15 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: How to Open the Country in 90 Days
Everyone is chomping at the bit to get back to normal. Yes, vaccination rates are rising, but so 
are infection rates in some areas. So how to tamp that down and still get us to President 
Biden's goal of seeing small gatherings of friends and family at homes by July4th. Dr. David 
Holtgrave, the dean of the School of Public Health at University at Albany, recently released a 
set of six interim COVID goals for April, May and June to get us to that day we celebrate our 
freedom.



4/19 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Hand-Held Body Scanner
“Star Trek” fans are familiar with the hand scanner used by Dr. McCoy. We're on our way to 
something like that. It's called the Vscan Air. Dr. Kyle Leonard from Hudson Headwaters 
Health Network has used it and is here to talk about it.

4/22 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Esophageal Cancer
Studies show there was an increase in alcohol consumption as we stayed home during the 
height of the pandemic. Of all the concerns increased drinking brings there's one that travels 
under the radar -- the increased risk for esophageal cancer. April is esophageal cancer 
awareness month. Dr. Ajaz Khan is the medical director for medical oncology at St. Peter's 
Health Partners and my health beat guest.

4/26 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Reducing Caregiver Stress
This is National Stress Awareness Month. Even as the world begins to reopen, stress hasn't 
gone away -- especially for those providing care for loved ones. The Alzheimer's Foundation 
of America has created six points. Jennifer Reeder, the director of educational and social 
services for the AFA is my guest.

4/28 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: COVID Update – Vaccines, Masks, etc. 
It’s been a fast-moving couple of days regarding COVID-19 -- from the reintroduction of the 
paused Johnson & Johnson vaccine to falling positivity rates and the CDC saying fully-
vaccinated people can ditch their masks while outside. The governor has also further loosed 
restrictions on gatherings. Dr. Elizabeth Whalen is the Albany County health commissioner 
and my guest as we sort out all this info.

5/3 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Kelly’s Angels
A lovely young mother of two lost her battle with breast cancer in 2007. She was only 37. But 
given who she was and the heart she had, she knew she wanted part of her legacy to help 
other children like hers -- those who lost a parent. So Kelly's Angels was born due to the 
tremendous work of her husband Mark Mulholland.

5/6 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Charlie Polizzi’s Warrior of the Angels
Parents struggle to make sense of and deal with the loss when a child dies. That's something 
Kristin and Tom Polizzi know. They lost their son Charlie in 2017 from congenital 



diaphragmatic hernia. From that loss Charlie Polizzi's Warrior of the Angels was founded -- 
and it's expanded since then. Kristen Polizzi is my Health Beat guest.

5/10 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Discharge Delays for Complicated Patients
Getting appropriate after-care for an elderly relative with a complex medical case after they’ve 
been hospitalized can be a daunting challenge. To that end, the Healthcare Association of 
New York State penned a white paper on the issue titled “Complex case discharge delays 
must be addressed.” Victoria Aufiero, senior director, insurance, managed care, and 
behavioral health from HANYS, is my guest.

5/13 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Summer Eye Protection
As the warm weather invites us outdoors, we know to slather on the sunscreen. But what 
about our eyes? How do we protect them from the elements and protect them as we engage 
in sports. Dr. Jay Hamma, president of EyesNY is here to help us.

5/17 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Addiction Awareness
The pandemic has been difficult for many, including those in recovery. In fact, 81,003 people 
died from drug overdoses in the 12-month period ending last June. That's a 20% increase and 
the highest number of fatal overdoses ever recorded in the United States in a single year. 
Blame it on isolation, the inability for those in recovery to meet in person. Add to that other 
hardships caused by the pandemic. Mark Kaplan is the vice president of the Capital District 
Recovery Center, an all-volunteer organization committed to serving people in recovery. It 
bills itself as the first of its kind recovery meeting center serving to assist people in 
maintaining addiction-free lifestyles by providing recovery meetings, workshops, programs, 
and events.

5/20 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Healthy Weight for Kids
It's well-known and troubling that obesity is rising among kids. So how to help them reach and 
maintain a healthy weight? That's what Joann Stevelos is dedicated to. She runs a program 
called Worthy, helping your child find their healthiest weight.

5/24 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Mental Health
If anyone says this last year hasn’t been stressful, well, I'd ask what rock they were living 
under! But how we've dealt with the pandemic stress varies greatly based on our lives. Do we 
have kids? Parents who need care? Jobs that remained demanding or disappeared? While 



May is Mental Health Awareness Month, mental health awareness is much more enduring as 
we work back to normal. To help us do that and recognize where we may be struggling, I'm 
happy to welcome Dr. Kristen Navarette, medical director at MVP Health Care, and Dr. Dawn 
Gonsalves, medical director and psychiatrist at MVP Health Care.

5/27 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Asthma
It's tough enough dealing with seasonal allergies, but for an estimated 1.5 million adults and 
more than 400,000 children in New York breathing issues aren't limited to certain times of the 
year. These are the folks living with asthma. The numbers have been climbing. Dr. Craig 
Hersh, chief medical officer at Empire Blue-Cross, is here to discuss the whys and what's new 
in treatment.

6/1 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Guardian Society
When the pandemic hit and the world seemed to shut down, many organizations had to pivot 
to help not only the communities they traditionally helped, but to fill gaps to insure others 
didn't suffer needlessly. That's the case at the Albany Guardian Society. Executive Director 
Mary Moller is my guest.

6/3 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Stroke
Being aware of stroke is critical to save brain. Too often, women don't recognize the 
symptoms in themselves. Dr. Alexandra Paul, neurosurgeon at Albany Med, wants to change 
that.

6/7 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Substance Abuse & Pandemic
As we reopen and reengage, we also have to reach out to those who've been so deeply 
affected by the time apart from loved ones. For those who battle substance abuse, that time 
away was particularly difficult and deadly. With overdoses skyrocketing, exact numbers are 
still being tallied. I recently spent time speaking with people in the substance abuse field. 
Some providing treatment and support, and one man who is walking the recovery walk. I 
produced 3 stories for the evening news, but felt the words of the people I spoke with are so 
powerful that I’m sharing them again.



6/10 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Mental Health and the Pandemic
The events of the last 12 months have affected everyone. The mental health hit has been 
especially hard for some. Kids are among those who will need the most support as we go 
forward. I recently spoke with two women working in this field. Since we’re in children's mental 
health month, I’m sharing again the two stories I did with them and their advice for healing.

6/14 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Weight Loss
The number of people on a diet has swelled. Even before this past year, it's estimated 45 
million people are dieting at any time. But weight loss is only half the challenge. The second 
step is keeping it off. Upwards of 65% of those who successfully shed excess pounds, pack 
them back on. Enter Dr. Paul Aciero, professor of health and human physiological services at 
Skidmore College, and Peter Sickler, also at Skidmore but in a different role today.

6/17 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Emotional Trauma Post-Pandemic
When former New York City Mayor Ed Koch met people, he was famous for asking “How'er 
you doing?” That's taken on new gravitas post pandemic. As we've discussed here on Health 
Beat, the emotional trauma of the past year has affected so many of us – exacerbating 
existing mental health issues and triggering new ones. David Rosetti, chief officer of 
behavioral health for Northern Rivers family of services, is here to discuss the support it's 
offering – empowering children, adults, and families to change their lives and build stronger 
communities.

6/21 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Light Sensitivity
Created: June 21, 2021 03:13 PM
Light sensitivity, or photophobia, is a frequent symptom of migraine headaches, which affect 
nearly 15% of the world's population. Now imagine a specific light therapy could tame those 
headaches. Green light therapy is being heralded as helping and Dr. Stephen Silberstein, 
director of the Headache Center at Jefferson University in Philadelphia, is my guest to discuss 
this.

6/24 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: Delta Variant
As vaccination rates against COVID-19 begin to taper off, the delta variant of the coronavirus 
is increasing and it's a more easily transmissible variant. So what does this hold for us? Dr. 
David Holtgrave, the dean of the School of Public Health at the University at Albany, recently 
penned an op-ed piece on this and joins me to discuss it.

6/28 – WNYT – 4P – 5P 
Health Beat: COVID Long Haul
Created: June 28, 2021 01:00 AM
Long haulers is the term for people who continue suffering symptoms even after they recover 



from COVID-19. Little-known illnesses are being diagnosed in a growing number of these 
folks. What does that mean for their health? How to get diagnosed properly and treated? And 
what are the implications for health care? Dr. Joshua Shulman-Marcus, a cardiologist at 
Albany Med, is my health beat guest to discuss this.

Lesson Plan

5/14 – WNYT – 12P - 6P – 11P - WNYA - 9p 
Cuomo agrees with CDC guidance to keep facemasks in schools
Gov. Cuomo and the CDC agree schools should continue to use facemasks for at least the 
remainder of the school year. The agency says all schools "should implement and layer 
prevention strategies and should prioritize universal and correct use of masks and physical 
distancing." Also, even though kids ages 12 to 15 are now able to get vaccinated, the agency 
says they will not be fully vaccinated before the end of the current year.

5/19 – WNYT – 4P – 5P
Excelsior Scholarship applications being accepted
Applications for the Excelsior Scholarship are now officially open. The program allows eligible 
full-time students to attend a SUNY or CUNY two-year or four-year college tuition-free. To be 
eligible for the 2021-22 academic year, household income can total up to $125,000. Students 
must also complete 30 credits per year, and live in the state for the length of time equal to the 
number of years they receive the award.

5/20 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P
Many challenges remain as schools continue navigating pandemic
The pandemic has made it challenging to educate students. NewsChannel 13 visited schools 
in Albany and Warrensburg to see what they look like one year later. Before the pandemic, 
some of the procedures would have seemed out of place. Today, they're essential. However, 
some issues still remain.

ONLINE ONLY
In NY, vaccinated teens can enter raffle for free college
Vaccinated kids aged 12 to 17 will have a chance to win a full ride to public universities and 
colleges in New York, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Wednesday. The governor said the state will 
raffle off 50 scholarships, which would cover four years of tuition, room and board, books and 
supplies. New York will hold weekly drawings on Wednesdays to randomly select 10 winners. 
Parents or guardians can enter children who have received at least one dose of the COVID-
19 vaccine since May 12. Schools across the country are using mascots, food trucks and 
prize giveaways to try to get kids vaccinated before school lets out for the summer. Cuomo 
said children who get vaccinated earlier will have the best chance at winning. It's unclear 
when applications for the lottery will open up, but people can sign up for notifications on 
a state website.  “If you get the vaccine earlier, you’ll have more chances to win because 
you’ll be in the first-week pool, the second-week pool, the third-week pool, the fourth-week 
pool, et cetera," Cuomo said at a Wednesday press conference. It's the state's latest push to 
get more people vaccinated at a time when state health officials say many eager New Yorkers 



have likely already gotten inoculated. Since Monday, New York has been offering scratch 
tickets for a $5 million lottery for people who get vaccinated at ten of roughly 30 state-run 
vaccination sites. That pilot program runs through Friday. New York administered 788,145 
doses in the seven days through Tuesday. That’s down from just over 1 million in the seven 
days ending Tuesday, May 11. About 45% of New York's 20 million residents are fully 
vaccinated, according to U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data, compared to 
the national average of 39.5%. Few minors have been fully vaccinated so far: about 8.7% of 
people aged 12 to 17, according to state health data shared by Cuomo. That's compared with 
37.5% of young adults below the age of 25, about half of people aged 35-54 and 69.5% of 
those over 75.

6/3 – WNYT – 12P - 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/4 – WNYT – 5A - 6A 
HVCC students to get hands-on training at Albany International Airport
Class will soon be in session inside a massive hangar at Albany International Airport. Twelve-
thousand square feet will soon be filled with desks, labs and workshops for students at 
Hudson Valley Community College as part of the Hudson Valley Community College 
Aeronautical Institute. There's even a helicopter for students to learn about the engine, and 
thousands more pieces in storage for students to work on. Airport CEO Phillip Calderone says 
the idea for this started right at the height of the pandemic, when airports were essentially 
shut down. He made note of a major shortage in aircraft technicians, and says nearly a third 
of that workforce is near retirement age. So HVCC stepped in, and acquired thousands of 
pieces of aircraft equipment to launch a new program. Come fall, 40 students will be enrolled 
in this program and will have the opportunity to start careers with a salary right away of 
$55,000.

6/3 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6/5 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Troy parade to honor graduates for second year in a row
For the second year in a row, the city of Troy will honor new graduates with a parade. It's 
happening this Saturday, June 5, at 11 a.m. The parade will honor graduates of all levels.The 
parade kicks off at Sacred Heart Church, and will move through the city. It will eventually end 
on 125th Street in Lansingburgh. The Troy City Council is also planning to pass a resolution 
next week declaring June as "Graduates Month" in the city.

6/9 – WNYT – 5A – 6A – 12P - 4P – 5P - 6P - WNYA - 9p – 6/10 – WNYT – 5A – 6A Parents, 
Republican lawmakers rally to unmask kids at school
Students continue to wear masks indoors at school despite infection rates down and vaccination rates 
up. Republican lawmakers from the Capital Region were joined by parents Wednesday morning to say 
it's time to unmask kids at school. Assembly Member Chris Tague announced a new bill to prevent 
state agencies from mandating masks for children. The bill would apply to school and summer camp 
settings. If passed, the bill would prohibit state agencies from forcing children under the age of 18 who 
are healthy and asymptomatic to wear masks in settings like schools and camps. Tague says the science 
has shown kids aren't getting COVID in school. He also cited low are daily positivity rates and high 
vaccination numbers statewide as proof masks in schools are unnecessary. Assembly Member Mary 
Beth Walsh compared the back and forth changes to mask wearing as "whiplash" for kids. The 
governor announced earlier this week that kids no longer have to wear masks outside.



6/15 – WNYT – 4P – 5P - 6P – 11P - WNYA - 9p 
Continued school mask mandates frustrate Mohonasen superintendent 
Gov. Cuomo says masks requirements in schools will remain in place for now. That is not 
sitting well with one district already fighting to get rid of masks inside their school buildings. 
Mohonasen School Superintendent Shannon Shine was hoping to hear the governor say on 
Tuesday he no longer has to require the students in his district to wear masks. However, Gov. 
Cuomo says the Centers for Disease Control's federal mandate for masks in schools 
continues. Anger has already been brewing in the district after confusion earlier this month 
when the health department put out a notice saying the state was going to ease mask wearing 
in schools. That left schools and parents confused, and scrambling that weekend, only to find 
out come Monday, masks are still required inside. Superintendent Shine said with Tuesday's 
announcement, he feels parents will be angry once again.

6/25 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P – 6/26 – WNYT – 6A – 8A
Veteran scholarship bill awaits Gov. Cuomo's signature
 There's a push to get Gov. Cuomo to sign a bill that expands eligibility for college 
scholarships for kids of veterans who were either disabled or killed while in the service. The 
bill passed both the Assembly and the Senate this past session.
The New York state program that grants college scholarships to children of vets wounded or 
killed on the job only applies to vets who served after August 2, 1990. Steve Pechacek served 
in the Army from 1981 to 1985. He was injured in combat. Forty-four surgeries later, he's a 
disabled vet. With his daughter heading to nursing school in the fall, he has been advocating 
to get the date limitation removed.

Top Teacher

4/14 – WNYT – 5P – WNYA – 9P
Top Teacher: Amy Gillett - Rensselaer Educational Center
Amy Gillett went from being a South Carolina police officer to teaching criminal justice at 
Rensselaer Educational Center.
Her wall of letters, photos, and cards symbolizes the strong bonds she’s made with her 
students.

4/21 – WNYT – 5P – WNYA – 9P
Top Teacher: Beth St. Clair-Bedell - Questar III BOCES
Beth St. Clair-Bedell teaches at Questar III BOCES.
A special ed teacher for 30 years, she has a close, committed relationship with her students, 
and says they actually helped her with the transition to remote learning during the pandemic.



6/25 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA – 9P – 6/26 – WNYT – 6A – 8A

Save a Life Blood Drive  

4/19 – WNYT – 4P – 5P – 6P – 4/20 – WNYT – 5A - 6A -12P – 4P – 5P – 6P – 11P – WNYA 
– 9P 
Blood Drive Info
Newschannel thirteen is once again teaming up with the American red cross to help save a 
life.
We are hosting a blood drive Thursday, April 22nd, from one to seven p-m. There are four 
locations to choose from. Via port Rotterdam, knights of Columbus Saratoga, west sand lake 
fire department and the Guilderland fire department. To make an appointment, you can call 1-
800-red-cross or just go to our website wnyt dot com.

4/21 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P
Tomorrow is Blood Drive
Our save a life blood drive takes place tomorrow from one to seven p-m. There are four 
locations to choose from.
The via port in Rotterdam, the knights of Columbus in Saratoga springs, the west sand lake 
fire department or the Guilderland fire department. To make your appointment, call 1-800-red-
cross or go to our website wnyt dot com. Walk-ins are also welcome.

4/22 – WNYT – 12P – 4P – 5P – 6P
Blood Drive Today
Our save a life blood drive takes place this afternoon. It goes from one to seven p-m. There 
are four locations to choose from. Via port in Rotterdam, the knights of Columbus in Saratoga 
Springs, the west sand lake fire department and the Guilderland fire department. To make an 
appointment, you can call 1-800-red-cross or go to our website w-n-y-t dot com. And walk ins 
are welcome.

4/22 – WNYT – 11p – 4/23 – WNYT – 5a – 6a – 12p – 4p – 5p
Blood Drive Totals
We want to thank everyone who took part in our save a life blood drive today. We teamed 
up with the Red Cross at four different locations in the capital region. And all of them did well. 
266 pints of blood were collected. That was four percent more than the goal. To all of our 
donors, thank you again.

Onorato & Bagnardi   - Saturday, WNYA 6:30p-7:30p started 4/24   
Onorato & Bagnardi is a weekly show featuring the biggest topics and guests in Sports-locally 
and nationally, hosted by Chris Onorato, NewsChannel 13 sports anchor and Sean Bagnardi, 
NewsChannel 13 producer.



Class of 2021
We are proud of all that our high school seniors have accomplished this year and are thrilled 
to honor the Class of 2021.    We asked out high school seniors to submit a senior photo, 
which we have put on our website along with their school name.

We Salute You
 :10 segment airs within every newscast in which we honor a local veteran.  We offer the 
name, military title, position held and town where the veteran comes from.  We air a call for 
action spot and a promotional spot as to how our viewers can participate.  

Weather
The weather conditions are posted daily on our website as well as radar airing every night. 
From 3:40a-4a.  NewsChannel 13 has a network of HD cameras placed throughout the 
Capital Region to capture images of your weather as it happens.  There is also an app 
available called “First Warning Weather App” that updates viewers on weather conditions in 
real time.  Along with crawls that scroll along the screen when there are whether alerts, we 
also air the school closings and delays.

Mobile News App
The name of the app is News ON and it allows you to watch WNYT-NewsChannel 13 live and 
recorded newscasts anytime on your mobile or connected tv device.

WNYT.com offers 24/7 live streaming video

All of our newscasts are streamed live on WNYT.com. When we're not streaming a live 
newscast or a breaking news event, we will replay our most recent broadcast.

If you are experiencing issues with closed captioning, please make sure your browser is the most 
updated version. In particular, if you have an Android device and are experiencing issues with 
closed captioning, please note closed captioning on Android devices requires a Flash enabled 
browser. One example is the Photon browser available at Google Play.

Below is our schedule of newscasts. Please note that these times are subject to change -- 
especially on weekends.

Weekdays
5am-6am NewsChannel 13 Early Today
6am-7am NewsChannel 13 Today
12pm-12:30pm NewsChannel 13 Live at Noon
4pm-5pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 4
5pm-5:30pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 5

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.appsverse.photon&hl=en


5:30pm-6pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 5:30
6pm-6:30pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 6
9pm-9:30pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 9 on WNYA My4
11pm-11:35pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 11
Weekends
6am-7am (Saturday) NewsChannel 13 Weekend Today (Hour 1)
8am-9am (Saturday) NewsChannel 13 Weekend Today (Hour 2)
7am-9am (Sunday) NewsChannel 13 Weekend Today
6pm-6:30pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 6
9pm-9:30pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 9 on WNYA My4
11pm-11:30pm NewsChannel 13 Live at 11



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

2nd quarter 2021

Date Representative Event

4/7/2021
Benita Zahn, anchor/health 
reporter Women Of Excellence luncheon - Marriot Hotel, Albany 200 participants

4/18/2021
Benita Zahn, anchor/health 
reporter Epilepsy Foundation of NENY--hosted virtual brunch fundraiser 250 participants

4/22/2021
Benita Zahn, anchor/health 
reporter American Red Cross - Save a Life blood drive - on location 125 participants

4/23/2021
Benita Zahn, anchor/health 
reporter hosted the Colonie Senior Services fundraiser on line 100 participants

5/14/2021
Benita Zahn, anchor/health 
reporter Amercan Red Cross-Gold Star virtual gala 400 participants

5/7-9/21
Mark Mulholland, 
anchor/reporter Mother Lovin' 5K Run - fundraiser for Kelly's Angels 

1000 
runners/walkers

4/15/2021
Christina Talamo, 
meteorologist

zoom meeting with 9th grade students in Green Island's earth 
science class 25 students

4/16/2021
Christina Talamo, 
meteorologist

zoom meeting with Ualbany Department of Atmospheric 
Sciences - career night.  50 students


