
FOCUS ON COMMUNITY January – March 2022 

Airs on Friday at 1:00 pm – approximately between 8 - 10 minutes in length  
All interviews done via Zoom or phone due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

Date:  1/7/22 
Guest:  Tim Black, Winter Strategies and 

Emergency Response Coordinator, 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Topic/Issue:  Homelessness 

 

St. Vincent de Paul is Lane County’s largest nonprofit human services organization. Founded in 

1953 and incorporated in 1955, they help more than 84,000 individuals and families each year 

with emergency and homeless services, and affordable housing.  Discussion covered the 

following: 

 

 Their mission and how they are going about achieving it 

 The kinds of shelters available for the homeless 

 The effects of stable sheltering 

 The Egan Warming Center, including a brief history 

 Their community partners 

 Ways to help 

 Where to go for more information 

 

Date:  1/14/22 

Guest:  Ted Barker,  

Volunteer Local Program Coordinator, 

Eugene/Springfield 

Special Olympics 

Topic/Issue:  Health 

 

The Eugene/Springfield chapter of the Special Olympics provide year-round sports training and 

athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual 

disabilities.  Discussion covered the following:   

 

 Their mission and how they are going about achieving it 

 How athletes have adapted to the pandemic 

 When participants can return 

 The details of the Polar Plunge 

 Ways to help 

 Where to go for more information 

 

Date:  1/21/22 

Guest:  Jason Davis, 

Public Information Officer, 

Lane County Public Health 

Topic/Issue:  Health 



 

The mission of Lane County Public Health is to promote the long-term health and well-being of 

individuals, families and the community.  They envision optimal health for all Lane County 

residents.  Discussion covered the following: 

 

 An update on the COVID variant, Omicron 

 Where to get booster shots 

 The availability of COVID testing kits 

 Flu season, including where vaccines are available 

 Where to go for more information  

 

 

Date:  2/4/22 

Guest:  Carley Schmidt, 

Senior Program Supervisor, 

Eugene Adaptive Recreation 

Topic/Issue:  Health 

 

Located at Hilyard Community Center, Eugene Adaptive Recreation Services mission is to 

provide year-round, community-based recreation, social and educational programs for children, 

teens, and adults with disabilities.  Discussion covered the following: 

 

 Their mission and how they are going about achieving it 

 The kinds programs and services they offer 

 What is available right now 

 Their community partners 

 Ways they have adapted to COVID 

 Where to go for more information 

 

Date:  2/11/22 

Guest:  Tess Fields, 

Executive Director, 

Home Share Oregon 

Topic/Issue:  Homelessness and Affordable Housing 

 

The mission of Home Share Oregon is to disrupt the housing crisis by encouraging and 

incentivizing homeowners to become a valuable part of the solution.  Discussion covered the 

following:   

 

 Their mission and how they are going about achieving it 

 The kinds of services they provide 

 What the impact has been on the community 

 Their community partners 

 Ways to help in their efforts 

 Where to go for more information 



Date:  2/25/22 

Guest:  Tim Black, Winter Strategies and 

Emergency Response Coordinator, 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Topic/Issue:  Homelessness 

 

St. Vincent de Paul is Lane County’s largest nonprofit human services organization. Founded in 

1953 and incorporated in 1955, they help more than 84,000 individuals and families each year 

with emergency and homeless services, and affordable housing.  Discussion covered the 

following: 

 

 Their mission and how they are going about achieving it 

 The Egan Warming Center, including the history behind it 

 How they have been preparing for winter 

 Sites that are currently open 

 How the season is going 

 Volunteer opportunities currently available 

 Ways to help in their efforts 

 Where to go for more information 

 

Date:  3/25/22 

Guest:  Susan Hirata, Program Director,  

DisOrient Asian Film Festival of Oregon 

Topic/Issue:  Racial Equality, Arts and Culture 

 

Now in its 17th year, DisOrient is an non-profit 501(c) (3) Asian American independent film 

festival.  They highlight social justice themes that translate to universal human experiences, 

promoting representation, diversity and inclusion to broaden the narrative, and to strengthen and 

build community.  Discussion covered the following: 

 

 The purpose of the festival 

 A brief history 

 The theme this year 

 Whether it will be live or virtual 

 3 of the films that will be featured 

 Details about the panel discussion on April 2nd 

 Ways to participate 

 Where to go for more information 
 

 


